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PRE  FA  G  E 

To  the  Fourth  Edition,  1753. 

*T*ff  £  T&arf  Indulgence  which  the  Public  vouch- 
fofed  to  this  Performance  at  its  firjt  Appear- 
once,  bos  brought  it  in  averyjhort  time  to  a  Fourth 
hnpreffion,  which  requires  not  only  the  moft  grateful 
Return  of  Thanks,  but  our  utmojl  Endeavours 
to  render  it  worthy  of  their  Favour.  We  hope  the 
Alterations  and  Additions  with  which  it  now  ap- 
pears$  will  in  fome  meafure  acquit  us  of  that  Duty  5 
and  it  would  have  given  us  infinite  Pleafure,  if  the 
Syfiems  of  the  fever al  Courts  mentioned  therein  could 
have  been  rendered  more  perfpiemms  tban.they  are. 

We  were  in  hopes,  when  wefifft  fegan  tprevife 
it,  that  wejhould  have  been  able  ta/k^ve  pronounced 
clearly  as  to  the  State  of  tbitqr  in  thrNovth, 
which  mtwitbjlanding  remains  ftill  in  a  great  De- 
gree of  Obfcurity.  In  this,  however,  we  have 
Reafoti  to  think  ourfelves  happy,  that  nothing  has 
fallen  out  in  tbofe  Parts,  either  contrary  to,  or  in- 
confifient  with  the  Conjectures  that  we  advanced* 
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(iv) 

nor  is  there  any  great  Probability  that  they  have 
any  fuch  Tendency  at  prefent.  The  Change  of 
Kings  in  Sweden  has  made  no  Alteration  in  the  Sy- 
fiem,  and  the  Diet  which  fat  lajl  Tear  was  of  the 
fame  Complexion,  but  more  unanimous  than  tboje 
that  went  before  it. 

In  Germany  there  is  no  great  Alteration  notwitb- 
/landing  many  long  and  laborious  Negotiations.  We 
were,  when  this  Book  appeared  lajl,  in  Expectation 
of  a  great  Event,  and  we  are  yet  filled  with  the 
fame  Expe  Slat  ion.  In  this  the  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire aft  Jlowly,  and  with  great  Sagacity,  for  the 
very  Confumption  of  Time,  while  it  contributes  to 
keep  thing?  in  Peace  and  good  Order,  anjwers  a 
very  important  End.  But  befide  all  this,  it  at* 
trails  the  Eyes  of  Europe,  as  well  as  the  Atten- 
tion $  ML  Miners,*  and  becomes  by  this  meani 
'ptt&Eitie  of%M{afures  not  unprofitable  to  particu- 
lar Iiiar^l\orinconfiftenP  with  the  common  Good. 

«  .  •  .  ym  ..:  *..„•; 

Ih  fpedkHi^of  France  we  fhould  have  been  glah 
to  have'  found  ourf elves  more  at  liberty  to  expreji 
our  Sentiments  than  the  prefent  Situation  of  things i 
Motives  of  Prudence  confidered,  nbill  allow.  Bui 
we  may  well  bring  ourf  elves  to  fubmit  tdjbme  Rei 
JlriStion  in  that  RefpeSl,  when  it  is  evident,  thai 
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tbofewbo  have  fuperior  Lights  are  not  altogether 
unembartaffed.     It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
time  is  at  band  when  tbefe  Cbuds  will  be  difpelled, 
and  we  Jhall  find  our/elves  once  more  in  a  Condition 
to  fee  and  [peak freely. 

Spam  fill  remains  inpoffeffion  ofber  old  Char  aSter 
for  tedious  Negotiations.  That  which  fufpended  our 
Judgment  in  the  laft  Edition  is  half  adjufted,  and 
we  once  flattered  ourf elves  that  a  little  Delay  would 
bavefurnifbedus  with  the  Refult  of  the  fupplemental 
Treaty,  which  has  been  fo  long  upon  the  Carpet ; 
but  perhaps  that,  which  was  denied  to  this,  may  be 
referoedfortbe  Embellijhment  of  the  next  Edition. 

Whenever  that  Jhall  happen,  we  Jhall  be  likewife 

in  a  better  Condition  to  judge  of  the  future  State 

of  Italy,   where  things   are  fill  fubjeSl  to  tbofe 

Apprebenjhns,  the  Caujes  of  which  have  coft  us  no 

fmall  Labour  to  explain. 

There  is  another  Point  upon  which  we  muft  more 
particularly  injijl,  to  prevent  the  Reader's  cenfur- 
ing  us  without  Grounds.  As  our  Alterations  and 
Additions  were  made  while  the  Book  was  in  the  Prefs, 
we  may  be  thought  chargeable  with  fome  Omifftons 
in  the  firfl  Chapters,  from  the  mention  of  more  re- 
cent 
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cent  Fa&s  in  the  latter  Pages  of  the  Work  :  Jfef 
when  the  Reader  considers,  that  what  was  akeaig 
printed  was  out  of  okr  Power 9  be  will  in  Juftice 
acquit  us  of  any  NegleS*  fibis  is  a  Grcumflanu 
unavoidably  incident  to  every  Undertaking  of  this 
Kind,  which  in -representing  Tranfaiiions  of  a 
fiuStuating  Nature,  can  onfy  give  a  true  PiSturc 
of  things  for  the  prefent ;  and  tho  ever  fo  happily 
executed,  mull,  like  tbofe  that  have  preceded  it,  be- 
come gradually  out  of  Date  from  the  very  fame 
Caufes  that  conjlitute  its  immediate  Value.  Alma- 
nacks laft  but  for  a  Tear,  Political  Prefent  States 
claim  a  longer,  and  yet  not  a  much  longer  Exiftence  $ 
but  notwitbfianding  this  bard  Circum/lance,  both 
are  very  necejjary,  to  prevent  common  Men  and 
common  Politicians  from  making  MiJIakes. 

That  fuch  a  Work  was  very  far  from  being 
inexpedient,  will  appear  fujjkiently  to  alt  who  have 
perufed  and  confidered  the  Treatifes  of  the  fame 
Nature  formerly  written  by  the  Duke  of  Rohan, 
Mr.  Bethel,  Baron  Puffendorff,  and  the  latter  En- 
deavours of  fuch  as  have  republijhedy  continued^  or 
augmented  tbofe  Pieces  in  Holland  ;  and  we  hope  it 
will  fufficuntly  appear,  that  we  have  alfo  made  a 
proper  Ufe  of  their  Performances,  without  tranfcri- 
bing  them  \  which  to  jay  the  Truth  was  impoffible% 
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en&derfag  that  the  following  Sheet*  have  been  com- 
fofed  upon  fdt*  another  Flaw*  witbmt  any  Biux  /« 
fawur  of  a  particular  Syfkm,  or  the  htft  View  of 
recommending  it  to  the  Fawur  of  any  Party  t  the 
Satisfs&ion  of  the  Public  being  our  file  Aim,  as. 
ike  Prote&ion  of  the  Public  is  that  atouenpm  which 
w  depend*  This  per  bap  might  haw  keen  infomo 
meafinra  beffroien  by  a  large  Difplay  of  Authorities 
and  the  Fa3s  contained  therein  might  have  keen 
jhpportedhy  a  pompous  Train  of  Citations ;  bat  as 
we  haw  daxk  very  little in fecret  Mftories,  and  have 
founded  mo/I  of  oar  Obfervations  upon  TranfaSHws 
if  pntEc  Notoriety ;  this,  whatever  it  might  have 
appeared,  would  in  reality  bane  ferved  rather  for 
Show  than  for  Ufe,  and  therefore  was  omitted,  tojave 
the  Reader  as  much  Trouble  and  Enpenee  as  poffible. 

After  prof  effing  a  Defire  to  avoid  wafling  the 
Reader's  time  in  peru/ing.  this  Work,  it  would  be 
frepofterous  to  tire  him  with  a  long  Preface ;  and 
therefore  let  us  conclude  with  this  RefleStion,  that 
it  is  from  Events,  and  the  publick  Occurrences  that 
fiaH  hereafter  happen,  tie  Value  of  a  Book  of  this 
Kind  mujl  be  known ;  for  it  is  not  arguing  right 
«r  wrong  in  the  Opinion  of  any  Set  of  Men  what- 
ever, which  can  give  either  Merit  or  Reputation  to 
o  Work  that  pretends  to  reprefent  the  political 
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(  vui  ) 
State  of  Europe.  He  who  will  think  juftly  upon 
this  SubjeSt,  mujl  form  bis  Thoughts  from  the  ma- 
ture Confderation  of  Fails ;  and  bow  far  he  has 
performed  this,  can  appear  from  FaSls  only  $  for 
as  in  Law,  fo  in  Politics,  the  Worth  of  an  Opi- 
nion does  not  confift  in  its  being  happily  expreffed,  or 
bandfomely  maintained,  either  by  logical  Deductions, 
or  Authorities  learnedly  quoted,  but  in  its  Confor- 
mity to  Tfuth  :  If  it  fails  in  this,  the  Lawyer  is 
tmftaken,  and  the  Politician  deceived,  let  the  Parts 
of  the  one,  or  the  Abilities  of  the  other \  be  what 
they  will.  And  tbo'  in  tbefe  Cafes  it  is  a  great 
Hazard  that  a  Man  runs,  yet  there  is  this  Comfort 
attends  it,  that  there  is  a  certain  Criterion  which 
decides  with  regard  to  the  Redtitude  of  i/x  Notions 
beyond  all  Difpute. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

| HERE  is  nothing  clearer  to  fuch,  as  have 
taken  the  Pains  to  make  themfelves  Mailers 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Learning,  than  that  every 
Age  has  its  peculiar  Tafte  ;  perhaps  a  Wri- 
ter, like  Montaigne,  would  call  it  Humour ; 
from  whence  it  follows,  that  Authors  who 
are  the  Obje<fts  of  Admiration  in  one  Age* 
become  the  Ridicule  of  the  next.  In  that  which  preceded  the 
prefent,  Systems  were  in  great  Efteem,  and  nothing  recom- 
mended a  Writer  more,  than  his  being  very  copious,  and  very 
methodical*  From  this  Spirit  proceeded  voluminous  Syftems  of 
Hiftory,  Law,  Phyfick,  Mathematicks,  and  Divinity :  but 
the  very  Learning  which  this  kind  of  Writing  furnifhed,  being 
Efficient  to  difcover  its  Imperfe&ions,  and  to  enable  the  Reader 
to  fee  that  it  was  contrived  rather  to  circumfcribe,  than  to  ex- 
tend his  Views  ;  there  can  be  no  Wonder  that  it  grew  into 
Dtfcredit,  or  that  after  being  thoroughly  and  warmly  expofed,  • 
People  run  by  Degrees  into  the  oppoute  Extream,  were  for 
banifhing  Syftems,  and  for  contra&ing,  as  much  as  poffible,  fo 
a  to  bring  the  Elements  and  firft  Principles  of  Knowledge 
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mto  a  narrow  Compafs,  by  which  the  FoBts  of  the  laft  Agt 
were  in  the  Beginning  of  this  reduced  into  Duodecimos. 

It  has  been  fince  found,  that  this  Way  of  writing  has  alfo  its 
Inconvenience,  that  thefe  Abridgments  were  not  always  made 
with  that  exquifitc  Judgment,  that  it  required  to  render  them 
uieful  j  that  fome  Things  falfe  and  uncertain  were  retain'd,  and 
others  of  great  Weight  and  Importance  omitted}  which 
obliged  fuch  as  were  defirous  of  being;  thoroughly  Matter  of 
a  Subjefi,  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  larger  Works,  that  had 
been  fo  much  decry'd,  in  order  to  extraft  from  them  fuch  Par- 
ticulars as  were  truly  valuable,  and  ferved  to  explain  and  elu- 
cidate thofe  Principles  of  Learning  that  were  obfcure  and  un- 
intelligible without  them.  For  the  facilitating  this,  Men  of 
great Tnduftry,  and  who  had  Time  upon  their  Hands,  began 
to  colled  and  ranoe  thefe  Paflages  in  a  new  Order;  and  from 
hence  arofe  the  modern  Invention  of  Dictionaries,  I  mean 
not  fuch  as  explain  Words,  but  Things,  which  are  now  be- 
come very  numerous.  Thefe,  without  doubt,  are  convtaitnt 
Tools  in  the  Hands  of  able  Workmen ;  but  there  is  one  Sci- 
ence which  is  very  important,  indeed  abfolutely  neceflaiy 
towards  forming  the  Mind  of  an  accomplifhed  Gentleman,  in 
which  neither  the  Compendium  nor  the  Dictionary  can  be  of  any 
Ufe  at  all. 

The  Science  I  mean  is  Politicks  ;  bv  which  I  under- 
ftand  a  comprehenfive  Knowledge  of  the  fundamental  Maxims 
of  Policy,  grounded  upon  the  actual  and  real  Interefb  of  the 
fevcral  Governments  of  Europe  ;  and  this*  is  not  only  a  polite 
as  well  as  ufeful  kind  of  Learning,  the  Study  of  whicn  may  be 
'  therefore  recommended  without  Pedantry,  but  is  in  Reality  a 
Point  of  great  Confequence;  becaufe  without  this  Knowledge 
it  Will  be  a  Thing  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  for  a 
)roung  Gentleman  to  qualify  himfelf  for  the  Service  of  his  i 
Country ;  in  the  prefent  Times  more  efpecially,  when  to  be  j 
able  to  have  a  thorough  Notion  of  the  Interefis  of  Great  \ 
Britain^  it  is  not  barely  expedient,  but  abfolutely  neceflary   to  j 
have  a  clear  Iniight  into  the  Concerns  of  att  the  Eteropeaml 
Powfers. 

Thofe  certainly  are  much  in  the  Wrong  who  pretend  tq 
treat  this  as  a  Misfortune,  and  wodld  perfiiade  us,  that  i$ 
Would  be  at  leaft  much  to  the  Advantage,  if  not  for  the  Credit 
of  our  Country,  if  our  Affairs  were  araWn  into  a  iwrowei 
Compafs,  and  our  Attention  ftruSHy  confined  to  our  own  Con- 
certs. This  never  was,  indeed  never  can  t>e  the  Cafe  of 
great,  a  free,  and  a  trading  Nation,  and  more  efpeciaHy  of 
Maritime  Power*  which  is,  and  I  hope  will  ever  be,  the  Cha« 
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raSerifticks  of  tbe  British  People,  as  long  as  they  continue 
a  People.  While  we  are  in  this  State,  we  muft  be  refpeSed, 
courted,  and  applied,  to  upon  many  Occaiions  by  Foreigners  ; 
and  therefore  it  muft  be  as  I  have  ftated  it,  absolutely  neceflary 
that  at  leaft  fuch  as  manage  our  Affairs,  and  while  we  continue 
to  enjoy  our  Liberties*  this  will  take  in  a  very  large  Number, 
Jhould  be  thoroughly  converfant  with  Foreign  Interefts,  that 
from  thence  on  certain  Occafions,  they  may  have  a  right  No- 
tion of  their  own.  Without  this  tbey  will  be  liable  not  only 
to  be  outwitted  by  their  Enemies,  but  to  be  the  Dupes  alfo  of 
their  Allies ;  they  may  be  drawn  into  Quarrels  in  which  they 
have  no  Concern  ;  and  where  they  have  a  Concern  they  may 
very  poffible  miftake  it,  and  engage  very  improperly,  if  not  on 
the  wrong  Side. 

One  might  eafily  illuftrate  this  by  many  Examples  ;  but  per- 
haps that  would  be  an  invidious  Tafk,  becaufe  it  would  engage 
a  Man  either  to  efpoufe,  or. to  oppofe  the  eftablifeed  Do&rint 
of  Parties,  which  k  not  only  contrary  to  my  own  Inclination, 
but  to  the  very  Defign  of  this  Work,  in  which  I  hope  there 
will  appear  no  Leaning  or  the  fmajleft  Biafs  of  that  kind;  for 
fuch  Dodrines  are  of  the  Nature  of  Syftems  in  Phyfick,  and 
Philoibphy,  they  ferve  to  eftablifh  a  popylar  Reputation  upon 
the  Ruins  of  Juftice  and  Truth.  The  great  Bufuiefs  in  this 
Cafe  is  to  diftinguiOi  where  Right  lies,  and  then  to  embrace  it, 
Jet  it  lie  where  it  will  The  latter  is  not  without  its  Difficul- 
ties ;  but  the  former  is  embarrafled  with  tyem  in  a  much  greater 
degree ;  for  to  acquire  juft  Sentiments  of  the  political  Views, 
and  real  Interefts  of  foreign  Nations,  is  no  eafy  Matter,  nor 
are  the  Helps  to  it  readily  found. 

It  may  be  expeded  that  the  Foundation  of  this  fort  of  Know* 
ledge,  ought  to  be  laid  from  the  Perufal  of  Books  relating  to 
the  Conftitutions,  Laws,  and  Government  of  the  refpefiive 
Countries,  not  without  an  Infight  alfo  into  their  Antiquities. 
But  if  we  conlider  firft  how  laborious  as  well  as  how  tedious  an 
Undertaking  this  would  be ;  and  next  how  very  little  thofe  Men 
are,  generally  fpcaking,  fkilled  in  the  political  Interefts  of  their 
refpeSive  Countries,  who  are  beft  verfed  in  their  Laws  and  Con- 
ftitutions, or  deepeft  read  in  their  Records  and  Antiquities,  we 
fhall  very  eafily  difcern,  that  as  this  Method  would  be  in  a  great 
meafure  impracticable ;  fo  allowing  it  to  l>e  never  fo  eafy,  it 
would  neverthelefs  be  very  wide  of  anfwering  the  Purpofe.  Yet 
I  am  far  from  averting,  that  it  ought  to  be  totally  difregarded  ; 
fo  far  from  it,  that  if  a  Man  has  Leifure,  Opportunity,  and 
Abilities,  to  look  into  thefe  Things,  he  will  hardly  have  Oc- 
cafion  to  complain,  that  his  Time  has  been  mif-fpent,  or 
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"that  Natl6ns  are  Co  much  altered  in  a  long  Oourfe  of  Ages  as 
lo  becorte  quite  a  different  fort  of  People ;  for  in  general  I 
believe  the  contrary  of  this  will  be  found  true,  and  that  the 
Climate,  the  Soil,  the  Cuftoms,,  and  Examples  of  their  Ancef-* 
tors,  have  a  very  ftrong  Efieft  upon  moft  Nations  ;  but  this  is 
a  philofophical  Refinement  upon  PoKticks,  which  it  requires  a 
ycry  nice  Judgment  to  apply,  tho9  by  fuch  it  may  be  fometimes 
very  happily  applied  even  in  r^fpeA  to  modern  Tranfa&ions,  as 
.well  in  the  Cabinet  as  in  the  Field.       , 

Reading  the  general  Hiftories  of  all  Nations,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  are  moft  inEfteem,  is  a  readier,  and  eafier,  and 
"a  much  better  Help  than  the  former;  but  this  muft  be  ufed  with 
J' Caution.  .  It  will  indeed  ferve  to  give  us  tolerable  Notions  of 
great  Events,  diftinguiflied  Characters,  important  Revolutions, 
'and  their  Consequences.  But  we  muft  always  remember,  that 
the  Hiftorian  has  a  natural,  and  perhaps  a  laudable  Partiality 
for  his  Country ;  and  that  to  be  clearly  Mafter  of  the  Truth, 
one  ought  to  compare  his  Accounts  with  thofe  that  are  given  by 
'  the  Writers  of  other  Nations,  which  is  likewife  a  Work  of 
much  Labour  and  Fatigue.  We  fhould  likewife  reflefi,  that 
in  general  Hiftories  the  Cdmpafs,  with  refpeft  to  Time  and 
Fads,  is  fo  large,  that  the  Springs  and  Motives,  which  is  what 
a  Politician  chiefly  looks  for,  are  feldom  fet  down ;  and  that 
where  they  are,  it  requires  much  Skill  and  great  Circumfpe&ion 
to  difcern  whether  they  are  wholly,  or  if  not,  how  far  they 
ftiay  be  depended  upon.  Yet  this  Way  has  its  Ufes;  and  there 
is  in  Reality  no  better  Method  of  forming  a  right  Idea  of  the 
Spirit,  Genius,  and  Temper  of  a  Nation,  than  by  perufing 
their  Hiftories ;  for  by  knowing  what  a  Nation  has  done  or 
fuffered,  when  that  comes  to  be  the  Point  under  Consideration , 
we  may  beft  judge  what  they  can  atchieve,  or  to  what  Degree 
they  will  bear. 

The  private  Memoirs  of  able  Statefmen  and  illuftrious  Cap- 
tains is  another  Source  from  whence  this  Sort  of  Knowledge* 
in  the  Opinion  of  moft  People,  is  likely  to  be  drawn ;  yet  here 
again  great  Penetration  is  requifite,  and  much  Caution  is  to  be 
ufed.  For  Perfons  of  that  Rank  being  fo  deeply  engaged  in  Af- 
fairs themfelves,  endeavour  for  the  moft  part  to  reprefent  Things 
as  much  as  poffible  in  a  Light  the  moft  favourable  for  their  own 
Reputation ;  and  if,  upon  particular  Occailons,  they  give  us 
evident  Marks  of  their  Sincerity,  we  cannot  conclude  from 
thence  that  they  are  always  conducted  by  the  fame  Spirit ;  for 
fometimes  thefe  very  Strokes  are  intended  to  furprize  our  Con- 
fidence, and  to  engage  us  in  an  implicit  Belief  of  all  they  fay* 
Bcfidcs,  even  thefe  great  Men,  being  but  Men,  are  liable  to 
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be  deceived,  and  confequently  may  deceive  lit,  without  defin- 
ing it,  which  makes  it  neceflary  for  us  to  get  the  beft  Lights  we 
can  as  to  the  Temper,  Views,  and  particular  Foibles  of  fuch 
Writers.  For  want  of  being  acquainted  with  thefe,  we  may  be 
earned  into  a  wrong  Road,  and  bewildered  at  the  very  Time 
when  we  imagined  we  were  near  our  Journey's  End.  It  is 
however  right  to  make  ufe  of  this  Sort  of  Reading,  provided 
we  are  very  attentive,  reflect  upon  what  we  read,  and  fet  up  a 
Resolution  not  to  be  borne  down  by  the  Credit  of  our  Author ; 
&ice  in  reading  the  Memoirs,  as  well  as  in  converting  perfonally 
with  great  Men,  we  are  naturally  apt  to  receive  Impreffions  from 
them,  which  we  cannot  eafily  make  off;  and  the  greater  their 
Abilities,  the  greater  our  Danger  is  in  this  Refpe&,  an  Aicen* 
dency  once  cfiabliflied  being  very  hardly  if  ever  fhaken  off,  by 
the  moft  vigorous  Understanding. 

The  Peru&l  of  polemical  Writings  upon  Points  of  high  Con* 
iequence,  is  another,  and  indeed  a  very  confiderable  Help,  more 
efpecially,  if  the  Controverfy  be  between  Nations ;  for  then  not 
only  the  ableft  Writers  are  ufually  employed  on  both  Sides,  but 
we  are  pretty  fure  of  having  the  Truth  in  fome  Meafure  ftruck 
out  between  them.  Thus  in  the  Writings  of  Selden  and 
Grotius,  we  fee  almoft  all  that  can  be  faid  upon  that  famous 
Qucftion  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea  j  in  the  Pieces  publiflied 
upon  the  late  French  King's  claiming,  in  Right  of  his  Queen, 
the  moft  valuable  Provinces  in  the  Low-Countries,  and  the  An- 
fwers  to  them,  the  Dodrine  as  to  Succeffions  and  Renunciations  is 
fully  explained ;  and  the  Paper- War  between  the  late  Czar 
and  his  Rival  Charles  XII.  let  us  into  many  Secrets  that 
otherwife  would  never  have  been  known.  All  Collections  there- 
fore of  this  Kind,  are  highly  valuable ;  and  provided  we  can 
but  preferve  a  fteady  Attention,  and  are  fecure  of  our  own  Im- 
partiality, we  have  a  Very  fair  Opportunity  of  reaping  much  Im- 
provement by  this  Sort  of  Study.  In  domeftick  Difputes  between 
r  actions  it  is  quite  otherwife ;  for  very  often  the  Cafe  is  mif- 
reprefented  alike  by  both  Parties  $  and  tho*  we  are  ever  fo  well 
verted  in  the  Controversy  it  is  a  very  great  Chance,  whether  we 
ever  get  Sight  of  the  Truth,  at  leaft  if  we  have  not  a  Hint  of 
it  fome  other  Way. 

Gazettes  and  News-Papers,  in  refpeft  to  the  Story  of 
prefent  Times,  are  not  to  be  negleded ;  it  is  true  they  are  but 
indifferent  Evidence,  but  generally  fpeaking  they  are  all  the 
Evidence  we  have,  and  with  much  Attention  and  a  reasonable 
Degree  of  Sagacity,  we  may  difcover  Truth  from  FaHhood, 
even  in  them.  Indeed  it  is  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  Ufes  that 
are  to  be'  made  of  thefe,  that  the  enfukig  Work  was  compofed* 
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by  having  a  general  Knowledge  of  the  Syftem  of  Affairs  in 
Europe*  and  of  the  political  Views  and  Interefts  of  the  particular 
Kingdoms  and  States  therein,  we  may  be  enabled  to  make  a 
right  Application  of  that  Kind  of  Reading,  and  to  form. a  juft 
Notion  of  what  is  paffing  in  the  World,  notwithftanding  the 
Difguifc6  under  which  Fads  appear  in  fome  Papers  j  and  which 
is  a  commoner  Cafe,  the  Incorrednefs  with  which,  for  want  of 
having  proper  Lights,  they  are  related  in  others.    Almoft  every 
Country  in  Europe  has  its  Gazette,  or  Paper  by  Diredion, 
in  which  we  are  fure  to  find  every  thing  fet  forth  with  fuch  Co* 
lourings  as  may  beft  fuit  the  Interefls  of  that  Power  from  which 
the  Paper  derives  its  Authority.    The  Paris  Gazette,  for 
Inftance,  has  been  very  well  chara&erifed  by  a  Writer  of  that 
Nation,  that  it  is  the  beft  written,  and  the  iea/i  read  of  any  in 
Europe.    The  Language  is  very  correS  and  pure,  the  Fa£to 
are  well  told,  and  ranged  in  their  proper  Order  j  but  we  may 
be  fure  that  nothing  finds  a  Place  there  injurious  to  the  Intereft, 
or  repugnant  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  French  Minfftry.     We 
may  fometimes  learn  from  it  Things  of  Cojifequence,  with 
regard  to  other  Countries  $  but  as  to  thofe  of  France,  nothing 
appears  but  the  News  of  the  Court,  withoqt  either  Reafoning 
or  Reflection.     The  latter  Part  of  this  Chara&er  belongs  to 
Oioft  other  Gazettes  by  Authority ;  that  is  to  fay,  we  can 
depend  upon  nothing  in  them  but  the  Dates  and  Fads,  nor  upon 
the  Circumftances  of  the  latter,  if  they  are  of  any  Importance  ; 
but  by  the  Comparifon  of  thefe  Gazettes  with  each  other, 
and  a  due  Attention  to  the  Partiality  of  each,  we  may,  generally 
{peaking,  colled  the  Truth.    In  refpeft  to  other  Papers  of  In- 
telligence, a  very  fhort  Acquaintance  with  them  will  let  us  into 
the  Charader,  Spirit,  and  Views  of  theii  Writers  j  and  from 
thence  we  are  to  judge  of  the  Credit  due  to  their  refpedive 
Relations. 

To  facilitate  this  critical  Kind  of  Reading,  by  which  alone 
we  can  be  enabled  to  judge  of  what  pafles  in  our  own  Times,  and 
What  Alterations  happen  in  the  Power,  the  Influence,  the  Con- 
nexion, the  Interefls,  and  the  Views  of  the  feveral  States 
of  Europe,  we  muft  conftantly  keep  in  Mind  the  general 
Scheme,  and  the  particular  Plan  before  mentioned.  To  fur- 
nifli  the  Rtader  with  which,  is  the  fimple  and  fole  Defign  of  the 
following  Sheets,  in  which  they  are  as  fairly  and  as  fuccin&Iy 
fet  down  as  poffible. .  One  muft  however  allow,  that  general 
Celle&iom  of  Treaties^  and  a  Tinflure  of  the  Law  of  Nations, 
Which  may  be  collected  from  Grotius  and  Puffendorf,  and 
a  general  Notion  of  the  Geography  and  Hijlory  of  Countries, 
ire  alfo  neceflary  $  but  thefe  making  always  a  Part  of  polite 
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Education,  which  is  a  Stru&ure  we  fuppofc  already  raited,  and 
by  no  means  undertake  to  lay  within  (b  narrow  a  Compafi ; 
what  we  have  tooffer is  accefibty  only;  and  this  it  was  neceflary 
to  prcmife,  that  things  might  not  be  taken  in  a  wrong  Light,  or 
more  he  expe&ed  from  the  following  Treatife  than  it  was  ever 
intended  to  pontain.  It  is  infinitely  better  to  keep  our  Promifes 
within  Bounds,  and  to  perform  themftri&ly,  than  to  endeavour 
toraife  vaft  Expectations  in  the  Reader;  and  then  firuftrate 
thofe  very  Expectations  we  have  been  at  fo  much  Pains  to  raife. 
Am  like  th$fc  are  fixnetimes  ufed,  in  order  to  make  Way  for 
Sequels  or  fecond  Parts,  which  is  not  at  all  in  our  Intention, 
as  they  flow  from  the  Vanity  of  a  Writer,  wbofe  AfFe&ion  for 
his  own  Abilities  magnifies  to  himfelf  alone,  the  Merits  of  his 
Performances  and  of  this  too  it  is  hoped,  .that  nothing  will 
appear  in  this  Treatife,  fince  we  are  equally  fenfible  of  the  Dif- 
ficulty of  the  Talk,  and  of  our  own  Deficiencies;  but  to  break 
the  Ice,  and  to  give  an  Opening  to  what  may  be  made  ufeful 
and  valuable,  ought  to  ftand  us  m  fome  flead  with  the  Publick, 
and  defend  from  Cenfiire  what  was  never  meant  to  acquire 
Applaufe.  The  being  ferviceable  to  Mankind  gives  infinitely 
more  Satisfa&ion  to  ah  boneft  Mind  than  either  Admiration  or 
fraife. 

To  fet  this  Matter  in  a  ftill  clearer  Light,  it  may  not  bt 
amifi  however  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a  wide  Difference  be- 
tween a  G/^gr^&Vtf/Defcription,  or  an  Ht/lorical  Account  .of 
a  Country,  and  a  Political  new  of  its  State  and  Interefts.  The 
latter  cannot  indeed  be  known,  without  having  fome  idea  of  the 
farmer;  but  this  may  be  brought  within  much  narrower  Limits* 
$han  is  commonly  imagined.  The  Manner  at  prefent  in  Ufe 
for  conveying  the  Principles  of  thefe  Sciences,  is  much  more 
expanded;  and  cpnfequently  more  tedious  and  troublefome  than 
is  neceflary ;  and  may  very  well  be  reckoned  one  of  thfe  chief 
Caufes,  why  (b  few  apply  themfelves  to  the  Study  of  them  with 
that  Steadinefs  and  Attention,  which  is  requisite  to  become 
Matters  of  what  is  pra&icable  and  ufeful  $  that  is,  what  every 
Day's  Occafions  call  for,  and  which  may  be  as  fpeedily  applied, 
But  it  is  one  Thing  to  endeavour  the,  letting  thefe  Matters  in 
fucb  a  Light  as  is  requifite  for  thofe  who  are  wholly  unacquaint- 
ed with  them,  and  quite  another  to  range  the  Heads  requifite 
to  fuch  -a  Political  Introduction  in  their  natural  Order,  fo  as  to 
refrefli  the  Memories  of  fuch  as  are  already  acquainted  with 
them,  and  enable  the  Reader  to  conned  Events  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  general  Syftem  of  Things,  in  the  gradual  Pro- 
grefe  of  bis  own  Inquiries  and  curforary  ObfervatoQfls  on  the 
Court  of  puWkk  A$ Wh 
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In  order  to  make  the  general  Method  of  this  Difcourfe  evident, 
as  well  as  the  Dependence  of  its  Parts  upon  each  other,  it  is  re- 
quifite  that  we  fhould  acquaint  our  Readers  with  the  Rules  ob- 
served therein.  In  the  firft  Place  then,  we  take  Notice  of  thofe 
principal  and  leading  Parts  of  Policy,  that  are,  as  it  were, 
the  Kejre  by  which  Men  of  Penetration  unlock  the  Cabinets  of 
Princes,  difcover  the  true  Maxims  of  their  Politicks;  and  thro* 
the  Varnifli  of  outward  Colourings  pierce  into  their  moft  fecret 
Refolutions,  and  diftinguifh  their  pretended  from  their  real 
Views.  We  proceed  next  to  the  General  State  of  Europe, 
and  give,  as  near  as  we  can,  a  clear  and  concife  Detail  of  the 
relative  Force  of  its  feveral  Parts,  of  the  Ties  by  which  fome 
of  thefe  are  united  one  to  another,  of  the  complicated  Powers 
arifing  from  thence,  with  the  Proportion  between  them,  and 
whatever  elfe  regards  the  Title  of  the  Chapter,  and  extends  to 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  collectively  confidered.  The  Way  be- 
ing thus  paved  for  fetting  out  the  prefent  State  and  particular  In- 
terefts  of  its  feveral  Powers  refpe&ively,  we  begin  with  the 
Northern  Potentates,  and  proceeding  in  the  plaineft  and  moft 
natural  Manner  poflible,  we  fpeak  of  each  Kingdom  and  State, 
its  Forces,  Intereft,  and  Maxims,  as  they  flood  upon  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  by  which  the  Peace  - 
of  Europe  has  been  fo  far  reftored,  as  to  enable  the  judicious 
Reader  to  gain  a  rational  ProfpecT:  of  what  may  enfue  during 
the*  remaining  Part  of  the  prefent  Century. 


C    H    A    P.     I. 

Of  the  Univerfal  Principles  of  Policy,    or  Ge- 
neral Interejls  of  every  Government. 

IT  is  a  juft  and  fenfible  Remark  of  a  great  Spanijh  Writer, 
that  "  as  the  Motives  of  Submiffion  are  the  fame  in  all  So- 
*  cieties  whatever,  fo  from  thence  certain  Principles  arife,  from 
"  the  various  Combinations  of  which,  according  to  the  Nature 
"  of  Times  and  Tempers  of  Men,  different  Syftems  of  Rule, 
«  and  various  Methods  of  adminiftring  thefe  Syftems,  become 
**  neceflary,  or  at  leaft  expedient."  If,  therefore,  we  are  well 
acqttftjfoed  with  thefe,  and  accuftom  ourfelves  to  reflect  on  the 
*^*n,S(yn  which  they  have  been  or  may  be  combined,  what  at 
*^^P^  for  want  of  this  Confideration,  appears  myfterious 
;  •    :  '  '  and 
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and  inexplicable,  becomes  by  Degrees  intelligible  and  familiar,  * 
It  is  the  Notion  that  the  governing  Part  of  any  Community  has 
of  this  kind  of  Science,  that  in  one  Senfe  is  properly  Ailed 
Interest,  and  in  this  Senfe  it  is  that  an  illuftrious  and 
able  French  Politician  fays  truly,  and  with  great  Spirit,  that 
Kings  govern  Nations,  and  Intereft  governs  Kings  :  Les 
Princes  commandent  aux  Peuples,  &  f  Intereft  commande  aux 
Princes. 

According  to  the  Form  of  Government  that  prevails,  this 
Maxim  is  to  be  underftood.  In  abfolute  Governments,  if  the 
Monarch  has  real  Abilities,  his  Senfe  of  publick  Affairs  is  the 
Intereft  of  the  Body  Politick,  of  which  he  is  the  Head ;  and  if 
he  wants  Abilities,  it  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the  Sentiment  of 
his  Prime  Minifter  that  occupies  that  Place.  In  limited  Go- 
vernments, Intereft  depends  upon  the  Notions  Of  thofe,  who 
according  to  the  Conftitution  are  vefted  with  fupreme  Power  ; 
and  in  uich  Governments  their  Notions  may  be  very  eafily 
known,  becaufe  their  firft  Maxim  is,  that  what  is  for  the 
general  Benefit  fliould  be  generally  underftood.  In  Ariftocratk 
States,  or  Commonwealths  governed  by  the  Nobility,  their 
Senfe  of  Things  is  looked  upon  as  the  Publick  Intereft.  In  free 
States  again,  where  the  People,  or  all  who  have  a. certain  De- 
gree of  Property,  are  confidered  as  the  fupreme  Power,  the 
Genius  of  the  Nation,  by  which  I  mean  their  general  Temper 
and  Difpofitiori,  is  the  Index  that  points  out  their  Intereft.  The 
firft  Thing  therefore  that  is  requifite  to  be  underftood  in  prac- 
tical Politicks,  is  the  true  State  of  the  Government  fubfifting 
in  any  Country.  I  fay  the  true  State ;  for  the  exterior  and 
nominal  Conftitution  is  to  be  found  in  every  Compendium  of 
Geography  or  Hiftory.  But  if  an  arbitrary  Monarch  confides 
in  a  Junto,  his  Government  is,  in  efied,  an  Ariftocracy.  If 
a  limited  Prince  either  governs,  or  is  governed  by  the  Heads  of 
of  a  Party,  the  Conftitution  becomes  from  that  Moment  * 
an  Oligarchy ;  and  this  is  alfo  the  Condition  of  a  Popular 
State,  where  by  any  fudden  Revolution,  or  by  the  gradual 
working  of  a  deep-laid  Intrigue,  the  like  Change  is  brought 
about. 

But  this  is  to  be  confidered  only  as  the  accidental  Intereft  of 
any  Country ;  for  befides  this,  there  is  a  real  Intereft  which 
arifes  from  the  Principles  before  mentioned ;  and  the  wife  or 
weak,  the  good  or  ill,  the  fteady  or  fluctuating  Adminiftra- 
tion  in  every  Government,  is  owing  to  the  Harmony  or  the 
Oppofition  between  its  a&ual  and  its  real  Interefts.  The  for- 
mer wc  have  flrcwn  is  no  otherwife  to  be  discovered  than  by  In- 
fer. 
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formation,  as  to  the  Rand*  in  which  the  Power  U  Intruded  % 
and  this  may  be  derived  either  from  Intelligence  from  thofe  who 
have  lived  long  under,  or  had  aji  Opportunity  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with,  any  Government ;  or  it  may  be  the  Fruit  of  Ob- 
fervation.  For  if  we  confider  the  Conduct  of  any  Nation,  in 
rc(pe<ft  to  a  few  capital  Points,  and  compare  it  with  the  real  In- 
tertft  of  that  Nation,  we  fball  very  fpeedily,  and  with  great 
Certainty,  difcern  the  true  Spirit  of  its  Government.  And  this 
in  mod  Cafes  will  be  found  the  fafeft  Way  of  judging,  or  at 
leaft  it  will  enable  us  to  correct  the  other  Mode  of  Information, 

Sf  ihewing  us  what  Part  of  our  Intelligence  is  worthy  of  Cre~ 
t,  and  what  ought  to  be  rejected,  let  it  come  from  what  Au- 
thority it  will.  We  know  this  is  an  infallible  Maxim,  Yejkalt 
jajjge  by  their  Frufts. 

But  we  come  now  to  the  great  Point  of  all,  which  is  that  of 
Separating  and  diftinguifhing  the  Principles  upon  which  the  real 
Interefts  of  all  Nations  are  founded ;  and  this,  as  in  the  other 
Art  of  decyphering,  depends  upon  five  great  Points,  which 
may  be  metaphorically  ftiled  Political  Vewth.  Of  each  of  thefc 
in  their  Order  we  will  fpeak  as  fuccindly  as  poffible,  becaufe 
we  are  aware,  that  to  fome  Readers  this  Part  of  the  Work  may 
feem  tedious,  which  is  common  to  the  elementary  Parts  of  all 
Sciences  $  arid  yet  without  due  Attention  to  them,  no  Branch 
of  Learning  can  be  fully  or  thoroughly  understood.  To 
thefe  there  \%  a  frequent  Neceffity  of  having  recourfe;  and 
no  Man  is  ever  Mafter  of  any  Kind  of  Study,  till  he  feels 
the  Advantage,  and  is  fully  fatisfied  as  to  the  life  of  its  funda- 
mental Principles.  For  then,  to  refume  the  former  Coni- 
parifon,  he  firft  fpells  with  little^  Trouble,  and  at  length 
reads  fluently  and  without  Hefitation,  what  one  would  have 
thought  him  an  Oedipus,  who  fliould  have  been  able  to  un- 
riddle. 

The  firft  Principle  tending  to  demonftrate  the  rw/Intereft 
of  a  People,  is  their  Religion  ;  for  that  will  always  have  its 
Weight.  It  is  true,  that  the  Reality  and  Importance  of  this 
appeared  ftronger  in  the  laft  Age  than  in  the  prefent,  when 

Eerhaps  there  was  a  fincerer  Senfe  of  it  in  moft  Countries  ; 
ut  it  is  ftill  of  Confeouence  enough  to  maintain  its  Poft.  For 
how  moderate  foever  Men  may  be  in  their  Profeffions,  how 
lukewarm  foever  in  their  Practices,  yet  either  from  Principle* 
from  worldly  Motives,  or  from  Cuftom,  they  will  have  a  Rea- 
dinefs  to  unite  with  fuch  as  declare  tbemfelves  of  the  fame 
Belief,  and  an  Eagernefs  in  oppofing  thofe  who  differ  from 
them.     In  fbort,  Infidel,  Bigot,  and  Heretick,  remain  ftill 
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Terms  of  Enmity ;  and  though  they  have  not  the  lame  Strength 
as  heretofore,  each  of  them  has  yet  its  Meaning,  and  carries  a 
laige  Proportion  of  Refentment  with  it. 

Next  to  Religion,  the  natural  Grounds  of  Friendfliip,  Alli- 
ances, or  Amity,  is  a  leading  Principle.  In  Monarchies  this 
fometimes  arifes  from  Nations  being  governed  by  the  fame  Fa* 
roily.  As  for  Inftance,  in  France,  Spain,  and  Naples,  we  have 
feen,  and  in  all  Probability  we  (hall  fee,  that  this  has  a  great 
EfieS;  and  that  the  Meafures  of  the  Head  of  the  Houfe  will 
be,  generally  fpeaking,  acquiefced  in  by  all  its  Branches.  Some- 
times it  arifes  from  Intermarriages  j  but  very  little  Strefs  is  to  be 
laid  upon  this,  where  the  Princes  are  equal,  but  a  very  great 
Weight  where  it  is  otherwife.  For  a  great  King,  or  his  Heu; 
apparent,  marrying  a  Princefs,  Daughter  to  an  inferior  Prince, 
attaches  the  latter  to  his  Intereft :  and  this  without  Doubt  was 
the  Motive  to  a  late  Match,  that  need  not  be  mentioned.  Some* 
rimes  it  proceeds  from  an  Identity  of  Interefts,  as  between  the 
Maritime  Powers,  whom  Refped  to  mutual  Safety  keeps  clofely 
united.  At  other  times  it  arifes  from  having  like  Views; 
which  was  formerly  the  Cafe  between  Sweden  and  France,  and 
has  been  of  late  that  of  France  and  another  Power,  as  in  Reafon 
it  ought  to  be  between  the  Emprefs  Queen  and  the  King;  of 
Sardinia.  There  is  alfo  a  Kind  of  Connexion  that  fprings 
from  the  Similarity  of  Government  ;  ^whence  we  fometimes  > 
hear  of  the  common  Caufe  of  Kings,  and  the  joint  Intereft 
of  Republicks ;  but  this  feems  rather  for  a  Colour  than  a  Prin- 
ciple. 

The  third  general  Head  is,*  that  of  Situation.  Our  own  is  a 
pregnant  Inftance  of  this  ;  a  great  Part  of  our  Politicks  are,  or 
at  leaft  ought  to  be,  dictated  to  us  from  our  Pofition  as  an  Ifiand, 
which  makes  a  martial  Spirit  univerfally  diffufed  amongft  our 
People,  and  a  great  maritime  Force,  our  natural  Strength  5.  as 
Commerce,  not  Conqueft,  is  our  true  Principle  of  Acquifition. 
As  to  the  Efle£b  of  Situation  upon  the  Continent,  they  will  be 
naturally  explained  in  that  Part  of  the  following  Work  where 
we  fpeak  of  the  BaUances  of  Power  >  I  mean  of  the  inferior  Bal- 
lances  which  arife  chiefly  from  Vicinity,  and  that  Neceffity 
which  weaker  Neighbours  feel  of  living  in  Union,  to  prevent 
their  being  opprefled  or  fwallowed  up  by  fome  fuperior  Power, 
that  can  be  only  kept  in  Awe  by  fuch  an  Union. 

The  relative  State  of  a  Nation  is  the  fourth  Principle,  by 
which  is  meant  its  being  in  a  better  or  a  worfe  Condition  than 
formerly.  For  if  any  People  are  fiufhed  with  Succefs  in  War, 
in  Commerce,  or  from  the  Change  of  their  Government  to  a 
milder  from  a  feyererForm;  their  Courage  naturally  rifes, 
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their  Refolutions  are  quicker  taken,  and  executed  witti  unufual 
Vigour.  On  the  other  hand,  if  People  are  deje&ed  byfrequent 
LoiTes,  torn  by  inteftine  Fa&ions,  or  any  other  way  internally 
diftrefled,  their  Deliberations  are  confufed,  their  Refolutions 
flow,  and  an  apparent  Languor  is  vifible,  whenever  they  at- 
tempt to  carry  their  Refolutions  into  Execution. 

The  laft  Principle  in  general  Politicks,  is  that  of  Claims  or 
Pretenfions ;  for  there  is  always  a  Diffidence,  or  an  Incompati- 
bility of  Interefts,  between  fuch  Powers  as  have  Pretenfions 
upon  each  other,  of  which,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  and  pre- 
fent  Age,  we  have  feen  fo  many  flagrant  Inftances,  that  toinfift 
upon  it  would  be  needlefs.  It  (hall  fuffice  therefore  to  obferve, 
that  where  thefe  feem  to  be  got  over,  and  a  temporary  Conjunc- 
tion is  brought  about,  it  is  always  weak  and  unfound ;  and, 
like  all  unnatural  Motions,  however  violent,  is  never  tailing. 
The  Alliance  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid  is  a 
modern  as  well  as*memorable  Proof  of  it :  Europe  was  fcarce 
alarmed  by  their  Conjun&ion,  before  its  Fears  were  quieted  by 
(heir  Separation. 

It  requires  great  Force  of  Mind,  much  Application,  and  a 
large  Compafs  of  Knowledge,  to  apply  thefe  general  Principles 
to  each  particular  State.  A  fuperior  Genius,  capable  of  this  in 
its  utmoft  Extent,  and  to  the  higheft  Degree  of  Perfection,  be- 
comes a  confummate  Statefman ;  one  fit  not  to  affift  only,  but 
even  to  dire&  the  greateft  Monarch.  And  therefore  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V-  who  was  at  once  the  wifeft  and  moft  for- 
tunate Prince  of  the  Age  in  which  he  lived,  had  Reafon  to  fay 
to  his  Son  Philip  II.  when  he  introduced  to  him  his  Secretary 
Erafoy  the  Day  after  he  had  refigned  to  him  fo  many  Kingdoms, 
and  recommended  him  to  his  Service ;  "  The  Prefent  F  make 
**  you  now,  is  greater  than  that  which  I  made  you  yefter- 
€*  day;  §>uanto  os  hi  dado  ejie  diay  no  es  tanto  que  daros  ejie 
"  criado. 


CHAP.     II. 

A  View   of  the  prefent   State    of  Europe    in 
general. 

THAT  Europe  is,  beyond  all  Comprehenfion.  the  moft 
happy  and  valuable  Quarter  of  the  Globe,  is  a  thing  fo 
much  taken  for  granted;  that  perhaps  few  would  think  a  Mam 
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inuch  In  the  Wrong  who  (hould  conceive  himfelf  under  no 
Obligation  to  prove  it ;  but  I  muft  confefs  this  has  never  beep 
my  Sentiment;  fince,  in  order  to  judge  right,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  in  Politicks  as  well  as  PhUofophy  we  fhould  not  admit  any 
thine  till  it  is  proved,  becaufe  there  is  no  Reafoning  with  the 
fmaSeft  Degree .  of  Certainty,  where  we  are  not  fatisfied  that 
our  Principles  axe  ibufcd.  In  the  firft  Place  then,  thefe  high 
Prerogatives  are  not  derived  to  Europe  from  its  Size,  fince  it  is 
theleaft  of  alt  the  four  Parts  into  which  the  Globe  is  divided  ; 
and,  as  it  may  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  know  thefe  Proportions,  and 
becaufe  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  them  fet  down  any  where 
with  tolerable  Exa&nefs,  I  think  it'  may  not ,  be  amifs  to  give 
them  here. 

If  we  fuppofe  the  whole  habitable.  World  to  be  divided  into 
three  hundred  Parts,  Europe  will  contain  of  thefe  twenty- feven, 
Afo  one  hundred  and  one,  Africa  eighty- two,  and  America 
ninety.  In  refpect  to  People*  though  fhe  certainly  excels  ^Africa 
and  America,  yet  (he  falls  very  far  fhort  oi  Aftay  if  we  may  de- 
pend upon  the  Accounts  that  have  been  given  us  by  the  bc(l 
and  moft  judicious  Travellers,  In  reference  to  Riches,  her 
Gold  and  Silver  Mines  are  not  to  be  compared  with  thofe  in  the 
other  Quarters  of  the  World ;  (he  has  few  or  no  precious  Stones, 
ftridly  fpeaking,  found  in  any  of  the  Countries  which  (he  con- 
tains ;  and  as  to  Spices  and  Perfumes,  we  know  very  well  from 
whence  they  are  brought. 

At  firft  fight  thefe  Remarks  may  feem  to  deftroy  the  copimon 
Opinion,  but  when  more  clofely  examined  they  will  be  found 
to  confirm  it;  for  when  we  lay  one  Country  is  greater,  more 
powerful,  and  more  confiderabfe  than  another,  we  mean  that 
it  is  fo  in  refped  to  the  Condition  of  its  inhabitants  $  and  in 
this  Senfe  we  may  very  fafely  affirm  it  of  Europe. 

For  with  regard  to  Territory,  if  we  confider  what  the  Spa- 
niards, the  Englijb,  the  Portuguefe9,  the  French,  and  the  Dutch 
pofieis  in  other  Parts  of  the  World,  we  may  venture  to  aflert, 
that  it  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  Afia ;  and  if  it  contains  not  fo 
many  People  within  its  own  Bounds,  yet  it  may  be  truly  faid 
to  comihand  more.  As  to  Riches,  it  is  notorious  that  the  Eu- 
ropean Nations  enjoy,  in  confequence  of  their  Trade,  all  that 
Nature  has  beftowed  upon  the  other  Parts  of  the  World.  Thu9 
we  fee,  that  without  any  Prepofleffion  in  favour  of  that  Part  of 
the  Globe  in  which  we  are  feated,  we  have  good  Caufe  to  main- 
tain that  it  furpafles  all  the  reft ;  and  that  we  may  with  Reafon 
admit  for  Truth  what  Cuftom  has  taught  us  to  believe,  that  Eu- 
rope is  indeed  the  happieft,  the  moft  powerful,  and  in  refpe& 
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to  Arts,  Arms,  and  Trade,  by  very  far  the  moft  confiderabk 
Portion  of  the  Globe. 

After  fettling  this  Point,  it  is  natural  to  defcend  to  thofe  ge- 
neral Heads,  whence  the  Grandeur,  and,  which  is  of  no  Ms 
Confequence,  the  Stability  of  the  Government  of  Europe  arife, 
and  on  which  the  Power  and  Safety  of  its  feveral  Parts  depend  ; 
which,  that  we  may  not  multiply  fiich  Articles  beyond  what  is 
neceflary,  we  (hall  confine  to  three  Heads,  vi%.  Religion, 
Trade,  and  the  Union  of  Political  Interefts ;  and  when  we  have 
treated  particularly  of  thefe,  the  general  State  of  Europe  may  be 
thoroughly  and  perfedly  underftood,  and  a  right  Judgment 
formed  of  the  Views  and  Force  of  the  feveral  Parties  therein, 
and  of  the  Nature  of  thofe  Controverfies  which  from  Time  to 
Time  arife  amongft  them,  and  which,  as  Experience  will  (hew, 
may  be  eafily  rcferiM  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  Subjects. 

To  begin  then  with  Religion :  Tho*  it  is  true  that  there  are 
(bme  Pagans  in  the  Swedijh  and  Mufcovite  Lapland,  a  vaft  Mul- 
titude of  Jews  fcattered  through  almoft  every  Country,  and  that 
the  Mahommtdan  Religion  has  the  Sanation  of  publick  Autho- 
rity in  the  Grand  Seignior's  Dominions;  yet  the  prevailing  Re- 
ligion is  Chriftianity,  divided  indeed  into  a  great  Number  of 
Seas,  but  falling  under  the  three  following  capital  Diftinftions  % 
viz.  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  Chriftians  in  Communion 
with  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  Proteftants.  I  muft  confefs  it 
has  always  appeared  to  me  in  the  Light  of  the  moft  difficult 
Talk,  to  fettle  the  Weight  and  Proportion  of  thefe  different 
Interefts ;  and  yet  this  is  a  Point  that  ought  not  to  be  hurried 
over;  becaufe  the  fupporting,  promoting,  and  extending 
their  feveral  religious  Syftems,  makes  a  great  Part  of  the  Bu- 
finefs,  and  is  a  principal  Point  in  the  Policy  of  moft  of  the 
European  Powers;  and  without  a  competent  understanding 
©f  the  Qdeftion  I  propofed,  as  to  the  Strength  or  Weight 
of  each  Party,  the  State  of  Europe  can  never  be  thoroughly 
or  juftly  underftood ;  and  therefore  how  thorny  or  perplexed 
foever  this  Point  may  be,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  difcufs 
it. 

As  to  the  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  they  have  for 
their  Head  whoever  wears  the  Imperial  Diadem  of  Ruflia:  The 
Princes  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  are  alfo  of  this  Religion, 
and  fo  are  the  created  Part  of  the  Chriftians  fubje&  to  the 
<5rand  Seignior,  befides  Multitudes  that  are  fcattered  through 
Hungary,  Poland,  Tranfyhania,  and  (bme  Parts  of  Germany. 
On  the  whole,  after  the  ftri&eft  Computation,  and  moft 
mature  Reflection,  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  the  People  of  this 
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Perfijatfon  are  at  leaft  equal  in  number  to  the  Papifts.  If  any 
one  fhould  object,  that  there  are  many  great  Kingdoms,  the  In- 
habitant? of  which  are  in  Communion  with  the  Church  of 
Rome  :  I  muft  reply,  that  the  Extent  of  their  Dominions  taken 
together,  is  not  more  than  half  of  the  territories  pofiefled 
by  the  Czarina  in  Europe  only  ;  and  though  it  be  true,  that 
thofeare  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  her  Ruffian  Majefty's  Sub- 
jefis  are  of  all  Religions,  vet  furely  the  Greek  Chriftians  under 
the  Yoke  of  the  Turk ,  if  they  were  removed  into  her  Countries, 
would  go  near  to  render  her  Empire  as  populous  as  any  of  the 
Kingdoms  governed  by  Popiih  Princes. 

I  might  add  fome  other  Confiderations  upon  this  Subjefi, 
fiich  as,  that  we  are  lefi  acquainted  with  the  Countries  inhabit- 
ed by  the  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  than  with  thofe  inha- 
bited by  Papifts,  which  may  render  us  lefs  capable  Judges  of 
this  Queftion.  But  the  Realbn  of  the  Thing,  when  ftrifily 
confidared,  will  overcome  all  thefe  Prejudices,  and  convert  - 
every  competent  Judge  to  my  Opinion.  The  Importance  of 
this  Enquiry  will  be  the  better  underftood,  if  we  refledt  a  little 
on  the  Difputes  that  fo  frequently  happen  between  the  Ruffians 
and  Turks.  The  former  is  certainly  by  much  the  mod  dan- 
gerous Enemies  that  the  Ottoman  Empire  hath  to  fear,  becaufe 
the  beftPait  of  its  Cbriftian  Subje&s  are  naturally  inclined  to 
the  Ruffians,  whereas  they  are  much  better  pleafed  to  live  un- 
der the  Power  of  the  Turks  than  to  fall  under  that  of  the  Au- 
firtansy  merely  becaufe  the  latter  are  Papifts,  which  implies  a 
Difpofition  to  perfecute,  reftrained  by  nothing  but  the  Vicinity 
of  fo  formidable  a  Power  as  the  Turk ;  but  when  the  domeftick 
Affairs  of  the  Muscovites  are  once  fettled,  and  the  Houfe  of 
HoIJhin  in  peaceable  Poffeffion  of  the  Imperial  Throne,  as  well 
as  of  that  of  Sweden,  it  is  very  eafy  to  difcern  the  firft  fair  Op- 
portunity that  offers  will  endanger  the  Fall  of  the  Turkijb  Em- 
pire, or  at  leaft  the  Lofs  of  her  Dominions  in  Europe,  chiefly 
from  the  Crown  of  Ruffias  being  cohfidered  as  the  Remnant 
of  the  old  Conflantinopolitan  Empire,  and  the  ancient  and  natu- 
ral Head  of  the  Greek  Church. 

We  come  now  to  examine  the  Strength  and  Power  of  the 
Rjomamftsy  which  is  certainly  very  great,  and  the  common 
Opinion  is,  that  it  daily  gains  Ground.  If  there  be  any  Truth 
in  this,  it  muft  be  principally  owing  to  their  having  a  vifible 
Head,  I  mean  the  Pope,  cloathed  with  a  Sort  of  Authority, 
which  is  fitteft  to  fupport  and  extend  the  Tenets  of  Religion. 
The  Reformation,  though  it  has  much  weakened  the  fpiritual 
Power  and  temporal  Strength  of  the  Holy  Father,  has,  nqt- 
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withftanding,  furnifted  him  with  many  Advantages  of  another 
kind  ;  or  rather  the  Policy  of  the  Church  of  Rome  hath  turned 
the  Views  of  Proteftants  to  her  own  Advantage,  by  affe&ing  a 
paternal  Care  for  the  Prfnces  and  States  of  her  Communion,  af- 
fifting  the  Authority  of  the  State  in  Times  of  Peace,  and  in- 
terpofing  her  Authority  as  a  common  Mediator  whenever  Wars 
break  outamongft  them.  This  is  certainly  a  Benefit  to  them  ; 
and  from  their  being  convinced  of  this,  fprings  the  Refpefl 
paid  to  his  Holinefs  by  the  wifeft  Adminiftrations  in  all  Popifh 
Countries.  It  is  from  the  fame  Principle  that  the  Propagation 
of  the  Popifh  Religion  is  loqjced  on  by  them  as  the  higheft 
Point  of  Policy,  from  which  they  are  fure  never  to  depart ; 
and  therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  they  have  made,  ami 
continue  ftill  very  likely  to  make,'  confiderable  Acquisitions. 

It  may  be  looked  upon  however  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  not- 
withftanding  all  the  Endeavours  that  have  been  ufed,  during  the 
laft  two  Centuries,  to  weaken  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  it  is  ftill 
very  confiderable,  very  able  to  fupport  itfelf  againft  the  Force,  at 
leaft,  if  not  the  Frauds,  of  all  its  Enemies ;  neither,  after  all,  is 
it  fo  much  weakened  as  fome  out  of  Fear,  and  others  from  worfe 
Intentions  have  afferted  ;  for  we  are  to  confider,  that  the  Coun- 
tries in  which  the  Reformed  Religion  is  profefled,  are  molt  of 
them  very  populous,  carry  on  a  great  Trade,  and  have  many 
Colonies,  by  which  means  they  propagate  their  religious  Senti- 
ments almoft  without  attending  to  it. 

We  muft  confefs  however,  that  the  Want  of  a  Head,  the  dis- 
claiming the  Do&rme  of  Perfecution,  and  the  maintaining  the 
oppofite  Sentiment  of  the  Right  of  private  Judgment,  are  great 
Difadvantages  to  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  confider'd  in  a  political 
Light.  We  are  the  more  fenfible  of  this  of  late  Years,  becaufe 
the  Zeal  and  Spirit  which  formerly  appeared  in  feveral  Princes 
and  States  for  the  Support  and  Encouragement  of  Religion,  is  in 
a  manner  loft  from  the  prevailing  of  a  Spirit  of  Licentioufnefs, 
not  more  dangerous  to  the  Concerns  of  the  Church  than  of  the 
State,  which,  by  Degrees,  may  revive  the  old  Spirit,  efpecially 
as  the  Encroachments  of  Popery  become  more  and  more  vifible. 
The  famous  Guftavus  Jdolphus,  King  of  Sweden,  owed  all  his 
Power  and  Grandeur  to  his  afluming  the  Chara&er  of  Protestor 
of  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  Germany ;  and  when  he  comes  tho- 
roughly to  confider  his  Situation,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  prefent  King  of  PruJJia  will  fix  alfo  on  thatCha- 
ra&er  at  laft,  as  the  moft  proper  to  preferve  the  Dominions  and 
Power  he  has  already  obtained,  as  well  as  to  extend  them  ; 
and  while  the  Proteftant  Intereft  is  effe&ually  fecured  in  Gcr~ 
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many,  it  is  certain  that  it  never  can  decline  in  other  Parts 
of  Europe.  We  (hall  next  enter  into  a  fhort  Companion  of 
the  Weight  of  thefe  two  Interefts,  and  then  proceed  to  another 
Subje& 

hi  computing  the  Strength  of  the  Papifts*  it  is  ufual  and 
indeed  proper  to  reckon  the  Emperor  firft,  becaufe  he  pre- 
cedes all  the  Princes  of  that  Communion,  and  adds  fomewhat 
to  the  Credit  of  this  Religion  by  his  Authority  in  Germany: 
Yet  having  few  or  no  Subjedb,  as  a  Monarch,  he  ought  not  to 
be  confidered  as  having  in  this  refped,  any  Weight  comparable 
to  the  lofty  Title  of  Emperor  of  Germany*  and  King  of  the 
Remans.  The  next  Popifh  Powfcr  is  France,,  then  Spain*  and  next 
Portugal;  though  the  King  of  Poland***  European  Dominions 
are  more  extended  than  Spain  and  Portugal  taken  together. 
After  them  follow  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  Pope,  the  Princes 
and  States  of  Italy*  with  fuch  of  the  Swi/s  Cantons  as  are 'Papifts  ; 
and  this  brings  us  back  again  to  Germany*  where  we  find  all 
the  Dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia*  to- 
gether with  the  Electors  Bavarian  and  Palatine*  befides  the 
Spiritual  EJe&ors,  and  other  Princes  and  States  of  the  fame  Com- 
mnnion. 

Of  the  Proteftant  Powers  WE  are  without  Doubt  the  mod 
confiderable.  Next  follow  Sweden*  Denmark  and  Pruffia*  the 
United  Provinces*  the  Swifs  Cantons  and  their  Confederates ; 
then  the  fubjeds  of  the  Eleflor  of  Saxony*  though  their  Prince 
be  a  Papifi  \  the  Elector  of  Hanover*  the  Duke  of  Courland*  and 
all  the  letter  Princes  and  States  of  Germany  of  our  Communion. 
According  to  the  neareft  Computation  that  can  be  made  with 
fefpe&  to  Territory  in  Germany*  the  Proportion  between  Pa- 
pifts and  Proteftants  may  be  as  Ten  to  Eight,  but  in  Point  of 
Number  of  People,  I  apprehend  the  Proteftants  are  at  lead:  equal ; 
and  throughout  the  reft  of  Europe*  I  conceive  the  Proportion  in 
Point  of  Territory  to  be  as  Eight  to  Seven ;  but  as  to  People,  I 
think  there  is  good  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  Proteftants 
are  rather  more  numerous  than  the  Papifts,  becaufe  the  Pro- 
teftant Countries  are  inconteftably  much  fuller  of  People. 

In  the  North,  for  Example,  though  Poland  be  very  populous, 
yet  it  is  certain  that  one  half  of  the  People  are  not  Papifts,  and 
at  leaft  one  third  of  them  Proteftants,  whereas  in  Sweden 
and  Denmark  there  are  few  or  no  Papifts ;  in  Germany  again  all 
the  great  trading  Cities,  tho'  crouded  with  Inhabitant?,  are  Pro- 
teftants. In  Italy  indeed  the  Papifts  are  in  a  Manner  without 
Mixture ;  but  this  is  ballanccd  by  the  Number  of  People  in  Great 
Britain.  In  order  to  cut  the  Matter  fhort,  and  to  fet  this 
Print  in  th?  ckareft  Light  poffible,  I  {hall  here  prefent  the  Read- 
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er  with  a  *ery  curious  Table,  which  will  ferve  to  regulate  hi* 
Judgment  not  only  in  re(pe&  to  this,  but  with  regard  to  many 
other  Subjeds  of  Importance. 

Tfc  Proportion  of  the  fever al  Powers  in  Europe  to 
Great  Britain. 


ttuffia 

10, 

»3 

Portugal 

0, 

36 

Germany 

3» 

53 

Spanijh  Netherlands 

6, 

18 

Sweden 

3» 

63 

United  Province* 

0, 

II 

Poland 

3> 

39 

Switzerland 

0, 

»7 

France 

>t 

7 

Denmark 

»* 

49 

Spain 

I* 

18 

Italy 

It 

»9 

Turkey 

3» 

18 

In  order  to  explain  this,  I  need  only  fay,  that  the  Proportion 
between  Ruffia  and  Great  Britain  is  as  10 — 13,  to  1 ;  that  is, 
RuJJia  is  ten  times  as  large  as  Great  Britain*  and  13  Parts  of  100 
more;  and  at  the  feme  time  it  points  out  the  comparative 
Strength  of  Britain  to  other  Nations,  it  alfo  (hews  the  Propor- 
tion of  all  thefe  Countries  to  each  other. 

The  next  Thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  Trade  of  Europe* 
which  has  undergone  in  the  Courfe  of  Ages  very  great  Altera- 
tions. Upon  the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  it  feemed  to  be 
in  fome  Meafure  extingui(hed,  but  very  foon  revived  again 
among  the  Saxons,  who,  when  they  became  Matters  of  this 
Ifland,  eftablifhed  a  vaft  Maritime  Power  here,  which  how- 
ever did  not  continue  very  long,  the  Danes  making  them- 
felves  Matters  of  this  Country  by  their  Superiority  in  this  re- 
fpetSh  After  fome  Ages,  Commerce  and  Maritime  Power  re- 
tired Southward,  and  were,  in  a  Manner,  wholly  poffefled  by 
.the  Italian  States,  particularly  the  Venetians  and  the  Genoefi* 
what  had  fhared  between  them  the  Traffick  of  the  Ealt,  which 
enabled  them  to  draw  the  Wealth  of  all  other  Nations  to  them- 
felves. 

But  in  the  thirteenth  Century,  fevcraf  free  Cities  in  Germany 
began  to  combine  together  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance 
of  their  Trade,. and  foon  made  their  Confederacy  known  to 
the  World,  by  the  Title  of  the  Hanfiatic  League  r  But  as 
their  Commerce  brought  them  in  immenfe  Wealth  and  Power, 
fo  this  rendered  them  haughty  and  infolent,  which,  by  Degrees, 
brought  on  their  Ruin,  to  which,  however,  other  Circum- 
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ftwees  atfe  contributed ;  for  in  the  fifteenth  Century  die  PaHM- 
gutft  perfe&ed  a  new  Route  to  the  Eaft-In&eshy  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hepe3  and  about  the  fame  Time  the  Spaniards  discovered  America^ 
which  threw  the  Trade  of  Europe  and  its  chief  Naval  Power 
into  the  Hands  of  thofc  Nations,  who,  if  they  had  known  how 
to  cultivate  It  with  Skill,  and  to  ufe  it  with  Moderation,  might 
have  railed  it  much  higher,  and  have  made  it  much  more  laft* 
ing  than  it  proved,  efpeciaUy  when  both  the  Trade  of  the  Eajt 
and  Weft-Indies  was  in  the  Hand*  of  the  Subjeds  of  the  farne 
Prince,  which  happened  by  the  Acceffion  of  King  PMp  II.  of 
Spain  to  the  Crown  of  Portugal 

But  as  almoft  all  Evils  point  out  and  in  time  produce  their 
own  Remedies,  fo  the  boundlefi  Ambition  and  cruel  Oppreffion 
of  the  Spaniards,  conftrained  the  United  Provrnas  to  throw  off 
their  Yoke,  and  engage  their  Inhabitants*  and  the  Engtifl>>  to 
endeavour  by  their  Expeditions  into  both  Indies  to  {hare  in  thofc 
Riches,  which  were  the  great  Source  of  the  Spani/b  Tyranny* 
and  this  raifed  up  thofe  that  are  how  called  the  Maritime  Powers. 
The  Progrefi  of  the  Dutch  was  amazingly  quick ;  for  in  the 
Space  of  little  more  than  half  a  Century,  from  having  hardly  any 
Ships  at  all,  they  came  to  have  more  than  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
put  together. 

But  fintt  that  Time  Che  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  by  ex. 
tending  their  Commerce*  and  efpeciaQy  by  chetifhing  and  aug«» 
rnenting  their  Colonies*  have  certainly  raifed  their  Maritime 
Force  to  an  Enuality  at  leaft  in  every  refoeft  with  the  Dutch*  as 
all  intelligent  Writers,  and  particularly  Foreigners*  agree.  And 
this  of  late  induced  die  Partisans  of  the  French  Court  to  fugged 
to  the  States,  that  they  are  in  more  Danger  from  the  growing 
Trade  and  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain,  than  from  the  ambi- 
tious Defigns  of  any  of  their  Neighbours  befides. 

Yet  the  French  themffclves  have  of  late  Years  laboured  with 
great  Diligence  not  only  to  raife  a  Maritime  Force*  but  to  ex- 
tend their  Trade  into  all  Pfcrts  of  the  World,  in  which  they* 
have -been  very  foccefsful ;  for  though  the  two  lift  general  Wart 
in  a  great  Meafure  ruined  their  Navy*  yet  thehr  Commerce  is 
even  at  this  Juncture,  or  was  at  leaft  before  the  breaking  out  d 
the  laft  War*  in  a  better  Condition  "than  ever.  So  that  the 
Maritime  Affairs  of  Euttyi  have  in  this  laft  Century  fufFered  a* 
very  great  Change*  though  very  probably  they  may  fuffer  fttll  a 
greater  before  its  Period. 

The  like  Attention  to  Cofnfiierce  arid  Maritime  Power  has 

within  this  fifty  Years*  appeared  in  almoft  every  other  Nation? 

to  Ruttprt  The  SfOedes  and  Dane*  have  fet  up  Eajl- India  Com*- 
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panies ;  the  Ruffians  have  opened  a  new  and  advantageous  Traf- 
fick,  as  well  on  the  Cafpian  as  on  the  Black  Sea.  The  Houfe 
of  Auftria  (hewed  a  great  Defire  of  reviving  the  ancient  Com- 
merce of  the  Low  Countries ;  and  when  that  was  found  imprac- 
ticable, made  fame  excellent  Regulations  in  Theory  at  leaft  at 
Triefte  and  Fieume.  The  Genoeje  have  within  thefe  few  Years 
ereded  a  Company  of  Affurance,  on  purpofe  to  encourage  their 
Subjects  to  venture  upon  long  Voyages,  and,  if  poffible,  to  re- 
cover their  old  Reputation  as  a  Maritime  Power.  Nay,  even 
the  Spaniards  themlelves,  who  in  this  refpedfc  have  flept  for  fuch 
a  Number  of  Years,  have  at  laft  opened  their  Eyes,  ereded 
fame,  and  have  under  Confideration  the  ere&ing  feveral  other 
Companies,  for  the  Encouragement  and  Extension  of  Trade 
through  their  European  and  American  Dominions. 

We  may,  I  think,  firfdy  infer  from  thefe  Inftances,  that  the 
Navigation  and  Shipping  of  the  Europeans  in  general,  is,  within 
the  laft  fifty  Years,  greatly  increafed ;  and,  as  a  farther  Proof 
of  this,  we  need  only  confider  trie  numerous  Fleets  and  great 
Embarkations  of  different  Powers,  fuch  as  the  Ruffians,  Swedes, 
and  Danes  in  the  North,  the  Invafion  of  Sicily  and  Africa  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  many  others.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  made  a 
very  ingenious  Calculation  of  the  Maritime  Power  of  Europe  in 
his  Time  i  and  Sir  William  Peity,  from  better  Lights,  gave  us 
another  Calculation,  which  has  been  confidered  as  the  Standard 
ever  fince.  He  thought  the  Dutch  had  about  900,000  Ton  in 
Shipping ;  Great  Britain  500,000  5  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the 
trading  Towns  in  Germany,  250,000 ;  Portugal  and  Italy 
250,000  likewife  $  and  France  about  100,000.  But  fince  that 
lime,  Things  have  altered  very  much,  both  with  refped  to  us 
and  other  Powers*  infomuch  that  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  our 
Shipping  was,  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  War,  at  leaft 
double  to  what  it  might  be  at  the  Condufion  of  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht.  It  is,  I  mull  needs  acknowledge,  a  very  difficult 
thing  to  pretend  to  give,  with  any  Degree  of  Exa&nefs,  the 
prefent  Proportions  of  Maritime  Power ;  however,  till  a  better 
9an  be  formed,  J  flatter  myfelf  the  following  Table  may  have 
it)  Vies. 
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If  the  Shipping  of  Europe  be  divided  into  Twenty 
Parts,  then 

Great  Britain^  &c.  hath     -------._    5 

The  United  Provinces    ---!.---.._    g 

The  Subjefts  of  the  Northern  Crowns 2 

The  trading  Cities  and  Sea  Ports  of  Germany  and  the 

Auftrian  Netherlands --  1 

Frame  ---------------  a 

Spain  2nd  Portugal  ------...._  2 

Ztegr,  and  reft  of  /fanp/   -   — x 

The  Grounds  upon  which  this  Calculation  ftands,  would  re- 
quire a  great  deal  of  Room  to  explain.  And  after  all,  it  might 
prove  no  eafy  Thing  to  perfuade  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  thtf 
Commerce  only  of  this  or  that  particular  Country,  to  admit 
that  the  Computation  is  fairly  made  5  but  however,  it  will,  I 
dare  fay,  be  found,  that  ftich  as  are  concerned  for  any  parti- 
cular Country,  will  allow  the  Table  to  be  right  enough  as  to 
the  reft,  which  is  as  much  as  any  one  can  well  expe£t.  fiefides 
(hewing  the  State  of  Commerce  atthiSsDay,  there  is  another 
great  Ufe  to  which  this  Computation  may  be  applied,  and  that 
is  by  way  of  Standard,  to  fee  how  far  one  rower  rifes,  or 
another  finks  in  this  Refped.;  for  if  ever  it  fhould  come  to  pafs 
that  thefe  Proportions  fhould  vary  confidently,  it  is  plain  that 
this  muft  produce  very  great  ana  fenfible  Alterations  in  the  ge- 
neral State  of  Affairs. 

Thus,  for  Inftance,  if  the  Houfe  of  Beurbon  fhould  ever  ac- 
quire as  great  a  Proportion  of  Trade  and  Naval  Force  as  either 
of  the  Maritime  Powers,  it  would  be  an  Acquifition  of  much 
more  Confequence  than  any  they  have  hitherto  made  in  Point 
of  Territories  or  Dominion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  muft  be 
aware  of  another  Thing,  which  is  this,  not  only  the  Propor- 
tions, but  the  Total  of  Maritime  Power  may  alter,  and  in 
that  Cafe  the  Growth  of  any  particular  State,  though  advan- 
tageous to  itfelf,  would  not  render  it  more  formidable  to 
others. 

This  Computation  likewife  {hews  how  much  it  is  the  Inter- 
red of  the  Maritime  Powers  to  fuftain  their  Characters  in  that 
refped  at  all  Events;  fince  by  this  Means  only  they  can  pre- 
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ferve  their  Independency,  prote&  their  Subjcfts  wherever  they 
may  be  fettled  or  difperfed,  and  affift  their  Allies,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fuperior  Power  as  well  as  boundlefs  Ambition  of  any  afpi- 
ring  Neighbour,  We  need  not  wonder  then,  at.a  common  No- 
tion which  prevails,  as  if  we  had  a  Right  to  prefcribe  to  fome 
other  Nations  the  Bounds  of  their  Naval  Greatnefs,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  vindicate  the  Etfercife  of  fuch  a  Prerogative  j  but 
methinks,  it  would  be  no  ill  Stroke  of  Policy,  fhould  any  State* 
really  Miftrefs  of  fuch  a  Power,  exert  it  upon  extraordinary  Oc- 
cafions ;  but  under  fuch  Colours  and  Pretences,  as  might  effectu- 
ally hide  it :  for  this  may  be  laid  down  as  a  Thing  certain,  that 
fiothing  is  fo  dangerous  to  a  Maritime  Power  as  Pride,  and,  in 
tonfequence  of  that  vicious  Principle,  making  aji  ill  IJfe  of  it. 

What  we  h*ve  before  fpoken  of  Trade  or  Commerce,  may  very 
well  anfwer  the  JEnds  expe&ed  from  it  in  an  Hiftorical  Light,  and 
teach  us  ta  judge  tolerably  well  of  the  Nature,  Extent,,  and  com- 
parative Strength  of  what  is  filled  Maritime  Power.  But  in  a 
Political  Senie,  this  will  not  by  any  Means  fuffice.  If  we  will 
really  judgp  of  Thing*  as  they  are,  we  muft  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  their  Infides,  and  not  consent  ourfelves  with  the 
hare  Coofideration  of  Appearances,  We  fee  and  know  that 
whatever  State  or  Power  is  poflefled  of  extenfive  Trade,  muft 
have  a  great  Naval  Force,  the  Effe&s  of  which  will  render  her 
Conftderable ;  yet  it  is  very  requifite  to  know  how  this  arifes,  and 
why  the  Strength  and  Dominion  of  a  Maritime  Power  is  firmer 
and  more  durable  than  that  which  \p  collected  from  a  great  Ex- 
tent of  Territory,  Multitudes  of  Subject  or  rich  and  fruitful 
Countries,  which  is  what  I  (hall  endeavour  to  explain  in  very 
few  Words,  and  then  apply  it  to  fome  very  material  Purpofes. 

Firfi  then,  Trade  is  extremely  ferviceable  to  any  Nation,  let 
the  Form  of  its  .Government  be  what  it  will,  becaufe  it  intro- 
duces Induftry  and  Arts,  by  which  the  Manners  of  a  People  are 
entirely  altered :  for  it  is  not  abfolutely  the  Number  of  Subjects, 
hut  the  Number  of  ufeful  Subjects,  that  make  any  State  power- 
ful. In  the  next  Place,  it  introduces  Property,  for  without  Se- 
curity as  to  that,  it  is  impoulble  that  Trade  ftould  flourifh  ; 
?nd  in  this  refped,  it  leffens  fome,  and  takes  away  many  Incon- 
veniences, to  which  every  kind  of  Government  is  from  its 
Nature  liable.  And  lajity*  it  draws  an  almoft  inconceivable 
Flux  of  People,  wherever  it  is  thoroughly  fixed. 

Hence  we  may  very  eafily  aflign  the  true  Caufes  of  the  long 
Duration  of  Republicks  famous  for  Trade,  fuch  a$  Tyre  and  Car- 
thage in  ancient  Times,  and  the  Venetian  and  Genotfe  in  later 
Ages.  It  is  impoffibJe  that  a  Nation  active  and  induftrious,  rich 
juid  populous,  and  at  the  fame  time  living  under  a  mild  Govern- 
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meat,  fhoitld  not  exert  a  greater  Force  when  employed  ia 
attacking  others,  and  have  much  greater  Reiburces  in  Cafe  fhe  is 
attacked  herfel^  than  other  States  that  want  thefe  Advan- 
tage* ;  hence  it  will  appear  how  the  State  of  Holland  rofc  to  fuch 
vaft  Power  in  fo  fhort  a  Time  and  how  her  Subjects  have 
been  able  to  thrive  and  grow  rich  under  Taxes  and  Impositions, 
which  mult  have  beggafd  them  long  fince  in  any  other  Situation 
than  that  of  a  trading  Republick. 

Secfndtyi  Trade  quite  aker$  the  comparative  Strength  of  States 
and  Kingdoms,  becaufe  wherever  it  refides,  it  creates  £>  many 
and  (b  great  Advantages,  and  begets  fuch  Relations  and  Con- 
nections, as  render  a  Trading  State  infinitely  fuperior  to  her 
Neighbours.  For  fitch,  a  State,  if  on  the  Continent,  can  fortify 
her  great  Towns  fo  as  to  refift  a  Power  ten  times  ftronger,  in. 
refpeA  to  People ;  (he  can  maintain,  if  it  be  rcquifite,  great  Num- 
bers of  regular  Troops,  and  on  any  Emergency  can  hire  more 
from  her  Neighbours,  befides  what  (he  may  be  able  to  do  by  the 
Help  of  her  Maritime  Force,  Hence  arifes  that  great  Strength 
and  real  Power  (hewn  by  Trading  Republicks,  when  attacked 
either  by  ambitious  Princes,  or  even  by  powerful  Confederacies. 

Thus  Hie  Venetian*  have  often  been  too  hare)  for  the  Turk; 
the  Geneefe  for  the  moil  potent  Princes  hi  Italy ;  and  in  earlier 
Times,  the  LuhcJters  for  the  greateft  Powers  in  the  North. 
Hence  the  famous  League  of  Camlrray,  which  was  formed  for  the 
Deftrudion  of  the  State  of  Venice  ia  1509,  came  to  nothing, 
though  the  greateft  Princes  of  that  Time  engaged  in  it,  though 
the  Venetians  themfelves  were  guilty  of  fome  Indifcretions,  and 
theugh  they  had  been  very  much  exhaufted  by  former  Wars. 
Thus  alfo  the  famous  Confederacy  between  France  and  Great 
Britain  againft  Holland  in  1672,  proved  abortive,  though  at  the 
firft,  even  the  Dutch  themfelves  thought  their  Affairs  defperate  5 
but  ftill  their  Love  of  Liberty  encouraged  them  to  refift,  and 
their  Trade  furnished  them  with  the  Means  of  getting  tolerably 
out  of  that  War. 

ttirdh,  Trade  has  not  only  a  very  great  Influence  on  the  par- 
ticular Affairs  of  Nations  feparately  confidered,  and  is  almoft  the 
foleCaufe  of  a  comparative  Difference  in  the  Strength  and  Forces 
of  moft  of  the  Powers  in  Europe,  but  is  alfo  of  infinite  Advan- 
tage to  this  Quarter  of  the  Globe  in  general ;  keeps  us  free  from 
aD  Appreheniions  of  being  over-run  by  thofe  barbarous  Empires 
which  the  Makommedan  Religion  has  eftabKfiied  in  the  World* 
and  likewife  brings  us  every  thing  that  is  rich  and  cofUy,  every 
thing  that  is  curious  and  valuable,  even  from  the  remoteft  Quar- 
ters of  the  Earth  5  fo  that  to  Trade  alone  is,  ftri&ly  fpeaking, 
due,  that  Superioiity  which  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Difcourfe  we 
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attributed  to  this  Part  of  die  Work)  over  the  reft.  In  a  Word,  - 
it  is  to  Commerce  that  the  People  of  Europe  owe  their  Freedom 
and  Independency,  their  Learning  and  Arts,  their  extenilve  Co- 
lonies abroad,  their  prodigious  Riches  at  home ;  and  above  all, 
that  Naval  Power,  which  fo  much  furpafles  any  thing  of  the 
£|me  Kind  in  other  Parts  of  the  World,  and  whatever  was  at- 
tempted in  that  way  in  former  Ages. 

But  there's  one  thing  more,  with  refpeA  to  Trade,  which  I . 
have  not  yet  obferved,  and  which,  for  any  thing  I  know,  has 
not  hitherto  been  confidered  by  any  political  Writer.  It  is  this: 
That  the  reciprocal  Connections  refulting  from  Trade,  have 
quite  altered  the  State  of  Things,  and  produced. within  thefe 
two,  or  at  mod  thefe  three  Centuries  paft,  a  kind  of  new  Syftem 
in  Europe,  or  in  the  Chriftian  Parts  of  Europe  at  leaft,  by  which 
every  State  is  led  to  have  a  much  greater  Concern  than  formerly 
for  what  may  happen  to  another :  an  Inftance  will  make  my 
Meaning  perfectly  intelligible. 

In  former  Ages,  a  Quarrel  in  the  North  could  only  have  afreft- 
ed  the  North,  but  in  the  laft  Century  Things  were  totally  altered. 
Both  the  Dutch  and  we  fent  our  Fleets  into  the  Baltick,  upon  the 
Quarrel  that  happened  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  a  little 
before  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  Not  long  after  this* 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  became  a  contracting  Party  in  the  famous 
Triple  Alliance  for  maintaining  the  Peace  of  Europe,  preferving 
the  Spanijh  Low  Countries,  and  fetting  Bounds  to  the  Power  of 
France.  After  the  Revolution,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Wilhom,  both  the  Maritime  Powers  fent  their  Fleets 
agun  into  the  Baltick,  with  the  fame  View  and  the  fame 
Suocefi,  and  the  like  has  been  done  more  than  once  fince.  The 
Pretence  in  all  thofe  Cafes  was,  the  Love  of  Juftice,  and  an  ex- 
z&  Performance  of  Treaties,  in  which  alfo  there  was  fomewhat 
of  Truth  ;  but  the  great  and  real  Deiign  was.  to  prevent  thofe 
Inconveniencies  which  mull  have  befallen  the  Maritime  Powers, 
if  either  Sweden  or  Denmark  had  been  entirely  undone  by  thofe 
Wars.  We  may  therefore  fafely  fay,  that  the  BaUance  of  Power 
(in  the  ftri£t  Senfe  of  that  Phrafe)  was  created  by  Trade,  and 
muft  continue  to  be  the  Object,  more  efpecially  of  Trading 
Countries,  (6  long  as  they  preferve  their  Commerce  and  their 
Freedom. 

It  is  from  a  Senfe  of  this,  that  whenever  any  Power  attempts 
to  oppreis  another,  or  betrays  a  vifible  Defign  of  heightening  its 
own  Strength  by  attacking  or  conquering  its  Neighbours,  other 
Potentates  are  ready  to  interpofe ;  from  a  quick  Senfe,  not  only  of 
the  Inconveniencies  that  muft  arife  from  the  Incroachments  made 
by  fuch  a  Power,  but  from  the  juft  Apprehenfions  that  this  may. 
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and  indeed  muft,  prove  extremely  prejudicial  to  Commerce  in 
general,  and  to  that  of  feveral  Nations  in  particular ;  who,  to  pre- 
vent this,  will  not  fcruple  to  take  up  Arms,  as  was  the  Cafe  in 
the  two  general  Wars  againft  France*  as  well  as  in  this  laft. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  the  Ballance  of  Power  is  not  an  empty 
Name,  or  an  idle  Thing,  but  a  very  juft  and  fignificant,  thougn 
a  new  and  figurative  Expreffion. 

By  it  we  mean  the  preferving  the  feveral.  Governments  of  Eu- 
ripe,  as  far  as  may  be,  in  their  prefent  Condition,  and  the  hin- 
dering any  Potentate  whatever  from  acquiring  fuch  a  Degree  of ' 
Grandeur,  as  may  be  dangerous  or  fatal  to  thofe  reciprocal  Inte- 
refts  beforementioned,  which  as  they  took  Rife  from,  are  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  the  Continuance  of  Commerce;  and  any 
Attempt ,upon  which,  is  confequently  felt  by  every  Nation  that, 
has  any  Share  of  Trade,  and  in  the  higheft  Degree  as  they  have 
moft  Trade,  and  make  the  moft  of  their  Trade,  by  the  Mari- 
time Powers.  This,  when  he  has  attentively  confidcred  it,  the 
ingenious  andjudicious  Reader  will  allow  to  be  a  fair  as  well  as 
free  Account  of  a  Matter  of  great  Importance ;  which,  unlefs 
thoroughly,  clearly,  and  perfectly  underftood,  no  View  of  the 
prefent  State  of  Europe  can  be  exhibited  worthy  of  Credit,  or. 
capable  of  anfwering  that  End  which  we  propofe. 

Butnotwithftanding  we  have  (hewn,  without  any  great  Diffi- 
culty, how  this  Political  Ballance  arifes ;  yet  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to 
explain  wherein  it  truly  confifts.  For  with  refpefi  to  this,  it  is 
Very  certain  that  even  the  beft  Writers  find  it  a  very  hard  Thine 
to  di veft  themfelves  of  their  Prejudices.  As  for  Inftance :  A  French 
Politician  takes  it  for  granted  that  this  Ballance  ought  to  be  held 
by  the  Kiog  his  Matter 5  and  never  fo  much  as  fufpe&s  that  this 
will,  or  ought  to  be  difputed.  At  Vienna  again,  there  is  nothing 
clearer  than  that  the  Right  of  holding  the  Ballance  is  in  the  Im- 
perial Court,  and  he  who  {hould  treat  this  as  chimerical,  would 
be  thought  as  deficient  in  Senfe,  as  in  good  Manners.  The  moft 
judicious  and  fenfible  Authors  that  I  have  met  with  upon  this 
Subjc&,  are  the  Italians,  and  particularly  the  Venetians ;  for  do 
but  grant  them  that  the  Sea  as  well  as  Land  is  fubjeft  to  Do- 
minion, and  that  their  Republick  has  an  indubitable  Right  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Adriatitky  and  they  will  very  readily  grant  you 
all  that  can  be  defired  in  Favour  of  other  Princes  and  States. 

The  Struggle  therefore  for  the  Ballance  of  Power,  is  in  reality 
a  Struggle  for  Power ;  and  fuch  as  from  the  different  Methods  of 
treating  this  Queftion,  prefume  to  (hew  their  Sagacity  by  doubt- 
ing whether  there  is  any  fuch  Thing  at  all,  rather  (hew  their 
Weaknefs  ;  for  though  it  be  true,  that  in  learned  Difputes  Men 
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often  difier  merely  about  Words,  yet  it  is  othtrwife  in  political 
Quarrels,  for  Nations  very  feldom  fall  out  about  nothing.  The 
laft  Part  therefore  of  our  Talk  is  the  hardeft,  for  it  confife  hi 
{hewing  truly  where  this  Ballance  lies,  which  requires  more  Pe- 
netration and  Impartiality  than  we  can  boaft ;  but,  however,  we 
will  do  the  beft  we  may,  and  leave  the  reft  to  be  fupplied  by  the 
Obfervations  and  Refletrrons  of  the  judicious  Reader* 

In  the  firft  Place,  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  all  the  Powers 
in  Europe  to  fupport  each  other's  Independency,  and  to  prevent  * 
any  thing  that  has  the  Appearance  of  an  univerfal  Monarchy, 
or  the  introducing  the  Influence  of  one  Court  over  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  reft ;  becaufe  this  muft  be  detrimental  to  the  whole, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  Freedom,  Learning,  Arts,  Manufactures 
and  Commerce  of  Europe  in  general. 

This  we  learn  not  only  from  the  Principles  of  true  Policy,  but 
alfo  from  the  unerring  Lights  of  Experience;  fince  it  is  impof- 
fiblc  to  affign  a  Time  when  the  Powers  of  Europe  in  general 
made  fo  mean  a  Figure  as  when  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  or  his 
Son  Philip  II*  were  nearelt  the  Accomplifhment  of  their  ambi- 
tious Views*  and  had  in  a  manner  all  the  other  Potentates  at 
their  M<*rey,  or  at  their  Devotion. 

But  befides  the  general  Ballance  of  Power,  there  are  three  par- 
ticular Ballances  which  ought  to  be  attended  to  and  fupported  j 
becaufe  if  any  of  thefe  be  weakened  or  deftroyed,  it  will  be  al- 
moft  impofHble  to  preferve  the  reft.  The  firft  of  thcfe  is  the 
Ballance  of  the  North,  where  the  Power  of  RuJJia  is  chiefly  to 
be  apprehended,  There  is  no  anfwering  for  the  Views  of  any 
Court,  becaufe  they  are  perpetually  changing ;  the  only  Security 
that  can  be  had,  muft  refuk  from  the  prefcribing  proper  Bounds 
CO  all  5  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  this  chiefly  depends  on  the  Ma- 
ritime Powers,  who  are  always  able  and  ought  to  be  ever  willing 
to  maintain  that  Equilibrium  there  which  fubfifts  at  prefent.  In 
this  they  have  Reafon  to  exped,  if  (he  is  true  to  her  own  Inte* 
reft,  the  Concurrence  of  France,  to  whom  an  abfolute  and  over- 
bearing Power  in  the  North  would  be  as  fatal  as  to  any  other 
State,  becaufe  (he  muft  become  dependent  upon  it  for  hervNa- 
Val  Stories,  and  find  her  Grandeur  in  other  Refpe&s  greatly  di- 
minifhed. 

The  fecond  Ballance  of  Power  is  in  Germany^  where,  for  the 
common  Peace  and  Safety  of  Europe,  it  is  neceflary  the  Confti- 
rution  of  the  Empire  fhould  be  maintained  \  which  however 
cannot  be  done,  if  either  the  Imperial  Dignity  be  transferred  to 
a  Houfe  more  potent  than  all  the  reft,  or  if  any  other  Power  be 
permitted  to  give  Laws  to  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  ,  At  pre*- 
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fait,  the  Ballance  of  Germany  feemf  to  depend  upon  polling  pro- 
perly the  two  great  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Brandenburgby  and 
preventing  either  from  giving  a  new  Form  to  Things  in  that 
Country,  which,  considering  the  Intereft  which  feveral  of  its 
Princes  have  in  other  Parts,  muft  from  its  Confequences  neccf- 
Jarily  throw  all  Europe  into  Confuiion. 

The  third  Ballance  is  in  Italy j  where  the  feveral  Princes  and 
States  feem  to  understand  their  own  Interefts  the  beft  of  any. 
Upon  this  Principle,  it  feems  reafonable  to  preferve  both  the 
Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon  in  the  Pofleffion  of  their  Domi- 
nions in  that  Country,  fince  if  either  fcoukl  be  expell'd,  the 
other  would  foon  be  abfolutely  Matter  of  the  Whole ;  for  the 
fame  Reafon  it  is  expedient  that  the  firft  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fettled  there,  fhould  nor  only  be  Sovereign,  but  altoge- 
ther independent,  which,  in  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  wodid 
xiecefiarily  change  the  Face  of  Affairs  there,  and  bring  that 
Power  to  aft'  under  the  fame  Political  Maxims  with  the  reft  of 
the  Princes  and  States  of  Italy. 

It  feems  likewife  requifite  for  the  Security  of  this  Ballance, 
that  the  Power  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  fhouH  be  extended, 
becaufe  every  Acceffion  of  Territory  to  him,  muft  fix  him 
more  eipecially  to  thofe  Principles  which  conduce  to  the  Peace 
and  Prolperity  of  Jtafy;  and  tho'  Accidents  may  happen,  and 
for  a  Time  perhaps  oblige  him  to  temporize,  or  it  may  be  aft  in-* 
confidently  in  regard  to  this  Ballance;  yet  it  is  certain  nothing 
but  real  Neceffity,  and  being  reduced  to  downright  Defpair,  can 
carry  him  into  an  Alliance  fatal  to  his  own  Independency,  as 
well  as  to  the  Interefts  of  his  Subjects,  and  the  common  Good  of 
Cbriftendem. 

I  think  it  would  be  needlefs  to  infift  farther  upon  this  Subteft,  or 
to  enter  into  a  long  Difcuffion  of  tBfc  Rights  the  other  Princes 
of  Europe  have  to  reduce  that  which  would  give  Law  to  them 
all,  fince  this  is  fuffictently  guarded  againft  by  my  firft  Principle ; 
and  therefore  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  Peace  and  good  Neigh- 
bourhood,  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the 
Purfuit  of  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  as  they  are  agreeable 
to  the  Intereft  of  every  particular  State,  fo  they  are  beft  for  the 
whole,  and  would  contribute  to  render  every  particular  Country 
of  Europe  infinitely  more  populous,  and  the  People  in  all  Coun- 
tries much  more  happy,  than  any  vain  Endeavours  to  aggrandize 
particular  Families  at  the  Expence  of  the  Human  Species. 
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CHAP.    III. 

*fbe  Pr\fent  State  and  Political  Intcrefts  of  the  Russian 
Empire,  truly  andfuccinSly  rcprefentcd. 

TH  E  E  £  is  nothing  more  natural  in  a  Work  of  this  Nature 
than  to  begin  with  the  Northern  Kingdoms  of  Europe  $ 
for  in  treating  of  thefe  we  (ball  have  an  Opportunity  to  explain 
thoroughly,  and  to  enforce  fully,  thofe  Confiderations  that  have 
been  already  mentioned,  and  the  political  Principles  that  have 
been  laid  down,  as  well  in  regard  to  Nations  in  general,  as  to 
that  particular  Ballana  of  Power  which  has  been  for  feveral 
Ages,  and  which  is  like  to  continue  the  Syftem  of  the  Northern 
Crowns.  Amongft  thefe,  as  the  Imperial  Diadem  of  Ruffia  is 
by  far  the  moft  considerable,  fo  there  can  be  nothing  more  juft 
than  to  allow  it  Precedence* 

It  is  not  at  all  requisite  that  we  (hould  enter  into  the  ancient 
Hiftory  of  this  Empire,  and,  in  truth,  this  is  a  Circumftance 
much  in  our  favour  $  for  nothing  was  ever  covered  with  deeper 
Obfcurity  than  that  Period  of  Time  among  the  Ruffians.  All 
we  know  with  Certainty  is,  that  about  Eight  Hundred  Years  ago 
they  were  converted  to  Christianity,  when  their  Sovereign  mar- 
ried the  Sifter  of  one  of  the  Greet  Emperors ;  but  after  this,  they 
fell  under  great  Difficulties,  were  abfolutdy  fubdued  by  the  po- 
tent Monarchs  of  the  Tartars,  and  were  fcarce  heard  of  or 
known  in  Europe  as  a  confiderable  Nation,  till  about  the  middle 
of  the  Fifteenth  Century. 

They  were  then  governed  by  John  BaJUowit%y  a  Prince  juftly 
ftigmatized  for  his  Tyranny,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  Prince  who 
wanted  not  either  a  Head  or  a  Heart:  he  found  himfclf  ac- 
knowledged the  Sovereign  of  a  very  large  Trad  of  Country, 
tho'  at  the  fame  time  the  Exercife  of  his  Authority  was  confined 
within  very  narrow  Bounds ;  for  abfolute  Power  has  been  in  all 
Times,  and  in  all  Places,  a  Thing  fo  terrible,  that  many  different 
Methods  have  been  uled,  even  in  Countries  where  it  is  the 
acknowledged  Confutation,  to  keep  it  within  fome  Bounds. 
Amongft  the  Ruffians,  the  Czar>  or  fupreme  Lord,  was  treated 
with  a  Degree  of  Reverence  that  favoured  not  a  little  of  Divine 
Honour;  but,  notwithftanding  this,  the  hereditary  Governors  of 
Provinces  retained  the  efiential  Exercife  of  Power  in  their  own 
Hands,  and  except  thofe  extravagant,  (hameful,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  ufelefs  Marks  of  Submiffion,  they  left  very  little 
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more  to  the  fupreme  Monarch,  than  the  Revenues  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Mo/cow,  for  the  Support  of  his  Houlhold  5  whence  he 
was  (tiled  by  Strangers  Grand  Duke  of  Mujeovy,  a  Title  never 
pwned  by  and  indeed  hardly  known  to  his  Subjects. 

But  John  Bafilowitz  was  not  of  a  Difpofition  to  be  (atisfied.in 
any  Degree  with  this  fantaftick  Greatnefi  j  and  therefore,  hav- 
ing begun  by  fowing  Jealoufy  and  Difcord  among  thefe  inferior 
Princes,  he,  by  Degrees,  reduced  them  all,  and,  at  length,  made 
an  Irruption  into  Livonia,  pretending  it  was  held  of  him  by  the 
Knights  who  were*  in  PoffeiEon  of  it,  which  had  terrible  Effe&s. 
It  was  in  order  to  cover  themfelves  from  the  Oppreffion  of  fo 
dreadful  a  Power,  that  Part  of  this  Country  fubmitted  to  the 
Swedes,  and  the  Grand  Mafter  Gctofred  Ejttler,  renouncing 
that  Title,  fubmitted  to  the  Republic*  of  Poland,  and  accepted 
as  a  Fief  the  Dutchy  of  Courland,  which  he  had  before  held  in 
Sovereignty. 

We  may  form  a  tolerable  Idea  of  the  Loftinefs,  and  ridiculous 
Pride  of  this  Conqueror,  and  fome  of  his  Succefibrs,  from  the 
following  Circumftance ;  that  they  would  not  vouchfafe  to  treat 
with  the  Kings  of  Sweden,  or  to  have  any  Intercourfe  with  them 
whatever  dire&ly ;  but  left  all  Tranfa&ions  with  that  Power  to 
the  Governor  or  Novogorod;  upon  which  ftrange  Piece  of  Va- 
nity, even  the  late  Czar  Peter  I.  valued  himfelf  not  a  little,  in 
the  Manifefto's  which  he  publifhed  againft  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
during  the  long  War  that  fubfifted  between  them* 

In  the  fifteenth  Century,  the  Troubles  in  the  Ruffian  Empire 

Sve  great  Advantages  to  the  Swedes,  who  made  themfelves  Ma- 
ra of  fcveral  of  the  Diftrifls  neareft  to  their  own  Dominions, 
as  well  as  extended  their  Conquefts  in  Livonia,  which,  at  laft, 
hnmbled  the  Pride  of  the  Ruffian  Monarchs  fo  much,  that  to- 
wards the  Clofe  of  that  Century,  they  were  glad  to  conclude  a 
Peace  with  Sweden ;  by  which  all  Preteniions  were  given  up  to. 
Livonia  and  Ejlbonia,  the  Swedes,  at  the  fame  time,  quitting  the 
Province  of  Carelia,  which,  together  with  Inrria,  they  exprefs- 
ly  acknowledged  to  be  dependent  upon  the  Government  of  No* 
vogorod. 

But  this  Peace  lafted  not  long 5  for  inteftine  Divifions  breaking 
out  again  in  Ruffia,  the  Swedes  made  their  Advantage  of  them,  as 
before;  and  at  laft,  having  the  Czar  in  a  Manner  at  their  Mercy, 
they  were  with  much  ado  prevailed  upon,  by  an  EngUJb  Minifter 
fent  by  King  James  I.  to  Men  to  Terms  of  Accommodation, 
which  produced  a  Peace  figned  February  the  twenty- feventh 
161 6,  in  the  Village  of  StoWowa,  by  which  the  Ruffians  not  only 
quitted  all  Claim  to  Livonia  and  EJlhoni*,  but  likewife  gave  up 
the  Provinces  of  Ingria  and  CareJsa,  together  with  all  the  adja- 
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cent  Country,'  as  far  as  the  Hirer  Neva,  and  the  Hands  at  the 
Mouth  of  that  River. 

Thus  the  Reader  fees,  how  the  Ruffian  Empire  was  deprived 
of  thofe  Provinces,  (he  has  fince  recovered  from  the  Swedes $ 
which  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequenee  to  be  remembered.  Nor 
will  it  be  amifs  to  obferve  here,  that  it  was  an  eftaWilbed 
Maxim  with  the  Swedes,  and  indeed,  with  all  the  reft  of  the 
Northern  Powers,  to  keep  the  Ruffians  as  far  as  poffible  from  the 
Bahick,  that  they  might  have  no  Communication  with  other 
European  Powers ;  having  a  juft  Forefight  of  thofe  Inconveni-* 
encies  that  might  produce,  and  which  they  have  fince  felt  very 
feverdy.  It  was  with  this  View,  that  they  inferted  exprefs 
Cbtufes  in  feme  of  their  Treaties  with  the  Hanfe  Town's  trading 
to  Riga,  Nerva,  and  other  Places  in  that  Neighbourhood,  that 
they  (hould  not  furnifh  the  Mufaroites  with  any  Kind  of  Anns 
offenfive  or  defenfive,  or  with  any  fort  of  Military  Stores  or 
Ammunition  whatever ;  fo  apprehenfive  they  were  of  the  internal 
Strength  erf"  that  Power,  which  Jhe  reft  of  the  European  Crowna 
were  fcarcely  acquainted  with,  and  of  which,  without  queftion, 
they  had  but  very  imperfeft  and  indiftind  Notions. 

The  Treaty  laft  mentioned,  by  which  fuch  important  Cef- 
fions  were  made  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  was  concluded  with 
Michael  Foedorowitz,  the  firft  Prince  of  the  prefent  reigning  Fa- 
mily, who  was  the  Son  of  a  Patriarch  of  the  Greet  Church,  by  a 
Daughter  of  John  Baftlowhz.  He  afcended  the  Throne  in  1613, 
and  reigned  many  years ;  during  which,  the  Empire  recovered 
in  a  great  Meafure  from  the  deplorableCondition  in  which  he 
•found  it.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Alexius  Michadowitz, 
who  had  fome  Thoughts  of  recovering  the  Provinces  torn  front 
his  Dominions  by  the  Swedes,  and  with  that  View  entered  into 
a  War  with  Charles  Gujlavus,  King  of  Sweden,  in  which,  at. 
iirft,  he  had  fome  Succefs ;  but  a  Rebellion  breaking  out  in  the 
Kingdom  of  AJbracan,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  Conquefts 
to  the  Swedes,  that  he  might  have  Leifureto  fupprefs  that  Rebel- 
lion, which  he  happily  accompliflied. 

This  Monarch  died  \n  1675  5  he  had  by  his  firft  Wife  two 
Sons,  Fedor,  and  Iwan*  and  three  Daughters,  Sophia  %  Mary9 
and  Catharine  \  by  his  fecond  Confort  Natalia  Kirilowna,  the 
Daughter  of  his  Prime  Minifter  Kirili  Poiuthrowitz  Narifkin,  he 
had  a  Son  and  a  Daughter,  viz.  Peter  Alexowitz,  born  June  the- 
Eleventh  1672,  and  Natalia.  Fedor  the  eldeft  Son  fucceeded 
his  Father,  and  being  of  a  fickly  Conftitution,  was  affifted  in 
his  Adminiftration  by  his  Sifter  Sophia*  He  died  in  1682,  and 
knowing  his  Brother  Iwan  to  be  yet  lcfe  capable  of  governing* 
than  himfelf,  he  nominated  "Peter,,  his  younger  Brother,  for  his 
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SecceBbr ;  but  by  the  Intereft  of  the  Princefi  Sopbia>  after  FMarh 
Deoiife,  the  elder  Brother  was  alio  aflbciated  with  him  in  the 
Government;  but  by  Reafan  of  his  Incapacity,  never  had  any 
conGderabJe  Share  in  the  'Admtniftration.     ' 

This  was  that  Peter  Jlexowitxju&ly  furnamed  the  Great,  the 
Father  and  Founder  of  that  Rujfian  Empire,  which  makes  fo 
glorious  a  Figure  at  this  Day,  and  which  will  be  known,  as  one 
of  the  greateft  Powers  in  the  World,  to  lateft  PoAerity.  At  the 
Time  of  his  Acceffion,  he  found  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Domi- 
nions were  Deforts,  fprinkled  here  and  there  with  a  few  great 
Cities,  and  fcarce  defended  by  any  Fortrefs  of  Confequence. 
The  Port  of  Archangel  was  alnrtoft  the  only  one  in  his  Tetrko- 
j'ks  ;  at  leaft,  that  was  frequented  by  Strangers :  He  was  not  onlr 
very  little  refpeded,  but  on  many  Occafions  infuhed,  by  his 
Neighbours,  amongft  whom  the  barbarous,  but  martial  Nation 
of  Grim  Tartar r9  entered  bis  Territories  at  Pleafure,  and  had  for- 
merly been  Matters  of  his  Capital.  The  Turks  looked  upon 
him  as  their  Dependent ;  the  Poles  were  more  than  a  Match  for 
him ;  and  the  Swedes  contemn'd  him,  But  at  the  time  of  hie 
Deceafe,  he  left  things  in  quite  another  Condition.  He  had 
torp  from  Sweden  feme  of  her  beft  Provinces,  or  rather  reco- 
vered thofe  of  which  his  Anceftors  were  defpoilerf  j  and  in  them 
he  ereded  his  new  Capital  of  Peterfburgb.  He  taught,  not  his 
Neighbours  only,  but  all  Europe  to  refpect  him ;  and  eftabliflied 
not  barely  a  new  Power  in  the  North,  but  a  new  Maritime 
Power,  created  by  his  own  Skill ;  and  I  may  hj  literally,  wrought 
with  his  own  Hands ;  for  he  knew  how  to  build  Ships,  as  well  at 
to  command  them ;  and  was  not  only  a  Soldier  and  Seaman  as 
well  as  Statefman,  but  was  thefe  in  Perfa&ion.  He  was  called, 
and  which  was  a  much  higher  Honour,  he  deierved  to  be  called, 
the  Father  of  his  Country.  He  afliimed  the  Title  of  Emperor, 
and  left  it  to  his  Confort,  and  to  his  Family,  who  now  enjoy  it 
without  Difpute,  as  an  Inheritance  purchafed  by  his  Virtue. 

This  great  Monach  died  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1725, 
and  was  fucceedej)  by  his  lecond  Confort,  the  Emprefs  Catharine^ 
a  Lady  whom  he  had  raifed  to  his  Bed,  purely  from  the  Confi- 
deration  of  her  Merit.  She  governed  this  great  Empire  on  the 
feme  Principles  by  which  it  was  founded ;  and  during  her  whole 
Reign  was  refpected  by  her  own  fubjedb,  and  by  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  as  the  worthy  Succeffor  of  fo  great  a  Monarch.  Yet 
ihe  enjoy'd  this  high  Dignity  but  for  a  very  fhort  Space,  dying 
in  the  Month  of  May  1727,  and  leaving  the  Empire  to  the 
Grandfon  of  her  deceafed  Lord.  Ruffia,  from  being  governed 
by  a  Woman,  fell  under  the  Dominion  of  a  Child,  who  was 
the  Emperor  Peter  II.  Grandfon  to  Peter  the  Great,  the  laft 
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Heir  Male  of  his  Family,  and  in  the  Hands  of  ah  ambitious 
Statefman,  Prince  MenzifofF,  the  Favourite  of  Peterr  and  no 
lets  fo  of  the  late  Czarina  Catharine. 

We  may  eafily  conceive  that  the  Czar  Peter  I.  had  laid  the 
Foundations  of  the  Ruffian  Monarchy  deep,  when  we  fee,  that 
it  not  only  continued  to  fubfift,  but  to  flourifh  alfo,  notwith- 
standing thefe  Accidents,  than  which  none  could  be  more  dan- 
gerous in  their  Nature  to  a  new-raifed  Government  Prince 
Afentiloffwas  a  Man  of  bpundlefs  Ambition,  and  at  the  Time 
of  the  youngj  Emperor's  Acceffion,  had  the  whole  Power  of  the 
JEmpire  in  his  Hands.  He  had  framed4  a  Defign  of  railing  his 
Daughter  to  the  Rank  of  Emprefs;  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  he  might  have  fucceeded  in  this  View,  if  he  had  not  by  an 
A€t  of  Infolenqe  incurred  the  young  Emperor's  Difpleafure,  who 
tho'  he  was  but  twelve  Years  old  at  his  Acceffion,  yet  had  fo 
much  Senfe  and  Spirit,  that  he  difgraced  and  baniihed  this  too 
powerful  Subjed,  and  confifcated  all  his  Eftate.  He  afterwards 
railed  the  Princes  Dolgorouki  to  the  higheft  Employments  in  the 
Empire,  and  actually  efpoufed  the  Princefs  Catharine,  Daughter 
to  Prince  Alexis^  and  Sifter  to  the  Princes  Sergius  and  John ;  but 
before  the  Marriage  was  confummated,  he  was  feized  with  the 
Small- pox,  of  which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  January  1730* 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Imperial  Family  is,  in  this  Country,  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Empire  5  which  is  the  Reafon  that  we  infill  upon 
it;  and  from  thence  alone  the  Reader  may  colled  what  is  of 
greateft  Confequence  towards  underftanding  the  publick  Occur- 
rences in  Ruffia.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Peter  II.  the 
regular  Succeffion  in  that  Empire  was  at  a  ftand.  According  to 
die  Will  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine^  her  eldeft  Daughter  Anne 
Petrouma,  Duchds  of  Holfiein^  ought  to  have  been  called  to 
the  Throne,  but  (he  died  the  Year  after  her  Mother,  and  left 
behind  her  a  Son,  who  was  at  that  Time  about  two  Years  old  ; 
and  therefore  the  Senate  and  Nobility  of  Ruffiay  to  avoid  fo  tedi- 
ous a  Minority,  refolved  not  to  adhere  to  this  Will  5  for  which 
they  eftabliflied  this  Pretence,  that  it  was  vacated  by  the  De- 
claration of  the  late  Emperor  upon  his  Death-bed,  who  had 
appointed  another  Succeflbr*  though  at  firft  they  could  not 
agree  among  themfelves  who  they  fliould  declare  this  Sue- 
ceffor  to  be;  by  which  it  was  very  manifeft,  that  notwith- 
standing their  Afiertions,  the  young  Emperor  in  reality  made 
nofuch  Declaration. 

It  has  been  reported,  that  fome  of  the  principal  Nobility  had 
Thoughts  of  changing  the  Government  into  a  Republick, 
but  that  finding  this  would  be  impracticable,  they  framed  a 
ns*i  Scheme  of  Rule*  which  was,  to  govern  the  Empire  them- 
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felres,  allowing  only  the  Name  and  Erifigns  of  Sovereign  Ati* 
thority  to  one  of  the  Imperial  Family.  The  next  Confideration 
was,  who  this  Perfon  (hould  be,  and  after  fome  Debate,  they 
caft  their  Eyes  upon  the  Princefs  Anna  Iti/anotvna,  Duchefs  of 
Courland,  of  the  imperial  Line  indeed,  but  out  of  all  the  Rules 
of  Succeffion.  She  was  the  fecond  Daughter  of  the  Emperor 
Iwaty  or  John*  elder  Brother  to  Peter  the  Greats  and  who,  as 
we  before  obferved,  was  for  fome  time  his  Aflbciate  in  the  Em- 
pire ;  but  then  the  had  an  elder  Sifter  Catharine  hwmewna9 
who  was  married  to  the  Duke  of  Mecklenbourg,  to  whom,  if 
the  Succeffion  was  to  devolve  firft  on  the  Daughters  of  the  elder 
Brother,  the  Imperial  Crown  {hould  have  come;  but  her  Huf- 
Band  was  engaged  in  a  kind  of  Civil  War  with  his  NobiKty  ; 
and  therefore  it  was  given  out,  that  for  fecuring  the  Peace  |nd 
Tranquillity  of  his  Subjefis,  the  young  Emperor  Peter  II.  paf« 
fing  her  by,  had  called  her  younger  Sifter  to  the  Succeffion* 
which,  foon  after  bis  Death,  (he  was  invited  to  accept. 

The  Princes  Dolgorouki  and  their  Fadion,  who  took  upon 
them  the  Management  of  this  Affair,  affigned  the  new  Em- 
prefi  a  Council,  framed  a  new  Conftitution  for  the  Empire,  and 
limited  her  Authority  as  they  thought  proper ;  to  which  Regu- 
lations (he  readily  confented.  But  as  fodn  as  the  Czarina  was 
fixed  upon  the  Throne,  (he  cancelled  all  thefe  Limitations,  and 
baniihed  die  Authors  of  them:  She  made  choice 'of  grave  and 
wife  Men  for  her  Minifters,  and  gave  the  Command  of  h€t 
Annies  to  very  able  and  experienced  Generate;  which  Enabled 
her  to  govern  with  great  Reputation;  and  to  maintain  the  Cre- 
dit of  her  Empire,*  with  regard  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  in  as  high 
a  Degree  as  any  of  her  Prcdecefibrs.  She  afforded  the  late  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  Charles  VI.  powerful  Succours  againft  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  (he  feated  the  prefent  King  of  Poland  upon 
the  Throne  of  bis  Father,  notwithftandin&stll  th*  Arts,  and  in 
fptte  of  the  Arms  of  Frame ;  (he  made  War  againft  the  Turks 
with  great  Suctefs,  and  in  the  Courfe.  of  the  War  totally 
ruined  the  Power  of  the  Grim  Tartars*  In  a  Word,  fhe  made 
her  Government  as  much  revered  as  froih  thfe  Power  of  her 
extended  Dominions  it  otfght  td  be,  and  concluded  fuch 
Alliances  with  foreign  States,  zi  were  mod  proper  for  main- 
taining that  Syftem  of  Government,  which  flic  laboured  to 
eftabliflu 

She  brought  to  her  Court  her  Niece,  the  Princefs  Ann  of 
Meckleribourgi  Daughter  of  her  eldeft  Sifter,  and  married  her  to 
Prince  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick  Beveren,  refolving  to  call  the 
Iflue  of  this  Marriage  to  the  Succeffion.  The  only  Error  in  her 
Government  was,  the  Confiding  ahrioft  wholly  in  Strangers,  and 
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particularly  Germans,  with  whom  {he  filled  her  Councils  and 
Armies,  which  raifed  a  ftrong  Spirit  of  Envy  and  Refentment 
in  the  Ruffian  Nobility,  who  could  not  bear  with  Patience,  liv- 
ing in  a  State  of  Subjection  to  Foreigners.  This  Difpoiition 
began  to  (hew  itfelf  with  great  Vehemence  towards  the  latter 
End  of  the  Life  of  the  Emprefs,  who  in  order  to  extinguifh  it, 
had  recourfe  to  extraordinary  A£b  of  Severity,  which  were  fo 
far  from  having  thedefiredEffeS,  that  they  highly  increafed  it* 
nfomuch  that  the  Czarina  became  very  apprehenfive  of  the  Con- 
sequences, for  defeating  of  which  lhe  made  the  beft  Provifion 
that  was  in  her  Power. 

The  Princefs  of  McHenlourg  was  delivered  of  a  Son,  on  the 
Twelfth  of  Attguft)  whom  the  Czarina,  according  to  the  Rmf* 
Jian  Conftitution  eftabWhed  by  Peter  the  Great,  named  her  Sue- 
ceflbr,  and  dire&cd  that  the  Prince  his  Father,  and  the  Grand 
Duchefs  his  Mother,  fliould  be  his  Guardians ;  lhe  ItfcewUe 
appointed  a  Council  about  the  young  Emperor,  whom  lhe 
thought  the  mod  capable  of  fuftaming  the  Weight  of  Affairs* 
and  of  preferving  Things  in  that  Condition  wherein  fee  in- 
fended  to  leave  them.  At  the  Head  of  this  Council,  with  the 
Title  of  Regent,  was  the  then  Duke  of  Ceurlani,  her  great  Fa- 
vourite, whom  lhe  had  raifed  to  that  Dignity,  and  who  had  the 
principal  Diredion  of  Affairs  in  her  Reign.  Baron  Ofterman% 
High  Chancellor  of  Raffia,  had  the  Rank  of  Prime  Minifter,  a 
Perfon  of  mat  Experience,  and  through  whofe  Hands,  what* 
ever  related  to  foreign  Affairs,  had  palled  for  many  Years, 
Count  Munich^  who  had  ferved  with  lb  much  Reputation  againft 
the  Tarts,  was  at  the  Head  of  the  Army,  with  the  Tide  of 
Field-Marfhal ;  fo  that  there  feemed  no  great  Reafon  to  doubt 
the  Government  might  be  carried  on  as  well  as  in  the  former 
Minority ;  and  flattered  with  thefe  fair  Hopes,  the  Emprefi  Amua 
hoanmxma  died  in  Qfteber  1740. 

The  Emperor  was  immediately  owned  by  the  Senate  and 
People  in  his  Cradle,  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Chetarebe,  the 
French  Minifter,  made  his  Imperial  Majefty  a  long  Speech  upon) 
the  Occafion,  in  which  he  allured  him  of  thefincere  Friendship 
of  Leuis  XV.  to  hvan,  or  John,  Sovereign  of  all  the  Ruffians* 
But  as  if  Profeffions  of  French  Friend(hip  were  ominous  to  all 
Princes,  it  was  not  long  before  it  appeared,  that  this  Govern- 
ment  could  not  fubfift  in  the  Form  in  which  it  ftood  by  the  late 
Empre&'s  Will.  The  Prince  of  Bmn/wict  and  the  Grand  Du- 
chefr  themfelves  ventured  upon  a  great  Alteration ;  for  they 
thought  fit  not  only  to  remove  from  his  Share  in  the  Govern-*, 
meat,  but  to  feize  on  the  Perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Ceurtand,  and 
to  banifli  him  and  his  Family  into  Siberia*  This  was  a  great 
3  Stroke, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t3Jl 

Stroke,  and  yet  it  was  managed  with  lb  much  Addrefs  and  Dex- 
terity, as  not  to  oocafion  any  great  Stir  of  Bloodflied  in  the  Exe- 
cution, and  hardly  any  Noife  or  Tumult  in  its  Conferences, 
which  tho9  at  that  Time  regarded  as  a  very  favourable  (Jircum- 
ftance,  ferved,  if  not  for  a  Precedent,  at  lead  for  a  Prelude  to  a 
Revolution  of  far  greater  Importance,  with  a  fuccin&  Account  of 
Which  we  {hall  conclude  our  ttiftorical  Memoirs  of  this  Empire* 

Pttir  tbi  Great  left  behind  him  a  Daughter,  whofe  Name 
was  Elizabeth  Petrbztma,  a  Lady  of  diftinguifhed  Accomplifh- 
ments,  and  now  about  thirty-eight  Years  of  Age.  She  had 
lived  at  Court,  during  the  laft  Reign,  in  a  manner  and  under 
Circumftances  fir  enough  from  being  fuitable  to  her  Birth :  And 
the  Prudence  of  her  Behaviour,  joined  to  that  Magnanimity 
with  which  (he  had  fupported  her  Misfortunes,  had  fuch  an  In- 
fluence on  all  who  beheld  her,  that  flie  had  long  reigned  in  the 
Hearts  of  her  People,  while  others  reigned  upon  the  Throne. 
At  laft,  the  whole  Ruffian  Nation,  Princes,  Nobility,  Senator?, 
Soldiers,  and  even  the  Populace,  teftified  fuch  an  Affe&ion  for 
her,  that  foroe  who  had  ferved  her  Father  with  Fidelity,  and 
now  enjoyed  the  Rewards  of  their  Services,  refolved  to  hazard 
all  for  her  Deliverance,  and  to  rifque  every  thing  to  recover  her 
juft  Rights.  They  attempted  it,  and  Providence  gave  a  Blefling 
to  the  Attempt ;  this  Revolution  happened  in  a  fingle  Night. 
On  the  fifth  of  December  the  Princeis  Elizabeth  was  a  kind  of 
Prifoner  in  the  Imperial  Palace,  and  on  the  fixth  ftie  was  feated 
on  the  Imperial  Throne,  and,  the  Tongues  of  her  Subjeds  being 
fet  at  Liberty,  faluted  Eraprefe  of  all  the  Ruffians  by  the  una- 
nimous Voice  of  all  the  People. 

The  Emprefs  Elizabeth  was  no  fooner  poffefled  of  the  Crown 
of  her  illuftrious  Anceftors-,  than  (he  gave  the  highefl  Marks  of 
thofe  Virtues  which  rendered  her  worthy  of  that  Elevation,  and 
which  her  former  Circumftances  had  concealed.  She  rewarded 
beyond  their  Expectations  fuch  as  had  contributed  to  this  great 
Revolution,  and  Ihe  fufferedjhofe  who  had  perfecuted  her  under 
the  former  Reign,  to  efcape  much  better  than  they  had  Reafon 
to  cxpeSt.  She  caufed  many  of  the  Abufes  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  to  be 
redrefled.  She  reftored  the  great  Families  of  Ruffia  to  their 
juft  Ranks,  and  entrufted  them  with  the  principal  Employments 
in  the  Government.  As  to  the  Conduft  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
they  fuffered  little  Alteration ;  for  the  Emprefs  did  not  affed  to 
change  all,  but  only  fuch  Meafures  of  the  preceding  Govern- 
ment as  were  not  calculated  for  the  Benefit  of  her  Subje&s ; 
and  by  this  wife  and  moderate  Behaviour,  (he  fecured  Refped  to 
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her  Government  abroad,  as  by  her  Tendenrtfi  and  maternal 
Affir&ion  for  her  People,  flic  diffufcd  the  moft  perfed  Serenity 
through  all  her  Dominions. 

But  her  Conduft  appeared  in  nothing  more  wife  and  amiable* 
than  in  the  Care  (he  took  for  fettling  the  Succeffion,  which  pie 
knew  merit  be  fixed,  before  fee  could  hope  to  fee  her  Govern- 
ment firmly  eftablifhed.  She  therefore  refolved  to  fend  for  her 
Nephew,  the  young  Poke  of  Holflein,  who  was  the  preemp- 
tive Heir  to  the  Imperial  Crown,  under  the  original  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Emperor  Peter  the  Gnat*  The  Name  of  this  young 
Prince  is  Charle*  Peter  Ulric,  born  the  Tenth  of  February,  1728, 
who  foon  after  his  Arrival  at  Peterjburgh,  was  declared  Grand 
Duke  of  Ruffia,  and  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Empire,  in  which 
Quality  he  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  Senate,  as  well  as  by 
all  the  Nobility  of  that  great  Empire,  with  the  utmoft  Chear- 
fulnefs  poffible. 

This  Deduction  will  give  the  Reader  a  clear  Idea  of  the  pre- 
fent  Situation»of  Things  in  Ruffia,  and  of  the  Motives  which 
have  induced  the  Czarina  to  provide  with  fo  much  Diligence 
,  for  the  Eftablifliment  of  the  Houfe  of  Holflehfy  which  will  very 
foon  occupy  all  the  Thrones  in  the  North,  and  confequently 
appear  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Families  that  has  been 
known  in  Europe.  The  Houfe  of  Oldenbourg,  of  which  are  the 
prefent  Royal  Family  of  Denmark,  is  the  fame.with  that  of  Hot* 
Jfein.  The  King  of  Sweden,  who  certainly  owes  his  Dignity  to 
the  Interpofition  of  the  Czarina,  is  the  near  Relation,  and  as 
fuch  was  Adminiftrator  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Duke  of  HoL 
Jiein,  now  Grand  Duke  and  Heir  of  Ruffia.  Prince  Auguftus 
of  Holflein  may  poffibly  obtain  the  Duchy  of  Courhnd,  and  if 
that  fhould  ever  happen,  this  Houfe  will  be  truly  formidable ; 
and  if  all  its  Branches  unite  their  Interefts,  muft  neccflarily  have 
a  great  Influence  on  the  general  Affairs  of  Europe.  Such  an 
Influence  as  our  modern  Politicians  feem  not  to  have  fufficiently 
confidered,  but  which  I  conceive  will  daily  difplay  itfelf  more 
and  more. 

The  Hiftory  of  RuJJia  thus  difpatched,  we  come  next  to  the 
Government  of  this  great  Empire ;  a  Subjed  very  little  under- 
stood, but  which  may  be,  however,  explained  in  a  very  few 
Words.  The  Czar,  Peter  the  Great,  was  the  Legiflator  of  his 
Dominions ;  and  though  no  Prince  was  more  abfolute  than 
himfelf,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  aimed  at  fetting  feme  Bounds 
to  the  Power  of  his  Succeflbrs  ;  and  for  this  Reafqn  he  efta- 
blifhed a  Senate,  in  which  it  fs  thought  that  he  had  the  Go* 
remment  of  France  in  View,  and  that  he  meant  this  ftould 
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lefcmble  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  which  k  does  in  maw  Re- 
ipefis,  and  in  none  more  than  this,  that  it  ferves  to  fan&ify  and 
give  the  Form  and  Authority  of  Laws  to  Ads  that  fpring  from 
die  Will  of  the  Prince. 

But  ftill  the  old  Constitution  prevails,  and  the  true  Govern* 
ment  of  RuJJia  is  what  it  always  was,  defpotic.  In  Minorities 
indeed,  and  in  other  Conjunctures,  fuch  as  in  the  late  Revolu- 
tions, there  feems  to  be  an  adual  Power  attributed  to  the  Se- 
nate, which  to  People  at  a  Diftance  may  reprefent  the  Form  of 
Rule  in  RuJJia  as  a  limited  Government ;  bjut  when  we  come 
to  examine  it  more  clofely,  we  (hall  perceive  fo  ftrift  a  Con- 
formity between  the  Will  of  the  Prince  and  the  Decrees  of  this 
Aflembly,  as  mufl  fu/Hciently  convince  us  of  the  Truth  of  what 
has  been  before  laid  down,  viz.  that  the  Imperial  Power  is  ra- 
ther ftrengthened  than  controuled  by  their  Proceedings.  As  to 
die  fcveral  Colleges,  as  they  are  ftiled  in  RuJJia,  or  as  they  are 
called  by  us,  Boards,  to  which  the  various  Branches  of  the  Ad - 
minifiradon  are  aJ&gned ;  though  the  Form  is  Germany  yet  the 
Thing  is  French ;  and  Peter  the  Great  contrived  them  after  the 
Model  of  the  feveral  Councils  in  France,  The  High  Chancel- 
lor is  generally  confidered  as  the  Prime  Minifter,  and  the  Vice 
Chaacellor  as  his  Coadjutor.  The  prefent  Chancellor  is  the 
Count  de  Beftucheff,  a  Man  of  moderate  Views,  indefatigable 
in  Bufinefe,  and  very  eafy  of  Accefs.  The  Vice  Chancellor  is 
Count  Werenzoff,  who  fpent  fome  Time  in  making  a  Tour  to 
the  principal  Courts  in  Europe, 

The  Political  Interests  of  RuJJia,  with  refpefl  to  foreign  Na- 
tions, are  not  either  (b  many,  or  fo  complicated,  as  might  b« 
expe&ed,  confidering  the  Extent  and  Situation  of  the  Empire, 
which  gives  a  Right  to  its  Monarchs,  of  being  confidered  as 
Math  as  well  as  European  Powers.  The  Northern  Parts  of  the 
Empire,  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Swedijh  Dominions  to  thofe 
of  China,  and  Japan,  are  guarded  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  be  fe- 
cure  not  only  from  Danger,  but  from  Apprehenfions  j  having 
oh  that  Side  a  Sea,  hitherto  impenetrable,  and  through  which, 
if  any  Paflage  could  be  found,  it  muft  turn  to  the  Benefit,  but 
can  never  prove  of  any  Difadvantage  to  the  Subjects  of  RuJJia ; 
which  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence,  and,  as  I  take  it,  is 
a  Bleffing  fcarce  known  to  any  other  Country  than  this.  The 
Frontiers  of  the  Empire  towards  China  are  alfo  inacceffiblc, 
as  confifting  of  Defarts  impenetrable  by  Armies,  but  which 
yield  a  tolerable  Paflage  for  Caravans ;  fo  that  the  Ruffians  may 
always  reckon  on  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Cbinefe ;  and  whenever 
they  apply  themfelves  ferioufly  thereto,  may  make  this  Friend- 
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(hip  turn  to  their  Advantage.  The  Tartars  inhabiting  the 
Countries  between  Ruffia  and  Perfia*  are  no  longer  formidable 
to  the  firft-mentioned  Empire ;  on  the  contrary,  they  all  r£fpe& 
it,  and  many  of  them  have  willingly  fubmitted,  and  become 
Vaflals  to  it.  The  Cafpian  Sea,  and  the  Dominions  which 
the  Ruffians  have  on  that  Side,  give  them  a  fair  Opening  into 
Perfia*  which  they  have  already  improved  fo  as  to  gain  to 
themfelves  a  very  advantageous  Trade,  and  this  by  Degrees  may 
be  extended  perhaps  as  far  as  the  Eafl-Indies, 

It  will  always  be  the  Intereft  of  Ruffia  to  cultivate  a  good 
Undemanding  with  the  Shah'*  but  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  (he 
would  not  have  much  to  fear,  fince  the  Frontiers  of  Perfia  being 
open,  (he  might  foon  make  an  End  of  the  War,  by  letting 
loofe  upon  them  the  Tartars*  who  are  her  Tributaries  j  the 
Turks*  and  their  Affociates  the  CrinxTartars*  are  more  danger- 
ous Enemies,  but  at  prefect,  the  Circumftances  of  the  Ports 
are  fuch  as  will  fcarce  allow  her  to  break  with  the  Ruffians,  if 
(he  had  concluded  a  Peace  with  Pirfia ;  and  we  (hall  hereafter 
fee,  that  Ruffia  can  never  want  the  rower  of  defending  herfelf 
on  this  Side,  or  even  of  making  the  Turks  fenfible  of  the  Folly 
of  breaking  with  her  wantonly,  and  without  juft  Provocation, 
The  two  great  Chriftian  Principalities  dependent  upon  that  Em- 
pire, have  always  a  Bias  in  Favour  of  the  Ruffians  \  and  there- 
fore, as  we  have  (hewn  in  difcourfing  of  the  Religions  in  Eu- 
rope* the  Turks  run  a  greater  Hazard  by  making  War  with  this, 
than  with  any  other  Nation. 

The  Interefts  of  Ruffia  in  Europe*  are  not  hard  to  affign ; 
As  to  Sweden*  it  is  of  great  Confequence  to  live  upon  good 
Terms  with  that  Crown ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Supe- 
riority of  Ruffia*  when  forced  into  a  War,  has  been  of  late 
rendered  fo  apparent,  that  there  are  good  Grounds  to  expeft  the 
Swedes  will  continue  quiet  on  that  Side  for  a  long  Series  of 
Time,  even  fuppofing  that  no  Strefs  fliould  be  laid  on  the  natural 
Connexions  between  the  two  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Holftein^ 
when  they  (hall  come  to  govern  thefe  Nations.  As  it  is  requi- 
fite  for  the  Court  of  Peterjburgh  to  be  well  with  the  Swedes  on 
one  Side,  fo  it  imports  them  no  lefs  to  be  upon  good  Terms  with 
the  Poles  on  the  other ;  for  which  Reafon  we  fee  the  late  Czarina 
omitted  nothing  to  fet  the  prefent  King  Auguftus  upon  the 
Throne  of  Poland*  well  knowiag  that  his  Interefts  were  of 
fuch  a  Nature,  as  muft  without  Treaties  bind  himeffe&ually  to 
hers. 

There  fecms  to  be  no  great  Caufe  of  Intercourfe  between 
Ruffia  and  Denmark*  farther  than  what  refults  from  Attention 
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to  the  Balance  of  Power  in  the  North,  which  will  always  in- 
cline a  wife  Adminiftration  in  this  Empire,  to  keep  the  Scales  as 
even  as  may  be  between  this  Crown  and  that  of  Sweden.  Of 
late  indeed,  there  is  another  Ground  of  Connection  arifing 
from  the  Difputes  between  the  Houfe  of  Holftein  and  the  Crown 
of  Denmark,  in  relation  to  the  Duchy  of  SUfwick,  for  accom- 
modating of  which  we  are  toM  there  is  a  Treaty  now  on  Foot, 
andpretty  far  advanced. 

The  Interefts  of  Ruffia  with  refpefl:  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
are  its  rooft  material  Concern;  for  while  the  Imperial  Houfes 
are  united,  not  only  by  general  Alliances,  but  by  a  due  and 
hearty  Regard  for  each  others  Profperity,  neither  has  much  to 
fear  from  the  Turks  ;  but  if  they  are  divided,  and  the  Ottomans 
fhould  recover  their  ancient  Power,  they  may  be  formidable  to 
both.  As  to  Prujjia,  of  late  Years  great  Regard  has  been  due, 
and  in  liiceecding  Times  it  is  like  to  claim  a  greater ;  but  cer- 
tainly if  thefe  two  Powers  puriue  their  true  Interefts,  and  are  , 
not  milled  by  ambitious  Views,  they  are  not  like  to  fall  out/ 
The  Maritime  Powers  are  the  natural  Allies,  and  hitherto  have  , 
been,  and  are  like  to  be  fall  Friends  to  Ruffta.  As  to  the  other 
Potentates  of  Europe*  their  Dominions  lie  at  too  great  a  Di- 
ftance  for  Raffia  to  have  any  great  Intercourfe  with  them  of 
either  Sort :  And  with  reiped  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  as  the 
Court  of  Peter/burgh  has  never  had  any  Caufe  to  like,  fo  ir| 
Ipite  of  all  its  Power,  there  is  no  Probability  of  its  ever  feeing 
much  Reafon  to  fear  it. 

We  have  hitherto  considered  the  Interefts  of  this  Empire  in 
the  moft  favourable  Point  of  View,  but  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
flie  is  not  altogether  free  from  Dangers  and  Apprehenflons.  It  is 
not  at  all  impoffible,  that  Difputes  may  arife  about  the  Succef- 
fion :  The  Party  pf  the  late  Emperor  John,  though  at  prefent 
feemingly  extinct,  may  hereafter  revive ;  and  it  is  very  likely 
that  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  fome  neighbouring  Powers  that  are  jealous 
of  RuJJia  may  likewife  interfere.  It  may  alfo  happen,  that  the 
Imperial  Prince  may  have  no  Iflue,  and  in  that  Cafe  the  Succef- 
fion  muft  devolve  upon  the  young  Prince  John  beforementioned, 
who  is  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  the  Imperial  Line ;  befides,  it  is 
not  altogether  impoffible  that  fuch  a  Confederacy  might  be 
formed  in  the  North,  as  would-greatly  diftrefs  the  Ruffians ;  but 
then  we  fuppofe,  that  Sweden,  Denmark,  Poland,  and  Pruffia, 
fhould  unite,  and  continue  united  in  this  League,  which  is  far 
from  being  probable* 

The  Reader  may  poffibly  wonder,  confidering  the  prefent 
State  of  Things,  that  I  (hould  venture  to  lay  down  thefe  Points 
in  fuch  clear  and  precife  Terms,  when,  by  making  ufe  of  general 
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Expreffions,  I  might,  in  all  Appearance,  guard  better  agtinft 
the  Danger  of  Contradidion.  But,  in  Anfwcr  to  this,  let  me 
obferve,  that  in  the  very  fame  Proportion  an  Author  fliews  his 
Tendernefs  for  his  Chara&er  in  this  Refped,  he  (hews  a  Dis- 
regard for  his  Readers.  The  Value  of  political  Principles  muft 
appear,  by  their  Companion  with  ^future  Events ;  for,  if  they 
give  us  no  Light  into  tbefe,  .where  is  their  Ufe  ?  It  is  very  cer- 
tain, that  the  great  Power  of  the, Ruffian  Empire,  and  herclofe 
£onne£tion  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  has  excited  a  Spirit  of 
Sufpicion  and  Jealoufy  in  the  North,  to  which  alfo  the  particu- 
lar Views  of  feveral  Powers  have  not  a  liftle  contributed ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  what  has  been  before  laid  down  remains 
pot  at  all  the  left  certain. 

It  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  both  Sides  have  armed  and 
entered  into  Alliances,  in  cafe  of  War,  that  therefore  a  War 
muft  neceflarily  enfue ;  or,  even  if  that  fhould  fall  out,  that  it 
muft  create  an  extraordinary  Alteration  in  the  State  of  Things 
either  one  Way  or  the  other.  In  reference  to  the  firft,  it  muft 
be  evident  to  all  competent  Judges,  that  the  Scales  are  pretty 
even,  and  therefore,  notwithftanding  thefe  terrifying  Appear- 
ances, it  is  fo  far  from  being  impoffible,  that  it  is  very  far  from 
being  improbable,  a  pacifick  Negotiation  may  yetdiffipate  thefe 
Clouds,  and  once  more  procure  fair  Weather  in  the  North.  But 
if,  all  Negotiations  failing,  a  War  fhould  adually  break  out, 
the  Turn  of  that  War  muft  remain  very  uncertain,  fince  the 
Force  of  the  Ruffian  Empire  is  really  much  greater  than  is  com- 
"  monly  imagined,  and  would  be  found  fo  in  fiich  a  Cafe, 

We  may  add  to  this,  that  as  Winds  are  neceflary  to  purge  the 
Air,  and  as  the  Emotions  of  human  Paffions,  provided  they  are 
hot  too  violent,  exhilarate  the  Spirits,  and  contribute  to  bodily 
Health ;  fo  in  great  States,  more  efpecially  v^ien  there  is  an  Apr 
pearance  of  bad  Humours,  Wars  are  fo  far  from  being  incon- 
venient, that  on  the  contrary,  they  are  both  falutary  and  expe- 
dient. We  may  from  hence  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Abilities 
of  thofe  Minifters,  who  dired  at  prefent  the  Councils  of  thjs 
Empire,  and  who,  by  Chewing  an  un(haken  Steadinefs  in  pur- 
suing that  Syftem  which  they  have  eftabltfhcd,  have  at  leaft 
raifed  the  Credit  of  their  Government  to  a  very  high  Degree, 
and  for  fome  Time  made  this  Empire  not  only  the  Arbiter  of 
all  Differences  in  the  North,  but  have  like  wife  extended  its  In- 
fluence to  the  moft  dtftant  Parts  of  Europe ;  fince  it  is  univerfally 
confeffed,  that  the  March  of  the  Auxiliaries  was  the  Meafure 
that  contributed  moft  to  the  Condufion  of  the  definitive  Treaty 
at  At*  la  Chapelle. 
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Before  we  conclude  this  Chapter,  it  will  be  proper  to  put  the 
Reader  in  mind  of  fame  things  that  regard  the  future  State  of 
this  Empire.  If  the  Imperial  Prince  fhould  have  Iflue,  there,  is 
very  little  Reafon  to  doubt,  that  fooner  or  later  the  preferit  King 
oftwedat  will  confider  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  HolJleiny  and. 
the  great  Advantages  that  may  refult  from  purfuing  them  with 
Steadineft  and  Vigour,  as  (hall  be  more  fully  (hewn  in  its  pro- 
per Place.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Imperial  Prince  of  Rujjia 
has  no  Iflue,  it  may  open  a  Way  to  the  fettling  the  Succeffion 
of  this  Empire  in  a  Method  very  agreeable  to  the  natural  Laws 
of  Hereditary  Monarchies,  and  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  all 
Parties  :  Neither  can  it  befuppofed,  that  political  Points  fo  ob- 
vious in  (hemfelves,  and  fo  important  in  their  Natures,  fliould 
not  be  taken  into  the  Views  of  all  the  Potentates,  who  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  Affairs  of  the  North  j  and  thov  for  a  Seafon, 
and  in  confeauence  of  the  Humours  of  reigning'  Princes,  acci* 
dental  Intereft  may  dired  all  things  ;  yet,  in  Procefs  of  Time, 
juid  in  confequencc  of  the  Alterations  that  muft  neceflariljr 
make,  the  real  and  permanent  Intereft  of  every  Government 
will  prevail.  By  the  Way,  it  deferves  the  Reader's  Notice, 
that  in  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  the  true  Interefts  of  this 
Empire  will  certainly  be  the  Rules  of  the  reigning  Czarina's 
Government ;  for  remaining  fingle,  and  having  no  particular 
Deiires  or  Defigns  to  gratify,  the  Peace,  and  Prosperity  of  her 
Government  can  depend  on  nothing  elfe. 

In  confequencc  of  this,  a  conftant  and  firm  Adherence  to  that 
jSyftem,  beft  calculated  to  promote  the  Good  of  her  Subjeds, 
and  the  Glory  of  the  Empire, will  be  the  ftanding  Maxim  in  the 
pzarina*  Councils.  As  fuch  a  Conduft  cannot  fail  of  having  a 
ftrong  Tendency  to  promote  Peace  and  Satisfadion  at  home, 
and  tofecure  the  Attachment  of  the  Allies  of  Ruffia,  by  main- 
taining the  Credit  of  the  Adminiftration  abroad ;  there  are  no 
Grounds  to  apprehend,  at  leaft  in  our  Times,  any  great  Incon- 
veniencies  or  extraordinary  Alterations  fhould  enfue.  We, may 
likewife  add,  that  Things  remaining,  as  they  are  like  to  re- 
main, in  their  prefent  Pofture,  for  a  few  Years,  the  Advantages 
of  thefe  Measures  will  become  more  and  more  perceptible,  and 
*  proper  Senfe  of  Loyalty  and  Gratitude  diffiife  itfelf  through 
the  Inhabitants,  even  of  the  remoteft  Provinces  of  that  wide 
Empire,  which  is  pertainly  in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  and 
will,  by  Degrees,  in  confequence  of  the  Improvements  that 
are  daily  making,  come  to  extend  its  Power  and  Influence  much 
farther  than  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  or  unattentive  to 
political  Principles  can  poffibly  conceive. 
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C  H  A  P.    IV. 

The  Prefent  State,  Modern  Hiftory,  Conftitution, 
Interefts,  and  Political  Views  of  the  Crown  oj 
Sweden. 

TH  E  next  of  the  Northern  Potentates  after  Ruffia  is  Swe- 
den. In  the  laft  Age,  the  Monarchs  of  this  Country  were 
very  juftly  efteemed  the  moft  powerful  in  thefe  Parts,  and  indeed, 
Jbmetimes  their  Power  was  fo  great,  as  to  enable  them  to  ad 
againft,  or  at  leaft  not  to  be  borne  down  by  the  Confederacy  of 
mil  the  other  Northern  Parts  taken  toother.  The  Kingdom 
of  Sweden,  and  the  Great  Duchy  of  Finland*  with  the  Territo- 
ries dependent  upon  them,  ftretching  from  the  Coafts  of  the  BaU 
tick  on  one  Side,  to  thofe  of  the  Northern  Ocean  on  the  other, 
are  little  better  than  Defarts,  Morafles,  or  impenetrable  Forefts; 
yet,  amongft  the  Mountains  and  Woods  there  are  found  many 
fair  and  fruitful  Spots.  Their  great  Lakes  are  full  of  Fifh,  and 
their  craggy  Rocks,  and  even  their  rudeft  Hills,  produce  the 
rkheft  Mines  of  Iron  and  Copper  i  fo  that  as  on  the  one  hand 
they  want  not  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  (for  with  proper  Cultiva- 
tion and  Care,  they  may  well  procure  Corn  and  Cattle  fufficient 
for  their  own  Ufe)  fo  on  the  other,  they  are  not  deftitute  of 
valuable  Commodities,  for  the  fecuring  a  Trade  fufficient  to 
fupply  them  with  the  Conveniences  of  Life  from  other  Nations, 
ftated  in  richer  Soils,  and  in  more  agreeable  Climates. 

But  as  nothing  can  be  had  in  this  Country  without  Labour, 
as  the  Air  is  cold  and  (harp,  and  the  Soil  generally  fpeaking 
rugged  and  ungrateful,  the  common  People  are  consequently  a 
Race  of  Men  as  hardy,  patient,  and  robuft,  as  any  in  Europe ; 
and  preferve  in  full  Vigour  their  Abilities  both  of  Body  and 
Mind  to  a  very  advanced  Age.  They  have  been  always  very 
juftly  efteemed  a  martial  People;  but  for  many  Ages  this  Coun- 
try was  torn  with  civil  Difientions,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  that  the 
Inhabitants  rather  exercifed  their  Valour  upon  themfelves,  than 
upon  their  Neighbours;  fo  that  they  made  no  great  Figure  in  the 
World,  and  were  fo  far  from  being  confidered  by  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope, that  their  Force  was  very  little  known,  and  lefs  regarded. 
The  famous  Duke  of  Rohan,  one  of  the  greateft  Politicians,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  moft  judicious  Writers  of  his  Time,  gives  us 
*  Angular  Inftance  of  this.  He  obferves,  that  die  Chancellor  of 
Navarre  havipg  written  a  Treatife  to  vindicate  the  Claim  of  his 
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Mafter,  afterwards  Henry  IV.  to  the  Crown  of  France  and 
finding  fome  Objedions  made  againft  it,  which  he  thought  very 
trifling  and  infignificant,  expreffed  himfelf  to  the  following  Ef- 
fect, viz.  Tbatjuch  kind  of  Notions  might  probably  pafs  for  Ar- 
gument  in  Egypt,  er  in  Sweden,  tbo*  they  could  farce  he  confidered 
ms  fuck  in  France.  This  great  Man,  who  had  both  Parts  and 
Learning,  had  however  very  little  Forefight,  that  in  the  Space 
of  Half  a  Century,  Sweden,  which  he  confidered  in  fo  contemp- 
tible a  Light,  would  become  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Pow- 
ers in  Cbriflendom,  and  an  Ally,  of  all  others,  of  the  greateft 
Ufe  to  France,  as  well  as  the  moft  dangerous  Enemy  to  the 
Houfeof  Aujbria. 

Thus  we  fee,  of  how  great  Confequence  it  is,  to  have  an  ac- 
curate and  perfed  Idea  of  the  State  of  thofe  Countries  that  make 
a  (mail,  as  well  as  of  fuch  as  caufe  a  great  Noife  in  the  World  $ 
forfetnetimes  a  fingle  Genius  changes  intirely  the  Condition 
and  Circumftances  of  a  whole  Nation,  as  Peter  the  Great  did  the 
Ruffians,  and  Gufiavus  Adolpbus  the  People  of  whom  we  arm 
now  fpeaking.  It  has  Hkewife  fallen  out,  that  the  deep  Dif- 
trefe  of  a  Nation  becomes  the  Caufe  of  its  future  Profperity,  as 
happened  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, who  owe  all  their  Greatnefs  to  that  Spirit  of  Induftry  and 
Trade,  of  Patience,  Fortitude,  and  Diligence,  by  which  they 
became  for  a  Time,  the  firft  Maritime  Power  in  Europe*  to  the 
galling  Oppreffion  of  the  Sfanijh  Yoke.  In  the  very  fame  man- 
ner, the  Swedes,  who  in  the  laft  Century  rendered  themfelves  fo 
powerful  and  confpicuous,  by  their  military  Virtues  and  their 
Conquefis,  finding  themfelves  weakened  and  exhaufted  by  the 
continual  Wars  of  the  late  Charles  XII.  and  all  Hopes  of  Reco- 
very checked  by  the  fuperior  Power  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  found 
themfelves  under  a  Neceffity  of  improving  their  Country,  and 
extending  their  Trade,  in  order  to  repair  in  fome  meafure  the 
Lofles  they  had  fuftained.  And  though  for  a  Time  this  was 
looked  upon  rather  as  a  right  Intention,  than  a  Scheme  likely  to 
be  attended  with  any  great  Succefs,  yet  it  is  now  certain,  that 
they  have  profecuted  both  thefe  Views  with  furprizing  Advan- 
tage; and  if  the  hot  Fit  of  Ambition  had  not  returned  upon 
them  too  foon,  might  have  grown  both  wealthy  and  formidable, 
without  any  Oppofition  from  their  Neighbours. 

To  obtain  a  tolerable  Degree  of  Light  into  thefe  Matters,  and 
to  put  ourfelves  into  a  Condition  of  forming  a  juft  Idea  of  the 
Strength  and  Forces  of  this  Crown,  fo  as  that  we  may  be  able 
to  fee  what  Progrefs  it  is  capable  of  making,  in  fucceeding 
Times,  we  muft  look  a  little  into  the  Caufes  of  thofe  remark- 
able Changes  in  her  Circumftances,  as  a  Nation,  that  have  been 
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already  briefly  mentioned  ;  which  can  be  only  done,  by  taking  a 
ftiort  Survey  of  the  principal  Events  that  have  happened  in  wis 
Country,  and  their  Confluences.  By  this  Method  we  (hall  not 
barely  gain  a  competent  Knowledge  of  the  Swedijb  Hiftory,  and 
of  its  Connexion  with  the  general  Affairs  ot  Europe ;  but,  which 
is  of  atleaft  as  great,  or  even  greater  Importance,  we  {hall 
obtain  a  thorough  Acquaintance  with  the  Genius,  Temper,  and 
Spirit  of  the  People.  For,  as  by  attentively  confidering  the 
Works  of  great  Artifts,  we  may  not  only  discover  the  Nature 
of  that  Skill  and  Knowledge  by  which  they  were  contrived,  but 
alfo  derive  fome  Intelligence  of  the  Tools  and  Inftruments  with 
which  they  were  wrought ;  fo  in  contemplating  the  Atchieve- 
ments  of  great  Princes,  we  do  notfimply  diftinguifh  the  Strength 
of  their  Abilities,  but  the  Temper  alfo,  and  Virtues  of  their 
Subjeds,  by  whofe  Affiftance  thofe  mighty  Actions  were  at- 
chieved  $  fince  in  Politicks,  and  in  War,  as  well  as  in  other 
Things,  there  muft  be  either  a  natural,  or  an  artificial  Aptne& 
in  the  Materials,  before  any  great  Strufture  can  be  raifed,  or 
any  extenfive  Conquefts  attained. 

There  is  no  need,  however,  to  go  higher  in  this  refycSt  than 
Guftavus  Adolphus*  who  afcended  the  Throne  of  Sweden  in 
16 if.  He  was  a  Prince  of  great  Abilities,  which  manifefted 
themfelves  fo  clearly  in  his  Youth,  that  the  States  thought 
fit  to  give  him  the  entire  Adminiftration  of  Affairs  foon  after 
his  Acceffion  to  the  Crown,  though  he  was  then  but  Eighteen. 
He  found  his  Kingdom  the  Lowett  and  Weabeft,  as  he  left  it 
the  Greateft  and  moft  Powerful;  in  the  North.  He  had  two 
Wars  upon  his  Hands  in  theearlieft  Part  of  his  Reign,  and  he 
ended  them  both  with  great  Prudence  ;  for  perceiving  that  the 
Forces  of  his  Kingdom  were  not  at  all  proportioned  to  its  Occa- 
sions, he  very  wifely  purchafed  a  Peace  with  Denwunrk  at  the 
Expenceof  one  Million  of  Crowns,  for  the  Payment  of  whkh 
there  was  a  Time  limited,  which  he  very  honeftly  discharged 
when  his  Affairs  Were  mended,  and  when,  if  he  had  been  (b 
inclined,  he  wanted  not  plaufible  Pretences  for  refufing  to  com- 
ply with  that  Treaty.  He  recovered  by  this  Means  thofe  For- 
trefles  which  the  Danes  had  taken,  and  laying  hold  of  this  fa- 
vourable Opportunity,  he  turned  his  Arms  againft  the  Ruffians  y 
from  whom  he  took  great  Part  of  Livonia  j  Ingermania^  and  th* 
City  of  Kexbolm,  the  Pofleffion  of  which  he  fecured  by  a  Trea- 
ty concluded  under  the  Mediation  of  Great  Britain. 

He  turned  his  Arms  next  againft  the  Poles,  with  whom  he 
maintained  a  long  War,  which  proved  very  advantageous 
to  Sweden,  and  procured  for  Tier  the  remaining  Part  of  Livonia , 
^aud  the  important  City  of  Riga*    In  this  War  the  Poles  wer? 

1  ffifte<» 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[45] 

affiled  by.  the  Emperor,  who  gave  fufficient  Provocation  to 
Gufiavus  to  declare  himfelf  againft  the  tfoufe  of  Aujlria*  the? 
fower  of  which  was  then  formidable  to  all  Europe,  and  which 
nevertheless  he  broke  in  a  fliort  Space  of  Time,  and  with  a  very 
finall  Force.  He  was  called  into  Germany  by  the  Proteftantst 
and  on  the  24th  of  June  1630,  he  landed  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Oder  with  an  Army  which  confifted  only  of  fixteen  Troops  of 
Horie,  and  ninety-two  Companies  of  foot,  making  in  all  but 
eight  thoufand  Men*  He  foon  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Stetin, 
and  a  great  Part  of  Pomeranian  upon  which  all  the  Proteftants 
in  Germany  declared  for  him,  and  In  the  Beginning  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Year  he  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  Crown 
of  France* 

King  Gufiavus  foon  after  took  the  City  of  Francfort  upon  the 
Oder,  and  fent  his  Deputies  to  the  General  Affembly  of  the  Prcn 
teftants  at  Leip/ui9whcit  they  quickly  difcoveredthat  the  Ele&or 
of  Brandenhurgh  was  diffident,  and  the  Eledtor  of  Saxony  jealous 
Of  the  King  their  Mafter.  Gufiavus  being  determined  to  finiih 
what  he  had  fo  happily  begun,  forced  the  former  to  put  into  his 
Hands  -fiich  Places  are  were  ricceflary  to  fecure  a  Retreat,  and 
left  the  latter  to  be  diftreffed  by  the  lmperialifis,  till  he  was  con* 
ftrained  to  call  him  to  his  AiHftance,  which  on  Sep*  7,  1631* 
produced  the  glorious  Battle  of  Leipfick,  in  which  he  routed  the 
famous  Count  Tilfy,  who  commanded  40,000  old  Troops,  kill- 
ing 7,000  upon  the  Spot,  making  5,000  .Prifoners,  and  taking 
above  an  Hundred  Colours  and  Standards.  After  this  he  carried 
the  Wat  into  Franconia,  and  leaving  there  a  Part  of  his  Army* 
he  with  the  reft  marched  into  Bavaria,  where  in  the  Palfage  of 
the  Lech  Count  Tilly  was  killed  with  a  Cannon-fhot :  After 
which  the  King  drove  the  Imtoerialifls  out  of  the  open  Country, 
and  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Munich. 

He  not  long  after  attacked  Count  WalUftein  In  his  Intrench* 
ments,  but  was  repulfed  with  L06.  He  augmented  however 
bis  Conquefts  after  this,  till  the  Elector  of  Saxony  called  him 
again  to  his  Afliftance,  which  that  Monarch  did  not  refufe, 
though  it  was  entirely  owing  to  his  fluctuating  Condu&  that  the 
War  had  not  been  ended  long  before.  On  his  advancing  to- 
wards the  Imperialifis,  the  Iting  fent  Orders  to  Prince  George  of 
hmenhurgh  to  join  him  with  the  Forces  under  his  Command  ; 
but  being  informed  that  the  Imperial  General  had  detached 
Count  Pappenbeim  with  fome  thoufand  Men,  he  refolved  to  at- 
tack him  without  waiting  for  the  Duke  of  Lunenburgh ;  which 
he  accordingly  did  in  the  Plain  of  Lutzen,  on  the  16th  of  Nov. 
i(>l%  ',  in  which  Battle  tixeSwediJh  Foot  having  routed  the'  lm- 
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fmtTifliy  and  feifced  their  Cannon,  the  King  thinking  the  ttorft 
did  not  advance  fail  enough  to  the  Purfuit,  put  himfelf  before 
them  in  paffing  a  fmall  River,  on  the  other  Side  of  which  he 
was  found  dead,  having  his  Arm  broke  by  one  Muiket-fhot, 
and  another  entering  his  Back,  had  pafled  through  his  Body. 

There  were  great  Sufpicions  of  Treachery  in  this  Cafe,  fome 
imputing  it  to  Perfons  hired  by  Cardinal  Richelieu*  but  Puffendorf 
fixes  it  exprefsly  on  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Lawenburgh*  However 
it  was,  the  King's  Death  was  foon  known,  which  inftead  of 
abating,  heightened  the  Courage  of  the  Swedes  into  Fury,  fo 
that  when  Count  Pappenheim  returned  with  his  Detachment, 
and  rallied  the  Imperialifts9  they  again  attacked,  and  again  defeat- 
ed them,  which  Circumftance  does  the  higheft  Honour  to  the 
Swdijb  Troops.  Thus  fell  this  great  Conqueror  in  the  Arms 
of  Vi&ory ;  and  it  was  very  remarkable,  fo  formidable  he  was 
become,  that  his  Death  was  no  lefs  grateful  to  his  Allies,  than 
to  his  Enemies ;  but  his  Courage,  Virtue  and  Fortune,  having 
raifed  him  to  the  higheft  Pitch  of  Greatnefs  and  Glory,  his  Me- 
mory will  be  always  revered  by  fuch  as  are  well-affected  to  the 
Proteftant  Religion  and  the  Liberties  of  Germany,  both  which 
he  faved  from  Deftru&ion,  by  his  incomparable  Wifdom,  and 
his  fuccefsful  Arms. 

As  Gujlavus  Adolpbus  extended  his  Dominions,  and  raifed  the 
Reputation  of  Sweden  Abroad,  (o  he  likewife  afted  the  Part  of 
a  Legiflator  at  Home,  and  reduced  tfteConftitution  of  his  Coun- 
try into  Order,  which  he  would  certainly  have  improved  if  he 
had  lived  to  have  returned  into  his  own  Dominions.  In  Virtue, 
however,  of  his  Regulations,  the  Crown,  which  was  before  in- 
tailed  only  on  the  Male  Line,  defended  to  his  Daughter  Cbri- 
Jtina^  a  Child  of  fix  Years  old  ;  which  Minority,  though  it 
leemed  to  threaten  Ruin,  proved,  in  reality,  the  great  Security 
of  Sweden;  for  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Eledor  of  Bran- 
denburgh  remained  firm  to  the  Engagements  into  which  they  had 
entered  with  Guflavus*  and  the  reft  of  the  Allies  became  left 
apprehenfive  of  the  Power  of  that  Crown,  than  they  had  been 
in  the  Life-time  of  that  King. 

The  Chancellor  Axel  Oxen/Hern,  to  whom  the  whole  Ma- 
nagement of  Affairs  in  Germany  was  committed,  made  fo  right 
a  Ufe  of  thefe  favourable  Circumftances,  and  managed  alt 
Things  fo  wifely  and  fo  well,  that  at  the  clofe  of  the  War,  which 
lafted  feveral  Years,  the  Swedes  were  poffefled  of  above  one  hun- 
dred fortified  Places,  and  had  an  Army  on  foot  of  upwards  of  an 
hundred  thoufand  Men,  which  enabled  them  fo  effe&ually  to 
maintain  their  Pretentions,  that  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace 
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of  Mmnfier,  they  had  the  Country  of  Pomerama,  with  the 
Duchies  of  Brenun  and  Verden,  the  City  of  Wifmar,  a  Vote 
in  the  Diets  of  the  Empire  and  Circle  of  Lower  Saxony  j  toge- 
ther with  a  Million  of  Crowns  in  ready  Money,  as  a  Satisfac- 
tion for  their  Services. 

As  the  War  was  glorious  to  the  Arms,  fo  the  Peace  was  no 
lefs  honourable  to  the  Councils  of  Sweden ;  and  the  young' 
Queen  Cbriftina  was  efteemed  and  courted  by  all  the  Powers  of 
Enrepe.  She  had  a  great  deal  of  Learning,  and  a  very  extenfive 
Capacity;  but  with  thefe  great  Qualities  there  was  a  Mixture 
of  many  Defefls.  Her  Subjedte  would  willingly  have  feen  her 
married  to  her  Coufin  Prince  Charles  Gufiavus ;  to  which, 
however,  neither  (he  nor  that  Prince  were  inclined,  and  there- 
fore {he  very  wifely  chofe  to  content  all  Parties,  by  refigning  to 
him  the  Crown,  which  {he  did  in  an  AflembJy  of  the  States, 
held  at  Up/alin  the  latter  End  of  May*  1654,  referring  only  a 
Penfion  to  herfelf  for  the  Support  of  her  Dignity;  and  having 
embraced  the  Popifh  Religion,  {he  retired  to  Rome,  where  {he 
lived  with  great  Magnificence  to  the  Time  of  her  Deceafe, 
which  happened  April 9,  1689. 

Charles  Guftavus,  or  Charles  X.  of  Sweden,  who  afcended  the 
Throne  by  the  Abdication  of  Queen  Cbrijlina,  was  the  Son  of 
John  Cafimir,  Prince  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  and  Catharine  of 
Sweden,  Daughter  of  Charles  IX.  and  Sifter  to  Guftavus  Addpbutt 
Queen  Cbrijfma'*  Father.  He  found  the  Affairs  of  hsi  King- 
dom in  a  very  indifferent  Pofture  at  his  Acceffion  ;  but  he  foon 
put  them  into  fo  good  a  Condition,  that  the  Year  following  he 
made  War  upon  Poland,  to  revenge  the  Affront  done  to  him  in 
protefting  againft  his  Admiffion  to  the  Crown.  His  Progrefe  at 
firftnot  only  furprized  Poland,  but  alarmed  all  Europe;  for  in 
three  Months  Time  he  had  taken  all  PruJEa,  except  Dantzici, 
a  great  Part  of  Lithuania,  the  Cities  of  frarfaw,  Cracow,  and 
other  Places  in  the  Greater  and  Lefler  Poland ;  moil  of  the 
People  of  thefe  Provinces  fwearing  Allegiance  to  him,  as  being 
deferted  by  King  Cafimir,  who  was  fled  into  Silefia. 

But  this  Career  of  Profperity  did  not  long  continue.  The 
firft  Confternation  being  over,  the  Poles  were  as  ready  to  fall 
from  him,  as  they  had  been  to  embrace  his  Party.  Befides 
the  Emperor,  Mujcovy  and  Holland  became  his  Enemies,  as  did 
Denmark  alfo,  which  gave  the  King  of  Sweden  an  honourable 
Occafion  of  quitting  Poland,  where  he  could  not  long  have 
fuhfifted.  Having  therefore  left  his  Brother  Prince  Adolph 
Governor  of  Pruffia,  he  battened  to  Denmark,  which  he  foon 
reduced  to  a  Neccfiity  of  begging  Peace  at  the  Price  of  the 
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Pfoviiices  of  Stboneri*  Holland,  and  Blediing ,  which  was  cort- 
'  eluded  in. the  Spring,  btft  the  War  broke  out  again  in  the  Space* 
ef  a  few  Months.  In  the  Summer  enfuing,  which  was  that  of 
1658,  the  King  having  conceived  frefh  Jealoufies  againft  the 
Dams?  fu<jdenly  landed  with  his  Army  in  the  Ifland  of  Zealand j 
and  while  General  fPrangelbefieged  Gronenburgh  at  the  Entrance 
of  the  Sounds  he  attacked  Copenhagen. 

Thefe  Sieges  had  very  different  Events  %  for  Cronenbufgb  was 
loon  taken  ;  but  the  Danes,  encouraged  by  the  Prefence  of  their 
King  in  the  Capital,  made  an  obftinate  Defence,  which  gave 
Time  for  the  Dutch  Fleet  to  come  to  their  Relief;  and  the 
Swedijb  Navy  being  defeated,  the  King  was  forced  to  change 
his  Siege  into  a  Blockade,  which  continued  all  that  Year,  and 
the  beft  Part  of  the  next,  in  which  the  Swedes  met  with  fo  many 
Misfortunes,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  return  Home  in  order 
to  make  the  neceflary  Preparations  for  carrying  on  his  Enter- 
prize  with  Vigour  in  the  Spring ;  but  while  he  was  intent  on 
his  Affairs  he  was  furprized  by  a  Fever,  which  foon  carried  him 
off.  And  at  his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  13th  of  Febru- 
cry*  1660,  he  left  his  Son,  who  was  but  five  Years  old,  engaged 
ki  a  War  againft  fix  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  Europe.  Such 
was  the  End  of  this  great  Monarch,  whofc  Courage  and  Virtues 
had  enabled  him  to  make  fo  great  a  Figure*  as  not  ohly  to 
maintain  the  Credit  which  the  Crown  of  Sweden  had  acquired, 
but  to  carry  it  even  higher  than  it  had  arifen  under  his  glorious 
Predecefibr,  the  famous  Gujiavus  Adolphus^  but  then  it  was  built 
on  the  Foundation  which  he  had  laid. 

Charles  XI.  was  chiefly  governed  in  his  Minority  by  hfe 
Mother,  who  was  Sifter  to  die  Duke  of  Holjlein,  a  very  wife 
and  prudent  Princefs,  who  by  the  Advice  of  the  principal  Per- 
fons  in  the  Kingdom,  brought  about  a  very  advantageous  Treaty 
of  Peace;  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  concluded,  the 
Treaty  of  Oliva  ;  by  which  the  King  of  Poland  renounced  his 
Claim  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  and  the  Republick  all  he* 
Rights  to  Livonia.  The  Swedes  made  a  Peace  at  the  fame 
Time  with  Denmark^  and  Things  were  kept  in  tolerable  Order 
till  the  Clofe  of  the  King's  Minority ;  when  by  a  very  uit- 
happy  Turn  in  his  Councils,  he  was  engaged  to  take  Part  with 
France  in  the  War  which  preceded  the  Peace  of  Nimegutn* 
wherein  he  met  with  very  indifferent  Succefs,  and  loft  a  great 
Part  of  his  Dominions  in  Germany ;  which  however  were  re- 
ftored  to  him  by  a  feparate  Treaty  concluded  a  little  before  the 
'  general  Peace  laft  mentioned,  in  the  Negotiation  of  which  he 
acted  as  a  Mediator, 
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In  1680,  being  about  twenty-five  Years  of  Age,  he  cbofe  lor 
bis  Confort  the  rrincefs  Ulrica  Eleanora*  Daughter  Xo  Frede- 
rick II.  and  Sifter  to  Cbrijiian  V.  Kings  of  Denmark-,  and  thence- 
forward applied  himfelf  with  greater  Diligence  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  Kingdom  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,,  or  indeed 
than  any  Prince  of  his  Time.  Tip  Effect  of  this?  was  hi* 
detaching  himfelf  entirely  from  the  Prencb  Intereft  j,  which  he 
looked  upon  as  dangerous  io  his  Authority,  and  not  at  all  com- 
penfeted  by  the  paltry  Subsidies  granted  by  that  Chwq,  which 
ought  to  be  a  ftanding  Leflbn.  to  his  Succeflbrs. 

He  next  inquired  after  and  corrected  all  Abufes  that  had  crept 
into  the  Civil.  Government*  wbilft  former  Kings  of  Sweden  truftn 
ed  all  Things  to  their  Minifters,  minded  nothing  but  War  ; 
and  looked  particularly  into  Law-Suits,  fitting  himfelf  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and.  difpatching  there  more  caqfcs<  in  fevea 
Years  than  before  bad  been  decided  in  twenty.  By  this  means* 
he  gained  the  Love  of  his  Subjects  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the 
States  of  the  Kingdom  confented,  at  his  Requeft,  to  takeaway 
a  great  Part  of  the  Power,  which  till  then  the  Senate  had  en- 
joyed ;  and  made  afterwards  fuch  farther  Alteration*  in  the  Go- 
vernment, as  rendered  the  King  as  abfoluteas  any  Monarch  in 
Europe.  They  enabled  him  likewife  to  reunite  to  the  Crown* 
fuch  Eftates  as  had  been  alienated  from  it,  and  to  pny  off  the 
publick  Debts,  by  raifing  the  Value  of  the  Coin. .  They  fettled 
the  Militia  alio  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  he  had  always  feventeen 
thoufand  Horfe,  and  forty- three  thoufand  Foot,  kept  up  at  the 
Expence  pf  his  Subjects.  Befides  all  this,  they  granted  him 
large  Sums- of  Money  which  wese  railed  by  heavy  Taxes  }  but 
fuch  was  his  Conduct,  that  the  People  being  fatisfied  that  all 
they  gave  was  either  laid  out,  or  laid  up  for  their  Service,  they 
thought  they  could  never  do  too  much  for  him  ;  and  indeed  his 
Reign  is  the  ftrongeft  Proof,  that  the  fureft  Way  for  a  Prince  to 
make  his  Will  the  Law,  is  to  govern  by  Law, 

He  was  aemarkably  addicted  to  the  Religion  of  his  Country, 
and  not  only  ftricl  in  his  Morals,  but  fevere  $  and  though  not 
uxorious,  yet  his  Chaftity  was  never  fo  much  as  fufpected.  He 
humbled  his  Nobility,  but  was  very  obfequious  to  the  Clergy, 
kind  to  the  Citizens,  and  very  tender  of  the  common  People; 
He  took  a  proper  Care  of  Foreign  Affairs,  though  be  avoided 
making  War  ;  bet  he  did  not  fuller  his  Love  for  Peace  fo  far  to 
influence  him,  as  to  allow  any  of  his  Neighbours  to  prejudice 
either  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  or  her  Allies  j  for  vif ben  the  King 
of  Denmark  feized  the  Duke  of  HolJUiris  Dominions,  he  with-* 
out  Delay  interpofed,  and  began  to  make  fuch  Preparations  for 
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doing  Blight  to  that  Prince,  as  produced  the  Treaty  of  ASena9 
which  was  figncd  on  the  tenth  of  June,  1689,  and  by  which 
the  Duke  was  reftored  10  his  Dominions. 

After  this  he  entered  into  a  clofc  Alliance  with  the  Danes  for 
preferring  the  Peace  of  the  North ;  and  in  the  firft  general  War 
againft  France  be  lent  the  Dutch  fix  thoufand  Men,  and  offered 
fee  Emperor  as  many  more,  vet  without  declaring  War  againft 
Litvis  XIV.  who  was  fa  well  fatisfied  with  his  Behaviour,  or 
father  was  fo  Much  afraid  of  htm,  that  he  forbad  all  French  Pri- 
vateers moldting  Swedsjb  Ships ;  and  thus  by  a  fteady  and  pru- 
dent Management,  he  fupported  his  own  Power  at  home,  and 
maihtained  the  Credit  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden  abroad  to  the 
Timer  of  hit  Deceafe,  which  happened  on  the  fifth  of  April* 
169/,  at  the  Age  of  forty-two.  He  left  behind  him  three  Chil- 
dren ;  ifrV.  Hedwig-Sdma-Eleamra,  who  efpoufed  ihe  Duke 
of  Holftein-Gtittrpi  TJtrica-EUattira,  Confort  to  the  late  King 
Of  Sweden  %  and  his  onlt  furviting  Son  and  Succefibr 

Charles  XII.  who  in  his  Minority  was  governed  by  the  fame 
great  Princefi  with  whom  the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom  were  in- 
truded with  that  of  his  Father,  I  mean  the  Dowager  of  CharUsX. 
iffifted  by  five  Senators,  and  they  wexfe  to  admfoifter  the  Go- 
vernment till  her  Grandfon  came  to  the  Age  of  Eighteen.  But 
the  States  thought  fit  to  abridge  that  Term,  and  tadechtre  him 
Major  before  he  reached  Sixteen  ;  and  in  half  a  Year  afterward* 
the  general  Peace  of  Ryfwick  was  concluded  under  his  Media- 
tion, His  Neighbours  taking  Adyantage  of  his  Youth,  formed 
A  Confederacy  for  attacking  him  on  all  Sides,  and  this  without 
the  leaft  Provocation.  The  Confederates  were  Frederick  IV. 
King  of  Denmark?  Augu/lusll.  King  of  Poland,  and  the  Czar 
Peter  the  Great,  all  efteemed  as  wife  Princes  as  any  of  their 
Time;  but  influenced  in  this  by  their  Ambition,  and  theProf- 
pc€t  they  had  of  dividing  amongfl  themfelves  the  late  Acquifi- 
tionsof  Sweden*  ♦ 

Charles  penetrated  this  Scheme,  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  the. 
fyigUjb  Fleet  in  the  Bakick,  as  Guarantees  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ahena,  determined  to  begin  with  that  Prince  of  the  Confederates 
who  broke  with  him  firft,  and  make  him  feel  the  whole  Weight 
of  his  Power.  Accordingly  he  landed  an  Army  in  Zealand,  and 
befieged  Copenhagen,  reducing  in  a  very  fhort  Time  the  King 
Of  Denmark  fo  low,  that  he  was  conftrained  to  make  Peace 
upon  reasonable  Terms,  and  defert  the  Confederacy,  by  a  Treaty 
which  was  figned  at  Travendabt,  Augaft  8,  1700.  The  very 
fame  Year  he  relieved  Narva,  that  was  befieged  by  the  Czar, 
and  obtained  on  the  20th  of  Novrmierxhe  mm  compleat  Vido- 
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fp  with  the  grcatcft  Inequality  of  Forces  that  is  recorded  iri  m6- 
dern  Hiftory, 

He  turned  hi*  viSorious  Arms  next  agaihft  the  Poles,  forced 
them  to  depofe  King  Auguflus,  and  make  Choice  of  a  ncw> 
King,  which  they  did  the  fifth  of  May>  1704,  in  the  Perfon  of 
Btamfma  Lefidnjki,  Palatine  of  Pyhania,  and  Sort  to  Count 
Lefomfkij  Great  Treaiurei«  of  (he  Crown.  He  puflied  thii 
Refentment  of  his  ftill  farther,  by  following  Augujlus  into  his 
hereditary  Dominions  of  Saxohf,  where  he  exhaufted  the 
Country  by  exceflive  Contributions,  and  impofed  very  hard 
Conditions  on  that  Monarch  Bimfelf,  by  the  farrioiis  Treaty 
which  was  concluded  at  Altrahftadb,  a  Village  within  two  Miles 
dt  Uitfki. 

While  the  King  of  Swederi  was  in  Sdxwty,  he  took  an  Op- 
portunity of  (hewing  the  Emperor  %/epb9  whd  then  reigned, 
feme  Marks  of  Diftafte  at  the  Cohdud  Which  be  had  purfuedj 
and  oblteed  tym  to  dp  Juftice  tti  his  Proteftant  Subjeife.  We 
inay  truly  affirm  the  Year  1708  wa$  that  in  which  the  Glory  of 
Sweden  ToCe  to  its  utmoft  Height  Charles  had  then  the  Ballance 
of  Europe  in  his  Hand,  and  might  have  prefcribed  Terms  to  all 
its  Powers,  from  the  critical  Situation  of  his  own  -Affairs  and 
theirs  ;  but  his  boundlefi  Ambition,  heated,  perhaps,  by  the  art- 
ful Prailes  of  an  EngBJb  General^  whofc  Eloquence  was  as  vifio* 
riods  as  his  Sword,  threw  him  very  ft>Ari  into  a  different  CorfdU 
tion.  Fordefirous  of  complecting  his  Plan,  towards. which 
there  wanted  but  one  Stroke,  he  inarched  through  the  Ukraine 
into  Ru/fla,  refolved  to  drive  the  Czar  out  of  his  Territories,  a*s 
he  had  forced  the  Dane  fc  faVe  his  Capital  by  a  Peace,  and  the 
Poles  to  depofe  the  King  who  was  his  Enemy.  A  great  and 
glorious  Ptof  e&  If  it  had  been  pra&icabte  ! 

This  produced  the  famous  Battle  of  Pultotva,  which  <coft  the 
Swedes  70,00b  Men,  and  forced  the  king  to  take  Shelter  in  * 
Turky  with  a  handful  of  People.  This  fatal  Engagement  hap- 
pened on  the  twenty-feventh  of  June,  170^,  and  opened  a 
railage  for  the  Enemies  of  Ais  Crown  to  execute  the  Project 
they  had  formed  ten  Yeah  before,  whfch  was  an  Opportunity^ 
they  none  of  them  let  ftp.  The  King  of  DenHiark  once  more. 
declared  War,  and  made  a  Dfefcent  tipori  Schema ;  the  King  ot 
Poland  entered  again  into  Poffeffion  of  his  Dominions ;  the 
Ruffians  repoffefled  ttyemfelvef  of  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  the 
Swedljh  Territories  on  the  Baltick j  and  thodgh  at  firft  flic  Con* 
federates  kept  fonie  Meafures  in  German},  yet  at  laft  'they  at>- 
tacked  and  divided  the  5tw^  Teftitorics  tnerc?  die  Pruffiam 
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into  the  Hands  of  dje  Danes*  they  difpofed  of  them  to  the  Elec- 
tor of  Hanover. 

His  Swedijh  Majefty  returned  into  his  Dominions  in  Novem- 
ber* 17 14,  and  very  loon  made'his  Enemies  fenfible  of  his  Pre- 
sence. He  found  his  own  Territories  cxhaufted,  his  and  bis 
PredecefTors  Conquefts  loft,  and  fcarce  any  Friend  or  Ally  left  5 
yet  he  maintained  his  abfolute  Power  over  his  own  Subje&a, 
and  profecuted  the  War  with  inflexible  Refolution.  He  per- 
fifted  in  his  former  Notions  of  deftroyingor  depofing  every 
Prince  with  whom  he  was  difpleafed.    He  meditated  a  Defcent 


upon  Zealand*  with  a  View  once  more  to  befiegc  Copenhagen,  in 
which  he  failed  ;  he  engaged  in  fome  dark  Defigns  for  difturbr 
ing  the  Peace  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  difconcerted  j  hi? 
IaS  Attempt  .was  an  Invafion  upon  Norway*  where  he  was  fliot 
before  Frederkkjball*  on  the  firft  of  December*  1718,  dying  a? 
he  lived,  ill  treated,  but  unconquered. 

Upon  his  Demife  the  States  of  Sweden  declared  his  Sifter  the 
Princefs  Ulrica  EUanora  Qgecn*  and  her  Hufband  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Hejfe-Caffel  Gcneraliflupo  \  for  the  War  ftill  con- 
tinued* In  1720  that  Prince  having  embraced  the  Lutheran 
Religion,  was  raifed  to  the  Throne  ox  Sweden*  and  foon  aftej 
Peace  was  made  with  all  the  Powers  with  whom  Sweden  had  lb 
Jong  contended;  that  with  Denmark  took  place  in  June*  1^20; 
that  with  PruJJSa  on  the  nth  of  January,  1721  j  and  that  with 
the  Qzar  was  concluded  at  Newjtadt  in  Finland*  on  the  19th  of 
Juguft*  in  the  fame  Year.  By  thefc  Treaties  the  Swedes  reco- 
vered Part  of  Pcmerania*  and  the  Town  of  Wifinfir  :  But  the 
Xing  of  Prujfia  kept  the  Duchy  of  Stetin;  the  Duchies  of  Bre- 
men and  Verden  were  left  to  Hanover*  and  ,the  Czar  kept  in  ge- 
neral all  his  Conquefts.  In  1729  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  **- 
land  were  reconciled. 

,  In  confequence  of  jhefe  Steps,  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Sweden 
has  been  entirely  changed,  and  from  being  one  of  the  moft  ab- 
folute, it  is  again  become  thrmoft  limited  Crown  in  Europe  ; 
.the"  Senate  has  recovered  all  its  ancient  Privileges,  the  States 
have  refused  and  even  extended  thek  Powers ;  to  that  the  King 
.can  do  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Approbation. 
-,While  the  Miferies  of  the  late  War  were  freih  in  Remem- 
brance, the  Swedes  continued  firm  in  their  new  Syftem,  main- 
tained aclofeCorrefpondence  with  Ruffta*  remained  on  good 
Terms  with  all  their  Neighbours,  and  feemed  very  little  dif- 
pofed to  rifque  any  new  Alterations  in  their  Government,  by 
admitting  the  Claim  which  the  Duke  of  Heljlein*  orilv  Son  to 
.the  Queen's  eldeft  Sifter,  kept  up  by  the  Succeffion  5 .  they  like- 
.Vfifc  entered  into  very  ftritt  Engagements  with  the- Crown  of 
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Great  Britain,  and  IheWed  a  great  RefpeA  for  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  j  whence  it  was  conceived  that  afl  Things  in  the4 
North  would  go  on  in  this  Channel ;  and  that  nothing  was  to 
be  (eared  from  the  Intrigues  of  Frtma  in  that  Nation,  which 
formerly  had  lb  great  an  Influence  on  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in 
general. 

But  thole  who  knew  the  Dffyofitton  of  the  Swedes  heft,  al- 
ways forcfaw,  that  any  Alteration  in  the  Power  and  Conditions 
of  their  Neighbours  would  fttll  produce  extraordinary  Effcds 
amongft  them  -,  in  ihort,  that  this  long  Calm  would  be  followed 
by  a  high  Storm  :  and  the  Event  very  fully  proved  that  their 
Conjcdures  were  but  too  well  foundea. 

It  was  in  1738  that  this  great  Change  in  the  Politicks  of 
At  Swedes  began  to  difcover  itfelf.  The  Diet  that  affembled 
that  Year,  of  which  Count  Tiffin  was  chofen  Marftal,  foon  ap- 
peared to  be  compofedx>f  Pcrfons  6f  very  different  Sentiments,' 
who  in  a  little  Time,  however,  were  diftinguiflied  into  three 
Parties.  The  firft  and  moft  vigorous  were  for  reviving  the  old 
Syftem,  and  for  trying  to  recover,  if  poffible,  part  of  the  Do- 
minions yielded  to  Ruffia,  and  therefore  they  inclined  to  mar- 
tial Meafures  j  thefe  were  called  the  Hats.  The  Party  direflly 
oppofite  to  them,  declared  abfolutely  for  Peace,  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  the  prefent  Syftem,  and  for  endeavouring  to  promote 
the  Domcftick  Welfare  of  the  Nation ;  thefe  were  ftiled  the 
Nigbt-Caps.  The  third  Party  was  a  kind  of  flying  Squadron, 
who  were  for  keeping  in  a  middle  Way  ;  and  were  from  thence 
denominated  the  Hunting-Caps.  It  was  not  very  long  before 
the  firft  Party  appeared  to  have  a  great  Majority;  but  as  it  re- 
quired Time  to  execute  their  Defigns,  th«  Diet,  contrary  ta 
Cuftom,  continued  fitting  eleven  Months,  and  before  they  rofe, 
turned  out  five  of  the  Senators  that  had  been  moft  concerned  in 
renewing  the  Treaty  with  Rujfia. 

In  1739,  a  French  Squadron  of  five  Sail,  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  D'jtntin,  arrived  in  the  Baltic*,  and  anchored  in  the" 
Road  of  Stockholm  :  With  what  View  this  Squadron  came,  has* 
been  rather  guefled  at  than  known  ;  but  there  was  one  Circum-{ 
fiance  attended  it,  which  deferves  particular  Notice.  The  Kirg 
of  Sweden  presented  the  Sword  he  wore  at  tbe  Time  the  Mar- 
quis had  his  Audience  to  that  Officer,  with  this  extraordinary 
Compliment;  /  give  you  this,  Sir,  with  the  greater  Plea  fur  sy 
hecaufe  I  am  fure9  you  will  draw  it  on  all  Occajioqs  for  us,  js  1 
find  my  Subjefts  will  draw  ours  for  France.  Another  Event 
happened  in  this  Year,  which  likeVife  made  much  Noife; 
the  States  had  taken  care  to  difchar^e  the  Debts  coM.^td  by: 
the  Jate  King  Charles  XII.  in  Turkey,   and  had  employed  for 
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t|*t  Porpdfe,  u  well  at  for  feme  others  perhtps  of  mucli 
mater  Importance,  one  Major  Malcolm  Sinclair*  who  in  hia 
Return  was.  murdered  by  a  Ruffian  Officer  near  Nanmhenrg  in 
&fofe,  on  the  6th  of  June*  and  all  his  Papers  taken  from  him, 
which  contributed  to  heighten  the  Refentment  of  the  Swedes 
againft  that  Nation,  notwithstanding  the  Czarina  dhowned 
in  the  moft  fokmn  Manner,  her  haying  any  Concern  in  that 
flatter. 

The  very  fame  Day  Major  {Sinckjr  was  murdered,  died 
Charles  Duke  of  Holftein-Gatterp*  who  always  considered  him- 
ftelf  as  preemptive  Heir  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden.  The  next 
Year  died  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  Anne  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
/fa*  which  facilitated  die  Defigns  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to 
bring  the  Swedes  to  declare  that  War  againft  the  Ruffians*  which 
at  lift  broke  out  in  the  Month  of  Jufy  1741,  the  Confequencea 
of  which  are  too  well  known  to  be  dwelt  upon  here.  It  was 
attended  with  nothing  but  Misfortunes  from  the  Beginning  5. 
and  while  things  went  fo  ill  on  the  Frontiers,  there  happened 
a  very  unlucky  Event  at  Stockbebn*  which  was  the  Death  0/  the 
Queen  the  latter  End  of  Nevember  1741.  The  Swedes,  were  in; 
hopes  that  things  would  have  gone  better  after  the  great  Revo? 
Jution  in  Ruffia*  which  placed  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth  upon  the 
Throne  5  but  after  various  Negotiations,  the  War  broke  out 
again  with  greater  Heat  tbaii  evpr  $  and  the  Swedes*  who  had 
to  often  |n  former  times  beat  the  Ruffians*  were  now  beaten 
by  them  oyer  and  over,  the  heft  Part  of  their  Army  made  Pri- 
fpners,  and  all  the  Country  of  finland  loft,  which  reduced 
them  to  the  hard  Neceffity  otmaking  Peace  upon  {he  bell  Terms 
they  could  qbtain. 

While  this  was  imder  Confideration,  the  Diet,  which  was 
again  aflembled,  proceeded  in  die  great  Affair  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown,  the  eftablifhing  of  which  they  hoped  would  con- 
tribute to  change  the  melancholy  Face  of  their  Affairs.  But 
for  tjie  prefent  this  occafioned  new  Divifions,  and  ftill  greater 
Confufions,  There  were  four  Candidates  for  the  Succeffion  ; 
the  firft  was  the  young  Duke  of  fJejftein-Gottorp*  fupported  by 
many  of  the  Nobility,  and  by  a  ftrong  Party  among  the  Bur- 
gefies,  as  well  as  by  the  whole  Order  of  Peafants  5  the  fecond 
was  Prince  Frederick  of  Hette-Caffel*  Nephew  to  the  King,  for 
whom  all  the  Clergy  declared ;  the  third  \y»  the  Prince  of 
Denmark*  who  had  a  very  considerable  Party ;  and  the  fourth 
the  Duke  of  Deuxponts*  who  is  alfo  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
Sweden*  and  had  but  a  fmall  Partv.  After  ycry  warm  De- 
bates, the  Duke  of  Holftein  was  declared  Succeflor,  in  the 
Month  of  Ocloker  1742,  by  a  Majority  of  two  Votes  only: 
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and  Deputies  were  named  to  offer  him  on  certain  Conditions 
the  Reverfion  of  the  Crown,  in  hopes  he  might  induce  the 
Cxarima  to  reftore  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland,  But  before  they 
arrived  ntPeterJhtrg,  he  had  embraced  the  Gmi  Religion,  with 
a  View  to  the  Succeffion  of  JbtJ!a9  to  which  he  alio  h^d  a 
Claim  of  hereditary  Right 

This  Scheme  having  failed  of  producing  its  defired  Efleft, 
was  followed  by  Confluences  that  were  equally  unavoidable 
and  unexposed;  for  the  Pea&nts  that  had  exprefled  fuch  una- 
nimous Afte&ion  for  the  Houfe  of  HMm*  began  with  the 
lame  Zeal  and  Unanimity  to  efpoufe  the  Intcreft  of  the  Prince 
of  Denmark  to  whom  the  Clergy  were  attached ;  they  likewife 
infifled  on  the  calling  to  a  fevere  Account  the  Generals  that 
had  commanded  the  Forces  in  the  two  laft  Campaigns ;  and 
thofe  vciy  Perfens  that  had  fhewn  the  greateft  Warmth  in  pro* 
■noting  the  War  with  Raffia,  were  now  equally  warm  in  de- 
manding the  Punifhment  of  all  fuch  •  as  were  the  Managers  of 
thai  War,  to  whom  they  imputed  its.  Want  of  Succcfe. 

Yet  in  the  midft  of  thefe  domeftick  Difputes,  Peace  appeared  . 
as  precarious*  as  ever,  and  the  Diet  feemed  equally  unable  to 
bear  the  Thoughts  of  lofing  Finland  entirely,  or  falling  upon 
any  Expedient  for  recovering  it;  except  receiving  it  as  an 
Equivalent  from  the  Hands  of  the  Czarina,  with  which  View 
his  Britannic*  Majefty  having  offered  his  Mediation,  the  Con* 
ferenees  were  continued  at  Abe.  Thefe,  at  laft,  ended  in  a 
Treaty,  by  which  Raffia  confented  to  reftore  all  that  had  been 
taken  in  this  War  from  Sibeden,  except  a  fmall  Diftrid  in  Fin- 
land* and  to  renew  the  Peace  between  the  t^vo  Nations,  in  cafe 
the  States  of  Sweden  fhould  eled  Prince  Adolpbut  Frederick,  Ad* 
miniftrator  of  Holftein  and  Biihop  of  Lnbec,  Succefibr  to  the 
Crown;  and  in  this  Cafe  the. young  Duke  of  Helftein,  whom 
they  had  already  eleded,  and  who  was  now  become  hereditary 
Prince  of  Raffia,  offered  to  make  a  folemn  Refignation  of  all 
his  Claim  and  Right  to  the  Swedifb  Diadem. 

"When  this  Treaty  came  to  be  considered  in  the  Diet, at  Stock" 
bdm,  there  arofe  very  high  Debates  5  but  at  laft  the  Confident* 
tion  of  thofe  immediate  Advantages  which  were  to  arife  from 
the  Eieftion  of  the  Biihop  of  Lubec,  and  the  Profped  of  con* 
tinual  Difputes  in  cafe  they  ele&ed  any  other  Succeflqr,  brought 
over  all  the  Orders  of  the  States  to  this  Proposition ;  and  Duke* 
Addpbus  was  accordingly  chofen  hereditary  Prince  and  Succefibr 
of  Sweden,  on  the  23d  of  June  1743.  But  while  the. Diet  was 
thus  providing  for.  their  prefent  Peace  and  future  Safety,  the 
Dahcarlians  took  up  Arms  and  marched  direAly  to  the  City  of 
Stodbelm,  under  Pretence  of  fupporting  the  Intcreft  of  the  Prince 
•  £  4  of 
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of  Denmark  m  which  -dWy  perfifted,  notwithftanding  the  King 
look  all  poffible  Methods  to  reduce  diem  by  fair  Means  to  their 
Duty.  At  laft  die  Malecontents  attempted  to  overturn  all  to 
which  the  King  and  the  States  of  Sweden  had  conferred.  This 
obliged  his  Majefty,  much  againft  bis  Will,  to  employ  Force, 
even  in  his  capital  City ;  where  after  a  fharp  Engagement,  in 
which  one  of  his  Senators  at  the  Head  of  the  King's  Troops 
was  mortally  wounded,  the  Rebels  were  totally  defeated,  obliged 
to  lay  down  their  Arms,  and  fubmit  to  the  King's  Mercy, 
which  was  extended  to  them  in  the  moft  ample  Degree,  not- 
Withftanding  the  Blacknefs  of  their  Crime. 

Bat  this  extraordinary  Inftanoe  of  Royal  Clemency,  did  not 
faften  the  Refentment  of  the  Peafants  againft  two  unfortunate 
Noblemen,  viz.  Count  Loeowenbaupt  and  Baron  Buddenbrok, 
who  to  fetisfy  them,  had  beert  condemned  for  want  of  Succets 
in  the  two  laft  Campaigns,  and  whofe  Execution  was  now  de- 
manded with  fiich  Heat,  that  the  moft  merciful  Monarch  in  the 
World  could  not  refufe  k.  Lieutenant  General  Baron  Budden- 
brck  fuffbred  firft,  on  the  1 6th  of  July  in  the  fame  Year  ;  but 
FiekT,  Marfbal  Leemvenbaupt  made  his  Efcape,  yet  was  ibon 
after  retaken ;  and  notwithstanding  the  Nobility  and  Clergy 
were  inclined  to  ifrare  his  Life,  the  Peafants  remained  ftill  in- 
ftexible  j  and  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  according  to  his  Sentence 
beheaded.  The  King  retired  to  his  Country  Palace,  till  thefe 
melancholy  Scenes  were  over,  and  the  Peafants,  gratified  in  their 
Revenge,  conferred  to  the  Election,  which  being  figoified  to 
Duke  jftUpbus?  he  went  foon  after  to  Stockholm,  where  he  was 
received  with  untverfal  Acclamations. 

The  late  King  of  Denmark?  who  for  Reafons  that  will  appear 
in  the  next  Article,  had  many  Motives  to  diflike  this  fudden 
and  extrordinary  Elevation  of  the  Houfe  of  Holftein?  and  who 
befides  was  not  a  little  mortified  on  the  (core  ot  his  Son's  be- 
ing fet  afide  to  make  way  for  die  Bifhop  of  Lubec?  began  to 
make  fuch  vaft  Military  Preparations  as  feemed  to  befpeak  a 
Defign  of  invading  Sweden?  and  which  for  fome  Months  not 
only  amufcd  the  North,  but  all  Europe  \  yet  the  Czarina  found 
means  to  lay  this  Storm,  by  declaring  roundly  to  the  Courts  of 
Stockholm and  Copenhagen?  that  {he  would  maintain  the  Ele&ion 
fhe  had  promoted,  with  the  whole  Force  of  her  Empire. 
To  eftabtifh  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  more  eiredualiy,  it 
was-  thought  highly  requisite,  that  the  new  Prince  Succeflbr 
(hould  marry,  and  accordingly  he  efpoufed  the  Princefs  Louifa 
Ulrica?  Sifter  to  the  King  of  PruJjSa,  by  whom  he  has  already 
three  Sons. 

The 
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The  prcvaifinx  Party  of  this  Kingdom,  are  thought  to  have? 
been  di&ppointed  in  their  Views  as  to  the  Succeffion;  in  refe- 
rence to  which  it  has  been  ftrongly  fufpe&eri,  that  they  inclined 
,  rather  to  the  Duke  of  Deuxpmts  than  to  Prince  Addphms  of  /W- 
jfoia  5  but  after  this  great  Point  was-  once  fettled,  and  the  Prince 
Succeflbr  arrived  in  Sweden,  they  made  their  Court  to  him 
with  fucfa  Succefi,  that  it  was  not  long  before  the  Worid  be- 
came fcnfibk,  that  other  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  embraced 
their  Principles,  or  thought  proper  to  wear  the  Appearance  of 
having  adopted  diem,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  popular.  In 
this,  it  may  be,  he  went  farther  than  was  neceflary,  fince  it  is 
agreed  that  hie  own  and  his  Confort/s  Behaviour  has  been  fo  full 
of  Re&kude  and  Affability,  that  without  elpoufing  any  Party 
Maxims,  they  might  have  attracted  the  Efteem,  and  fecured 
die  Affections  of  die  People.  But  Count  Gyllenhargb,  who 
was  the  Head  of  the  Country  Party  in  Swden,  was  a  Man  of 
fo  great  Parts,  and  knew  how  to  place  the  Notions  he  had 
efpoufed  in  fo  fair  a  Light,  that  we  need  not  wonder  he 
gained  an  Afcendant  over  a  Prince,  whofe  Virtues,  Sincerity, 
and  Candour,  made  him  the  more  ready  to  believe,  what 
with  great  Addrefs  was  represented  to  hirrji  as  the  true  In* 
terefis  of  the  Nation.  Another  Incident  contributed  not  a 
little  so  fix  him  in  thefe  Opinions,  and  that  was  the  Re- 
iblution  taken  by  the  governing  Party  in  Sweden,  to  fall  in 
with  the  Views  of  his  Prujfian  Majefty ;  in  order  to  which, 
a  Treaty  was  fet  on  foot  between  the  two  Crowns,  which 
has  been  fince  concluded  and  ratified  by  the  Confent  of 
the  Diet,  and  to  which  the  Crown  of  France  has  alfo  ac- 
ceded. 

It  was  very  natural  that  this  Condud  in  the  Prince  Succeflor 
fhould  not  be  well  reltfhed  in  Rujjia,  where  from  the  Jealou- 
fies  entertained  firft  of  the  Marquis  de  Botta,  next  of  the  Mar- 
quts  de  la  Chetardlt  and  Baron  Mardefeldt,  and  laftly  of  Mr. 
UAUivru,  it  was  very  apparent  that  fo  clefe  an  Intercourfe  with 
the  Courts  of  VtrfaiUes  and  Berlin,  muft  of  neceffity  create  Suf- 
pcions.  But  notwithstanding  every  Method  poffible  has  been 
tryed  by  Letters  from  the  Czarina  and  the  Imperial  Prince,  to 
give  another  Turn  to  his  Royal  Highne&'s  Sentiments,  he  re- 
mained firm  to  the  Party  he  embraced  fo  early :  tho'  at  die  fame 
time  he  in  the  moft  publick  Manner  acknowledged  his  Obliga- 
tions to  the  Czarina,  and  profefied  the  higheft  perfonal  Regard 
and  Efteem  for  her  Imperial  Majefty,  confident  with  his  Duty 
and  Intereft  in  purfuing  the  Welfare  of  the  Swedijb  Nation.  It 
was  thought,   that  upon  the  Death  of   Count  GjUtnhnrgh^ 
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feme  Alteration  might  have  happened ;  but  the  long  IHnefs  of 
that  great  Minifter,  who  in  die  midft  of  bodily  Pains  and 
Infirmities  retained  not  only  his  Abilities,  but  his  Party-En- 
gagements to  the  very  laft,  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  pre- 
paring every  thing  in  favour  of  Count  Ttjjm>  his  intended  Sue* 
ceflbr. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Court  of  Ruffia  took  a  very  brifk  Step  to 
prevent  the  Promotion  of  this  Nobleman,  by  charging  him  with 
being  an  Enemy  to  the  Harmony  and  good  Understanding  be- 
tween the  two  Crowns,  which  however  had  not  the  Succeft  that 
was  expe&ed  from  it.  For  the  Diet  being  at  that  Time  fitting, 
Count  Tiffin  afliimed  in  appearance  a  Refolution  of  quitting  all 
bis  Employments;  previous  to  this,  he  defired  his  Condud 
might  be  examined  by  the  States,  in  which  he  (hewed  himfelf 
as  wife  and  able  a  Man  as  his  Predeceflbr,  fince  he  forefaw  that 
this  muft  either  open  a  Way  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  Retreat, 
or  elfe  bring  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  to  efpoufe  his  Intereft 
as  their  own,  and  make  his  Elevation  to  the  Poft  of  Prefident 
of  the  Chancery  an  A£t  of  the  Diet 

To  pu(h  this  more  efFe&ually,  the  Difcovery  of  a  new  Plot 
was  fet  on  foot,  to  which  the  wild  and  unguarded  Expreffions 
of  an  inconfiderable  and  defperate  Man,  gaye  a  Colour  of 
Truth;  and  this  was  fo  well  managed,  that  after  a  formal 
Tryal  and  Conviction,  this  Perfon  was  executed  Juguft  9,  1 747, 
at  Stockholm ;  and  others  who  were  ftilcd  his  Accomplices  were 
likewife  puniflied,  but  not  with  fo  great  Severity.  At  length 
the  Report  of  the  fecret  Committee  having  been  made  entirely 
in  his  Favour,  Count  Ttjjfin  was  raifed  to  the  Poft  beforemen- 
tioned,  with  all  the  Circumftances  of  Honour  and  Reputation 
that  a  Subje<a  could  receive.  All  Things  from  that  Time  went 
in  the  Channel  into  which  they  were  turn'd  by  Count  Gylltn- 
burgh ;  and  to  intereft  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  People  in  the 
Nation  more  effe&ually  in  fupport  of  the  new  Syftem,  three 
Orders  of  Knighthood  were  instituted  or  revived,  viz.  the  &- 
rapbim,  the  Sword*  and  the  North  Star ;  fo  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive  a  political  Plan,  either  better  contrived,  or  more  dif- 
creetly  executed  than  this  has  been.  His  Swdijb  Majefty„then  the 
ofdeft  Monarch  in  Europe*  was  rather  paffive  in  thefe  extraordi- 
nary Tranfa&ions  than  forward,  agreeable  to  the  Calmnefe  of 
hU  Temper,  to  the  unfettled  State  of  his  Health,  and  to  bis 
declining  Years  ;  but  all  along  behaved  in  a  manner  that  pre- 
ferved  to  him  the  utmoft  Rcfped,  as  well  as  the  moft  fincere 
juid  hearty  Affe&ions  of  his  People. 

His 
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Hb  Refea  wis  one  of  die  ifeildeft  with  which  this,  or  indeed 
1117  other  People  were  ever  blefled  5  he  discovered  a  true  Con- 
cern for  whatever  related  to  the  Good  of  his  People;  promoted, 
to  die  utmoft  of  hb  Power,  every  Proje&  that  tended  either' to 
heighten  or  to  fecure  their  Felicity ;  and  never  difcovered  any 
Backwardness  or,Want  of  Spirit,  but  when  he  was  unwilling 
to  lend  the  Colour  of  his  Authority  to  thofe  Afis  of  Party  Vio- 
lence, which  as  a  wife,  a  flood,  and  an  humane  Prince,  he 
could  not  but  in  his  Heart  disapprove. 

We  need  not  wonder  therefore  that  this  Monarch  was  fo 
much  oonfidered  by  his  Neighbours,  fo  highly  reverenced  by  the 
Prince  who  was  tofucceed  him,  or  lb  much  beloved  by  his  Sub- 
jeds,  more  cfpecially  when  we  confider  that  they  had  all  a  very 
gnat  Intereft  in  his  Life,  created  by  an  Opinion  that  generally 
prevailed*  as  if  his  Demife  would  be  attended  with  toant  Alte- 
ration in  the  Government,  and  with  feme  Pifturbance  in  the 
publkk  Tranquility ;  and  yet  this  was  not  at  all  jrfSified  by  the 
Event.  Hb  Swe&jh  Majefty,  whofe  Death  had  been  long 
looked  for,  and  more  than  once  published,  died  a{  length  fome- 
what  unexpededly,  April  the  fifth  17519  when  he  was  very 
sear  fcventy-five  Years  of  Age,  and  when  he  had  Worn  the 
Crown  near  thirty  Years,  defervedly  and  univerfally  regretted* 
The  next  Day  the  new  King  was  proclaimed,  and  in  the  After* 
noon  went  to  the  Senate,  and  there  figned  and  fwore  to  the  fol- 
Ipwing  folemn  AEL 

"  Whereas  the  united  States  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden*  of 
*  their  own  Motion,  and  by  a  free  aqd  voluntary  Choice, 
"  defied  me  Succeflbr  to  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden*  of  the  G$tb$9 
"  and  of  the  Vandals ;  I  (hould  be  wanting  in  a  fuitable  Return 
11  to  the  Confidence  they  repofed  in  me  on  my  Advancement  to 
"  the  Throne,  which  is  devolved  (o  me  by  the  Difpofal  of  the 
"  Almighty,  and  by  the  fret  Eledion  which  they  made,  if  I 
u  did  not  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  confirm  the  Aflurance  I 
'•  have  given  to  fupport  them  at  the  Expence  of  my  Life  and 
"  Blood,  in  the  Exercife  of  the  pure  Doftrine  and  Religion 
"  they  profels,  ind  to  preferve  and  defend  the  Liberties  and 
"  Privileges  they  have  acquired.  And  as  my  Defires  are  far 
"  from  every  thing  which  might  bear  the  leaft  Shadow  of 
w  Conftraint,  I  declare  by  this  publick  Aft,  which  I  fwear  tQ 
u  obferve  upon  my  Royal  Word  apd^Faith,  that  I  not  only 
u  intend  to  govern  my  Kingdom  according  to  the  Laws  of 
"  Sweden  and  the  Form  of  Regency  eftablifhed  in  the  Year 
■*  1720,  as  well  as  in  Conformity  with  the  Aflurance  I  gave 
"  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  in  the  Year  J  742  >  but  alfo  that  I 
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**  fcall  regard  as  the  moft  dangerous  Enemies  to  me  and  the 
*  Kingdom,  and  treat  as  Traitors  to  their  Country,  all  fuch 
«  as  (hall  either  in  publick,  or  under  any  Pretence  foever  nn- 
«*  dertake,  or  endeavour  to  introduce  into  this  Kingdom,'  de- 
«c  fpotick  Power  or  arbitrary  Government,  wherein  GckT  affift 
«'  me." 

Signal,  * 

Stockholm,  April  6, 

1751,  AootPHus  Frederick. 

This  new  Monarch  likewife  wrote  immediately  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruffia,  with  his  own  Hand,  to  notify  his  Acceffion  to 
the  Throne,  and  to  acquaint  her  Imperial  Majefty  with  the 
Sentiments  of  Refped  and  Friendfhip,  which  he  had  ever  re- 
tained and  ever  meant  to  retain  for  lb  good  an  Ally,  and  of  his 
fincere  Intentions  to  fupport  the  Promises  contained  in  that  Aft, 
which  was  the  firft  of  his  Reign,  and  which  accompanied  this 
Letter.  Thefe  were  fent  by  a  rerfon  of  Diftin&ion,  who,  by 
the  Rigour  of  the  Seafon,  and  other  Accidents,  was  much  re- 
tarded in  bis  Journey  5  but,  upon  his  Arrival  at  Peterfbtergh* 
was  extreamly  welt  received,  had  the  Honour  of  prefenting  his 
Letter  to  the'Etnprefs,  who  not  only  returned  a  fuitable  Anfwer, 
but  publifhed  Kkewife  a  Declaration  that  correfponded  in  its 
Contents  with  his  Swtdijb  Majefty's  A£t  at  his  Acceffion.  In 
%  this  State  Things  are  at  prefent  5  fo  that  the  Death  of  the  late 
King  has  not  hitherto  produced  any  thing  like  a  Rupture,  and 
it  may  be  that  the  Refolutions  taken  in  the  Diet,  which  will 
very  fpeedily  meet,  may  rempve  all  Fears  and  Apprehenfions : 
For  all  things  in  this  World  are  variable,  fo  we  ftate  this  as  a 
Matter  probable,  and  without  fuggefting  that  the  contrary  is  at 
all  impoffible. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  large  Account  of  the  Affairs  of  Sweden, 
from  th*t  JEra,  at  which  fee  firft  began  to  make  a  Figure 
amongft  the  Powers  of  Europe,  down  to  the  prefent  Times ; 
;uid  have  ihewn  how  flie  extended,  and  how  fhe  loft  her  Do- 
minions, how  (he  changed  her  Conftitution,  and  from  being 
limited,  became  an  abfolute,  and  now  a  limited  Monarchy 
again.  All  which  Circumftances  the  Reader  will  find  not  only 
fequifite  to  the  underftanding  what  we  have  to  fay  of  the  Politi- 
cal Interefts  of  this  Nation,  but  alfo  highly  ufeful  in  refoedt  to 
the  remaining;  Hiftory  of  the  North,  inafmuch  as  almoft  every 
remarkable  Event  herein,*  at  leaft  for  feveral  Ages  paft,  is  fome 
way  or  other  conne&ed  with  the  Affairs  of  this  Kingdom ;  fo 
that  the  Room  we  have  taken  in  this,  will  cn»J>le  us  to  be  more 
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concifc  in  tb*  fuccecding*  Articles,  without  rendering  them  fan 
that  Circumftance  in  the  leaft  obfcure. 

As  tbcfe  was  no  Way  of  learning  the  Intereft  of  Sweden, 
but  by  confulting  the  Hrftory,.(b  it  is  impoffible  to  form  a  right 
Notion  of  its  Government,  without  being  acquainted  with  the 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Swedes  have,  like  other 
Nations,  flood  and  bad  Properties ;  they  are  unquestionably  as 
brave,  as  hardy,  and  as  pajient  as  any  People  in  the  World, 
which  qualified  them  for  making  excellent  Soldiers ;  and  as  they 
weredUcipJined  and  intermixed  with  Foreigners  of  all  Countries^ 
who  bad  either  fignalized  themfplves  by  Skill  or  Courage  in 
Service,  this  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Years  rendered  their  Armies 
luffiy  famous ;  and  though  their  Forpe  is  much  reduced,  yet  the 
Troop*  they  have  aje  as  good  as  ever.  They  are  likewise  moft 
fincerely  a^alous  for  the  Protefiant  Religion,  according  to  the 
Lutheran  Do&rine,  which  i$  not  only  the  Faith  by  Law  efta- 
bG4bed,  but  the  only  on<  tolerated  in  that  Kingdom*  The  No- 
bility, Gentry,,  and  tetter  fort  of  People,  have  all  a  Tin&ure  of 
Learning,  and  very  few  have  more;  they  have  always  been 
eftecmed  loyal  to  their  Princes,  and  have  generally  (hewn 
tbemfelves  hearty  Friends  to  Liberty*  though  they  have  been 
fometimes  miftaken  about  it,  and  ftt  have  perfifted  obflinately 
in  their  Miftakes. 

As  to  the  Vices  of  the  Swedes,  they  are  at  leaft  as  confpi- 
cuous  as  their  Virtues ;  they  have  a  Ficklenefs  in  their  Tem- 
pers, equally  fatal  to  them  in  the  Purfuit  of  Politicks  or  Learn- 
ing ;  thejr  have  a  great  Proportion  of  Vanity,  which  difplays 
itfelf  particularly  in  Furniture  and  Equipage ;  for  as  to  thole 
Expences  that  make  no  Shew,  thefe  People  aje  by  Nature  little 
addided  to  them.  But  the  Vice  moft  predominant  among 
them  is  Envy,  dire&ed  more  efpecially  againft  Strangers,  who  if 
tbey  thrive  in  Trade,  at  Court,  or  in  the  Army,  fill  the  People 
with  an  unaccountable  Malice  or  Difpleafure*  And  the  fame 
bad  Turn  they  are  apt  to  take,  even  againft  their  own  Country • 
men,  more  efpecially  if  they  fpring  from  a  low  Beginning,  or 
rife  at  too  quick  a  Rate,  i  hey  are  not  much  inclined  to  Ma.- 
nufadures,  nor  have  they  any  true  Genius  for  Trade,  though 
they  have  good  Ships  and  fltilfuJ  Seamen  j  but  they  are  fufpicious, 
efpecially  where  Foreigners  are  concerned,  and  fo  very  impa- 
tient if  things  do  not  immediately  fucceed,  that  there  teems  to 
be  no  great  Keafon  to  apprehend  their  very  foon  acquiring  an 
extenfive  Commerce,  or  confequently  their  becoming  a  Mari- 
time Power ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  prefumed,  they 
will  not  neg1e&  that  Naval  Strength  which  they  have  already 
acquired,  and  for  the  Support  of  which,  as  well  as  for  all  other 
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things  ufefid  or  neceflary  to  the  Publicly  die  Laws  have  madd 
a  competent  Provifion  in  Sweden. 

After  confiderlng  this  fair  and  impartial  CharaAer  of  the 
Swedijb  Nation,  w«S  need  not  be  at  all  fufprUed  at  the  Va- 
rious Revolutions  to  which  their  Government  his  beta  fubjed. 
The  Love  of  Frecdoih,  to  fay  the  Truth,  was  their  feigning 
Paffion ;  and  not  being  always  able  to  fee  fo  diftin&ly  how  thofe 
£vils  might  be  cured,.  Which  they  well  enough  difcerned  it  did 
not  become  a  brave  Nation  to  endure,  they  took  fuch  Methods 
*s  were  di£bted  by  their  own  Defpair,  or  were  advifed  to  by 
fuch  as  undertook  to  procure  their  Deliverance.  But  ftill  there 
were  fome  fliort  Maxims,  and  fame  fundamental  Articles  of 
Government,  from  which  the*  never  departed,. and  upOfi  *fiich 
they  grounded  that  Conftituboft,  which  took  Plate  after  they 
(hook  off  the  Yoke  of  Denmark,  and  beftowed  the  Crown  upon 
Guftavw  Vafay  from  whom  their  Ititigs  are  descended.  A* 
mongft  thefe  fundamental  Points,  the  two  moft  diaterial  were, 
the  preferring  the  Legiflative  Power  entirely  ttt  the  State*  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  fo  much  of  the  Executive  as  was  thotight 
expedient  far  the  public  Good  in  the  Hands  of  a  Senate; 
upon  which  two  Columns  they  conceived  the  Strudure  of  their 
Common-wealth  might  always  reft,  without  Danger  of  fab* 
verfion. 

As  for  the  States  of  the  Kingdom,'  the  ufual  Time  of  their 
Aflembly  is  once  in  three  Years,  or  oftener,  if  the  Affairs  of 
the  Kingdom  require  it.  The  Letters  mandatory  for  calling 
them  together  are  feiit  to  the  Governors  of  the  feverad  Pro- 
vinces, into  which  the  Kingdom  is  divided ;  who  thereupon 
write  to  each  Nobleman  and  Gentleman  of  their  Province,  and 
to  the  Bifhops,  who  caufe  the  fame  to  be  published  in  all  the 
Parifh  Churches.  The  Body  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  are 
reprefented  by  one  of  each  Family,  of  which  there  are  above 
a  thoufand  in  Sweden,  and  With  them,  that  is  in  the  Chamber 
Of  Nobles,  the  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  arid  one 
Captain  of  each  Regiment,  (it  and  vote.  For  the  Clergy,  befidea 
the  Bifhops  and  Super-intendarits ;  in  each  rural  Deanery,  or 
Efiftrift  containing  ten  Parifhes,  one  2s  chofen  and  maintained 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Ele&ors ;  thefe  make  a  Body  of  about  two 
hundred.  The  Reprefentatives  of  the  Burghers  are  chofen  by 
the  Magiftrates  and  Common  Council  of  each  Corporation,  6f 
which  Stockholm  fends  four*  other  Places  two,  and  fome  one> 
who  make  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Peafants  of 
each  DiftriA  chufe  one  of  their  own  Quality  to  appear  for  them, 
whofe  Charges  they  bear,  and  give  him  Jnftrudiions  about  fuch 
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Matters  ft*  they  think  peed  Redrefi ;  they  are,  generally  fpeak- 
iog,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

At  their  firft  Meeting  the  King  is  prefent  with  the  Senate, 
and  the  Prcfident  of  the  Chancery  makes  them  a  Speech  on 
the  Pan  of  his  Majefly,  in  which  he  gives  them  a  fliort  Account 
of  what  has  happened  fince  their  laft  Meeting,  and  of  the  prin- 
cipal Points  they  are-called  together  to  confult  about  5  and  after 
an  Anfwer  given  by  the  Speaker  of  each  of  the  four  Orders,  they 
withdraw  to  their  refpc&ive  rfoufes,  where  each  elefls  out  of 
its  own  Body  a  certain  Number  of  Members  to  make  up  the 
ftcrct  Committee,  that  prepare  and  digeft  Matters  for  the 
Confideration  of  the  States.  Each  of  the  feveral  Orders  'has  a 
negative  Voice,  but  in  their  refpeftive  Houfes  the  Majority  of 
Votes  absolutely  decides  the  Bufinefs. 

The  Reafon  that  the  Military  Officers  have  in  Right  of  their 
Commiffion  a  Seat  in  the  Diet  is,  becaufe  the  Army  makes  a 
Part  of  the  Conftitution  ;  the  Officers  are  for. Life,  and  have 
Eftates  in  Land,  which  are  let  at  Rents  equivalent  to  their  Pay  ; 
and  being  generally  Men  of  good  Families  befide,  there  are 
no  Inconveniencies  to  be  feared  from  their  having  Seats  in 
the  Diet*  As  there  are  no  Diilenters  in  Sweden  of  any  De- 
nomination whatever,  this  obliges  their  Princes  to  court  the 
Clergy  very  much.  The  Houfe  of  the  Burgeflt*  is  commonly 
well-aflx&ed  to  the  CrdWn,  and  remarkably  moderate  in  their 
Proceedings.  The  Pcafants,  on  the  contrary,  are  often  very 
warm  ana  very  obftinate;  and  they  may  be  confidercd,  toufe 
a  Phrafe  adapted  to  our  own  Conffitution,  as  the  Country  In- 
tereft  in  Sweden,  or  rather,  as  the  more  modern  Expreflion 
is,  the  Landed  Intereft ;  andf  on  that  Account  have  great  Re- 
gard paid  them.  Each  of  the  Houfes  have  a  Right  to  represent 
their  refpedive  Grievances  to  the  King,  who  gives  feparately 
foch  Anfwers  as  he  thinks  proper  $  and  at  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Diet  every  Member  of  the  Orders  of  the  Clergy,  Burgefles  and 
Peafants,  has  an  Extraft  given  him  of  their  whole  Proceedings, 
and  the  King's  Anfwer  to  their  Grievances,  which  he  carries 
borne  to  his  Conftitoents. 

The  Senate  hath  not  only  Authority  to  advife  the  King  Iff 
all  Bufinefs  of  Importance,  but  may  likewife  admoniih,  and 
<wi  over-rule  him,  in  cafe  he  attempts  any  thing  contrary 
to  Law;  and  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Senate  he  can 
undertake  nbthing  of  Importance.  They  take  an  Oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  Kangdom,  and  are  accountable  for  their  Con- 
dud  to  the  States,  who,  in  cafe  they  difapprove  the  Behaviour 
of  any  of  them,  may,  though  it  be  very  feldom  done,  remove 
them-  In  the  three  laft  Reigns  but  one,  their  Power  was  much 
l  leflencd. 
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kfiened,  and  in  tunc  mcafure  taken  away,  but  it  is  now  re- 
ilored,  and  made  a  fundamental  Part  of  the  Constitution*  They 
have  the  Direction  of  the  Revenue,  and  in  cafe  of  the  King's 
Abfence  from  his  Dominions,  they  have  the  executive  Power 
entirely  in  their  Hands.  The  King  appoints  all  Military  Offi- 
cers under  the  Degree  of  Colonel,  but  in  appointing  Officers  of 
that,  or  of  a  fuperior  Rank,  he  muft  have  the  Content  of  the 
Senate  *  and  the  fame  is  neceflary  in  framing  and  publifhiog 
Proclamations  and  other  A£b  of  State. 

It  appears  clearly  from  hence,  that  the  Royal  Power  in  Su*- 
den  is  as  much  limited  as  in  any  Country  in  the  World ;  and 
the  annulling  all  Pretence  to  arbitrary,  independent,  or  absolute 
Power  in  the  Crown,  is  alfo  become  a  fundamental  Law.  So  that 
the  Incroachments  of  CharUs  XL  who  made  ufe  of  the  States 
to  weaken  and  controul  the  Senate,  and  of  Charles  XIL  who 
flighted  and  difregarded  the  States  themfelves  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
as  to  talk  offending  one  of  his  old  Boots  to  dire&  them  in  their 
Deliberations,  have  proved  the  Means  of  reftoriog  the  old 
Government  to  its  full  Vigour,  and  taught  the  Swedes  to  put 
their  Conititution  on  as  right  as  well  a&  regular  an  Eftablilh- 
ment,  as  any  that  occurs  either  in  ancient  or  modem  Hiftory. 
,  The  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  or  rather  Kingdom  of  Sweden^ 
has  been  very  much  feflened  by  the  repeated  Misfortunes  fuf- 
tained  during  the  long  War  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  XII.  and 
that  which  happened  under  the  late  King  againft  Ruffia*  But 
however,  as  the  Expcnces  of  the  Government  have  alio  been 
leiTened,  there  ftill  remains  a  competent  Provifion  for  the  King's 
Civil  and  Military.  Lifts,  and  whatever  elfe  is  requifite  for  the 
Pubfick  Service ;  fo  that  while  their  Finances  are  regularly  and 
frugally  managed,  they  will  always  be  able  to  maintain  their 
Government  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  not  to  ftand  at  all  in  need 
of  Subfidies  from  Foreign  Courts,,  or  to  be  appreheniive  in  any 
Degree  of  Invafions  from  their  Neighbours, 

They  are  likewife  in  left  Danger  of  fuffering  by  *long  Peace 
than  moft  other  Nations,  becaufe  they  conftantly  keep  up  a  great 
Body  of  regular  Troops,  and  that,  without  any  Danger  to  their 
Liberties.  For  the  Army  in  Sweden  is  the  Army  of  the  King- 
dom, and  every  Foot  Soldier  is  maintained  by  his  own  Free- 
bold,  ailigned  by  the  Conftitution  ;  and  from  hence,  as  has  been 
o,bferved,  is  derived  the  Right  of  their  Qfficers,  to  fit  and  vote  in 
the  Diet,  becaufe  they  are  poffefled,  as  Officers,  of  fo  large  a 
Landed  Property  therein,  an  Eftate  for  the  Maintenance  of  a 
Colonel  being  worth  three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  and 
to  in  Proportion.  From  whence  we  may  eafily  difccrn,  that  no 
Argument  can  be  drawn  from  this  Pra&cie  in  Sweden,  to  coun- 
tenance 
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fenance  the  admitting  military  Officers  into  the  Diets,  States  or 
Parliaments  of  other  Countries,  where  their  Circumftances  are 
quite  different. 

There  is  another  Convenience  which  refults  to  the  Swedes 
from  this  Settlement  of  their  Militia,  which  is,  that  the  Laws 
are  guarded  by  the  Soldiers  ;  who,  as  they  derive  their  Property 
from  their  prefent  Conftitution,  will  be  always  Friends  to  it,  and 
Enemies  to  fuch  as  (hall  labour  to  overturn  it,  whether  Mini- 
sters or  People,  as  appeared  plainly  in  the  Cafe  of  the  laft  Infur- 
refiion,  when  the  Army  remained  firm  in  their  Duty,  and  will  ' 
very  probably  appear  in  dired  Oppofition  to  his  Meafifres,  if  any 
Prince  hereafter  fhould  attempt  to  extend  his  Power  beyond  the 
Limits  of  the  Laws.  Let  us  neKt  look  to  her  Situation  abioad, 
and  in  regard  to  other  Countries. 

The  Interests  *of  Sweden  arc  fo  changed  at  prefent  from  what 
they  were  at  the  Time  Baron  Puffendorf  wrote  about  them, 
that  how  excellent  foever  his  Difcourfes  might  be  in  thofe 
Times,  they  can  now  be  of  little  Ufe  ;  and,  perhaps,  inftead 
of  being  ferviceable  they  contribute  to  miflead  us.  The  Swedes^ 
who  in  former  Ages  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  Turis9  are 
bound  at  prefent  to  maintain  the  Engagements  they  have  en* 
tcred  into  with  them,  in  order  to  fecure  their  Friendfhip  in 
cafe  of  a  War  with  Ruffia.  Their  Intereft  with  regard  to  the 
laft  mentioned  Power  cannot  be  eafily  ftated.  As  long  as  the 
Swedes  are  inclined  to  think  Peace  abfolutely  necefiary,  they 
will  live  in  ftrifl:  Correfpondence  with  this  Empire  ;  but  if  ever 
they  fhould  entertain  different  Sentiments,  and  defire  to  recover 
thofe  fine  Provinces  which  formerly  were  annexed  to  their  King- 
dom, and  made  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  their  Dominions,  they 
may  poffibly  find  fome  favourable  Opportunity  of  breaking  with 
the  Court  of  Peter/burgh ;  yet  this  muft  be  done  with  great 
Caution,  and  fuch  an  Opportunity,  as  Things  now  ftand,  looks 
as  if  it  was  at  a  very  great  Difta nee. 

But  as  to  any  Danger  that  the  Swedes  are  in  from  the  pre- 
fent Power  of  the  Ruffians,  it  leems  to  be  much  magnified  by 
thofe  who  would  be  thought  to  apprehend  it,  fince  it  is  very 
evident,  that  the  Ruffians  are  more  concerned  to  improve  what 
they  have,  than  to  acquire  new  Countries.  Befides,  the  very 
Lodes  of  the  Swedes  on  the  Side  of  Rujfia,  have  been*  attend- 
ed with  fbme  Advantages  elfewhere.  In  the  firft  Place  they  have 
left  no  Room  for  Difputes  between  them  and  the  Poles  j  they 
have  gained  the  King  of  Prujfia  a  new  Intereft,  fo  that  it  is 
highly  probable  he  will  rather  contribute  to  preferve  the  Swedijb 
Dominions  in  Germany >,  than  endeavour  to  get  them  into  his 
own  Hands,  as  having  more  to  hope  from  the  Friendfhip  of  the 
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Swedes,  than  from  the  fmall  Acceffion  of  Strength  which  would 
accrue  to  him,  by  getting  what  they  ftill  have  in  Pomerania 
added  to  his  Territories.  It  is  the  fame  thins  in  refpefi  to  Den- 
mark ;  and  though  there  has  been  a  long  Hatred  between  the 
People  of  thofe  Kingdoms,  yet  they  now  begin  to  fee,  that  this 
has  rendered  them  both  unconfidered  ;  and  that  the  only  way 
for  them  to  be  refpected,  is  to  live  in  the  clofeft  and  ftricteft 
Friendfhip,  which  while  they  do,  no  Foreign  Power  will  be  able 
to  hurt,  or  inclined  probably  to  provoke  them. 

The  Swedes  have  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  had  a  very  clofe 
Connection  with  die  French,  grounded  chiefly  on  Treaties  of 
Subfidy,  and  a  fuppofed  Correfpondence  between  their  Interefts; 
4but  at  the  bottom  this  Union  has  been  of  the  higheft  Prejudice 
to  Sweden,  as  creating  much  larger  Expences  than  the  French 
£ubfidies  amount  to,  and  being  attended  with  many  other  and 
sthofe  too  great  Inconveniencies  ;  and  in  refpect  to  the  latter,  as 
the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  fo  much  declined,  and  her 
Views  fo  manifeftlv  altered  Hjjce  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent 
Century,  the  Sweats  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  her  on  that 
Account,  or  to  expect  from  France,  which  can  be  ufeful  in  no 
Conjuncture  but  this. 

Theik*  Obligations  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  but  more  efpe- 
cially  to  Great  Britain,  have  been  frequent  and  confiderable  ; 
fo  that  Experience,  as  well  as  general  Maxims  of  Policy,  will 
probably  incline  them  to  a  conftant  Cultivation  of  that  Friend- 
(hip  which  has  fo  long  fubfifted  with  thofe  Powers,  and  which 
will  be  always  neceflary,  confidering  the  great  Effects  their  Squa- 
drons are  capable  of  procuring  whenever  they  appear  in  the 
Baltic*. 

Thelntereft  which  Stveden  had  in  Germany  is  much  leflened, 
but  perhaps  it  is  ftill  as  ufeful,  and  of  as  great  Confequence  to 
the  Natbn  as  ever,  fince  they  yet  prefcrve  a  Seat  in  the  Diet  of 
Ratijbon,  are  highly  confidered  by  the  Proteftant  Powers  in  the 
Empire,  and  have,  or  may  have  for  their  faft  Friends  now,  thofe 
who  were  formerly  their  bittereft.  Enemies.  As  to  Spain,  Por- 
tugal* Italy*  and  other  did  ant  Countries,  though  their  Alliances 
may  be  honourable,  yet  they  can  hardly  be  very  ufeful  to  the 
Crown  of  Sweden,  unlefs  her  Commerce  were  more  extenfive. 

On  the  whole  we  may  venture  to  aflert,  that  in  her  prefent 
Circumftances  •  Sweden  can  only  follow  one  of  thefe  three 
Courfes.  She  may,  if  fhe  pleafes,  attend  to  reftoring  the  inward 
Strength  of  her  People,  increafing  their  Manufactures  and  en- 
larging their  Trade,  in  which  cafe  fhe  rauft  ftudy  to  preferve 
Peace  with  her  Neighbours,  which  may  be  eafily  effected  j  and 
will  perhaps  prove  the  fafeft,  fureft,  and  fpeedieft  Way  of  re- 
pairing 
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pairing  her  Lofles,  and  reftoringher  Credit,  without  being  obliged 
to  Frame,  or  any  other  Nation  for  Subiidies,  which  have  always 
produced  Factions  and  Divifions  in  that,  and  indeed  all  other 
Countries. 

She  may  attach  herfelf  to  Ruffia  in  fupport  of  the  Jntereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hvjftein,  and  in  that  cafe  (he  will  perhaps  be  able 
to  extend  her  Trade  through  that  Empire  to  Perfia  ;  and  may 
likewise  reap  other  Advantages  from  her  Afljfiance,  if  any  Change 
Jhould  happen  in  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  the  Powers  of 
Evrepe.  ■ 

Or,  laftly,  (he  may  throw  her  Weight  into  the  oppofite  Scale, 
and  in  Conjunction  with  Denmark*  Pruffia,  France,  and  .perhaps 
Poland*  eftabltfh  a  Ballance  of  Power  againft  Ruffia,  which  is  not 
impoffible  may  like  wife  be  attended  with  fome  Advantages,  But 
without  doubt,  the  firft  is  the  wifeft  Courfe  :  and  to  fay  the 
Truth,  if  all  the  Powers  of  the  North  were  united,  it  would 
not  only  prove  for  their  common  Benefit,  but  greater  Advantages 
would  likewife  refult  from  thence  to  every  State  in  particular, 
and  to  none  greater  than  to  Sweden,  Time  will  (hew  how  far 
thefe  Maxims  are  underftood  in  that  Country,  and  will,  I  dare 
fay,  abundantly  juftify  the  Reafon&blenefs  of  thefe  Conjectures 
as  to  the  futvre9  and  the  Impartiality  of  the  Account  we  have 
given  of  the  prefent  Interefls  of  this  Crown  and  Nation. 


CHAP.    V, 

The  Revolutions  that  have  happened  in  Denmark  ; 
the  modern  Hifory,  the  prefent  Conflitution,  poli- 
ticalInterefs%  and  particular  Views  of  that  Crown. 

AS  the  Kings  of  Sweden  afleft  to  ftile  themfelves  Kings  of 
the  Gotbs  and  Vandals,  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  thofe 
great  Nations  that  were  once  fo  formidable  in  the  World,  fo  the 
Danljh  Monarch  might  aflume  the  Title'of  King  of  the  Cimbri- 
an*  and  Teutons,  the  former  of  which  had  almoft  overturned  the 
Roman  Commonwealth  when  in  the  Zenith  of  its  Power,  and 
the  latter  eft ab lifted  themfelves  in  Germany  and  GauL  After  the 
Irruption  of  thefe  Nations  the  Jutes  took  poffeflion  of  their  old 
Territories,  who  beftowed  their  Names  upon  that  Part  of  the 
Continent  which  remains  under  the  Power  of  the  Danijh  Kings, 
and  U  from  thence  ftiled  Jutland.  It  was  towards  the  Clofc  of 
the  tenth  Century,  that  thefe  People  became  Chriflians.  Swenon, 
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6r, .  as  we  call  him,  Swain  King  of  Denmark,  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  a  great  Part  of  England,  and  left  a  very  extenfive  Mo- 
narchy to  his  Son  Canute*  or,  as  the />*»*;  call  nim,  Knute,fir~ 
named  the  Great.  His  Son  Harold,  who  from  his  extraordinary 
Swiftnefs  had  the  Sirname  of  Hare-foot,  was  King  of  England* 
but  by  an  Error  very  common  aihongft  Northern  Nations,  the 
Danes  loft  their  Dominions  by  dividing  them.  JPaldemar  the 
Firft,  who  was  crowned  Anno  Dom.  1 137,  took  the  Title  of 
King  of  the  Vandals,  and  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  greatcft 
Part  of  Pomerania.  His  Son  Canutus  VI.  conquered  Livonia* 
and  introduced  the  Chriftian  Religion  there.  He  was  fucceeded 
by  his  Son  Waldemar  the  Second,  who  conquered  a  great  Pare 
of  the  Lower  Germany \  but  held  it  not  long  j  for  the  Inhabitants 
of  Pomerania  and  Meckbnburgb  revolted  ;  the  People  of  Holftein 
eleftcd  a  Prince  of  their  own  ;  and  the  Teutonic  Knights  made 
themfelves  M afters  of  EJlbonia  and  Livonia  5  after  which,  the 
Power  of  this  Kingdom  was  in  a  great  meafure  broken,  as  well 
by  civil  Wars  among  themfelves,  as  by  the  Advantages  gained 
over  them  by  their  warlike  and  potent  Neighbours. 

But  notwithftanding  this  Reverie  of  Fortune,  it  once  more 
recovered  its  former  Grandeur,  and  this  by  the  Abilities  of  a 
Woman,  who  from  the  Power  attained  by  her  Wifdom  has 
been  juftly  ftiled  the  S emir  amis  of  the  North.  Her  Name  was 
Margaret,  and  her  Son  Olaus  VI.  King  of  Denmark,  and  Heir 
Apparent  to  Sweden,  dying  without  Ifliie,  (he  fucceeded  him  in 
the  Pofleffion  of  one  Kingdom,  and  in  his  Pretenfions  to  the 
other.  It  is  true,  that  (he  was  oppofed  by  Albert,  who  took  the 
Title  of  King  of  Sweden ;  but  having  defeated  him,  and  made 
himPrifoner,  (he  was  compelled  the  Swedesio acknowledge  her  for 
their  Queen.  This  great  and  wife  Princefs,  Anno  Dom.  1395, 
afiembled  at  Calmar  the  States  of  Sweden,  Norway  and  Denmark, 
and  there  perfuaded  by  her  eloquent  Harangues,  they  framed  and 
fettled  that  Conftitution  which  has  been  fince  ftiled  the  Union 
of  Calmar.  It  confided  of  three  principal  Articles  r  Firft, 
That  thefe  three  Kingdoms  (houlcf  for  the  future  conftitute  one 
ele&ive  Monarchy,  and  upon  the  Demife  of  the  reigning  Prince 
the  Succeflor  was  to  be  chofen  by  the  equal  Suffrages  of  all  three 
Nations ;  the  Second,  That  each  Kingdom  fhould  be  governed 
by  its  own  Laws,  defended  by  its  own,  Troops,  by  whom  all  the 

Erincipal  FortrcfTes  were  to  be  garrifohed,  and  no  Stranger  to 
e  preferred  to  a  civil  or  military  Employment  from  any  Motive, 
or  upon  any  Pretence  whatever ;  the  Third,  That  the  Gene- 
ral Diet,  compofed  of  the  States  of  all  the  three  Kingdoms, 
ftould  be  held  for  the  future  at  Helm/iadt,  in  the  Province  of 
Hallani.    This  Conflitution,  which  was  intended  to  unite  in- 
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feparably  the  Tnterefls  of  the  Northern  Crowns,  prpved  (Co  un- 
certain  a.  thing  is  human  Policy)  the  Caufe  of  greater  Diflention, 
and  in  confequence  of  that,  of  more  cruel  and  bloody  W«rs  than 
even  thofe  which  from  a  Spirit  of  Conqueft  had  been  excited  in 
former  Ages. 

Thefe  Tailed  for  about  two  hundred  Years;  when  the  Danes 
having  eleded  Chriftiern  I.  Count  of  Oldenbourg,  he  was  alfo 
through  the  Intrigues  of  the  then  Archbifhop  of  Upfal,  ele&ed 
King  of  Sweden,  by  which  the  Union  of  Calmar  was  revived  ; 
but  it  was  not  long  before  the  Swedes  threw  off  the  Danijh  Yoke 
again  ;  and  this  Prince  dying,  left  his  Dominions  and  his  Pre* 
tcnfibns  to  his  Son  John,  who  after  a  troublefome  Reign  of 
thirty-two  Years,  in  which  he  was  never  able  to  reduce  the 
Swedes,  deceafed  April  12th,  1513.  He  was  fiicceeded  by  his  Son 
Chriftiern  II.  who  for  his  Luxury,  Cruelty  i  and  other  abomina- 
ble Vices,  was  juftlv  ftiled  the  Nero  of  the  North.  He  vindicated 
the  Claim  of  his  Family  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  with  great 
Warmth,  and  at  length,  partly  by  Force,  and  partly  by  Fa- 
vour, actually  obtained  the  Poueffion  of  that  Kingdom,  and  oh 
the  lit  of  November,  1520,  was  folemnly  crowned  at  Stockholm., 
In  order  to  fecure  himfelf  from  all  future  Rebellions,  he  took 
Advantage  of  that  Solemnity,  and  caufed  the  whole  Nobility 
of  Sweden  to  be  mafiacred  at  once.  This  rendered  him  fo  ge- 
nerally hated  by  the  Swedes,  that  it  was  not  long  before  they 
forced  him  to  retire  out  of  their  Country.  Upon  his  Return  to 
Denmark,  his  Debauchery,  his  Oppreflion,  and  his  blood^thirfty 
Difpofition,  excited  fuch  an  univerfal  Abhorrence,  that.feveral 
Provinces,  and  more  efpecially  Jutland,  which  was  the  moft 
confiderable  in  his  Dominions,  revolted,  and  at  length  the  States 
unanimoufly  refolved  to  depofe  this  tyrannical  Prince  as  an  Ene- 
my to  Mankind. 

The  prefent  Royal  Family  of  Denmark  was  raifed  to  that 
Dignity  in  the  Year  1523,  by  the  free  Choice  of  the  People, 
when  they  drove  out  their  King  *  Chriftiern  II.  before  men- 
tioned, and  placed  Frederick  Duke  of  Holftein,  his  Uncle,  on  the 
Throne  of  Denmark,  who  by  confirming  the  great  Privileges  of 
the  Nobility  and  Clergy,  maintained  himfelf  in  Pofleffion  of  the 
Kingdom  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  which  happened  after  a 
Reign  often  Years,  and  left  the  Crown  to  his  Son  Chriftiern  III. 
in  whofe  Time  the  Reformation  took  place,  and  the  Lutheran 
Religion  was  eftablilhed  by  Law  in  this  Country.  Frederick  II. 
fucceeded  his  Father  in  1558,  and  was  engaged  in  a  long  War 

*  The  Danes  write  this  Name  CbriJIiern,  but  other  Nations  ofiially 
wiitcit  Chriftian. 
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with  Sweden,  which  ended  however  in  1570,  by  a  Peace  con* 
ctuded  under  the  Mediation  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  Kings  of 
Frane&and  Poland;  he  died  in  1588,  when  his  Son  Cbrijlicrn  IV. 
attended  the  Throne.  This  Monarch  governed  much  longer 
than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  and  in  Times  full  of  Calamity  and 
Trouble.  He  firtt  engaged  himfelf  in  the  Wars  of  Germany 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Avjhria ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  Reign 
he  broke  with  the  Swedes,  but  was  very  unfortunate  in  that  War, 
which  was  terminated  by  a  Peace  made  in  1645,  whereby  the 
Danes  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  Province  of  Holland  to  the 
Swedes  for  thirty  Years,  and  were  alfo  conftrained  to  abate  the 
Toil,  which  the  Dutch  paid  for  pafling  the  Sound,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Afliftance  furniflied  them  by  the  Republick ;  after 
which  unlucky  Difpute  the  King  governed  in  Peace  till  the  Year 
1649,  *n  w^ich  he  Axcafed. 

Frederick  111,  was  engaged  by  the  Dutch  to  break  with  the 
Swedes  in  1657,  which  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  him,  as 
has  been  already  (hewn  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  Guftavus  of 
Sweden,  who  beiicgcd  Copenhagen  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
powerful  Interpofition  of  the  Dutch,  had  very  probably  taken  the 
City,  which  he  reduced  to  great  Extremities.  At  this  Jqn&ure 
however  it  was,  that  the  King,  who  notwith (landing  his  Misfor- 
tunes, was  certainly  as  wife  and  brave  a  Prince  as  any  of  his 
'«  Time,  found  Means  to  change  the  Confiitution  of  Denmark, 
and  from  one  of  the  molt  limited  and  precarious,  made  it  the 
moft  abfolute  Sovereignty  in  Europe.  According  to  their  old 
Form  of  Government,  the  whole  Power  of  the  Nation  was  lodged 
in  the  Gentry  or  Nobility,  For  between  thefe,  there  was  in  thofe 
Times  no  Diftihflion.  Every  Gentleman  was  a  kind  of  Prince 
in  his  own  Eftate,  and  the  Farmers  and  Countrymen  were  very 
little  better  than  Slaves.  They  fent,  however,  their  Reprefen- 
tatives  to  the  General  Diet,  where  they  had  fcarcc  any  thing 
more  to  do  than  to  give  their  Confent  to  Taxes,  by  which  they 
were  opprcflcd  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  theymight  be  juflly  efteem- 
.  ed  the  moft  wretched  People  upon  Earth. 

The  Nobility  formed  a  difiinft  Body  in  the  States  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  without  their  Advice  the  King  could  do  nothing 
of  Importance  ;  fo  that  in  Time  of  Peace  he  was  very  little  bet- 
ter than  Piciident  of  the  Council,  and  in  Time  of  War  no  more 
than  General  of  the  Army.  The  Succefiion  of  the  Crown  too 
was  very  precarious  ;  for  though  the  Son  fucceeded  the  Father, 
yet  it  was  by  the  Confent  of  the  Nobility,  the  Monarchy  was 
ftrictly  fpeaking  elective,  tho'in  Appearance  hereditary.  It  is  not 
at  all  wonderful  that  a  King  fliould  be  extreamely  uncafy  in  fuch 
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Circumftances,  or  that  he  fhould  defire  to  fix  himfelf  and  his 
Family  in  an  caficr  Situation ;  but  it  is  truly  amazing,  that 
after  lofing  a  great  part  of  his  Dominions,  and  under  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  greateft  Diftrefs,  a  King  fliould  be  able  to  do  this 
without  any  Foreign  Force,  without  Sloodflied^  and  in  lefs,than 
a  Week's  Time ;  which  however  was  what  this  Prince  project- 
ed, and  happily  atchieved,  As  this  is  by  far  the  molt  remarkable 
Event  in  the  whole  Compafs  of  the  Danijh  Hiftory,  it  is  necef- 
fary  it  fliould  be  confidered  more  particularly. 

In  the  Year  1660,  immediately  after  Peace  was  reftored, 
when  the  Nation  was  almoft  undone  bv  the  Misfortunes  at- 
tending a  tedious  and  bloody  War,  a  Diet  of  the  States  was 
called  to  confider  of  the  proper  Means  for  re-eftablifhing 
Affairs,  and  enabling  the  People  to  recover  their  Lofles.  The 
Means  of  doing  this  was  far  enough  from  being  facile,  and 
the  King  forefaw  there  would  be  Difputes  upon  the  Subjed 
in  the  Diet ;  he  therefore  took  care  to  have  it  iniinuated  to 
fome  of  the .  Clergy,  and  to  the  Prefldent  of  Copenhagen, 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  that  the  Thing  might  be  well 
enough  brought  about,  if  every  body  would  do  their  Part, 
as  they  had  feen  the  King  do  in  the  Time  of  the  Siege.  The 
Commons  therefore  by  their  Speaker  laid  before  the  Nobility 
the  wretched  Condition  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Impoffibility 
there  was  of  finding  Money  even  for  neceflary  Expences,  if  they 
did  not  confent  to  bear  their  Proportion  of  them,  which  was 
fo  much  the  more  reafonable,  as  they  were  thfe  great 
Gainers. 

The  Nobility,  who  were  v^ry  numerous,  and  not  all  ap- 
prized of  the  Intrigue,  dealt  with  the  Commons  very  roundly  ; 
they  told  them  that  it  was  very  high  Prefumption  to  enquire 
into  their  Privileges,  and  that  it  mewed  great  Ignorance  of 
their  own  Condition ;  for  their  Vaflals  they  were,  and  their 
Vaflils  they  fliould  remain.  The  Speaker  of  the  Commons 
then  rofe  up,  and  told  the  Lords,  that  fince  they  would  do  no- 
thing towards  preferving  their  Privileges,  they  were  unworthy 
to  enjoy  them  ;  that  thejr  Anfwer  to  the  reafonable  Requeft  of 
the  Commons,  was  equally  infolent  and  cruel  ;  and  that  though 
they  could  not  make  themfelves  noble,  the  Nobility  fhould  find 
to  their  Coft,  they  could  bring  the  Weight  of  Subje&ion  to 
fall  as  heavy  upon  other  People  as  hitherto  it  had  lain  upon 
themfelves. 

After  faying  this,  he  went  out,  followed  by  the  Commons 
pnd  Clergy  to  a  Man,  retiring  to  a  Hall  in  the  City  which 
had  been  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  where  they  came  to  a  quick 
Refolution  of  devolving  their  own  Authority  upon  the  King. 
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They  went  accordingly  to  Court,  and  demanded  an  Audience 
of  his  Majefty,  to  which  they  were  immediately  admitted  ;  a 
Btfhop  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  having  fet  forth  that 
the  prefcnt  Conftitution  did  not  in  their  Opinions  anfwer  the 
End  of  Government,  they  were  therefore  refolved  to  make  the 
Crown  hereditary  in  his  Majefty's  Family,  and  leave  the  Ad- 
miniftration  entirely  in  his  Hands,  becaufe  they  were  fenfible 
he  h^d  done  all  that  was  in  his  Power  for  the  Good  of  his 
People  ;  and  would  have  done  much  more,  if  more  had  been 
in  his  Power.  The  King  thanked  them  for  their  good  Inten- 
tions, but  at  the  fame  time  told  them,  that  the  Confent  of  the 
Nobility  was  neceffary  to  render  that  effedual  which  they  had 
propofed.  At  the  fame  time,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  the 
City  from  any  Diforders  that  might  arife  from  this  Ferment  in 
the  Diet,  he  ordered  the  Gates  to  be  (hut,  and  having  the  Army 
entirely  in  his  Power,  pofted  Guards  wherever  he  judged  it 
neceffary,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  body  to  go  out  of 
Copenhagen  but  by  his  Leave,  which  brought  Things  to  a  (peed/ 
Conclusion. 

The  Nobility  quickly  difcerned  the  Error  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty;  but  oifcerned  it  too  late,  as  producing  no 
other  Fruit  than  the  knowing  that  it  was  irreparable.  They 
fent  and  offered ^he  King  to  entail  the  Crown  upon  his  Heirs 
Male,  and  to  increafe  his  Power  confiderably ;  but  the  King 
gave  them  to.  underftand  rhat  this  would  not  anfwer  the  Pur- 

Pofe,  and  confequently  would  never  content  the  Clergy  and 
eople.  After  this  fruitlefs,  and  difhonotirable  Struggle,  the  No- 
bles found  themfelves  obliged  to  comply;  and  three  Days  after, 
the  King,  the  Queen,  and  Royal  Family,  appeared  on  a  Kind 
of  Theatre  ere&ed  for  that  Purpofe;  and  being  fcated  in  Chairs 
of  State  under  rich  Velvet  Canopies,  received  the  Homage  of 
all  the  Senators,  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Commons,  in  the 
Sight  of  the  Army.  And  thus  the  Gentry  of  Denmark*  in  the 
Face  of  their  Countjy,  divefted  themfelves  of  Right  as  well  as 
Power,  and  made  a  formal  Surrender  of  their" Liberties  to 
the  Crown.  The  King  governed  after  this  with  great  Wifdom 
and  Prudence,  ten  Years,  and  died  univerfally  beloved  by  his 
Subjects,  whofe  Affections  he  gained  by  many  Afls  of  Libera- 
lity, and  by  taking  Care  that  Juftice  (hould  ie  duly  and  fpeedily 
adminiftered. 

Hi  Son  Chrtftiern  V.  fucceeded  in  1670,  and  having  put 
his  Affairs  into  very  good  Order,  and  made  fevcral  powerful 
Alliances,  he  refolved  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  re- 
cover Part  of  what  his  Predeceffors  had  loft  to  the  Swede** 
But  that  he  might   be  in  a  better  Condition  to  do  this,  ho 
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idblved  to  make  himfelf  Matter,  firft,  of  the  Perfon  of  the  Duke 
of  Hdfteiny  in  which  he  fucceeded,  but  with  very  little  Advan- 
tage to  his  Reputation;  for  the  Dul^e  fufpe&ing  nothing,  in. 
1675  came  to  Renjhourg  to  vifit  him,  and  was  there  feizcd  and 
put  under  a  Guard,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  confented  to  relinquilh 
ihe  Advantages  he  had  gained  by  the  Treaty  of  Ro/cbild;  after 
which  die  King  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Tonningen*  the  ftrongeft 
Place  in  bis  Dominions,  and  purfuing  his  Advantage  likcwife 
reduced  JFifinar. 

He  had  alfo  fome  Succefe  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next 
Year,  but  his  good  Fortune  did  not  continue  long;  for  be- 
ing defeated  by  the  Swedes*  in  the  famous  Battle  of  Lunden* 
he  was  from  that  time  never  able  to  do  much  againft  them  by 
Land,  though  by  Sea  he  was  fortunate,  but  at  lad  made  Peace 
with  that  Crown  upon  equal  Terms.  He  afterwards  employed 
his  Forces  againft  the  City  of  Hamburgh,  upon  which  the 
Kings  of  Denmark  always  had  Pretentions,  which  twice  in  his 
Reign  he  made  turn  to  good  Account.  In  the  Year  1694,  on 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Holjlein-Gottorp*  his  Danifh  Ma- 
jefty  formed  new  Claims  upon  that  Family,  which  were  for 
fome  time  adjufted  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Emperor,  and  - 
the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  <  Sweden ;  that  is  to  fay, 
William  III.  and  Charles  XL  whofe  Sifter  the  Duke  of  Hoi- 
ftein  had  efpoufed.  But  in  the  laft  Years  of  his  Life  thefe  Di- 
fturbances  broke  out  again,  and  Things  were  on  the  Point  ofv 
coming  to  a  Rupture,  when  the  King  died  in  the  Month  of 
September  1699. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Frederick  IV.  a&ed  precifely  on  his 
Father's  Principles,  and  refolved  to  compel  the  Dukes  of 
Holfttin  to  remain  dependent  on  the  Kings  of  Denmark  for  the 
future;  in  order  to  which,  he  over-run  that  Country,  and 
undertook  the  Siege  of  Tonningen*  which  gave  occafion  to  that 
long  War  in  the  North  at  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Cen- 
tury, of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid  in  the  former  Article. 
The  Englijh  and  Dutch*  as  Guarantees  of  the  late  Peace,  fent 
a  powerful  Fleet  into  the  Baltick*  and  the  King  of  Sweden  at 
the  fame  time  befieged  Copenhagen*  (o  that  the  Danes  were 
obliged  to  conclude  the  famous  Treaty  of  Travendahl*  on  the 
18th  of  Auguft  1700.  It  was  ftipulated  in  this  Treaty,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Holftein  fliould  for  the  future  enjoy  the  fame 
Rights  with  other  Sovereigns  ;  that  the  Duke  fliould  be  at  liber- 
ty to  raife  Troops  and  build  Forts  in  his  own  Dominions, 
provided  they  were  two  Miles  diftant  from  any  Fortrefs  be- 
longing to  the  Danes*  and  at  leaft  a  Mile  from  their  Frontiers. 
It  was.  likewise  agreed,  that  the  Crown  of  Denmark  fhould  pay 
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the  Duke  of  Holftein  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  Crowns, 
and  that  the  Chapter  of  Lubec  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  eleit  a 
Prince  of  Holftein  for  their  Bifhop. 

It  was  hoped  by  the  Maritime  Powers  that  this  Peace  would 
have  been  lading,  and  that  no  farther  Debates  could  arife,  but 
the  very  next  Year  however  produced  a  new  Difpute  :  Part  of 
the  Chapter  of  Lubec  having  elected  the  Brother  of  the  Duke  of 
Holftein)  and  Part  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  Coadjutor  and  Suc- 
ceffor  to  their  then  Bifhop.  In  1705  the  Bifhop  died,  and  then 
the  Debate  ran  fo  high ',  that  the  Maritime  Powers  were  forced 
again  to  interpofe,  not  indeed  by  force  of  Arms,  but  by  Dint 
of  Money ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
Prince  of  Holftein  fhould  remain  Bifhop  of  Lubec,  and  that  the 
Prince  of  Denmark  fhould  receive  from  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  a  Penfion  by  way  of  an  Equivalent.  In  1708  the  King 
of  Denmark  made  the  Tour  of  Italy,  and  the  next  Year  he  at- 
tacked the  Swedes,  by  whom  he  was  roughly  handled  in  Scbonen  ; 
but  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  he  had  better  Succefs  by  Sea. 
In  17x1,  in  Conjun&ion  with  the  King  of  Poland,  he  fell  into 
the  Swedijh  Pomerania,  where  he  took  Domgarten,  but  failed  in 
two  other  Enterprizes  the  fame  Year. 

In  17 1 2  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Town  of  Stade  and 
the  Duchy  of  Bremen,  \  but  the  fame  Year  his  Army  was 
beaten  by  the  Swedes,  who  afterwards  burnt  the  fine  Town  of 
Altena  to  the  Ground.  In  1714  and  171 5,  he  had  great  Suc- 
cefs againft  the  Swedes  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  and  in  1716, 
he  drove  them  entirely  out  of  the  Places  they  had  conquered 
in  Norway,  and  in  Conjunction  with  the  Prujfians  reduced 
Wifmari  after  which  he  did  not  pufh  the  War  with  the  fame 
Vigour  for  many  Reafons,  but  chiefly  becaufe  he  faw  that 
bis  Succefs  would  be  lefs  advantageous  to  himfelf  than  to  his 
Allies.  This  made  him  the  more  inclinable  to  Peace,  which 
was  concluded  under  the  Mediation  of  George  I.  King  of  Great 
Britain,  in  1720. 

*  By  this  Treaty  his  Danijb  Majefty  obtained  all  that  he  could 
feafonably  exped,  and  which  to  him  was  a  Matter  of  great 
Confequence,  he  procured  the  Guarantee  of  the  King  of 
Franci  for  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Duchy  of  Slefwick,  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  renewed  his,  which  had  been  given 
before.  After  the  Conclufion  of  this  Peace,  the  King  pafled 
his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Quiet,  and  met  with  only  one  Acci- 
dent to  difturb  him,  the  Burning  of  his  Capital,  which 
happened  in  1728  ;  but  it  has  been  rebuilt  with  great  Mag- 
nificence fmce.  This  Monarch  was  in  himfelf  inclined  to 
promote  the  Welfare  and  Trade  of  his  Subjcds,  and  willing 
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to  promote  every  thing  that  might  contribute  to  their  Beoefit ; 
but  towards  the  End  of  his  Life,  it  was  thought  he  liftened  too 
much  to  Projectors,  who  induced  him  to  enter  upon  Scheme* 
which  were  not  always  attended  with  the  Confequences  he 
expe&ed  from  them.  He  died  however  greatly  regretted  on  th$ 
fecond  of  Qftober  17  30,  when  he  had  attained  the  Age  of  fixty 
compleat. 

His  Son,  the  late  King  Chriftiern  VI.  afcended  the  Throve 
of  his  Anceftors  %with  univerfal  Reputation.  He  had  in  his  Fa- 
ther's Life- time  been  very  attentive  to  the  Concerns  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  and  had  been  in  a  great  meafure  the 
Support  of  it ;  which  induced  the  People  to  hope  that  a  par- 
ticular Regard  for  Trade  would  be  the  principal  View  of  hi* 
Reign  j  and  fo  indeed  it  proved.  At  his  very  Acceffion  to  the 
Government  he  made  many  Changes,  but  all  of  them  Aid} 
as  gave  great  Satisfaction  to  h\\  Subjects,  who  were  partial- 
larly  pleafed  with  his  abolifhing  a  Farm  that  had  been  eftabliflied 
in  his  Father's  Time,  for  the  fole  vending  Wine,  Brandy,  Salt, 
and  Tobacco,  which  was  very  burtbenfome  to  the  Subjects, 
however  advantageous  to  the  Prince.  Such  as  were  intereiled 
in  the  Farm  offered  to  advance  larger  Sums,  if  it  might  be  con* 
tinued ;  but  the  King  anfwered,  It  brought  in  tci  much,  fine* 
kis  Subjefis  complained  of  the  Exa&ions  which  it  occajkned.  A 
Sentence  worthy  of  perpetual  Memory  and  Admiration ! 

This  was  not  an  A&  done  haftily,  and  in  the  Honey-moon 
of  his  Government ;  but  his  whole  Administration  was  of  a 
Piece,  fo  that  he  became  juftly  reputed  one  of  the  wifeft 
Crowned  Heads  in  Europe.  In  1 732  he  acceded  to  the  Treaty 
between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Petersburg^  by  which  he 
obtained  their  Guarantee  for  his  own,  and  became  himfelf 
Guarantee  for  their  Dominions,  and  of  the  Pragroatick  SancT 
tion.  In  virtue  of  a  feparate  Article  of  this  Treaty,  the  King 
obliged  himfelf  to  pay  the  Duke  of  Holftein  a  Million  of  Rix- 
dollars,  provided  he  renounced  his  Pretenfions  on  the  Duchy  of 
Skfwici.  It  was  in  confequence  of  this  Treaty,  that  in  the 
Year  1734  he  marched  fix  thoufand  Men  for  the  Emperor'p 
Service,  in  the  War  that  happened  on  account  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown  of  Poland.  In  J736  he  terminated  the  old  Difpute 
between  the.  Crown  of  Denmark  and  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  an4 ' 
thereby  obtained  half  a  Million  of  Marks  of  Silver  from  that 
City,  as  well  as  fome  other  Conceffions  which  were  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  Subjects.  He  foon  after  erected  a  CouociJ 
rf  Trade,  whefe  Bufinefs  is  to  examine  all  Propofals  made 
for  extending  it,  in  order  to  give  fuch  Encouragement  as 
may    be   neceflary   for  carrying  them  into  Execution*    He 
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likewMe  fent  for  Workmen  out  of  Holland  and  other  Countries 
at  his  own  Expence,  to  eftablifh  Manufactures  in  Denmark, 
and  took  every  other  Step  for  their  Encouragement  that  his 
People  could  defire  or  exped.  Amongft  others  he  erected  a 
JRoyal  Bank,  which  has  been  attended  with  many  advanta- 
geous Confequences ;  was  always  careful  to  keep  his  Fleet  and 
Army  in  a  proper  Condition  to  render  htm  refpe&ed  by  his 
Neighbours ;  and  to  prevent  the  Expence  occafioned  thereby 
from  becoming  J>urthenfome  to  his  People,  he  concluded  from 
time  to  time  Treaties  of  Subfidy  with  Foreign  Powers,  which 
brought  in  large  Sums  without  expofing*  him  to  the  Neceflity 
of  taking  any  Share  in  any  of  the  Quarrels,  either  in  the  North 
or  in  Germany. 

Yet  this  prudent  and  pacifick  Conduct  never  hindered  him 
from  making  Ufe  of  vigorous  Meafures  when  they  appear* 
ed  really  neceflary,  as  was  evident  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Steinbor/l)  when  he  differed  with  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover  >  and  in  that  of  the  IJeland  FHhery,  which  occafioned 
a  Quarrel  with  the  Dutch  \  in  both  which  Instances  he  be- 
haved yrith  fo  much  Firmnefs  as  to  carry  his  Point,  and  that 
too  without  entering  into  a  War.  It  was  folcly  from  the 
great  Reputation  he  had  acquired  by  his  wife  and  upright  Ad- 
miniftration,  that  induced  the  Sxve&Jh  Nation  to  caft  their  Eyes 
upon  his  Son,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Denmark,  when  they 
were  about  to  chufe  a  Succeflbr  to  their  late  King;  and 
though  he  did  not  prevail  in  that  Point,  yet  he  carried  it 
much  farther  than  could  be  well,  expected,  and  extricated  him- 
felf  at  laft  from  the  Difficulties  into  which  it  brought  him,  with 
Honour. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  late  War  he  was  very  ftrongly  folli- 
cited  to  take  part  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  her  Allies, 
but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  break  through  that  Neu- 
trality, which  appeared  to  be  fo  beneficial  to  his  Subjects.  He 
found  himfelf  moft  of  all  embarafled  by  the  Pretentions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Holftein,  which  having  now  the  Countenance  and 
Support  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  he  had  great  Rcafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  even  the  powerful  Guarantees  he  had  procured, 
might  prove  ineffectual  for  his  Support.  In  this  Situation  he 
acted  with  fuch  Prudence  and  Circumfpedion,  and  (hewed  fo 

¥eat  a  Difpofition  to  compromife  Matters  upon  moderate 
ertns,  difcovering  at  the  fame  time  by  the  Armaments  made 
upon  the  Occafion  juft  mentioned,  that  he  was  in  a  Condition, 
in  cafe  he  was  attacked,  to  defend  himfelf;  that  after  all  he 
procured  his  Peace  with  Ruffia  to  be  prolonged,  without 
entering  into  the  Difcuffions  of  the  Points  in'jDcbate  with 
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the  Houfe  of  Holfitbt ;  and  thereby  gave  a  Lefibfl  to  his  Son, 
who  has  renewed  that  Treaty  very  lately.  In  fine,  during 
the  Courfe  of  fifteen  Years  that  he  reigned,  he  never  fell  inter 
one  falfe  Step  againft  the  Intereftt  of  his  Crown,  or  to  the 
Prejudice  of  his  Subje£b  j  fo  that  as  no  Prince  of  bis  Time 
was  more  beloved  or  better  obeyed  while  living,  hardly  any 
at  their  Death  have  been  more  fincerely  or  univerfally  la- 
mented. 

His  Son  Frederick  V.  the  prefent  Pofleffor  of  the  Throne, 
focceeded  to  it  July  26,  1746,  in  the  twenty-third  Year  of 
his  Age  j  he  efpoufed  about  three  Years  before,  the  PrinceJs 
Louifa  of  Gnat  Britain,  by  whom  he  has  an  Heir  Apparent, 
bom  January  18,  1749.  Upon  his  firft  talcing  the  Reins  of 
Government  into  his  Hands,  he  thought  fit  to  make  a  few 
Alterations  very  judicious  in  themfelves,  and  acceptable  to  his 
Subje&s.  He  has  fteadily  purfued  his  Father's  Maxims  in  main- 
taining Peace,  improving  the  Trade,  and  encouraging  the  In- 
duftry  of  his  Subjects;  his  Application  to  Bufinefs,  joined  to  a 
confunt  and  well-regulated  CEconomy,  has  enabled  him  not 
only  to  live  within  the  Bounds  of  his  Revenue,  but  to  make 
veiy  confiderable  Savings.  In  this  however,  he  has  conduced 
himfelf  as  a  wife  and  good  Prince,  or  rather  in  fuch  a  Manner 
as  to  become  a  Model  to  thofe  of  his  own  Rank,  who  generouf- 
ly  afpire  to  fo  noble  a  Chara&er ;  for  he  has  demonftrated  that 
this  did  not  arife  from  Avarice,  or  a  natural  Nearnefs  of  Tem- 
per, but  from  a  noble  and  truly  royal  Principle  of  doing  what- 
ever might  contribute  to  the  Publick  Good*  For  ill  thofe  Pro- 
vinces of  his  Dominions  that  have  fuffered  inevitable  Calamff- 
ties,  fuch  as  the  Mortality  amongft  their  Cattle,  and  the  Incle- 
mency of'  Seafons,  he  has  remitted  even  his  juft  Rights.  He 
has  expended  very  confiderable  Sums  for  encouraging  and  pro- 
moting new  Manufa&ures,  and  he  has  difcharged  a  Targe  Debt 
which  was  due  from  the  Crown. 

This,  though  in  itfelf  \cry  extraordinary,  confidering  the 
Sum  and  the  fhort  Time  he  has  reigned,  has  been  attended  with 
aCircumftance  too  Angular  to  be  omitted,  even  in  this  fuc- 
6n€t  Recapitulation  of  Events;  in  which  we  pretend  not  to 

Eve  the  Hiftory,  but  a  few  hiftorical  Remarks  only  upon  the 
te  Reigns.  The  Creditors  of  the  Crown,  as  foon  as  they 
were  informed  of  his  Majefty's  Defign,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent it,  by  humbly  reprefenting  that  if  he  was  difpleafed  at 
the  Largenefs  of  their  Intereft,  they  were  content  to  accept 
of  Four  inftead  of  Five  per  Cent,  which  had  been  hitherto 
paid  them ;  but  his  Danijh  Majefty  anfwered,  that  having  the 
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Money  In  his  Coffers,  where  it  could  be  of  no  Service  to  the 
Publick,  he  chofe  to  difcharge  their  Obligations  $  but  that  he 
would  lake  it  as  a  Favour  done  to  himfeif,  if  they  would  lend 
the  Money  he  now  paid  them  at  a  low  Interaft  to  his  Subje£ts9 
which  might  enable  them  to  extend  their  Commerce,  and  im- 
prove the  new  Manufaflures. 

It  is  incredible  to  what  a  Degree  his  own  and  his  Father's 
peaceable  and  prudent  Adminiftration  have  contributed  to  the 
feenefit-of  the  Countries  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark  ; 
and  how  much  the  Face  of  Aflairs  is  changed  within  (bfhort  a 
Time*  New  Ports  have  been  opened,  which  has  been  owing 
to  the  opening  new  Channels  of  Trade ;  the  Shipping  of  the 
Danes  has  been  more  than  doubled,  and  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown  have  increafed  in  the  fame  Proportion  within  that  final! 
Space.  The  Court  is  fplcndtd  without  Profusion,  the  King 
rich  without  Oppreffion,  the  Minifters  attentive  to  the  Duties 
of  their  refpe&ive  Stations,  not  only  from  die  Example  of  their 
Mafter,  but  from  the  Senfe  they  have  that  a  contrary  Behaviour 
would  infallibly  draw  upon  them  immediate  Difgrace.  Adored 
at  home,  and  refpeded  abroad,  the  King  is  only  attentive  to 
preferve  and  promote  die  Happinefs  of  his  Subjeds,  in  which 
he  places  his  own. 

It  is  a  Pleafure  to  infift  upon  a  Subjeft  of  this  Nature,  and 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  the  Duty  of  a  Political  Writer,  to  (hew 
that  he  has  a  Pleafure  in  beftowing  juft  Praifes,  and  in  pay- 
ing where  Truth  direds  that  Tribute  of  Applaufe  which  is 
due  to  good  Princes,  from  all  who  have  Occafion  to  enquire 
into,  and  are  thence  enabled  to  become  acquainted  with  their 
Characters.  Befides,  it  ferves  to  illuftrate  that  great  and  lead- 
ing Maxim  in  Politicks,  that  where  the  adual  and  real  Interefts 
of  any  Government  are  the  fame,  that  is,  where  the  par* 
ticular  Views  of  the  Prince  coincide  with  the  Publick  Good, 
die  Progrefs  made  is  equally  fwift  and  great.  Yet  this  is 
a  Remark  that  is  commonly  left  to  diftant  Hiftorians,  from 
an  unaccountable,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  moft  unwarrantable 
Propensity,  to  commend  pail,  and  to  condemn  our  own  Times, 
whereas  we  ought  to  (hew  the  fame  Impartiality  with  refpe& 
to  both.  It  is  by  adhering  to  this  hontft  and  equitable 
Spirit  only,  that  an  Author  can  hope  to  render  any  Service 
to  his  Reader,  and  to  make  his  Writings  efteemed  ufeful 
rather  than  agreeable  Amufements  \  which,  how  much  foever 
they  may  entertain  for  a  Day,  from  the  Neatnefs  of  their 
'  Difpofidons,  the  Sprtghdinefs  of  their  Sentiments,  or  the  Ele- 
gacne  of  their  Language,  cannot  fail  of  finking  fpeedily  into 
Oblivion,  fince,  as  the  immortal  Mafter  of  the  Roman  Elo- ' 
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quence  lone  ago  obferved,  Opinion  is  *a  fleeting  Thing,  but 
Truth  and  Reality  fuufift  without  feeling  the  Effe&s  of  Age. 

The  Danes  have  been  formerly  efteemed  a  very  warlike  Na- 
tion, and  though  from  their  Misfortunes  in  their  Wars  with 
the  Swedes^  their  Power  is  much  diminifhed,  yet  the  Credit 
of  the  Danijb  Troops  is  ftill  very  good.  The  Forces  the 
King  keeps  up  are  very  well  paid  and  difciplined,  and  are 
numerous  enough  to  fecure  his  Dominions  againft  any  In- 
vafion,  more  efpecially  as  his  Fleet  is  in  excellent  Order,  and 
as  the  Danijh  Seamen  and  the  Norwegians  are  jutyy  reputed 
the  beft  in  the  North.  His  Revenue  amounts  to  between  two 
and  three  Millions  of  Rixdollars,  which  the  prefent  King  has 
fo  prudently  employed  as  to  have  always  Money  in  his  Coffers^ 
and  to  defray  all  the  Charges  of  Government,  without  load- 
ing his  People  with  extraordinary  Taxes,  fo  that  we  need  not 
wonder  he  is  univerfaliy  beloved.  The  Clergy,  though  they 
have  but  fmall  Livings,  are  as  much  confidercd  in  Denmark  as 
in  any  Country  in  the  World  ;  becaufe  fince  the  great  Change 
in  their  Government  beforememioned,  the  Tranquillity  of  the 
Nation  depends  very  much  upon  their  Influence  over  the  People, 
which  they  have  hitherto  conftantly  exerted  in  Favour  of  the 
Crown. 

The  Laws  of  this  Country  have  been  defervodly  in  Reputa- 
tion, as  lying  within  a  very  narrow  Compafs,  a  moderate  Quarto 
containing  them  all ;  and  the  Administration  of  Juftice  is  fo 
well  looked  after,  that  Suits  in  this  Country  are  but  few,  and 
thofe  very  fpeedily  determined.  The  King  makes  and  repeals 
Laws  as  to  him  appears  neceflary  for  the  Good  of  his  Subjects, 
but  the  Crown  has  always  ufed  this  Power  with  much  Mo- 
deration and  Difcretion:  fo  that  as  Denmark  may  be  truly 
faid  to  be  the  only  legally  abfolute  Government  in  Europe,  per- 
haps in  the  World,  the  People  have  had  lefs  Reafon  to  regret 
the  Change  made  by  themfelves  than  could  well  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  if  their  Monarchs  copy  after  the  Example  of  their 
prefent  King,  the  Danes  will  find  fewer  Evils  from  the  Want 
of  Liberty,  than  in  other  Nations  are  procured  by  the  Abufe 

What  has  been  alreadyTaid,  fufficicntly  explains  the  domef- 
tick  Interefts  of  this  Nation,  which  having  fuffered  extreajnly 
by  the  warlike  Temper  of  many  of  its  Princes,  as  well  as  by 
the  too  great  Power  of  the  potent  Families  of  their  Nobility 
in  former  Times,  mult  be  content  to  aim  at  repairing  their 
part  Miftalces  by  an  induftrious  and  frugal  Conduct  tor  the 
future.  Titles  were  not  formerly  in  ufe  here  any  more 
than  in  Sweden ;  but  of  late  thofe  of  Baron  and  Count  have 
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been  introduced,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  Families  have  been 
honoured  with  them  by  the  Crown. 

The'  Kingdom  of  Norway,  which  (Mil  remains  united  to 
that  of  Denmark,  is  of  great  Confequcnce  ;  and  under  the  lafl 
and  prefent  Reign  there  havS  been  great  Improvements  made 
in  its  Trade,  and  the  Inhabitants  have  been  ufed  with  more 
Indulgence  than*  formerly.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  in 
regard  to  Ifeland,  and  other  Iflands  belonging  to  the  Crown 
of  Denmark,  which  have  been  of  late  Years  put  in  all  Re- 
fpe£b  into  a  much  better  Condition  than  they  were ;  fo  that 
their  Commodities  come  to  a  better  Market,  their  Mataufadures 
are  in  a  much  more  flourifhing  Condition,  and  the  Number  of 
their  Inhabitants,  Townsi  and  Shipping,  is  continually  in- 
creafmg ;  whereby,  in  the  Space  of  another  Century,  if  no 
Wars  break  out,  or  uuforefeen  Confufions  hafppfen,  the  Danes 
will  become  quite  another  People,  and  their  Monarch  make  a 
greater  figure  than  they  have  done  for  fome  Ages  pfaft ;  which 
•will  probably  be  owing  to  the  Neccflity  they  muft  find  them- 
felves  under  of  living  upon  good  Terms  with  Sweden,  that  they 
may  not  be  in  any  Danger  from  the  Power  of  Rujfia  :  for  it  has 
ben  the  perpetual  Quarrels  between  the  ftctafc  and  Danes  that 
have  kept  both  Nations  low ;  as  the  Extindion  of  this  Humour 
would  infallibly  render  them  both  great,  or,  which  is  perhaps 
better,  fecure. 

In  refpedt  to  the  Empire,  Denmark  has  not  much  ekher  tor 
hope  or  to  fear ;  for  if  (he  can  but  preferve  the  peaceable  Poffef- 
feffion  of  Sbjivick,  it  will  be  a  fure  Barrier  to  her  Dominions  on 
the  Continent;  and  with  regard  to  her  Iflands,  as  the  Princes  of 
the  Empire  have  no  great  Maritime  Power,  fhecannot  be  much 
in  Danger  on  that  Side.  As  to  her  Difputes  with  the  Houfe  of 
Holftein,  they  can  be  only  dangerous  to  her  from  the  Support 
that  Family  may  receive  from  the  Intereft  it  has  at  prefent  in 
Ruffia,  which  though  atfirft  fight  it  may  appear  very  formida- 
ble, yet,  when  clofelv  examined,  the  Scene  will  be  much 
changed.  For  in  the  nrft  Place,  there  are  but  very  few  Powers 
in  Germany  that  would  be  pleafed  to  fee  the  Ruffians  in  that 
Country  ;  and  the  Powers  that  have  guaranteed  Slefwick  to  Den- 
mart,  would  not  fail  in  fuch  a  Cafe  for  their  own  Sa?es  to  in- 
terpofe.  Befides,  it  is  really  more  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe 
of  Holftein,  to  receive  a  good  Equivalent  for  its  Pretenfions 
to  that  Duchy,  than  to  enter  again  into  the  Pofleflion  of  it, 
unlefs  with  a  View  to  facilitate  the  Conqueft  of  Denmark, 
which  would  bring  on  them  all  the  Powers  of  the  North  at 
once. 
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The  Herefita^  Claim  which  the  Kings  of  Denmark  have 
upon  the  City  of  Hamburgh,  cannot  in  all  human  Probability 
ever  fvniih  them  with  the  Means  of  bringing  that  City 
wider  their  Power  ;  becaufe  all  its  Neighbours,  who  are  .much 
foperior  in  Force  to  the  Crown  of  Denmark,  are  in  Intereft 
concerned  to  preferve  it,  and  fi>  indeed  is  the  whole  Germa- ' 
mc  Body.  But  ft  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  future  Quarrels, 
like  the  paft,  may  enable  the  Crown  of  Denmark  to  draw  from 
time  to  time  confidence  Sums  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
rich  Cry  ;  though  after  all,  as  the  Trade  of  Denmark  increafes, 
die  true  Intereft  of  that  Kingdom  will  be  beft  promoted,  by 
entertaining  a  fair  Correfpondence  with  the  Hambvrgbers,  who, 
by  taking  Quantities  of  their  Indian  Goods,  will  render  them 
more  teal  Senrice  in  their  prefent  independent  State,  than  if 
(which  I  laid  before  is  very  improbable)  the  Donee  fhould  ever 
obtain  Power'cnough  to  bring  diem  into  Subjection.  Befides 
the  Grown  of  Denmark  will  always  find  it  requifite  to  live  upon 
good  Terms  with  their  German  Neighbours,  that  in  cafe  of  a 
War  either  with  Sweden  or  Ruffia,  {he  may  depend  upon  their 
Afiftance,  without  which  (he  will  fcarce  be  able  to  defend 
herfclfi. 

The  Interefts  of  Denmark  with  regard  to  Sweden,  are  very 
much  changed  from  what  they  were.  The  Danes  remem- 
bering their  ancient  Power  when  their  Kings  were  pofleffed  of 
the  whole  North,  have  very  often  attempted  to  re-conquer 
Sweden,  and  continued  thefe  Endeavours  fo  long  and  fo  unfuc- 
cefifully,  that,  without  the  Afliftance  of  her  Allies,  Denmark 
was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  conquered  in  her  Turn: 
In  thefe  Difputes  the  Danes  loft  fome  of  their  beft  and  moft 
fruitful  Provinces  to  the  Swedes,  which  was  a  new  Caufe  of 
Difcontenr,  and  in  reality,  produced  two  or  three  of  the  laft 
Wars,  which  however  favourable  the  Conjunctures  might  be 
when  they  were  undertaken,  yet  did  not  by  any  Means  prove 
fortunate  in  this  Refped,  the  Swedes  ftill  retaining  their  Domi- 
nions conquered  from  Denmark,  though  they  have  fuffered  fe- 
verely  eUewhere. 

At  prefent,  Things  have  quite  altered  their  Appearance,  and 
the  fudden  and  furprizing  Increafe  of  the  Ruffian  Power  has 
taught  the  Swedes  and  Danes  to  open  their  Eyes  a  little  to 
their  true  Interefts.  We  may  therefore  reafonably  expeft, 
that  for  the  future  thefe  Nations  will  be  better  Neighbours, 
and  inftead  of  aiming  at  the  Conqueft  one  of  the  other, 
will  make  it  their  Study,  by  living  in  a  clofe  Conjunction 
of  Interefts,  to  preferve  the  Independency  of  both,  which 
may    be   effeftually   done,  if   the  old  Rancour  between  the 
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two  Nations  can  be  but  thoroughly  extinguished.  This  feems 
to  be  in  a  great  meafure  done  already,  from  the  Influence 
which  his  late  Danijb  Majefty  {hewed  he  had  over  the  Com- 
mons of  Sweden,  who  were  almoft  unanimpufly  in  the  Intereft 
of  his  Son.  But  though  fuch  a  defenfive  Alliance  may  effec- 
tually anfwer  the  End  before  mentioned,  yet  there  feems  no 
Reafon  to  believe  that  the  Swedes  and  Danes  will  engage  in  an 
offcnfive  War  with  Ruffia,  or  that  they  would  have  any  great 
Succefs  therein,  if  they  {hould. 

As  to  the  Interefts  of  Denmark  with  refpe£t  to  that  potent 
Empire,  they  certainly  confift  either  in  maintaining  fo  ftriS 
■and  clofe  a  FriencHhip  therewith,  as  to  prevent  thereby  all 
Apprehenfions  of  Danger,  which  however  can  fcarce  this  Way 
be  done;  or  by  allying  herfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  have 
no  Reafon  to  fear  any  Attempts  from  Ruffia,  which  may  very 
cafily  be  done;  becaufe  it  is  very  natural  for  all  the  Neigh- 
bours of  a  fuperior  Power  to  unite  againft  her  for  their  own 
Security  ;  and  beiides,  if  it  {hould  at  any  time  fo  fall  out, 
that 'the  Ruffians  {hould  prove  too 'hard  tor  fitch  an  Alliance, 
the  Maritime  Powers  would  certainly  interpofe  to  preferve 
the  Ballance  in  the  North,  which  Ballance  fo  nearly  concerns 
them,  and  which  of  all  others,  by  exerting  only  their  natural 
Strength,  they  arc  moft  able  to  keep  even. 

It  is  for  this  Reafon  that  it  imports  Denmark  above  all  things 
to  maintain  her  Friendfliip  unimpaired  with  the  Maritime 
Powers,  who  are  both  of  them  her  natural  Alltes  :  His  Bri- 
tannick  Majefty  being  bound  in  both  Capacities,  I  mean  as 
KingandEle&or,  as  well  by  Intereft  as  by  Treaties,  to  fup- 
port  the  Danes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  have  been  al- 
ways faft  Friends  to  Denmark,  and  muft  be  fo  as  long  as  they 
continue  a  free  State ;  there  feems  no  room  therefore  to  doubt 
that  Denmark  will  conftantly  ufe  her  utmoft  Endeavours  to  cul- 
tivate a  good  Correfpondence  with  Nations  from  whom  the 
hath  fo  much  Good  to  expe£t,  and  from,  whom  it  is  not  proba- 
ble {he  can  ever  have  any  thing  to  fear. 

The  remote  Situation  of  Denmark  in  refpefl  to  the  Southern 
Parts  of  Europe,  has  hitherto  hindered  any  great  Communica- 
tion between  them ;  but  that  is  not  likely  to  continue  long  the 
Cafe,  fince  his  prefent  as  well  as  his  late  Danijh  Majefty 
is  intent  on  exerting  the  Commerce  of  his  Subje&s,  particularly 
into  the  Mediterranean  ;  with  which  View  he  hath  not  only 
obtained  various  Conceffions  from  the  Court  of  Vienna,  but  has 
entered  into  fome  Negotiations  with  the  Court  of  Spain  like- 
wife  ;  and  has  lately  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 
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The  great  Thing  which  has  hitherto  deterred  the  Dana 
from  atteibping  the  Trade  of  Italy,  and  other  Countries  ad* 
jacent,1fras  the  Apprehenfion  of  having  their  Ships  continually 
taken  by  the  Algerinet  and  other  Piratical  States  of  Barbery* 
But  the  late  King,  to  remove  thefe  Difficulties,  waspleafedto 
equip  a  finall  Squadron  for  the  Protection  of  the  Danifh  Mer- 
chant-men in  thofe  Seas;  and  declared  that  he  would  continue 
to  fend  fuch  a  Squadron  every  Spring,  which  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  exercifed  the  Seamen  in ,  his  Service,  and  fecured  the 
Trade  of  his  Subje£b,  made  thef  Flag  of  Denmark  known  and 
refpe&d  in  thole  Parts,  and  thereby  promoted  that  Prince's  ca- 
pital Defign  of  being  confidered  as  a  Maritime  Power*  Whether 
the  prefent  Monarch  will  be  foon  able  to  carry  this  into  Exe- 
cution, will  depend  upon  the  general  Turn  of  Affairs  in  Europe* 
of  which  it  is  certain  that  no  Prince  is  more  capable  of  forming 
a  true  Judgment,  or  making  a  right  Ufe.  .The  War,  while  it 
continued,  proved  alfo  favourable  to  thefe  Views,  as  it  afforded 
the  Dana  sin  Opportunity  of  difpofing  of  dried  Fifh,  and  other 
Commodities  carried  ufually  into  the  Mediterranean  by  other 
Nations.  It  is  alfo  more  than  probable,  that  the  Hopes  of  vend-* 
wgEa/l-India  Goods  in  thofe  Countries,  may  have  fome  Share 
in  thefe  Projeds,  though  hitherto  nothing  can  be  affirmed  on 
this  Head  with  Certainty,  becaufe  the  Treaties  relating  to  thefe 
Points  are,  at  leaft  moft  of  them,  as  yet  but  in  Embryo.  But 
as  a  Peace  has  been  concluded  with  the  Piratical  States  in 
Africa,  there  is  now  no  longer  occafion  to  fend  annual  Squa- 
drons into  the  Mediterranean.  '   . 

It  has  been  fuggefted  by  fome  Writers,  that  the  Danes 
may  have  it  in  their  Powef  to  fupply  the  French  and  other 
Nations  with  Beef,  Butter,  and  other  Provifions,  upon  as 
eafy  Terms  as  they  can  be  had  from  Ireland,  which  would 
certainly  prove  a  very  great  Advantage  to  them,  and  no  fmall 
Prujudicetousj  but  it  has  fallen  out  unluckily  for  them  during 
the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War,  that  a  contagious  Diftemper  pre- 
vailed amongft  their  Cattle,  which  prevented  thofe  Experi- 
ments from  being  made,  by  which  the  Matter  might  other- 
wife  have  been  determined.  However  it  is  very  certain,  that 
Denmark  and  Norway  can  furnilh  a  Multitude  of  Commo- 
dities of  Value  in  the  Southern  Parts  of  Europe  ;  and  when- 
ever they  fix  their  Trade,  it  will  neceflarily  occafion  a  Con- 
nection of  Interefts,  and  thereby  render  the  Crown  of  Denmark 
more  confiderable  than  ihe  has  hitherto  been  ;  more  efpeci- 
%  if  there  be  any  Truth  in  what  has  been  fufpe&ed,  that 
the  late  revoking  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  Dutch 
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iy  the  Court  of  Verfa$es%  was  with  \  View  to  ftiake  Tryal  of 
what  might  be  done  by  encouraging  a  Fifh  Trade  from  the 
XXziK^ Dominions.  This  the  Dutco  themfehres  have  appre- 
hended ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  principal  Reafons  why  they  have 
taken  fo  much  Pains  in  negotiating  with  the  Court  of  France  f 
in  order  to  get  thatEdi&  recalled,  from  a  Jealoufy,  that  how 
indifferently  foever  this  Trade  may  anfwer  at  firft,  yet  in 
Time  all  Difficulties  may  be  removed,  efpecially  where  two 
abfolute  Monarchs  are  concerned,  who  can  pblige  their  Subje&s 
to  do  and  bear  what  they  plcafe  3  which  is  a  very  high 
Advantage  towards  carrying  either  good  or  bad  Meafures  into 
Execution. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Article  with  endeavouring  to  explain  the 
Conduit  thkt  Denmark  ought  to  purfue,  and  that  which  the 
prcfent  King  has  all  along  purfued  with  regard  to  France.  It  is 
certain  that  formerly  the  clofe  Connexion  between  the  French 
and  the  Swedes  made  the  Danes  jealous  of  the  former,  and  at- 
tached them  more  clofely  to  the  Maritime  Powers ;  but  the 
prefent  King  of  Denmark  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  deviate 
from  this  Point  of  Policy,  and  has,  of  late  Years  efpecially,  been 
careful  to  maintain  a  good  Correfpondenoe  with  France.  We 
muft  not  however  perfuade  ourfelves  from  thence,  that  this 
Monarch  has  deferted  his  old  Principles,  or  that  he  is  not  as 
much  convinced  as  any  of  his  Predeceffors  of  the  Importance 
of  his  Friendfhip  with  Great  Britain  and  Holland. 

The  Truth  is,  that  the  State  of  Thing?  between  Sweden 
and  Denmark  being  very  much  altered,  the  King  of  Denmark 
has  the  le£  Reafon  at  prefent  to  be  jealous  of  the  French  In- 
fluence there.  Befides  this,  we  ought  to  confider,  that  as  it 
was  not  either  the  Intereft  or  Intention  of  his  Damjh  Majefty 
to  take  any  Share  in  the  War  lately  determined,  or  to  part 
with  his  Forces  to  any  of  the  Powers  engaged  therein ;  fo  his 
receiving  Subfidies  from  France  to  do  this,  that  is,  to  keep  an 
CX3&  Neutrality,  which  is  alfo  all  that  France  defires,  is  really 
receiving  them  for  nothing  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
a  Mafter-piecc  of  Policy,  that  his  Danijh  Majefty  has  found 
Ways  and  Means  to  oblige  the  French  not  only  to  pay  thefe 
Subfidies,  but  alfo  to  grant  his  Subjects  very  confiderable  Ad- 
vantages in  Trade  for  a&ing  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the"  Max- 
ims of  his  Government  would  have  led  him  to  ad  independent 
of  thefe  Motives. 

But  if  Affairs  (hould  alter,  there  is  no  doubt  the  King  of 
Denmark  will  alter  his  Conduct  5  for  we  may  with  greater 
Certainty  reckon  on  the  Behaviour  of  this  Prince*  than  we  can 
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upon  almoft  any  other ;  becaute  we  are  Cure  that  he  will  always 
do  what  is  fit  for  him  to  do,  and  negle&  nothing  that  is  fuitable 
to  his  Dignity,  to  his  Love  for  Peace,  and  his  Regard  for  the 
true  Ioierefls  of  his  Subjeds. 


CHAP.     VI. 

A  hrief  View  of  the  prefent  State,  modern  HiJlory% 
legal  Conflitution,  political  Interejls,  and  parti- 
cular Views  of  the  Crown  and  Republick  of 
Poland. 

rp  HE  RE  is  fo  great  a  Mixture  of  Truth  and  Falfliood  in 
X  the  Notions  commonly  received  as  to  the  Power  and 
Circumftances  of  this  Government,  that  at  the  fame  time  it  be* 
comes  extremely  neceffary,  we  find  it  alfo  highly  difficult  to  fe- 
parate  and  diftinguifh  them.  This  Perplexity  arifes  from  a  pe- 
culiar Circumftance,  which  will  be  at  large  explained  hereafter, 
bur  of  which  we  are  alfo  obliged  to  fay  fomewhat  here.  The 
dominant  Power  in  Poland  is  not  a  King,  a  Minifter,  a  Coun- 
cil, or  Senate,  but  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility ;  and  the 
ruling  Paffion  of  this  dominant  Power,  is  to  preferve  this  Pre- 
rogative, which  for  the  fake  of  giving  it  a  good  Name,  they  are 
pieafed  to  ftile  Liberty^  in  its  full  Extent.  This  therefore  may 
be  confidered  as  the  accidental  Intereft  of  Poland^  that  is,  in  con- 
tradiction to  its  real  Intereft;  which,  as  in  all  other  Countries, 
is  no  other  than  the  Good  of  the  whole. 

But  here  lies  the  Misfortune,  that,  as  the  Perfons  who  purfue 
this  accidental  Intereft  have  a  conftant  Succeflion,  there  is  but 
very  little  Ground  to  hope  that  the  real  Intereft  will  ever  pre- 
vail. Now  this  Circumftance  makes  the  common  Opinion  of 
the  Ficklenefs,  Imbecility,  and  Inftability  of  the  Polijh  Govern- 
ment really  true ;  whereas,  if  any  Method  could  be  fallen  upoii 
to  bring  the  Poles  to  underftand,  to  vindicate,  and  fupport  their 
true  Intereft,  nothing  would  be  more  falfe ;  for  they  would  then 
have  a  fixed  and  proper  Syftem,  which  they  have  a  Force  more 
than  fufficient  to  maintain ;  and  inftead  of  being  one  of  the 
weakeft  and  leaft  refpe&ed,  Poland  would  become  one  of  the 
moft  powerful,  and  in  confequence  of  that,  one  of  the  moft 
confidered  Kingdoms  in  Europe. 

If  the  Reader  will  reflect  upon  this  Remark,  which  Is 
llri&ly  founded  in  Truth,  he  will  be  very  feldora  at  a  Lofs 
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for  the  Caufcs  of  the  principal  Events  which  occur  in  the 
Hiftory  of  Poland  in  Times  paft,  or  make  at  this  Day  the 
Subjett  of  our  Gazettes.  To  render  the  Ground  of  our  Af- 
fertion  clearer,  it  may  be  proper  to  infift  on  a  few  Points  rela- 
tive to  this  Country  in  general.  If  we  confider  Poland  with 
regard  to  its  Extent,  we  mall  find  it  thrice  as  big  as  Frana  pro- 
perly fo  called ;  in  its  Figure  it  is  nearly  round,  fo  that  all  its 
Provinces  conned  with  each  other,  and  are  confequently  ca- 
pable of  contributingto  their  mutual  Defence.  It  muft  indeed 
be  owned,  that  the  Fruits  of  Spain,  the  Flowers  of  Italy,  and 
the  Vines  of  Hungary,  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  Part  of  Po- 
land; neither  can  it  be  affirmed  that  the  Cities  ana  great  Towns 
approach  in  Size  to  thofe  in  Germany,  or  have  any  relation  in 
point  of  fceatnefs  to  fuch  as  we  meet  with  in  Holland;  but  not- 
withftanding  this,  the  Country  is  far  from  being  barren  or  thinly 
peopled. 

We  may  judge  how  plentifully  it  is  ftored  with  Corn,  from 
its  being  ftited  the  Granary  of  the  North,  and  from  the  vaft 
Quantities  of  that  Commodity  annually  exported  from  Dant- 
wk ;  it  abounds  alfo  in  Cattle,  without  any  Exaggeration  be- 
yond mod  Countries  in  Europe ;  its  Forefts  furnim  Timber  of 
all  Sorts,  and  for  all  Ufes,  and  that  in  a  Degree  more  than  fuf- 
iicient  for  the  Confumption  of  its  Inhabitants,  notwithftanding 
(hat  thpy  employ  frequently  Timber  to  thofe  Purpofes,  for 
which  in  other  Countries  they  make  ufe  of  Brick  and  Stone. 
Its  Lakes  are  full  of  feveral  Kinds  of  excellent  Fifh,  and  in  the 
Woods  and  Heaths  there  is  variety  and  plenty  of  Game.  Some 
Mines  there  are,  more  efpecially  of  Salt,  which  are  inexhauftible. 
The  Climate  is  in  Winter  pretty  fevere ;  they  have  great  Rains 
in  the  Autumn,  but  their  Summers  are  generally  fpeaking  warm 
and  pleafant. 

The  Poles  are  naturally  a&ive,  hardy,  and  rpbuft ;  the  Gen- 
try have  many  Virtues,  they  are  open,  generous,  and  hofpitable, 
▼ery  civil  to  Strangers,  and  for  the  moft  part  Men  of  Honour  $ 
their  greateft  Failing  is  Vanity,  and  a  ftrong  Inclination  to  live 
after  their  Manner  in  a  wild  kind  of  Magnificence.  As  for  the 
Polijb  Ladies.,  they  are  Women  of  exemplary  Piety  and  Virtue  j 
and  as  to  the  meaner  Sort  of  People,  they  are  confefledly  lazy 
and  ignorant,  which  however  is  rather  to  be  charged  on  the 
Conftitution  of  their  Government,  than  any  Defe&s  in  their 
Country  $  for  where  the  Law  has  rendered  Peafants  incapable 
of  pofleffing  Property,  one  cannot  fuppofe  they  will  take  pains 
to  acquire  it, ,  Their  having  no  Ports  ftri&lv  fpeaking,  except 
JDant&'ct,  is  the  Reafon  that  they  have  little  Commerce  with 
their  Neighbours  i  but  this  Deficiency  muft  be  alfo  charged 
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upon  their  Government;  for  when  they  were  in  a  better  Con- 
dition in  that  refpeft  by  their  being  in  Pofleffion  of  Livonia,: 
they  (hewed  no  great  Inclination  to  improve  them.  Their; 
Turn  in  general  is  to  Arms  and  good  Fellowihip;  but  from  do- 
mrflick  Feuds  and  Animofities,  their  Valour  is  moftly  expe- 
rienced upon  each  other,  and  by  their  inteftine  Divifions  they 
have  often  become  a  Prey  to  thofc  Nations,  whom  if  they  had 
been  united,  they  had  Strength  fufficient  not  only  to  repulfe  but 
to  conquer. 

This  makes  them  veiy  good  Neighbours,  for  their  Ambition 
has  never  tempted  them,  at  leaft  for  fome  Ages  paft,  to  make 
any  Attempts  upon  others ;  but  then  the  Power  of  their  Nobili- 
ty is  lb  great,  that  the  People  are  apt  to  (hew  but  little  Vigour 
in  the  Support  of  it  $  nor  can  this  be  wondered  at  in  any  Nation 
where  the  People  cannot  be  properly  faid  to  defend  themfelves. 
The  PoBJh  Armies,  as  fte  (hall  fee  hereafter,  have  fought  with 
Succefs  and  Glory  againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars ;  but  this  was 
owing  to  their  Nobility  mounting  on  Horfeback,  and  deciding 
the  Bufinefc  in  one  or  two  Campaigns.  The  fame  thing  that 
we  colled  from  their  Viftories,  we  may  infer  alfo  from  their 
Defeats ;  they  have  fuffered  deeply  from  their  Wars  with  the 
Swedes,  and  of  late  have  been  greatly  awed  by  the  Ruffians ;  in 
both  Cafes  however .  this  has  been  owing  to  their  having  to  do 
with  regular  Forces,  which  a  Crown  Army  compofed  of  thin 
Battalions  under  a  bad  Discipline  and  poorly  paid  could  never 
refift. 

While  their  Monarchs  had  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Power, 
they  protected  them  from  fuch  Misfortunes,  as  we  (hall  fee  here- 
after, by  the  eftablifhing  a  proper  Militia,  to  whom  they  align- 
ed Lands  in  lieu  of  Pay  ;  but  through  Errors  in  Government 
thofe  Regulations  have  been  long  fub verted,  and  the  Co  fads, 
who  in  former  times  were  the  Defence  of  Poland,  aft  now  on 
the  Side  of  their  Enemies.  But  after  all,  perhaps  none  of  thefe 
Miftakes  are  irretrievable;  and  if  the  prefertt  Weaknefi  and 
Diftreis  of  that  Kingdom,  which  is  greater  than  ever,  ftiould 
at  laft  infpire  them  with  a  true  Notion  of  their  Errors,  and  in* 
dine  them  to  Amendment,  it  might  ftill  appear  their  Cafe  is  not 
paft  Remedy;  tho'  if  nothing  of  this  kind  happens,  it  will  be 
very  foon.  Their  Neighbours  have  already  encroached  upon 
them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  nothing  but  their  Faftions  could  have 
encouraged,  and  nothing  but  their  Folly  and  want  of  publick 
Spirit  could  have  brought  a  brave  Nation  to  bear.  But  it  is 
now  Time  to  purfue  our  ordinary  Method,  and  to  enter  upon  a 
Series  of  Fafts  neceflary  to  render  thefe,  as  well  as  our  fubfe~ 
quent  Refle&ions  intelligible. 
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There  are  few  Hiftdrles  more  confuted  than  that  of  Pokmd, 
infomuch  that  we  know  little  or  nothing  with  Certainty,  or  at 
leaft  with  Certainty  enough  for  pur  Purpofe,  before  the  Reign  of 
Jagelbn,  who  mounted  the  Throne  in  the  latter  End  of  the 
fourteenth  Century.  He  was  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  and 
a  Pagan  5  but  on  his  being  ele&ed  King  of  Poland  be  became  a 
Chriftian,  and  took  care  to  make  his  Subjects  fo;  he  aHb  united 
the  whole  of  his  hereditary  Dominions  to  thofc  of  Poland,  which 
induced  the  Poles  to  have  fuch  a  Regard  for  his  Memory  as  to 
preferve  the  Crown  in  his  Family  until  his  Male  Line  extin- 
guiflied  in  Sigifmund  Auguftus  in  1552. 

After  much  Confufion  and  a  long- Struggle  between  the  twa 
Fadions,  Henry  Duke  of  Anion,  brother  to  Cbarlts  IX.  of 
France,  was  elected  King  of  Poland,  in  preference  to  Maximi- 
lian of  Aujlria\  but  before  he  had  enjoyed  the  Crown  four 
Months,  his  Brother  died,  and  Henry  returned  privately  into 
France,  which  Kingdom  he  governed*  by  the  Name  of  Henry  JU. 
and  this  Ele&ion  and  fliort  Reign  introduced  the  Correspon- 
dence between  the  French  and  the  Poles,  which  has  fubftfted  ever 
£nce,  but  very  little  to  the  Advantage  of  the  latter. 

At  firft,  the  Nobility  of  Poland  exprefled  prodigious  Refent- 
ment  at  the  Ufage  they  had  met  with ;  King  Henry  having 
taken  the  Advantage  of  a  dark  Night  to  make  his  Efcape  and 
to  defert  that  Throne,  to  which,  not  without  much  Trouble 
and  Solicitations,  he  had  been  admitted;  and  therefore! upon 
his  Abdication,  the  Party  which  had  efpoufed  the  Caufe  of 
Maximilian  of  Aujlria,  endeavoured  to  revive  his  Pretentions, 
and  to  place  upon  his  Head  that  Diadem  which  his  Rival  had 
"quitted ;  but  however  they  were  not  able  to  carry  their  Point, 
the  Majority  of  the  Poles  being  inclined  to  chufe  a  Prince 
that  they  were  fure  would  refide  amongft  them;  a  Thing 
they  could  no  more  expedt  from  Maximilian  than  from  Henry 
of  Anjou,  confidering  the  Views  the  former  of  thefe  Princes  had 
in  Germany, 

It  was  for  this  Reafon,  more  efpecially,  that  they  made 
Choice  of  Stephen  Batori,  Prince  of  Tranfi/vania,  who  had 
alrtady  gained  a  great  Reputation  by  his  Courage*  He  found 
notwithftanding  feme  Difficulties  to  ftrueele  with  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  his  Reign ;  for  a  confiderable  Party  declared  againft 
him,  and  feized  upon  the  City  of  Dantzict  on  the  Behalf  of 
Maximilian.  King  Stephen,  however,  took  the  wifeft  Way  to 
eftablifli  himfelf  on  the  Throne  of  Poland,  by  marrying'  Anne 
the  Sifter  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  of  the  Royal  Houfe  of  Ja- 
'  gelbn,  which  procured  him  the  Affection  of  all  his  Sub/eds. 
After  reducing  Dantzick,  he  engaged  in  a  War  againft  the 
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MufuviUs,  from  whom  he  recovered  all  that  they  had  taken 
from  the  Pair j  |  and  his  Succcfs  in  this  War  enabled  him  to 
fettle  the  Ukrm*y  which  in  the  Polijb  Language  fignifies  the 
Frontier*,  which  before  his  Time  had  been  a  wide  and  wild 
Defiurt. 

He  was  likewife  the  Author  of  the  Military  Tenures  among 
the  Poles,  by  which  he  rendered  them  the  bell  Cavalry'  in  the 
World.  But  becauie  he  very  wejl  knew  that  Horfe  alone  was 
not  a  Strength  fufficient  to  defend  fuch  a  Kingdom*  and  was 
JenfibJe  alfo  that  the  Nobility  would  never  fcrve  on  Foot,  he  de- 
viled a  new  Militia  compofed  of  the  Cojfacks,  a  rough  and  bar-* 
barons  Race  of  People,  who  had  hitherto  been  the  Plague  and 
Scouige  of  Poland^  and  on  whom  he  beitowe<£the  Ubaln9  where 
he  fettled  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Pole*  might  always 
command  a  great  Body  of  Infantry,  without  being  at  any  more 
than  an  eafy  Expence.  Thus  he  wifely  provided  for  the  interior 
Security  of  the  Kingdom  on  one  hand,  and  for  its  Protection 
againft  the  Mujiovites,  Tartars  and  Turks,  on  the  other.  For 
thefe  People  being  in  part  fettled  in  the  Iflands  of  the  Borj/lhenes 
or  Nieper,  they  from  thence  made  the  moil  dreadful  Incurfions 
by  the  Black  Sea  into  the  Territories  of  the  Turks,  taking  and 
burning  the  Cities  Sinope  and  Trebifonde,  and  even  pillaging  the 
Suburbs  of  Conftantinople. 

This  great  King  died  in  1586,  at  a  Time  when  he  was  en* 
gaged  in  a  War  with  the  Turks,  and  left  behind  him  a  Reputa~ 
tion  as  great  as  that  of  any  Prince  of  his  Time,  and  bequeathed 
to  the  Poles  as  a  Legacy,  fuch  a  Military  Eftablifliment,  as  duly 
attended  to  would  have  always  defended  them  froth  the  Ambi- 
tion of  their  Neighbours ;  but  which  by  their  Seditions,  Fa&i- 
ons  and  Corruptions,  gradually  decayed,  and  is  now  in  a  great 
meaiure  loft-. 

The  Peace  and  Profperity  of  Poland,  as  it  was  reilored  by 
King  Stephen,  feemed  to  be  deftroyed  at  his  Death  ;  for  though 
at  all  the  Polijb  Elections,  Difcord  and  Confufion  had  been  and 
ftill  are  common,  yet  we  read  of  none  fo  great  as  at  this  Time, 
the  Nation  being  equally  involved  in  Religious  and  Political  Dif- 
putes ;  fo  that  on  one  fide  the  Lutherans  came  into  the  Field 
with  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  on  the  other  the  Senate  had  a-^reat 
Body  of  good  Troops  to  fupport  the  Catholick  Caufe.  jhe 
Competitors  for  the  Crown  were  three,  each  fupported  by  a  nu- 
merous and  powerful  Fa&ion. 

The  firft  was  Theodore,  Czar  of  RuJJia ;  the  fecond  Maxi- 
milian, Archduke  of  Aufiria,  who  now  for  the  third  time 
pretended  to  the  Crown  ;  the  third  was  Sigifmund,  Prince  of 
Sweden,    It  was  argued  in  favour  of  the  firft,  that  if  he  was 
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defied  he  wouM  render  Poland  the  moft  powerful  Monarchy  in 
Europe,  by  adding  thereto  all  the  Dominions  of  Ruffia.  The 
perfonal  good  Qualities  of  the  fecond  were  chiefly  infifted  upon, 
and  which  is  pretty  lingular,  he  was  fupported  by.  the  Pope's 
Nuncio  and  the  Lutherans.  As  for  the  laft,  he  was  the  Son  of 
the  Sifter  of  their  late  King  Sigifinund,  and  confequendy  the 
Heir  Male  of  the  Family  of  Jagetton,  and  for  this  Realon  chiefly, 
by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Senate,  was  chofen  on  the  ninth  of 


Auguft  1587. 


Archduke  Maximilian  however  marched  with  an  Ar- 
my into  Poland  to  difpute  the  Ele&on,  but  was  routed  in 
two  Engagements ;  and  in  the  laft  being  made  Prifoner,  was 
obliged  to  renounce  all  his  Pretentions  to  the  Crown  of  Po- 
land! By  this  Means  Sigifmund  III.  became  the  peaceable  Pof- 
feflbr  of  the  Kingdom,  but  was  difappointed  in  the  De- 
fign  he  formed  of  keeping  that  of  Sweden  alfo :  for  as  he 
was  a  violent  Papift,  the  Swedes  refirfed  to  acknowledge  him, 
and  therefore  placed  upon  the  Throne  the' Duke  of  Sunder- 
tnania,  which  occafioned  a  lone  War  between  the  two  King* 
doms.  He  reigned  forty-four  Years,  and  in  that  Time  gave 
fignal  Proofs  of  his  Courage  and  Conduct,  particularly  againft 
the  Turks,  tho*  in  the  Wars  againft  the  Swedes  he  was  very  un- 
fortunate. 

He  was  fucceeded,  tho*  not  without  a  great  Struggle,  by  his 
eldeft  Son  Uladijlaus  VII.  who  was  chofen  the  13th  of  November 
1632.  This  Monarch  proved  very  fuccefsful  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  his  Reign  againft  the  Ruffians,  Turks,  and  Swedes ; 
forcing  each  of  them  to  make  Peace  with  the  Poles  upon  Terms 
advantageous  to  that  Nation,  But  in  the  Year  1637,  Diftur- 
bances  broke  out  with  refpeft  to  the  Cqffacks ;  for  the  Polijh 
Nobility  having  acquired  great  Eftates  in  the  Vbrain,  prevailed 
upon  the  King  to  take  away  from  that  Militia  the  Privileges 
granted  them  by  King  Stephen,  which  proved  of  very  bad  Con- 
sequence to  the  Nation ;  that  Difpute  lafted  beyond  the  Date 
of  that  King's  Life,  which  determined  on  the  20th  of  May 
1648. 

^  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Brother  John  Cafimir,  who  had 
aimed  at  the  Crown  when  Uladiflaus  was  chofen,  afterwards 
became  a  Jefuit,  and  was  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  a  Cardinal, 
which  be  refigned  in  hopes  of  the  Crown.  After  his  Election 
he  married  his  Brother's  Widow,  a  French  Woman ;  to  whofe 
Intrigues  were  chiefly  owing  all  the  Misfortunes  that  attended 
his  Reign.  We  have  in  our  Account  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Sxveden  (hewn  how  he  was  driven  out  of  his  Dominions  by 
King  Charles  Guftavus>  but  how  he  got  Poffeffion  of  them  again 
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is  a  Point  of  Hiftory  fo  little  known,  that  it  may  not  be  amirs 
to  infert  it  here*  The  Danes  having  attacked  the  Swedijb 
Dominions,  King  Charles  offered  to  give  up  all  his  Conquefts 
in  Poland  for  800000  Rixdollars,  which  Offer  was  readily 
accepted  ;  but  the  Poles  found  it  very  difficult  to  raife  the 
Money.  The  Elector  of  Brandenburgh,  who  had  called  in  the 
Swedes,  perceiving  that  he  was  likely  to  lofe  their  Affiftance, 
privately  propofed  to  the  Poles  to  pay  this  Money,  and  to 
affift  them  againft  the  Swedes,  if  they  would  renounce  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Ducal  Pruffia,  which  he  held  as  a  Vaffal 
to  the  Crown  of  Poland:  this  was  accepted  and  performed  on 
both  Sides,  and  ratified  in  the  famous  Treaty  of  OHva,  by 
which  the  Poles  ended  all  their  Differences  with  their  Neigh- 
bours. , 

This  Circumftance  Sir  Robert  Southwell  declared,  at  a  Meet- 
ting  of  the  Royal  Society,  he  had  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Ele&or 
c&  Brandenburgh.  After  this  King  Cafimir  might  have  reign- 
ed in  Peace,  if  he  had  not  formed  a  rrojeft  to  render  himfelf 
abfolute,  in  order  to  which  he  raifed  an  Army  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  Men,  moft  of  them  Germans.  But  this  Defign  being 
difcovered,  Prince  Lubomirjki,  the  Crown- General,  at  the  Head 
of  the  PoUJh  Troops,  fell  upon  the  King's  Army,  defeated  them 
totally,  and  made  their  General,  who  was  a  Frenchman,  Pri- 
foner. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  after  fuch  a  Blow  as  this,  the 
King  fhould  be  out  of  Humour  with  his  Subjects,  or  that  his 
Subje£b  fhould  no  longer  have  any  Confidence  in  fucH  a  Prince  5 
but  the  Methods  he  took  to  be  revenged  on  them  deferve  to 
be  made  known,  more  efpecially  as  they  proceeded  from  the 
Advice  given  him  by  his  French  Queen,  and  thofe  of  her 
Nation,  whom  (he  procured  to  be  admitted  into  his  Council. 
In  the  firft  place,  he  excited  the  Cojfacks  to  rebel,  and  to 
throw  off  their  Subjedion  to  Poland,  a  Thing  fo  bafe  as  would 
never  have  been  believed,  if  he  had  not  been  weak  enough  to 
have  written  a  Letter  under  his  own  Hand  to  their  Generals 
for  that  Purpofe,  which  they  produced,  and  thereby  proved  it 
inconteftably. 

Another  Scheme  of  his,  fiill  meaner  than  the  former,  anfwered 
his  End  more  efle&ually.  He  pretended  to  be  very  forry  for  the 
Mifchiefs  he  had  occafioned,  and  having  called  a  Diet  at  Leopold, 
he  there  propofed  redreffing  publick  Grievances,  and  paying 
the  Army,  The  beft  Expedient  that  could  be  found  to  effect 
this,  was  to  call  in  the  Gold  and  Silver  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
recoin  it.  But  this  having  been  found  deficient,  the  States  con- 
tented to  have  vaft  Quantities  of  Copper  coined,  which  before 
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bad  been  very  fcarce  in  the  Country,  and  to  rttfc  its  intrinfick 
Value  to  almoft  double  the  common  Standard.  With  this 
Money  the  King  paid  the  Publick  for  what  they  brought  in*  as 
likewife  the  Arrears  of  the  Army,  but  kept  afl  the  Gold  and 
Silver,  which  he  afterwards  remitted  into  France,  and  foon  fol- 
lowed himfelf,  when  he  had  beggared  the  Nation,  for  which  die 
Poles  abhor  his  name  even  to  this  Pay. 

He  had  now  reigned  twenty  Years  with  very  little  Quiet*  and 
lefs  Credit ;  he  faw  plainly  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  enjoy 
the  One,  or  recover  the  Other  in  Poland;  and  therefore  he 
refolved  to  refign  the  Crown,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the 
Church  of  St.  John  ztWarfaw,  Sept.  16,  1668 ;  and  afterwards 
retiring  into  France^  died  at  Nevers  in  December  1671.  But  as 
he  was  Abbot  of  St.  Germains  near  Paris,  he  was  buried  there 
under  a  magnificent  Tomb  of  Brafs,  with  a  pompous  Latin 
Infcription,  attributing  to  him  n?any  Virtues  which  he  never 
had,  and  in  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  thofe  Follies 
and  Vices  by  which  he  loft  his  Honour  and  his  Crown. 

This  Resignation  threw  the'Kingdom  of  Poland  into  frefh 
Diftra&ions,  for  immediately  four  Candidates  declared  them* 
felves  5  the  firft  was  the  Great  Prince  of  Ruffia^  on  whofe  be- 
half the  Czar  his  Father  made?  large  Offers.  .  The  fecond  was 
the  Duke  of  Newbttrgb,  fupportcd  by  the  French  Ifitereft.  The 
third  was  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  had  the  German  Faction 
for  his  Friends.  The  fourth  was  the  Son  of  the  Prince  of  Condi, 
efpoufed  by  many  of  the  Nobility  out  of  Refpc&  to  his  Father. 
The  firft -and  the  laft  of  thefe  Candidates  were  foon  laid  afide, 
but  the  Fadions  of  the  other  two  were  of  fuch  equal  Strength, 
that  a  Civil  War  was  apprehended* 

The  Palatine  OpaUnJki  however  changed  the  whole  Face  of 
Affairs  by  a  Speech,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  it  was  a  Shame 
they  {hould  either  admit  of  a  Foreign  Prince,  or  fuffer  Fo- 
reigners to  prefcribo  to  them,  who  (hould  be  their  King ;  that 
their  Anceftors  did  not  a&  in  this  manner  f  but  when  they  found 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  Situation,  made  choice  of  their  Country- 
man. Piajius,  diftinguiflied  only  by  his  Virtues,  who  governed 
them  fo  prudently,  that  tho'  he  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  his  Death  was  as  much  regretted  as  if  he  had  been  cut 
off  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age.  This  Speech  was  fo  well  received 
that  the  whole  AJTembly  cried  out,  A  Piajl !  A  Piajl !  which 
is  fince  become  a  Phrafe  to  exprefs  a  Polijb  Candidate  in  Oppo- 
fition  to  a  Stranger. 

At  the  next  Meeting  the  fame  Palatine  was  called  upon 
to  name  one  of  the  Nobility  worthy  of  the  Crown  ;  upon 
which  he  made  another  Speech,  at  the  Clofe  of  which  he  pro- 
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5>fed  Prince  Michael  Wiefnowifki,  who  was  descended  from  a 
rother  of  Jagellm.  He  was  not  remarkable  for  Parts,  for 
Courage  or  Fortune  ;  and  it  was  generally  fufpe&ed  that  he 
was  mentioned  to  make  way  for  fome  other  powerful  Noble-, 
man ;  but  it  lb  fell  out,  that  as  the  Palatine  pronounced  his 
Name,  a  Swarm  of  Bees  flew  over  his  Head,  upon  which  the 
People  cried  out  unanimoufly,  Godfave  King  Michael  1  That 
Prince,  who  was  himfelf  prefent,  broke  out  into  Tears,  declared 
that  be  was  very  unfit  for  a  Crown,  and  begged  'they  would 
proceed  to  a  new  EleAion,  but  it  was  to  no  purpofe ;  the  Diet 
perilled  in  their  Choice,  fo  he  became  a  King  whether  he  would 
or  not. 

Michael  Wiefnowijki  having  thus  the  Crown  forced  up- 
on him  by  the  plainer  and  honefter  part  of  the  Aflembl  v,  was 
crowned  on  the  feventeenth  of  September  1 670  :  He  had  been, 
while  a  Youth,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the 
Emperor  Leopold,  who  notwfthftanding  confented  very  readi- 
ly to  his  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Eleonora  of  Aujfria  his 
Sifter,  which  at  nrft  raifed  fome  Jealoufies  and  Discontents 
amongft  the. Nobility,  who  were  afraid  he  made  this' Match 
with  a  View  to  enlarge  his  Power  at  the  Expence  of  the 
pubjjc  Liberty  ;  but  the  Eafinefs  of  his  Temper,  and  his  Rea- 
dings to  content  to  whatever  they  afked,  very  foon  convinced 
them,  that  their  Fears  were  groundlefe ;  and  that  they  had  no-* 
thing  to  dread  from  this  Monarch  on  the  Side  at  leaft  of  his 
Ambition. 

But  in  the  Year  1672,  the  Turks  under  Pretence  of  having 
taken  the  Coffach  under  their  Protection,  invaded  Poland,  and 
very  foori  madethemfelves  Matters  of  Kaminieck^  the  Capital 
of  Podo&a,  a  Race  till  then  efteemed  impregnable ;  and  fo 
much  fuperior  their  Forces  appeared  to  any  that  he  could  raife 
againft  them,  that  the  King  refolved  to  make  the  beft  Peace, 
he  could,  which  however  proved  a  very  indifferent  one;  for 
by  it  he  covenanted  to  give  them  a  great  Sum  of  Money  for 
fparkig  that  City  and  its  Inhabitants,  and  ftipulated  befides, 
that  he  would  pay  the  Turks  a  conftant  Tribute  of  22,000 
Gold  "Ducats  per  Annum.  As  advantageous  as  this  muft  ap- 
pear, the  Turks  neverthelefs  were  not  long  before  they  renew- 
ed their  Hoftilities,  which  obliged  the  Crown-General  Sobiejki 
to  venture  a  Battle  under  great  Difadvantages,  in  which  how- 
ever he  gained  a  compleat  as  well  as  unexpected  Vidtory.  But 
the  King  d|d  not  live  to  receive  the  Pleafure  of  this  News,  dying 
fuddenly  on  thefixteenth  of  November  1673,  not  without  ftrong 
Sufpicions  of  Poifon.  He  was  thirty-two  Years  of  Age,  a  Man 
of  much  MUdneis*  Moderation,  and  Piety  ;  but  one  who  was 

far 
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far  enough  from  having  the  great  Qualities  requifite  to  fill  the 
Throne  with  Dignity,  more  efpecially  in  fuch  a  Country  as 
Poland. 

The  next  Diet  of  Ele&ion  was  attended  as  ufual  with 
great  Confufion ;  the  Candidates  were  the  Czar  of  Afufcovfs 
youngeft  Son  ;  the  Prince  of  Tranjihania  5  the  Eledor  of  Bran- 
denburgh's  eldeft  Son ;  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the  Prince  of 
Condi  were  alio  named,  with  fome  others.  At  laft  there  were 
three  Fa&ions  form'd ;  the  firft  of  the  Lithuanians,  who  were 
for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain ;  the  fecond  of  the  Polijb  Nobility, 
who  were  moft  of  them  for  the  Duke  of  Neuburgb's  Son ;  and 
the  Army,  who  pretended  to  be  fpr  the  French '  Prince,  who 
tho'  not  named,  was  underftood  (as  I  have  (aid)  to  be  the 
Prince  of  Condi.  By  Degrees  all  the  Factions  were  reduced 
to  two,  one  for  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  the  other  for  the 
French  Prince. 

In  the  End  however,  this  Election,  like  the  former,  was 
decided  fuddenly  by  a  Speech.  The  Palatine  of  Rxjfta  flood 
forth  and  faid,  "  That  the  Lithuanians  had  difhonoured  their 
<(  Country,  by  protecting  fo  violently  as  they  had  done  againft 
<€  a  Piaft,  or  Native  of  Poland*,  that  it  was  dangerous  at  this 
cc  Juncture  to  choofc  a  German  Prince ;  and  that  for  his  part 
**  he  would  fpeak  his  Sentiments  plainly.  That  they  were  on 
"  the  Point  of  finking  into  the  lowed  State  of  Contempt,  if 
*c  they  had  not  been  delivered  by  the  late  Viftory  over  the 
*'  Turks,  and  that  as  it  was  won  by  the  Crown-General  &- 
<c  biejki,  fo  he  only  deferred  to  be  King,  bywhofe  Courage  and 
«  Condua  they  ftill  remained  a  People**  This  did  the  Bufinefi 
cffe&ually  \  for  tho9  the  Lithuanians  protefted  againft  it  that 
Day,  yet  they  recanted  the  next,  and  fo  the  Election  became 
unanimous,  which  was  the  more  Angular  as  it  was  perfectly  juft 
and  reafonable. 

John  Sobiejki  being  thus  railed  to  the  Crown,  was  defirpus 
of  profecuting  the  War  againft  the  Turks,  in  which  he  was 
very  indifferently  feconded  by  the  Nobility,  who  tho'  they 
before  promifed  an  Army  of  60,000  Men,  yet  made  a  Diffi- 
culty of  furnifljing  him  with  40,000  after  he  was  eleded.  The 
King,  notwithftanding  this,  carried  on  the  War,  and  in  the 
Year  1675  obtained  the  greateft  Viflory  the  Poles  ever  had 
to  boaft  j  for  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  City  of  Leopold, 
with  5000  Men  in  an  open  Plain  he  defeated  60,000  Turks  and 
Tartars,  who  fled  in  one  Night  as  many  Leagues  as  they  had 
marched  in  three  Days  5  and  afterwards  with  an  Army  of  15,000 
Men  he  drove  about  ioo,oqq  Turks  and  Tartars  out  of 
Podolia. 
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When  he  had  thus  fecured  the  Peace  of  die  Kingdom,  he 
returned  to  Cracow,  where  on  the  fecond  of  February  1676, 
he  was  crowned  with  great  Magnificence.  He  made  a  very 
honourable  Peace  with  the  Infidels  not  long  after,  which  lafted 
till  the  Year  1683.  In  that  Year  they  invaded  Germany ^  and 
beficRcd  Vienna,  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  King  of  Poland 
marched  with  20,000  Men  ;  and  having  joined  the  Ele&ors  of 
Bavaria  and  Saxony,  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain*  who  had  about 
the  fame  Number,  he  on  the  twelfth  of  September  attacked  the 
Grand  Vizir,  who  had  an  Army  of  near  200^000,  entirely  de- 
feated them,  forcing  them  to  raife  the  Siege,  and  fly  with  the 
utmoft  Precipitation.  The  King  made  his  Entry  into  Vienna 
through  the  Breach,  with  the  great  Standard  of  the  Turks  taken 
by  his  Troops  carried  before  him. 

He  afterwards  continued  the  War  for  fome  time  longer,  tho9 
he  thought  himfelf  but  indifferently  treated  by  the  Emperor. 
On  his  Return  to  Poland*  he  met  with  much  Uneafinefs 
and  Diicontent  5  the  Nobility  apprehending  that  he  intended 
to  make  the  Crown  hereditary  in  his  Family,  and  that  it  was 
with  this  View  he  hoarded  up  fo  much  Money ;  for  it  was  com* 
puted  that  in  the  Space  of  twenty  Years,  he  laved  near  two  Mil- 
lions Sterling*  His  Cares  and  Fatigues  brought  on  a  Complica- 
tion of  Diflempers,  which  carried  him  off  the  feventeenth  of 
June  1696,  in  the  fixty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  twenty- 
fecond  of  his  Reign.  At  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  he  was  the 
oldeft,  the  richeft,  and  for  perfonal  Courage  the  mod  re- 
nowned Monarch  in  Europe.  ' 

After  the  King's  Death,  Cardinal  Radzwujkiy  Archbifhop  of 
Gnejna9  and  Primate  of  the  Kingdom,  took  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Government,  as  is  ufual,  upon  him,  and  notified 
the  King's  Death  to  Foreign  Princes,  and  to  all  the  Governors 
of  the  Provinces,  and  advlfed  with  the  Senators  that  were  then 
at  fParfawy  as  to  the  moft  proper  Method  and  the  fitted  Time 
to  chufe  anew  King.  They  fixed  upon  the  twenty-ninth  of 
Auguft  1696,  for  the  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Diet,  but 
there  appearing  feveral  Competitors,  and  thefe  too  fupported  by 
powerful  Factions,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  take  more  Time 
ioappeafe  the  Diflentions  of  the  Nobility;  for  which  Reafon« 
the  Overture  of  the  Diet  was  deferred  to  the  fixteenth  of 
May  1697* 

They  then  chofe  the  Sieur  Belinfki  for  their  Speaker,  whom 
they  call  Marjbal  The  chief  Competitors  were  Prince  James 
of  Poland,  and  his  Brother  Prince  Alexander*  the  Prince  of 
Cwtfx,  Don  Idvio  Odefcbalchi,  and  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  ; 
but  at  laft  the  Elcftor  of  Saxony  unexpectedly  came  to  the 
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Frontiers  of  Fohnd  with  fcooo  Men,  and  declared  himfelf  a 
Candidate,  having  a  Twelvemonth  before  privately  abjured  his 
Religion  to  qualify  himfelf  for  this  Crown,  which  procured  him 
the  Intereft  of  the  Pope  and  Clergy ;  fo  that  at  length  no  confi- 
derable  Party  appeared  but  for  him,  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and 
Prince  yames. 

The  Cardinal  Primate,  with  a  great  Number  of  the  Palatins, 
fupported  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince  of  Cmfiu  the  French  having 
for  feveral  Years  before  given  a  great  Chara&er  of  his  Merit  and 
Valour,  which  made  the  King  of  France  believe  that  he  would 
undoubtedly  carry  that  Crown,  as  it  is  probable  he  would  have 
done,  had  he  been  in  Perfon  as  near  the  Place  of  Election  as  the 
Eledor  of  Saxony  was  ;  for  on  the  26th  of  June,  bong  the  Day 
of  Ele&ion,  the  Diet  dfew  out  into  the  Field,  and  he  had  that 
Day  more  Votes  than  either  the  Elector  of  Saxony  or  Prince 
James,  which  the  Primate  obferving,  went  with  his  Party  and 
immediately  proclaimed  him  King. 

But  the  two  other  Parties  knowing  that  this  could  not  be 
legally  done,  without  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Diet,  pro- 
tefted  againft  it ;  and  Prince  James  perceiving  his  Party  to  be 
the  weakeft,  and  having  always  been  in  the  Intereft  of  the 
Houfe  of  Juftria,  as  being  married  to  the  Sifter  of  the  Em- 
prefs  and  Queen  of  Spain,  refigned  all  his  Intereft  to  the  Eledor 
of  Saxony,  who  was  Itkewife  fupported  by  the  Emperor.  Thefe 
two  Parties  being  thus  united,  were  more  numerous  than  that 
of  the  Prince  of  Conti  ;  and  therefore  coming  next  Day  into 
the  Field,  they  got  the  Bifhop  of  Cujavia,  after  the  Pri- 
mate had  refuted  it,  to  proclaim  Frederick  Jtuguftus  of  Saxony 
King  of  P dandy  and  lent  Ambafladors  to  defire  him  to  ac- 
cept of  the  Crown ;  he  accordingly  entered  the  Kingdom  with 
his  Forces,  and  marched  dircQly  to  Cracow*  where  he  was 
crowned. 

The  other  Party  endeavoured  however  to  maintain  their 
Elefiion  ;  but  the  Prince  of  Conti,  who  came  from  Dantzici, 
finding  he  fliould  have  no  more  Friends  in  Poland  than  he 
purchased  with  his  Money,  and  that  they  would  continue  fo 
no  longer  than  they  were  fupplied  with  it,  determined  to  quit 
his  Claim,  as  he  did,  and  fo  left  the  peaceable  Pofleffion  to 
King  Auguftus ;  who  notwithstanding  this  was  far  enough 
from  meeting  with  that  Duty  and  Refpeft  which  he  hoped 
for  ;  fo  that  new  Difturbances  were  on  the  Point  of  arHing  im- 
mediately, if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  Witdom  and 
Moderation  of  the  King. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  17CO,  he  had  brought  things 
into  fome  tolerable  Degree  of  Order,  and  might  rery  pro- 
bably 
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bably  have  feigned  peaceably  enough,  inafmuch  as  with  all  the 
great  Qualities  that  could  be  wiflied  for  in  a  Prince,  he  had  an 
Afiability  and  Freedom  in  his  Behaviour  that  was  very  engaging, 
and  withal  an  almoft  boundlefs  Generality,  which  is  a  Quality 
much  efteemed  in  all  Countries,  but  more  specially  acceptable 
in  Poland.  I  fay,  notwithftanding  what  was  part,  he  might  have 
reigned  as  quietly  as  any  of  his  Predecefibrs,  if  he  had  not  a 
little  rafhly  embarked  himfelf  in  a  Quarrel  with  the  King  of 
Sweden,  in  the  manner  we  have  already  related  in  fome  of  our 
former  Articles. 

This  it  was  that  gave  an  Opportunity  to  that  Faction  which 
had  fupported  the  Prince  of  Conti9  once  more  to  make  head 
againft  the  King,  under  Pretence  that  he  had  violated  the  Laws 
by  bringing  in  his  Saxon  Trqpps,  and  by  taking  other  Steps  that 
were  inconiiftent  with  the  Convention  into  which  they  had  en- 
tered at  the  Time  of  his  Election,  and  which,  according  to  their 
Conftitution,  was  to  be  the  fole  Rule  of  his  Government.  The 
King  of  Sweden  encouraged  this  Party,  and  even  went  fo  far  as 
to  hint  to  them,  that  thepnly  Way  to  make  themfelves  eafy  and 
gain  his  Friendship,  was  to  declare  the  Throne  vacant,  and 
cleft  a  new  King ;  which  when  they  faw  that  Monarch  in  a 
Condition  to  fupport  them,  they  maje  no  fcruple  of  doing,  and 
accordingly  they  made  choice  of  Stanijlaus  Lefzinjki  Palatine  of 
Pofnams,  a  young  Noblemen  about  the  fame  Age  with  the  King 
of  Sweden,  who  on  the  fourth  of  OSfober  1705,  was  crowned  at 
Warfaw. 

The  next  Year  his  Confederate  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  enter- 
ed Saxony,  where  he  reduced  King  Auguftus  to  fuch  extreme 
Diftrefs,  that  he  was  glad  to  make  Peace  upon  fuch  Terms,  as 
were  impofed  on  him  by  his  Enemy,  amongft  which  the  hardeft 
was  this,  that  he  (hould  acknowledge  the  Title,  and  write  a 
Letter  of  Felicitation  to  Stanijlaus  as  King  of  Poland.  In  the 
fiicceeding  Year  the  laft  mentioned  Prince  was  acknowledged 
by  all  the  Powers  in  Europe ;  but  the  Year  following,  that  is,  in 
1708,  the  King  of  Sweden  being  defeated  in  the  famous  Battle 
of  Pukonva,  it  foon  became  evident,  notwithftanding  thefe  Re- 
cognitions, that  Stanijlaus  would  lofe  bis  Kingdom  almoft  as 
loon  as  lie  had  acquired  it.  He  bad  indeed  a  Body  of  Swedijh 
Troops  about  him,  with  which  for  fome  time  he  endeavoured  to 
maintain  himfelf  in  Pofleffion ;  but  at  length  found  he  was  un- 
der a  Neceffity  of  quitting  his  Country,  and  following  the  Swe- 
£jb  Monarch  intothe  Dominions  of  the  Grand  Signor. 

In  1709  King  Jugvjius  returned  the  Sovereignty,  and  before 
the  End  of  the  Year  the  Swedes  were  obliged  to  retire  ab- 
felutcly  out  of  the  Kingdom.    In  17 10,  King  Aitgujlus  held  a 
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Diet  at  War/aw,  where  he  was  congratulated  by  the  Senate  and 
Nobility  on  his  Return,  and  the  neceflarj  Refolutions  taken  to 
fecure  his  peaceable  Poffeffion  of  the  Throne  *r  but  the  Meafures 
which  bcft  fecured  him  were  thofe  taken  by  himfelf,  by  keep- 
ing near  his  Perfon  a  qonfiderable  Body  of  his  faithful  Saxons, 
and  according  to  the  Treaty  concluded  between  the  Czar  and 
the  Turks,  which  delivered  the  Poles  from  the  Dangers  of  a 
Foreign  War,  tho'  it  was  far  enough  from  extinguifning  their 
domeftic  Fa£tions. 

In  the  Vear  17 13,  there  was  a  Confpiracy  formed  againft  the 
*  King,  but  it  was  happily  difcovered  and  prevented.  He  thought 
fit  thereupon,  after  making  the  neceflary  Difpofitions  for  fettling 
the  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  to  retire  for  fome  time  into  Saxony, 
whence  he  did  not  return  till  the  Year  following,  when  he  found 
new  Symptoms  of  Jealoufy  and  Difcontent  in  that  Country, 
with  which  he  was  much  offended ;  becaufe  to  purchafe  the 
Good-will  of  the  Poles,  he  had  voluntarily  pardoned  two  of  his 
greateft  Enemies,  remitted  a  third  Part  of  the  Taxes  granted  for 
the  Support  of  the  Army,  and  had  ordered  thirteen  Regiments 
of  his  German  Troops  to  leave  the  Kingdom. 

Some  of  the  discontented  Senators  demanded  a  Diet  on 
Horfeback,  which  his  Majefty  refufed  to  call,  becaufe  he  fore- 
saw it  could  anfwer  no  end,  but  that  of  giving  Rebellion  the 
Colour  of  a  legal  Proceeding.  There  were  however  fome  of 
the  Nobility  who  adually  began  to  mount,  and  (hewed  a  Dif- 
pofition  of  holding  fuch  an  Aflembly  without  the  Royal  Licence; 
but  the  King  prevented  this,  by  declaring  pofitively  that  he 
would  treat  as  Rebels  all  who  fhould  prefume  to  meet  together 
without  fuch  an  Authority  as  the  Conftitution  had  rendered  re- 
quifite;  and  to  incline  thefe  People  to  hearken  more  readily 
to  Reafon,  he  recalled  his  German  Troops ;  and  having  alfo 
renewed  the  Peace  with  the  Turks,  he  began  to  enjoy  more 
Quiet,  than  he  had  done  from  the  time  he  firft  afcended  the 
Throne. 

In  the  Year  1 7  24,  happened  the  unfortunate  Affair  of  Thorn, 
which  had  like  to  have  plunged  the  Republick  into  a  War 
with  moft  of  the  Proteftant  Powers  in  Europe.  The  City  of 
Thorn  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  that  Part  of  PruJJia 
which  belongs  to  Poland,  and  is  generally  fpeaking  inhabited 
by  Proteftants.  There  were  however  fome  Papifts,  and  they 
fold  invited  a  few  Jefuits  thither  to  educate  their  Children. 
Some  of  their  Scholars  quarrelled  with  the  Townfmen  ;  this 
occafioned  a  Riot,  and  the  pulling  down  a  Part  of  the  Houfe 
in  which  the  Jefuits  lived;  upon  which,  the  Magiftrates  not  in- 
tcrpofing  in  time,  fome  other  Excefles  were  committed.   Upon 
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this  a  Tribunal  *as  ere&ed,  compofed  of  fdme  Grande**  and 
Senators  of  Poland,  who  after  examining  into  the  Aflair,  eaufed 
the  chief  Magiftrate  Mr.  Reufrier  to  be  beheaded,  and  tomb 
of  the  Townfinen  to  be  hanged  and  their  Bodies  burnt  \  they 
likewife  changed  the  MagUfrates  of  the  Town  contrary  to 
the  Treaty  of  Oliva,  which  obliged  the  Crowns  of  Great  Bri~ 
tain,  Sweden,  and  Pruffia,  to  interpofe,  as  Guarantees  of  that 
Treaty,  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants ;  but  the  Affair  being 
drawn  into  a  Negotiation,  the  bad  Effeds  that  were  appre- 
hended from  thofe  violent  Proceedings  were  prevented,  though 
the  Proteftants  had  not  that  Juftice  done  diem,  which  from 
the  Nature  of  that  Treaty,  and  the  Power  of  tljofe  Courts 
that  interpofed  on  their  Behalf,  they  had  juft  Reafon  to  ex- 

There  followed  hot  long  after  anothef  troublefome  Affair* 
which  becaufe  it  may  hereafter  be  revived  and  create  new  Dif* 

Jutes,  it  is  ncceflary  we  fliould  confider  more  at  large,  -  The 
)uchy  of  Cottrland,  which  was  anciently  a  Part  of  Livonia, 
was  a  Fief  of  the  Crown  of  Poland,  and  had  been  held  as  fuch 
by  the  Family  of  Ketkr,  from  the  Year  156  r.  tVilliam  Duke 
of  Ceurland married,  in  the  Year.  17 10,  the  Princefs  Ann  of 
&^u,  Daughter  to  the  Czar  John,  and  Niece  to  the  Czar 
Peter,  but  died,  without  leaving  any  Children  of  that  Marriage : 
By  his  Demife  the  Duchy  descended  to  his  Uncle  Ferdinand ; 
but  the  Duchefs  Dowager  took  Pofleffion  of  it  by  Force,  and 
the  Duke  was  obliged  to  live  at  Dantxick  in  very  indifferent 
Circumftances. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  laboured  to  procure  this  Country  for 
the  Margrave  of  Brandenburgb  Swedt,  who  offered  to  pay  the 
Debts  with  which  it  was  charged ;  but  the  Grandees  of  Po- 
land were  ftrongly  inclined  to  let  it  remain  ho  longer  a  fepa* 
rate  Duchy,  but  rather  to  unite  and  incorporate  it  with  the 
reft  of  Poland,  to  be  governed  iri  the  fame  manner  as  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Nobility  of  Courhnd,  who  are 
very  numerous,  were  extremely  alarmed  at  this,  and  therefore 
in  the  name  of  Duke  Ferdinand  called  a  general  Diet  in  order 
to  eleft  a  Succcflbr,  in  which  they  chofe  Count  Maurice  of 
Saxonj,  the  natural  Son  of  King  Augujlus,  afterwards.  fp«  well 
known  to  the  World  by  the  Title  of  Marfhal  Saxe.  But  Duke 
Ferdinand  having  difavowed  the  Edi<ft  by  which  the  Affembly 
was  called,  and  Poles  highly  refenting  this  Election,  King 
Auguftus  was  forced  to  declare  againft  his  Son,  and  he  was,  tho* 
not  without  Difficulty)  compelled  to  retire  by  the  Rujfian 
Troops. 
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This  was  in  the  Year  1728,  and  from  that  Time  Poland 
grew  more  and  more  uneafy,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that  the 
King  intended  to  fecure  the  Crown  to  the  Elelforal  Prince  on 
his  Deceafe,  which  they  pretended  was  a  high  Violation  of 
their  Confutation  5  tho*  their  ElefKon  of  this  very  King  rather 
than  Prince  James  Sobie/ki9  was  the  firft  Inftance  that  ever  hap- 
pened in  Poland  of  the  deceafed  King's  Son  being  fet  afide; 
their  Crown,  tho'  always  ele&ive,  having  gone  in  a  diredLine 
for  eight  hundred  Years.  King  Auguftus  laboured  all  he  could 
to  fatisfy  the  Nobility,  and  to  compofe  their  Differences,  but 
to  no  Purpofe. 

His  Sicknefs  hindered  him  from  holding  a  Diet  at  Grodno  for 
that  Year,  and  the  next  the  Fadions  were  fo  high  that  no  Diet 
could  be  held  j  upon  which  the  King  retired  much  diffatisfied 
into  Saxony,  and  the  Lithuanians  drew  up  a  ftrongPxoteft  againft 
his  leaving  the  Kingdoih  without  the  Confent  orthe  Senate,  and 
fpecified  therein  alfofeveral  other  Grievances.  The  King  called 
another  Diet  in  1730,  which  broke  up  without  coifiingto  any 
Refolution.  In  1732,  he  called  a  third  extraordinary  Diet  at 
JVarfaw  with  no  better  effeS.  He  fummoned  however  a  fourth 
extraordinary  Diet  in  the  Beginning  of  1733,  but  was  prevented 
from  holding  it,  by  Death.  His  Deceafe  happened  on  the  27th 
of  January  that  Year,  and  left  the  Affairs  of  this  Country  in 
great  Confufion. 

It  is  recent  in  every  one's  Memory,  that  the  Death  of  King 
Auguftus  of  Poland  gave  rife  to  a  bloody  War  between  the 
Houies  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon  \  but  how  this  came  about, 
and  what  were  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  different  Parties  from 
the  Beginning  of  that  Affair  to  the  End,  is  not  fo  generally  un- 
derstood, and  yet  there  is  nothing  that  deferves  to  be  tetter 
known  than  the  Myftery  of  this  whole  Tranfa&ion. 

The  late  Emperor  Charles  the  Vlth,  was  very  far  from  being 
fatisfied  with  the  Condud  of  King  Auguftus  in  the  latter  Part 
of  his  Reign,  becaufe  he  fufpe&ed,  not  without  Grounds,  that 
he  had  fome  Engagements  with  the  Courts  of  France  and  Ba- 
*varia9  far  from  being  favourable  to  the  Pragmatic  Sandion  ;  for 
which  Reafon  the  Imperial  Intereft  was  employed  in  Poland  ra- 
ther to  traverfe  than  promote  the  King's  Views  with  reiped  to 
the  SuccefEon. 

But  when  his  Poli/h  Majefty  was'  dead,  the  Imperial  Court 
found  his  Son  the  prefent  King  very  tradable  with  refpe£k  to  its 
favourite  Point  the  Pragmatic  San&ion ;  this  gave  a  new  Turn 
to  the  Councils  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  engaged  them  to 
favour  that  Meafure  which  they  had  hitherto  impeded. 
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On  die  other  hand,  France  from  firft  to  laft  openly  fup- 
ported  the  Intereft  of  King  Stanijlaus,  whofe  Hiftory,  from 
the  Time  of  bis  being  driven  out  of  Poland,  is,  in  few  Words, 
this.  His  generous  Friend  the  King  of  Sweden  -affigned  him 
his  paternal  Inheritance  the  little  Dutchy  of  Deux  Ponts  for 
his  Subfiftence,  which  he  held  fo  long  as  that  Prince  lived, 
but  upon  his  Demife  the  next  Heir  took  Pofleflion,  and  King 
Stamflams  was  forced  to  retire  to  Strajburgh,  where  he  lived 
on  the  Bounty,  as  well  as  under  the  Prote&ion  of  his  Moft 
ChrUtian  Majefty,  who  in  the  Year  1725,  married  the  Prin~ 
ce6  Alary  his  Daughter ;  which  confequently  interefted  France 
extremely  in  his  Favour.  His  numerous  Alliances,  his  fhin- 
iog  Virtues,  and  his  being  freer  from  Vices  than  a  1  moft  any 
Prince  of  his  Time,  had  preferved  him  many  Friends  in  Po- 
land;  fo  that  it  was  no  difficult  Matter  for  the  Marquefs  De 
Mmtij  the  French  Ambaflador  in  that  Kingdom  at  the  Death 
of  King  Auguftus,  in  Conjun&ion  with  the  Primate,  to  form  a 

Stent  Pa&ion  in  his  Favour,  more  cfpecially  as  they  were  born 
en  of  great  Abilities, 

But  the  Eledoral  Prince  of  Saxony  being  fupported  by  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Peter/burgh,  a  double  Election  enfued. 
King  Staniftaus,  who  pafled  into  that  Country  immediately  af- 
ter the  Throne  became  vacant,  went  to  IVarfaw,  where  he  was 
received  and  treated  as  King,  but  was  veYy  foon  driven  out 
again  by  the  Ruffian  Army  commanded  by  Count  Munich,  and 
obliged  to  retire  to  Dantvuck,  in  which  he  fuftained  a  long  Siege, 
ran  mat  Hazards,  fuffered  many  Hardfhips,  and  at  laft  with 
infinite  Difficulty  made  his  Efcape  to  Koningfberg,  where  he  was 
honourably  protected  by'the  late  King  of  Pruffia, 

In  the  mean  time  the  Crowns  of  France  znd  Spain  broke  with 
the  Emperor,  upon  Pretence  of  this  Difpute,  and  of  his  having 
fupported  King  Auguftus  III.  and  profecuted  the  War  with 
great  Vigour  in  Germany  and  Italy,  till  at  laft  having  carried 
their  Point,  and  forced  the  Emperor  to  a  Peace,  all  the  Care 
that  was  taken  of  King  Stanijlaus  was,  that  he  fhould  enjoy  th/? 
Title  of  King  of  Poland  and  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lerrasn  for  Life,  and  on  the  other  hand  France  and  Spain  ac- 
knowledged King  Auguftus. 

It  was  very  clear  from  their  whole  Management  of  this 
Affair,  that  the  Court  of  Verfailles  was  never  in  earneft  in 
the  Support  of  Stanijlaus' s  Title  to  this  Crown ;  but  made 
ufe  of  it  only  as  a  Colour,  firft  of  engaging  in  a  War  againft 
the  H<*ufe  of  Atftria,  and  next  for  obtaining  an  immediate 
Pofleflion  of  Lerrain  under  his  Name,  which  otherwife  they 
could  never  have  gained.  After  this  Peace  was  thus  conclud- 
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ftd  there  typke  out  »  War  between  the  late  Emperor,  afflftcd 
jby  the  late  Czarina  >  againft  the  Turks,  in  w})ich,  notwithftand- 
jng  the  Share  thofe  two  Powers  had  in  raifing  him  to  the 
Throne,  King  Auguftus  took  no  Part;  and  indeed  the  miferable 
Condition  his  Kingdom  was  in  from  a  fhort  but  feyere  Civil 
War,  might  very  reasonably  excufe  it. 

He  has  ever  fince  continued  in  the  peaceable  PoffeiEon  of  his 
pominions,  and  the  Poles  have  had  nothing  to  difturb  them 
but  Broils  and  Difputes  among  their  great  Families,  from  which 
they  never  were,  or  indeed  are  ever  like  to  be  free ;  fince  from 
a  miftaken  Notion  of  Liberty,  they  look  upon  the  unbounded 
Power  of  their  Nobility  as  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  their  Con- 
stitution, and  thereby  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  cheated  by  the 
Sound  of  Freedom  ouj  of  the  Thing  itfelf. 

Frederick  Auguftus  III.  King  of  Poland,  Elector  of  Saxony, 
was  ele&ed  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Dignities,  September  23,  1773, 
in  the  forty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age.  He  bad  Ions  before 
efpoufed  his  prefent  Queen  Maria-Jefiphq,  .of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  jojeph,  which  attached 
?he  Court  of  Vienna  fo  clofcly  to  his  Interefts,  as  to  make 
great  Conceflions  in  the  beforementioned  Treaty  in  1736, 
for  the  Sake  of  procuring  his  Eledion  to  be  acknowledged 
by  thofe  who  difputed  it.  Yet  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
laft  War  on  the  Score  of  the  late  Emperor's  Succeffion,  he  was 
fo  far  from,  making  ufe  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Poles  to  a/Eft 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  that  he  entered  into  the  Views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bavaria,  and,  as  Ele&or  of  Saxony,  marched  a  Body 
of  Troops  into  Bohemia,  in  Conjunction  with  the  French  and 
Prujfians  as  Auxiliaries  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI  f.  But  after 
the  Treaty  of  Brejlau,  he  went  over  again  to  the  Auflrian 
Intereft,  and  by  an  Alliance  concluded  at  fVarfaw,  undertook 
to  fend  a  Body  of  Troops  into  Bohemia,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary. 

He  likewife  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Republick  into  an 
Augmentation  of  its  Forces  to  give  Weight  to  the  fame 
jCaufe ;  but  by  an  unforefeen  Accident  the  Diet  fell  into 
'  great  Confufion,  and  rofe  without  coming  to  any  Resolution. 
The  King  of  PruJJia  (who  has  always  had  both  good  In- 
telligence and  great  Influence  in  Poland)  not  fatisfied  with 
defeating  his  Views  in  that  Country,  attacked  him  in  his  He- 
reditary Dominions  in  the  following  Winter,  made  himfeif 
Matter  of  Drefdcn,  and  forced  him  to  a  Peace  on  his  own 
Terms,  fince  which  his  Conduct  has  been  again  very  different 
from  what  it  was  before, 
' !  la 


Digitized 


by  Google 


.    [  io3  ] 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1746,  his  Polijh  Majefty  thought 
fit  to  make  fome  Promotions  in  that  Kingdom,  which  it  was 
believed  tended  to  a  Coalition  of  Parties,  and  very  foon  after 
it  was  obferved  that  (bme  of  the  Polijh  Lords,  who,  tho*  they 
were  preferred  by  the  reigning  Family,  had  never  been  con- 
fidered  as  very  warmly  attached  to  it,  interefted  themfelves  ex- 
tremely in  removing  the  Prejudices  of  fuch  as  had  continued  for 
many  Years  in  avowed  Oppofition.  The  Polijh  Minifter  at 
the  Court  of  Peterjburgh  alio  began  to  confer  clofely  with  fome 
Ambafladors  and  Envoys,  whom  till  then  he  had  avoided. 
There  grew  alfo  a  Difference,  or  at  leaft  a  Difagreement  with 
the  Court  of  Vienna*  on  account  of  the  Sums  that  were  expefted 
to  indemnify  his  PoUJh  Majefty  for  the  great  Expences  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Stay  of  the  Aujlrian  Forces  in  Saxony.  The  like. 
Syftem  of  Politicks  prevailed  the  next  Year,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  Allies  were  in  want  of  Troops,  aqd  (hewed  a  great  In-r 
duration  to  take  a  Body  of  Saxons  into  their  Pay,  which  ap- 
peared alfo  a  Meafure  not  at  all  improper  for  the  Court  of 
Dnjden  to  have  complied  with  upon  advantageous  Terms,  it 
was  waved  notwithftanding,  or  rather  flighted. 

This  occafioned  many  Speculations,  till  about  the  Middle  of 
that  Summer  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  with  the  Houfe. 
of  Bavaria,  in  confequence  of  which  the  Electoral  Prince  of 
Saxony  efpoufed  on  the  9th  of  June,  1747,  the  Princefs  Maria- 
Antonietta,  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VII.  and  \a. 
lefs  than  a  Month  after  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  married  the 
Princefs  Mary-Ann  of  Saxony.  The  World  had  fcarce  Time 
to  refle£t  on  the  Confequences  that  might  follow  from  fo  clofe 
a  Junftion  between  thefe  two  Courts,  when  their  Attention  wa$ 
farther  awakened  by  the  Report  of  a  Marriage  of  ftill  greater. 
Importance.  The  Dauphinefs^  Daughter  of  their  Catholick 
Majefties,  dying  in  Child-bed  of  a  Princefs,  it  was  forefeen 
that  the  Dauphin  could  not  long  remain  a  Widower,  and 
within  as  fhort  a  Space  as  Decency  would  allow,  the  Marriage 
of  that  Prince  was  declared  with  the  Princefs  Maria-Jofepba 
of  Saxony%  which  took  Effeft  in  the  Month  of  February  fol- 
lowing. 

It  is  true  that  thefe  Matters  belong  rather  to  the  Affairs  of  Ger- 
many than  to  thofe  of  Poland  but  inafmuch  as  they  feem  tc* 
have  operated  very  powerfully  in  that  Kingdom,  no  great  In- 
confiftency  will  appear  from  our  treating  of  them  in  this  Chapter. 
The  Court  of  RuJJia  having  granted  a  Body  of  Auxiliaries  to  the 
Maritime  Powers,  they  traverfed  Poland  about  this  Time  in, 
their  Paffage  to  Moravia  5  and  though  they  met  with  no  Inter- 
ruption^ yet  it  did  not  remain  a  Secret  to  the  World,  that  fome 
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Intrigues  tending  that  Way  had  been  fet  on  Foot  amongft  die 
Polijb  Grandees,  by  the  Count  De  la  Salle,  a  French  Officer, 
.who  had  been  in  the  Ruffian  Service,  and  was  now  charged  with 
a  Coramiflion,  or  at  leaft  had  a  publick  Character  given  him 
from  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  to  the  City  of  Dantzick  j  but 
being  a  little  flow  in  producing  his  Letters  Credentials,  though 
he  had  been  brifk  enough  in  his  former  Negotiations  at  War- 
Jaw^  he  was  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Czarina,  arretted  by  the  Ma- 
eiftrates  of  Dantzick ,  and  confined  in  their  Citadel.  This  occa- 
sioned a  great  Noife,  more  efpecially  upon  his  being  retaken  af- 
ter making  his  Efcape,  which  did  not  hinder  his  attempting  it  a 
fecond  Time  with  better  Succefs,  and  then  taking  his  Route 
through  PruJJia  he  arrived  fafely  in  France,  where  for  Form 
Sake,  he  was  arretted.  This  produced  fome  Altercations  be- 
tween the  Courts  of  Peter/burgh  and  Warfaw,  that  at  firft 
threatened  extraordinary  Confcquences,  but  by  Degrees  have 
been  buried  in  Oblivion. 

His  Polijb  Majefty  in  the  next  Spring  caufed  the  neceflary 
Preparations  to  be  made  for  holding  a  Diet,  of  the  Succefs  of 
which  there  were  great  Hopes,  more  efpecially  after  the  King's 
coming  to  Warfaw,  where  he  refided  upon  this  Occafion  lon- 
ger than  fit  any  Time  during  his  Reign.  This  however,  like 
the  former  Diet,  proved  ineffectual ;  but  the  Nobility  having 
fhewn  an  Inclination  to  fee  Prince  Xavier,  his  Polijb  Majefty's 
fecond  Son,  fettled  in  that  Capital,  it  is  believed  theit  Sollkrita* 
tions  will  not  be  flighted,  nor  is  it  at  all  improbable  that  the 
utmoft  Endeavours  will  be  ufed  to  recommend  this  young  Prince 
to  the  Affeftions  of  the  poles. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Affair  of  Courland  was  again  brought 
upon  the  Carpet,  and  the  States  of  that  Country  encouraged  to 
proceed  to  a  new  Election,  though  there  were  then  no  lefs  than 
three  Princes  who  flattered  themfelves  with  having  each  a  Title 
to  this  Duchy;  viz.  the  Marfhal  Count  Maurice  of  Saxony,  for- 
merly elected  by  the  States  ;  the  Duke  of  Biron,  once  in  PofTef- 
fion,  and  now  depofed ;  and  Prince  Lewis  of  Brunjwick  IVoU 
fenhutthy  who  was  elected  when  the  former  Duke  was  deprived. 
It  is  not  cafy  to  difcover  what  Turn  this  Affair,  which  is  ftill 
4  pending,  though  the  Number  of  Candidates  is  lefiened  by  the 
Deathof  Marfhal  Saxe,  will  take,  or  what  Meafures  the  Court 
of  Poland  will  think  proper  to  purfue  in  fo  nice  and  critical  a 
Bufmefs.  But  there  is  very  little  Reafon  to  doubt  the  De- 
cifion  of  this  Affair  will  inftruct  us  what  to  think  of  the  Views 
pf  his  Polijh  Majefty  and  his  Minifters,  and  whether  there  is 
any  Reafon  to  credit  that  Report  which  for  fome  time  pre- 
vailed, of  Poland's  entering  into  an  Alliance  with  the  Courts 
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of  VwmavcA  P$terjhtrgh9  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  for  main* 
taining  the  Tranquility  of  thofe  Parts ,  or  to  another  Rumour 
of  a  very  different .  nd  even  oppofite  Nature,  which  however  is 
not  altogether  deftitute  of  Probability. 

There  are  few  Political  Conftitutions  fo  little  known  td  the 
reft  of  Europe*  as  that  of  Poland  ;  and  yet  it  deferves  to  be 
very  well  understood,  becaufe,  taken  together,  it  is  fuch  a 
Oonftitution  as  bears  no  Refemblance  to  any  other,  ancient 
or  modern.  Thofe  who  live  under  it  have  a  King,  and  yet 
the  Government  is  (tiled,  and  that  with  Property  enough, 
a  Republick,  In  many  Cafes,  the  King  feems  to  be  no  more 
limited  than  another  Prince ;  and  yet  Experience  (hews  that 
he  can  do  little  or  nothing.  The  Nobility  of  Poland  are  the 
moft  powerful  and  independent  of  any  perhaps  in  the  whole 
World  ;  and  yet  they  hate  an  Ariftocracy,  becaufe  that  would 
make  them  fubjeft  to  fome  of  their  own  Body,  whereas  they  ac- 
count themfelves  equal.  They  are  paffionately  fond  of  Liberty, 
and  yet  they  feldom  enjoy  it  j  for  either  they  are  Penfioners  to 
Foreign  Crowns,  the  Creatures  of  their  own  Prince,  or  are 
engaged  in  fome  Fa&on  or  other,  fo  that  they  are  often 'go* 
verned  bv  Intereft,  as  often  by  Prejudice,  and  feldom  or  never 
by  Principle  or  Reaibn. 

They  are  indifputably  as  bfave  as  any  People  in  the  World, 
and  Poland  Alone  has  brought  one  hundred  thoufand  Horfe 
into  the  Field  ;  yet  no  Army  has  been  lb  often  beat,  no  Coun- 
try fo  frequently  over-run.  They  are  generally  fpeaking  far 
from  being  rich,  and  yet  they  are  the  only  Nation  in  the 
World  afraid  of  Commerce,  and  that  provide  by  Law  againft 
the  railing  a  naval  Power.  They  have  been  for  fome  Ages 
declining,  mdyet  they  have  feldom  or  never  taken  any  Step  to 
prevent  it.  Their  Political  Conftitution  has  been  the  continual 
Source  of  their  Misfortunes,  and  yet  they  are  fond  of  it  to  a 
Degree  of  Enthuliafm,  and  which  is  (till  more  extraordinary, 
are  moft  zealous  for  thofe  Points  of  it,  by  which  they  have 
fuffered  moft.  This  is  a  fair  and  juft  Reprefentation  of  the 
State  of  Poland ;  and  whoever  conftders  it  will  be  certainly  of 
Opinion,  that  the  Caufes  from  which  fuch  ftrange  and  remark- 
able Events  flow,  deferve  to  be  enquired  into,  and  made  known  i 
for  tho'  in  general,  there  are  few  People  ignorant  of  the  Fads 
before  ftated,  yet  the  Fountains  from  whence  they  fpring  have 
not  been  fo  clearly  difcovered  as  they  deferve, 

The  only  Piftindions  in  Poland^  are  Peafants,   Citizens, 

and  Nobility.    As  to  the  firft,    they  are  the  moft  miferabla 

People  on  Earth,  for  they  belong  abfolutcly  to  their  Lords ; 
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they  have  no  Poflcffions,  nor  can  they  have  any ;  they  work 
three  or  four  Days  in  a  Week  for  their  Matters,  without  Meat 
or  Wages,  and  employ  the  reft  of  their  Time  to  gain  a  poor 
Subfiftence  for  themfelves.  What  they  hold  is  at  the  Will  of 
their  Lords;  and  if  one  of  thefe  gives  a  Piece  of  Land  to  a 
Peafant,  he  orders  his  other  Peafants  to  build  a  Houfe  for  him, 
and  to  furmfli  him  with  a  Cow,  Hens,  Geefe,  and  as  much 
Rye  as  will  keep  binTa  Year.  As  they  labour  for  their  Lord  in 
Time  of  Peace,  fo  if  he  is  difpofed  to  quarrel,  they  mud  fight 
for  him  likewife,  and  they  do  both  willingly  and  chear fully. 
They  are  confidered  by  their  Matters,  and  confider  themfelves 
as  their  abfolute  Property ;  and  therefore  if  ill  treated  they  bear 
it,  and  if  well  ufed  they  are  thankful. 

Learning  is  the  only  Road  to  Liberty,  and  if  a  Peafant  be 
ordained  a  Prieft  he  is  free ;  but  then  no  Man  can  fend  his  Son 
to  School,  or  the  Univerfity,  without  the  Lord's  Leave  ;  This 
low  Condition  abafes  their  Minds,  and  puts  it  pretty  much 
out  of  their  Power  to  revolt.  The  People  in  Towns  are  in  a 
Condition  very  little  better ;  they  may  indeed  purchafe,  which 
a  Peafant  cannot,  but  then  this  extends  only  to  a  few  Houfes, 
and  to  a  certain  frnall  Quantity  of  Ground  within  a  League  of 
the  Place  in  which  they  live.  The  Citizens  of  Dantzitk,  and 
of  fome  other  Places  in  PruJJia,  as  well  as  thofc  of  Crac<nv% 
Leopold^  and  Vllna^  are  exempted  from  thefe  ReftricYtons,  and 
live  in  fome  meafure  like  other  People. 

With  refpeft  to  the  Nobility  of  Poland^  every  Gentleman  or 
Nobleman  has  his  Coat  of  Arms  granted  by  the  Republick ; 
but  then  he,  or  fome  of  his  Family,  mull  have  an  Eftate  there 
in  Land.  They  are  capable  of  the  greateft  Offices  in  the  King- 
dom, and  may  buy  Lands  where  they  pleafe;  and  have  each  of 
them  a  Right  to  be  ele&ed  King,  if  their  Credit  and  Intereft 
can  procure  it.  Every  Gentleman  is  a  Sovereign  Prince  in  his 
own  Lands,  and  has  Power  of  Life  and  Death  over  his  own 
Tenants,  who  have  no  Laws  or  Privileges  to  protect  them, 
They  dare  not  leave  his  Lands  to  refide  in  others  on  Pain  of 
Death,  unlefs  he  fells  them,  and  if  he  do,  his  Tenants  pafs 
with  his  Lands;  but  if  their  Lords  ravifh  their  Wives  or  Daugh- 
ters, the  Tenants  may  leave  their  Service. 

If  one  Lord  kills  another's  Peafant,  he  is  not  punifhed  for 
it,  but  obliged  only  to  give  him  another  in  his  Room,  or 
as  much  Money  as  will  buy  one,  and  to  maintain  the  Family 
of  him  that  is  killed.  If  he  kills  one  of  his  own  Slaves,  he 
only  pays  a  fmall  Fine ;  nay,  if  one  Gentleman  kills  another, 
he  cannot  be  apprehended  or   imprifoned,    unlefe  eonvieled 
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by  a  Court  of  Juftice,  which  gives  him  Time  enough  to 
cfcape  ;  and  when  condemned,  he  cannot  be  executed  without 
the  King's  Confent.  No  Soldiers  can  be  quartered  upon 
the  Gentry;  if  any  Officer  does  it,  the  Diet  either  fentences 
him  to  die,  or  declares  him  infamous.  ,  The  Houfes  of  the 
Nobility  are  Sanctuaries,  fo  that  no  Delinquent  can  be  taken 
thence  by  Force,  though  he  fhould  be  arretted,  and  fly  thither 
afterwards. 

All  the  Gentry  of  Poland  are  equal  by  Birth,  and  there* 
Core  they  do  not  value  Titles  of  Honour,  but  think  that 'of 
a  Noble  Pole j  or  Gentleman  of  Poland,  the  greateft  they  can 
have.  Neither  the  King  or  Republick  beffow  the  Title  qf 
Prince,  which  belongs  only  to  the  Sons  of  the  Royal  Family  ; 
For  though  fome  Potijb  Nobles  are  made  Princes  of  the  Empire, 
and  as  fuch  enjoy  the  Title  of  Prince,  they  have  no  Prece- 
dency upon  that  Account ;  nor  have  they  any  Dukes,  Mar? 
quifies,  Counts,  Vifcounts  or  Barons,  but  what  have  Foreign 
Titles,  which  the  reft  generally  defpife ;  for  they  do  not  value 
any  borrowed  Character,  or  lofty  Denomination,  but  fay  it  is 
intrinlick  Worth  and  Services  done  to  their  Country  that  de- 
fcrve  Preferment. 

King  SigJJhmnd  III.  eftahliflied  an  Order  of  Knighthood  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception,  created  feveral  Knights,  and  allowed 
them  Privileges  and  Superiority  above  others ;  but  they  were  fo 
much  undervalued  and  defpifed  by  the  reft  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  their  Country,  that  the  Order  foon  came  to  nothing.  Thefe 
great  Privileges  make  the  Polijb  Gentry  powerful.  Many  of 
them  have  affo  large  Territories,  with  a  defpotick  Power  over 
their  Subjects  j  fome  of  them  have  Eftates  of  five,  fome  of  fif- 
teen, fome  of  twenty,  and  fome  of  thirty  Leagues  in  Extent. 
But  the  pooreft  Gentry  have  their  Votes  in  the  Diet  as  well  as 
the  richeft ;  fome  of  them  are  hereditary  Sovereigns  of  Cities, 
with  which  the  King  has  nothing  to  do.  Prince  Lubomirjki 
poflefles  about  four  thoufand  Towns  and  Villages  j  feveral  of 
them  can  raife  five,  fix,  eight,  and  ten  thoufand  Men,  and 
maintain  them  at  their  own  Charge. 

After  all  thi«,  which  is  collected  from  Books,  it  is  requifite 
to  inform  the  Reader,  that  notwithftanding  what  all  Writers 
tell  us  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  Polijb  Nobility,  it  is  to  be  unr 
derftood  with  great  Reftridions,  for  they  are  moft  of  them 
very  little  better  in  fact  than  our  Highland  Chiefs;  and  though 
it  be  true  that  they  can  raife  and  maintain  confiderable  Bodies  of 
Troops,  yet  it  is  generally  fpeaking  to  be  underftood  in  their  own 
Country,  where  inftead  of  (erving  to  any  good  Purpofe,  they 
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only  prove  t  Means  of  difturbing  the  State,   and  hindering 
the  Execution  of  Juftice.    There  are  indeed  twelve  or  fifteen 

Seat  Families,  that  may  be  considered  rather  as  Princes  than 
obility,  which  have  great  Revenues,  large  Territories,  and 
exorbitant  Power;  as  for  Inftance,  Prince  Lubomirfki,  who  has 
at  leaft  fixty  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  and  who  has 
fomctimes  had  feven  thoufand  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons,  in 
his  own  Pay. 

The  Radzivil  Family  were  formerly  very  powerful ;  fo  were 
alfo  the  Princes  of  Sapieba;  and  the  Families  of  Czartorijki, 
Jablonowjki,  Pryxem/ki,  Lifjki,  and  Poniatow/ki,  are  fo  now. 
*£he  King  of  Poland  might  formerly  ennoble  any  Man,  but  at 

trefent  he  only  propofes  fuch,  and  they  are  ennobled  by  the 
)iet ;  but  whoever  is  raifed  to  the  Magiftracy  in  Cracow  or 
Vilna,  is  thereby  ennobled  for  himfelf  and  his  rofterity.  No- 
bility may  be  alfo  forfeited  various  Ways,  as  by  committing  an 
infamous  Crime,  by  exercifing  any  Retail  Trade ;  but  as  for 
the  Produ£h  of  their  own  Eftates,  the  Polijb  Nobility  may  fell 
and  export  them  Cuftom-free.  Their  Honours  are  Hkewife 
forfeited  by  bearing  any  Office  in  Cities  or  Towns  that  are  not 
privileged. 

The  Government  of  this  Country  is  entirely  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility.  The  Archbifhop  of  Gnefna  is 
Primate  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Pope's  Legate  born,  that  is, 
in  Virtue  of  his  Office ;  he  has  a  Gold  Crofe  carried  before  him 
when  he  goes  to  the  Diet,  or  to  the  King ;  and  when  he  fits, 
his  Chaplain  holds  it  behind  his  Chair.  He  is  the  firft  Subjed 
in  the  Kingdom  at  all  Times,  but  during  the  Interregnum  he 
may  coin  Money  in  his  own  Name ;  all  the  Officers  of  the 
King's  Houfhold  attend  him,  and  he  enjoys  the  Revenue  of  the 
Crown  for  that  Time.  There  are  befides  fixteen  Ecclefiaftical 
Senators,  and  the  Number  of  Lay  Senators  is  but  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight. 

In  order  to  underftand  this  perfedly,  it  is  neceffary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  is  divided  into  Palatinates, 
each  of  which  is  governed  by  a  Palatini,  who  is  in  the  Nature 
of  a  Lord  Lieutenant,  appointed  by  the  King  for  Life ;  and 
the  Office  of  Senator  is  annexed  to  his  Dignity.  It  belongs 
likewife  to  the  Governors  of  moft  of  the  ftrong  Places  in 
the  Kingdom,  who  are  called  Caftellans.  The  Governors  of 
Cities  are  ftiled  Starofts,  but  very  few  of  them  are  Senators, 
An  Example  will  make  this  Matter  clearer  than  all  that  can 
be  faid  about  it.  Gnat  Poland  is  divided  into  two  Provinces  : 
Poland  Proper,  and  Cujavia  5  of  thefe  the  former  contains 
five  Palatinates,   and  the  latter  two.     The  firft  Palatinate  in 
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Poland  is  that  of  Po/kaniay  which  contains  two  Cities,  Pojl 
nan  and  Gtufna,  and  twelve  large  Towns  ;  the  Senators  from 
this  Palatinate  are  the  ArchbiiEop  of  Gnefna,  the  Bifliop  of 
Pofnan,  the  Palatine,  and  the  Caftellan  of  that  City,  and  fix 
other  CafteHans.  The  City  of  Gntfna  has  a  Caftellan,  but  ho 
»  not  a  Senator  ;  and  the  City  of  Pofnan  has  a  Starofta  or 
Mayor,  who  is  chofen  annually,  and  while  he  is  in  Office  heart 
the  Tide  of  General  of  Great  Poland >  but  he  is  no  Senator  for 
all  that, 

AH  the  Senators  take  an  Oath  to  preferve  inviolable  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Republick,  and  the  King  can 
do  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Confent.  Four  of 
the  Senators  always  attend  their  Prince  wherever  he  is,  an^j 
have  a  Right  to  examine  into  every  thing,  and  to  give  hinw 
what  Advice  they  think  right  Once  in  three  Years  the  King 
is  obliged  to  call  a  Diet,  or  an  AflembJy  of  the  States ;  but 
he  may  by  the  Advice  of  the  Senate  call  a  Diet  at  any  other 
Time,  but  then  it  is  ftiled  an  extraordinary  Diet.  It  is  a 
fundamental  Point  of  their  Conftitution,  that  their  ordinary 
Diet  fhall  meet  twice  at  Warfaw,  and  once  at  Grodno  in 
Lithuania. 

When  the  King  refolves  to  aflemble  the  States,  he  fends 
his  Circular  Letters  of  Summon,  which  are  ftiled  Univtrfalia, 
to  each  Palatinate,  fix  Weeks  before  the  Day  of  Meeting,  in 
which  be  exprefles  the  Time,  Place,  and  Matters  to  be  con- 
fiilted  upon*  Then  the  Lefler  Diets  are  convened  in  each 
Palatinate,  in  which  the  Nobility  meet  to  chufe  their  Deputies, 
or  Nuncios  as  they  are  called ;  of  whom  Poland  fends  •  one 
hundred  and  Jeventy-eight,  and  Pruffia  feventy.  Theft  Mem- 
bers are  not  ek£bd  by  Plurality  of  Voices,  but  unanimously  ; 
and  if  this  cannot  be  brought  about,  they  break  up  in  Confu- 
fion.  The  Grand  Diet  confifts  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfe ; 
the  Former  is  compofed  of  the  Senators^  the  Latter  of  the 
Nuncios.  The  firft  Step  to  be  taken  is  for  the  Lower  Houfe 
to  ele£k  a  Marital  or  Speaker,  about  which  they  frequently 
difegreee,  and  fo  break  up  in  Confufion,  and  there  ends  that 
Diet. 

But  if  this  Point  be  once  well  got  over,  they  then  enter 
upon  Bufinefs,  and  Bills  are  brought  in  ;  but  as  every  Nuncifc 
has  a  Negative  Vote,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  there  can 
be  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  condu&  an  Affair  of  any 
Confequence  through  fudi  an  Aflemblv  ;  yet  when  this  can 
be  done,  five  Days  before  the  Clofe  or  the  Diet  the  Nuncios 
to  into  the  Upper  Houfe,  and  there  with  the  Senators  revifc 
and  fettle  all  that  has  paffed  in  the  Scffion.    The   utinoft 
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Tiriie  the  Diet  cart  fit  is  fix  Weeks,  and  if  Bufiriefs  cannot 
be  done  in  that  Tiifie*  it  is  left  undone,  let  the  Confequence 
be  what  it  will ;  as  in  1649,  when  the  Turks  and  Coffach  had 
.  almoft  over -run  the  whole  Kingdom.  Before  they  rife,  the 
Marfiial  or  Speaker  goes  in  their  Name  to  take  Leave  of  the 
King,  which  he  does  by  a  civil  or  faucy  Speech,  juft  as  he 
is  in  the  Humour:  The  Reafon  why  the  Seffion  is  confined 
to  fo  fhort  a  Time,  is  this  \  The  Nobility  bring  with  them 
fuch  a  Number  of  Guards  and  Domefticks,  that  they  are  by  that 
Time  eat  up,  and  cannot  really  afford  to  ftay  any  longer. 

The  King,  during  the  Time  the. Diet  fits,  doubles  his 
Guards,  that  he  may  be  fecure  againft  any  Infults ;  for  with- 
out doubt,  there  is  no  Affembly  in  the  World  where  Diforders 
rile  to  fuch  a  Height  as  in  a  Polijh  Diet ;  for  there  the  Deputies 
not  only  take  the  Liberty  to  fpeak  freely  of  the  King's  Govern- 
ment, but  will  even  abufe  him  to  his  Face. 

When  the  Throne  becomes  vacant  by  Death,  Depofition, 
or  voluntary  Abdication,  the  Archbifhop  of  Gnefna  a£b  as 
Inter-Rex,  ifliies  Circular  Letters  to  acquaint  the  Provinces 
with  it,  and  to  fummon  a  general  Convocation  of  the  Gentry 
to  meet  at  Warfaw.  Before  this  Meeting  the  little  Diets  or 
Dietines  take  Care  to  fecure  the  Roads  from  Thieves,  and  to 
guard  the  Frontiers  againft  Invafions,  and  Spies  are  fent  into  all 
Neighbouring  Countries  to  difcover  their  Defigns.  They  fiiffer 
none  to  go  out  or  come  into  their  Kingdom  till  the  Election 
is  over ;  all  Foreign  Letters,  though  to  Senators,  are  inter- 
cepted ;  the  Highways  are  block'd  up  with  Trees,  and  Ambuf- 
cades  are  placed  about  them.  None  muft  write  to  the  Army 
during  this  Time  j  the  Ufc  of  Fire-Arms  is  forbid  to  the  Peo- 
ple, and  all  Taverns  are  (hut  up.  The  Diet  confifts  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Gnefnay  who  reprefents  the  King,  and  the  other 
Senators,  with  the  Deputies  of  the  Provinces. 

In  the  firft  Place  they  fend  fome  of  the  Senators  to  the  Army 
to  diredt  the  Affairs  of  War ;  others  have  the  Charge  of 
the  Treafure  j  and  till  a  King  is  eledted,  the  Senate  claims 
the  Title  of  Serene  from  Foreign  Governments.  The  Diet 
for  ordering  Affairs  relating  to  the  Election  fits  only  a  Fortnight, 
during  which  Time  all  Courts  of  Judicature  ceafe,  except  that 
of  the  Marfhal.  Moft  crown'd  Heads,  Princes,  and  States, 
fend  Ambafladors  at  fuch  Times  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Pope 
fends  his  Nuncio.  A  Gentleman  is  appointed  to  attend  every 
fuch  Foreign  Minifter,  to  prevent  their  corrupting  the  EJe&ors 
with  Money.  But  this  Precaution  is  of  little  Ufe  now.  When 
the  Diet  ends,  the  Deputies  retire  to  their  refpe&ivs  Pro- 
vinces, 
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vine**,  acquainting  their  Conftitucnts  with  the  Proceedings 
and  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Eledtionj  and  then  the  Gentry 
advife  among  themfelves  what  is  fit  to  be  propofed  in  the 
Diet. 

This  Diet  of  Ele&ion,  before  the  Union  of  Poland  with  the 
Great  Duchy  of  Lithuania?  was  held  at  Petrico?  but  fince  that 
Time  is  held  in  a  Field  half  a  League  from  Warfaw%  near 
the'  Village  Wola?  and  muft  not  continue  above  fix  Weeks. 
There  is  a  great  Hall  of  Boards  ere&ed  here  for  the  Senate. 
They  firft  go  to  Church  to  pray  God  to  diredt  them  in  their 
Choice;  then  the  Nobility  choofe  their  Speaker,  who  takes 
an  Oath  that  he  will  receive  no  Bribes,  keep  no  Correfpon- 
dence  with  any  of  the  Competitors,  and  do  nothing  without 
the  Confent  of  the  Republick.  The  Deputies  fit  in  the  open 
Field.  After  they  have  appointed  a  Court  of  Juftice  during 
the  Inter-r«gnum,  all  the  Senators  and  Deputies  take  an  Oath 
on  their  Knees,  adminiftered  by  the  Primate,  to  maintain 
Union  among  themfelves,  and  to  acknowledge  none  for  Kingv 
but  him  that  is  lawfully  and  unanimoufly  eleded ;  and  fwear  to 
preferve  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Republick.  They  an- 
nul all  Decrees  of  Tribunals,  and  all  the  Statutes  of  Kings, 
that  intrench  on  their  Liberties  \  and  the  Generals  are  fworn  to 
remove  their  Forces  from  the  Place  of  their  Diet;  then  the 
Diet  gives  Audience  to  Ambafiadors  from  the  Competitors  or 
others,  who  are  very  liberal  to  the  Deputies,  by  giving  Prcfents, 
and  keeping  an  ppen  Table,  &c. 

After  the  Aifibafladors  have  had  Audience,  they  proceed  to 
the  Election.  If  the  Votes  be  unanimous,  the  Primate  de- 
mands three  times,  if  the  Exorbitances  and  Grievances  be 
redrefled  ;  and  if  anfwered  in  the  Affirmative,  he  declares  the 
King  elc«a,  which  is  alfo  done  by  the  Marihal  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Marihal  of  the  Great  Duchy,  and  then  T$  Deum  is 
fung.  At  the  Time  of  the  Election,  the  Diet  form  an  AA  for 
the  Security  of  their  Liberties,  which  is  ftiled  the  Pafta  Con- 
venta?  and  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Contrail  between  the  King  and 
the  Republick,*  which  is  figned  by  the  Ambafiadors  from  the 
Prince  ele&ed,  who  take  an  Oath  to  obferve  them  in  his  Name. 
He  afterwards  fwears  to  them  in  Perfon,  before  he  be  recogniz- 
ed, and  again  at  his  Coronation.  As  this  Pafla  Conventa  is  the 
ftule  of  the  King  of  Poland's  Government,  and  contains  the 
Maxims  which  he  is  obliged  to  follow,  the  Reader  will  not  be 
diTpleafed  to  fee  the  common  Form  of  it,  efpecially  as  we  have 
reduced  it  into  a  narrow  Compaft,  though  without  any  Detri- 
ment to  the  Senfe. 

The 
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The  (landing  Points  of  the  Pa£la  Convtnta,  or  the  Royal 
Capitulation,  are :  "  That  the  King  (hall  not  appoint  any 
«  Succefibr,  but  prcferve  all  the  Laws  for  the  Freedom  of 
"  Election  ;   that  he  (hall  pretend  to  no  Right  of  coining  Mo- 

- <€  ncy,  but  leave  that  in  the  Hands  of  the  Republick ;    that 
«  he  will  ratify  and  confirm  all  the  Treaties  made  with  Fo- 

**  reign  Princes  ;   that  he  will  mainuin  the  Tranquility  of  the 
««  Publick ;    that  he  will  not  declare  War  againft  any  Piince, 

€<  bring  Foreign  Troops  into  the  Kingdom,  nor  fuffer  any  to  go 
«*  out,  nor  levy  any  new  Troops,  without  the  Confent  of  the 
*<  Diet  ;  that  all  Field-Officers  (hall  be  either  PoLs,  Ltthua- 
«*  mans,  or  Natives  of  thofe  Provinces  depending  on  the  Crown 
"  of  Poland;  that  all  Officers  of  the  Guards  (hall  be  either 
*c  Poles,  Lithuanians,  or  Natives  of  thofe  Provinces  depending 
«'  on  the  Crown  of  Poland,  and  their  Colonel  a  Polijh  Noble- 
•*  man  ;  and  all  fwear  to  be  fubje£t  to  the  Grand  Marshal'; 
*'  that  he  (hall  not  ufe  his  Privy  Seal  in  Affairs  that  concern  the 
«'  Republick  ;  that  he  (hall  give  no  Man  more  Places  than 
**  the  Law  allows  ;  after  a  Place  has  been- vacant  fix  Weeks, 
"  he  (hall  beftow  it  on  fome  well  qualified  Polijb  Gentleman; 
"  that  he  (hall  not  marry  without  the  Confent  of  the  Senate, 
"  who  '(hall  affign  his  Queen  what  Revenue  they  plcafe ;  that 
«  by  the  Confent  of  his  Council  he  (hall  regulate  the  Num- 
<c  ber  of  his  Troops,  and  preferve  good  Diltipline;  that  he 
w  (hall  build  no  Fleet  without  the  Advice  of.  the  Senate ; 
«  that  he  (hall  not  diminish  his  Treafure  in  the  Caftle  of 
«*  Cracow,  but  rather  increafe  it;  that  he  (hall  borrow  no 
"  Money  without  the  Confent  of  the  Diet ;  that  he  (hall  al* 
"  ways  adminifter  Juftice  by  the  Advice  of  his  Senators  ;  that 
<€  he  (hall  be  content  with  the  Revenue  of  his  Predeceflbrs ; 
€<  that  no  Strangers  be  introduced  into  his  Councils,  and  that 
c<  he  (hall  beftow  no  Offices  or  Dignities  upon  them  5  that 
"  he  (hall  not  diminifli  any  of  the  Offices  at  his  Difpofal ; 
«  that  he  (hall  maintain  and  defend  all  Rights,  Liberties,  and 
4<  Privileges  granted  by  former  Kings  to  the  Poles  or  Lithua- 
"  nians,  or  to  any  of  the  Provinces  that  depend  en  thefe  two 
M  Nations,"  To  thefe  Articles  they  add  others  occafionally, 
according  to  the  Circumftances  of  Time,  or  the  Quality  of 
the  Perfon  elected. 

We  have  feen  how  much  the  Power  of  this  Monarch  is 
limited,  and  how  impracticable  it  is  for  him,  if  he  was  ever 
fo  much  inclined  to  it,  to  make  any  iuccefsful  Attempt  upon 
their  Liberties.  We  will  now  mention  the  Advantages  he 
receives  from  his  high  Dignify.  In  the  firft  Place  it  muft  be 
allowed  that  his  Dominions  are  dill  wry  large  and  extenfive, 
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thougfi  fcveral  Provinces  have  been  cut  off  from  them  by 
powerful  Neighbours,  and  that  his  Subjedte  are  a  very  brave 
and  generons  Pe6ple.  His  Revenue  is  very  confiderable,  ari- 
fing  from  Cuftoms,  the  Tribute  paid  by  the  Je%vs  and  Tar- 
tars, the  Revenue  drawn  from  the  Salt  Mines  and  from  the 
Crown  Lands  ;  which  with  various  other  Branches,  make  up 
all  together  better  than  one  hundred  ahd  fifty  thoufand  Pounds 
fer  Annum.  He  beftows  all  Employments,  Offices,  and  Pre- 
ferments that  are  in  any  Country  in  the  Power  of  the  Crowf), 
Ecclefiaftica),  Civil,  or  Military  ;  but  he  can  refume  none;  fo 
that  though  he  may  do  much  by  Hope,  yet  he  has  none  of  that 
Influence  which  arifes  from  Fear ;  Yor  thofe  who  are  prefer- 
red by  him,  very  often  defeft  him  :  And  what  may  be  thought 
very  ftrange  in  tome  Countries,  is  very  frequent  in  Poland;  the 
fhorteft  Road  to  Preferment*  is  that  of  Oppofition,  which  is 
attended  with  many  Inconveniencies,  and  is  the  principal  £aufe 
that  the  Crown  and  the  Nation  both  are  funk  fo  low  as  at  pre- 
fent;  when,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Noife  of  their  Domeftick 
Diftra&ions,  the  reft  of  Europe  would  fcarce  know  any  thing 
of  them,  or  what  they  are  doing.  - 

The  King  fwears  to  protedt  four  Religions,  viz.  the  Romijh, 
the  Proteftant,  the  Greek,  and  that  of  the  Jews,  for  which 
the  latter  pay  about  twelve  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year.  In 
the  Great  Ducby  of  Lithuania  there  are  many  Thoufands  of 
Tartars,  who  are  allowed  the  Exercife  of  the  Mahometan  Reli- 
gion ;  and  on  the  Frontiers  there  are  ftill  fome  Pagans.  As 
to  the  Military  Affairs  of  the  Country,  there  are  two  Hand- 
ing Armies  -kept  in  conftant  Pay,  each  under  the  Command 
of  two  Generals,  diftinguifhed  under  the  Titles  of  Great  and 
Little,  The  firft,  which  is  the  Crown  Army  of  Poland^  con- 
ftfh  of  36,000  Men,  and  that  of  Lilbuanid  of  120CO5  but 
they  are  very  indifferently  fubfifted,  and  worfe  difciplined ;  fa 
that  they  fddom  make  any  grett  Figure*  which  is  chiefly 
Owing  to  the  Badnefs  of  their  Infantry;  to  qualify  which  they 
have  fomfe  Foreign  Troops  in  their  Pay,  and  heretofore  they 
had  their  Cdffach,  who,  though  they  might  not  be  as  good 
Troops  as  any  in  Europe,  though  they  are  fo  ftiled  by  many 
Authors,  were  much  better  certainly  than  any  that  could  be  . 
brought  againft  them  ;  but  moft  of  thefe  have  now  put  them- 
felves  under  the  Protetfion  of  Rujjia,  which  is  a  great  and  in- 
deed an  irreparable  Lofe  to  the  Poles, 

The  Reader,  afttr  perufing  this  Account,  will  very  proba- 
bly wonder  how  under  fuch  a  Conftitution  the  Wheel  cf  Go- 
vernment can  be  at  all  kept  in  Motion,  or  how  it  is  poflible 
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that  Men  of  Senfe  and  publick  Spirit  can  be  fo  ftrangely 
fond  of  a  Conftitution,  produfiive  of  to  many  difaftrous  Con- 
fequences ;  we  will  therefore  endeavour  to  give  fome  Account 
of  both. 

As  to  the  firft,  when  the  King  finds  he  can  do  nothing  in 
the  Diet  for  the  publick  Service,  he  has  recourfe  to  what  is 
called  a  Senatus  Confilium.  which  is  exa&ly  the  fiume  thing  with 
what  wc  had  formerly  here  in  England,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Great  Council  of  the  Peers  ;  yet  the  Ads  of  this  Aflembly  are 
but  of  doubtful  Authority  in  Poland \  however  they  are  better 
than  none,  and  have  often  done  great  Service  to  the  State.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  Nobility  think  themfelves  at  any  time 
oppreffed  or  aggrieved,  they  form  what  are  called  Confederacies 
which  arefo  far  legal,  that  I  don't  find  in  their  Hiftory  fuch  as 
have  taken  Steps  of  this  Nature,  have  been  often  treated  as 
Rebels. 

As  to  the  latter  Point,  the  Polijb  Nobility  are  fond  of  their 
Conftitution,  firft  becaufe  it  preferves  their  Power,  which  though 
they  are  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Poland,  they  are 

S leafed  to  call  Liberty,  that  their  particular  and  exorbitant 
Privileges  may  pafe  for  publick  Bleffings.  In  the  next  (dace, 
they  like  this  Form  of  Government,  becaufe  every  Gentleman 
of  Poland  knows  that  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  his  Pofterity's  wear- 
ing the  Crown  ;  and  laftly,  they  are  attached  to  this  Form  of 
Rule,  becaufe  every  Ele&ion.brings  half  a  Million  Sterling  in- 
to their  Country,  and  a  great  Part  of  that  Sum  into  their  roc- 
kets. But  then,  inftead  of  avowing  thefe  Principles,  they  are 
pleafed  to  alledge,  that  their  Conftitution  obliges  Kings  to  go- 
vern by  Law,  fecures  the  Nobility  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Rights,  defends  them  from  the  Inconveniencies  that  attend  a 
Minority,  and  keeps  them  from  being  Slaves,  like  the  Turks, 
Tartars,  and  fome  of  their  Neighbours. 

The  Intereft  of  Poland,  with  refpeft  to  Foreign  Powers, 
lies  in  a  very  narrow  Compafs,  fince  as  Things  ftand  at  pre- 
fent,  they  feem  to  be  in  no  great  Danger  of  being  involved 
in  War  with  any  of  their  Neighbours.  The  Power  of  the 
Ruffians  might  juftly  alarm  them,  if  his  Polijb  Majefty  was 
not  fo  dofely  connected  with  the  Czarina.  The  Turks  were. 
very  formidable  to  them  heretofore,  and  fo  were  the  Tartars, 
but  their  Alliances  with  the  German  and  Ruffian  Empires  fecurej 
them  from  all  Apprehenfions  now.  They  were  anciently  very 
jealous  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria,  as  apprehending  (he  was  de«* 
flrous  of  obtaining  their  Kingdom  in  the  Manner  (he  had 
done  thofe  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary  j   and  this  it  was  that 
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h&At  thetti  incline  to  the  French)  who  have  (pent  large  Sums 
of  Money  to  keep  up  a  Fa&ion  in  that  Country,  and  perhaps . 
their  Piftoles  find  a  Way  thither  ftilL 

The  King  of  Pruffia  is  a  Prince  with  whom  the  Poles  ought 
to  live  upon  good  Terms  j  as  we  (hall  (hew  hereafter,  there  are 
many  Reafons  to  induce  that  Monarch  to  live  upon  good  Terms 
with  diem.  With  the  Swedes  they  have  now  very  little  to  do* 
the  Ruffians  having  taken  from  them  the  Provinces  they  conquer- 
ed from  the  Poles  5  fo  that  unlets  the  Face  of  Affairs  (hould 
change  in  the  North,  Poland  is  like  to  continue  quiet  enough* 
at  lean  till  her  Throne  becomes  once  more  vacant* 

We  might  conclude  from  hence,  the  Tranquility  of  Poland 
ought  to  be  greater  than  ever,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  more 
fecure  from  the  Views  of  ambitious  Neighbours*  We  might 
Jikewife  conceive  that  in  a  Time  of  fo  much  Serenity  and 
Safety,  the  true  Patriots  in  this  Country  would  examine  into 
the  Defeats,  and  apply  proper  Remedies  for  restoring  the 
Vigour  of  their  Government ;  and  we  might  be  farther  tempted 
to  hope  they  would  carefully  ufe  their  utmoft  Precautions  to 
prevent  the  Revival  of  publick  Difturbances  among  them*  be* 
fore  they  are  inevitably  brought  on  them  by  every  new  Vacancy 
of  the  Throne. 

In  Juftice  however  to  Truth*  it  muft  be  confefled  that 
their  prefent  Situation  is  as  remote  from  this  as  can  be  well 
imagined  %  their  Diviiions  are  far  from  being  healed,  the  Con- 
dition of  publick  Affairs  is  as  bad  or  worfe  than  ever  j  all  this 
»  reprefented  to  the  States,  and  to  the  whole  World  at  the 
meeting  of  every  Diet,  where  proper  Remedies  are  fuggefted, 
methodized  and  reafoned  upon  with  great  Force  and  Spirit, 
yet  in  the  End  there  is  nothing  concluded,  but  all  things  are 
fuffered  to  run  from  bad  to  worfe  J  fo  that  in  reality,  no  Nation 
was  ever  in  a  more  haplefe,  helplefs,  or  hopelefs  Condition. 

In  this  Situation  of  Things,  the  prefent  King  feems  to  have 
afted  with  all  the  Temper  and  Moderation  poffible,  fo  that  the 
Piles  are  obliged  to  take  the  Weight  of  their  Misfortunes  upon 
themfelves,  and  cannot  fo  much  as  find  a  Colour  of  imputing 
it  to  their  Prince  or  his  Minifters.  It  is  however  thought  that 
his  Majefty  has  fome  Views,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  for  en- 
gaging the  Nobility  to  ele£  his  fecond  Son  Prince  Xavier,  a 
Scheme  in  itfelf  very  rational,  and  which  feems  to  prpmife  aa 
©•eat  Advantages  to  the  Nation  as  to  the  Royal  Family  i  for  that 
Prince  would  be  then  entirely  fettled  in  Poland^  and  could  have 
no  other  Views  than  for  the  Welfare  and  Glory  of  that  King- 
dom, It  is  however  very  poffible  that  this  Dcrlign  may  pe  tra* 
verfcd   by  that  foreign  Influence,  which  for  many  Years  paft 
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has  divided,  diftra&ed,  and  dcftroyed  the  Force,  the  Credit,  and 
Happinefs  of  the  Polijh  Nation* 

In  order  to  enter  into  the  Reafon  of  this,  we  muft  call  to 
mind  the  Principles  laid  down  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Sedion, 
and  remember  that  if  the  real  Intereft  of  Poland  was  to  be 
purfued,  it  is  ftill  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the  greateft 
and  moft  considerable  Powers  in  the  North ;  which  however 
if  fome  of  its  potent  Neighbours  can  prevent,  it  never  will 
be.  .  The  flints  thrown  out  by  the  French  Emiflaries  as  to  the 
Infults  that  have  been  offered,  to  this  Nation,  and  the  con- 
temptuous Manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated,  from  the 
miferable  Circumftances  into  which  they  have  brought  them- 
felves,  tho'  proceeding,  as  the  Intrigues  of  thefe  Sort  of  People 
ever  proceed,  from  very  bad  Motives,  are  not  however  alto- 
gether void  of  Truth.  To  fpeak  freely  and  honeftly  upon  this 
Subjedt,  the  Language  of  falfe  Patriots  is  always  to  be  dis- 
regarded, for  the  very  worft  of  Men  by  being  obliged  to 
diflemble  their  bad  Intentions,  very  frequently  fay  Things  that 
might  become  the  beftj  and.it  is  Prudence  to  diftinguifh 
between  wholfome  Suggeftions,  which  are  a  kind  of  gilded 
Wrappers,  and  the  Poifons  they  are  meant  to  convey. 

In  fhort,  if  there  be  any  latent  Remains  of  Virtue,  Prin- 
ciple, or  publick  Spirit  among  the  Poles,  and  if  there  be  ftill 
amongft  them  any  great  Men  of  able  Heads  and  warm  Hearts, 
they  may  poflibly  take  Advantage  from  this  difmal  Pofture  of 
Affairs,  to  excite  a  general  Concern  in  the  Nation  to  pro- 
vide at  leaft  for  the  Safety  and  Security  of  themfelves,  if  not 
for  the  Recovery  of  that  Power  and  Glory  which  once  dif- 
tinguifhed  their  Anceftors.  They  may  be  prompted  to  fuf- 
pend  at  leaft  in  one  extraordinary  Diet,  the  Tribunitian  Power 
of  the  Liberum  Vetoy  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  Capacity  of 
any  Angle  perfidious,  ambitious,  or  fplenetick  Nuncio  to  dif- 
turb  and  counter-adi  the  rational  and  laudable  Defigns  of  Men 
who  have  the  Good  of  their  Country  at  Heart.  They  may  by 
this  Means  recover  the  Exiftence  of  a  real  a&ive  and  well- 
intentioned  Government,  which  would  reftore  their  Indepen- 
dency, and  remove  the  Misfortune  and  Reproach  of  beina 
influenced  in  their  moft  important  Concerns  by  the  Intrigues  of 
their  Neighbours,  whofe  Intereft  it  is,  or  at  leaft  who  take  it  to 
be  theij^  Intereft,  to  keep  them  in  a  State  of  Feeblenefs  and  In-. 
a&ivity. 

But  all  this  is  in  the  Womb  of  Time,  we  muft  patiently1 

wait  to   fee  what  (he  will  bring  forth  ;  poflibly  the  convulfivd 

Motions  that  are  at  prefent  felt  in  the  North  may  be  attended] 

with  good  Effefls,  and  after  a  few  fharp  Pangs  Poland  ma 
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be  delivered  of  a  new  and  (table  Government.  <  It  is  alfo 
poffible  that  her  Strength  may  be  already  (o  weakened  and  ex- 
haufted,  as  not  to  endure  this,  and  that  the  People  may  rather 
incline  to  fall  back  into  the  fame  drowfy  State,  in  which  they 
have  continued  ufelefs  to  themfelves,  and  contemptible  to  the 
reft  of  the  World.  We  muft  acknowledge  that  there  is  much 
of  Obfcurity,  and  little  of  Certainty  in  thefe  Obfervations ;  but 
this  arifes  from  the  Subject,  and  it  is  better  to  (hew  the  Reader 
how  little  can  be  faid  upon  it  with  Confidence,  than  to  mif- 
lead  him,  by  a  bold  Pretence  to  Lights  we  neither  have  nor 
an  have.  For  who  can  pepetrate  the  Secrets  of  a  State  that 
has  no  Secrets  ?  Who  can  diftinguifh  the  Views  of  a  Nation 
that  are  really  without  Views  ?  Or  who  can  pretend  to  fay 
what  will  be  the  future  State  of  a  People,  who  as  to  that  feem 
to  be  abfolutely  carelefs  themfelves  ?  The  .prefent  Policy  of 
Poland,  like  the  World  of  Epicurus,  is  directed  by  Accident 
and  Chances  f°  that  Time  only  can  (hew  us  what  thefe 
will  produce. 


CHAP.    VII. 

A  fuccinSt  Account  of  the  Modern  HiJiory>  Poli- 
tical InterejtS)  and  Real  Views  of  the  Crown 
^Prussia. 

THIS,  though  one  of  the  lateft,  is  very  far  from  being 
the  leaft  confiderable  Kingdom  in  Europe*  feemt  to  be 
every  Day  riiing  in  Power,  in  Extent,  and  in  Reputation,  and 
will  probably  mount  as  high  in  the  next  Age  as  Sweden  did  in 
thelaftj  which  are  the  Keafons  that  we  judged  it  neceflary 
to  treat  of  it,  and  of  its  Concerns,  independent  of  thofe  of  the 
Empire;  inafmuch  as  we  have  already  feen  the  King  of 
Pruffia  confidered  of  late  as  one  of  the  greateft  Powers  of 
the  worth  :  And  there  is  the  higheft  Probability,  that  they  will 
hereafter  become  more  confpicuous  in  that  Character,  and  take 
a  much  larger  Share  in  the  general  Syftem  of  Affairs  in  Europe^ 
than  they  have  hitherto  done. 

We  (nail  not  pretend  to  afcend  higher  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Roufe  of  Brandenburgh)  than  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century  ; 
but  (hall  contenjt  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  no  Houfe  in  Ger- 
many has  produced  more  great  Princes,  or  Princes  of  greater 
Merit  thj*n  this*    Some  have<been  diftingutfhed  by  their  Valour 
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luid  Military  Skill,  that  frequently  placed  them  at  the  Head  of 
the  Empire,  which  befides  contributing  to  their  own  Glory, 
added  likewife.to  }he  Extent  of  their  Dominions,  and  to  the 
JJappinefs  of  their  Subjects.  Some  again  have  been  no  lefc  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  their  confummate  Knowledge  in  Politicks,  for 
their  making  the  beft  Ufe  of  their  Abilities  in  that  refped,  to- 
wards promoting  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  Germany  as  well  as 
increasing  and  adding  to  their  own  Dominions,  by  the  dex- 
terous Management  of  their  Affairs  in  the  moft  critical  Con- 
junctures. Others  have  been  celebrated  for  their  great  Learning, 
extenfive  Science,  and  admirable  Eloquence ;  all  which  remark- 
able Qualities  they  applied  for  the  Benefit  of  their  Subje£b,and 
for  the  Improvement  of  their  Territories. 

As  Proofs  of  this,  we  need  orily  obferve  that  Albert  of 
]Jrandenburgb%  who  flourifhed  in  the  fifteenth  Century,  was 
ftiled  by  the  Pope  the  Achilla  of  Germany,  but  the  Germany 
themfelves  called  him  their  Ulyffes.  His  Succeffor  John  had 
the  Title  of  the  German  Cicero  \  and  George  the  firft%  Elector  of 
Brandenburghy  in  the  Middle  of  the  fixteenth  Century,  was  fo 
renowned  for  his  Probity,  i  that  the  Dukes  of  MeckUnburgh 
?nd  Anbalt9  and  the  Elector  of  Saxony*  appointed  him  by  their 
Wills,  Tutor  to  their  Children,  which  Truft  he  executed  with 
the  higheft  Juftice  5  fo  that  it  may  without  Flattery  be  laid,  that 
the  prefent  Greatnefs  of  this  iliuftrious  Houfe  is  "not  the  Work 
of  Chance,  or  the  Effe<2  of  any  remarkable  Flow  of  good 
Fortune \  but  of  the  Valour,  Wifdom,  Juftice^  Prudence,  and 
Piety,  of  a  long  Succeffion  of  able  Princes. 

John  Sigifmundj  Ele&or  of  Brandenburghy  embraced  the  re- 
formed Religion,  and  introduced  it  into  his  Territories.  After 
the  Extin&ion  of  the  ancient  Family  of  the  Dukes  of  Cleves,  he, 
iff  Conjunction  with  the  Ele&or  Palatine,  made  himfelf  Matter 
of  that  Succeffion,  notwithstanding  the  Expefiative  that  had 
been  granted  the  Duke  of  Sax*ny9  and  by  this  means  added  a 
very  confiderable  Country  to  his  Dominions.  His  Right  to 
which  was  thus  founded  :  He  had  married  the  Princefs  Anne* 
elded  Daughter  to  Albert  Frederick  of  PruJ/ia,  and  Mary  Eleanor, 
eldeft  Sifter  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Cleves.  Upon  the  Death  of  bis 
Father-in-law,  he  took  Poffeffion  alfo  of  the  Duchy  of  Prujfta* 
of  which  he  obtained  the  Inveftiture  from  the  King  of  Poland* 
notwithftanding  the  warm  Oppofition  made  thereto  by  the 
Grandees  of  Poland;  and  died  in  full  Poffeffion  of  thefe  Domi- 
nions, in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  the  forty-feventb 
uf  his  Age,  A.  D.  1619. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  George  William*  who  en- 
tered into  the  Poffeffion  of  the  JEJle&orsite  in  a  very  difficult 
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Conjuncture^  when  the  Troubles  of  Bohemia  had  fpread  the 
Flames  of  War  through  the  Empire,  and  threatened  the 
Safety  of  his  Dominions,  which  however  he  prote&ed  by  his 
great  Wifdom  and  Moderation.  He  was  a  very  zealous  Pro- 
teftant,  and  laboured  earneftly  to  have  united  the  Lutherans  and 
Cakrinifts  \  in  order  to  which,  he  caufed  a  General  Affembly  to 
be  held  at  Leipfick,  which,  through  the  Peevifhnefs  and  private 
Views  of  Churchmen,  came  to  nothing.  Upon  the  March  of 
Guftavus  Jdoiphus  into  Germany,  his  Dominions  fufiered  greatly, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  put  the  Fortrefs  of  Spandau  into  the 
Hands  of  that  Monarch,  as  we  have  elfe where  (hewn,  in  order 
to  obtain  his  Affiftance  for  the  Relief  of  Magdehourg,  then  be- 
fieged  by  the  lmperiahfts,  who  notwithstanding  made  themfelves 
Matters  of  it,  and  with  unexampled  Severity  cruelly  deftroyed 
that  City. 

Count  Titty  who  commanded  them,  falling  afterwards  into 
Saxony,  our  £le£tor  joined  his  Troops  to  the  Saxons,  and  had 
his  Share  in  the  famous  Vidory  of  Leipfick.  But  after  the 
Death  of  Guftavus  King  of  Sweden,  when  the  Eledor  of  Sax* 
onf  thought  fit  to  make  Peace  with  the  Fmperor,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Prague,  the  Ele&or  of  Brandenburgb  took  care  to 
be  included  therein,  which  freed  him  from  a  very  expenfive 
and  burthenfome  War,  and  left  him  Leifure  to  look  after  his 
own  Afiairs,  and  to  provide  for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of 
his  Subjefts,  which  he  had  always  much  more  at  Heart  than 
making  Conquefts.  In  1637,  the  Family  of  the  Dukes  of 
Pomeranh  extincuifliing  in  BogiJIaus  XIV.  that  Country  ought 
to  have  defcended  to  die  Eledor  by  virtue  of  a  Treaty  made 
for  that  Purpofe  with  the  Houfe  that  was  extin&;  but  how- 
ever, the  Swedes  feized  and  kept  it  by  Force,  to  which  the 
Eledor  was  obliged  to  fubmit ;  and  the  Senfe  of  this  and  the 
Misfortunes  of  Germany,  contributed  to  fhorten  his  Days ;  fa 
that  deceafing  in  1640,  he  left  his  Dominions  to  his  Son 

Frederick  JPtlliam,  Ele&or  of  Brandenburgb,  the  fecond  of 
that  Name,  who  was  one  of  the  greateftand  mod  diftinguifhed 
Princes  of  his  Time,  both  for  Wifdom  and  Courage  5  which 
were  always  properly  employed  for  his  own  Security,  and  the 
Benefit  of  his  People.  He  too  entered  upon  the  Government 
when  the  Affairs  of  Germany  and  his  own  were  in  a  very 
difficult  and  embarrafied  Situation,  and  therefore  he  pro- 
vided for  the  Eafe  of  his  Subjeds,  by  a  Treaty  of  Neutra- 
lity with  the  Swides,  who  by  the  Peace  of  Munfter  were  obliged 
immediately  to  evacuate  Pomerania,  and  the  Marquifate  of 
Brandenburgb,  but  the  Swedijb  Deputies  delayed   it  till  1653 ; 
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nor  could  it  then  be  procured,  but  by  the  Elector's  quitting  that 
which  is  now  called  the  Swedijh  Pomerania,  and  fcveral  Baili- 
wicks, with  the  Ifle  of  Rugen,  to  the  Suedes,  for  which  he 
had,  but  much  fhort  of  an  Equivalent,  the  Archbiflioprick  of 
Magdebourg,  the  Bi  (ho  pricks  of  Halberjiadt  and  Gamin,  and  the 
Principality  of  Mindcn,  with  their  Dependencies. 

He  oftcred  two  Millions  of  Crowns,  and  all  thofe  Dominions, 
for  that  Part  of  Pemerania  he  was  obliged  to  yield,  but  in  vain. 
He  ftrenuoufiy  maintained  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Electors,  as 
to  the  Ceremonial  of  the  Diet  of  Franckfort,  and  was  very 
zealous  in  fupporting  the  Intereft  of  Religion,  and  pa/ticu- 
larly  of  the  Calvini/fs.  In  1656,  he  was  obliged  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  Prujfta  to  join  with  the  Swedes  againft  the  Poles  \ 
but  the  King  of  Denmark  having  declared  War  againft  Charles 
-  Gujlavus  of  Sweden*  he  was  compelled  to  leave  Poland  tp  de- 
fend his  ow.ri  Country  ;  fo  that  the  Burthen  of  that  War  falling 
upon  the  Elector,  he  compromifed  Things  by  a  Treaty  with 
fhe  Poles,  by  which  they  releafed  him  from  the  Homage  due  to 
their  Crown  from  Prujfia,  and  quitted  to  him  the  Fiefs  of 
Lawenberg,  Botow,  and  the  Town  of  Elbing,  on  Condition 
that  he  fhould  reftore  the  latter  on  their  paying  him  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  Crowns. 

After  the  Death  of  Ferdinand  III.  in  1657,  the  French  were 
.  for  advancing  theEle&or  of  Bavaria  to  the  Imperial  Throne; 
but  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh  adhering  to  the  Houfe  of 
jfu/lria,  the  Emperor  Leopold  of  Aujlria  was  chbfeo,  though 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria  had  beforehand  gained  three  Vptes.  He 
afterwards  took  part  with  the  Poles,  but  not  being  fecono*ed  by 
the  Dutch-  as  he  expected,  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Qliva, 
in  1660.  After  this  he  applied  himfelf  to  Affairs  of  Peace,  to 
reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Princes  at  Variance  with  him  ;  and 
making "  an  Alliance  with  France  and  England  for  his  own 
Security.  The  French  King  having  feized  the  Principality  of 
Orange,  the  Elector  being  Tutor  to  the  young  Prince,  fent  an 
AmbafTy  to  demand  its  Restitution. 

In  ib66,  he  made  a  definitive  Treaty  with  the  Prince  of 
Neuburg,  about  the  Succeffion  of  Juliers  and  CUves ;  and  af- 
terwards got  the'  latter  perpetually  fecured  to  his  own  Fa- 
mily. He  affiled  (he  Emperor  againft  the  Turks,  made  Peace 
by  his  Mediation  between  thp  Dukes  of  Lunenburg,  who 
had  fallen  out  amongft  themfclves,  and  likewife  between  the 
Engli/h,  the  Dutch,  and  the  Biftiop  of  Mun/ler.  In  167*1 
the  French  having  declared  War  againft  the  Dutch,  he  fent 
Affiftance    to  the  latter,  and  his  Troops  joined  thofe  of  the 

Empe?of 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[  lil  1 

Emperor  under  General  Afontecuculi,  who  di&pproving  of  the 
Elector's  Meafures,  they  did  little  more  during  this  Campaign 
than  make  a  bare  Diversion. 

The  Ele&or  finding  that  he  was  in  great  danger  of  lofing 
Part  of  his  own  Dominions,  by  a  War  in  which  he  had  engaged 
purely  for  the  Sake  of  his  Neighbours,  refolved  in  1673,  to 
make  a  Treaty  with  France  upon  the  beft  Terms  he  could, 
which  he  accordingly  did  at  Voflen,  upon  Condition  that  the 
Fmck  Should  reftore  to  him  all  that  had  been  taken  from  him 
in  the  feveral  Counties  of  Ckves,  March,  and  Rsven/berg,  ex* 
ccpting  only  the  Towns  of  Wtfel  and  Rees,  in  which  the  King 
ftould  be  permitted  to  keep  aGarrifon  till  the Cdnclufion  of  a 
Peace,  when  they  were  to  be  reftored  to  the  Ele&or ;  and  his 
Majefty  farther  agreed  to  pay  him  eight  hundred  thoufandLivres 
for  ihe  Expences  of  the  War.  As  advantageous  as  this  Treaty 
was  to  the  Eleftof,  and  notwithftanding  the  French  yielded  up 
to  him  the  Places  before  mentioned,  fooner  than  they  TneecJ  have 
done,  yet  obferving  their  pernicious  Defigns,  and  that  they 
were  refolved  to  opprefe  the  Dutch,  he  the  very  next  Year  re- 
newed his  Alliance  with  the  States  againft  France,  and  marched 
into  Alface  with  20,000  Men  j  but  the  Imperial  General  Bour- 
nonviUe  thwarting  his  Meafure,  little  was  done  that  Campaign. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Swedes  f  at  the  Solicitation  of  France^ 
invaded  Potnerania,  and  the  Marquifate.  Upon  which  the 
Pe&or  returned  from  Alface,  and  turned  his  Arms  againft  the 
Swedes,  over  whom  he  gained  a  compleat  Vi&ory  at  Fegbt- 
Berlin,  and  took  from  them  the  Ifle  of  WoUn,  frolgqft,  and 
Andam,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Forts  of  Pomerania.  He  sdfo  took 
Stttin  after  a  famous  Siege,  which  failed  many  Months.  In 
1678,  he  made  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Ifle  of  Rugen,  took  Stral- 
/«4  and  Griffwald,  and  drove  the  Swedes  entirely  out  of 
^Pemerania.  They,  to  divert  him,  invaded  Pruffia\  but 
the  Eleflor,  in  the  middle  of  the  Winter  paffed  the  Lake  of 
hurland,  which  falls  into  the  Baltick,  with  his  Army  and  Ar- 
tillery upon  the  Ice,  where  it  was  three  Miles  broad,  furprized 
and  defeated  them ;  fo  that  of  fixteen  thoufand  fcarce  five  thou- 
fend  efcaped.  After  the  War  of  1672,  he  was  left  out  of  the 
Treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  Peace  fceing  concluded  among  the 
Pther  Princes,  and  the  French  joining  with  the  Swedes,  he  was 
obliged  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Germaim,  to  quit  all  his  Conquefts 
|°  them ;  for  which  the  French  King  by  a  fecrct  Article  paid 
fonj  three  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  towards  the  Charges  of 
the  War,  which,  though  all  he  could  obtain,  was  a  very  poojr 
wtisfa&ion. 
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In  1680,  this  great  Prince  took  fuch  a  Step  as  was  entirely 
worthy  of  his  Chara&er.  The  Court  of  Spain  was  largely  in 
his  Debt  for  the  Succours  furni(hed  in  the  laft  War,  by 
which,  in  all  Probability,  {he  laved  her  Low  Countries,  but 
no  Perfuafions,  no  Applications,  no  Letters  from  the  Ele&or, 
no  Memorials  from  his  Minifters,  had  any  Weight,  either 
becaufe  the  Court  of  Spain  was  very  negligent  in  her  Admi- 
niftration,  or  that  her  Treafures  were  absolutely  exhaufted. 
At  laftr  when  his  Cathdlick  Majefty's  Minifters  could  find 
nothing  to  fay  that  looked  like  an  Anfwer,  they  had  recourfe 
to  an  Artifice,  not  to  be  excufed  or  juftified  ;  they  promifed 
the  Eleftors  Minifters  Payment,  and  gave  them,  Bills  upon 
Merchants  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  in  Confequence  of  their 
Collufion  were  protefted.  This  left  no  Room  to  hope  for  any 
future  Redrefs  ;  the  Ele&or  therefore  faw  himfelf  reduced  to 
the  Neceffity  either  to  fit  down  with  the  Lofs,  or  to  take  fome 
hitherto  untried  Method  for  Redrefs ;  he  chofe  the  latter ;  and 
having  Information  of  a  very  rich  Ship  that  was  expeded  in 
one  of  the  Spanijb  Ports  of  Flanders,  he  fitted  out  eight  Priva- 
teers to  feize  her,  and  the  Defign  was  conducted  with  fuch 
Diligence  and  Secrecy,  that  the  firft  News  the  Spanijb  Court 
had  of  his  Projed,  brought  that  of  its  Execution. 

At  firft,  the  Spanijb  Miniftry  took  up  the  Matter  very 
warmly,  and  would  hear  of  nothing  but  Reftitution  of  the 
Veflel,  and  Satisfa&ion  for  the  Affront  ;  yet  after  fome  Time, 
when  they  faw  the  Eledor  was  determined,  and  that  the 
Forces  of  Spain  could  make  no  Impreffion  on  any  of  that 
Prince's  Territories,  they  were  content  to  liften  to  his  Ex- 
cufes,  which  without  doubt  the  Eledor  was  willing  enough  to 
make,  for  putting  a  Million  eight  hundred  thoufand  Ducats  into 
his  Pocket.  The  fame  Year  Augujlus  of  Saxony,  Adminiftrator 
of  Magdebourg,  deceafed,  upon  which  the  Eleftor  added  that 
Country  to  his  Dominions  as  a  fecularized  Duchy,  agreeable  to 
the  Treaty  of  Wejipbalia. 

He  was*  on  the  Point  alfo  of  annexing  the  Principality 
of  2$uerfurt  as  a  Fief  of  that,  Duchy,  which  confuted  of  four 
Bailiwicks;  but  this  was  contefted  with  him;  and  in  the 
Year  1687  he  compromifed  the  Matter  by  accepting  of  the 
Bailiwick  of  Bruck  as  a  full  Satisfaction  for  his  Prctenfions 
upon  all  four.  In  the  fucceeding  Year  he  came  to  an  ami- 
cable Conclufion  with  the  Emperor,  in  relation  to  a  Difpute 
that  had  long  fubfifted,  concerning  the  Principality  of  fa~ 
gemdorf,  which  the  Emperor  had  re-united  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Bohemia^  notwithstanding  the  Claim  always  made  to  it  by 

our 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[  "3-3 

our  EleSor  ;  in  Compenfation  for  which  he  had  the  Territo- 
ry of  Scbtuibuftn,  or '  the  Northern  Part  of  Sihfia,  yielded  up 
to  him,  which  the  Emperor  afterwards  found  Means  to  ob- 
tain back  from  his  Son  and  Succeffor,  as  we  {hall  hereafter 
more  largely  explain. 

This  excellent  Prince  {hewed  himfelf  as  completely  qualified 
for  Government  as  any  of  his  Rank  in  that  Age,  and  this  from 
his  firft  taking  the  Reins  of  the  Adrainiftration  into  his  Hands 
to  the  Time  that  they  were  taken  from  him  by  Death.  His 
Perfonal  Courage  appeared  in  feveral  Aftions  in  which  he 
was  prefent ;  his  Steddinefs  in  the  Siege  of  Satin,  one  of  the 
moft  memorable  that  ever  happened  in  Europe,  and  of  which 
particular  Accounts  have  been  publifhed  in  afmoft  all  Lan- 
guages ;  his  glorious  Zeal  for  Liberty,  in  his  generouily  affift- 
ing  the  Dutch  in  1672,  and  on  many  other  Occafions. 

He  gave  alfo  various,  and  thofe  very  fignal  Inftances  of  his 
Abilities  as  a  Statefman,  in  chufing  the  faircft  Opportunities 
for  averting  his  Rights,  and  in  being  content  to  wave  them 
when  he  found  it  would  be  difficult  or  dangerous  to  maintain 
them.  He  arrived  at  much  greater  Authority  than  his  Pre- 
deceflbrs*  and  enjoyed  it  without  Teeming  to  afpire  to  it ;  and 
this  by  ftudying  the  Good  of  his  Subjects  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  they  looked  upon  his  Acquifition  of  Power  as  an  Ad- 
vantage to  themfelves,  and  indeed  it  proved  fo  ;  for  not 
content  with  giving  Audience  to  all  who  defired  it,  and  doing 
Juftice  upon  the  Spot  after  hearing  both  Parties,  he  fet  apart 
certain  Hours  for  reading  Letters  from  every.  Place  in  his 
Dominions,  fo  that  the  meaneft  of  his  Subjects  might  de- 
pend upon  his  Notice  ;  and  the  greateft  of  his  Minifters  were 
not  fecure,  if  they  behaved  ill,  from  being  both  detected  and 
punifhed. 

He  was  very  kind  to  the  French  Proteftants,  and  not  only 
permitted,  but  invited  them  to  fettle  in  his  Dominions ;  he 
beftowed  on  their  Gentry  Commands  in  his  Army,  or  Pods 
in  his  Court ;  he  provided  for  the  poorer  Sort  either  as  Me* 
chanicks  in  great  Towns,  or  as  Peafahts  in  PruJJia  j  to  the 
Former  he  gave  Houfes,  and  to  the  Latter  Lands.  He  did  this 
with  fo  good  a  Will,  that  when  one  of  his  Minifters  infi- 
nuated  that  thefe  Liberalities  might  produce  Inconveniencies, 
his  Anfwer  was,  that  he  would  fell  his  Plate  to  feed  them. 
He  (aid  upon  another  Occafion,  he  now  underftood  how  both 
Parties  might  gain  by  the  fame  Bargain,  for  that  his  Lands 
in  Pruffia  were  formerly  worth  nothing  to  him,  but  that  by 
giving  them  to  the  poor  Proteftants,  both  he  and  they  had 
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acquired  good  Eftates,  and  were  under  mutual  Obligations  to 
each  other. 

He  built  a  new  Town  at  Berlin,  and  by  uniting  five  irregular 
Boroughs  compofed  a  fine  City,  which  he  embellifhed  with 
publick  Buildings,  and  ftrengthened  by  regular  Fortifications. 
He  put  his  Dominions  into  better  Order  than  they  had  ever  been 
in  the  Days  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  by  eftabliflung  new  Regula- 
tions where  they  were  neceflary,  and  abolifhing  old  Cultoms 
where  Experience  (hewed  they  were  pernicious.  He  gave 
up  to  his  Subjects  a  Land-Tax,  that  was  a  heavy  Burthen  on 
their  Eftates,  for  an  Excife,  which  was  a  more  equal,  though 
perhaps  as  profitable  an  Impofition.  In  order  to  improve  Trade 
he  built  a  noble  Fortrefs  on  the-Coaft  of  Guinea;  and  at 
Home  he  cut  a  Paflage  or  Canal  between  the  Spee  and  the 
Oder j  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  Merchants  oiSiUJia  trading 
to  Hamburgh,  or  into  his  own  Dominions. 

In  a  Word,  he  was  not  fo  careful  of  any  one  Thing  as  to 
neglect  another;  or  fo  much  fet  upon  diftinguiihing  bimfelf 
in  a  fingle  Point  of  Character,  as  to  flight  the  reft,  but  knew 
what  became  a  great  Prince,  and  pra<ftifed  it  in  every  refpect. 
His  Juftice  and  Beneficence  rendered  him  beloved  by  his  Sub- 
jects ;  the  Splendor  of  his  Court  drew  the  Refpefi  of  Strangers; 
and  his  keeping  on  foot  a  great  Body  of  well-difciplined 
Troops  made  him  confidcrable  in  the  Eyes  of  his  Neighbours. 
His  Religion  was  warm  and  fincere,  but  had  nothing  in  it  of 
Bigotry.  And  after  a  Reign  of  forty-eight  Years,  and  when 
be  had  lived  fi^ty-eight,  he  died  with  as  high  a  Reputation 
as  the  moft  ambitious  Prince  could  defire,  regretted  by  his 
Allies,  and  lamented  by  his  Subjects. 

This  Eleftor  was  twice  married  ;  firft  to  Louifa  Henrietta, 
Daughter  to  Henry  Frederick  Prince  of  Orange,  from  which 
he  claimed  a  Right  to  that  Succeflion  ;  his  fecond  Princefs 
Was  Dorothy,  Daughter  of  Philip  Duke  of  Holjlein  Cluckf- 
bourg,  by  whom  he  had  three  Sons,  whofe  Pofterity  are  ftill 
living;  Frederick  III.  who  fucceeded  him,  Philip  IViUiam 
who  was  Governor  of  Magdebourg%  and  died  in  1711,  and 
Albert  Frederick  Governor  of  Pomerania.  The  former  left 
two  Sons  and  a  Daughter,  the  latter  three  Sons,  all  Princes 
of  the  Blood  in  PruJJia,  which  is  a  Point  neceflary  to  be 
known,  becaufe  we  (hall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  of  thefe 
Princes  hereafter. 

Frederick  III.  fucceeded  his  Father  In  the  Electorate  of 
Brandenburph  on  the  nineteenth  of  April  1688,  and,  like  fe- 
yeral  of  his   Predeceflbrs,   entered   upon  the  Adminiftration 
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of  Affairs  at  a  Conjun&ure  which  required  a  Prince  of  great 
Parts  to  conduct  them  to  Advantage.  He  gave  a  very  early 
Proof  of  his  having  inherited  the  Virtues  as  well  as  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Anceftors,  by  concurring  with  the  Eledor  of 
Saxony*  the  Duke  of  Hanover*  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffi- 
CaffH*  in  fettling  fome  Matters  of  Importance  relating  to 
their  refpedive  Dominions,  and  in  affifting  the  Prince  of 
Orange  in  his  Defign  upon  England*  which  had  been  princi- 
pally concerted  with  the  late  Ele&or  his  Father.  He  profefled 
a  great  Efteem  for  Lewis  XIV.  whom  he  confidered  as  a  very 
wife  as  well  as  magnificent  Prince,  and  whofe  Example  he  fol- 
lowed in  many  Refpeds,  but  was  far  enough  from  embrac- 
ing the  whole  Syftem  of  his  Politicks,  or  fufFering  himfelf  to 
be  deluded  into  implicitly  following  his  Meafures. 

On  the  contrary,  when  his  mod  Chriftian  Majefly  attack* 
ed  the  Empire,  he  immediately  took  up  Arms,  and  in  the 
Year  1689  recovered  the  Towns  of  Keiferfwert  and  Bum*? 
in  which  laft  Expedition  he  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
made  Prifoner  by  a  French  Detachment,  ana,  what  did  him 

Seat  Honour,  his  Efcape  was  entirely  owing  to  his  perfonal 
aurage.  In  1690,  King  William  having  fucceeded  in  his 
Expediton,  fent  him  the  Order  of  the  Garter  bV  the  late 
James  John/on*  Efq;  afterwards  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 
In  1693  his  Troops  diftinguiflied  themfelves  at  the  Battle  of 
Linden*  under  the  Conduct  of  his  Brother  Prince  Philip,  of 
which  King  William*  as  a  Mark  of  Refpeft*  fent  him  an  ample 
Account  under  his  own  Hand. 

In  1694,  he  fent  Afliftance  to  tbe  Duke  of  Savoy  under 
his  Brothers,  Prince  Philip  and  Prince  Albert.  In  1695  his. 
Troops  contributed  greatly  to  the  taking  of  Namur*  of  which 
King  William  gave  him  alio  an  Account  under  his  own  Hand  * 
upon  which  the  Ele&or  came  to  the  Hague*  to  congratulate 
his  Majefly,  whom  with  the  Duke  of  Zell*  he  entertained 
fplendidly  at  Cleves.  After  King  Augujlus  was  chofen  King 
of  Poland*  the  Eleftor  feized  the  Town  of  Elbing  by  way  of 
Security  for  the  Money  due  to  his  Father.  But  this  Afiair 
was  afterwards  fettled  by  Treaty,  according  to  the  Maxim  of 
this  great  Prince,  who  was  always  willing  to  cornpromife  any 
Differences  he  had  with  his  Neighbours,  as  he  had  before. 
done  with  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony  in  refpe£t  to  certain  Preten- 
tions, and  thereby  inftead  of  a  large  Claim,  added  the  Pro- 
voflihip  of  Sguidlimbcur^  the  Bailiwick  of  Petersberg*  and 
fome  other  Places,  to  his  Hereditary  Dominions. 

In  the  Year  1 700  our  Elcflor  having  adorned  and  improved 
his  capital   City  of    Berlin*  added   feveral   fair  Countries  to 
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thofe  which  defcended  to  him  from  his  Anceftors,  filled  Part 
of  thofe  Countries,  that  were  before  but  thinly  peopled,  with 
Inhabitants,  who  were  invited  thither  by  the  Kindnefles 
ihewn,  and  the  Privileges  granted  them  by  his  Father  and 
himfelf  3  took  the  Refolution  of  affuming  the  Royal  Dignity, 
which  fome  however  have  fuggefted  arofe  from  feeing  Xing 
William  feated  in  an  Arm-Chair,  at  the  fplendid  Congrefs  of 
Princes,  who  were  engaged  in  the  firft  grand  Alliance  5  yet  that 
feems  rather  fit  to  be  mferted  in  private  Memoirs  than  to  ftand 
recorded  in  Hiftory. 

But  whatever  his  Motives  were,  the  Faft  is  certain,  that 
,  about  this  Time  he  refolved  to  take  the  Title  of  King  of  ?ruffia\ 
and  that  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  Imperial  Court  to  be  Acknow- 
ledged in  this  Quality,  concerning  which  llkewife  the  Dealers 
in  lecret  Hiftory  tell  us  a  very  remarkable  Story,  which  is,  that 
when  his  Negotiation  was  in  ho  very  good  Train  at  the  Court 
of  Vienna,  he  was  advifed  by  his  Minifter  there  in  a  Letter 
written  in  Cypher,  to  make  ufe  of  the  Intereft  of  a  certain 
Prince  \  but  the  Senfe  of  the  Letter  being  miftaken  by  their 
Names  beginning  with  a  Letter,  he  inftead  of  the  Prince  had  re* 
courfe  to  the  Father  Confeflbr,  who  was  a  Jefuit ;  and  fo  much 
Jtruck  with  the  Honour  done  him  by  a  Proteftant  Eleftor,  that 
by  his  own  Intereft,  and  that  of  his  Order,  he  quickly  accom- 
plifhed  all  that  was  defired  of  him. 

I  will  not  make  myfelf  anfwerable  for  the  Truth  of  this,  fince 
It  appears  very  probaMe  to  me  that  the  Ele£tor  took  his  Mcafures 
upon  much  furer  and  better  Grounds.  The  War  was  juft  then 
broke  out  on  Account  of  the  Spanijh  Succeffion.  The  Houfe 
of  Auftria  ftood  in  great  need  of  his  Af&ftance,  and  he  might 
well  expeft  they  would  not  differ  with  him  about  a  Title,  cut 
however  the  Matter  was,  there  is  no  Doubt  that  in  the  Month 
of  January  1701  N.  S.  he  was  crowned  King  of  Prujpa  at 
Koningjberg,  and  was  acknowledged  as  fuch  by  the  Emperor 
Leopold^  and  his  Allies ;  in  Confideration  of  which  the  new 
King  furnifbed  him  with  a  numerous  Body  of  Auxiliaries,  who 
ferved  with  great  Credit  in  different  Parts  of  Europe,  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  that  long  and  glorious  War. 

The  Year  following  proved  remarkable  for  the  Death  of 
William  III.  King  of  Gnat  Britain,  to  whom  his  Prujfian 
Majefty  accounting  himfelf  Heir,  immediately  took  poflcffion 
of  the  Country  of  Lingen,  the  Principality  of  Meurs,  and 
fome  other  Lordfhips  which  had  belonged  to  the  Deceafed, 
tho%  as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee,  he  was  willing  to  give  Satis- 
faftion  to  the  Prince  of  NaJJau  Frife,  who  took  the  Title  of 
Orange*    In  the  Year  J  707,  upon  the  Death  of  the  Duchefs 
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of  Nimokrs*  the  Sovereignties  of  NeufdaaUl  and  Valingtn  be- 
came vacant,  to  which,  as  the  Heir  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
his  Prujfmn  Majefty  put  in  hfe  Claim  amongfl  ipany  others. 
The  Right  to  thole  Principalities  was  to  be  decided  by  the 
States  of  the  Country;  and  as  the  French  King  fupported  on* 
of  the  Candidates,  fo  die  Queen  of  Great  Britain  efpoufed  the 
Caufe  of  his  Prvffian  Majefty,  who  carried  his  Point  not* 
withftanding  the  Threats  of  the  French ;  and  about  the 
fame  Time    it  was  that  he  purchased  the  County  of  Teck* 


At  the  Diet  of  Francifbrt,  which  aflembled  for  the  Choice 
of  an  Emperor,  the  Abbot*  Albani  affifted  on  the  Part  of  the 
Pope,  and  it  was  (aid  that  he  had  a  particular  Commiffion 
to  proteft  againft  the  new  Title  of  the  King  of  Pruffia>  which 
coming  to  the  King's  Ears,  he  declared,  that  if  fuch  a  Step 
was  taken,  he  would  order  his  Troops  then  in  Italy  in  the 
Service  of  the  Allies,  to  take  Quarters  in  the  Ecclefiaftical 
State  at  Discretion,  as  in  an  Enemy's  Country  j  but  the  Ab- 
bot Albam  prevented  this,  by  fending  Word  to  the  Pruffiau 
Minifter  at  the  Diet,  that  he  bad  xko  fuch  Commiffion,  and 
that  it  never  fo  much  as  entered  into  his  Thoughts  to  queftion 
the  King'6  Title ;  which  whether  true  or  falfe,  gave  his  Ma- 
jefty entire  Satisfaction. 

At  the  Clofe  of  the  War,  this  Monarch  concluded  with  the 
reft  of  the  Confederates  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France,  which 
confifted  of  thirteen  Articles  5  the  moil  remarkable  of  which 
were,  that  he  was  confirmed  in  the  Pofleffion  of  Upper  Guelder- 
land  in  full  Sovereignty ;  heMhad  likewife  die  Country  of  KeJJilt 
and  the  Prefecture  of  Kriekenhecky  and  was  acknowledged  as  So- 
vereign Lord  of  Neufihatel  and  Valingen  by  France*  in  Confidera* 
tion  of  his  quitting  his  Pretentions  to  the  Principality  of  Orange* 
There  weje  two  feparate  Articles  to  this  Treaty ;  by  one  of 
which  the  tnoft  Chriftian  King  acknowledged  him  as  King  of 
Pruffia9  and  agreed  to  give  him  the  Title  of  Majefty. 

He  likewife  interpofed  in  favour  of  the  Proteftants  of  France* 
to  whom  he  had  always  been  a  Friend  and  Prote&or ;  and  it  is 
highly  probable  they  would  have  felt  the  Effects  of  his  Inter- 
pofuion,  if  he  had  not  been  taken  off  by  Death  in  the  Middle 
of  thefe  Negotiations,  in  the  fifty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  leav- 
ing behind  him  the  Character  of  being  one  of  the  moft  magni- 
ficent Princes  of  his  Age  \  and  who  knew  as  well  as  any  of  his 
Predeceflbrs,  how  to  ferve  himfelf  of  every  Occafion  that  offer- 
ed for  augmenting  his  Power,  or  enlarging  his  Dominions. 
Frederick  William*  Prince  Royal  of  Prujjia*  and  Electoral 
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Prince  of  Brandenhtrgh,  fucceedcd  his  Father  m  all  his  Domi- 
nions, finiflicd  the  imperfect  Negotiation  of  Peafce  in  which  that 
Prince  was  engaged  at  the  Time  of  his  Demife,  and  entered  in- 
to a  clofer  Correfpondence  than  moft  of  his  Predeceflbrs  with 
the  Court  of  France.  He  had  not  been  long  feated  on  the 
Throne,  before  he  found  himfelf  involved  in  fome  Difputds 
with  the  Crown  of  Sweden,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  inarching 
of  Troops  through  different  Parts  of  his  Dominions,  as  weil 
by  the  Swedes,  as  by  the  Powers  engaged  in  a  War  againft 
them.  His  Prujfian  Majefty  endeavoured  firft  to  have  compro* 
mifed  Matters  amicably;  but  that  being  found  impradicable, 
he  perceived  himfelf  at.  laft  obliged  to  enter  into  that  War  in 
Conjun&ion  with  other  Princes  confederated  againft  Sweden  \ 
which  eriSed  in  driving  the  Swedes  almoft  entirely  out  of  Ger- 
many,' and  depriving  them  of  all  that  Gujfavus  Adolphus  and  his 
Succeflbrs  had  acquired  in  the  Empire. 

But  notwithstanding  this  great  Succefs,  his  Prujfian  Majefty 
k  confented,  under  the  Mediation  of  his  late  Brltannkk  Majefty 
King  George  I.  to  certain  Preliminary  Articles  for  a  Peace 
with  Sweden,  which  werefigned  the  eighteenth  of  Auguft  17 19, 
and  afterwards  digefted  into  a  Treaty  that  was  concluded  at 
Stockholm  between  the  two  Crowns,  January  10,  1720.  By 
the  third  Article  of  which  Treaty,  the  Crown  of  Sweden  yields 
in  Perpetuity  to  his  Prujfian  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
the  City  of  Stetin,  the  Diftrifi  between  the  Oder  and  the  Rbini, 
with  the  Iflands  of  Wallin  and  Ufdom,  with  all  the  Rights 
granted  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  by  the  Emperor  and  Empire 
to  the  faid  Places,  by  the  tenth  of  Article  of  the  Treaty  cf 
Wejlpbalia.  And  by  the  nineteenth  Article  of  this  Treaty,  the 
Crown  of  Sweden  yields  farther  the  Towns  of  Dam  and  Gclnatv, 
on  the  other  Side  the  Oder,  with  the  Territories  refpe&ivel/ 
belonging  to  them. 

In  Confideration  of  thefe  Ceflions,  his  Prujfian  Majfefty  un- 
dertook no  longer  to  aflift  the  Enemies  of  Sweden,  to  promote 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power  the  intended  general  Peace  between 
her  and  her  Neighbours,  to  fatisfy  the  Mortgages  and  Incum- 
brances on  all  the  Places  yielded  to  him,  which  had  been  for- 
merly contra&ed  by  the  Crown  of  Sweden ;  as  alfo  to  pay 
two  Millions  of  Rix-Doliars  to  that  Crown  at  three  different 
Payments.  By  this  Treaty  his  Prujfian  Majefty  acquired  a 
great  Acceflion  of  Territory,  to  which,  as  we  have  fteWft 
before,  his  Family  had  very  fair  Pretcnfions  as  Succeflbrs  to 
the  Dukes  of  Pomerania  ;  and  by  this  Acquifition  gained  a  free 
Communication  with  the  Baltick,  which  was  of  as  great  or 
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greater  Confequence  than  the  Revenue  of  all  the  Places  thus 
acquired ;  and  contributed  highly  to  the  Benefit  of  other  Parts 
of  his  Pruffian  Majefty's  Dominions. 

The  fame  Temper  and  Difpofition  which  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  fliewed  in  the  Management  of  this  important  Affair,' 
appeared  in  all  the  fubfequent  Tranfa&ions  of  his  L<ife ;  that 
is  to  fay,  he  was  in  every  Inftance  careful  to  maintain  andi 
fupport  his  own  Dignity,  to  fecure  his  Dominions,  to  make 
himfelf  refpe&ed  by  his  Neighbours,  to  keep  his  Troops 
and  Fortrefies  conftantly  in  fuch  a  Pofture  as  might  prevent 
his  being  hurt  by  any  unfor?feen  Accident ;  and  give  him  an 
Opportunity,  where  the  Circumftances  of  Things  would  per* 
mit  it,  of  turning  any  fuch  Accident  to  his  Advantage.  It 
was  with  this  Virfw,  that  he  kept  always  on  foot  between 
eighty  and  a  hundred  thoufand  regular  Troops,  well  paid, 
and  perfectly  well  difciplined  j  at  the  fame  time  that  he  waa 
no  lefe  careful  of  his  Revenues,  as  being  thoroughly  fenfible, 
that  if  ever  a  War  became  ncceflary,  Treafure  would  be  tq 
the  full  as  needful  as  Troops. 

This  Condud  of  his,  though  it  expofed  him  to  the  Cenfure 
of  fome  (hallow  Politicians,  was  perfeflly  agreeable  to  his  oVm 
Circumftances,  and  to  the  general  Syftem  of  Affairs  in  Eu- 
rope. It  preferved  all  his  Dominions,  though  feparated  and 
detached  from  each  other,  from  running  any  Rifque ;  it  made 
him  confidered  as  the  molt  powerful  Potentate  in  Germany 
next  to  the  Houfe  of  Juftria ;  and  it  gave  him  an  Opportunity 
of  promoting  his  Intereft  upon  every  Variation  of  the  Bal* . 
lance  of  Power,  without  aftually  engaging  in  a  War.  Upon 
thefe  Motives  he  entered  into  the  famous  Treaty  of  Hanover* 
concluded  the  third  of-  September  1725,  with  their  moft 
Chriftian  and  Britanmck  Majefties ;  and  tho'  the  Bounds  of  this 
Article  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  Particulars,  yet  we 
may  fafelv  venture  to  affirm  in  general,  that  he  managed 
that,  ana  the  many  fubfequent  Negotiations  which  quickly 
followed  from  it,  with  great  Dexterity,  and  fo  as  to  turn  eveiy 
Incident  as  much  as  it  was  poffible  to  his  own  Advantage. 

We  have  already  (hewed  the  Pretenfions  formed  by  the 
Houfe  of  Brandenburgh  on  the  Succeffion  of  King  William 
III.  as  Prince  of  Orange  j  and  have  taken  notice  of  the  Dlf- 
pute  occafioned  by  the  Will  of  that  Monarch,  in  favour  of 
his  Coufin  the  Prince  of  NaJJau  Frize9  which  fubfifted  fcr 
many  Years/  and  for  terminating  of  which,  a  Negotiation 
was  fet  on  foot  in  1722,  which  ended  ten  Years  afterwards, 
in  a  Treaty  concluded  it  Berlin,  May  13,  1732.  By  this 
Treaty  the  Principality  of  Orange  and  all  the  Dominions  of 
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the  Family  of  Chalons  in  France,  are  yielded  to  h'ts  PritJJtim 
Majefty,  tnd  all  Cdfiona  thereof  by  him  to  the  King  of 
France,  by  the  Treaty  ligned  at  Utrecht,  the  firft  of  Auguft  1713* 
are  confirmed  by  the  Prince  of  Naffau  Fri%e,  late  Stadtbolder. 

It  b  agreed  that  his  Highneft  (hall  take  the  Title  and 
Arms  of  Orange,  but  without  Prejudice  to  the  Royal  Houfe 
of  Pruffia,  by  whom  the  Title  and  Arms  of  that  Principality 
are  to  be  llkewife  borne.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  was  by  this 
Treaty  to  have  for  himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  as  his 
Sharfe  of  the  Succeflion  beforementioned,  the  Principality  of 
Meurs,  the  County  of  Lingen,  the  Diftri&  of  Montfert,  the 
Lordfliip  of  upper  and  lower  Swaluwe,  the  Lordfhips  of  Nak- 
tvick,  Hoenderland,  Wateringen,  Orange-Polder,  and  iGreve- 
fand,  the  Cuftoms  of  Gennep,  the  Barony  of  Her/tall  entire, 
the  Lordfliip  of  Turnboui,  the  Houfe  at  the  Hague  called  the 
Old  Court,  and  the  Houfe  of  HonJIaardyck. 

All  the  reft  of  the  Succeflion  was  left  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  charged  himfelf  with  all  the  Debts  of  die  Family ; 
and  all  the  Pensions  payable  to  certain  Perfbns  therein  mention'd, 
and  all  the  Demands  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  on  the  Crown  of 
Spain,  for  an  annual  Penfion  of  fifty  thoufand  Florins,  as  well 
as  a  Debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Crowns,  are 
affigned  to  the  Prince,  with  the  King's  Promife  to  affift  him 
with  his  Ihtcreft  at  that  Court,  to  procure  a  Satisfaction  for 
them.  This  definitive  Treaty,  by  which  an  End  was  put  to 
a  very  tedious  as  well  as  a  very  perplexed  and  troublefome  Affair, 
Was  ratified  by  his  Pruffian  Majefty  on  the  thirtieth  of  May,  by 
the  Prince  ox  Orange  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  following ;  and 
foon  alter  notified  to  their  High  Mightinefles  die  States  Gene- 
ral, who  had  charged  themfelves  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  faid  Succeflion  in  due  Form,  and  who  were  confequently 
deeply  interefted  therein. 

The  Defirc  his  Pruffian  Majefty  had  to  prefcrve  the  Peace 
of  his  Dominions,  and  to  avoid,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  tak- 
ing any  Share  whatever  in  the  Difturbances  of  Europe,  induced 
him  to  aft  with  great  Caution  and  Referve  when  the  War 
broke  out  between  his  late  Imperial  Majefty  Charles  VL  and 
*  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain,  in  Reference  to  the  Eledion 
of  the  King  of  Poland..  There  is  no  doubt,  that  both  the 
Houfes  of  Auflria  and  Bourbon  were  extremely  preffing  in  their 
Inftances  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  to  enter  into  this  Difpute,  by 
which,  in  all  Probability,  the  Scale  muft  have  turned  accord* 
ing  to  his  Plcafure;  fince  it  was  very  apparent,  that  if  the 
Election  of  King  Stanijlaus  had  been  immediately  fupported  by 
a  tolerable  Force,  the  Affcftion  of  the  Polo  would  hare  engaged 
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them  to  hate  ifteWn  themfelves  much  more  effe&ually  than 
they  did  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  left  evident,  that  if 
the  King  of  Pryffia  bad  declared  absolutely  on  the  other  Side* 
the  Party  for  King  Slaniflaus  could  not  have  made  any  Refift- 
ance  at  all,  but  mult  have  fubmitted  immediately*  and  that  too 
upon  any  Terms. 

But  no  Intreaties  cbuld  prevail  upon  that  wife  Monarch  to 
ad  on  either  Side  in  this  Difpute,  by  which,  no  doubt,  he  was 
a  very  considerable  Gainer.  It  is  true,  that  tho'  he  did  not  give 
King  Stamfhms  any  Afliftancein  Aipport  of  bis  Pretenfions,  yet 
After  the  Ruin  of  his  Affairs,  and  the  dofe  Siege  of  the  City 
of  Danfzicij  he  fuffered  that  Prince  to  take  Shelter  in  his  Do- 
minions, where  he  was  treated  with  all  the  Refpc&  due  to 
a  crown'd  Head  j  and  with  the  Remittances  he  received  from 
France  kept  up  a  great  Court,  and  lived  at  a  vaft  Expence, 
which  was  of  confiderabte  Ufe  in  that  Part  of  his  Pruffia* 
Majefty'k  Dominions. 

There  were  many  People*  who  from  their  Attachment  to  the 
Roufe  of  Juftrfo,  treated  this  Condud  of  his  as  unworthy  of 
a  King,  and  incoitfiftent  with  his  Obligations  to  the  Emperor  % 
but  fuch  were  certainly  too  bafty,  and  had  not  Efficiently  re- 
defied,  that  the  Obligations  of  a  Prince  to  his  Subjects  are. 
infinitely  fiiperior  to  uoft  he  contrads  with' his  Allies ;  and 
that  with  refped  to  the  Safety  of  his  Dominions,  and  the  true 
Intereft  of  the  Crown  of  Prujfia,  he  was  tiot  at  all  bound  to 
interfere  farther  than  by  good  Offices  in  this  Difpute  j  fo  that 
the  Meafures  he  took  as  a  Sovereign  and  independent  Prince 
were  certainly  right.  As  to  the  Engagements  he  was  under* 
^  a  Member  of  the  Empire*  they  were  fo  punctually  complied 
\vith,  that  even  his  Imperial  Msyefty  himfelf  had  no  Reafott 
to  complain. 

The  fame  Method  in  refped  to  all  other  Affairs  his  Majefty 
of  Prujffid  constantly  puriued,  {hewing  himfelPalilce  prepared 
for  War  and  inclined  to  Peace  \  for  tho'  he  made  his  Troops 
his  Delight*  and  led  all^his  Days  rather  a  Military  than  a  Court 
Life,  yet  this  was  more  with  a  View  to  fave  Expence,  to  keep 
his  Troops  in  Motion,  and  to  maintain  ftrid  Difcipline,  than ' 
with  any  Thoughts  of  diftreffing  or  difturbing  his  Neighbours* 
In  the  latter  Years  of  his  Life  the  King  wa*  dropfical,  and  in 
a  very  bad  State  of  Health ;  fo  that  he  was  frequently  thought 
near  his  End*  and  yet  in  fome  meafiire  recovered* 

At  laft  he  was  carried  otf  by  a  fhort  Illnefi,  on  the  3  ift  of  May 
1740,  in  the  fifty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age)  and  tho9  like  other* 
Princes*  he  bad  his  Faults  and  Failings;  among  which  the 
Love  of  Money*  and  draining  it  by  various  unpopular  Methods 
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out  of  the  Purfes  of  his  Subje&s  Was  the  chief;  yet  in  re(pc# 
to  his  great  Regard  for  Juftice,  his  prudent  CEconqpfiy,  fiiid 
Frugality,  and  Eaftnefs  of  Accefs,  he  was  much  to  be  and  here 
therefore  is  commended  5  fince  with  regard'  to  the  general 
Maxims  of  his  Politicks,  they  are  like  to  dp  his  Memory  more 
Credit,  th?t  they  acquired  him  Glory  whilftlving. 

This  Monarch  efpoufed  in  his  Father's  Life-time  the  Princefs 
Sophia-Dorothea  of  Hanover ,  Sifter  tohisprefent  Britannici  Ma- 
•  jefty>  who  was  born  the  16th  of  March  1687,  and  is  now  Queen 
Dowager  of  Pruffia9  by  whom  he  left  a  numerous  Iflue,  viz* 
,  Charles- Frederick  his  Succeflbr  j  William*  Autujlus  Prince  Royal 
of  Pruffia*  born  Augujl  9th  1722,  who  efpoufed  the  Princefs 
Louifa- Amelia  of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttlef  by.  whom  he  has 
already  two  Sons;  Frederick-Henry  Prince  of  Prvjfia,  born 
January  8th  1726;  Auguflus-Ferdfnand  Prince  of  Prujfi*>  bora 
May  23d  1730 ;  Frederica-Auguft*  Princefs  Royal  or  Prujfta, 
born  the  3d  of  July  1709  ;  and  who  on  the  20th  of  Novembtr 
T731,  efpoufed  the  Hereditary  Printe of  Brandenburgh  Bareitb\ 
Frtderica-Louifa  Princefs  of  Pruffia,  born  September  28th  1714* 
who  on  the  30th  of  May  17295  efpoufed  die  Margrave  of 
Anfpach ;  Dorothea-Sophia  Princefs  of  Prufftay  born  the  a6th 
of  January  1719,  and  married  the  iothof  November  1734*  ^ 
the  Margrave  Frederick- William  of  Schwed;  Louifa-Ulrica 
Princefs  of  Pruffia*  born  April  24th  1720,  who  on  July  17th 
1744,  married  Adolphus- Frederick  Duke  of  Holflein-Eutin> 
cledted  Succeflbr  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  and  now  in  Poffei- 
fion  ;  .  Anna- Amelia  Princefs  of  Pruffiat  bora  November  9th , 
1723,  and  who  remains  frill  unmarried.  | 

Charles-Frederick^  the  prefent  King  of  Pruffta  and  Eleflof  | 
of  Brandenburgh^  was  born  January.  24th  1712*  and.confe-| 
qucntly  was  in  the  twenty-ninth  Year  of  his  Age  when  he  mount* 
ed  the  Throne ;  and  in  his  Father's  Life-time  efpoufed  the  Prin* 
cefe  Elizabeth-Chrijlina  of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttle,  born  Novetrh 
bor  8th  1715.  He  began  his  Reign  with  an  A<ft  of  the  greateft 
Generofity ;  for  whereas  it  was  publickly  known  that  his  Mai* 
riage  was  a  pure  Adfc  of  Obedience  to  his  Father*  abfoluteh 
againft  his  own  Content,  and  therefore  never  oonfummatcdj 
every  body  expe&ed  that  his  firft  Care  would  have  been  to  hay* 
taken  the  Opinion  of  fome  of  the  Proteftant  Univcrfiiies  il 
Germany^  in  order  to  have  procured  its  Diflblution. 

But  when  that  Princefs,  in  Company  wkh  the  Ql'eco- 
Dowager,  came  to  compliment  him  upon  his  Acceflion,  JH 
addrefled  her  in  the  following  Terms  :  Tom  an  fenftble,  M** 
danty  that  your  becoming  Princefs  Royal  was  contrary  to  *t 
Inclination }  but  having  $bferv<4tbt  Atmablvufs  of  yowr  BfM* 
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^iottr  and  the  Regard  that  you  have  Jbewn  for  my  Per/on^  I  fin 
myfelf  under  a  NeceJJhy  of  making  you  fuitable  Returns ;  and 
now  therefore  that  I  am  a  King,  I  acknowledge  you  for  my 
Queen^Conforti  and  the  lawful  Partner,  of  my  Throne  and  Bed. 
It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  Surprize  and  Joy  of  the  whole 
Court  upon  this  Declaration ;  a  Declaration  which  every  body 
defired,  but  no  body  expected ;  and  which  gave  the  greateft 
Hopes  of  a  Reign  that  opened  with  fo  extraordinary  a  Mark 
of  Juftice,  Tendernefs,  and  Generofitv. 

The  very  Dawning  of  this  young  Monarch's  Government, 
drew  the  Attention  of  all  Europe,  and  gave  his  Neighbours  \esy 

S*  ft  Ideas  of  what  might  be  expected  in  the  Progrefs  of  it. 
e  had  been  but  indifferently  treated  in  his  Father's  Life- 
time 5  and  there:  were  many  who  dreaded  his  Refentments  j 
but  he  punifhed  no  body  except  the  Councellor  EcJtard,  whom 
he  ordered  to  depart  his.  Dominions,  becaufe  he  had  been  a 
conftant  Devi fer  of  Taxes,  and  the  principal  Inftrument  of  the 
late  King  in  faying  Burthens  updh  lirs  Subjects  ;  (6  that  in  his 
Manner  of  treating  him,  the  new  Monarch  (hewed  that  he 
could  avenge  the  Wrongs  done  to  his  People,  tho'  he  was  at  the 
fame  time  patient  under  his  own.  He  was  no  fooner  pofr 
fefled  of  the  Crown,  than  he  declared  himfelf  a  Pjote&or  of 
Learning  \  and  by  a  Letter  written  with  his  own  Hand  in- 
vited the  famous  Mr.  Maupertuis  from  Parity  tp  take  upon 
him  the  Direction  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin ;  or,-  as  the  King 
himfelf  elegantly  exprefled  it,  to  graft  the  SJips  of  true  Science 
on  the  wild  Stocks  in  the  North. 

But  I  forget  the  jproper  Bufinefs  of  this  Article,  while  I 
pretend  to  draw  the  Pi&tare  of  a  Prince,  whofe  great  Qualities 
are  fo  nurnerous,  that  they  would  require  more  Room  than  I 
have  left,  fhould  I  attempt  their  Defcription.  I  will  content 
myfelf  therefore  with  a  bare  Detail  of  th«f  principal  Fads  of  his 
Adminiftration,  that  I  may  keep  within  due  Bounds. 

In  the  fuccinft  Account  which  has  been  given  of  his  Father's 
Reign,  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  tho'  he  took  care  to  put  his 
Army  on  a  better  Foot  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  yet  he  was 
very  far  from  being  inclined  to  War,  which  probably  arofe  from 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in  his  Time ;  but 
whatever  his  Motives  were,  moft  certain  it  is,  that  he  was  rather 
careful  in  afcertaining  his  Rights,  than  vigorous  in  aflerting 
them,  as  appears  from  his  fullering  the  Bifliop  and  Prince  of 
Liege  to  continue  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Barony  of  Her/laU9 
which  had  been  yielded  to  the  King  as  a  Part  of  the  Succeffion 
of  the  late  Kine  William^  and  offering;  to  compromife  his  Dis- 
pute with  that  Prelate  for  100,000  Florins,  which  however  he 
could  not  obtain.  K3  Bat 
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But  upon  hb  Son,  the  new  King's  coming  to  the  Poflefltat 
of  hii  Dominions,  and  going  to  receive  the  Homage  of  the 
Duthy  of  Cleves,  he  demanded  the  fame  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
HtrftaUy  who  pofitively  refufedit,  aHedging  that  they  were,  and 
had  been  always  Subje<a«  to  the  Prince  or  Liege.  The  King, 
to  cut  this  Difputc  fliort,  fen*  a  Body  of  his  Forces  into  that 
Biihoprick,  who  took  PofTeffion  of  Mafiyiy  and  who  declared 
they  had  their  Mailer's  Orders  to  live  at  DUcretton,  till  he  had 
received  Satisfadion  for  his  Barony  of  Herftall.  It  was  on 
the  14th  of  September  1740,  that  the  Pruffian  Troops  entered 
his  Territories,  upon  which  the  Bilhop  of  Liege  publifhed  a 
long  Manifefto,  letting  forth  the  great  Injury  that  had  been 
done  to  him,  but  confeffing  at  the  Clofe,  that  the  Price  fet  by 
the  late  King  of  Pruffia  was  very  moderate;  and  that  he  had 
offered  to  pay  him  Iqtercft  for  that  Sum  at  the  Rate  of 
Four  per  Cent,  which  in  his  own  Opinion  was  better  than  fo 
much  ready  Money, 

He  remonftrafied  at  the  fame  Time  to  the  Courts  of  Vuma 
and  Paris  5  but  while  he  was  thus  bufy  in  drawing  Memorials 
and  making  Complaints,  the  Pruffian  Troops  lived  on  his  Sub- 
jeds  at  Difcretion  5  fo  that  at  laft  he  was  forced  to  fend  two 
Deputies  to  Berlin,  to  put  an  £nd  to  this  Difpute,  who  were 
•bliged  to  confent  that  his  Pruffian  Majefty  fliould  receive 
100,000  Florins  for  his  Pretentions  upon  Herftatt%  and  this 
Money  being  paid  on  the  23d  of  Qftober  in  the  Evening,  the 
Pruffian  Forces  evacuated  Afafeykthe  next  Morning,  Thus, 
according  to  his  qew  Method,  die  King  ended  this  Controverfy 
without  the  Formalities  of  a  Law-fuit. 

It  was  not  only  with  the  Bilhop  of  Liege  that  his  Majefty 
had  Difputes  j  for  about  the  lame  time  the  Duke  **  Cbevreufi, 
and  the  Marquis  de  Nefle  fet  up  their  refpc&ive  Claims  to  the 
Principality  of  Neufchatel,  againft  what  they  were  pleafed  to  call 
the  King  of  Prujjte?*  Usurpation ;  and  the  former  fent  an  Ad- 
vocate of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  the  latter  two  Advocates 
of  the  Parliament  of  Be/an  fen,  to  aflert  their  Claims ;  but  the 
Governor  of  Neufcbaiel  decided  the  Matter  preiently,  by  di* 
reccing  that  they  mould  all  quit  the  Principality  in  twenty-four 
Hours,  on  Pain  of  being  treated  as  Criminals.  This,  how-* 
ever,  was  but  a  Prelude  to  the  great  Stroke  of  all,  by  which 
bis  Majefty  added  a  great  Part  of  the  rich  and  fruitful  Country 
of  Silefia  to  his  Dominions ;  which,  inafinuch  as  it  has  been 
confidered  as  the  Occalion  of  the  late  general  War ;  the  Reader 
will  very  naturally  exped  that  we  fliould  be  a  little  more  parti* 
cuUr  in  the  Account  of  this  Angular  Transition, 

We 
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We  bare  already  (hewn  that  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburgh 
had  a  very  fair  Title  to  the  Principality  of  Jagendorf*  and 
other  Territories  in  that  Country*  which  the  Emperor  not- 
withftanding  united  to  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia -9  but  as  the 
Ele&or  tfill  kept  up  his' Claim,  and  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  had 
great  Need  of  his  Affiftance,  it  was  found  neccflary  to  give 
him  ibme  Satisfaction  ;  apd  accordingly  a  Treaty  was  let  ori 
foot  at  Berlin  in  x686,  whereby  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the 
Eledor  (hould  renounce  all  the  Pretenfions  of  his  Houfe  to  the 
Principalities  of  Jagemderf,  Lignite  Brieg*  and  Wolau*  upon 
Condition  that  the  Emperor  mould  yield  to  the  Ele&or  the 
Territory  of  Scbwihu.  The  Baron  de  Frytag,  who  managed 
this  Negotiation  iot  the  Court  of  Vienna*  with  the  Eledor 
Frederick  II.  fet  on  foot  at  the  fame  time  another  clandestine 
Treaty  with  the  Ele&oral  Prince  Frederick*  who  was  after- 
wards Fredertik  III.  Elector  of  Brandtnburgh,  though  he  is  ge- 
nerally called  Frederick  I.  becaufe  he  was  the  firft  King  of 
PruMa. 

Tne  Nature  of  this  fecret  Negotiation  was  very  dark ;  for 
there  were  fome  Family  Difputes,  in  which  the  Emperor 
threatened  to  take  Part  againft  the  Prince,  if,  at  the  fame 
time  his  Father  fubferibeo  the  Treaty  before  mentioned,  he 
did  not  fubferibe  an  Obligation  to  give  up,  as  foon  as  it 
(hould  be  in  his  Power,  the  Territories  of  Schwibus  for  a  fmaH 
Sum  of  Money.  Accordingly  when  he  became  EleAor  of 
Brandenburgb  the  Money  was  offered,  and  the  Territory  de- 
manded; but  all  the  Counfellors  of  the  new  Ele&or  advifed 
him  not  to  part  with  it,  as  he  had  been  compelled  to  make  this 
Agreement,  which  in  its  own  Nature  therefore  was  void ;  but 
the  Emperor  Leopold  infilling  upon  it,  and  threatening  to  ufe 
Force,  he  yielded  up  the  Territory,  but  refufed  to  confirm 
the  Renunciation  made  by  his  Father  of  his  former  Rights. 
Upon  this  Occafion  he  expreflfd  himfelf  to  his  Miniflers  in 
thefe  Words:  "  I  (hall yield  the  Territory  of  Schwibus  1  itbe- 
"  comes  me  to  be  as  good  as  my  Word  j  I  muft  and  I  will  do 
"  what  I  promifed.  As  to  profecuting  my  Rights;to  Silejiay  I 
"  leave  that  to  the  Care  of  my  Pofterity,  whofe  Hands  I  cannot, 
€i  I  will  not  bind  under  my  prefent  Circumftances,  when  it  is 
'*  neceflary  for  me  to  fubmit  to  this  Injuftice.  If  Providence 
u  and  Time  do  not  fuffer  the  Thing  to  take  another  Turn, 
H  the  only  Way  is  to  be  quiet;  but  if  God  orders  it  otherwife, 
"  my  Dependents  will  know  what  they  have  to  do/' 

Thus  the  Reader  fees  in  a  feiy  Words  the  Nature  of  thq 
King  of  Prujfiets  Claim ;  he  reprefented  both  Frederick  II. 
and  Frederick  III.   confequently  the  Rights  of  both  were  in 
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him ;  and  as  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  had  taken  away  the  Equi- 
valent, he  conceived  he  had  a  juft  Title  to  the  Territories 
formerly  in  the  Pofleffion  of  his  Family,  vi%.  the  Principality 
of  Jagerndorf,  and  other  Countries,  of  Which  he'  refolved 
immediately  to  take  Pofleffion/ He  had  two  Reafons  for  ad- 
ing  in  this  Manner,  without  any  previous  Declarations  made 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna  %  the  firft  was,  the  Male  Line  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  being  efttind,  and  the  Power  of  that  Family 
thereby  weakened,  he  thought  this  a  favourable  Opportunity 
of  doing  himfelf  Juftice;  and  that  he  fhould  be  wanting 
tp  himfelf  and  his  Pofterity,  or  Succeflbrs,  if  he  neglefted  it. 
His  fecond,  that  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  and  the  King  of 
Spain  forming  Pretentions  upon  the  Emperor's  Succeffion,  he 
was  deiirous  of  reconciling  bis  View  of  doing  himfelf  Juftice  to 
the  Inclination  he  had  of  affifting  Maria  7lhere/af  Queen  of 
Hungary^  in  maintaing  her  Rights  to  her  ^athe^s  Dominions 
agreeable  to  the  Pragmatick  Sanation. 

At  the  fame  time  therefore,  that  he  ordered  bis  Troops  to 
inarch  into  Silejia,  which  was  in  December  1740,  he  declared 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna,  that  not  with  (landing  this  Step  he  was 
difpofed  to  promote  the  Ele&ion  of  the  Duke  of  Ldrrain  to  the 
Imperial  Dignity;  that  he  was  willing  to  advance  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  two  Millions  of  Florins ;  and  that  he  was  ready  to 
employ  all  his  Forces  in  defending  her  Dominions  againtt  all 
her  Competitors.  But  thefe  Propofitions  were  abfolutely  re- 
medied, upon  which  a  War  enfued.  It  is  to  be  bbferv?d,  that 
in  this  Article  I  am  dating  the  Claims,  Pretentions,  and  Mea- 
fures  of  his  Prujpan  Majefty,  as  Matters  of  Fafit,  and  am  very 
far  from  taking  upon  me  to  decide  whether  the  farmer  were  well 
or  ill  founded  »  and  confeijuently  whether  the  latter  were  right 
or  wrong ;  but  this  much  I  tnink  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay, 
that  if  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  accepted  his  Propofal,  the  War 
5n  Germany  had  been  prevented,  and  the  Emprefs  Queen  had 
hot  yielded  more  to  the  King  of  Prujfia  than  he  is  poflefled  of 
at  prefent,  after  all  the  Blood  and  Treafure  fpent  on  both 'Sides 
In  this  fatal  Quarrel. 

His  Prufjian  Majefty  carried  his  Point  in  the  firft  Inftancc, 
that  is  to  fay,  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Silejia  without  much 
Oppofition,  and  the  Jtuflrians  having  brought  a  great  Army 
into  that  Country,  under  the  Command  of  Field-Marflial 
Count  Nieupergy  in  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Spring  his 
Pruffian. Majefty  gave  that  Army  Battle,  the  tenth  of  April* 
1741,  at  MohvitZy  in  which,  though  with  great  Effufion  of 
Blood,  he  gained  the  Vi&ory,    In  the  fucceeding  Year  having 
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marched  to  the  Affiftancc  of  his  Allies  the  French^  Bavarians* 
and  Saxony  into  Bohemia*  after  being  bafely  deferted  by  them, 
he,  A&y  the  twenty -fourth  1742,  fought  the  famous  Battle  of 
Czajlaw*  in  which  he  alfo  chimed  the  Vi&ory;  but  both  Par- 
ties being  now  weary  of  the  War^  a  Treaty  of  Peace  was  ne- 
gotiated between  his  Majefty  oh  the  one  Part,  and  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  on  the,  other,  which  was  concluded  and  figned 
June  ii,  at  Brefiaw  in* Silefia  5  by  which  the' greateft  Part  of 
that  Duchy,  and  the  whole  County  of  GJatz  were  yielded  to 
his  Majefty. 

But  this  valuable  Ceffion  did  not  hinder  him  from  entering 
into  the  League  of  Frankfort*  in  fupport  of  the  Emperor  Charles 
VII.  in  Confequence  of  which,  he  invaded  Bohemia*  and 
took  the  City  of  Prague  September  6th,  1^44*  which  obliged. 
Prince  Charles  of  terrain  to  :  march  from  the  R&ine  to  the 
Elbe*  with  the  Auftrian  Army;'  upon  which.  Approach  his 
Pruffian  Majefly  retired  with  His  Forces  towards  Silefia,  but 
Prince  Charles  preffinghard  upon  him  in  his  Retreat,  a  Battle 
enfued  at  Friedberg*  June  4th,  1745,  in  which  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  gained  a  clear  and  very  eompleat  Victory.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  this  Action  would  have  made  an  End  of  the 
War ;  but  the  Aufirians*  who  tfrete  now  joined  by  the  Saxons* 
and  had  formed  great  Views  6f  diftreffing  the  King  of  Pruffia9 
continued  their  Military  Operations  wifch  the  utirioft  Vigour ; 
and  On  the  thirteenth  of  September*  by  a  forced' March,  furpri- 
zed  that  Prince  near  Stadentz*  and  plundered  his  Baggage; 
but  by  the  great  Military  Skill  and  inimitable  Prudence  of  the 
King,  his  Troops  were  foon  brought  into  Order,  the  Battle  re- 
newed, and  a  glorious  Victory  obtained. 

Yet  the  Auftrians  ftill  perfifted  in  continuing  the  War,  pre- 
fuming  on  the  Diverfion  to  be  made  by  a  great  Body  bf  Ruffian 
Auxiliaries,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  have  marched 
through  Poland  into  his  Territories.  But  his  Pruffian  Majefty 
took  Advantage  of  the  Seafbn,  and  while  his  Enemies  were 
pleafing  themfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  invading  and  ruining  his 
Country,  the  old  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dejfau  with  a  Pruffian  Ar- 
my entered  theirs.  The  King  of  Poland  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don his  Hereditary  Dominions,  and  to  retire  to  the  Frontiers 
of  Bohemia  for  Safety,  Leipfick  opened  her  Gates  to  the  Con- 
queror, and  though  a  numerous  Army  of  Saxons  and  Aujlriam 
interpofed  to  preferve  Drefden*  yet  December  4th,  1745,  they 
were  totally  defeated  by  the  Prince  of  Anhalt  Dejfau*  with  half 
the  Number  of  Pruffian  Troops. 

The  King  entered  Drefden  in  Triumph,  and  having  over- 
come all  his  Enemies,  on  the  fourteenth  of  the  fame  Month 
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overcame  bis  Provocation  and  Rcfentment,  and  in  the  fotf 
Warmth  of  Vi£bry  gave  them  a  fair  and  equitable  Peace.  By 
which  SiUfia  was  again  folemnly  yielded  to  him  j  the  Saxons 

fave  bun  one  Million  of  Crowns  for  the  Expehce  of  the  War  $ 
is  Majefty  acknowledged  the  Emperor,  guaranty'd  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  £mpre&  Queen,  and  included  his  AJly  the  Eledor 
Palatine  in  the  fame  Treaty,  which  was  negotiated  under  the 
Mediation  of  his  Britanmck  Majefty,  and  the  Conclusion  of 
Which  once  more  fettled  the  Tranquility  of  Germany. 

The  Interefls  of  this  Monarch,  if  theywere  to  he  confidered 
at  large,  would  require  a  confiderahle  Treatife ;  but  we  ftiall 
t educe  them  into  a  narrow  Compafi,  and  treat  of  them  with  as 
much  Perfpkuity  as  we  are  able.  In  Quality  of  King  of  Pruf- 
fa  he  is  one  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  the  North ;  and  there* 
fore  it  is  his  Intereft  to  foe  the  Ballance  in  that  Part  of  Eu- 
topi  kept  exaftly  even ;  with  this  View,  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
he  will  have  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  Meafures  purfucd  by  Sweden 
and  Denmark^  pav  ftill  more  Attention  to  the  Behaviour  of  Po- 
land, and  be  molt  affiduoufly  watchful  of  the  increafing  Power 
of  Ruffia*  Upon  his  Diligence  and  Succefs  in  thofe  Points,  the 
Security,  Welfare  and  Grandeur  of  his  own  State  will  depend. 

How  far  it  is  poffible  to  manage  all  thefe  with  fuch  Addrefr 
as  tb  draw  fome  Advantage  from  feveral  of  tbofe  Powers,  and 
to  be  in  np  Danger  from  any  of  them,  may  beft  be  known 
by  confidering  the  Pradice  of  the  prefent  King,  who  has  ac- 
tually carried  this  Scheme  into  Execution  in  the  moft  difficult 
Conjuncture,  The  late  Revolution  in  RuJJia  changed  the 
whole  Syftem  of  his  Affairs  with  refpc&  to  that  Empire ;  in- 
ftead  of  a  clofe  Conjunction,  it  brought  about  a  Divifion  of 
Interefls,  and  from  an  intimate  Union,  created  a  diftant  Civi- 
lly intermixed  with  fome  Degrees  of  Jealoufy,  fo  much  harder 
to  be  removed  becaufe  they  were  natural,  as  being  derived  from 
his  clofe  Alliance  with  the  excluded  Family,  The  Power  of 
P*fpa  alfo  was  vaftly  increafed,  for  by  the  Ele&ion  of  the  Suc- 
cessor of  the  Crown  of  Sweden*  that  Kingdom  came  in  fome 
meafure  to  depend  upon  her :  Denmark  was  aw'd  by  her  fupe- 
rlor  Force,  and  by  the  old  Differences  between  that  Royal 
Family  and  the  Houfc  of  Helftein  j  while  Poland  was  firmly 
tied,  as  well  by  the  Intereft  of  the  reigning  Prince,  as  by  a  long 
and  uninterrupted  Alliance. 

But  the  admirable  Policy  of  the  Prufftan  Monarch  has  got 
die  better  of  all  thefe  Connexions.  By  marrying  bis  Sifter  to 
the  then  Succeflbr,  and  now  King  of  Sweden*  he  gain'd  an  In* 
tereft  in  that  Country  which  is  daily  increafing.    Denmark  is 
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bound  to  live  upon  good  Term*  with  him  ara  Neighbour,  at 
the  lame  Time  that  fhe  needs-  his  Affiftance  as  an  Ally.  He 
has  always  kept  a  good  Correfpondence  with  did  Republick;  and 
rotwithflanding  their  late  Quarrel,  has  now  as  good  a  Com* 
fpondence  with  the  Kin^oi  Poland  j  fo  that  he  has  now  exa&ly 
noddled  the  North  to  his  Mind :  And  notwhhftanding  the  vaft 
Power  of  Ruff*,  has  nothing  to  fear  from  her  Jealoufy,  and 
fell  Ids  to  apprehend  from  her  Influence ;  which  eafy  Situation 
of  bison  this  Side,  is  entirely  owing  to  his  own  great  Parts  as  a 
Politician;  and  muft,  to  every  competent  Judge,  ratfe  bis  Cha- 
lafler,  in  that  refped,  to  the  greateft  Height* 

As  a  Prince  of  the  Empire,  he  plainly  confiders  htmfelf  a» 
the  Guardian  of  the  GertnanUk  Conftitution  j  and  as  he  has  all 
Things  to  hope,  and  nothing  to  dread  from  die  Independent 
cv  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Empire,  he  has  very  wifely 
wewn  as  warm  and  fteady  a  Concern  for  their  Rights  as  for 
his  own.  At  the  very  Beginning  of  his  Reign  he  compro- 
mifed  die  Difputes  which  had  fo  long  fubfifted  between  bis 
Family  and  the  Ele&or  Palatine,  upon  every  equal  and  mo- 
derate Terms  ;  he  embraced  the  Friendship  of  the  Honfe  of 
Bavaria  when  it  was  neceflary  to  him  5  and  he  gave  the  higheft 
Proofs  of  his  Fidelity  to  the  Interefts  of  that  Family,  when  they 
food  in  the  greateft  Need  of  his  Friendship. 

In  a  Word,  he  has  16ft  no  Ally  in  the  Empire,  but  hat 
gain'd  many ;  he  has  reftored  the  Credit  of  the  Diet  of  Ratiflm^ 
by  giving  rower  to  the  Princes  of  the  Empire  to  fend  their 
Minifters  thither,  to  fpeak  their  true  Sentiments,  and  explain 
themfclves  freely,  inftead  of  fubmitting  implicitly  to  die  Imperial 
Decrees,  as  ,in  Times  paft  they  were  wont  to  do.  In  fhort, 
he  his  fo  conduced  his  Affairs,  as  to  be  univerfally  considered 
as  a  Gorman  Patriot;  that  is,  as  one  reiolved  to  maintain  the 
Eflenceof  the  Gsrmanick  Conftitution,  and  taprcferve  the  Li* 
berty  of  its  Members  from  all  interior  Influence,  as  well  as  fo* 
reign  Subje&ion  $  and  what  EfFeds  this  may  produce,  Time 
,  Has  already,  and  will  hereafter  declare. 

As  one  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Eurofof  die  prefent  King 
dPruflia  kerns  to  have  formed  to  himielf  a  Dengn  of  efta- 
Miflung  a  more  effe&ual  Ballance  than  has  been  hitherto 
known,  in  Virtue  of  that  Increafe  of  his  own  Dominions, 
which  has  put  it  into  his  Hands.  This  Point  was  never  fuf* 
fcfcntly  coniidered  by  any  of  our  Politicians,  or  to  fpeak 
plainly,  has  never  been  corifidered  by  them  at  all.  The  Si- 
tuation of  Franco  enabled  her  formerly  to  preferve  the  Bal- 
ance againfi  the  Houfc  of  Auflria  i  the  Situation  of  his  Sar~ 
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Jrnian  Majefty^s  Dominions,  enables  him  to  hold  die  Ballance  of 
ltaly%  and  to  keep  it  even  between  the  Houfes  of  Auflria  and 
Bturbon  ;  but  with  refped  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  he  has  no  lefs 
than  three  Ballances  in  his  Hands,  that  of  the  North,  that  of 
Germany,  and  the  great  Ballance  of  Power  againft  France. 

It  is  very  true,  that  during  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War,*  he 
t£ted  in  Confederacy  with  France;  but,  as  we  have  (hewn be- 
fore, this  was  abfolutely  againft  hb  Will.  If  the  Court  of  Vi- 
enna and  the  AHies  of  that  Court  had  not  confidered  his  Expedi- 
tion into  SHefia  as  an  Infraction  of  the  Pragmatick  San£Hon,  in 
which  Light  he  never  regarded  it  himfelf,  or  thought  it  would 
fce  regarded  by  others ;  he  had  certainly  taken  thecontrary  Side, 
aVhaving  no  Reafon  to  be  a  Friend  to  France  longer  than  he 
has  the  HoiHe  of  Auflria  for  an  Enemy*  He  (hew'd  in  his  laft 
Treaty  with  the  King  of  Potana\.  Ele&or  of  Saxory>  a  true 
Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  without  Doubt  it  is  his 
Intereft  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  theProteftants  in  Gern\anj\ 
he  is  too-  clear-lighted  a  Prince  not  to  fee  this ;  and  it  is  upon 
this  admirable  Faculty  we  ground  all'  our  political  Do&rines  in 
this  Se&ion. 

But  it  wHl  be  obje&ed,  thatfome  of  the  Admirers  of  the  pre- 
fent  King  of  Prujfia  have  magnified  his  Power  to  a  Degree 
much  beyond  what  he  is  ever  Hke  to  acquire,  have  promifed 
many  Things  for  him  which  he  is  never  likely  to  perform,  and 
have  kept  fuch  a  Silence  in  reference  to  the  Points-he  has  really 
purfued,  as  might  induce  the  World  to  fufpe£t  their  having  very 
dark  Notions-  of  that  Monarch'sForces,  Incfitiatiohs  or  Inte- 
refto.  In  anfwer  to  this  I  muft  iritreat  the  Reader  to  obferve, 
that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  mathematical  Certainty  m  Dif- 
courfes  of  this  Nature  ;  and  therefore  thofe  are  equally  in  Fault 
Who  pretend  magifterially  to  decide  what  fuch  a  Prince  will  at- 
tempt, or  what  he  may  be  able  to  atchieve ;  and  tHofe  who  on 
the  other  hand  exped  that  every'  thing  fliould  fall  out  exaftly 
according  to  a  Plan  laid  down  from  Conjectures: 

But  ftill  this  Art  of  forefeeing  future*  Events  from  ptudcntially 
applying  the  Knowledge  of  human  Nature,  the  Forces  of 
Government,  and  the  Lights  of  Experience,  ought  not  to  be 
defpifed.  Phyficians  cannot  always  cure,  becaufe  they-  cannot 
always  form  a  right  Judgment  from  their  Acquaintance  with 
the  human  (Economy,  and  their  Skill  in  difcerning  Symptoms 
of  the  Nature  of  Difeafes;  and  yet  none  but  Foils  difparage 
the  Study  of  Phyfick,  or  decry  the  Knowledge  of  Phyficians. 
There  is  no  Doubt  that  Statefmen  derive  vaft  Advantages  from 
fecret  Intelligence;  but  it  was  a.very  wife  Saying  of  Lewis  XIV, 
that  *ic  was  much  lefc  in  Pain  about  what  his  Enemies  might 
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learn  by  this  Method,  than  from  the  Hints  they  received  from 
the  Dutch  Gazettes.  It  is  difficult  indeed,  but  not  impoflible, 
to  guard  againft  the  EfFe&s  of.  Influence  of  Money  in  penetrat- 
ing the  Tranfadions  of  a  Cabinet;  but  it  is  far  more  difficulty 
and  borders  more  dofely  upon  Impoflibility,  to  hinder  fpecula- 
tive  Politicians  from  prying  into  even  the  clofeft  Defigns,  by 
the  Knowledge  they  have  of  Men  and  Things.  To  be  con- 
vinced of  this,. we  need  only  confider  what  ianguine  Promifes 
were  made  by  the  Statefmen  in  fome  Countries,  before  the  open- 
ing of  every  Campaign  during  the  laft  War,  and  the  bold  Judg- 
ments patted  by  undignified  Politicians,  that  few  or  none  of 
thofe  Promifes  would  ever  a&ually  be  fulfilled. 

It  would  be  no  difficult  thing  to  (hew  the  Reader,  that  the 
Revolutions  in  RuJJia,  in  Sweden*  and  in  Holland^  were  fore- 
feen  and  foretold  fome  Years  before  they  happened;  but  we 
will  confine  ourfelves  at  prefent  to  the  Points  immediately  be- 
fore us.  And  tho*  all  the  World  allows  that  there  never  was  a 
Cabinet  more  impenetrable  than  that  of  the  prefent  King  of 
Prujj/m9  yet  we  fball  endeavour  to-  (hew,  that  as  our  pad  Con- 
jectures have  not  been  altogether  vain,  fo  we  are  able  to  guefr 
at  what  his  Politicks  may  produce  in  Time  to  come.  We  were 
inclined  to  think  that  upon  the  Conclufion  of  a  general  Peace, 
that  Monarch  might  have  been  induced  to  change  his  Syftem  ; 
but  upon  feeing  the  Peace  concluded  at  Aix  la  Cbapelh>  and 
considering  the  Conduft  of  other  Powers,  we  are  deafly  of 
Opinion,  that  Time  is  not  yet  come.  We  are  fatisfied  that 
the  Schemes  formed  for  abawig  or  circumfcribing  the  Power 
of  this  Monarch  will  have  a  contrary  Effeft,  and  that  inftead 
of  dimmifliing,  there  is  the  higheft  Probability  that  they  will 
increafe  his  Power.  We  were  always  and  are  ftill  of  Opinion 
that  he  might  be  detached  from  Francer  and  that  he  will  never 
be  the  Dupe  of  Francs -9  but  we  fee  no  Ground  for  fuppofing 
that  proper  Meafures.  have  been  taken  to  bring  about  the  foi- 
raer,  or  that  by  the.  Steps  he  is  now  taking,  he  is  in  Danger 
of  falling  into  the  latter. 

He  has  great  Forces,  large  Revenues,  a  Genius  capable  pf 
conducing  both,  and  a  Moderation  that  will  reft  rain  him 
from  Attempts  fuperior  to  thefe.  He  knows  perfectly  well  the 
Grandeur  of  the  Sovereign  mull  be  eftablilhed  upon  the  Weir 
fare  of  the  Subjed,  and  this  has  excited  him  to  (new  the  fame 
Regard  for  the  Happinefc  of  his  People,  as  for  the  Extenfion 
of  his  own  Power,  or  rather  has  induced  him  to  make  the 
latter  always  fubfervient  to  the  former.  He  is  known  to  have 
an  Inclination'  to  become  a  Maritime  Power,  or  which  is  the 
fame  thing  ia  other  Words,  to  enable  his  Subjedb  to  increafe 
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their  Wealth  by  their  Indtiftry;  through  the  Channels  of  ft)* 
reign  Trade.  Now  though  there  are  many,  and  amongft  them 
perhaps  fome  Statefinen,  who  treat  this  as  a  Chimera,  yet  we 
liold  the  dired  contrary,  and  we  are  inclined  to  think,  that  this 
Monarch  and  his  Succefibrs  will  aftuaUy  carry  that  Point ;  and 
we  think  fo,  becaufc  there  is  no  great  Improbability  in  (uppo* 
fing  that  they  may  be  fome  time  or  other  Matters  of  a  Sea  Coaft 
Tour  or  five  hundred  Miles  in  Extent  It  would  require  more 
Time  and  more  Room  than  we  have  at  prefent  to  beftow*  to 
endeavour  the  Explanation  of  this,  fo  as  to  bring  it  within  the 
Reach  of  every  Capacity :  but  whoever  will  confult  the  Maps* 
confider  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  and  the  vaft  Improve- 
ments in  the  Power  of  an  abfolute  Monarch  to  make*  who 
knows  what  he  is  doing,  and  what  is  to  be  done  to  cany  a 
favourite  Point,  which  is  at  the  feme  time  his  People's  Point 
as  well  as  his  own ;  I  fay,  whoever  will  refled  upon  tnefe 
Things,  will  not  confider  what  we  have  advanced  as  a  vifionaiy 
Delufion, 

His  Views  might  certainly  have  been  altered,  his  Meafures 
changed,  and  his  Defizns  otherwife  direded  that  they  are. 
But  then  this  did  not  depend  entirely  upon  htm  j  there  muft 
have  been  a  Concurrence  in  other  Powers  to  have  brought  this 
about ;  for  to  manage  a  wife  Prince,  and  one  true  to  ms  own 
Interefts,  it  muft  be  (hewn,  that  thole  who  defire  to  have  him 
for  a  Friend  and  Ally  have  no  Intention  to  reftrain,  no  Incli- 
nation to  defeat  the  Meafures  he  takes  for  that  Purpofe,  while 
they  are  not  deftruAive  or  dangerous  to  them.  To  raariifeft  a 
Difpofition  contrary  to  this,  is  fufficient  to  give  another  Biafs 
to  his  Councils  5  and  when  we  lee  a  Prince  of  the  King  of 
Pru/fia's  Turn  continue  armed  at  an  immenfe  Expence,  we 
muft  conclude  that  he  has  fome  great  Enterprise  in  View* 
which  whenever  Time  (hall  difclofe,  it  will  alfo  dilcover  that 
he  took  proper  Meafures  for  carrying  that  Point,  whatever  it 
is,  which  thofe  Armaments  were  meant  to  compafs. 

The  Situation  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty's  Territories  is  fuch* 
as  obliges  him  for  Reafons  that  have  been  before  affigned,  to 
have  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  Affairs  of  the  North,  where  no 
Power  was  ever  predominant,  but  his  Predeceflbrs  fullered  fot 
it,  and  their  Dominions  and  Eftates*  With  refped  to  the 
Dukes  oiCourland)  they  have  been,  generally  fpeaking,  clofeljr 
allied  to  the  Houfe  of  Brandinburgh  by  Marriage,  which  as  it 
Ihews  the  ancient  Connexion  of  their  Interefts,  difcovers  alio 
the  Reafon  why  this  Prince  is  (till  fo  attentive  to  the  Choice 
which  the  Cour landers  are  Hill  to  make  of  a  ttew  Duke* 
The  Province  of  Stmogitia  in  P*knd>  with  the  Duchy   of 
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Ctorhmdj  divided  die  Ducal  Prujfia  from  the  Territories  of  die 
C*arina\  and  therefore  in  the  prefent  State  of  things,  it  U 
but  natural  that  the  King  of  PruJJia  fhould  defire  to  fee  the 
Hands  of  the  Polandtrs  ftrengthened,  and  the  Inhabitants  cf 
Courlendkt  intirely  free;  becaufe  he  might  then  flatter  him* 
fclf,  that  in  cafe  at  any  time  hereafter  the  Troubles  of  Ger- 
man fbov&d  revive,  his  Territories  would  be  fafe  from  any 
fatten  Invafion  by  the  Ruffians,  whh  which  he  was  threatened 
but  a  few  Years  ago,  when  his  Concerns  were  in  a  very  criti- 
cal Situation. 

It  is  alfo  very  likely,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  annex  what  die 
Swedes  ftill  retain  in  Pomerama9  to  the  reft  of  that  Country 
which  is  already  in  his  Pofleffion  5  not  from  any  Jealoufy  of  the 
Swedes,  or  from  a  Defire  of  aggrandizing  himfclf  at  the  Expence 
of  his  Neighbours  and  Allies,  but'on  the  Score  of  Convenience, 
and  better  Connexion  of  his  Eftates.  We  may  from  thence 
infer,  that  he  will  never  feek  to  procure  this  in  any  other  than 
an  amicable  Way,  and  with  the  Confent  of  the  Swedes,  in  Con- 
fideration  of  fome  kind  of  Equivalent  or  other,  which  may  be 
alio  more  acceptable  to  them.  It  may  be  this  Acauifition  is  ftill 
at  a  great  Diftance,  and  it  may  be  alfo  that  the  Meafures  which 
this  great  Monarch  has  concerted  in  reference  to  the  Affairs  of 
the  North,  will  bring  this  about  fooner  that  is  generally  ima- 
gined. But  be  that  as  it  will,  there  is  no  Queftion  that  when- 
ever it  is  effected,  the  Power  of  Prujfia  will  be  very  much  aug- 
mented thereby,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  Empire  will  then  ftand 
in  need  of  no  Guardian  without  the  Limits  of  Germany.  While 
thefe  Defigns  attract  the  Thoughts,  and  employ  the  Hands  of 
this  adive  Prince,  he  will  certainly  maintain  a  good  Correfpon- 
dence  with  all  thofe  Powers  that  are  Neighbours  to  him,  in 
refped  to  the  reft  of  his  Dominions,  which  will  leave  the  In- 
habitants of  the  United  Provinces  at  full  Liberty  to  redrefs  their 
own  Grievances  in  their  own  manner,  and  to  recover  the  an- 
cient Strength  and  Vigour  of  their  Government,  in  Confequence 
of  reftoring  that  Form  under  which  it  was  firft  conftituted,  and 
*  for  a  Ions  Series  of  Years  happily  flourifhed. 

But  whenever  thofe  Struggles  for  Power,  which  at  prefent 
embarrafr  and  diftrad  the  Potentates  of  the  North,  (hall  be 
ty  Negotiation  or  otherwife  compofed,  we  have  very  little 
room  to  doubt  that  his  Majefty  of  Pruffia  will  again  turn  hia 
Views  towards  the  Countries  of  Cleves  and  GueUhres%  and  the 
Principality  of  Eaji  Friejkmd,  where  he  has  the  very  impor- 
tant and  commodious  Port  of  Embden,  to  facilitate  the  Schemes 
he  may  form  in  favour  of  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjects,  to 
Which  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  will  apply  himfclf  with  equal 
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Induftry  and  Spirit,  whenever  the  Tranquility  ofifanps  ihall  be 
fo  thoroughly  fettled,  as  that  he  has  no  reafon  to  fufpe&  his 
Neighbours  may  force  him  fuddenly  into  a  War,  while  his 
Councils  are  wholly  taken  up  in  cultivating  the  Arts  of  Peace* 
flis  ere&ing  an  Afiatu  Company  demonftrates  what  we  have 
.advanced  to  be  Truth. 

He. will  by  that  Time  have  fcryed  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of 
whatever  Affiftance  France  may  have  found  it  her  Intereft  to 
give  him,  for  more  than  that  (he  will  never  give ;  and  his 
benfe  of  this  wilt  engage  him  not  to  perfift  any  longer  in  the 

,  Profecution  of  Meafures  acceptable  to  the  Court  of  Ver/aittts, 
than  they  are  conducive  to  the  Extenfion  or  Eftablifnment 
of  his  Power  and  Influence.  He  will  then  fee  that  Indepen- 
dency, and  being  at  the  Head  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in 
Germany,  is  fuificient  to  gratify  his  utmoft  Ambition,  and  to 
raife  him  to  the  higheft  Point  of  Authority,  by  making  him 
courted  and  refpeded  by  all  his  Neighbours,  and  as  Occafions 
offer,  the  Umpire  of  all  their  Differences. 

Thefe  are  indeed  but  Suppofitions,  but  then  they  are  built 
upon  folid  and  rational  Foundations ;  whereas  thofe  who  fancy 
that  he  will  be  fome  time  or  other  fwallowed  up  by  a  Confede- 
racy of  powerful  Neighbours,  or  defpoiled  of  a  great  Part  ©f  his 
Territories,  are  not  able  to  offer  either  Fads  or  Arguments  to 
countenance  their  Opinion,  fince  hitherto  we  have  never  feen 
him  attempt  beyond  his  Strength ;  nor  has  it  appeared  after 
many  Months  fpent  in  Regulations,  fre(h  Eftablilhments,  new 
Difcipline,  and  other  military  Improvements,  that  the  Power 
moft  concerned,  or  which  thinks  herfelf  moft  concerned,  to  tra- 
verfe  the  Defigns  of  Prujfia,  has  been  able  to  do  it  with  any 
great  Effe£r,  eve,n  in  Conjunction  with  a  very  ufeful  ^lly,  who 

.  ^fter  being  once  facrificed,  will  moft  certainly  take  care  to  pre- 
vent being  involved  again  in  the  like  Quarrel.  In  Points  of 
this  Nature  it  is  inexcusable  to  miftake  twice, 

Thefe  are  all  the  Reflexions  were  dare  hazard  at  prefent  upon 
this  SubjeS,  and  perhaps  there  are  very  few  political  Wri- 
ters who  would  have  ventured  to  fay  lo  muchj  but  as  we 
have  only  the  Reader's  Advantage  in  View,  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  be  fo  nice  in  that  Particular,  fince  whether  our 
Conje&ures  are  juftified  or  refuted  by  Events,  the  Advantage 
to  the  Reader  will  be  the  very  fame  ;  for  as  in  one  Cafe  he  will 
have  an  Opportunity  of  difcerning  in  what  manner  probable 
Judgments  may  be  drawn  from  political  Principles,  fo  in  the 
other,  the  Detection  of  thofe  Errors  will  contribute  not  a 
little  to  the  Increafe  of  his  Sagacity.  We  are  fo  far  from  pre- 
tending to  Infallibility,  that  what  we  offer  is  only  in  the  na- 
ture 


Digitized 


by  Google 


t  HS 1 

tiiK  8/ ah  EflW,  which  muft  be  fubmltted  fd  thofe  CorVcc* 
tions  that  all  Writings  of  this  kind  require*  and  in  Confe* 
t)uenc*  of  which  only,  they  can  be  brought  at  length  to  a 
tolerable  Degree  of  Certainty  and  Perfection* 


CHAP.    VIIL 

in  which  is  comprehended  a  clear  though  conctfe  Ac- 
count of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Austria,  the  Oppofition  it  has 
met  with  from  that  of  Bourbon,  and  the  pre* 
fent  State  of  the  firjl-mentioned  Houfe. 

*ipHE  DifpUtes  between  the  Houfes  of  Auftrid  and  hwn* 
*  bon^  having  been  the  principal  Caiifes  of  thofe  Troubles 
that  have  difturbed  the  Peace  of  Europe  for  feveial  Ages  paft* 
and  there  being  but  too  juft  Grounds  to  believe  that  thefe 
Debates  witl  be  rlo  lefs  fatal  to  the  Tranquility  of  fucceeding 
Times ;  it  may  eafily4be  conceived  from  hence,  that  nothing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  forming  a  juft  Idea  of  the  pre- 
fent  State  of  Things,  and  the  Maxims  of  Policy*  by  which 
the  feveral  Powers  of  Chrljlendom  regulate  their  Views*  than 
a  clear  and  diftin&  Account  of  the  Acquifitions,  Pretentions* 
Interests,  Gohtroverfies,  and  Connections  of  thefe  two  great 
Families. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  is  fo  wide,  and  fo  ample  a  Field* 
that  it  might  well  afford  Matter  fufEcient  for  feveral  large 
Volumes ;  but  out  Bufinefc  is  to  contra£r,  it,  to  feledt  from 
the  Materials  proper  for  fo  large  a  Hiftory,  thofe  Particulars 
that  are  fitted  for  the  Purpofes  before  mentioned^  and  by  rarjg* 
ing  thefe  in  right  Order*  td  afford  the  Reader  fuch  a  Pfofp&S 
of  this  Subject,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  him  to  obtain* 
even  fromfo  large  a  Hiftory,  though  written  with  all  the  Skill 
and  Accuracy  poflible.  This  Attempt  indeed  is  hardy  and  dif« 
ficult,  but  then  it  is  both  rational  and  requifite ;  there  is  nti 
proceeding  in  our  Plan  without  it,  and  he  who  aims  at  pleifirtg 
the  Publick,  and  who  has  already  received  Marks  of  their  Wil« 
lingnefs  to  be  pleafed  with  his  Endeavours,  will  never  think  any 
thing  hard  or  impracticable,  which  he  is  convinced  b  ncceflftr/ 
for  their  Service* 
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With  this  View,  and  with  thefe  Hopes,  let  us  begin  with 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  and  ufe  our  utmoft  Care 
and  Diligence  to  free  thofe  Circumftances,  that  are  moft  fuited 
to  our  Defign,  from  that  Obfcurity,  and  Embarraflment,  in 
which  they  have  hitherto  been  involved ;  chiefly  from  the  Pre- 
judices and  Prepofleflion  of  almoft  all  the  Hiftorians,  who  have 
undertaken  to  afford  us  Light  into  thefe  Matters ;  and  who, 
inftead  of  reprefenting  Things  as  they  really  were,  have  made 
it  their  Bufinefs  to  mifrepreient  diem  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as 
might  bring  the  World  in  general  to  embrace  for  Truth  their 
particular  Opinions. 

As  to  the  Original  of  this  great  and  flouriihing  Family,  there 
is  no  need  of  troubling  ourfelves,  or  our  Readers,  with  die  De- 
putes of  various  Writers  about  it;  thefe  very  Difputes  incon- 
teftably  prove  its  great  Antiquity,  and  the  different  Sentiments 
that  have  been  publiflied  about  it,  are  pregnant  Evidences  of 
a  Defire  to  entitle  many  ancient  and  illuftrious  Houfes  to  the 
Honour  of  being  allied  to  this.  The  moft  probable  and  bcft 
attefted  of  thefe  Accounts,  make  RodolpL  Count  of  Hatjbourg^ 
generally  reputed  the  Founder,  becaufe  he  was  the  firft  Emperor 
of  this  Family,  to  be  defcended  by  his  Father's  Side  from  the 
Counts  of  Tterftien,  near  Bajil,  in  Switzerland;  and  by  the 
Mother's  Side  from  the  ancient  Counts  of  Hapfbourg. 

He  enjoyed  from  his  Father  the  Langravate  of  Alface ;  and 
the  Glory  in  which  he  extricated  himfelf  from  feveral  unjuft 
Wars  that  were  made  againft  him  by  his  Neighbours,  induced 
the  Cantons  of  Uri9  Scbwitz,  and  Underwaid  to  demand  his 
Protedion ;  the  Cities  of  Zurich  and  Fribturg  did  the  like j 
the  Counties  of  Kyburgb,  Lentzburgh%  and  Baden,  came  to  him 
by  the  Death  of  his  Coufin ;  and  fome  other  Lordfhips  were 
added  to  his  Dominions  in  Right  of  his  Cohfort. 

The  Extent  of  bis  Reputation  exceeded  by  very  much  that 
pf  his  Territories;  and  the  Prudence  with  which  he  governed 
them,  induced  Oitocarus  King  of  Bohemia,  to  make  Choice  of 
him  for  his  Prime  Minifter;  which  Dignity  he  enjoyed  with 
the  Title  of  Great  M after  of  his  Houflxold.  In  this  Situation 
of  Things,  the  Empire  became  vacant  by  the  Death  ofHemyll. 
and  the  Affairs  of  Germany  fell  into  the  greateft  Confufion ; 
for  fome  endeavoured  to  raife  Alpbmfo  King  of  Cajiiky  others 
Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  to  the  Imperial  Dignity.  Indeed 
both  took  the  Title,  but  neither  enjoyed  the  Authority  of 
Emperor. 

During  the  Time  of  thefe  Difputes,  three  of  the  moft  ancient 
Families  extinguifhed;  by  which  the  Duchy  of  Swabia,  and  the 
Margravates  of  Aujiria  and  Tburingia  were  without  Sovereigns 
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or  lawftl- Prince*,  which  increafed  the  Diforders  in  Germany** 
fych  a  Degree,  that  feyeral  great  Cities  had  no  other  Way  to 
fecure  themfelves  from  thofe  Bands  of  Thieves  and  Plunderers, 
that  ravaged  whole  Countries  with  Impunity,  than  to  enter  into 
a  League  from  mutual  Defence,  in  fome  meafure  to  fupply  the 
Want  of  that  legal  Government,  by  which  they  had  been  for- 
merly protected. 

At  laft>  in  the  Year  1273,  when  this  Scene  of  Confufton 
had  wearied  oyt  even  thofe  *by  whom  it  was  occafioned,  the 
Ele&or  otMentz  fugeeftcd,  as  the  only  Remedy  for  thefe  Dif- 
©rders,  railing  fadolpb  of  Hapjbourg  to  the  Imperial  Dignity  7 
this  Propofal  was  immediately  embraced,  and  the  Electors  of 
Saxmy  and  Br^denkurgb  not  only  gave  their  Votes,  but,  to' 
ftrermthen  his  Jntereft,  and  to  render  him  more  able  to  fup- 
port  his  new  Dignity,  thty  each  of  them  married  one  of  hfs 
Daughters.  It  was  not  long  after  his  becoming  Emperor,  that 
he  formed  a  Reiki ut ion  of  obliging  Ottocarus  King  of  Bofymia 
to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  This  Prinre 
relying  on  his  Power,  and  taking  Advantage  of  the  publick 
Calamity,  had  feized  the  Dutchy  of  Swabia,  and  the  Mar- 

Savate  of  Aufiriav  hut  Rodolpb  loon  forced  him  to  give  up 
t  Duchy  to  his  fecond  Son;  and  even  infilled,  as  he 
had  a  Right  to  do,  upon  his  rendering  him  Homage  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Bohemia  j  which  was  extremely  mortifying  to  the 
proudeft  and  moft  ambitious  Prince  of  his  Time ;  who  could 
not  forget  that  the  Emperor  had  been  once  Mailer  of  his 
HouJhojd. 

At  length  however  he  fubmitted  to  what  could  not  be  de- 
clined, but  upon  Condition  that  he  fhould  do  Homage  to  the 
Emperor  in  his  Tent,  and  before  the  great  Officers  of  the  Empire 
only.  Rodolpb  condefcended  thereto;  but  when,  according  to 
the  Ceremony,  the  King  was  on  his  Knets  with  his  Han<Js  upon 
the  Gofpels  that  lay  open  in  the  Emperor's  Lap,  the  great  Of- 
ficers of  the  Houihold  who  were  prefent,  threw  themfelves  flat 
upon  their  Faces,  and  the  Sides  of  the  Tent  being  drawn  up, 
exhibited  this  extraordinary  Scene  to  the  whole  Impeti.il  Army, 
ranged  in  two  Lines  on  each  Side  of  the  Tent  for  that  PurpoftL 
This  provoked  the  King  fo  much,  that  at  the  Perfuafion  of  his 
Qiieen  he  renewed  the  War,  in  hopes  of  recovering  Aufiria^ 
Stiri  and  Carniola\  but  inftead  of  this  in  the  firft  Battle  he 
fought,  loft  the  Victory  and  his  Life  together. 

The  Emperor  Rodolpb  gave  another  Inftgnce  of  the  Quick- 
nds  of  his  Wit,  and  his  great  Prefence  of  Mind,  in  the  <Je- 
ftmony  of  his  Coronation  at  Aix  la  Cbapel!e9  when  the  Elec- 
tors made  fome  Difficulty  becaufe  the  Scepter  was  wanting: 
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There  is  a  Crucifix  yonder 9  (aid  the  Emperor,  lot  us  up  thai  fir 
a  Scepter.  There  was  no  rcje&ing  this  Expedient,  to  that  they 
were  obliged  to  do  their  Homage,  and  receive  the  Inveititure 
of  their  Dominions,  which  they  held  as  Fiefs  of  the  Empire, 
by  laying  their  Hands  on  the  Crucifix  inftead  of  the  Scepter. 
He  anfwered  in  alt  other  Refpeds  the  Expe&ation  of  thofe 
who  had  raifed  him  to  the  Empire ;  for  he  reftored  its  Domefttck 
Tranquility,  and  its*  Reputation  with  regard  to  Foreign  Na- 
tions; by  fuppreffing  fuch  as  made  vie  of  their  Power  to 
harras  and  difturb  their  Neighbours,  as  well  m  by  giving  new 
Vigour  to  the  Laws  for  the  Punifiunent  of  letter  Offenders 
every  where  throughout  the  Empire. 

It  is  true,  that  he  took  great  Care  of  his  own  Family, 
obliging  Henry  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  reftore  him  the  Towns  of 
Weh&y  Lintz^  Steyr,  and  Other  Places  upon  the  River  Ens, 
mortgaged  to  him  by  Ottoearms  King  of  Bohemia*  which  the 
Duke  parted  with  to  prevent  being  punifhed  for  the  Affiftance 
he  had  given  that  Prince  agatnft  the  Empire.  It  is  alfo  faid, 
that  the  Emperor  Rodoipb  fold  feveral  Rights  of  the  Empire  in 
Italy i  and  made  many  of  the  Cities  free.  But  in  doing  this, 
he  conceived  that  no  Prejudice  was  done  to  the  Empire,  iince 
he  never  affe&ed  to  be  powerful  in  Ztofy,  and  therefore  declined 
being  crowned  King  of  the  Romans  by  the  Pope,  or  of  Lorn* 
hardy  by  the  Archbifliop  of  Milan,  which  his  Predeceflbrs 
affe&ed  at  a  vaft  Expence. 

He  thought  an  Emperor  might  become  powerful  enough 
by  minding  his  Affairs  in  Germany,  and  that  their  frequent 
Journeys  into  Italy  had  been  prejudicial  to  the  Germans.  Until 
this  Emperor's  Time  all  Ads  of  State,  all  Laws,  and  all  Pro- 
ceedings in  Courts  of  Juftice,  had  been  written  in  Latin  ;  but 
he  changing  that  Cuftom,  ufed  the  German  Language  himfelf, 
and  eftablifned  this  Ufage  for  the  future ;  in  a  Word,  he  laid 
the  Foundation  of  the  Power  and  Grandeur  of  the  German  Em- 

J  ire,  as  vreH  as  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlriay  and  after  a  glorious 
Lcign  died  in  1291,  leaving  behind  hi/n  two  Sons,  Albert  Duke 
of  Aujiriay  and  Roiolph  Duke  of  Swabia. 

After  the  Deceafe  of  this  Prince,  the  Archbifhop  and  Eleiftor 
of  Mentz  procured  Adolphus  of  Najfau  to  be  elc&ed  Emperor, 
with  an  Intention  of  governing  the  Empire  under  his  Name  j 
but  finding  that  Prince  of  too  high  a  Spirit  to  bear  fuch 
a  Treatment,  he  deferted  him,  and  engaged  other  Ele&ors 
to  do  the  fame,  who  foon  after  took  upon  them  to  de- 
pofe  him,  and  to  ele£t  Albert  Duke  of  Auftria^  Emperor. 
This  produced  a  civil  War,  which  was  ended  in  the  Yeaj 
j  298,   by  a  decifive  Battle,  in  which  Albert  was  not  oihfj 
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vicarious,  but  alio  killed  his  Competitor  Aidpbut  with  his  own 
Hand,  and  thereby  fecured  to  himfelf  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Im- 
perial Dignity. 

The  ETe&or  of  Mentz  in  a  very  little  Tirhe  grewas  uneafy 
in  Regard  to  him,  as  he  had  been  in  refpe&  to  Jdo/pbus ;  and 
relying  on  his  own  great  Power  and  the  Influence  he  had 
over  the  Eledors,  had  the  Infolence  to  tell  him  once,  when 
they  were  hunting  together,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  do, 
than  to  blow  his  Horn,  which  hung  at  bis  Side,  and  imme- 
diately there  fhould  ftart  up  another  Emperor.  But  in  this  he 
fliewed  his  Vanity  and  Ambition,  more  than  either  his  Wif- 
don  or  his  Intereft ;  for  Albert  had  immediately  recourfe  to 
Arms,  and  forced  him  and  the  Electors  who  fided  with  him, 
Jo  a  fpeedy  Submiffion,  He  was  a  powerful  and  prudent  Prince, 
and,  like  Roddpb  his  Father,  alike  careful  of  the  Concerns  of 
his  Family,  and  the  Interefts  of  the  Empire. 

But  with  many  great  Qualities  he  had  (and  indeed  what 
Prince  has  not  ?)  fome  Mixture  of  Vices.  His  Ambition  was 
boundlcfs,  and  his  Government  arbitrary.  The  Governors  he 
fcnt  into  Switzerland,  which  belonged  to  him,  oppreffed  the 
People  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Cantons  of  Uri,  Scbwitz*  and 
Undkrweldy  refolved  to  make  tbemfelves  free ;  in  order  to  which 
they  entered  into  a  Confederacy  in  the  Year  1307  for  ten 
Yeats,  which  afterwards  they  renewed  in  1315%  and  made  per- 
petual :  And  this  was  the  Origin  of  the  Switz  Republick,  which 
has  fince  made  fuch  a  Figure  in  Europe.  For  the/  the  Emperor 
negleded  nothing  to  reduce  them  again  under  his  Dominion, 
yet  it  was  in  vain ;  for  partly  by  the  Situation  of  their  Country, 
and  partly  by  the  Bravery  of  the  People,  they  preferred  their  Li- 
berty in  fpite  of  all  his  Endeavours. 

He  married  his  eideft  Son  Rodolpb  to  Blanche  the  Daughter  of 
fbilip  the  Fair,  King  of  France*  by  which  he  gained  fome 
Advantages  to  his  Family.  After  her  Deceafe  he  efppufed 
IJddfo*  Queen  Dowager  of  Bohemia,  and  in  her  Right 
acquired  that  Kingdom,  which  now  for  the  firft  Time  was 
poffefled  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  but  he  dying  foon  after, 
they  loft  it  again.  As  for  the  Emperor  Albert,  he  continued 
to  govern  the  Empire  with  great  Honour  and  Reputation 
fcveral  Years,  in  which  Space  he  leflened  the  Power  of  the 
Clergy,  made  feveral.good  Laws,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  the 
Imperial  Authority  upon  a  firmer  Foundation  than  it  had 
hitherto  flood 

But  while  he  was  meditating  this,  and  other  great  Defigns, 
an  Aft  of  Injuftice  he  had  committed,  brought  him  to  an 
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untimely  End ;  for  having  undertaken  the  TuteHgte  of  hisKe* 
phew  phriy  the  Son  of  Kodobb  Duke  of  Swabia^  he  lefuftd 
when  of  Age,  to  put  him.  in  PoffeiSon  of  his  Country,  which 
provoked  him  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  took  an  Opportunity 
when  the  Emperor  was  hunting,  to  aflaffinate  him  on  the  firft 
of  May  1308,  in  a  Place  where  the  Monaftery  of  KmigsfeU 
was  afterwards  built  by  bis  Widow  the  Emprefs  Dowager  Ifa* 
be/la  or  Elizabeth. 

By  the  premature  Death  of  this  great  Monarch,  the  Houft 
of  Au/iria  loft  the  Imperial  Dignity,  which  they  did  not  re- 
cover for  one  hundred  and  thirty  Years  ;  though  lier  Chiefs 
continued  all  that  Time  to  be  reckpned  amongft  the  greateft 
*nd  moft  powerful  Princes  of  the  Empire ;  and  thfci  ftotwith* 
landing  their  Dominions  were  divided  into  feveral  di(Hn&  Prin* 
tripalities,  the  Pofleffors  of  which  frequently  differed  amongft 
themfelves.  At  length,  Albert  furnamed  the  Magnammm% 
having  married  Elizabeth^  the  Daughter  of  the  Emperor  Sigif- 
mndi  revived  the  Glory  of  his  Houfe ;  for  on  the  firft  <rf 
January  1438,  he  was  cle&ed  King  of  Hungary;  on  the 
fixth  of  May  the  fame  Year,  he  became  King  of  Bohemia  j  on 
the  twenty-fixth  of  June  following,  was  ele&ed  Emperor.  Ifc 
was  ope  of  the  braveft,  and  at  the  fame  Time  one  of  the  moft 
prudent  Prince?  of  his  Age.  He  me*  with  great  Difficulties  in 
maintaining  the  many  Dignities  to  which  he  was  raifed ;  but  by 
degrees  he  found  Means  to  bring  the  Hungarians  to  StrbmtAon  4 
he  next  drove  Uladijlaus  King  of  Poland  out  of  Bohemia,  by 
which  he  reduced  that  Country  into  a  State  of  Tranquility ; 
find  afterwards  engaging  in  a  War  againft  the  9Vflb,%e  forced 
their  Emperor  Amurath  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Belgrade*  when  he 
bad  lain  before  it  a  Year. 

He  would  undoubtedly  have  performed  ffiH  greater  Thingi, 
|f  he  had  not  been  removed  by  a  fudden  Death  on  the  twenty* 
fixth  of  October  1439.  He  left  behind  him  a  poftbumous  Son 
palled  Ladi/Iaus,  who  had  the  Titles  of  King  of  Hungary  and 
Bohemia ;  but  he  never  enjoyed  either,  though  die  Htmgarwu 
Vrcre  defirous  enough  of  putting  him  into  rofleffion  of  their 
Country,  if  his  Coufin,  who  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the 
Empire,  would  have  confented  to  it  j  but  whether  through 
Ambition,  or  frpm  fpme  other  Point  of  falfe  Policy,  he  kept 
jiim  at  Vienna j  where  at  toft  he  died  about  the  Age  of  eighteen, 
pot  without  great  Sufpicion  of  Poifon. 

Frederick,  furnamed  the  Peaetablt,  was  elefted  Emperor  on 

fhe  Peath  of  Albert  II.  in  the  Year  1440,  and  two  Years 

^fterwards  lie  married  the  Infanta  Eleonora%  Daughter  of  E4* 

Wfrd  |Cing  of  Portugal^  by  whom  be  had  his  Son  and  Suc- 

*  «■•'"•  ^cflbr 


Digitized 


by  Google 


C  '5i  ]  ' 

ceflor  A&ximiEan.  He  interpofed  his  Authority  at  the  famous 
Council  at  BaJU9  by  which  he  prevented  a  Schifm,  when  at 
the  very  Point  of  breaking  out ;  he  reformed  the  Laws  of  the 
Empire,  and  digefted  thofe  relating  to  Fiefs  into  one  Code, 
which  proved  very  beneficial  to  all  the  Members  ofiheGtrmanuk 
Body.  He  engaged  in  feveral  Family  Difputes,  which  ended  in 
a  War ;  but  by  Degrees,  and  by  din:  of  Patience  and  Prudence, 
he  extricated  himfelf  out  of  numberlcfs  Difficulties,  not  with 
Safety  only,  but  in  almoft  every  Inftance  with  Advantage. 

He  was  a  very  faving  Prince,  which  drew  upon  him  the  Re- 
proach of  being  covetous ;  but  in  reality  Frugality  was  to  him  a 
very  neceffary  Virtue  i  for  his  Prcdeceffors  in  the  Empire  hav- 
ing pofiefled  with  it  the  two  rich  Kingdoms  of  Hungary  and 
Btbemia,  were  confequently  able  to  fpend  liberally,  and  to  keep 
very  magnificent  Courts.  But  as  he  held  neither  of  thofe 
Kingdoms,  and  drew  but  a  fmall  Revenue  from  his  own  Ter- 
ritories, he  could  not  live  with  the  fame  Splendor  that  they  had 
done.  He  was  very  flow  in  his  Meafures,  but  withal  very 
fecure,  and  with  great  Prudence  eftablifhed  the  Grandeur  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria  upon  that  Bafts  on  which  it  has  hitherto 
fubfifled,  notwithftanding  all  the  vigorous  and  repeated  Efforts 
of  its  numerous  Enemies. 

There  were  two  things  that  contributed  extremely  to  this 
Eftablifhment  :  the  firft  was  the  Length  of  his  Reign,  which 
exceeded  half  a  Century,  and  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  greater  Things  foriiis  Family,  than  hitherto  any  Prince 
had  done  :  And  on  the  other,  the  Marriage  of  his  eldeft  Son 
Maximilian  to  Mary  Duchefs  of  Burgundy*  the  greateft  Heirefs 
in  Europe,  by  whom  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  acquired  an  im- 
menfe  Treafure  in  ready  Money,  and  thofe  that  are  dill  called 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands*  with  the  Provinces  which  have  fince 
composed  the  Dutch  Republick,  included.  This  Match  en* 
abled  the  Emperor  alfo  to  procure  his  Son  to  be  elected  King 
•f  the  Romans  in  his  Life- time,  which  was  a  very  wife  Pre- 
caution, fince  after  a  Reign  of  fifty-three  Years,  this  Monarch 
was  taken  off  fuddenly  ;  for  having  eat  plentifully  of  a  Melon 
after  Dinner,  and  drank  too  much  Water  upon  it,  this  proved 
the  Caufe  of  his  Death,  on  the  14th  of  Auguft  1493. 

Maximilian  I.  fucceeded  his  Father,  having  been  chofen 
King  of  the  Rinnans  in  i486.  He  was  in  his  Temper  one  of 
the  moft  generous,  as  well  as  in  his  Perfon  one  of  the  hand* 
fomeft  Princes  of  his  Time.  The  former  gained  him  the 
Affe&ion  of  his  Subje&s,  as  the  latter  had  procured  him  the 
Heirefs  of  Burgundy*  to  whom  all  the  great  Princes  on  the 
Continent  had  pretended    It  may  not  be  amifs  to  pbferve, 
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that  it  was  this  Lady  who  brought  the  large  Lip  into  the 
Auftrmn  Family,  at  Brantome  obferves  on  the  Authority  of 
$leanor  Queen  of  France,  who  was  Sifter  to  Charles  V.  who 
tjold  it  that  Gentleman. 

Befides  the  other  Bleffings  hf  poffeffed,  Maximilian  was  ono 
0f  the  moft  extraordinary  Princes  of  his  Age,  in  rcfped  to 
bis  natural  Abilities,  and  conquered  many  fignal  Difadvantages 
which  would  have  weighed  down  an  inferior  Genius.  He 
Could  fcarce  fpeak  plain  at  ten  Years  old,  and  afterwards  fpoke 
ib  faft,  that  he  could  hardly  be  underftood.  His  Father  put 
him  under  the  Care  of  Peter  Englebert,  who  was  a  downright 
pedant,  and  behaved  towards  him  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  gave 
him  a  Difguft  to  Learning ;  but  as  he  grew  up,  he  'corrected 
{hefe  Errors  by  his  own  Care  and  Diligence,  and  became  not 
prily  extremely  eloquent  in  his  own  Language,  but  fpoke  alfo. 
{he  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  Tongues  with  the  greateft  Purity. 

After  the  Death  of  Mary  of  Burgundy,  he  projected  a  fecond 
Marriage  with  Ann  of  Bretagm,  which  if  it  had  taken  Effect 
would  have  been  no  lefs  beneficial  to  him  than  the  former,  but 
h'e  was  fupplanted  in  this  by  the  French  King  Charles  VIIL 
Upon  this  Difappoinment  he  married  Blanche  Daughter  to 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  with  whom  he  had  a  prodigious  Sum 
in  ready  Money,  which  enabled  him  to  recover  that  Part  of 
Auftria  that  had  been  conquered  by  Mathias  Corvinus  King  of 
Hungary.  His  Care  of  his  own  Concerns  did  not  hinder  him 
from  being  very  attentive  to  thofe  of  the  Empire ;  for  in 
the  Year  1495,  he  eftablifhed,  in  a  Diet  at  Warms,  the  fa- 
mous Conftitution  for  the  Security  of  the  publick  Peace,  and 
$t  the  fame  Time  created  an  Imperial  Chamber,  for  hearing 
?tnd  determining  in  a  legal  Manner  the  Differences  and  Dif- 
putes  between  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  which  before  hi9 
Time  had  been  feldom  decided  any  other  way  than  by  the 
Sword.  He  continued  the  War  which  his  Father  had  begun 
againft  the  Swifs  Cantons  5  but  after  being  defeated  in  eight 
Battles,  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  them  in  1499. 

The  Year  following  he  fettled  a  Council  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Empire ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  divided  it  into 
Circles,  of  which  there  were  originally  but  fix,  viz.  Franconia, 
Bavaria,  Swabia,  the  Rhine,  Wefiphalia,  and  Lower  Saxony  ; 
$ut  in  151 2,  there  were  four  other  Circles  added  ;  viz.  thofe 
pf  Auftria,  Burgundy,  the  Lower  Rhine,  and  Upper  Saxony* 
Authors  ^re  very  much  divided,  as  to  the  Time  in  which 
Aujlria  was  erefted  into  an  Arch-Duchy  5  and  there  are 
good  Authorities  which  afcribe  this  to  five  feveral  Ponces ; 
£\k  however  the  moft  provable  Account  is,  that  'Jl&aximiliam 

gave 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[  '53  1 

gave  it  this  Title,  to  diftinguilh  it  from  all  the  other  Principali- 
ties of  the  Empire  and  of  Europe. 

The  Venetian  having  refufed  him  a  Paflage  thro*  their  Ter- 
ritories, he  was  offended  with  it  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he 
engaged  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  France  in  the  League  of 
Cambray  a  gain  ft  that  Republick,  which  was  very  near  being 
fatal  to  it.  The  Lofs  of  the  Battle  of  Agnad*l\\w\  infallibly 
drawn  after  it  that  of  all  their  Territories  upon  the  Continent, 
if  fome  Mifunderftanding  had  not  arifen  between  the  Powers 
embarked  in  that  Alliance.  The  Venetians  themfelves  were 
fo  aftonifhed  when  they  faw  the  Emperor  become  Mafter  bfc 
Versna,  Brefcia,  Bergamo,  Padua,  Vtcenza,  Lodi,  and  other 
fortified  Places,  that  they  offered  him  an  annual  Tribute  of 
fifty  thoufand  Ducats  to  be  taken  under  the  Prote&ion  of  the 
Empire ;  and  without  doubt  it  was  the  greateft  Miftake  in  his 
Reign,  that  he  neeleded  this  Offer:  for  the  Republick,  reco- 
vering from  their  Fright,  and  having  prevailed  upon  Lewis  XII. 
of  France  to  quit  the  League,  foon  brought  rnoft  of  thefe 
Places  again  under  their  Obedience;  fo  that  except  -R/to 
and  Raver edo,  the  Emperor  kept  nothing  at  the  Peace,  which 
he  fold  the  Venetians  for  two  hundred  thoufand  Ducats,  one  half 
of  which  Sum  wias  paid  by  France. 

In  this  War  the  Emperor  had  the  Affiftance  of  the  Sioifs% 
in  virtue  of  the  hereditary  Convention  he  had  made  with  ' 
them ;  fo  that  he  found  them  mdre  ufeful  to  him  as  Allies, 
than  he  could  have  made  them  as  Subjeds.  In  1515,  he 
united  the  County  of  Goritx  to  his  Dominions,  upon  the 
Death  of  the  laft  Count  without  Heirs.  He  received  with  great 
Magnificence,  Sigifinund  King  of  Poland*  and  Uladiflaus  King 
of  Hungary,  at  Vienna ;  at  which  Interview  he  renewed  the 
Treaty  of  Succeffion  with  the  laft  of  thefe  Princes,  by  which 
he  gained  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  for  his  Pofterity.  His 
Reign,  though  (hort  in  Comparifon  of  his  Father's,  was 
glorious  for  himfelf,  very  ufeful  to  the  Empire,  and  exceedingly 
happy  for  his  Family.  He  died  at  fVeUs  in  Aujiriay  oh  the 
twelfth  of  January  1519. 

This  great  Monarch  had  only  one  Son,  Philip,  who  died 
Wore  him;  he  efpoufed  Jane  the  Daughter  of  Ferdinand  of 
Arragon,  and  IfaheUa  of  Caftile,  who  brought  him  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Spain  for  her  Fortune.  Don  Juan  Antonio  de 
Vera,  a  Spani/b  Hiftorian,  gives  us  this  Charader  of  him : 
"  His  Temper  and  his  Manners,  fays  he,  gained  him  not  only 
"  the  Love  of  his  Subjects,  but  alfo  of  his  Enemies ,  he  was 
"  very  beneficent,  but  hp  Gifts  were  fnytfl,  and  like  tbofe  of 
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<*  a  private  Man,  for  he  had  not  Time  to  (hew  that  he  had  the 
*'  Soul  and  Gencrofity  of  a  King.  His  Queen  was  fo  fond  of 
*'  him,  that  his  Death,  which  happened  in  the  Year  1506,  coft 
**  that  Princcfs  her  Senfes  j  flic  directed  his  Body  to  be  embalm* 
u  ed,  and  carried  it  every  where  about  with  her ;  a  memorable 
44  Example  of  conjugal  Tendernefs  !  and  though  in  itfelf  an 
**  A£t  of  Polly,  has  been  admired  by  Men  of  the  beft  Senfe." 

King  Pbitip  left  behind  him  two  Sons,  Charles  born  the 
twenty-fourth  of  February  1500,  and  Ferdinand  born  the 
tenth  of  March  1503.  He  had  I  ike  wife  four  Daughters; 
Eleomra,  Who  efpoufed  Don  Emanuel  King  of  Portugal*  -and 
afterwards  the  French  King  Francis  I.  I/aiella,  who  married 
Chri/lian  If.  King  of  Denmark',  Mary,  who  efpoufed  Lewis 
King  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary;  and  Catharine,  firft  promifed 
to  John  Frederick  Ele&or  of  Saxony,  and  afterwards  married  to 
John  III.  King  of  Portugal 

Philip  made  a  Treaty  with  Lewis  XII.  of  France,  for  the 
Divifioo  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ;  and  by  his  laft  Will 
dire£ed  that  he  (houfd  have  the  Tuition  of  his  eldeft  Son, 
deuring  that  he  would  provide  fome  able  Man  to  have  the 
Care  of  bis  Education,  which  that  Prince  faithfully  fulfilled, 
by  appointing  William  de  Cray  of  the  Houfe  of  Chiewes  to  that 
Employment,  who  was  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft- bred  Men  of 
his  lime,  and  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Pupil's  For* 
tune*  by  an  excellent  Education. 

;  This  young  Prince  Charles,  whom  his  Grandfather  Maxi- 
motion  I.  could  not  prevail  upon  the  Electors  to  choofe  King 
of  the  Ramans  in  his  Life-time,  fucceeded  him  after  his  De- 
cease, and  became  Emperor  by  the  name  of  Charles  V.  chiefly 
by  the  Influence  of  the  Electors  of  Momt%  and  Saxony.  He 
yielded  €0  the  Arch-Duke  Ferdinand  his  Brother,  all  the  Do- 
minions belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  in  Germany,  re- 
fcrving  to  himfelf  the  Succeffions  of  the  Kings  of  Spam  and 
Dukes  of  Burgundy.  He  added  to  the  Low-Countries,  the 
J.ordfbips  of  Utrecht  and  Over-YJfel,  which  came  to  him  by 
the  Donation  of  Henry,  Bi(hop  of  Utrecht.  He  afterwards  ac- 
quired the  Duchy  of  GueJdres,  and  the  County  of  Zutphen,  on 
the  Death  of  their  laft  Duke  Charles.  The  Countries  of  Frieze 
and  Gronin^uen^  he  purchafed  from  George  Duke  of  Saxony, 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Florins  in  Gold.  He  an* 
vexed  I  ike  wife  the  Towns  of  Cambray  and  Lingen  to  thofc 
Provinces  ;  and  for  their  Security,  incorporated  the  whole  in- 
to the  Empire,  under  the  Title  of  the  Circle  of  Burgundy.  He 
fcad  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Reign  many  Wars,  and  was  in  raoft 
of  them  verv  fuccclsful. 
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In  the  Year  1521,  be  entered  into  a  League  with  Pope 
l*t  X.  in  Confequence  of  which  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
Parma,  Plaeentia,  and  Milan,  which  I  aft  he  reftored  to 
Puke  Fronds  SJorza.  He  raifed  to  the  Papacy  Adrian  VI.  who 
bad  been  his  Preceptor.  The  Conftable  of  Bourbon  quitting 
the  Service  of  his  natural  Prince,  and  entering  into  his,  he 
made  an  Irruption  into  Prevence,  where  he  took  the  Cities  of 
Aix  and  Toulon,  but  was  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  MarJeiJles 
by  the  fteady  Refiftance  of  the  Inhabitants.  He  afterwards  re- 
paid the  Aipes,  which  encouraged  the  French ,King  Francis  i« 
to  invade  the  Afilantfe,  and  lay  Siege  to  Pavia,  which  by 
making  an  obftinate  Defence,  gave  the  Intperialifts  Time  to 
collect  their  Forces;  and  the  King,  againft  the  Sentiments  of 
his  principal  Officers,  having  ventured  to  give  them  Battle,  not 
only  loft  it,  but  with  it  his  Liberty. 

This  could  not  but  give  the  Emperor  much  Satisfaction, 
jtnee  King  Francis  had  been  Competitor  againft  him  for  the  im- 
perial Dignity ;  and  perhaps  it  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to 
this,  that  he  fent  him  Prtfoner  into  Spain,  where  he  remained 
under  a  hard  Captivity  for  three  Years,  and  even  then  did  not 
obtain  his  Liberty,  but  upon  very  fevere  1  erms;  for  the  Per- 
formance of  which  he  gave  his  Children  as  Hoftages.  A  Pro- 
ceeding that  does  this  Emperor's  Memory  no  great  Honour, 

On  his  Return  into  his  Dominions  however,  the  French 
King  enter'd  into  a  League  againft  the  Emperor  with  the  then 
Pope  Clement  VII.  and  the  Venetians  j  which  fo  provoked  Cborle$m 
that  he  ordered  his  Forces  under  the  Command  of  the  ConfUbk 
of  Bourbon,  to  enter  the  Ecclefiaftical  Territories,  where  h? 
foon  carried  all  before  him,  took  and  facked  the  City  of  Rome* 
and  befieged  his  Holinefs  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angtle,  while  bf 
an  unaccountable  Strain  of  Popifl)  Bigotry  and  Hypocrify,  they 
were  making  folemn  Proceffions  in  Spain  for  his  happy  De<» 
Jivcrance. 

The  Dodrine  of  Luther  prevailing  in  Germany,  the  Em- 
peror, who  at  firft  did  not  give  much  Attention  to  them,  or 
perhaps  inclined  in  bis  own  Mind  to  a  Reformation,  furmif* 
iflg  afterwards  they  might  prove  dangerous  to  his  Authority* 
fefolved  to  extineuifh  them  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  affembled'  a 
JDiet  at  Spire,  and  by  a  Decree  dated  the  1 3th  of  O&ober,  1 529* 
tKre&ed  that  the  Lutherans  fhould  be  proceeded  againft ;  upon 
which,  feveral  Princes  who  had  embraced  thofe  Sentiments, 
frotefted  in  favour  of  their  Religion,  and  fo  they  came  to  be 
called  ProuflanU,  and  the  Doctrine  of  Luther  was  thencefor- 
ward ftiled  rt»  ¥r$$<m  F*Hb% 
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The  fame  Year  the  Emperor  concluded  a  Peace  with  Fran* 
ess  I.  at  Camhray,  but  it  did  not  laft  Ion? ;  for  the  Duke  of 
Milan  having  caufed,  as  it  is  faid,  a  French  Ambaffador  to  be 
killed  in  his  Dominions,  King  Francis  raifed  a  great  Army  in 
order  to  revenue  this  Affront;  but  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having 
refuted  him  a  railage  through  his  Territories,  he  turned  his 
.Arms  againft  him,  and  took  from  him  without  any  Pretence, 
but  that  of  fuperior  Force,  all  his  Countries. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Duke  of  Milan  died  without  Iffue, 
upon  which  the  Emperor  entered  into  Pofleffion  of  that  Country, 
as  devolving  to  him  in  the  nature  of  a  Fief;  which  kindled  a 
new  War  in  Italy,  and  in  the  Low-Countries;  however  in  the 
Year  1537,  a  Truce  was  concluded  for  ten  Months  ztTerouanne; 
which  was  prolonged  foon  after  at  Nice  for  ten  Years.  It  was 
in  this  Space,  that  upon  a  popular  Infurredion  in  the  City  of 
Ghent,  the  Emperor  demanded,  and  was  permitted  to  pafs  through 
France,  where  he  received  very  great  Honours,  and  was  treated 
with  much  Gene rofity  by  Francis  h  to  whom  it  is  faid  he  pro- 
mifed  on  that  account  to  reftore  the  Duchy  of  Milan ;  which 
however  it  is  certain  he  neither  did,  nor  intended  tp  do,  which 
with  fome  other  Grievances,  engaged  the  French  King  to  break 
the  Truce,  and  enter  into  a  War  with  the  Emperor;  who 
thereupon  made  a  League  with  the  King  of  England,  whofe 
Affiftance  at  that  Time  was  of  great  Confequence  to  him. 

Yet  the  Imperialifts  being  defeated  near  Carignan,  and  the 
Emperor  being  afraid  that  the  French  would  take  Advantage 
of  the  Religious  Difturbances  in  Germany,  refolved  to  con- 
clude a  Peace  in  Time,  which,  tho*  fome  Years  after,  was 
accordingly  done  at  Grefpy.  There  never  lived  a  Prince  who 
bad  a  better  Title  to  the  high  Chara£ters  of  a  great  Captain 
and  a  confummate  Politician,  than  Charles  V.  He  gained 
every  Advantage  by  his  Arms  that  it  was  poffible  to  gain  by 
them ;  and  he  very  foon  faw  when  thefe  Advantages  were  no 
longer  in  his  Power,  and  then  he  had  recourfe  to  Treaties,  in 
which  no  Monarch  knew  better  how  to  manage  his  Intereft- " 
than  he  did,  or  gained  more  in  the  Courfe  of  feveral  intricate 
Negotiations. 

The  Proteftants  were  now  become  extremely  formidable  in 
Germany;  for  upon  publifhing  the  Decree  of  the  Diet  of  Spire* 
they  formed,  as  it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  do,  a  Confede- 
racy for  their  own  Prefervation ;  which,  from  the  Place  where 
it  was  concluded,  had  the  Title  of  the  League  of  Smakald* 
and  makes  a  great  Figure  in  the  German  Hiftory.  The  Empe- 
ror going  to  Bologna  to  be  crowned  by  the  Pope,  had  a  very 
fcrious  Conference  with  him  upon  this  Subje&;    in  which 
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he  preffed  him  to  call,  before  it  was  too  late,  a  general  Council 
for  the  Reformation  of  the  Church,  as  the  fureft  and  mod 
effedual  Means  for  remedying  thefe  Diforders;  the  Mifchicfs 
attending  which  he  forefaw,  and  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft 
Colours.  But  his  Holinefs  was  of  a  different  Opinion ;  he 
thought  that  this  was  being  too  complaifant  to  Heretickt  ;  and 
therefore  infifted  that  they  ihould  be  compelled  to  Obedience, 
in  which  the  Emperor  acquiefced,  but  refolved  to  do  it  in  his 
own  Method. 

On  his  Return  therefore  to  Germany,  he  fummoned  a  Dfet 
to  be  held  at  Augftourg  on  the  eighth  of  Auguji  1530  ;  where 
the  Proteftants  appeared,  and  prefented  a  Confeffion  of 
their  Faith,  (hewing  plainly  that  they  adhered  to  the  true 
Church  of  Cbrifti  and  that  they  reje&ed  only  the  Superfti- 
tions  of  the  Church  of  Rom*,  which  were  of  late  Date,  and, 
fo  far  from  being  authorifed  by,,  that  they  were  incompatible 
with  the  Gofpel.  This  however  was  fo  far  from  having  the 
defigned  EfkSt  of  procuring  Peace  and  due  Liberty  of  Con* 
fcience,  that  it  brought  about  quite  the  contrary,  through  the 
Emperor's  Management. 

For  in  that  Diet  an  Edi£t  was  framed  for  reftoring  all 
Things  to  their  former  State,  and  for  maintaining  the  Church, 
that  is,  the  Church  of  Rome,  by  the  Secular  Arm;  fo  that  the 
Proteftants  faw  themfelves  obliged  either  to  part  with  their 
Religion,  or  to  fight  for  and  defend  it,  and  they  chofe  the  latter. 
This  opened  a  long  and  bloody  War  in  the  Empire ;  in  which 
at  firft  the  Emperor  was  fuccefsful  ;  for  in  the  Battle  of  Mulberg 
he  defeated  the  Confederate  Army,  and  made  the  famous  John 
Frederick  Ekflor  of  Saxony,  who  was  at  their  Head,  Prifoner, 
which  gave  the  Proteftants  a  dreadful  Blow. 

He  foon  after  got  into  his  Hands  the  Landgrave  of  HtJJi+ 
by  an  Artifice  of  the  famous  Cardinal  GrenvelU,  a  great  Po- 
litician, but  one  of  the  wickedeft  Men  of  that  Age;  who  by 
changing  the  Letter  in  the  fafeConduft  given  to  that  Prince, 
furnilned  the  Emperor  with  a  Pretence  for  detaining  him ;  which 
pitiful  Artifice,  bow  much  foever  it  might  be  for  his  Intereft,  was 
highly  and  will  be  ever  detrimental  to  his  Honour.  He  carried 
thofe  two  illuftrious  Princes  about  with  him,  and  thereby  fo 
terrified  the  Proteftants,  that  they  began  to  fall  ofr  from  their 
League;  by  drawing  off  Prince  Maurice  of  Saxony  to  his 
Party,  through  Hopes  of  granting  him  the  Inveftiture  of  his 
Coufin's  Dominions,  under  Pretence  that  his  War  againft  the 
EleSor  was  founded  on  Motives  of  State,  and  not  of  Religion, 
he  divided  them  ftill  more;  and  by  befieging  fome  of  the 
ImjKftal  Cities  that  had  taken  their  Part,  he  frighted  them  into 
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filch  Competitions*  as  coft  them  much  more  Money  than  would 

have  been  neceffary  to  fecure  their  Freedom,  by  fupporting 

the  Confederacy  into  which  they  had  entered  for  that  rurpofe. 

The  City  qi  Magdebourg^ alone  remained  firm  to  thofe  En- 

fagernents,  its  Inhabitants  rcfolving  to  hazard  their  Lives  and 
orrunes  rather  than  their  Conferences ;  and  thofe  generous 
Sentiments  of  theirs  enabled  them  to  make  a  long  and  vigo- 
rous Defence,  which  afforded  the  Proteftants  time  to  recover 
their  Spirits,  and  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  reftoring 
their  Affairs,  and  obtaining  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion* 
This  was  the  firft  great  Chfis  of  what  was  called  the  new,  but 
which  in  reality  deferved  better  to  be  ftilcd  the  old  Religion  ; 
And  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Magdebourg  had  been  lefa  zealous, 
or  to  fpeak  plainly,  if  Providence  had  not  enabled  them  to 
triumph  by  their  Gonftancy  over  all  the  Fury,  as  well  as  over 
the  fuperior  Forces  of  their  Enemies,  Papal  Authority  would 
have  regained  by  the  Sword  all  that  it  had  loft  in  Confequence 
of  that  general  Reception  the  Arguments  of  Lutber  and  his 
Followers  had  met  with  throughout  all  Germany. 

From  hence  by  the  Way,  the  Reader  may  difcern  two 
Points  of  very  great  Confequence  in  Politicks.  The  firft  is,  rhat 
religious  Principles  are  much  more  capable  of  fuftaining  and 
Aipporting  a  firm  and  determined  Courage,  than  either  poli- 
tical Notions  or  Views  of  Intereft;  which  (hould  induce  Statef* 
men  to  be  very  cautious  of  running  down  Religion  in  general, 
which  can  never  have  any  better  Efted  than  corrupting  and 
daftardizing  fuch  as  are  deluded  into  thefe  loofe  Sentiments  -, 
for  this  is  an  infallible  Maxim,  that  he  who  does  not  think 
himfelf  accountable  to  God,  will  never  do  any  thing  worthy  *>f 
a  Man.  The  fecond9  that  Firmnefs  and  Refolution,  with  any 
competent  Degree  of  Strength,  will,  generally  fpeaking,  com- 
mand Succefs,  and  that  frequently  beyond  the  Reach  of  Pro-* 
bability  5  fo  that  in  a  good  Caufe,  Men  ought  feldom  or  ne/er 
to  defpair,  but  rather  confider  how  they  may  difcharge  their 
Duty  to  God  and  their  Country,  and  leave  the  IfTue  to  Provi- 
dence, by  which  they  are  to  be  protected  here,  or  rewarded 
hereafter.     But  to  proceed  with  our  Hiftory. 

The  French  King  Henry  II.  faw  the  falfe  Step  he  had  taken 
in  not  fupporting  the  Proteftants  in  time,  and  therefore  refolved 
to  repair  his  Error  if  it  was  poffible,  by  fending  them  powerful 
Succours,  provided-he  was  fure  they  would  not  come  too  late* 
He  firft  entered  into  Intrigues  with  their  Chiefs,  and  finding 
they  were  beginning  to  recover  their  Spirits,  and  that  they  were 
yet  able  to  raife  great  Numbers  of  Men,  he  furnifhed  them 
with  considerable  Sums  of  Money ;  and  next  attempted  the 
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Fidelity  of  Maurice*  to  whom  the  Emperor  had' given  tKelni 

veftiture  of  the  Electorate  of  Saxony,  and  who  then  commanded 
his  Army  before  the  City  of  Magdeburg.  That  Prince  was  a 
great  Politician,  and  forefeeing  the  Dangers  to  which  hie  might 
be  expofed,  in  cafe  the  Protectants  were  crufh'd,  he  rofolved  to 
affift  them;  with  much  Secrecy  at  firft,  by  protracting  the 
Siege,  and,  when  they  had  gathered  Force  (efficient  to  fuppoit 
him,  to  declare  openly  in  their  Favour. 

He  executed  this  Scheme  with  fuch  Dexterity  and  Soocefe, 
that  he  conitrairicd  the  Emperor  to  retire  into  Tyrol*  and  was 
very  near  feizing  his  Perfen  at  Infpruck ;  from  whence  he  was 
obliged  to  make  his  Efcape  with  the  utmoft  Precipitation  to 
Vitiaco*  in  the  Dominions  of  the  State  of  Venice.  The  French* 
who  affifted  the  Protectants  merely  with  a  View  to  their  own 
Intereft,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the  Duchy  of  Milan*  and 
fazing  fome  Places  that  lay  conveniently  for  them  in  Germany^ 
found  themfelves  deceived  in  their  Expectations  by  the  Wiidom 
of  the  Emperor*  and  the  pub  lick  Spirit  of  Prince  Maurice  of 
Saxony*  for  the  former  having  given  full  Powers  to  Ferdinand 
King  of  the  Romans*  to  treat  of  Peace  upon  the  beft  Terms  cm 
which  it  could  be  bad,  h  was  very  foon  concluded,  by  a  Treaty 
figned  the  2d  of  Auguft  1552,  which,  from  the  Place  where  it 
was  negotiated,  received  the  Title  of  the  Pacification  of  Paffaui 
and  the  French  were  entirely  excluded,  of  which  they  com- 
plain'd  highly,  and  charged  Prince  MaurUe  with  the  greaxeft 
Perfidy. 

But  the  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  when  the  Eleftor  dis- 
covered the  real  Defigns  of  the  French*  and  faw  at  the  fame 
Time  how  much  they  tended  to  the  Ruin  of  German},  he  thought 
that  no  Engagements  could  bind  him  to  concur  in  Meaiures 
tending  to  theDeftru&on  of  his  Country;  in  which  he  cer- 
tainly a£ted  like  a  good  Patriot  and  a  Man  of  Senfe,  deceived 
Che  Deceivers,  put  an  End  to  the  Troubles  of  the  Empire,  and 
fecured  to  the  Proteftants  what  they  fought  for,  the  Freedom  of 
their  Confidences,  and  the  Liberty  of  exercifing  their  Religion. 

The  Refentment  which  the  Emperor  had  of  the  Behaviour  of 
France  upon  this  Occafion,  engaged  him  in  a  War  with  that 
Crown j  and,  which  plainly  fliewed  his  great  Capacity,  be 
brought  over  to  his  Service  the  greateft  Part  of  that  very 
Army,  by  which  he  had  been  driven  into  Tyrol  \  and  having 
done  this,  he  marched  dire&ly  to  recover  Met%*  which  was 
one  of  the  Places  the  French  had  feized,  and  into  which  the 
Duke  of  Gmfe  threw  himfelf  with  an  Army,  rather  than  a  . 
GarrUbn;  by  which  the  Place  was  preserved,  and  the  Empentr 
forced  to  retreat;  which  put  him  in  Mind  xrf-a.'Defigii  he 
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had  fbrm'd  when  at  Tnfpruct,  of  quitting  all  his  Dignities*  and 
Retiring  for  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  to  a  private  Life.  ThU 
one  would  have  thought,  might  have  beeneafily  executed}  but 
the  Emperor  judged  otherwise. 

He  refolved  to  (hew  bimfelf  in  that*  as  well  as  in  all  othef 
Things,  a  Hero  and  aStatefman;  and  therefore  there  were  many 
Points  which  he  refolved  to  fee  fettled  before  he  abdicated  the 
Thrones  of  the  Empire  and  of  Spain,  He  was  contriving  in 
hit  own  Mind  how  to  weaken  the  Force  of  the  Proteftants  % 
but  before  he  had  fix'd  upon  a  Scheme,  that  was  likely  to  be 
attended  with  Succefs,  the  Proteftants  did  his  Work  without 
his  Interpofition ;  for  the  Hatred  between  Maurice  of  Saxony 
and  Albert  of  Brandenburgh  rofe  to  fuch  a  Height,  that  it  cams 
at  laft  to  a  decifive  Battle,  in  which  the  Army  of  the  former 
gained  the  Victory*  tho'  their  Chief  was  lulled ;  and  Albert^ 
who  was  defeated,  found  no  other  way  to  prefer ve  himfelf  but 
by  Flight.  His  Brother  Auguftus^  who  fucceeded  Maurice  in  the 
Electorate  of  Saxony ',  became  fo  firmly  attach 'd  to  .the  Emperor, 
that  he  had  no  longer  any  Caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  of  Danger 
in  Germany* 

He  then  march'd  into  the  Low-Countries  with  a  powerful  Ar- 
my to  expel  the  French;  and  while  he  was  carrying  on  the 
War  there,  he  meditated  and  accompli fh'd  another  great  Defign* 
which  was  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  Philip  with  Mary  Queen  of 
England*  and  Daughter  to  Henry  VIII.  which  took  E&ed  in 
July  1554,  and  confirm'd  the  Emperor  in  the  Refolution  be 
had  taken  to  refign  bis  Dominions  to  his  Son,  in  order  to  which 
he  was  willing  to  have  concluded  a  Peace  with  France ;  but 
finding  that,  after  a  long  Negotiation,  impracticable,  he  refolv- 
ed to  proceed  to  what  was  entirely  in  his  own  Power,  and  to 
make  an  Exchange  of  Splendor  and  Power*  for  Retirement 
and  Peace  of  Mind. 

It  is  neceflary,  for  the  Sake  of  Perfyicuity,  to  treat  this  Affair 
of  his  Refignations  more  at  large,  becaufe  many  Writers  con- 
found theirjteaders  Notions  about  it,  by  reprefentingitasafingle 
Adj  whereas  the  Emperor  made  three  diftincl  Refignations, 
which  all  of  them  deferve  to  be  confidered.  In  the  firft,  which 
was  perfornVd  with  great  Solemnity  at  Bruffils  on  the  28th  of 
OQober  1555,  he  declared  his  Son  G-and  Mafter  of  the  Order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  Sovereign  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces 
of  the  Low-Countries.  In  the  fecond,  two  Months  after,  he  re- 
figned  to  him  all  bis  hereditary  Dominions  j  but  ftill  referred 
to  himfelf  the  Empire,  with  a  View  to  have  fecured  that  like- 
wife,  if  it  had  been  practicable,  for  King  Philip  >  and  the  Me- 
thod by  which  he  propofed  to  fucceed  in  his  Defign,  was  this: 
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He  laboured  fo  perfuade  his  Brother  Ferdinand,  King  of  the 
Romans*  to  confent  that  Philip  fhould  be  ele&ed  to  that  Digni- 
ty, in  Confideration  of  his  refigning  the  Empire  to  Ferdinand. 
But  this  Profpeft,  tho*  managed  with  great  Secrecy  and  Addrefs, 
fail'd  of  Succefs  by  the  Affiduity  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian, 
Son  to  King  Ferdinand,,  who  t  raver  fed  all  the  Emperor's  En- 
deavours for  that  Purpofe,  and  fecured  the  Succefiion  to  himfelf. 
A  whole  Year  was  fpun  out  in  this  manner ;  and  then  the 
Emperor  fent  William  Prince  of  Orange,  attended  by  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  and  his  own  Secretary,  to  carry  his 
Refignation  to  his  Brother  Ferdinand,  which  put  an  End  to  that 
Affeir.  Charles  foon  afterwards  made  a  Voyage  to  Spain,  where 
he  refolved  tofpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  in  a  Monaftery. 

At  VaUadoUd  he  pafs'd  a  few  Days  in  taking  Leave  of 
the  Ladies,  and  fome  Perfons  of  Diftinftion,  who  came 
on  fo  ftrange  ?n  Occafionto  pay  their  RefpeSs  to  him. 
Amongft  the  reft  came  his  Fool,  or  Jefter,  Pedro  de  San 
Erbas,  who,  upon  feeing  the  Emperor  make  a  low  Bow, 
could  not  help  faying,  Sire,  you  are  very  complaifant  to  puU 
off  your  Hat  tome  ;  ts  it  to  Jhew  that  you  are  no  longer  Em- 
peror? No,  Pedro,  anfwered  the  Prince  gravely,  it  is  hecanfe 
I  have  now  nothing  in  my  Power  to  give  you,  fave  this  Mark 
of  Civility.  We  may  collecl:  from  this  Anfwer,  that  he  began 
already  to  be  chagrin'd  on  the  Subject  of  his  Abdication.  He 
retired  however,  as  he  propofed,  to  a  Convent  of  Hieronimites, 
where  he  died  on  the  aift  of  September  1558,  at  the  Clofe  of  the 
fecond  Year  after  his  Refignation.  By  the  Manner  in  which  he 
parted  with  his  Dominions,  he  created  two  diftin&  Branches  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  viz.  the  Spanijh  and  the  German.  Of  the 
former  we  {hall  fpeak  ifi  its  proper  Place,  at  prefent  it  is  our 
Bufinefs  to  purfue  and  finifh  the  Hiftory  of  the  latter. 

Ferdinand  I.  the  younger  Brother  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
was  born  in  the  Year  1503,  and  was  a  Prince  of  a  mild 
Difpofition,  very  learned  himfelf,  and  a  Lover  of  learned  Men. 
He  married  the  Princefs  Ann,  Daughter  of  Uladiflaus  King  of 
Hungary ;  and  in  her  Right,  on  the  Death  of  her  Brother  Lewis, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Mohatz,  he  claim'd  that  Crown, 
a3  well  as  the  Diadem  of  Bohemia,  in  1526.  He  obtained  the 
Pofleffian  of  the  latter  immediately;  but  the  Party  which 
oppofed  him  in  the  former  call'd  in  the  Turk*  which  gave 
Rife  to  a  long  and  bloody  War.  In  1531,  his  Brother  Charles 
procured  him  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Romans,  notwith-  ' 
Itanding  a  vigorous  Oppofition  made  thereto ,  by  the  Elector 
of  Saxony,      The  two  Brothers,    however,   confidered  .this 
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Election  in  very  different  Lights;  Charles  intended  that  his 
Brother  fhould  hold  it  no  longer  thin  till  his  own  Son  Philip 
was  of.  Age  $  whereas  Ferdinand  looked  upon  this  Promotion  as 
the  firft  Step  to  fecuring  the  Imperial  Dignity,  not  only  for 
himfelf  during  Life,  but  for  his  own  Family. 

He  was  in  this  Refpe£t  a  very  wife  and  cautious  Prince,  and 
never  negle&ed  any  Opportunity  of  enlarginghis  Dominons. 
In  Conjun&ion  with  the  other  Princes  of  the  Empire,  be  had 
expelled  Vlric  Duke  oiWirtemberg  from  his  Dominions ;  btit  in 
1534,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffi,  he  recovered 
the  PoiTeffion  of  them  ;  and  the  fame  Year  Ferdinand  came  to 
an  Agreement  with  this  Prince,  that  in  cafe  his  Family  in  the 
Male  Line  fhould  fail,  his  Duchy  (one  of  the  moft  considerable 
in  the  Empire)  fhould  fall  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria. 

When  John  Frederick  Duke  of  Saxony^  was  deprived  of  his 
Electorate,  and  put  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  the  Emperor 
at  the  fame  Time  keeping  him  clofe  Prifoner,  Ferdinand  formed 
Pretentions  upon  feveral  Cities  in  his  Dominions,  which  he 
pretended  belonged  of  Right  to  his  Kingdom  of  Bohemia; 
and  though  he  did  not  prevail  fo  far  as  to  keep  tbofe  Cities,  yet 
Maurice  Ele&or  of  Saxony  found  it  requifite  to  yield  the  Duchy 
of  Sagan  in  Silefia  to  this  Monarch,  by  way  or  Equivalent. 

In  1550,  the  Emperor  Charles  V".  prefled  him  very  hard  to 
refign   the  Title  of  King  of  the  Romans  to  his  Son  Philips 
and  actually  held  a  Diet  fox  that  Purpofe.     But  Ferdinand  had  1 
acquired  fo  great  an  Intereft  amongft  the  Princes  of  the  Empire, , 
that  his  Brorher  could  not  have  carried  his  Point,  even  if  he  , 
had  forced  him  to  refign.     In  the  Year  1555,  he  fetded  the. 
Religious  Difputes  in  the  Empire,  at  a  Diet  held  for  that  Pur- 
pofe  at  Au?fbcurg.     The  Year  following  he  fucceeded,  by  his 
Brother's  Refignation,  to  the  Imperial  Dignity ;  which  was  con* 
firmed  by  a  kind  of  fecond  Election  at  Franckfort  in  the  Month. 
of  March  1 558. 

Paul  the  Vth,  who  was  then  Pope,  took  this  very  ill,  and 
abfolutely  refufed  to  acknowledge  him  for  Emperor,  which 
however  had  not  the  EfFecH  that  he  expected ;  for  Ferdinand 
being  informed  that  he  had  denied  Audience  to  his  AmbaiTa- 
dors,  he  fent  them  Inftru&ions  to  leave  Rome  in  three  Days, 
in  cafeithe  Pope  continued  in  that  Difpofition,  which  they' 
accordingly  did.  But  his  Succeffor  Pius  IV.  as  foon  as  he  at* 
cended  the  Pontifical  Throne,  own'd  the  Emperor,  and  fo  put" 
«an  End  to  that  Difpute;  which  however  gave  fuch  a  Wound 
to  the  Papal  Authority  as  hath  never  been  cured,  all  fubfe- 
quent  Emperors  having  treated  the  Recognition  of  the  Popd 
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te  &  thing  of  little  or  no  Confequenee,  and  by  its  having  taken 
place  conftantly  fince,   is  now  in  reality  become  fo. 

He  governed  the  Empire  with  great  Wifdom  and  Mildnefs; 
and  by  his  fmooth  Conduct  procured  many  confiderable  Advan- 
tages ftill  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria*  to  the  Year 
1564,  in  which  he  died,  in  the  61ft  Year  of  his  Age,  and  the 
ninth  Year  of  his  Reign* 

He  had  three  Sons,  Maximilian*  Ferdinand,  and  Charles.  The 
firft  had  the  Kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia*  and  the  Duchy 
of  Auftria  5  the  fecond,  Tyrol  and  the  Exterior  Auftria ;  the 
third,  Stiria*  Carinthia*  and  Carniola.  Ferdinand  married  a 
Lady  much  beneath  him  in  Birth,  by  whom  he  had  two  Sons, 
Charles  and  Andrew*  who  for  that  Reafon  were  excluded  the 
Succeffion  \  only  Charles  had  the  Marquifate  of  Burgaw;  and 
Andrew  becoming  an  Ecclefiafticlc,  obtained  the  Btfhoprick  of 
Gen/lance,  and  afterwards  *  Red  Hat,  with  the  Title  of  Cardi- 
nal of  Auftria.  Maximilian  and  Charles  divided  the  German  ' 
Line  of  Auftria  into  two  Branches,  viz.  that  of  Bohemia*  and 
that  of  Stiria. 

Maximilian  IT.  was  a  Prince  of  Spirit  and  Vigour-  He  go- 
verned Spain  in  Quality  of  Viceroy,  when  he  received  the  News 
of  his  Uncle's  endeavouring  to  procure  his  Son  Philip  to  be 
elected  King  of  the  Romans ,  upon  which  he  haftened  into  Ger- 
many* together  with  the  Infanta  Maria*  whom  he  had  efpoufed, 
and  was  very  inftrumental  in  defeating  thatDefign.  In  1562, 
he  brought  his  own  Election  to  bear  in  the  Diet  of  Framkfbrt ; 
and  the  fame  Year  was  crown'd  King  of  the  Romans*  of  Bo* 
hernia  and  Hungary.  He  fucceeded  his  Father  two  Years  after, 
and  governed  the  Empire  with  great  Wifdom  and  Equity.  His 
War  with  the  Prince  of  Tranfuvania  brought  on  another  with 
the  Turks*  in  which  he  was  not  very  fuccewful ;  which  inclined ' 
him  to  admit  of  a  Truce,  or  Ceffation  of  Arms,  with  their 
Emperor  Sotyman*  which  he  faithfully  adhered  to ;  and  could 
not  be  brought,  either  by  the  Arts  and  Infinuations  of  the  Pope 
or  the  Venetians*  to  break  it. 

He  was  naturally  inclined  to  a  peaceable  Life,  and  was  very 
far  from  defiring  to  opprefs  any  of  the  Princes  or  States  of  the 
Empire,  which  he  thought  unworthy  of  his  Dignity.  Yet  he 
was  forced  into  a  War  with  John  Frederick  Duke  of  Saxe- 
Gotha*  on  a  very  lingular  Occafion.  There  was  one  JVilliam 
de  Grombacbt  a  Man  of  a  noble  Family  in  Franconia*  who  had 
fcrved  in  the  Troops  of  Albert  of  Brandenburgh*  and  afterwards 
became  a  kind  of  Soldier  of  Fortune;  and  either  from  Motives 
of  Iotercft  or  Ambition,  was  guilty  of  a  very  black  Action,  in 
aflifiinating  Melchhr  de  Zoehel*  Bifhop  of  WwrtaJburg. 
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His  Goods  were  feized,  and  his  Eftate  confifcated  on  this 
Account,  and  he  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,  feme  times  in  one 
Part  of  Germany?  and  fometimes  in  another,  to  avoid  further 
Panifhment.  At  laft,  grown  weary  of  this  Vagabond  Life,  he 
aflembled  a  Body  of  Men,  in  Circumftances  as  defperate  as  his 
own,  furpriz'd  the  City  of  Wurtzhurg,  difarm'd  the  Inhabitants, 
pillag'd  the  Churches,  ravifh'd  the  Nuns ;  and,  after  all  thofe 
Acts  of  Violence,  forced  the  Gentry  and  Clergy  to  affemble, 
and  declare  him  innocent  of  the  Bifliop's  Murder,  and  to  reftore 
him  to  his  Eftate  both  perfonal  and  real ;  as  alfo  to  take  an 
Oath  to  defend  him  againft  all  who  (hould  attempt  any  thing  to 
his  Prejudice,  even  if  it  were  the  Emperor  himfelf. 

Maximilian  looked  upon  this  as  an  Indignity  done  to  the 
Empire,  and  therefore  procured  a  Refolution  in  the  Diet  of 
jfugjbourgj  that  all  who  had  any  Concern  in  furprizing  iVurtz- 
bourgy  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  legal  Punishment  ;  for  this 
Action  was  done  in  the  Time  of  his  Father  Ferdinand,  and  he 
had  put  Grombach  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  who  thereupon 
retired  to  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Gotba,  who  not  contented  with 
giving  him  Protection,  declared  him  his  Privy-Counfellor ;  up- 
on which  the  Emperor  put  the  Duke  likewife  under  the  Ban  of 
the  Empire,  and  committed  the  Execution  of  the  Sentence  to 
Auguflui  Elector  of  Saxony  ;  who,  after  trying  fair  Means  to  no 
Purpofe,  at  length  befieged  Gotha,  and  took  it.  The  Duke  be- 
ing fent  Prifoner  to  the  Emperor,  was  deprived  of  his  Domi- 
nions, and  fentenced  to  be  confin'd  for  Life  ;  a  Judgment  fevere 
in  itfelf,  but  fo  iuft,  that  it  drew  no  Imputation  upon  Maxi- 
milian,  whofe  Unwillingnefs  to  proceed  to  thefe  Extremities 
was  known  and  acknowledged. 

He  was  far  from  being  a  Bigot  in  Religion,  as  appears  from 
his  granting  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion  to  his  Prpteftant 
Subje&s  in  Aujlria,  and  by  his  publickly  blaming  the  Parifum 
Maffacre,  tho*  committed  by  the  Authority  of  his  Son-in-Law 
Charles  IX.  of  France.  His  Juftice  and  other  Royal  Virtues 
induced  many  of  the  Polijh  Nobility  to  elect  him  for  their 
King  ;  but  Stephen  Bator i  Prince  of  TranJilVania^  having  a 
ftronger  Party,  fupplanted  him,  and  held  that  Kingdom,  not- 
withstanding ell  the-  Endeavours  of  the  Emperor  to  recover  his 
Rights.  He  died  in  the  Year  1576,  at  Augjbourg*  where  he 
had  aflembled  a  Diet,  of  a  violent  Palpitation  at  the  Heart ; 
which,  it  is  fufpected,  was  occafioned  by  a  Dofe  of  Poifon  given 
him  by  the  Cardinal  de  Granvelle?  whom  we  have  mentioned 
before,   as  a  Man  very  capable  of  fuch  an  Action. 

This  Monarch,  by  the  Infanta  Maria,  Daughter  to  Charlts 
V.  had  a  numerous  Pofterity:  viz.  Rodclph,  who  fuccecded 
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him;  Erneft,  Governor  of  trie  Low-Countries,  born  in  1543, 
and  who  died  in  1595  *  Matthias,  who  fucceeded  his  Brother 
Rudolph  in  the^Empire ;  Maximilian,  Great  Matter  of  the 
Teutonick  Order,  afterwards  elefted  King  of  Poland,  who  died 
in  1618  ;  Albert*  born  in  1557,  who  was  firft  an  Ecclefiaftick, 
and  obtained  a  Cardinal's  Hat,  which  afterwards  he  refignM  ; 
and  marrying  the  Infanta  .Clara  Ifabella  Eugenia,  Daughter 
to  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  was  made  Governor  of  the  Low- 
Countries,  and  died  in  162 1  without  Iflue  ;  Ann,  born  in  1549, 
and  married  in  1559  to  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain ;  Elizabeth* 
born  in  1554,  ai,d  married  in  1570  to  Charles  IX.  King  of 
France  ;  Margaret,  born  in  1567,  who  lived  a  Nun,  and  died 
w  1633,  and  EUonira,  born  in  1563,  and  died  in  1581. 

Rodolph  II.  was  a  Prince  of  an  excellent  Difpofition,  very 
learned  himfelf,  and  a  great  Encourager  of  Learning,  to  a  De- 
gree, in  the  Opinion  of  many,  prejudicial  to  hi3  Affairs;  b&- 
caufe  it  led  him  to  fpend  more  of  his  Time  amongft  his  Books, 
and  with  his  learned  Friends,  than  the  Affairs  of  Government 
would  permit  %  but  in  other  Refpe&s  he  was  a  very  wife  and 
worthy  Prince,  ©ne  defirous  of  living  quiet  himfelf,  and  of 
maintaining  the  Peace  of  the  Empire,  without  attempting  upon  , 
the  Rights  of  others.  He  was  King  of  the  Romans  at  the  Time 
of  his  Father's  Deceafe,  and  fo  fucceeded  of  Courfe,  without 
any  new  Election  ;  and  had  been  crown'd  King  of  Hungary  in 
1572,  and  of  Bohemia  in  1575,  fo  that  his  Power  was  great, 
and  his  Dominions  very  extenfiye. 

He  came  to  the  Empire  in  a  very  difficult  Juncture,  becaufe 
of  the  Differences  about  Religion.  He  forced  Gerhard  Trufches9 
Archbifliop  of  Cologne,  who  turn'd  Proteftant,  and  married 
Agnes  Countefs  of  Mansfield,  to  quit  his  Dominions.  By  a  Truce 
of  fifteen  Years  he  prevented  the  Confequences  of  the  Quarrel 
betwixt  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain,  and  John-George  Marquis  of 
Brandenburg,  who  were  both  chofen  Biinops  of  Strajbrurg  j  the 
former  by  the  Popifti  Canons,  and  the  latter  by  the  Proteftants. 
After  the  Death  of  Count  John  Manderfcheid,  to  prevent  the 
War  that  might  have  been  occafioned  by  the  Succeffion  ofju- 
Hers,  he  would  have  fequefter'd  that  Duchy  ;  but  the  Preten- 
ders to  the  Succeffion  oppofed  it.  The  Proteftants  concluded 
an  Affociation,  which  they  call'd  the  Union,  in  1609,  of 
which  Frederick  V.  Ele6tor  Palatine,  was  Chief.  The  Papifts 
made  a  Confederacy  for  nine  Years  among  thcmfclves  at  IVurtz- 
teurg,  which  they  call'd  the  League,  and  thus  the  Germans 
were  on  the  Point  of  arming  againft  each  other. 

The  Imperialifts  were  engaged  in  a  "War  with  the  Turks 
from  1549  to  1606,  when  they  took  fcveral  Towns,  and  com- 
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muted  great  Ravages.  Rodolph  demanded  Affiftance  of  the 
Princes,  and  made  a  League  with  the  Prince  of  Tranfthama, 
which  had  very  untoward  Confequences.  .  His  Army  however 
engaged  the  Turk,  who  had  taken  Jgriay  and  defeated  them ; 
but  being  too  intent  upon  the  Plunder,  the  Turks  rallied,  and 
deftroyed  many  of  them.  During  this  War  PhiHp-Emanuel 
of  Lorrain,  Duke  of  Mercoeur^  General  of  the  Imperial  Army, 
made  the  famous  Retreat  of  Canifa.    His  Imperial  Majefty 

f  ranted  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion  to  the  Proteftants  of 
lobemia,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Eledor  of  Saxony ;  but  he  took 
away  the  fame  Privilege  from  his  Subjects  in  Auflria,  which, 
as  we  have  obferved,  was  granted  them  by  his  Father ;  but  it 
was  believed  this  proceeded  from  Political  rather  than  Religious 
Motives. 

He  would  have  taken  Advantage  of  the  Difputes  about  the 
Succeffion  to  the  Duchy  of  Clever  in  order  to  have  fecured  it 
to  his  own  Family  ;  and  with  that  View  fent  his  Coufin,  the 
Archduke  Leopold*  to  take  Poffeffion  of  it  5  but  the  Princes  of 
Germany^  and  the  neighbouring  Powers,  concurred  to  defeat 
this  Defign ;  fo  that  the  Succeffion  was  preferved  to  the  Families 
of  Brandenburgh  and  Newhurgb^  though  the  Emperor  made  a 
Decree  in  Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Saxony.  But  what  chiefly  dif- 
turb'd  the  Emperor's  Repofe,  was  the  Party  formed  againft  him 
by  his  Brother  the  Archduke  Matthias ;  who  perfuaded  himfelf 
that  the  Emperor  intended  to  defeat  him  of  his  Succeffion,  in 
Favour  of  his  Coufins  the  Archdukes  Ferdinand  and  Leopold, 
who  were  Princes  exceedingly  dear  to  him. 

Being  full  of  this  Jealoufy,  he  form'd  fuch  a  Faction  againft 
Rodolpb,  that  in  1608  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  yield  up  Hun- 
gary and  Aujlria  to  the  Archduke ;  which  was  fo  far  from  pro- 
curing that  Quiet  which  he  defired,  that  on  the  contrary  it  made 
the  Archduke  more  uncafy  and  importunate  ;  fo  that  in  1611, 
he  forced  from  him  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia ;  and  then  form- 
ing a  Party,  in  order  to  his  being  eleflcd  King  of  the  Rairetis, 
this  had  fuch  an  EfTecS  upon  the  negle&ed  and  difconfolate  Em- 
peror, that  he  died  in  January  161 2,  of  a  broken  Heart.  He 
was  never  married,  but  had  feveral  Natural  Children.  His 
Inclination  to  Books,  and  great  Application  to  Chymiftry,  tho' 
they  difturb'd  his  Affairs,  were  far  enough  from  exhauftine  his 
Corrers,  in  which  he  left  a  larger  Treafurer  than  any  of  hisJPrc- 
deceffors  had  poflefs'd,  or  any  of  his  SucceiTors  have  been  fince 
able  to  collect,  amounting  in  ready  Money  and  Jewels  to  feven- 
teen  Millions  of  Florins. 

Matthias  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  fucceeded  his  Bro- 
ther, notwithftanding  that  a  ftrong  Party  was  formed  againft 
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him.  His  Reign  was  a  continual  Scene  of  Troubles  and  Un- 
eafinefs,  occafioned  chiefly  by  Religious  Difputes  :  for  there 
were  now  three  powerful  Fadions  in  the  Empire,  all  covering 
their  private  and  ambitious  Views  with  the  plaufible  Pretence  of 
Religion.  The  Papifts  formed  what  they  called  a  Catlolick 
League,  at  the  Head  of  which  was  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  The 
Proteftants  of  the  Augjbourg  Profeffion,  or  Lutherans,  had  for 
their  Head  the  Eledor  of  Saxony ;  and  the  Cahnnifts,  or  as  they 
ftiled  themfelves  the  Reformed)  finding  there  was  no  Security  to 
be  had  but  by  fome  fuch  League,  framed  a  Confederacy  likewife, 
to  which  they  gave  the  Title  of  the  Evangeliek  Union,  at  the 
Head  of  which  were  the  Elector  Palatine  and  the  Landgrave 
of  Heffe. 

The  Emperor  now  fully  experienced  all  thofe  Difficulties 
which  he  had  taken  Pains  to  excite  in  the  Days  of  his  Brother, 
and  found  it  a  very  unpleafant  Tafk  for  himfclf  to  go  through, 
as  being  able  to  fhew  no  Countenance  or  Favour  to  any  Party 
without  inflaming  and  exafperating  the  reft ;  neither  was  it 
long  before  thefe  Religious  Differences,  which  difturbed  and 
diftraded  the  Empire,  begun  to  fpread  themfelves  into  his  Here- 
ditary Dominions;  to  which  the  Haughtinefs  of  his  own  Spirit, 
and  the  Errors  of  his  Government,  gave  but  too  much 
Encouragement,  and  afforded  the  Malecontents  many  juft 
Grounds  for  Complaint.  Inftead  of  being  more  vigilant  and 
aflive  from  thefe  threatning  Circumftances,  Matthias  grew  more 
arerfe  to  Bufinefs,  and  left  it  altogether  in  the  Hands,  of  Cardi- 
nal Klefar,  who  was  his  Chief  Minifter  and  Favourite. 

He  difputed  the  Right  of  naming  the  Prince  of  Tranjihania 
with  the  Turkijb  Emperor  Amurath  ;  but  at  laft  made  a  Peace 
with  him  for  Twenty  Years.  He  preferred  the  Archduke  Fer- 
dinand his  Coufin,  to  Philip  III.  of  Spain,  who  was  his  Nephew, 
to  be  his  Heir,  out  of  his  natural  Averfion  to  the  Spaniards,  a 
Point  which  deferves  great  Notice.  He  regulated  the  Siicceffion 
at  Prague  in  1617,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian 
his  Brother;  and  at  the  fame  Time  a  fecret  Treaty  was  made 
betwixt  Philip  III.  of  Spain  and  the  Archduke  Ferdinand;  by 
which  Philip  quitted  to  Ferdinand  and  his  Heirs  Male,  the  He- 
reditary Countries  that  (hould  fall  to  him  by  the  Emperor's 
Death,  on  Condition  that  the  Daughters  of  the  Branch  of  Spain 
fhould  be  preferred  to  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Germany.  At  this 
Time  happened  the  Revolt  of  Bohemia ,  becaufe  the  Emperor's 
Minifters  invaded  the  Laws  and  Privileges  granted  them  byRo» 
bus  the  Second,  for  fecuring  their  Religion  an4  Liberty. 
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The  Emperor  affembled  the  States  at  Pragta,  where  his  Mi- 
nifters  fo  provoked  the  People,?ftthat  they  threw  them  out  of  the 
Windows  of  the  Caftle  ;  by  which  however  they  received  no 
Hurt,  After  that  they  choie  new  Magiftrates,  took  up  Arms, 
and  publifhed  a  Manifefto  to  juftify  their  Proceedings.  The 
Emperor  publifhed  another,  and  his  Council,  in  order  to  ac- 
commodate Matters,  were  for  turning  out  his  Favourite  Klefar, 
who  was  hated  by  the  Bohemians.  But  the  Emperor  being 
againft  it,  jhe  Archdukes  Maximilian  and  Ferdinand  fent  him 
Prifoner  to  Tirol  by  their  own  Authority.  The  Emperor  how- 
ever went  on  with  the  War,  but  the  Bohemians  being  much 
more  diligent,  raifed  thirty  thoufand  Men  under  Count  Manf- 
field,  and  took  feveral  Towns ;  upon  which  the  Emperor's 
Troops  entered  the  Country,  and  committed  fuch  Cruelties  as 
moved  feveral  neighbouring  Princes  and  States  to  pity  the  Bo- 
hemiansy  and  intercede  for  them  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Pro- 
tejlants  of  the  Empire  ;  who  alfo  laid  their  Grievances  before 
him,  and  complained  that  he  gave  the  Command  of  his  Army 
to  Strangers,  fworn  Enemies  to  their  Religion,  which  fhewed 
there  was  a  Defign  rather  to  deftroy  theni  than  to  redrefs  their 
Complaints. 

They  made- Application  to  feveral  of  the  Ele&ors  to  endea- 
vour to  procure  an  Accommodation.  But  the  Duke  of  Bava- 
ria, who  loved  to  fi(h  in  troubled  Waters,  prevented  it.  The 
Emperor  at  laft  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  War  and  Fatigue, 
and  relign'd  the  Kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  to  his  Coufin 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand.  Soon  after  by  his  Grief  for  the  Lofs 
of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  and  the  Emprefs,  he  fell  into 
aDiftemper,  and  died  the  twentieth  of  March  1619;  leaving 
his  Succeflbr  embroiled  in  a  War  of  thirty  Years  Continuance, 
which  almoft  exhaufted  Germany. 

The  Emperor  Matthias  efpoufed  Ann  of  Auftria,  Daughter 
to  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  by  whom  he  had  no  Iffue  ;  fo  that 
all  the  Pains  he  had  bellowed  in  endeavouring  to  fecure  the 
Empire  to  his  Pofterity,  were  vain  and  to  no  purpofe.  But 
he  was  more  fuccefsful  in  his  Endeavours  on  the  Behalf  of 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  whom  he  procured  to  be.  ele&ed 
King  of  Bohemia,  and  afterwards  of  Hungary,  and  thereby 
made  Way  for  his  fucceeding  him  in  the  Empire,  though  he 
was  not  a  little  jealous  of  his  Power ;  and  therefore  ftipulated 
that  he  fliould  not  meddle  with  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire 
during  his  Life  ;  whence  it  may  be  juftly  affirmed,  that  as  he 
made  it  his  Bufmefs  to  trouble  his  Brother's  Reign  on  the 
Score  of  his  own  Pretenfions,  fo  he  enjoyed  as  little  Peace 
while  he  held  the  Imperial  Dignity,    the  Power  of  which 
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he  laboured  greatly  to  extend,  and  thereby  increafed  thofe 
Troubles  with  which  Germany  was  vexed  in  his  Time,  and 
which  rofe  ftill  higher  after  his  Deceafe,  as  the  Reader  will 
fee  in  the  Account  of  the  next  Reign. 

Ferdinand  III.  mounted  the  Throne  at  a  very  critical  Con- 
juncture, and  became  Emperor  of  Germany  at  the  very  Inftant 
almoft,  that  the  Bohemians  determined  that  he  fhould  no  longer 
be  their  King.  They  charged  him  with  the  moft  flagrant 
Breaches  of  the  Laws,  with  violating  the  Privileges  of  his  Sub- 
jects, and  thereby  lofing  all  Title  to  rule  over  them  ;  for  which 
Rcafon  they  folemnly  depofed  him,  and  offered  their  Crown  to 
the  King  of  Denmark,  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  Ele&or  of 
Saxony,  who  all  very  wifely  refufed  it ;  but  Frederick  V.  Ele&or 
Palatine,  being  preffed  thereto  by  his  Wife,  the  Daughter  of 
our  King  James,  accepted  it,  in  hopes  of  being  affifted  by 
feveral  great  Princes. 

But  engaging  unluckily  in  a  dccifive  Battle  with  all  his  Forces, 
he  was  totally  defeated  at  Weifenberg  near  Prague,  on  the  18th 
of  November  1620.  This  Defeat  not  only  coft  him  his  new 
Kingdom,  but  his  Hereditary  Dominions,  which  were  given 
by  toe  Emperor  to  Maximilian  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  1623. 
The  Proteftants,  aftonifhed  at  this  Blow,  began  to  form  a 
Confederacy  for  .their  own  Security ;  the  Princes  of  the  Lower 
Saxony  alfo  joining  themfelves  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  ven- 
tured to  aft  openly  againft  him ;  upon  which  the  Emperor's 
General  Count  Tilly  attacked  that  Prince,  and  routed  his 
Forces,  profecuting  his  Victory  with  fuch  Effefl,  that  the  King 
of  Denmark  was  glad  to  make  his  Peace  upon  the  ben; 
Terms  he  could  obtain  in  1629,  which  were  indeed  very 
indifferent. 

The  Emperor's  good  Fortune  had  an  Effe&  but  too  com- 
mon amongft  Princes,  it  induced  him  to  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  Hopes  of  ereding  an  abfolute  Power  in  Germany  ;  and 
therefore  the  very  fame  Year,  he  publifhed  an  Edi&,  that  the 
Proteftants  fhould  reftore  all  the  Ecclefiaftical  Livings  they  had 
feized  fince  the  Pacification  of  Paflau.  The  Hiftory  of  thefe 
Troubles,  and  of  this  War,  is  a  Point  of  the  greateft  Impor- 
tance towards  a  thorough  Underftanding  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Europe  even  at  this  Day ;  for  it  changed  the  whole  Face  of 
Affairs,  and  produced  a  new  Syftem,  which  it  is  abfolutely 
requifite  the  Reader  fhould  comprehend,  in  order  to  his  becom- 
ing Mafter  of  thofe  Difputes  in  the  Empire,  which  then  en- 
gaged the  Attention  of  all  Europe,  and  have  never  failed  to 
engage  them  as  often  as  they  have  been  renewed  from  that 
Time  to  this,  which  bas  been  in  almoft  every  Reign. 

The 
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iThe  Emperor,  who  as  we  before  obferved,  had  given  the 
IPalatinate  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  fuppofed  that  he  had  moft 
effectually  fecured  him  and  all  the  Papifts  to  his  Interefts ;  and 
he  alfo  thought,  that" by  giving  the  Marquifate  of  Lufatia  to  the 
Eledor  of  Saxony,  he  had  fecured  him  likewife,  and  fo  had  the 
reft  of  the  Proteftants  at  his  Mercy.  In  all  Probability  he 
would  fcarce  have  been  deceived  in  his  Expectations,  if  the  lat- 
ter had  not  called  to  their  Affiftance  a  Prince,  of  whom  he  had 
then  but  little  Jealoufy  or  Apprehenfion. 

They  held  for  this  Purpofe  a  general  Aflembly  at  Lap/id,  in 
which  after  mature  Deliberation  on  the  diftrefled  State  of  their 
Affairs,  tbeycame  atlaft  to  a  Refolution of  applying  themfelves 
to  the  King  of  Sweden,  at  that  Time  the  brave  Guftavut  Add- 
phus,  who  had  various  Reafons  to  liften  to  their  Propofals :  For 
in  the  firft  place,  the  Imperialifts  had  already  carried  their  Arms 
as  far  as  the  Bakick,  fo  that  they  were  become  formidable  to  him 
as  Neighbours ;  next,  they  had  affifted  the  Poles  during  the 
Time  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  a  War  againft  them,  and  to 
were  his  Enemies  ;  and  befides  thefe  and  Tome  other  inferior 
Motives,  as  a  zealous  Proteftant  he  could  not  be  a  calm  Spec- 
tator of  the  Ruin  of  that  Intereft  in  the  Empire.  Upon  thcfe 
Motives  therefore,  and  the  Aflu ranees  he  had  received  of  A  iTif- 
tance  both  from  the  French  and  Dutch,  who  with  great  Reafon 
were  become  very  jealous  of  the  then  exorbitant  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria,  he  determined  to  enter  Germany  with  an 
Army,  which  accordingly  he  did  in  1630,  tho'that  Army  wai 
very  fmall. 

The  Eledor  of  Saxony  feeing  plainly,  that  his  Ruin  muftbe 
included  in  that  of  the  Proteftants,  fell  off  from  the  Emperor, 
and  his  Forces  having  joined  the  Swedes,  in  Conjunction  with 
them  attacked  and  defeated  the  Imperial  General  Tilly,  in  the 
firft  Battle  at  Leipfick,  by  the  Lofs  of  which  the  Emperor  was 
at  once  deprived  of  the  Fruits  of  all  thofe  Victories  which  he 
had  obtained  in  the  Space  of  ten  Years.  After  this,  the  Swedes 
marched  towards  the  Rhine,  and,  as  we  have  (hewn  in  a  former 
Article,  had  all  the  Succefs  that  could  be  expected ;  but  the 
Elector  of  Saxony  did  not  profecute  the  War  with  that  Vigour 
which  he  ought  to  have  done,  ai\d  this  gave  the  Imperialifts 
Time  to  recover  themfelves,  and  to  gain  fome  Advantages  in 
their  turn.  Gujiavus  however,  leaving  all  Things  fafe  behind 
him,  marched  dire&ly  into  Bavaria,  where  he  attacked  Count 
Tilly  at  the  Head  of  his  numerous  Army,  and  after  an  obftinatc 
Engagement  defeated  it,  chiefly  by  his  own  wife  Conduct,  and 
the  great  Intrepidity  of  the  Swtdijb  Troops,  which  were  excel- 
lent, both  Horfe  and  Foot* 
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In  this  Battle  Count  TtUy  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  be- 
ing carried  to  Ingofftadt,  died  there  four  Days  afterwards.-  The 
Emperor,  whofe  Affairs  were  now  in  a  very  dangerous  Condi- 
tion, gave  the  Command  of  his  ^Armies  to  Count  fValleftem, 
the  ableft  General  in  his  Service,  who  marched  with  a  new 
Army  into  Bavaria,  in  hopes  of  furprifing  the  Swedes  and  their 
Allies;  but  Guftavus  wifely  entrenched  himfelf  in  a  ftrong 
Camp,  within  a  League  of  Nuremberg,  where  he  amufed  the 
Imperialifls  till  he  was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Weimar,  and 
General  Bonier,  and  then  divided  his  Army  into  three  Corps, 
marching  himfelf  toward  Winjbeim.  WaUiJtein  thereupon  pre- 
tended to  move  towards  Bamberg,  but  turned  fliort  of  a  fudden, 
and  marched  back  into  Saxony.  Guftavus  forefaw  this,  and  by 
very  hafty  Marches  came  up  with  them  at  Ltitzen,  a  fmall  Place 
in  Saxony  between  Leifjick  and  JVeifenfels.  He  would  not  fight 
that  Day,  that  his  Army  might  have  Time  to  recover  their 
Fatigue :  but  the  next,  which  was  the  fixteenth  of  November 
1632,  he  gave  them  Battle,  and  though  in  the  Bcginn'ng  of  the 
Adion  he  loft  his  life,  yet  his  Troops  obtained  a  fignal  and 
complete  Vidory,  which  did  inexpreffible  Honour  to  their 
Courage  and  Difcipline. 

The  Proteftants  were  fo  much  deje&ed  by  the  Lofs  of  this 
Conqueror,  that  they  began  to  ad  with  lefs  Vigour ;  but  the 
Swedijb  Generals  Horn  and  Bonier  continued  to  behave  with 
great  Spirit  and  Refolution,  which  contributed  to  reftore  by  de- 
grees the  Affairs  of  their  Party,  as  well  as  an  Accident  that  could 
(carce  be  forefeen,  which  was  the  Neceffity  the  Emperor  found 
himfelf  under  of  caufing  Walkftein,  whom  he  had  made  Duke 
of  Fridland,  to  be  aflaffinated,  on  Account  of  bis  having  form'd 
a  Defign  to  make  himfelf  Matter  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  i 
and  as  he  was  an  Officer  of  the  greateft  Reputation  in  his  Ser- 
vice, this  could  not  but  have  a  bad  Effeft  upon  his  Affairs, 
especially  at  fo  critical  a  Seafon  as  that  in  which  it  happened. 

The  Emperor  had  declared  his  eldeft  Son  Ferdinand  King  of 
Hungary  in  1625,  two  Yean  after  he  was  crowned  King^of  Bo- 
hemia; and  being  a  young  Prince  of  great  Parts  and  Expectation, 
his  Father  put  him  at  the  Head  of  his  Armies,  after  Wallejlein 
had  been  taken  off  in  the  Manner  before  mentioned.  He 
recovered  the  Towns  of  Ratijbon  and  Donawert,  and  afterwards 
befieged  Nordtingen ;  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  Proteftant 
Princes,  having  join'd  their  Forces  to  the  Swedes,  march'd 
with  all  the  Diligence  poffible,  in  hopes  of  reftoring  their  Af- 
fairs by  the  Defeat  of  that  young  Monarch.  Upon  their  Ap- 
proach he  intrench'd  his  Army,  raifed  feveral  Batteries  of  Can- 
non. 
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non,  and  made  the  beft  Difpofitions  poffible  for  giving  them  a 
vigorous  Reception. 

The  Confederates  however  attack'd  him;  but,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  Engagement ,  they  were  totally  defeated j  the  Im- 
perial i  ft  s,  quitting  their  Lines  as  foon  as  the  Enemy  began  to 
break,  and  improving  their  Advantage  to  the  utmoft,  cut  off 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  took  Marflial 
Horn  Prifoner.  This  decifive  and  important  Action  happened 
November  16,  1634,  and  was  by  far  the  greateft  Defeat  the 
Swedes  had  received  from  the  Time  of  their  entering  Ger- 
many. The  Effects  of  it  were  fuch  as  might  well  have  been 
expefted ;  for  feveral  of  the  Protectant  Princes  fell  off  from 
the  League,  particularly  the  Elector  of  Saxony^  and  concluded 
a  feparate  Peace  with  the  Emperor  at  Prague  in  the  Year 
1635;  the  principal  Articles  of  which  were,  That  the  Refti- 
tution  of  the  Eftates  of  Ecclefiafttcks  (hould  be  fufpended 
for  forty  Years ;  that  Magdebourg  fhould  be  reftored  to  Duke 
Auguftus  of  Saxony,  and  Halberjled  to  the  Archduke  Leopold',  fo 
that  now  the  Emperor  thought  he  had  the  Proteftants  once  more 
at  his  Mercy,  and  behaved  accordingly. 

The  greateft  Princes  and  the  ableft  Politicians  are  fometimes 
miftaken  in  their  Views,  which  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Emperor 
FerdinandlU.  in  relation  to  this  ereat  Victory  gain'd  by  his  Son 
at  Nordlhgen.  He  treated  the  Swedes^  and  thofe  that  ftill  re- 
main'd  firm  to  their  Alliance,  as  abiolutely  within  his  Power, 
and  to  whom  he  might  prefcribe  what  Terms  he  pleafed ;  where- 
as, if  upon  fuch  reafonable  Terms  as  they  would  gladly  have 
accepted  he  had  made  Peace  at  that  Time,  he  might  certainly 
have  kept  the  Conditions  of  it  only  as  far  and  as  long  as  he 
pleafed.  War  is  a  hazardous  and  dangerous  Thing,  and  till  it 
is  abfolutely  over,  there  is  no  knowing  who  has  the  better.  The 
Swedes  had  at  that  Time  a  Statefman,  whofe  Abilities  faved  them 
and  their  German  Confederates:  This  was  Count  Oxenfteirn, 
who  undertook  to  draw  the  French  into  the  Difpute,  and,  which 
was  more  extraordinary,  render  them  firm  and  faithful  in  the 
Profecution  of  it;  in  which  he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  Em- 
peror finding  himfelf  at  laft  quite  tired  out,  and  his  Subjects  in 
a  manner  abfolutely  exhaufted,  refolved  to  confent  to  a  Peace 
upon  the  beft  Conditions  that  the  Circumftances  of  the  Times, 
and  a  Train  of  unexpected  Events,  would  allow. 

The  Swedes^  on  the  other  hand,  were  alfo  much  difpofed 
to  a  Negotiation,  becaufe  their  own  Armies  being  entirely 
worn  out,  they  had  now  only  German  Troops  under  Swedifi 
Officers  to  fight  their  Battles,  and  they  knew  not  how  foon 
thefe  People  might  grow  weary  of  ruining  their  native  Coun- 
ty 
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try,  and  fighting  for  them  againft  their  Countrymen*  The 
Troubles  that  about  this  Time  broke  out  in  Frame  made 
that  Crown  likewife  very  inclinable  to  Peace;  which  being 
the  fole  End  and  Aim,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  that 
the  Proteftant  Princes  in  Germany  propofed  to  themfelves,  they 
omitted  nothing  on  their  Sides  that  was  neceffary  to  bring 
it  to  a  fpeedy  Conclufion.  It  was  this  Difpofnion  in  all  the 
Parties  that  brought  about,  in  1648,  the  famous  Treaty  of 
Weflpbalia  \  by  which  a  reasonable  Satisfaction  was  given  to 
all  that  had  been  concern'd  in  the  War,  and  consequently  a 
Foundation  was  thereby  laid  for  a  folid,  lafting,  and  honour- 
able Peace. 

As  the  Intention  of  this  hiftorical  Deduction  is  to  give 
the  Reader,  from  the  Confideration  of  paft  Events,  a  perfect 
Inftght  into  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary that  we  fhould  infift  more  particularly  upon  this  Treaty, 
than  upon  any  thing  of  the  fame  Nature  that  has  gone  before  ; 
becaufe  it  entirely  changed  the  Face  of  Affairs,  not  only  in  Ger- 
manj%  but  throughout  all  Europe.  When  we  fpeak  of  it  ge- 
nerally, and  in  its  full  Extent,  it  is  called  the  Peace  of  Irejl- 
pbaSa,  though  ftridtly  fpeaking,  there  be  really  no  fuch  Treaty 
exifting;  and  therefore  to  underftand  this  perfectly,  the  Reader 
is  to  obferve,  that  the  Difputes  with  Sweden  were  firft  regu- 
lated by  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Ofnabrug  the  16th  of  Augufiy 
1648,  by  which  that  Crown  acquired  certain  Provinces  in  the 
Empire,  a  Seat  in  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  a  confiderable  Sum 
in  ready  Money :  Satisfaction  being  likewife  given  to  the  Elector 
of  Brandenburg})  for  his  Pretentions,  as  has  been  already  (hewn 
in  the  Articles  of  Sweden  and  Pruffia :  And  at  the  Time  this 
Treaty  was  concluded,  there  was  a  Provifo  inferted,  That  it 
fhould  be  of  no  Force  till  another  Treaty,  then  negotiating, 
was  likewife  %n'd  and  concluded. 

This  other  Treaty  was  carried  on  at  Munfter  between  the 
Empire  and  France;  which  was  alfo  brought  to  Perfection, 
and  fign'd  the  25th  of  O&ober  the  fame  Year.  By  this  laft 
Treaty  a  great  Variety  of  Interefts  were  fettled.  The  Emperor 
reftored  to  the  Elector  of  Treves  all  that  had  been  taken  from 
him.  The  Electoral  Dignity  was  confirmed  to  the  Duke 
of  Bavaria  1  and  he  had  alfo  the  Upper  Palatinate  given  him  ; 
but  the  Lower  Palatinate  was  reftored  to  the  Elector  Palatine  ; 
who,,  as  we  have  before  {hewn,  had  been  deprived  by  the 
Emperor,  ai\d  a  new  Electorate  was  created  in  his  Favour, 
The  three  Bifhopricks,  and  the  beft  Part  of  A/face,  were  yielded 
to  France;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Crown  reftored  a  great 
Part  of  her  Conquefts. 

>  But 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[  174  ] 

But  the  mod  material  Points,  of  all  that  Were  regulated  by 
thefe  Treaties,  were  the  Civil  and  Religious  Rights  of  the 
States  that  compofc  the  Empire.  The  latter  we  fhall  have  Oc- 
cafion  to  mention  more  at  large  hereafter*  hut  with  refpe&to 
the  former,  the  fhorteft  Method  that  can  be  taken  is  to  tranferibe 
the  eighth  Article  of  the  Treaty  ofOfnabrug,  which  runs  thus. 

**  For  preventing  any  Difputes  that  may  arife  for  the  future 
•*  in  the  Political  State,  all  and  every  of  the  Ele&ors,  Princes, 
c<  and  States  of  the  Roman  Empire,  ought  to  be  fo  confirm'd 
•*  by  Virtue  of  this  Treaty,  in  their  ancient  Rights,  Prero- 
<c  gatives,  Freedom,  and  Privileges,  in  the  free  Exercife  of 
"  their  Territorial  Rights,  in  Matters  Ecclefiaftical  and  Politi- 
"  cal  in  their  Dominions,  in  their  Rights  of  Jtegsde,  and  in 
<c  the  Pofleffion  of  all  thefe  Things  together,  that  no  Perfon 
"  may  have  it  in  his  Power  or  Choice  to  give  them  adual 
€t  Moleftation,  on  any  Pretence  whatsoever.  They  (hall 
<c  without  any  Contradiction,  enjoy  the  Right  of  .Suffrage  in 
€C  all  Deliberations  concerning  the  Right  of  the  Empire,  par* 
"  ticularly  when  Laws  are  to  be  made  or  interpreted,  War 
"  to  be  declared,  Contributions  to  be  impofed,  Levies  of 
*c  Troops  to  be  made,  and  their  Quarters  regulated ;  new  For- 
"  trefles  to  be  erected  in  the  Name  of  the  Pubhck  in  the 
<c  Territories  of  the  States,  or  Garrifons  to  be  placed  in  the 
"  old  ones  ;  as  alfo,  when  any  Treaties  of  Peace  or  Alliances 
<c  are  to  be  concluded,  or  any  other  Affairs  of  this  Nature 
"  to  be  treated;  none  of  thefe,  or  others  pf  the  like  Kind, 
<€  {hall  be  undertaken  or  permitted  without  the  Suffrage  and 
"  free  Confent  of  all  the  States  of  the  Empire  aflcmbled  in 
"  the  Diet.  They  (hall  have,  above  all  things,  the  perpetual 
"  Right  of  making  Alliances  between  themfelves  and  Foreign- 
<c  ers,  for  their  own  Prefervation  and  Security ;  provided  ne- 
"  verthelefs  that  fuch  Alliances  are  not  directed  againft  the 
"  Emperor  and  Empire,  againft  the  publick  Peace,  or  againft 
"  the  prefent  Tranfa&ion  in  particular;  and  that  they  do  not, 
<c  in  any  wife,  infringe  the  Oath  which  they  have  all  taken  to 
"  the  Emperor  and  Empire.'* 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Cities  of  Ofndbmg  and  Mm* 
fier  are  both  in  fVeftphalia^  and  the  two  Treaties  being  united 
by  the  Provifo  before  mentioned,  are  from  thence  ftiled  the 
•  Peace  oi1VeJiphalia\  but  when  they  are  quoted  more  particu- 
larly, the  Articles  are  mentioned  from  the  refpe&ive  Treaties. 
Hence  it  is  laid,  that  the  Peace  oiWeftpbalia  is  a  fundamental 
Law  of  the  Empire,  and  with  great  Propriety;  for  it  may  be 
truly  ftiled  the  Magna  Charta  of  Germany:  and  therefore 
we  need  not  wonder  that  the  French^  who  were  principally 
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concerned  in  making  this  Treaty,  had  afterwards  the  Vanity? 
to  ftrike  a  Medal  upon  this  Subjcft ;  in  which  the  Genius 
of  France  is  represented  ftanding  by  an  Altar,  on  which  it 
a  Caduceus  fupported  by  two  Horns  of  Plenty;  in  one  Hand, 
which  leans  upon  the  Altar,  fhe  holds  an  Olive  Branch ;  and 
in  the  other  a  Balance,  having  in  one  Scale  the  Imperial  Crown, 
and  in  the  other  the  Crowns  of  the  Electors  and  Princes  of 
the  Empire,  fo  that  they  hang  exa&ly  even.  Under  her  Feet 
is  a  Tike.  The  Legend  is  Libe&tas  Germanije,  and 
the  Exergue  contains  the  Words,  Pax  Monaster  i  ens  is; 
M  DC  XL VI II.  implying,  that  Liberty  was  reitored  to  Ger- 
many by  the  Peace  of  Munfler. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  the  Liberty  of  Germany 
and  the  Slavery  of  France  were  the  Work  of  the  fame  Hand, 
or  rather  of  the  fame  Head ;  I  mean  that  of  the  famous  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  who  contrived  this  Scheme  to,  keep  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria  within  Bounds,  and  to  hinder  her  from  ever  becoming 
too  powerful  for  that  of  Bourbon.  The  Reader  will  likewife 
fee,  for  this  very  Purpofe  France  took  fo  much  Pains  to  aggran- 
dize the  Crown  of  Sweden-,  and  this  will  lead  us  to  underftand 
the  true  Motives  which  induce  the  French  to  be  fo  complaifant 
at  prefent  to  the  King  of  Prujfia  j  the  Power  of  that  Prince,  in 
refped  to  the  Empire,  or  rather  in  refped  to  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
jlria, ftanding  her  in  the  fame  Stead  as  Sweden  did  formerly, 
when  fhe  was  more  powerful  than  (he  is  at  prefent.  This  Ob- 
fervation,  which  is  very  fhort,  and  from  the  Hiftory  we  have 
given  of  this  War  and  this  Peace,  very  clear  and  convincing,  is 
the  tfue  Key  to  the  modern  Syftem,  and  very  fully  explains  the 
prefent  Situation  of  things  in  Germany,  and  that  Connection 
between  two  great  Powers,  which  has  been  hitherto  held  equal- 
ly unnatural  and  furprizing,  but  which  will  now  appear  in  quite 
another  light. 

The  Emperor  having  thus  reftored  the  Peace  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  the  Empire,  applied  his  whole  Care  to  the  fettling 
the  Tranquility  and  Welfare  of  his  Dominions,  and  the  Au- 
thority of  his  Family.  The  former  gain'd  him  the  AfFe&ion  of 
his  Subjects,  and  he  bad  all  the  Succefs  he  could  wifli  for  in 
the  latter.  He  procured  his  Son  Ferdinand,  already  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  to  be  elected  King  of  the  Romans  at 
Augjbourg  in  1653.  But  when  he  thought  his  Felicity  effe&u- 
ally  fecured,  he  found  it  leaft  fo ;  for  on  the  4th  of  July,  in 
the  Year  following,  that  young  Prince  died,  which  ftruck  the 
Emperor  with  a  deep  Melancholy,  from  which  he  never  after- 
wards recovered. 

He  a&ed  however  as  to  publick  Affairs  with  much  Dignity 
and  Spirit  j  thus  he  gave  powerful  Affiltance  to  xh& Poles  agarnft 
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fte  Swedes,  who  would  otherwife  have  over-run  their  Coun- 
try; and  it  was  by  this  Means  alfo,  that  the  Danes  were  en- 
gaged to  take  the  fame  Step,  and  to  break  with  the  Swedes; 
but  he  did  not  live  to  fee  die  Iflue  of  this  War,  dying  of  a 
Confumption,  occafioned,  as  has  been  faid,  by  his  Concern  for 
the  Lofs  of  his  eldeft  Son,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1657.  He  was 
in  every  Refped  a  very  wife  and  great  Man,  in  moft  Things 
a  very  fortunate  Prince,  and  if  his  Ambition  had  been  lefs, 
his  Authority  had  been  greater. ;  but  the  too  great  Warmth  he 
difcovered  in  Matters  of  Religion,  and  the  Defire  he  had  to 
extend  the  Imperial  Power  beyond  the  Bounds  prefcribed  to 
his  Predeceflbrs,  induced  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire to  take  fuch  Meafures  for  their  Security,  as  in  the  End, 
notwithstanding  all  his  Vi&ories,  proved  in  that  Refped  very 
effectual. 

Leopold  I.  the  younger  Son  of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  III. 
did  not  immediately  fucceed  his  Father,  becaufe  he  was  under 
Age;  he  was  originally  intended  for  the  Church,  but  upon 
the  Death  of  his  Brother  Ferdinand,  he  was  crowned  King  of 
Hungary  on  the  25th  of  June  1655,  and  King  of  Bohemia  on 
the  14th  of  September  the  fame  Year.  On  the  18th  of  Jul} 
1658,  he  was  cle&ed  Emperor,  and  on  the  5th  of  Augvfl 
following,  was  crown'd  at  FranckforU  In  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign,  the  War,  which  laired  fo  long  betwixt  the  Swedes,  the 
Danes,  the  Poles  and  the  Brandenburghers,  was  concluded  by 
the  Treaty  of  Oliva  in  1660,  under  various  Guaranties. 

A  War  broke  out  foon  after  betwixt  the  Emperor  and  the 
Hungarians,  who  complained  that  their  Privileges  were  in- 
vaded ;  that  the  German  Troops  maintained  there  on  Pretence 
of  defending  them,  which  they  were  able  and  willing  to  do 
themfelves,  committed  all  Sorts  of  Violence  and  Cruelty;  that 
the  Hungarians  in  Pofleflion  of  Offices  were  not  fuflered  to 
difcharge  them;  that  the  Liberty  of  Religion,  which  had  been 
allowed  them  by  feveral  Diets,  was  denied,  their  Churches 
taken  from  them,  and  their  Minifters  banifhed,  becaufe  they 
were  not  of  the  Religion  of  their  Prince.  That  the  Nobility, 
who  ought  to  be  tried  by  their  own  Judges,  were  brought  to 
anfwer  before  Germans ;  that  tho'  the  Revenue  was  more  than 
fufficient  to  maintain  the  Troops,  yet  they  were  not  paid,  but 
lived  by  Extortion,  or  invading  the  Turks,  who  made  fevere 
Reprifals  oa  the  peaceable  Inhabitants  of  the  Country. 

The  Grand  Seignior  improved  this  Difference,  and  the 
Emperor  taking  Part  with  the  Prince  of  Tranflvania,  fet  up 
without  his  Confent,  he  therefore  gave  that  Title  to  Prince 
Abaffi.    The  Turks  defeated  the  Imperialifts  at  Clauftnbour^ 
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tthd  took  tfitfJxtkfel  in  1663,  but  were  routed  at  Lcvents,  wtiere 
they  loft  6000  Men;  and  afterwards  at  St.  Gothardy  whertT 
they  loft  above  the  fame  Number,  and  marty  <Jeneral  Officers,' 
Which  brought  on  a  Peace.  The  Hungarians  finding  that  their 
Privileges  were  not  reftorcd  according  to  theEmperor'sPronjife,, 
being  oppreft'd  by  German  Troops,  and  the  Office  of  Palatini 
being  abolifhed,  which  had  continued  many  hundred  years? 
(hey  joined  with  the  Trunfihmtiant  to  obtain  Help  from  the 
Turks.  The  very  Monks  preached  that  their  Yoke  was  eaficr 
than  that  of  the  Qtrmans;  for  this  Infurreftion  the  Counts  of 
Serm9  Frangipam,  and  Nada/iis  were  put  tb  death,  which  hin- 
dered Prince  Ragot/kfs  taking  Arms;  and  Count  Tetefy  dying 
in  his  Caftle,  juft  as  the  Imperialifts  had  invefted  it*  they 
Were  left  without  a  Head,  til!  young  Count  Tekify  who  w*s 
then  but  fifteen  Years  of  Age*  and  from  his  Prtfon  efcaped  to 
TraxJ8uama9  came  to  efpoufe  their  Caufe;  for  a  bare  Sufpicion 
of  being  well-affe&ed  to  which,  he  had  been  treated  with 
much  Severity, 

Hewas  received  by  this  exhaufted  Nation  with  theutrhdft  joy* 
and  the  Revolt  of  the  Hungarians  became  almoft  general ;  but 
however,  the  German  Forces  in  that  Kingdom  foon  reduced  theirt 
to  the  Neceffity  of  fepinfng  in  fecret  againft  the  Emperor's  Mea- 
fures,  ihftead  of  openly  taking  up  Arfrts,  as  they  certainly  intended  1. 
His  Imperial  Majen/s  Thoughts,  which  were  entirely  turn-' 
ed  towards  the  Settlement  of  His  own  Dominions,  without  the 
leaft  Inclination  to  incroacb  -on,  dr  difturb  his  Neighbours, 
were  called  off  by  the  ambitious  Views  of  a  Monarch  who  fpen i 
his  whole  Life  in  difturbing  the  Peace  of  Europe  %  for  in  1673 
the  French  invaded  Lower  Germany  y  and  "over-run  moft  of  the 
United  Prtuintes.  The  Elector  of  Treves  having  no  Force  to 
cppofe  to  thefe  Troops,  was  obliged  to  allow  them  a  Paffage 
through  his  Dothinloris.  And  the  Archbifliop  of  Gohgne^  and 
the  Bifliop  of  Mtmfter^JcAnci  With  them  in  this  Ettpedttidn 
againft  their  Country.  The  Eleftor  of  Brdndenburgh  demanded 
Affiftance  of  the  Emperdr  to  proteft  his  Dutchy  of  C/mir*  buf 
the  French  over-run  it  before  he  could  procure  any* 

The  French  in  1673  entered  Aljdci^  where  they  took  k* 
veral  Towns,  and  laid  Part  of  the  Palatinate  urider  Gontribu-*' 
tions.  The  Duke  of  Lorrain,  who  commanded  the  Emperor's- 
Antly,  would  have  joined  Gaprara,    but  (w®  prevented  bjf*/ 
M.  Turenne,  which  occafioned  the  inefFe&ujri  Battle  of  Sint* 
jheim.     The  Eleftdr  Palatine  Was  fo  rhiich  provoked  at  the 
ravaging  his  Country,  that  he  ftnt  M.  *turtnnt  i,  Chriltengd* 
which  Ihe  would-  not  accept,  fcntrrotut   AMowante  frohrt  thd 
French  Kin jf *  his* M after,     Thefe  Thinjs^  with  ttaMakia* 


of  Treves?  obliged  the  Empire  to  declare^  War*  and  aflctfok 
%orc  Troops;-  upon  which  M.  Tureune  repaffcd  the.  Atataiid 
entrenched  near  fyilipficurg. 

In  1 674  the  Germans  fought  the  .fr*K&  Army  commanded  by 
Jdarfhal  Turenne  near  MoltJbeimy  where  both  Side*  claimed  the 
Victory,  In  1675  the  Awk&  defeated  theGrwrnne^CWW; 
but  AmtHKuli  Succeeding  the  Duke  of  Bournwville  irf the  Com- 
mand: of  the  German  Army,  he  was  a  morq  equal  Match  for 
Turewte*,  who  being  encamped  near  him,  and  goijK  to  fin  Emi- 
nence to  reconnoitre  his  Army*  was  kill'd  by  a  Cannon  B*dl, 
which  put  an  end  to.  bis  Glory,  that  was  tarniihed  before  by 
his  turning  Papifh  After  the  Battle  of  Jkenhtint,  the  French  re- 
paired the  Rhine,  where  the  Duke  de  Dnras9  Nephew  to  7i- 
repne,  acquired  much  Reputation  by  retiring  with  but  little  Lois 
in  Sight  of  the  Enemy  from  a  very  difadvantageews  Camp. 

In  1679,  the  War  between  the  Empire,  the  French  and  the 
Jhdtcby  was  concluded  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimegwn^  where  the 
King  of  Sweden  was  Mediator,  by  which  France  got  Fribewrg 
*nd  the  Burgau  in  lieu  of  Pbibfjfhourg,  and  die  Swedes  recover- 
ed the  Provinces  they  had  loft  in  the  War.  After  the  Peace  of 
Niw€gven>  the  French  King  began  to  ereft  Chambers  of  He- 
union  at  Met%  and  Bri/acf  where  by  Sentences  of  his  own 
Judges,  feveral  Princes  were  required  to  furrender  thofe  Pro- 
vinces.and  Cities  that  were  adjudged  to  be  dependent  on  his 
new  Acquifitions;  and  fuch  as  would  not  comply  lyere  com- 
peird  by  Force,  particularly  the  Eie&or  Palatini,  and  tbe 
Ele&or  of  Treves. 

The  Jr*ic&  alfo  ftill  kept  Poflcffion  of  thofe  Places,  they 
had  ftipulated  to  furrender  to  the.  Empire  by  the  Peace.    Tbe 
Emperor's  Minifters  gave  in  a  Memorial  to  the  Diet  at  Ratif-  j 
ban  of  thefe  Proceedings,  and  the  States  afiembled  there  unani-  1 
moufly  retblved  that  they  were  dice&ly  contrary  to  Treaties  j  | 
but  HAlund  and  Brandenburgh  were  not  inclined  to  a  new  Rup-  , 
.  ture  with  France.    In  1680  the  French  furprized  Strqfbmprg%  by  I 
.  the  Treachery  of  fome  of  their  new  Magiftrates.  The  King  of  | 
France  likewife  endeavoured  to  get  the  Dauphin  elected  lung 
of  the  Romans,  but  mifcarried  in  it.  In  1 68 1  he  made  a  Treaty ' 
.  with  Count  Tekely^  who  had  a  firing  P^rty  of  Malecontentsia- 
Ifungary^  was  in  high  Efteem  with  the  Grand  Seigpior,  andij 
engaged  the  Turfy  to  invade  Hungary  before  the  Emperor  was  1 
aware  of  it.        ' 

In  1683  the  puke  of  Lorrain  befieged  Newbeujei,  but  wa^ 
obliged  to  break  up  from  thence  on  the  Grand  Vizier's  march* 
ing  towards  him.  At  the  fame  Time  three  thoufand  Tartarii 
harralled  the  Country,  apd  the  Germans  with  great  Difficult 
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retired  towards  Piepu;  for  three  thou&nd  Turks  and  firffcr 
fell  upon. their  Baggage,  took  it,  and  killed  rooft  of  the  Coi?> 
voy;  but  at  length  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  refcued  fome  part  pf 
the  Baggage*  Ttfe  News  of  this  occafioned  an  incredible  Con- 
Vernation  at  Vttnm.  The  Emperor  removed  to  Lmt%  and 
raft  of  the  Citizens  were  for  leaving  thfe  City ;  but  the  Ap- 
proach of  the  Dftke  of  Lorrain  next  Day  encouraged  them ; 
Jo  that  they  began  to  repair  the  Fortifications,  and  the  Garrifon 
was  reinforced,  there  not  being  above  two  hundred  regular 
Forces  in  the  City  at  this  Tinie. 

The  Turks  opened  their  Trendies  the  fifteenth  of  July  -,  the 
Carrifon  under  Count  Staremberg  difputed  every  Inch  of 
Ground,  and  by  freouent  Sallies  cut  off  great  Numbers.  In 
the  wean  time,  the  Duke  of  Lorram  defeated  Tetefy,  took  Ms 
Baggage,  and  relieved  Prefiourg^  that  was  ready  to  have  fallen 
into  bis  Hands.  The  Duke  engaged  him  a  fecond  Time  on 
die  Borders  of  Moruvh^  and  forced  him  to  retire.  The  Siege 
sot  Vienna  continued  to  the  tweifth  of  September  with  all  the 
Fury  imaginable;  and  the  Befieged  behaved  themfetoes  with  the 
iitmoft  Intrepidity,  till  they  were  relieved  by  the  Confederate 
Army  of  eighty  thoufand  Men,  confiding  of  Jmfvriati/h  and 
Petes*  and  as  tee  Troops  as  any  in  Europe. 

The  Right  Wing  was  commanded  by  John  Sdq/K,  King  df 
PolamL,  the  Left  by  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  and  the  Duke  bf 
larrahty  and  the  main  Body  by  the  EleQor  of  Saxony  and 
Prince  IVaMuk.  They  forced  the  Enemy's  Entrenchments, 
and  during  the  Engagement  the  Duke  of  LerratK  detached 
Prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  with  a  Body  of  Horie,  Foot  and 
Dragoons,  to  relieve  the  City;  which  he  did,  and  killed  moft 
of  the  Turks  that  were  employed  in  the  Afiault,  Upon  this 
the  Turkijb  Horfe  fled,  and  left  their  Foot  and  Camp  to  the 
Mercy  of  .the  Cbrifiiani,  who  gained  a  fignal  Victory,  with 
the  Lofs  of  about  one  thoufand  Men.  The  Turks  loft  about 
fcventy-iive  thousand,  with  their  Baggage,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Cannon;  and  the  Garilbn  about  fix  thoufand, 
-Men  during  the  Siege,  which  lafted  fifty-nine  Days  opeli 
Trenches. 

After  the  taking  of  Bud*,  Prince  Saffi  began  to  temporise 
with  the  Emperor.  But  the  Duke  of  Lorraifi  entered  Tran- 
JUuamo,  as  Count  Tekeij  had  foretold  him,  and  obliged  that 
Prince  and  the  States  to  a  Submiffion  $  forcing  ttetfi  to  fur- 
render  their  Fortieses,  and  conclude  a  Treaty  very  advantage^ 
ous  to  the  Emperor;  upon  which  the  Prince  retired  to  Fergats. 
About  this  Time  die  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Agria  furrendcred  to 
Che  Imperialist  and  Mohammed  IV,  Emperor  of  the  7W*, 
•         ■>  N  a  was 
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was  dejiofed,  and  his  Brother  fct  up  in  bis  Stead.  T*he  Em- 
peror's good  Succefs  put  him  upon  getting  his  Son,  the  Aicht 
duke  Jofepb>  crowned  King  of  Hungary. 

He  went  himfelf  to  Pnjbourg  upon  this  Occafion,  where  he 
aflembled  the  States  and  told  them,  he  would  have  th?  Crown 
made  hereditary.  The  States  took  it  into  Conftderation;  re- 
.prefented  their  Grievances  as  ufual,  and  faid  they  were  willing 
to  cleft  the  Archduke;  but  deftred  their  Freedom  of  Elc&on 
might  be  continued*  and  that  the  Crown  fliould  not  become 
hereditary:  That  the  German  Troops  might  be  recalled  when 
•Peace  was  made  with,  the  Turb3  and  all  their  Grievances  re* 
drcfied  before  the  Coronation.  The  Emperor  allowed  the* 
fourteen  Days  to  deliberate  and  draw  up  their  Grievances;  but 
told  them  he  had  been  at  more  Charge  to  defend  their  Kingdom 
againft  the  Turks  than  it  was  worth,  and  therefore  had  a  Right 
.to  look  upon  it  as  one  of  his  hereditary  Countries.  A  ftrange 
Inftance  of  boundlcfi  Ambition  founded  in  falfe  Politicks ! 

There  were  great  Debates  about  this  in  the  Diet ;  and  Count 
DrafcowitZy  the  chief  Judge  of  the  Kingdom,  having  repre- 
sented tbo-Confequences  of  it,  they  mo!  humbly  prayed  the 
Emperor  not  to  make  fuch  an  Alteration  in  their  Conftitution. 
But  the  Count  being  found  dead  in  his  Bed  fome  Days  after, 
no  body  knew  how,  thofe  of  his  Sentiments  durft  not  mention 
it  any  more.  .  Some  deiired  they  might  be  at  Liberty  to  chufe 
any  fuch  Prince  of  the  Houfe'of  AuRria  as  they  fliould  think 
fit?  but  this  was  alfo  reje&ed  with  Difdain. 

There  were  two  other  Prints  which  for  fome  time  retarded 

the  Coronation ;  .the  firft  was,  that  according  to  an  Article  of 

King  Andrew's  Declaration,  any  of  the  three  Eftates  had  a 

Right  to  oppofo  the  King  when  he  aded  againft  the  Laws  of 

'the  Kingdom,  without  being  guilty  of  Treafon :  But  the  Env- 

peror  would  not  allow  of  that*  The  fecond  was,  that  the  Pro- 

teftants,  wbo  had  joined  with  the  Court  to  get  the  Crown 

gnadc  hereditary,  thought  it  a  proper  Seafon  to  demand  that 

jhey  fliould  be  maintained  in  their  ancient  Privileges:  That  the 

.(Jhurche^^ivl  Eftartes  which  had  been  taken,  from  them  fince 

1667  fliould  be  reftored:    That  they  fliould  have  Deputies  in 

$>/ery  Diet:  That  the  Jefuita  fhbuld  not  meddle  in  Afiairsof 

State,  or  what  related  to  the  Proteftant  Religion :  That  they 

■fliould  iiot  be  allowed  to  fettle  in  any  other  Place  than  where 

.they  then  were:.  And  that  Count  Carqffh,  who  had  got  many 

.innocent  People  cut  off  upon  Pretence  of  Plots,  fliould  bfc 

turned  out  of  his  Places  and  the  Miniftry. 

.    But  the  States  did  not:  think  it  a  feafonabie  Time  for  the 

Protectants  .to  infift  on  thefe   Things.  :  And  thus,  on  the 
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twenty-ninth  of  December,  the  Kingdom  w*s  declared  heredi- 
tary, and  the  Power  of  the  Prince  became  in  a  manner  abfo- 
hrte,  fo  that  the  People  could  do  nothing  but,figh  for  the  Lofs 
of  their  Liberty :  for  Count  Tekefy,  who  had  formerly  acquired 
fb  much  Glory,  had  failed  of  late  in  moft  of  his  Attempts, 
and  was  not  able  to  keep  up  their  Spirits,  or  afford  them  any 
probable  Hopes  of  Relief. 

The  War  againft  the  Turks  was  {till  profecuted  with  various 
Succeis,  for  feveral  Years,  no|withftanding  that  the  French  in 
J6&9  fell  into  Germany  with  a  great  Army,  and  committed 
fech  Outrages  as  were  inconfiftent  with  the  Laws  of  War. 
This  Conduct  of  theirs  fo  totally  deftroyed  the  Intercft  they 
had  among  the  German  Princes,  that  in  1690  the  Emperor 
procured  his  Son  the  Archduke  >Jofepb,  who  was  already 
King  of  Hungary,  to  be  eleded  King  of  the  Remans;  and  the 
Year  following,  the  Turks  were  defeated  bv  the  Imberialifls  in 
the  Battle  of  Sakmkembn,  in  which  they  loft  their  Grand  Vi- 
zier QtperB,  and  twenty  thoufand  Men.  The  War  continued 
notwithstanding,  chiefly  from  the  Encouragement  given  to  the 
Infidels  by  the  French,  and  the  vaft  Efforts  they  made  in  their 
Favour.  The  Turks  likewife  did  all  that  lay  in  their  Power  to 
balance  die  former  Succeflesof  the  Imperialifis ;  but  in  1697, 
Prince  Eugene  defeated  one  of  the  moft  powerful  Armies  the 
Infidels  ever  brought  into  the  Field,  at  Zanta,  in  which  deci- 
sive A&ion  no  lefs  than  25,000  Turks  perifhed. 

The  French  perceiving  that  this  Blow  had  put  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  theif  good  Allies  to  do  any  thing  more  for  their  Ser- 
vice, refolved  to  get  out  of  the  War  in  Time,  and  make  the 
beft  Peace  for  themfelves  they  could;  which-  they  accordingly 
did  at  RyfuAd,  whereby  they  quitted  all  their  Re-unions  in 
Jlface:  But  the  Popifh  Religion  was  to  remain  where  they  had 
fettled  it.  The  Ele&or  Palatine  was  reftorcd  to  his  Territories 
on  paying  200,000  LivresperJmuim  to  die  Duchefs  of  Orleans, 
till  her  Pretentions  were  decided.  Dsmant  was  reftored  to  the 
Bifhop  cf  Liege i  Sirajbourg  refigned  to  France;  and  Fsrt-KieJ, 
Fribourg,  Star -fort,  OldBrifac,  and  Pbilipjbourg  reftored  to  the 
Empire. 

The  French  were  to  dcmolifh  the  Fortifications  over-againft 
Hurmmgen  and  Fort-Lewis ;  the  Caftles  of  Traerbach,  Mbren* 
burg,  Ksmburg,  and  the  Fortrefs  of  Mount- Royal,  were  to  be 
demolifhed  and  given  to  their  right  Owners/  The  Duke  of 
Lorram  was  reftored  to  his  own  Country,  and  to  Nancy ; 
and  the  Caftles  of  Bitfcb  and  Hamburg  were  to  be  razed. 
The  Proteftant  Princes  of  the  Empire  gave  in  a  Memorial 
againft  eftablifhing  Popery  in  Alfatia,  becaufe  contray  to  the 

N  3.  fundamental 
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fundamental  Laws  of  the  Empire,  L  t*  to  the  Peace  of  ReligU 
on  made  1 588,  to  that  of  Wejlphalia  and  to  that  of  Nimeguen, 
which  were  the  Baf&s  of  this  Treaty:  And  that  this  Article  was 
likewife  contrary  to  the  Capitulations  of  the  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  the  Romans*  by  which  the  faid  Peace  of  Religion  was. 
fecured  j  but  this  Remonftrance  was  without  Effed. 

The  Turks  finding  themfelves  abandoned  in  this  manner  by 
thofe  who  drew  them  into  the  War,  and  who  had  more  than 
once  hinder'd  them  from  making  Peace  upon  reafonable  Terms, 
refolved  to  accept  the  Mediation  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and 
to  conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Emperor  and  his  Allies  on  the 
beft  Terms  that,  in  their  prefent  Circumstances,  could  be  had. 
Accordingly*  after,  great  t'ains  taken  by  Lord  Paget  and  Mr. 
Cotter,  who/condu£tcd  this  Negotiation,  on  January  26,  16999 
a  Truce  was  figned  for  25  Years  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  Turis  at  Cariotuitz.  The  chief  Articles  of  which  were, 
That  Tran/uvania  ihould  remain  entire  to  the  Emperor,  but 
the  Province  of  Tenwjxoaer  to  the  Turis;  That  the  Emperor 
ihould  demolifli  Carenfcbas,  Lippa,  Zenwod%  Berjke,  and  Scbla, 
and  never  refortify  them.  The  Iflands  of  the  Rivers  Save 
and  Morcfcb  were  to  belong  to  the  Emperor,  but  the  Ufe  of 
thofe  Rivers  to  both  :  All  rrifoners  taken  during  the  War  to 
be  exchanged  or  ranfomed :  No  Protection  on  either  Side  to 
be  given  to  Rebels  and  Malecontents,  The  Papifts  in  the 
Turkijh  Territories  were  to  have  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Re* 
ligion.  -  The  Cs*r,  the  King  of  Poland,  2nd  the  Republick 
of  Venue,  were  comprehended  in  this  Treaty;  but  Count 
Tckcjy  was  excluded.  The  Grand  Seignior  made  him,  by  way 
of  Compenfation,  Prince  of  Weddon,  Carenfebeis,  and  Luges, 
with  their  Dependencies,  that  he  might  itill  retain  him  io 
his  Intcrefts.. 

At  the  Time  the  jjreat  general  War  broke  out  on  the  Score 
of  the  Spanijb  Succelhon,  the  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  Leopold. 
were  but  in  a  very  indifferent  Condition,  He  faw  plainly, 
that  without  the  Afliftance  of  the  Empire  it  was  impo{fihle 
for  him  to  a£t  effe&ually  againft  France,  and. -be  faw  at  the 
farpe  tijne,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  engage  the  Princes 
and  States  of  Germany  in  a  War,  with  which  they  had  no 
farther  Concern,  than  as  Philip  V.  King  0/  Spain,  had  taken 
Pofteflion  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan,  which  was  a -Fief  belong* 
jng  to  the  Empire;  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Mantua  de- 
claring againft  the  Emperor,  whofe  Vaflals  they  were.  Yet  ft> 
great  an  Inteieft  his  Imperial  Majefty  had,  that  by  degrees  he 
engaged  all  the  Circles  to  enter  into  the  Alliance  he  had  rbraTd 
With  the  Maritin.g  Power?,  which  was  brought  to  bear  in  the 
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Yew  1701*  When  it  was  agreed  that  the  Empire  (hould  raifij 
an  Anny  of  ft£0,ooo  Men}  which,  however,  were  never  af- 
femhled  but  upon  Paper. 

The  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  fided  with  France;  *s  did  alfo  his 
Brother  die  Elcftor  of  Cologne:  The  former  arm'din  his  own 
Dominions,  and  the  latter  admitted  French  Troops  into  his 
Towns.  The  Duke  of  Wolftmbuttle  alfo  raifed  Troops  for  the 
Service  of  France;  hut  before  they  were  in  a  Condition  to  aft, 
the  Ele&Mr  of  Hanover,  our  late  Sovereign,  furrounded  his 
Faroes,  and  obliged  them  to  enter  into  the  Imperial  Services 
which  was  a  Point  of  very  great  Importance  at  that  Time,  and 
h  acknowledged  to  be  by  the  Emperor. 

In  1702,  die  Elector  of  Bavaria  feized  the  City  of  Vim* 
The  Army  of  the  Empire,  under  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  was 
beat  at  FrMmghen\  and  France  took  Pofleffion  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lerrain>  ami  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Electorate  of  Treves. 
In  1703,  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  defeated*  another  Imperial 
General,  made  himfclf  Mailer  of  the  City  of  Ratijbon,  and 
feized  there  all  the  Minifters  aflembled  at  the  Diet  of  the 
Empire.  He  afterwards  made  an  Irruption  into  Tirol,  out  of 
whidi  he  was  driven  by  the  Inhabitants :  But  upon  his  Return 
into  Germany,  being  joined  by  M.  Hilars  with  a  Body  of  French 
Forces,  he  defeated  the  Imperialifts  at  the  firft  Battle  of  Hoch- 
ftei,  and  foon  after  made  himfelf  Matter  of  Augflxurg.  This 
Year  alio  Prince  Ragetjki  raifed  an  Infurre&ion  in  Hungary ; 
and  by  thefe  feveral  Misfortunes  the  Empeior  was  driven  to  the 
laft  Degree  ofDiftrefs;  the  Bavarians  being  on  the  Frontiers 
of  his  Dominions  on  one  Side,  and  the  Malecontent  Hungari- 
ans making  Inroads  to  the  very  Gates  of  Vienna  on  the  other.  • 
In  the  midft  however  of  all  thefe  .Difficulties,  his  Imperial  Ma-* 
jefty  declared,  in  the  Month  of  September,  the  Archduke 
Charles  King  of  Spain,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  III.  who  in  that 
Quality,  was  acknowledged,  received,  and  fupported  by  the 
Allies-,  the  Court  of  Vienna  having  nothing  to  give  but  the 
Tide. 

In  1704*  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  form'd  /be  glorious 
ReTdution  of  delivering  the  Emperor  and  Empire  at  once; 
with  which  View  he  advanced  with  the  Army  of  the  Allies 
into  Suabia,  and  on  the  2d  of  July  forced  the  Lines  at  Schel- 
lenberg,  which  opened  his  Army  a  Paflage  into  Bavaria.  On  the 
13th  of  Augu/I  following  he  defeated  the  Bavarians  and  French 
in  the  fecond  Battle  of  Hochfled,  or  Blenheim;  in  which,  with 
the  Loh.  of  about  5000  Men,  he  killed  12000  of  the  Enemy, 
took  as  many  Prifoners,  together  with  all  their  Artillery  and 
Baggage  *  after  which  he  drove  the  French  imirely  out  of  GVr- 
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many,  and  returned  With  his  victorious  Army  irtto  fee  Lmh 
Countries.  The  Emperor  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  againft  the 
Fjtu>garian  Malecontentsj  fo  that,  as  this  was  the  laft,  it 
might  be  accounted  the  moft  gloriotfs  Year  of  his  Life.  He 
died  at  Vienna  on  the  $th  of  May  following,  in  the  64th  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  46th  of  his  Reign.  He  was  thrice  married; 
firft  to  Margareta  There/a^  Daughter  to  Philip  IV.  King  o? 
Spain;  fecoridfy  to  Claudia,  Daughter  to  the  Archduke  Fern 
Unand  his  Coufinj  and  thirdly  to  Elemora,  Daughter  to  the 
£!e&or  Palatine,  by  whom  he  left  two  Sons  and  three 
Daughters. 

The  Emperor  Jofeph  who  fucceeded  his  Father,  was  in  the 
Ftowcr  of  his  Age ;  being  at  that  Time  about  Twenty-five, 
and  a  frince  of  as  great  Hopes  as  any  in  Europe.  It  was  be- 
lieved, that  at  the  very  Beginning  of  his  Reign  an  End  might 
have  been  put  to  the  War,  by  the  Recovery  of  Lorra'm,  and 
entering  that  way  into  France  \  and  it  was  likewife  propofed  to 
bring  about  an  Accommodation  with  the  Hungarians,  The 
former  was  defeated  by  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden's  failing  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough^  whom  he  ought  to  have  join'd  j  and  the  latter 
came  to  nothing  through  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Maleeontents, 
who  tho'  they  might  be  beaten,  could  never  be  humbled. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1706,  there  happened  a  kind 
of  general  Ihfurre&ion  among  the  Peafants  in  Bavaria,  out  of 
mere  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,  at  t^at  Time  an  Exile  in 
France  \  but  it  was  fupprefied,  tho*  not  without  vaft  Effufion 
of  Blood,  fome  thoufands  being  kill'd  in  the  Field,-  and  many 
afterwards  hanged,  in  order  to  terrify  the  reft.  This  only 
ferved  to  fharpen  the  Emperor's  Refentment;  who,  on  the 
firft  of  May,  proceeded  to  put  the  Electors  of  Bavaria  and 
Cologne  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire.  The  French  not  only 
relieved  Fort- Lewis,  but  atfo  recover'd  Drufenheim  and  Hague- 
nau,  which  they  had  loft  the  Year  before  j  and  in  the  laft- 
jnention'd  Place  they  became  Matters  of  a  fine  Train  of  Ar- 
tillery, which  drew  a  Sufpicion  upon  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden, 
as  if  he  had  left  it  there  for  them ;  but  his  Highnefs  dying 
foon  afterwards,  and  the  military  Affairs  of  the  Empire  going 
then  rather  worfe  than  before,  convinced  the  World  that  he 
had  been  afperfed,  and  the  Loffes  under  his  Command  owing 
%o  Misfortune,  and  not  any  Fault  in  him. 

In  1707,  the  French,  under  the  Command  of  Marflial 
pillars,  forced  the  Imperialifts  in  their  Lines,  and  Over-ran  all 
§uajtia  and  IVirtemberg,  raifing  moft  dreadful  Contributions, 
for  which  that  General  was  ever  famous :  And  it  is  very  highly 
rfpbable  \k  W9uW  have  pujh'd  ftill  farther  into  the  $ftpire>  if 
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Ire  had  not  been  presented  bythc  Siege  of  gSfrfai ;  ib  that  none 
of  the  Allies  reap'd  fo  great  Profit  from  that  Expedition  as  the , 
Emperor  who  was  moft  againft  it.  The  Negotiations  with 
the  Hungarians  went  on,  hut  to  no  Purppfe  5  though  the  Mari- 
time Powers  offered  their  Mediation,  and  laboured  all  they 
could  to  have  brought  about  a  Peace  on  equitable  Terms. 

In  the  Beginning1  of  1 708,  there  happened  a  Difyute  between 
his  Imperial  Majeffy  and  the  Pope,  in  which  the  latter  was  re- 
duced to  fubmit  to  fuch  Terms  as  were  prescribed  him,  and 
amongft  others  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  Archduke  Charles 
in  Qjiality  of  King  of  Spain*  and  confequently  of  Naples*  much 
againft  his  Inclination.  In  Flanders  die  French  were  beat  at 
Oudenard*  and  loft  Lifle ;  but  the  Army  of  the  Empire  was  able 
to  do  nothing. 

In  1710,  the  Emperor  propofed  fending  to  that  Army  1 1000 
of  his  own  Troops,  an<Ho  contribute  a  large  Sum  of  Money 
towards  the  Ekpences  of  the  Campaign ;  yet  thefe  Promifes 
were  fo  indifferently  comply  *d  with,  that  the  Ele&or  of  Hano- 
«r,  who  was  to  have  commanded  the  Army  of  the  Empire, 
thought  fit  to  return  into  his  own  Dominions.  In  Hungary 
however,  the  Malccontents  were  fo  effectually  beaten,  that 
their  Chiefs  thought  fit  to  retire  ;  and  in  all  Probability  an  End 
had  been  put  to  the  Troubles  in  that  Kingdom,  if  the  Emperor 
had  not  died  of  a  very  fhort  Illnefs  on  the  17th  of  April  1711, 
in  the  33d  Year  of  his  Age,  and  at  the  Clofe  of  the  uxth  Year 
of  his  Keign ;  leaving  by  h\s  Emprefs,  who  was  a  Princefs  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  no  Male  Iffue,  which  produced  thofe 
Events  which  have  exercifed  the  Politicks  of  Europe  ever  fince. 

Charles  VI.  the  late  Emperor's  only  Brother,  and  the  fole 
Heir  Male  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrioy  was  elected  his  Succeflbr  in 
the  Month  of  Augufi  the  fame  Year,  and  was  crowned  in  De- 
umber  following.  By  his  Return  out  of  Catalonia*  he  loft  all 
Hopes  of  recovering  the  Kingdom  of  Spain ;  and  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht 9  in  the  following  Year,  put  it  out  of  bis  Power  to 
carry  on  the  War  in  the  Lew-Countries.  On  the  22d  of  May 
17 12,  he  was  crown'd  King  of  Hungary  at  Prejbourg*  und  be- 
gan to  employ  all  his  Thoughts  on  fettling  the  buccef&on  in  the 
Houfe  of  Aujtria*  in  Cafe  he  ihould  die  without  Iffue ;  and  ill 
biding  out  Ways  and  Means  for  carrying  on  the  War  with 
France. 

In  refpcft  to  the  former,  he  declared  the  eldeft  of  his 
Nieces  the  fole  Heirefs  ;  and  in  regard  to  the  latter,  he  march- 
ed a  great  Body  of  Forces  into  the  Low- Countries  j  but  was 
foon  after  forced  to  employ  all  his  Troops  in  fecuring  jlie 
fontiers  of  the  Empire,  whith  were  again  attack'd  bjr  the 
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Trmb\  who,  hcfare  th«  Clofo  6f  tJifc  Year  17  rj,  redudfdtW 
ftroftg  Fortntfs  of  Frihmtrg ;  which,  with  other  Misfortunes* 
forced  h{m  to  make  a  Peatt  with  France^  that  was  fign'd  at 
Ratfadt  on  the  '6th  of  March  1714,  chiefly  on  the  flan  of 
ibcr  Treaty  of  Weftpbdia.  , 

In  the  following  Year  he  decided  War  againft  the  Turb,  in 
Favour  of  the  Venetian**  Prince  Eugene  commanded  the  Impe- 
rial Armies,  as  he  had  done  againft  the  French  aiuF  Spaniard: ; 
and  on  the  5th  of  Jufy  1716,  t&tirily  defeated  the  Infidels  at 
Peterwaradiny  where  the  Grand  Visuer  and  ten  Bafhaws  wen 
kill'd  upon  the  Spot ;  their  entire  Train  of  170  Pieces  of  Can- 
non, their  military  Cheft,  and  all  their  Baggage  falling  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Imperialists.  The  important  City  of  Teme/iuaef 
fiirrendcr'd  on  the  13th  of  Oftober,  which  added  a  very  confidcr- 
able  Country  to  the  Emperor's  Dominions,  in  Qualityof  King 
of  Hungary. 

.  The  next  Year  Prince  /Tfgvmtatthe  Head  of  the  Imperial  Ar' 
niy,  invefted  Belgrade;  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  Turh  mfcichM 
as  great  an  Army  as.  it  was  in  their  Power,  under  die  Command 
of  the  new  Grand  Vizier;  which  Artny,  however,  was;  defeat- 
ed on  the  1  5th  of  Augufl  1 7 1 7>  after  an  obftinate  Engagement  of 
five  Hours.  In  this  A£tion  the  Turks  loft  ni  Pieces  of  Brzfs 
Canpon,  37  Mortars,  52  Colours,  and  nine  Horfe- Tails.  On 
the  17th  ofrthe  fame  Month  Belgrade  capitulated;  and  foon  after 
the  Tarij  contented  to  a  Peace,  or  rather  to  a'Truce*  fortwentjr- 
five  Years,  which  was  concluded  at  Pajfarowkx  under  the  Me- 
diation of  the  Maritime  Powers. 

While  the  War  lafted,  King  Philip  V.  of  %;*had  attacM 
thelfiandof  Sardinia^  which  had  been  left  to  the  Emperor  by 
the  late  Treaty  of  Place ;  and  was  very  near  making  the  Con* 
queft  of  the  Ifland  of  Sicify,  which  had  been  yielded  to  the  Duke 
vfSavoy>  with  the  Title  of  King.  But  the  great  Powers  of 
Europe,  perceiving  that  thefe  Difputcs  would  bring  on  a  ncW 
general  War,  refolvfcd  to  cut  th*m  fliort ;  and  to  this  End  the 
Quadruple  Alliance  was  concluded  between  the?  Emperor, 
Framty  Great-Britain  and  Holland.  By  which  both  Sordini* 
and  Sicily  were  recovered  out  of  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards; 
and  the  former  given  in  Exchange  for  the  latter,  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who  has  ever  fince  been  ftilcd  King  of  Sardinia.  In  or- 
der to  prevent  future  Debates,  and  to  induce  Spain  to  accede  to 
this  Treaty,  it  was  agreed' that  the  Mliie  of  his  Catholiok  Ma- 
Jefty  Pfjrlip  V.  by  his  fecondQtieen  Eimtbethy  Daughter  to  the 
Duke  of  A?rm<?,fhould  fucceed  to  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince, 
if  he  died  without  Male  Ifiue  *  which  Conceffion  has  beerithe 
Caufe  of  all  the  Troubles  that  have  fince  happened  in  Enrefe. 
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Spain  was  with  much  Difficulty  forced  to  accept  of  theft* 
Terms,  or  rather  to  fubmit  to  them  ;  and  hi*  Imperial  Majefty 
was  not  very  well  (atisfy'd  even  with  this,  which  occaftoncd, 
the  holding  in  the  Year  1724  a  Congrefs  at  Cambray,  where 
while  France  and  the  Maritime  Powers  were  taking  all  ima~ 
ginabie  Pains  to  compromife  thefe  Difputes,  and  fix  the  ge-* 
neral  Tranquility  of  Europe  upon  a  folid  Bafts,  the  Courts, 
of  Fierma.  znd  Madrid  entered  into  a  private  Negotiation, 
which  terminated  foon  after  in  two  feveral  Treaties  of  A1H-- 
ance  and  Commerce  between  the  two  Courts,  fo  much  to  the 
•  Advantage  of  the  Emperor,  and  lb  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  Intereft  of  France  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  that  they 
found  themfelves  under  an  abfolute  Neoeffity  of  entring  into 
a  Treaty  for  their  own  Security,  which  was  accordingly  figned 
and  concluded  in  1725  at  Hanover,  and  this  foon  changed  the' 
Face  of  Affairs  again* 

After  fome  Hostilities  between  Spain  and  England,  another 
Congrefs  was  held  at  Soijfms,  in  which  Spain  demanded  and 
obtained  from  the  Hanover  Allies,  that  inftead  of  fix  thou- 
find  Swift  Troops,  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  Duchies 
d  Parma,  Pfacentia,  zndTufcany,  to  fecure  the  eventual  Sue* 
ceffion  of  thofe  Countries  to  Don  Carlos,  fix  thousand  Spa* 
niards  fhould  be  employed,  to  which  the  Emperor  refufed  to 
confent*  This  in  1729,  produced  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  con- 
cluded by  the  Hanover  Allies  with  his  Catholick  Majefty,. 
in  order  to  force  the  Emperor  to  fubmit  to  the  Condition 
before  mentioned ;  but  before  this  could  be  brought  about* 
the  Duke  of  Parma  died,  which  made  a  confiderable  Altera- 
tion in  the  State  of  Affairs  ;  inafmuch  as  it  gave  Don  Carht 
an  immediate  Right  to  his  Dominions,  even  in  Virtue  of 
thofe  Treaties  which  had  been  concluded  with  his  Imperial* 
Majefty.  However,  he  took  Care  to  put  all  Things  into  fo< 
rood  a  Pofture,  in  his  Italian  Dominions,  that  the  Allies  of 
oeville  were  able  to  do  nothing  by  Force. 

There  could  be  no  other  Method  found  out  to  induce  his 
Imperial  Majsfty  to  give  way  to  the  Alteration  made  in  tlic 
Treaty  of  London  by  that  of  Seville ;   except  the  Promife  of 

foanuitying  the  Succeffion,  which  he  had  eftablifiicd  in  hi* 
amity,  when  he  faw  there  was  no  longer  any  Probability  of 
his  having  Male  Iffue.  This  Point  was  effectually  fecured 
thro*  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  in  1731,  by- which  the  Emperor  con* 
dented  to  the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos  in  the  manner  that 
had  been  defired.  But  this  was  fo  far  from  hindering,  that  it 
really  brought  about  a  War,  which  the  Emperor  flattered  him- 
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ftlf  would  not  have  been  it  all  prejudicial  to  his  Intereft,  /up- 
pofing  that  his  Alliances  would  have  fecured  him  effectually 
even  againft  the  whole  Power  of  die  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

He  depended  in  the  North  upon  the  Czarina,  and  her  placing 
on  the  Throne  of  Poland  the  prefent  King  Augaftus  III.  He 
looked  upon  the  Empire's  declaring  in  his  Favour  as  a  Thing 
of  Courfe,  he  depended  upon  the  King  of  Sardinia*  and  had 
not  the  leaft  Scruple  about  the  Maritime  Powers.  Yet  for  all 
this  fair  Profpefi,  that  War  had  very  near  coft  him  all 
his  Dominions  in  Italy.  The  Empire  Slid  indeed  affift  him, 
but  unwillingly.  The  Eledor  of  Bavaria  kept  a  kind  of 
armed  Neutrality.  The  Ele&or  Palatine  defined  to  be  excufed 
from  contributing  to  the  Waf,  on  Account  of  what  his  Domi- 
nions fullered  by  it.  In  ihort,  all  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
were  as  (low  as  ever ;  and  fome  of  them  fufpeded.  The  King 
of  Sardinia  entered  into  the  Alliance  ajrainft  him.  The  Dutch 
took  care  of  themfelves,  by  a  Neutrality,  which  made  it  unfit 
and  unreasonable  for  Great  Britain  to  engage  in  the  War ; 
but  after  a  great  deal  of  Blood  fpilt,  and  the  almoft  total 
Ruin  of  the  Countries  contended  for,  the  War  was  concluded 
in  1735,  by  a  Peace  as  favourable  for  the  Emperor  as  he  could 
well  exped. 

He  loft  indeed  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  SidBy,  which 
were  given  to  Don  Carlos,  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  made  an 
abfolute  Ceflion  of  his  Country  to  France,  but  then  the  Em- 
peror had  Parma  and  Placentia  in  Exchange;  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  had  Tufcany  ;  which  by  his  Marriage  with  the  Arch- 
duchefs,  was  to  become  Part  of  the  hereditary  Dominions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Jfuftria.  Juguftus  III.  iftras  left  in  the  peaceable 
Pofleffion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland,  and  France  guaranty'd 
the  Pragmatick  Sanfiion.  As  foon  as  this  War  was  over,  the 
Emperor  moft  unaccountably  engaged  in  another  with  the  Turks, 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Czarina,  tho'  he  had  no  Quarrel 
with  them  of  his  own  \  in  which  he  was  very  unfortunate ; 
and  at  laft,  by  the  Interpofition  of  France,  made  an  indifferent 
Peace,  at  the  Expence  of  Belgrade,  which  was  given  up  to  the 
Infidels. 

He  faw,  when  it  was  too  late,  the  Error  he  had  committed, 
and  the  Conferences  that  would  attend  it,  againft  frhich  he 
endeavoured  to  provide  in  the  bell  Manner  he  could  j  and 
the  War  which  broke  out  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
might  poffibly  have  given  htm  an  Ooportunity  of  doing  it 
effc&ually,  if  in  the  Midft  of  the  Political  Meafures  he  wis 
taking  for  that  Purpofe  he  bad  not  been  cut  off  by  Death, 
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after  a  few  Days  Ulnefs,  on  the  20th  of  Qciober  1740,  leaving 
behind  him  only  two  Daughters ;  one  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Lerrean^  then  ftiled  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany\  the  other  in- 
tended for  his  Brother  Prince  Charles,  whom  (he  afterwards 
efpoufed,  tho*  (he  did  not  long  furvive. 

The  later  Emperor  Charles  VI.  Father  to  her  prefent  Im- 
perial Majefty,  having  had  Time  fufficient  to  confider  the 
Misfortunes  that  might  arife  from  his  Want  of  Iffue  Male, 
in  Cafe  the  Succeffion  in  his  Family  was  not  effectually  fet- 
ded  before  hia  Dcceafe,  refolved  according  to  the  Cuftotn  of. 
his  Anceftors,  to  publifh  a  pragmatick  Sanclson,  or  perpetual 
Edi£k  for  that  Purpofe,  which  was  accordingly  done  in  1713  \ 
and  afterwards  proclaimed  with  great  Solemnity  at  Vienna* 
in  the  Month  of  December  1724 ;  and  on  the  15th  of  May  1725* 
at  Brufftls,  that  is,  in  the  Capitals  of  his  hereditary  Countries. 

By  this  Pragmatick  Sanation  all  the  Dominions  of  the 
Houie  of  Aujlria  were  entaiTd  on  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  the  Archduchefs,  now  the  reigning  Empreft 
Mariattereja,  and  afterwards  on  her  Iffue  ;  next,  to  her  Sifter; 
and  then  to  the  Nieces  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  j  with  due  Pre^ 
ference  to  the  Heirs  Male.  The  fole  Defign  of  this  Settlement 
being  to  preferve  the  Poffeffions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  entire, 
this  Succeffion  was  accepted  and  confirmed  in  his  Imperial 
MajeAy's  Dominions.  But  as  the  Emperor  very  eafily  dis- 
cerned this  Aftair  of  the  Succeffion  of  the  Houfc  of  Ju/lri* 
regarded  not  only*  his  own  Subjects,  but  all  the  Princes  of 
the  Empire,  and  indeed  2*11  the  Princes  and  States  of  Europe  ; 
he  confejuently  judged  that  it  would  be  neccflary  to  obtain 
their  Comfcnt  likewife,  by  Way  of  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick 
Sanction  before  mentioned. 

It  was  with  this  View,  that  he  took  the  Advantage  of  every 
favourable  Conjun&ure  that  offered,  to  carry  this  Point  witk 
his  refpedive  Allies  ;  and  was  fo  fortunate  to  obtain,  at  dif* 
ferent  Times,  all  that  he  propofed  to  himfelf  from  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  viz.  From  RuJJia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark 
by  particular  Treaties  :  From  Spain,  by  the  famous  Treaty  of 
sterna,  in  Conference  of  the  clofe  Alliance  then  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  two  Courts :  From  Great  Britain  and  Holland  in 
273X9  in  Confequence  of  the  Emperor's  confenting  to  the 
Regulations  ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Seville:  From  the 
States  of  the  Empire  affembled  in  the  Diet  of  Ratifion,  in  the 
lame  Year :  And  from  France,  on  the  Conclusion  of  the  Peace 
which  followed  the  War  in  Italy. 

As  we  have  already  fpokeh  particularly  of  each  of  thefe 

Periods,  it  is  not  necettary  that  we  fliould  enter  mora  largely 
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Into  them  at  prefent ;  'but  it  may  riot  be  amifs  to  obfenfc, 
that  throughout  this  whole  Tranfa£tion  there  was  not  fo  much 
as  a  fingle  Seep  taken  but  what  was  perfe&ly  regular,  as  well 
ps  ftrioty  agreeable  to  Juftice  and  Equity. 

The  £mperor,  as  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftm> 
was  bound  in  Juftice  to  himfclf,  his  Family,  and  his  Subjects, 
to  regulate  the  Succeffion  to  his  Dominions  in  his  Life-time, 
which  he  did  in  the  fame  Manner  as  his  Predeceflbrs  had 
done,  agreeable  to  the  conftant  Maxims  of  the  Houfe  of  A- 
Jiria,  the  Rights  of  his  Defendants,  and  the  Interefts  of  his 
People,  to  whom  his  Intentions,  were  made  known  in  the 
pioft  publick  Manner,  and  by  whom  they  were  received  with 
{he  utmoft  Marks  of  Joy  and  Satisfaction,  as  well  as  Obedience 
and»Confent. 

The  Northern  Potentates  had  many  Reafons  to  wifli  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  might  remain  undiminilhed, 
as  a  Thing  neceffary  to  their  own  Security ;  and  therefore  we 
need  not  wonder  that  they  gave  his  Imperial  Majcfty  in  this  Re- 
fpe£  fuch  Tettimonies  of  their  Satisfaction,  as  were  equally 
confident  with  his  Views  and  their  Interefts. 

As  to  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire,  they  were 
thoroughly  perfuaded  that  nothing  was  of  greater  Confaquencc 
to  the  Safctv  of  the  Germankk  Body,  than  the  maintaining 
undirainiflied  the  Strength  of  fo  considerable  a  Power,  which 
had  been  always  a  bulwark  againft  the  Infidels,  and  indeed 
iftgainft  all  the  Enemies  of  Germany,  Spain,  no  doubt,  had 
her  folid  and  fubftantial  Reafons  for  guarantying  this  Succeffion, 
exclufive  of  her  imaginary  Hopes  of  procuring  a  Marriage  be- 
tween the  Archduchefs  Maria  There/a  and  Don  Carlos,  now 
King  of  the  Two  Scilies* 

The  Maritime  Powers  had  already  looked  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  as  the  proper  Balance  againft  France,  which  (be 
could  not  be  otherwife,  than  by  keeping  her  Dominions 
entire,  and  in  the  Hands  of  the  Heirefs  of  that  Family ;  fo 
that  what  they  did  was  the  plain  and  natural  Confequence  of 
jhofe  Maxims  upon  which  they  had  a&ed  for  a  Century  pafi. 
As  for  Frame,  as  (he  profefled  at  that  Time  an  inviolable  At- 
tachment to  a  pacifick.  Syftem,  and  the  maintaining  the  ge- 
neral Tranquility  of  Europe,  there  was  nothing  ftrange  in 
her  Behaviour  upon  this  Occafion ;  and  by  this  Time  perhaps 
that  Crown  may  be  convinced  fhe  had  purfued  her  own  In- 
tereft  moft  effectually  by  adhering  to,  as  well  as  granting  ber 
Guaranty. 

Thus,  we  fee,  it  is  no  very  difficult  Thing  to  (hew  bow 

and  why  this  Settlement  was  made  j  but  it  will  not  J*  <P"te 
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&  eafyto  (Jifiinguifli.  the  true  Reafons  why  (b  many  great 
Princes  concujx  d  in  endeavouring  to  defeat  it,  and  why  (g 
few  of  the  Powers  who  guarant/d  the  Pragmatick  Sanson, 
in  the  Courfc  of  the  late  War,  took  up  Arms  in  its  Defence. 
The  maintaining  this  Order  of  Succeffion  was  indeed  agree- 
able to  the  Willof  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VL  and  for  the 
Glory  and  Benefit  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  calculated  to  preferve  the  Tranquility  of  Europe* 
?nd  to  hinder  the  Independency  of  the  European  Power*  front 
being  viojated  ;  and  in  this  Light  it  really  was  apd  ought  to 
have  bejen  regarded  as  a  common  Concern. 

The  Archduchefs  Maria  Tlxreja  of  Auflria^  CJonfort  to 
the  Great  Duke  of  Tufiany^  caufed  herfeif  to  be  proclaimed 
Queen  of  Hungary  arid  Bohemia,  as  well  a*  Sovereign  of  4II 
the  Countries  belonging  to  her  auguft  FaxrfHy,  unified  iately 
after  her  father's  Death,  which  happened,  as  we  find,  on  tta? 
20th  of  Oftober  1740,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  {he  aflbciaterf 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  her  Hufband  in  the  Goverhnftentof 
all  her  Dominions,  under  the  Title  of  Co-Rigem*  Thus  the 
Pragmatick  San&ion  feemed  to  have  operated  without  Trouble 
or  Difpute  ;  and  indeed  upon  her  fim  Acceffion,  her  Title* 
yrere  acknowledged  by  fome  of  thofe  Powers,  from  whom  ih* 
had  moft  Reafon  to  exped  and  afterwards  met  with  the  greateft 
Oppofition, 

Th«J  French  King  made  at  this  Time  no  Difficulty  of  own- 
ing her  Titles  j  and  the  King  of  Pruflia  was fofa*  from  quefli- 
oning  her  Rights,  as  eftablilhed  by  the  Pragmatick  Sin&ion, 
that  on  the  contrary,  he  made  the  ftrongeft  Profeffions  of 
Friendfhip  to.  her  Majefty,  and  of  his  earneft  Defire  to  affift 
and  fupport  her  in  the  Poflcffipn  of  all  the  Hereditary  Domi- 
nions of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria.  It  has  been  aiiedged  that  there 
was  very  little  Sincerity  in  this,  and  that  it  was  the  Fal- 
lacy of  this  Declaration  which  occafioned  all  the  fuccfeeding 
Difputes.  We  have  already  fet  this  in  its  true- Light,  and 
(hall  only  add  here,  that  his  Pruffm  Majefty'9  Demands,  tho9 
they  affe&ed  the  Aiiflr'tun  Succeffion,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Pragmatick  Sanation  \  but  at  the  fame  time  hit  Pruffim 
Majefty  attacked  Sile/ia,  he  declared  his  readinefs  to  perforin 
bis  Guaranty?  and,  that  it  is  very  certain  that  was  his  Interefh 

The  Queen  herfeif,  from  the  Moment  (he  afcended  the 
Thrpne,  displayed  all  the  Virtues  worthy  her  Rank,  agree- 
able to  he;  Sex,  and  fuitable  to  her  Condition.  Site  took 
care  to  aflemble  the  States  of  Hungary,  Bohemia  and  Aufiria^ 
as  foon  as.it  was  poffible ;  and  it  appeared  frofti  the  Refold 
tion$  taken  in  thofe  Affemblies,  that  (he  reigned  far  mom 
-  -  -  •  .-        abfclimlx 
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abfdlutety  ta  the  Afie&ions  of'her  Subje&s,  than  ovei-  tlietf 
Perfons.  Her  Government  was  juft,  prudent,  and  gentle  j 
her  Behaviour  firm,  equal,  and  conftantj  but  the  Zeal  of 
her  Subjc&s  was  boundfefs.  She  defired  a  reafohablc  Supply 
for  the  Ncceflities  of  her  Adminiftration,  and  they  made  her 
a  ready  Tender  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes.  LeaVtog  it  to 
the  Wifdom  of  their  Sovereign  to  fettle  as  her  Occafioos  re- 
quired, the  Infiances  (he  might  expe&  of  the  Sincerity  of 
their  Offers  5  and  they  complied  with  her  Demands,  rtheii 
known,  with  that  Chearfulnefs  and  Alacrity,  which  (hewed 
how  much  they  were  in  eameft,  when  they  made  thofe  warm 
Frofeffionsof  Duty. 

She  caufed  all  her  Troops  to  be  compleated  before  any 
Neceffity  appeared  for  employing  them,  and  it  was  to  this 
wife  Precaution  that  fhe  owed  the  Preservation  of  her  Do- 
minions; for  it  became  quickly  evident,  that  the  Enemie* 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  were  refolved  not  to  let  flip  this 
Occafion  of  leflening  the  Authority  of  that  Family,  and  di- 
fturbing  the  Peace  of  Germany.  The  fingle  Error  committed 
at  this  Time,  was  negle&ing  to  compromife  the  Difputes  with 
Pruffia,  for  if  this  would  not  have  extin<niifhed  (he  Rancour 
of  other  Powers*  it  would  very  probably  have  hindered  its 
Irruption. 

The  late  Eledor  of  Bavaria,  a  Prince  of  great  Qualities 
and  greater  Virtues,  was  fo  far  milled  by  his  Ambition,  as 
to  fornt  immediate  Pretenfions  on  the  Auflrian  Succeffion,  irr 
Virtue  of  the  Will  of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  I.  made  in  the 
Year  1543 ;  and  of  a  codicil  added  to  that  Will,  dated  the 
4th  of  February  1547,  in  favour  of  his  eldeft  Daughter  Ann, 
married  to  Albert  of  Bavaria.  This  Wilf  was  in  the  Nature 
of  a  Pragmatick  Sanation ;  and  not  only  the  Spirit  of  that 
Inftrument  was  clearly  in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  but  the  very  Letter  of  it  gave  her  a  prior  Right 
to  the  ElcAor  of  Bavaria,  if  the  Expreffions  therein  were  fo 
to  be  underftood,  as  to  make  the  Will  and  Codicil  confident 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  plain  Intention  of  the  Emperor 
to  preferve  the  Dominion*  of  his  Family  entire,  for  the  fake 
of  its  Safety,  Benefit,  and  Grandeur. 

At  laft  it  looked,  as  if  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  alone 
meant  to  cojiteA  the  Queen's  Title,  under  tho  Pragmatick 
San&ion ;  but  it  very  foon  appeared,  that  he  ttas  not  with- 
out Hopes  of  being  fupported  by  other  Powers.  While  thi* 
Difpute  was  confined  only. to  Paper,  the  King  of  Phtffid 
attacked  Silefia  in  the  Manner  before- mentioned,  purely,  as  be 
gave  out*,  to  fecure  10  himfelf  what  of  Right  Belonged*  to  hint* 
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Hiii  tntf<i<*nt  produced  the  War  not  ibng  fiiicfc  enJedT  for  the 
Qocfeh  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  refolvin^to  defend  her  Territo- 
tie$9  and  looking  upott  this  as  an  Infraction  of  the  Pragmatick 
Sanction,  demanded  oh  that  account*  arid  itt  Virtue  of  theiir 
Guaranty i  die  Affiftance  of  hfer  Allies. 

By  this  R*juifitioii  of  Succours,  an  Opportunity  wa$  given 
for  the  FreHch  to  interfere}  who  had  it  alway*  in  their  Intention 
to  fupport  the  Claim  of  the  Elector  of  Bav)*riay  tho*  they  were 
perplexed  about  the  Manner  of  declaring  it.  His  Prujpan  Ma- 
jefty  feeing  himfelf  expofed  to  the. Danger  of  lofirig  hot  onf 
what  he  had  Acquired  by  his  fudden  Irruption  intd  Silefia,  but 
much  mote*  ifF&mcJpeaib  Truths  relolved  at  laft  to  take  that 
Step  which  hitherto  he  had  declined;  and  on  the  feventeehth,  of 
dugnjl  1741,  concluded  With  France  a-TtaHy*  to  which  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,,  and  the  King  of  Poltm&$  Elfedtof  of  Saxony  1 
acceded.  By  which,  it  is  faid,  the  following  Agreement  wat 
made:  viz.  Thit  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia*  with  Upper  Aujlrrd 
and  Tyrol,  mould  be  given  to  the  Elector  of  Babaria\  Upp.r 
SUe/ia  and  Moravia  to  the  Elector*  of  &axony ;  and  Lower  Site- 
/a,  with  the  Town  and  Territory  of  Ndifs,  and  the  City  and 
County  of  Glatz,  to  th*  King  of  Prujftd. 

As  foon  as  this  Alliance  was  ittade*  thfe  FreHcb  began  to  be 
In  motion;  and  his  Brtlahnick  Majdfty,  in  quality  of  Elector 
of  Hanover,  having  augrtiented  his.  Forces,  arid  fhewn  his 
Willingnefs  to  affift  the  Qjieeif  of  Hungary,  as  He  was  bound 
by  Treaty  to  do*  tbo'  (he  was  then  attacked  only  by  the  king 
cSPruffia:  Thfe  firft  Step  that  was  taken  by  the  new  Allies* 
was  to  put  this  out  of  his  Power;  in  order  to  which,  the 
French  inarched  a  great  Army  irito  Wsjlpbalia  On  one  Side  of 
the  Electorate;  and  at  the  feme  Time  his  Prufftdn  Majefty 
aflembled  a  numerous  Body  of  Troops  upon  the  Frontiers  of 
that  Electorate  on  the  other;  which  produced  what  it  was  in- 
tended to  produce,  add  which  indeed  it  was  irttpoflible  at  thai 
Seafon  it  could  fail  of  producing,  a  Treaty  of  Neutrality  [ot 
that  Ele&oWte  for  a  fmall  Time  only. 

Things  at  this  Juncture  looked  as  if  the  Allies  muft  necefla- 
rily  have  carried  all  before  them;  for  the  French,  beiides  their 
Army  in  Weftpbalia,  ferit  another  to  the  Affiftartce  of  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  Which  enabled  him  to  march  directly  intd 
jfu/Hai  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  PruJJhns  and  Saxont  *rert* 
in  the  Field  ready  to  execute  what  they  had  liridertakfcn,  and 
thereby  ftcure  the  Shares  that  had  been  allotted  tHetrt  ©af 
of  the  Spoils  of  the  Houfe  of  Avflria.  Her  Majefty,  thd 
Qjiecn  of  Hungary}  in  the  mean  time*  found  it  rtcjuifttc  id 
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retire  int6  that  Kingdom  from  Vienmr  in  Sight  of  which  fier 
Enemies  were  now  arrived  \  hut  in  the  midft  of  this  Diftrefs, 
than  which  no  Princefs  had  felt  a  greater,  {he  preferred  her 
Prudence  and  Firmnefs  of  Mind,  relying  always  on  the  Pro? 
te£tioh  of  the  Almighty,  and  the  Loyalty  of  her  Subje&s, 
Refources  on  which  all  good  Princes  may  well  dependr 

The  Application  of  the  Allies  to  their  Military  Operations, 
did  not  hinder  them  from  attending  to  another  Point  of  equal 
Confequence,  which  was  the  Eledion  of  an  Emperor.  The 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies  intended  to  have  fet  up  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufiany,  as  Candidate  for  that  fupreme  Dig* 
nity ;  but  it  very  quickly  appeared  that  this  would  have  been 
at  that  Cojundhire  to  little  or  no  Purpofc. 

The  Ecclefiaftical  Electors  were  inclined  to  the  Ele&or  of 
Bavaria,  one  of  them  (viz.  the  Elector  of  Cologne)  being  his 
Brother;  the  KingofPrw^r,  as  Elector  of  Brandenhurgby  had 
engaged  by  Treaty  to  give  him  his  Vote;  the  King  of  Poland^ 
as  Ele&or  of  Saxony*  was  under  the  like  Obligation ;  the  Elec* 
tot  Palatini  had  entered  early  into  thefe  Meafures;  and  hit 
Britannick  Majefty,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  was  obliged  to  aft  in 
the  fame  manner,  by  the  Neutrality  which  he.  had  concluded* 
for  the  Reafon  before  mentioned. 

Thus  the  Election  was  fecure:  but  the  Allies  not;  contented 
with  this,  were  refolved  that  it  fhould  be  like  wife  unanimous; 
and  in  order  thereto,  they  fufpended  the  Vote  of  Bohemia, 
which  the?  prejudicial  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Intereft,  was 
a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of  her  Right;  fince  otherwife  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  now  filled  King'  of  Bohemia,  might  as 
well  have  voted  for  himfeif  by  that  Title.  This  Scheme  be- 
ing well  laid,  was  attended  with  all  imaginable  Succefs ;  foe 
upon  the  24th  of  January  1742,  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  was 
chofen  Emperor  at  Franckfort*  and  crowned  there  on  the  13th 
of  February  following,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  VII.  to  the 
general  Satisfadion  of  the  Princes  and  States  of  Germany. 

The  Joy  of  the  Allies  on  this  Occafion  was  very  great,  but 
it  was  foon  leiTened  by  the  News  of  the  Capitulation  of  Linfz> 
where  1 0,000  French  and  Bavarians  had  been  furrounded  by 
the  glorious  Count  Kevenhuller.  This  was  followed  by  a  long 
Train  bfSuccefles  in  Bavaria%  by  which  the  Face  of  Affairs 
was  very  foon  changed,  and  the  Queen  returned  in  Triumph 
to  Vienna,  In  the  Month  of  May  the  fame  Year,  was  fought 
the  famous  Battle  of  Czajlaw  between  the  Aufirians  and  Pruf* 
Jians%  which  about  three  Weeks  after  produced  the  Peace  of 
BrejlaW)  between  the  fame  Powers. 
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The  French  that  were  in  Bohemia^  having  received  feveral  con- 
Ederabie  Checks,  and  being  defeated  by  the  Fruffians  and  S**m 
«v,  from  whom,  however,  they  had  firft  feparated,  contrary 
to  all  the  Rules  of  Policy  and  War,  fhut  themfelves  up  in 
Prague ;  from  whence  they  afterwards  made  an  happy  Efcape 
under  the  Command  of  Marfhal  Beileifle,  with' about  one  fourth 
Part  of  the  Forces  they  had  brought  into  Bohemia.  A  Circum- 
fiance  that  in  all  Probability  will  deter  them  from  venturing* 
at  leaft  in  our  Times, '  to  attempt  the  carrying  into  Execution 
Schemes  of  fuch  vail  Extent  as  thefe,  which  are  always  liable 
to  Disappointments;  and  in  which  Difappointroents  are  not 
barely  fatal  but  irreparable. 

The  fucceeding  Year,  viz.  1 74 J,  was  no  lefs  glorious  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies.  The  Spaniards  ha4 
invaded  the  Aufirian  Dominions  in  Italy,  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefly  Philip  V.  claiming  the  whole  Succeffion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Jujhria,  without  fo  much  as  any  plaufible  Pretence,  and  in 
dired  Breach  of  the  feveral  Treaties  concluded  by  himfelf  with 
the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  at  Vienna,  as  well  as  his  folemq, 
Guaranty  to  the  Pragmatick  Sanation. 

But  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  with  the  Affiftance  of  her  un- 
alterable AHy,  the  King  of  Sardinia,  defeated  all  the  Attempts 
of  the  Duke  De  Montemar,  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  for- 
tunate Generals  (before  this  Time)  in  the  Spanijb  Service;  and 
after  he  was  recalled,  the  Field  Marfhal  Count  Tram  defeated,  or 
at  leaft  repulfed,  his  SuCceflbr,  the  Count  De  Gages,  an  excellent 
Officer  likewife,  at  Campo  Santo.  Prince  Charles  of  Lfirram,  in 
the  latter  End  of April*  beat  the  ImpertafiftsmA  Freneh  ztBraunaut 
and  on  the  16th  of  June,  his  Britannick  Majefty  gained  the  fa* 
mous  battle  of  Detttngen,  which  forced  the  French  to  think  in 
earned  of  abandoning  their  military  Operations  in  Germany. 

In  1744,  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  worfted  in  Italy,  and 
Prince  LoUawitz  drove  the  Latter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples* 
and  block'd  up  his  Sicilian  Majefty,  the  Count  De  Gages,  and 
all  their  Forces,  in  VeUtru  Prince  Charles  of  fyrrain  <pafl«d 
the  Rhine,  and  drove  the  French  before  him  into  Alface,  till  re- 
called by  a  new  Irruption  of  the  PruJJians  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Bohemia,  from,  whence  upon  his  Return  he  foon  expelPd  them 
with  very  great  Lofs  on  their  Side* 

In  1745  a  new  Treaty  was  made  with  his  Prujpan  Majefty ; 
and  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  dying  of  a  broken  Hearty 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemfa  compromifed  all  Diffe- 
rences with  the  young  EleAor  of  Bavaria,  his  Son  and  Sue- 
ceffor,  by  the  Treaty  of  FueJJen ;  and  on  the  1 5th  of  September, 
her  Coofcrt  Francis,  Grand  Duke  of  Tqfcany  and  Lorr&a, 
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was  defied  Emperor  it  Frwidfirt,  and  crowned  on  tic  4& 

if  October  following. 

In  the  Progrefs  of  this  glorious  War,  Munich  the  Capital  of 
Bavaria  was  thrice  taken  by  the  Aujlriam\  and  the  City  of 
<Ptague,  the  Capital  oiBobimay  twke  recovered  from  the  Enemy, 
the  /rj«rA  intircljr  driven  out  of  Germany  and  this  Year  out  of 
Jtafo  the  Aujlnam  and  PitdmonUft  penetrated  likewife  into 
Provence;  fo  that  the  Seat  of  War  was  removed  from  the 
Gates  oi  Vienna,  and  Tire*,  into  the  moft  fruitful  Provinces  of 
/row;  and  the  Republick  of  &**,  that  took  part  with  the 
Enemy,  was  now  reduced  to  lie  absolutely  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
Emprefi  Qyeen,  who  was  aHb  Mifbrefsof  the  Dominions  of 
the  Duke  of  Afakn*  and  had  it  in  her  Power  to  conquer  thofc 
of  die  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  whenever  (he  pleafed.  A  Change 
Jo  furprizing  that  it  was  altogether  unforefeem 

But  as  nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  the  Events  of  War, 
in  the  Year  174.7  Affairs  began  to  run  retrograde  in  /tajv 
and  the  Succeues  of  the  common  Enemy,  which  had  already 
rendered  them  Matters  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Aufirian  Low- 
Countries,  ftill  continued,  notwithstanding  all  the  Meafures  that 
were  taken  to  prevent  them.  The  Revolt  of  the  City  of  Genoa 
in  the  preceding  Winter,  was  the  principal  Caufe  of  all  the 
Misfortunes  that  happened  on  that  aide. 

At  firft  this  was  afcribed  intirely  to  the  Madnefs  of  the  Popu- 
jace,  the  Nobility  and  the  Republick  pretending  to  adhere  to 
the  Capitulation  they  had  made  with  the  Marquis  de  Botta;  but 
when  they  were  powerfully  fupported  by  the  French,  who  upon 
thisOccafion  exerted  themfelves  with  all  the  Vigour  imaginable, 
and  at  length  fent  the  Duke  de  Boufflers  to  command  their 
Forces  in  that  City,  it  Was  no  longer  neceflary  to  retain  the 
Mafk;  and  therefore  the  Geneefe,  without  either  Scruple  or 
Ceremony,  refumed  their  former  Sentiments,  and  not  only 
a£ted  offenfively  againft  die  Imperialifts,  but  attacked  them 
"whenever  Occafion  offered,  with  inekprcffible  Fury. 

It  was  to  this  Situation  of  things  that  the  Difappointment  in 
'Provence  wzs  chiefly  owing,  for  tho*  General  CoxmtBreum  main- 
tained himfelf  in  that  Country  all  the  Winter,  yet  it  was  not 
without  Difficulty ;  and  tho'  the  very  important  Fortrefe  of  Sa~ 
vona  furrendered  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  an4  by  affording;  him 
a  fafe  Port  and  a  ftrong  Place,  enabled  that  Prince  to  fend  fre- 
quent Supplies  to  his  own  and  the  Imperial  Troops  that  had  en- 
tered France,  and  notwithftanding  the  Iflands  men  the  Coaft 
were  reduced,  yet  Count  Brown  found  it  impracticable  to  ex- 
tend his  Conquefts,  or  even  to  reduce  Jntibis  for  want  of  a 
proper  Train  of  Artillery,  and  a  neceflary  Quantity  of  Military 
Stores,  before  the  French  were  in  a  Condition  to  att  offenfively. 
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Iffaifhal  BeBeifk  who  commanded  their  Forces  on  that  Side,' 
behaved  with  all  the  Military  Skill  and  Caution  poflible,  and 
did  not  attempt  any  thing  of  Confequence,  till  he  had  acquired 
fuch  a  Superiority  of  Force,  as  rendered  it  utterly  impoffible  for 
Count  Brown  to  mink  of  venturing  an  Engagement,  in  which; 
if  he  had  had  the  worft,  it  would  not  only  have  been  decifive, 
with  relpeft  to  the  Army  he  commanded,  but  muft  have  ruined 
the  Affairs  of  Italy  intirely.  He  therefore  very  wifely  chofe  to 
make  a  timely  and  prudent  Retreat,  and  having  raifed  the  Siege 
of  Antibes,  repafled  the  Var  in  the  Sight  of  a  much  fuperior 
Army,  without  any  Lofs  either  of  Troops  or  Credit. 

In  die  mean  time  the  Imperial  Army  in  Italy  under  the  Com* 
mand*  of  Count  Scbukmberg,  formed  the  Siege  of  Genoa,  in 
which  ht  was  greatly  affifted  by  the  EngEJb  Fleet,  which  had 
alfo  contributed  as  far  as  could  be  expected  to  the  Support  of 
Count  Brown,  while  he  remained  in  Provence.  But  the  Genoefe, 
prompted  by  Neceffity  and  Defpair,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
thoroughly  fupported  bv  France,  who  will  be  always  felicitous 
for  the  Safety  of  her  Allies,  when  upon  that  alone  her  own  Se* 
curity  depends,  defended  themfelves  fo  obftinately,  that  when 
Marual  BeBeifle  palled  the  Var,  and  advanced  again  into  the 
County  of  ttta,  the  ImperiaUJls  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
retire,  that  they  might  provide  againft  that  double  Invafion 
which  the  Enemy  meditated,  and  which,  as  (hall  be  elfewhere 
ihewn,  was  happily  defeated. 

The  Campaign  this  Year  in  the  Low-Countries,  tho'  it  pro- 
tpifed  fair  at  the  Beinning,  and  fome  plaufible  Hopes,  there  were 
that  Antwerp  would  have  been  recovered,  was  notwithstanding 
very  unfortunate  in  its  Conclufion.  The  French  King  in  Per- 
fon  commanded  his  Army,  and  under  him  thole  two  great  Of* 
ficers  who  owed  their  Fame  and  Fortune  to  that  War,  and  to 
the  Manner  in  which  they  conduced  it,  having  the  Addrefs  to 
procure  by  the  King's  Prefence  fuch  an  extraordinary  Atten- 
tion to  all  their  Demands,  as  feldom  fails  to  render  any  Army 
victorious. 

They  had  already  ,ruined  the  Barrier,  and  not  only  taken  but 
deftroyed  thofe  important  Fortrcffes  which  had  been  confidered 
as  the  Bulwark  of  the  Imperial  and  Dutch  Territories,  and  in 
Chat  Light  were  tifcewife  held  of  the  higheft  Confequence  to 
Great-Britain.  They  now  fell  dire&ly  upon  the  Dutch  Ter- 
ritories,, and  having  gained  an  Advantage  over  the  Allies  in  the 
Battle  of  Maefiricbt,  formed  the  Siege  of  Bergen*  op-Zoom,  and 
with  a  prodigious  Expence  of  Men,  as  well  as  by  improving 
the  fatal  Mutakes  in  the  ConduA  of  the  Dutch  Officers,  made 
O  3  themfelves 
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therofelves  Mallerr  of  that  ftrong  Place,  aad  gave-fuch  a  Turn 
to  Affairs  on  that  Side,  as  made  a  Peace  very  deftraUe, 

There  had  been  a  Negotiation  for  that  Purpofe  at  Breda,  in 
which  however  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  was 
much  in  earneft.  But  notwithftanding  this,  towards  the  Clofe 
of  this  Year,  the  Courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid  feemcd  to 
change  their  Sentiments,  and  finding  all  their  Efforts  for  divid- 
ing the  Allies,  and  making  a  feparate  Peace,  ineffectual,  they  be- 
gan to  think  in,  reality  of  refloring  the  general  Tranquility, 
which  was  now  become  to  the  full  as  requifite.  for  them,  as  for 
thofe  whom  they  had  forced  into  a  bloody  and  expenfive  War, 
in  fupport  of  publick  Faith  and  the  Liberties  of  Europe* 
,  Before  thefe  pacifick  Meafures  could  be  put  into  a  regular 
Train,  it  was  requifite  to  provide  for  the  Continuance  of  the 
War,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  might 
perceive,  that  the  HcJufe  ofjufiria  and  her  Allies  were  in  a  Con- 
dition to  infift  upon  reafonable  Terms,  and  to  exped  that  this 
ruinous  and  expenfive  War  (hould  not  end  in  a  precarious  and  ill- 
concerted  Pacification.  At  leaft  this,  which  would  have  been  a 
very  right  and  prudent  Meafure,was  very  ftrongly  given  out,  and 

Fiany  Engagements  mentioned  as  entered  into  for  this  falutary 
urpofe,neitherisitimpofilblethatthefeSuggeftionswereofUfe« 
With  this  View  a  Convention  was  actually  figned  for  affem- 
bling  a  formidable  Army  in  the  Low -Countries  which  might  pro- 
cure Time  for  a  Body  of  Ruffian  Auxiliaries  to  make  the  long 
March  neceflary  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  Scene  of  Afiion, 
and  afford  thereby  a  moral  Certainty  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
French  Conquefts,  *>r  even  giving  a  new  turn  to  Affairs  on  the 
Side  where  they  had  hitherto  gone  worft,  and  where  any  Turn 
pnee  given  muft  have  thrown  the  Concerns  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  into  thegreateft  Confufion.  But  notwithftanding  this 
Convention,  the  French  knew  how  to  profit  by  their  immediate 
Superiority,  and  taking  the  Field  earlier  than  could  beexpecled 
by  a  lucky  Temerity  inverted  the  Fortrefs  of  Maejhicbt  before 
the  Allien  were  in  a  Condition  to  offer  them  Battle. 

Affairs  in  Jtafy  however  were  more  upon  an  Equality,  and 
tho'  the  Duke  de  RichUeu  commanded  the  Succours  of  the  Houfe 
ofjjourbon  in  the  Room  of  the  Duke  of  BouffUn,  which  were 
very  conuderably  reinforced,  yet  the  Imperial  Generals  minify 
threatened  the  Dominions  of  Genoa  with  another  Invafion,  and 
that  Capital-with  a  frefh  Siege.  It  is  true  that  Marftxal  BeticijU 
on  one  Side  made  fuch  Difpofitions  in  the,  County  of  Nke%  as 
feemed  to  forctel  a  frefh  Irruption  into  the  Sardinian  Territo- 
ries ;  and  on  the  other,  the  Motions  of  bis  Sicilian  Maiefty's 
"  oops  on  his  Frontiers  looked  as  if  he  was  inclined  to  affift  the 
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Gimfii  but.  then  his  Sardianian  Majefty  was  in  a  Condition  to 
ftop  the  Progrefs  of  the  French,  and  there  were  juft  Reafons  to 
believe  that  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  would  hardly  commit 
another  Breach  of  that  Neutrality,  which  had  been  obtained 
for  his  Dominions  by  the  Intereft  of  his  Polijh  Majefty. 

The  Negotiations  for  the  general  Peace,  agreeable  to  what  has 
been  before  intimated,  were  opened  as  early  as  the  Campaign, 
at  Aix  la  Cbapelk;  and  tho'  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  and  its  Allies 
had  not  acknowledged  the  Emperor  in  that  Quality,  and  for 
this  Reafon  oppofed  the  admitting  an  Imperial  Minifter  i\Breda% 
yet  now  that  Scruple  was  no  longer  infifted  upon,  and  the  Count 
dt  Kaunitz  Rittberg  in  Quality  of  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  affifted  at  this  Congrefs ;  to  which  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  fent  on  the  Part  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain y  the  Count  de  Chavannes  for  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and 
Count  Bentincky  with  four  other  Plenipotentiaries,  from  the 
States  i  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  entrufted  the  Care  or  his  In- 
ttreRs  with  the  Count  dt  St.  Severin  a*  Arragon ;  the  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  Don  Jaques  de  Soto  Major  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Modena  and  the  Republick  of  Genoa  fern  their 
Plenipotentiaries  alfo. 

Things  went  very  ldifurely  there  at  firft,  but  the  Siege  of 
Maeftricbtbelng  puihed  in  a  very  extraordinary  Manner  by  Mar- 
fhal  Saxe,  who  is  faid  to  have  flattered  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of 
over-running  Holland  before  the  Ruffians  (not  with  (landing  the 
boafted  Expedition  of  their  March)  could  join  the  Allies,  quick* 
ened  the  Pace  of  the  Plenipotentiaries,  and  that  ro  fuch  a  Degrdte 
as  to  produce  the  Plan  of  a  general  Peace  under  the  Title  of 
Preliminaries,  which  were  ngned  very  unexpectedly  April  the 
30th  1748,  N.  S.  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France,  Great 
Britain,  and  Holland,  to  which  their  refpe&ive  Allies  thought 
proper  Toon  after  to  accede. 

There  were  indeed  fome  Exceptions  taken  at  the  Manner  in 
which  this  great  Affair  was  concluded,  as  well  as  to  the  Matter 
of  the  Preliminaries  j  but  upon  the  whole,  as  the  Neceffity  of 
this  Meafure  at  that  Jun&ure  excufed  the  former,  fo  the  Ad- 
vantages that  were  expe&ed  from  the  reftoring  publick  Tran- 
quility, were  in  the  End  judged  a  fufficient  Equivalent  for  the 
latter;  and  therefore  the  Negotiations  of  Peace  proceeded,  and 
a  Ceflktion  immediately  took  place  in  the  Low- Countries,  as 
the  March  of  the  Ruffian  Auxiliaries,  who  by  this  Time  had 
reached  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  was  on  the  fame  Account 
like  wife  fitfpended. 

In  Italy,  by  the  Dilatorincfs  of  the  Gemefe,  arifing  from 
fome  Caufe  hitherto  concealed,  the  Operations  of  the  War  ftill 
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went  on,  till  that  Republic!*  foqad  fuflSctent  Reafca  to  rope* 
her  languid  Manner  of  acting,  and  to  claim  the  Benefit  of  thofo 
Preliminaries  which  fhc  feemed  to  accept  with  Relucfctncyi  iq 
this  Situation  Things  continued  for  about  five  Months,  no?- 
withftandine  fome  Impatience  exprefted  by  the  Publick,  forth^ 
Delay  of  a  Bl  effing  which  thev  expected  with  fo  much  Ardour, 
Yet  if  we  confider  how  many  Difficulties  there  were  to  set  over, 
what  a  Variety  of  Interefts  to  reconcile,  and  how  hard  it  rouft 
have  been  to  make  the  particular  Schemes  of  certain  Courts 
b -nd  :acd-give  way  tp  a  general  Syftem  calculated  for  the  com- 
m  >n  'Advantage,  we  fliall  rather  wonder  at  their  Expedition  than 
fntertain  a  Doubt  that  any  Time  was  lpft. .  The  Definitive 
Treaty  .was  figned  Ofiober  18th  174?,  and  was  concluded  in 
the  fame  Manner  with  the  Preliminaries,  that  is  to  fay,fr**«, 
Guul-Britain,  and  Holland^  as  being  now  rnoft  interested,  wcr$ 
the  only  contra&ing  Parties,  and  the  reft  of  the  Powers,  at  War 
^ccedca  (hereto. 

This-Method  proved  very  agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Court  pi  Vienna,  where,  notwithftanding  all  that  had  \p%n  fpfr 
fcred  by  the  War,  and  all  the  Evils  that  were  to  be  feared  from 
the  Continuance  of  it,  the  Sacrifices  to  be  made  by  this  Peace 
made  it  reliih  but  indifferently.  It  was  particularly  thoughthard, 
that  a*  the  Peace  itfelf  was  to  be  purchased  by  an  EftabTiftuncnt 
for  the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philips  at  the  Expence  of  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen,  fhe  fliould  alfo  be  obliged  to  adhere  to  thofe  Ccffi- 
<>ns  tha,c  were  piade  by  the  Treaty  of  Worms  purely  to  avoid 

Sis  Neceffityi  and  to  prevent  the  giving  any  fuch  Equivalent, 
ut  thp'  at  firft  Sight,  and  more  especially  upon  the  View  of  a, 
certain  Paper  made  publick  upon  this  Occafion,  there  feems  to 
be' great  Force  and  Weight  in  this  Objefijonj  yet,  when  tho- 
roughly weighed  and  candidly  confidertd,  it  will  Do;  perhaps  to. 
impartial  Judges  appear  fo  conlufive  as  to  induce  an  Opinion, 
that  her  Imperial  Majefty  departed  in  the  leaft  either  from  her 
Diznity  or  her.  true  Intereft  in  complying  with  it. 

Fpr  a,s  to  the  Eftablifhm?nt,  the  real  Expediency  of  granting 
it  was  altogether  independent  of  the  Treaty  of  Worms,  fo  far  as 
i egarded  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  to  whom  certain  Ceffions  were 
made  by  that  Treaty,  and  who  was  to  fuffer  by  this  as  well  as  her 
Imperial  Majefty  j  On  the  other  Side,  his  Sardinian  Majefty  hav- 
ing complied  with  his  Stipulations  in  that  Treaty,  and  by  this, 
Meaos  contributed  tp  the  great  Succeffcs  yi  Italy,  had  from 
Whence  a  very  clear  Title  tp  the  Advantages  derived  to  him 
from  that  Treaty,  mpre  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  how 
deeply  his  Dominions  had  buffered  during  the  Cpurfe  of  the 
War,  into  which  he  hid  entered  merely  from  a  Principle  of 
publick  Spirit,  and  out  of  which  he  might  at  any  Time  have 
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fabricate  himfelf  with  equaV-aot  to  fay  greater  adfantager, 
th*n  he  was  to  reap  by  this  Definitive  Treaty. 

But  having  now  deduced  Things  as  low  as  can  be  ex- 
peded  in  this  Chapter,  we  (hall  conclude  it  by  taking  a  fhoft 
View  of  the  Alterations  made  by  this  Definitive  Treaty,  in 
refpe&  to  the  Poflefiions  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages in  confideration  of  which  thofe  Alterations  were  ad* 
mitted;  for  this  being  done,  we  fhall  have  a  diftinft  Idea  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujhria^  with  refpeA  to  its 
Power  and  Influence,  and  be  from  thence  in  a  better  Condition 
to  judge  of  its  true  Interefts  in  Time  to  come.  In  the  fifft 
Place  then  we  are  to  obferve,  that  by  the  twenty-fecond  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  the  Duchy  of  Stit/ia  and  the 
County  of  Glatz  are  guarantyed  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  by 
all  the  contracting  Parties)  which  however  is  not  to  be 
confidered  as  an  original  Conceffion  by  this  Treaty,  but  as 
a  Confirmation  of  what  had  been  yielded  to  him  by  her  In*, 
perial  Majefty  in  former  Treaties,  and  more  efpetiatyy  by  that 
oiDrej&n. 

By  the  thirteenth  Article,  her  Imperial  Majefty  ftipulated  to 
reftore  to  his  Serene  Highftefa  the  Duke  of  M*itruL>  the  Fids 
he  poflefled  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  ;  which  was  alfo  no 
new  Conceffion,  but  a  bare  Reftitution  of  what  her  Imperial 
Majefty  bad  feized,  upon  that  Prince  -s  entering  into  a  Wat 
againft  her.  By  the  twelfth  Article,  her  Majefty  confirmed  to 
tbe  King  of  Sardinia  the  Ceffions  formerly  made  him,  as  well 
as  thofe  granted  by  the  Treaty  ^  Worms  in  the  Year  17431 
and  this  lifcewife  was  no  new  Conceffion  by  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  but  a  Confirmation  of  what  was  yielded  before. 

In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Articles,  her  Imperial 
Majefty  confented  to  reftore  the  Duchy  of  Modma>  and  all  ita 
Dependencies,  to  the  Duke  its  lawful  Sovereign  \  and  undertook1 
to  give  the  fame  Prince  Satisfaction  for  his  Rights  to  certain' 
allodial  Eftates  in  the  Duchy  oiGuafla&a ;  and  all  thefe  except  - 
the  I  aft,  which  was  a  Point  of  Equity,  are  barely  Restitutions, 
as  is  alfo  what  is  farther  ftipulated  in  the  fame  Articles  with 
refped  to  tbe  republick  cfG#ua. 

But  in  the  feventh  Article  her  Imperial  Majefty  makes  an  en- 
tire Ceffion  of  the  Duchies  of  Parma,  Plac*dia>  and  Guaftaila, 
to  the  Infant  Don  Pbilifa  to  be  held  by  him  and  the  Heirs  Male 
of  his  Bodv  born  in  Marriage,  till  fuch  time  as  h*or  his  De- 
pendents inall  obtain  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Too 
Jjfo&x,  or  of  Spain,  when  thofe  Duchies  are  to  revert  to  their 
former  Poflefibrs,  and  cortfequently  except  what  was  formerly 
granted  ft  hi*  Sfrdinw  M<y*fty,  *»  *b*  fanfrtfs  Queen  or  to 
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|rr  Ddbtarients.  This  it  the  great,  Me  may  fay  the  only  Con* 
ccifion,  that  for  the  fake  of  Peace  ami  the  Reftitutton  of  the  great 
Town*,  ftrongFortrefles,  and  large  Diftrids  that  had  been  taken 
foro  her  in  the  Lew+CamtrWy  her  Imperial  Majefty  had  made. 
,  How  farthefe  Cefions  infringe  the  Settlement  of  ihtAuftrian 
Territories  by  the  Pragmatidc  Sandidn,  and  in  what  Degree 
lilt  Lofs  of  them  aftefis  die  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Jufirk  in 
baifa  will  be  (hewn  in  another  Place ;  let  us  obferve  at  prefent, 
that  thefe  Ceffione  are  but  temporary,  and  that  the  fame  Gua- 
rantees which  fectore  the  EftabliAiment  of  the  Rojal  Infant  Don 
Philip,  fecure  Kkewife  the  Reverfion  of  this  EftablHhment  to 
the.Emprefs  Queen,  or  to  her  Heirs ;  we  iftay  likewife  venture 
io  aflert,  without  pretending  to  the  Gift  of  Prophecy,  that  the 
rttavering  the  Pofleffion  of  thofe  Countries  will  be  then  ttit&d 
without  involving  Europe  in  a  new  War. 
.  As  to  the  Advantages  which  arife  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  and 
her  Auguft  Houfe,  from  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Alx  la  Cha* 
ftllt\  we  are  firft  to  reckon  the  Acknowledgment  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty  in  that  Quality,  tho'  ftridly  fpeaking  this  was  an  Effefl 
of  the  Preliminaries  ;  we  may  next  give  place  to  the  fecond 
Article,  by  which  the  Treaties  of  Weflfhdia<>  Mmeguen,  Rf 
suki,  Utrecht,  Baden,  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  the  Treaty 
^i  Vienna,  are  renewed.  By  the  fixth  Article  it  is  ftipuJated, 
that  all  the  Conquefts  made  by  the  French  in  Flanders  fhould  be 
reftored;  and  by  the  twenty-firft  Article,  the  Pragmatkk  Sanc- 
tion-made by  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  JpriFiyth  1719,  is 
♦gain  moft  folemnly  guarantyed  by  all  the  contrading  Parties, 
except  in  the  Alterations  made  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  itfelf. 
On  the  whole  therefore  it  appears,  at  confidering  the  high 
Pemands  made  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  the  formidable 
Alliance  by  which  thofe  extraordinary  Demands  were  fupport- 
ed,  and  the  Backwardnefs  (hewn  by  feveral  Powers  (excJufivc 
of  .thofe  who  actually  attacked  the  Queen  of  Hungary)  to  main- 
tain their  Guaranties  of  the  Pragmatick  Sanction,  that  the 
?ower  of  the  moft  Auguft  Houfe  of  Aujlria  has  not  fullered  any 
considerable- Diminution  s  and  if  we  reflect  upon  procuring  the 
Imperial  Crown  for  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  and  the  con- 
ciliating the  Affeftions  of  the  Hungarian  Nation,  we  £ball  run 
no  Hazaiti  of  being  refuted  if  we  aflert,  that  its  Luftre  and 
Qretlit  were  rather  augmented  than  dimintfhed  j  and  howcava- 
lhrty  foever  this  Remark  when  firft  made  was  treated,  the  Con- 
sequences, have  fince  made  the  Truth  of  it  very  evidently  appear. 
•  Jt  will  pafs  with  fome  for  a  high  Piece  of  imprudence  to 
add  any  thing  farther  upon  this  Subject  ;  but  as  the  profeffed 
Dck^u.ttf  this  Work  -is  to  ftew.*  that  human  Prudence  atone 
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iivery  capable  off  penetrating,  in  feme  Degree,  into  future; 
Events,  we  will  venture  to  own  it  is  in  our  Opinion  highly 
probable,  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  will, 
within  the  Coropafs  of  the  prefent  Age,  grow  more  folki,  and 
become  more  firmly  rooted,  than  it  ever  nad  beenefteemed  ia 
our  Times  \  and  will  confequently  have  a  ftronger  Influence, 
as  it  tmtft  always  retain  the  fame  Intercft  in  fupportihg  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Power  in  Europe*  upon  which  its  Fame  and  Authority, 
and,  wh.-rt  is  frill  more,  its  Safety,  will  always  depend.  In  fay- 
ing this  we  oblige  ourfelves  to  affign  the  Reafons  of  this  Opi- 
nion ;  for  in  political  Treatifes  nothing  is  to  be  aflerted  from 
Motives  that  muft  be  concealed  :  Such  as  predi&  Things  from 
their  Knowledge  of  what  was  formerly  ililed  Occult  Phiio- 
fophy,  claimed  a  Privilege  of  this  Sort ;  but  no  fuch  Claim  will 
ever  be  put  in  by  any  one  who  either  is,  or  believes  himfctf  to 
be  a  Politician. 

There  are  then  three  Caufes  that  have  led  us  to  this  Auertion; 
we  will  firft  ftate  them  freely  and  fairly,  and  then  leave  die 
Reader  to  approve  or  cenfure  them  as  he  thinks  fit.  In  the 
firft  Place,  it  is  highly  likely  that  the  Guaranties  contained  in 
the  Definitive  Treaty  will  be  punctually  performed,  and  that 
for  many  Reafons  -,  let  us  only  mention  a  few  :  The  Breach  of 
good  F^ith  in  that  refped  was  attended  with  fuch  fetal  Con- 
sequences in  the  laft  War,  that  it  will  teach  the  Statefmen  tit 
all  Courts  and  Countries,  to  difcern  that  nothing  great  or  good 
can  flow  from  fuch  a  Condudh  The  Parties  are  reciprocally 
interefted,  and  any  Chicanery  upon  one  Point  of  the  Guaranty 
would  afford  a  Precedent  fatal  to  the  whole ;  and  therefore  tho' 
there  may  be  Courts  not  over-tender  of  the  Concerns  of  their 
Neighbours,  they  will  neverthelefs  be  unwilling  to  take  fuch 
McaJfures  as  in  their  Conferences  may  be  dangerous  to  their 
own.  It  is  not  improbable  that  certain  Powers,  whofe  Good- 
will in  the  Performance  of  their  Stipulations  there  ismoft  Rea- 
fbn  to  fufpe&,  may  have  the  firft  Occafion  to  recur  to  the  ge- 
neral Guaranty  in  this  Treaty  for  their  own  Security.  More 
might  be  advanced  upon  this  Subjed,  but,  to  the  Intelligent, 
what  has  been  already  faid  will  certainly  be  fufficient. 

The  fecond  Caufe  is  this,  that  their  Imperial  Majefties  have 
a  numerous  I  flue,  and  as  thefe  Princes  and  Princefles  grow  upv 
they  will  certainly  contract  alliances  by  Marriages,  that  can* 
not  but  ftrcngthen  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  exceed- 
ingly ;  and  this  is  fp  fair  a  Profped,  that  whoever  considers  it 
attentively,  and  compares  it  with  the  different  View  in  which 
that  Auguft  Houfe  was  confidered  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
prefent  Century,  as  well  as  with  tht  Light  in  which  another 
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Houfe  it  prefent  ftands;  whoever,  I  fay,  coolly  and  attentively 
contemplates,  this,  cannot  fail  of  perceiving  that  we  have  not 
gyefled  at  random- 

The  third  Caufe  i$r  the  Difcovery  that  this  laft  War  has 
made  of  the  real  and  inherent  Strength  derived  to  this  iUuftri- 
oos  Family  from  its  hereditary  Dominions,  and  the  new  Turn 
that  this  has  given  to  the  Politicks  of  the  Court  of  Viema% 
where  no  longer  regarding  the  antiquated  Maxims  of  thofe 
who  would  make  the  Cuftoms  of  former  Ages,  whether  rea- 
fonable  or  not,  the  Laws  of  the  prefent,  it  is  now  thought 
neceflary  to  employ  Men  in  the  Cabinet  for  their  Abilities,  for 
their  military  Virtues  in  the  Field,  and  for  their  eminent  Inte- 
grity on  the  Benches  of  Juftice,  where  the  Piety  of  their  Impe- 
rial Majefties  heightens  the  Luftre  of  their  fecular  Stations,  and 
where  their  own  Examples,  in  Point  of  Virtue,  Vigilance,  and 
Clemency,  merit  the  unive.rfal  Approbation  and  Applaufe  of 
their  Subjc&s,  and  feem  to  have  attracted  the  Bleffing  of  God 
«poa  their  Couniels,  and  that  in  a  Degree  very  confpicuous 
even  to  the  People  of  this  Age,  who  amongft  all  their  numc- 
aout  Follies,  are  not  juftly  chargeable  with  Credulity,  at  leaft 
ttpon  this  Head. 

After  fo  ample  a  Detail  as  this,  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of 
Atjlri*i  from  the  Time  of  its  becoming  poflefled  of  the  Im- 
perial Scepter,  down  to  the  prefent,  we  are  next,  according  to 
our  Plan,  to  confider  its  interefts  ;  and  thefe  will  fall  natural- 
ly under  five  feveral  Heads.  The  Firft,  in  regard  to  the  Im- 
perial Dignity,  fo  happily  reftored  to  this  Auguft  Family;  and 
what  we  have  to  fay  upon  this  Head,  may  be  reduced  within 
a  very  narrow  Com  pais.  As  it  is  the  Intereft  of  the  Princes 
and  States  of  the  Empire,  for  preferving  a  Bulwark  againft 
the  Infidels,  a  proper  Balance  of  Power  againft  France*  and 
the  Tranquility  of  Germany,  to  continue  the  fupreme  Power 
in  this  Family ;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  certainly  the  In- 
tereft of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlriay  while  poflefled  of  the  Imperial 
Dignity,  to  maintain  the  Freedom  and  Independence  of  the 
Empire,  together  with  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  all  it* 
Members. 

This  Condud  can  alone  fecure  to  that  Houfe  the  Support 
of  the  Empire  upon  all  Occafions,  and  which  though  from 
paft  Experience  Politicians  may  poflibly  confider  as  a  Thing 
rather  of  Shew  than  Confequence,  yet  it  may  become  of 
very  great  Efficacy  and  Importance.  For  as  the  Interefts 
of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  are  always  the  fame,  fo  if  they 
were  conftantly  and  firmly  united,  it  is  very  evident  that 
die  Germamck  Body  would  be  always  an  equal,   if  not  an 
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Over-match  for  Frmue*  without  the  Affiflance  of  any 
Power  whatever* 

A  gentle  and  mild  Admfaiftration  therefore,  that  may  con- 
ciliate the  Hearts  of  the  German  Princes,  fo  as  to  brine  then 
to  feel  juft  and  warm  Sentiments  of  their  own  Intereft,  will 
be  the  moft  eafy  and  expeditious  Means  of  inducing  them 
to  confide  in  and  pay  a  proper  Refped  and  Duty  to  the  Heal 
of  the  Empire,  will  detach  them  from  France^  and  from  every 
other  Foreign  Power,  none  of  which  ever  had,  or  can  have 
any  Influence  over  them,  but  from  their  real  or  imaginary 
Apprehenfions  of  the  Ambition  and  Power  of  the  Hemic  of 
Ju/fruL, 

This  once  removed,  the  Emperor  would  become  thegrcatdl 
and  moft  formidable  Prince  in  Europe,  that  is,  confidered  in  a 
de&sfive  Light,  if  attacked  without  Reafon  or  juft  Provoca- 
tion, and  would  therefore  he  revered  by  his  Neighbours,  »- 
fcad  of  being  dependent  upon  them  ;  and  be  capable  of  pro- 
teding  his  Allies,  without  ever  falling  under  the  Necefity  of 
feeking  beyond  the  Limits  of  Germany  for  any  Affiftance.  At 
prefent  th»  will  to  many  appear  a  Dcxftrine  very  ftrange  aad 
improbable ;  but  to  fuch  as  examine  carefully  and  attentively, 
it  muft  ieem  very  juft  and  reafonable,  and  at  the  lame  time 
no  lefs  eafy  an£  practicable. 

The  Emperor  by  his  Prerogative  has  many  Opportunities  to 
benefit  and  oblige  moft  of  the  Princes  and  States-  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  can  always  defend  and  proted  them.  This  Power 
therefore,  wifely  and  feafonably  exerted,  may  fuffice  to  briag 
about  all  that  I  alledgc  might  be  expe&ed  from  it  j  in  the  mean 
time  I  defire  it  may  be  understood,  that  I  do  not  fpeak  abso- 
lute, but  conditionally.  I  do  not  fay  this  will,  but  affirm  only 
that  it  may  very  well  happen,  of  which  the  Reader  mull  be 
convinced  when  he  has  read  and  confidered  what  we  have  to 
offer  in  Relation  to  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary. 

The  next  Point  that  claims  our  Regard,  is  the  intereft  of  the 
Houie  of  Aujbriay  as  a  member  of  the  Gemumick  Body.  As 
to  this  it  is  apparent,  that  her  Power  is  already  fufficiently  great* 
and  that  it  cannot  be  for  her  Advantage  to  endeavour  to  increafr 
it  at  the  Expence  of  her  Neighbours,  which  indeed  is  the  CcAe 
Thing  that  has  hitherto  turned,  or  can  at  any  Time  turn  to. 
her  Prejudice.  While  Ihe  remains  fatlsfied  with  her  PoJTeffions, 
and  forms  no  Pretenfions  to  thi  Dominions  of  others,  it  it 
highly  probable,  that  as  the  War  is  now  over,  Ihe  may  find 
her  Neighbours  difpofed  to  live  with  her  upon  Terms  of 
Friendtoip  anjl  R«fjpc&. 
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If  fibc  is  ever  inclined  to  enlarge  her  Territories,  ft  ought 
to  be  thofe  that  lie  without  the  Empire,  and  even  this  muft  be 
done  with  very  great  Caution  ;  for  at  prefeni  there  is  fuch 
a  Spirit- of  Jealoufy  in  all  Powers,  that  they  cannot  with  any 
patience  fee  Acquifitions  made,  which  increafe  the  Strength  of 
their  Neighbours,  and  confequently  alter  that  Proportion  be- 
tween  them,  upon  which  they  conceive  their  own  Safety  in  3 
great  meafure  depends.  Yet  the  Houfc  of  Aufiria  may,  with- 
out any  Hazard,  augment  her  real  and  internal  Force,  while  (he 
is  content  to  preferve  the  ancient  Limits  of  her  Dominions.  Al- 
moft  all  her  Hereditary  Countries  are  capable  of  great  lm- 

C>vements ;  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia,  and  the  Provinces  that 
rder  on  the  Adriatick  more  efpecially. 

The  reviving  of  Trade  in  thofe  Parts,  and  encouraging  the 
mutual  Commerce  of  the  Subjects  in  aB  her  Dominions,  might 
render  the  Emprefs  Queen  a  much  richer,  and  confequently 
a  more  powerful  Sovereign  than  foe  is  at  prefent.  Some  of 
thofe  Nations  that  in  the  Tate  War  were  famous  for  furnifhing 
her  Armies  with  Irregulars,  are  known  to  have  a  great  Turn 
for  Trade;  and  if  properly  encouraged,  would  not  fail  of  ren- 
dering her  as  eflential  Services  in  Peace  as  in  War.  The  only 
Check  in  this  Refpect,  that  hitherto  has  hindered  their  Geniw 
from  appearing,  is  the  Want  of  Religious  Liberty  ;  fince  it 
muft  be  owned  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  has  in  fome  meafure  pi- 
qued itfelf  on  a  Zeal  for  the  Popifh  Faith,  that  bordered  upon 
Bigotry  :  and  yet  through  the  Courfe  of  the  two  Jail  Wars,  the 
Court  of  Rome  has  been  fo  far  from  making  any  proper  Returns, 
that  (he  has  ad u ally  fhewn  a  manifeft  Partiality  in  Favour  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Any  Relaxation  in  this  Kind,  arifing  from  Chriftian  Charity, 
found  Policy,  or  the  Gratitude  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  would 
have  wonderful  Effe&s,  for  it  could  not  fail  of  rendering  all 
the  Countries  under  her  Obedience  more  populous,  and  confe- 
quently more  rich  and  fruitful  than  they  are  at  prefent.  Neither 
ought  this  Liberty  of  Conference  to  extend  only  to  the  Lutberens 
and  the  Reformed,  but  to  the  Members  of  the  Greek  Churcbi  to 
the  Moravians^  and  indeed  to  Chriftians  in  general ;  for  this 
would  draw  Multitudes  out  of  the  lurkijb  Dominions  into  thofe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Anjlriay  and  contribute  at  once  to  flrengthen 
the  Hands  of  the  Emprefs,  and  to  weaken  thofe  of  her  Enemies 

As  Sovereigns  of  Hungary,  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  is  extremely 
powerful ;  an<!  it  is  with  great  Pleafurc  we  can  obferve  her  pre- 
fent Majefty  has  taken  fuch  Meafures,  as  ought  to  be  a  Rule 
to  all  her  Succeffors.  On  the  25th  of  June  1741;  (he  was 
Crowned  at  Prefiurgh  with  all  the  Ceremonies  ufual  in  that 
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Kingdom,  bavin*  firft  confirmed  to  the  Proteftarits  die  fotuife  * 
Enjoyment  of  all  their  Rights  with  regard  to  Religion,   and 
agreed  to  the  Capitulation  draw,n  up  by  the  Diet,  of  Which  the 
following  were  the  chief  Articles. 

I.  That  the  Kingdom  fhall  never  be  without  a  Palatine;  and 
Oat  after  the  Death  of  the  Veldt-Marihal  Count  Palfy,  the 
Diet  fhall  be  convoked  in  order  to  chafe  one  out  of  die  four 
Pcrfons  that  the  Queen  (hall  propofe. 

II.  That  in  cafe  the  Queen  dies  ( whicfc  God  forbid)  before 
the  young  Archduke  is  out  of  bis  Minority,  the  Palatine  fhall 
he  his  Guardian  in  this  Kingdom. 

HI.  That  the  Employments  in  this  Realm  (hall  be  given  to 
none  but  Hungarians. 

IV.  That  fuch  of  the  Noblefle  as  have  purcfcafed  Eftates  of 
Pea&nts  (or  Roturiers)  whfch  only  are  liable  to  be  charged 
with  Impofts,  (hall  pay  none  for  the  faid  Eftates. 

It  was  by  thefe  Conceffions,  and  by  the  moft  gracious  and 

Emlar  Speeches  on  all  Occafions  publick  and  private,  that  her 
ijefty,  while  (he  remained  in  that  Kingdom,  changed  the 
Face  of  it  entirely,  and  procured  fuch  Succours  from  thence, 
as  enabled  her  to  make  head  againft  all  her  Enemies  :  Neither 
was  it  for  once,  or  from  a  fudden  and  paffionate  Expreffion  of 
their  Affeftion  and  Loyalty,  moved  by  the  Goodnefc  and  the 
Difbefi  of  the  Queen,  that  this  Affiftance  was  received  ;  but 
it  continued  through  the  whole  War  as  conftant  and  regular  aa 
her  Occafions  required,  to  the  juA  and  immortal  Honour  of  that 
We  and  generous  Nation. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftonr* 
the  h&  Condition  of  this  Country  in  former  Reigns,  and  *nc 
nan  Opinion  her  Imperial  Majefty's  Grandfather  had  of  the 
Fidelity  and  Power  of  the  Hungarians*  when  he  affirmed  that 
he  had  fpent  more  in  defending  them  than  their  Kingdom  was 
worth ;  and  which  if  it  did  not  belong  to  him  as  a  Conqueror, 
ought  to  be  reputed  his  as  a  Purchafer,  as  much  as  any  of  his 
hereditary  Dominions.  Notions  infpired,  no  doubt,  by  Jefutt* 
and  fdf-interefted  Statefmen,  who  had  nothing  in  View  but  to 
ftake  their  court  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  by  a  falfe  Shew  of  Zeal 
fa  his  Family,  at  the  fad  Expence  of  a  gallant  and  loyal,  but 
then  dejedetTand  oppreffed  Nation  :  A  Nation  equally  expofei 
to  continual  Invafions  from  Infidels  abroad,  to  the  fubtle  la* 
tigues  of  falfe  Patriots,  and  the  bale  Complacency  of  falfe 
Courtiers  at  home. 

But  the  preferit  Queen,  when  except  this,  (he  had  fcarce  any 
°*er  Territories  left,  was  able  to  draw  from  it  Refource* 
Efficient  for  the  Recovery  of  all  the  reft;  Andthrieitpdemoftr 
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ftfUft  to  all  th» Warid,  that  it  is  not  an  abfolute  Prinft,  W  a 
Prince  governing  a  free  People  according  to  their  own  Laws, 
that  is  the  moft  powerful,  the  moft  formidable,  the  moft  Maftef 
of  die  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  his  or  her  fubje&s.  We  cannet 
therefore  doubt  that  the  Fame  Maxims  will  for  the  future  be 
^uriked  j  in  confequence  of  which,  from  being  thought  the  leaft 
confiderable,  Hungary  will  from  henceforth  be  reputed  one  of 
the  moft  potent  Monarchies  in  Eurept. 
'  It  may  not  be  ainife  to  obferve  in  this  Place,  it  was  from  thai 
unexpected  Support  the  Empreft  received  from  the  People  of 
Hungary,  fitch  an  additional  Weight  has  been  thrown  into  th« 
Scale  of  the  Houfe  of  Anflria,  as  none  of  our  Politicians  have 
duly  confidered,  and  which  notwithstanding  ought  to  be  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  moft  Angular  Events  produced 'by  the  late 
War.  In  all  Probability  it  has  been  the  real  Caufe  why  the  Twrh 
have  never  attempted  to  interfere,  or  to  give  the  leaft  Difturbance 
to  her  Imperial  Majefly,  though  continually  prompted  to  it  by 
France*  They  law  that  the  Union  which  reigns  in  that  Country 
between  the  Sovereign  and  her  Subjects,  has  reftored  the  ancient 
Vigour  of  the  Hungarian  Militia  ;  fo  that  if  a  War  fhould  hap- 
pen, the  Hungarians  alone  would  be  able  to  make  head  againft 
their  whole  Force,  and  perhaps  make  fome  Impreffion  on  the 
Ottoman  Empire  itfelf,  at  a  time  when  from  the  Difordeft  in  the 
Admintftration  of  the  Government,  its  Credit  and  Forces  an 
equally  weak. 

Befidts,  even  in  regard  to  Franai  the  State  of  Things  is 
very  much  changed,  in  confequence  of  the  Alteration  which 
happened  in  Hungary  j  for  when  at  a  very  final!  Expcnce  the 
Punch  kept  u£  a  Malecontent  Party  there,  which  was  al- 
ways Aire  of  private  Support,  if  not  of  open  Countenance  | 
from  the  Turks*  they  were  fecure  of  a  Divemon  on  that  Side; 
and  have  fometimes  carried  this  fo  far  as  to  brine  feme  of  the 
bold  Irregulars,  who  now  ferve  with  fo  much  Reputation  in 
the  Imperial  Armies,  as  hoftile  Plunderers  into  the  Suburbs  of 
Vuwta.  A  wonderful  and  happy  Change  this  !  from  a  divided* 
difcontented,  and  diftra&ed,  to  a  united,  loyal,  and  well-prin- 
cipled People ;  from  being  the  Terror,  to  become  the  Protec- 
tors of  the  Auftrians  j  from  being  fcarce  feen,  to  make,  as  they 
now  do,  fo  great  a  Figure  in  their  Armies/  In  (hott*  this  Ad- 
vantage, which  has  been  the  Refult  of  the  War  juft  concluded* 
may  fee  confidered  as  fome  Equivalent  for  the  Danger  and  Ex- 
pence  of  it. 

'  The  Houfe  of  Juftri*  is  alfo  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greateft  Powers  ia  Jtafy;  and  it  will  be  certainly  its  Interefr 
to  fcevre  itm  fctanti  in  that  Country,  by  remaining  firmly 
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United  to  the  King  of  Sardinia;  for  while  this  Union  fubfiirs* 
it  is  impoffible  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  bring  any  of 
her  ambitious  Projedfa  to  bear.  The  Neutrality  of  TufcOny, 
the  keeping  a  Court  at  Florence,  and  the  maintaining  the  Pri- 
vileges of  Leghorn,  as  a  free  Port,  are  Meafures  fo  right'  in 
themfelves,  and  which  feem  to  be  fo  well  underftood  by  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  that  we  can  have  no  doubt  of  their  oeing 
conftantly  purfued. 

Another  Advantage  that  will  refult  from  her  Territories  in 
this  Country  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujhria*  is,  the  having  it  in 
her  Power  to  provide  for  the  younger  branches  of  the  Tamily 
by  the  conliderable  Governments  me  has  to  beftow ;  and  by 
this  means  (he  will  take  at  once  the  molt  effectual  Meafure 
for  the  Security  of  thefe  Provinces,  and  for  the  fuitable  Support 
of  the  Princes  and  Princefles  of  the  Imperial  and  Archducal 
Houfe  without  any  additional  Expence,  and  this  too  in  the 
Manner  moft  agreeable  to  the  Genius  and  Temper  of  her  Sub- 
jects, as  well  as  the  moft  capable  of  defeating  either  the  open 
or  fecret  Defi^ns  of  her  Enemies.  So  that  on  the  whole,  no- 
thing can  contribute  more  to  the  reviving  and  reftoring  the 
Luftre  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  than  fuch  a  Difpofition  of  her 
Italian  Territories. 

Wc  now  come  to  the  hft  Article,  which  is  the  Intereft  qf 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  as  Sovereign  of  the  Low-Countries,  a 
Point  of  the  greateft  Confequence  to  that  Family,  and  indeed 
to  all  Europe.  It  is  by  her  being  in  poflfeflion  of  thefe  Pro- 
vinces, that  (he  becomes  the  natural  and  perpetual  Ally  of  the 
Maritime  Powers,  who  have  never  failed  to  (hew  the  utmoft 
Readinefs  to  fupport  her  Intereft.  By  her  being  in  pofleflxon  of 
thefe  Countries,  {he  covers  the  Republick  of  Holland  from  the 
Power  of  France;  and  may  be  like  wife  faid  to  form  a  Barrier 
a-rainft  that  dangerous  and  ambitious  Power,  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain  alfo. 

'Whilft  file  preferves  thefe  Countries,  fhe  cannot  fail  of 
preferving  the  unalterable  Affeftion  of  her  Neighbours ;  and 
therefore  it  is  Tier  Intereft  to  be  as  tender  of  thefe  Provinces 
as  any  Part  of  her  Dominions.  She  fees  by  fatal  Experience, 
what  dreadful  Confcquences  follow  the  negle&ing  her  Frofftiers 
on  that  Side,  and  therefore  (he  will  certainly  avoid  committing 
the  like  Miftake  for  the  future.  It  is  a  vifible  Error,  to  fup- 
pofe  that  thefe  Provinces  may  be  abfolutely  trufted  to  the 
Care  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  to  imagine  that  this  maybe 
fome  Excufe  for  being  lefs  mindful  of  their  Security.  The  con* 
trary  is  very  plain;  it  the  Aujlrian  Garriforis  in  thofe Countries 
were  kept  complete,  and  their  Fortrefles  kH?  ^fopei;  State  of 
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Defence,  the  Dutch  would  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the 
Power  of  France,  and  would  confequently  aft  upon  all  Occa- 
fions  with  Dignity  and  Spirit;  whereas  a  contrary  Conduft 
Ieayes  them  to  open  to  their  Enemies,  and  gives  fuch  Oppor- 
tunities to  the  Emiflaries  of  France,  and  to  the  difcontcnted 
Party  in  that  Country,  as  muft  neceffarily  weaken,  or  which  U 
worfe,  intimidate,  a  popular  Government, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Condud  of  the  Dutch  in  all  fuch 
Conjun&ures,  muft  have  fuch  an  Influence  upon  that  of  Great 
Britain,  that  in  refpeft  to  both,  it  will  be  certainly  found  the 
Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  manifeft  the  utmoft  Con- 
cern for  thefe  Provinces,  by  the  Juftice  of  her  Government, 
by  encouraging  the  Commerce  of  the  Inhabitants,  by  applying 
the  Revenues  for  their  Defence,  and  by  keeping  every  thing 
in  fuch  a  Condition,  as  that  France  fhall  never  be  tempted 
to  think  It  moft  for  her  Advantage  to  attack  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  on  this  Side.  Thus  from  a  clear  and  impartial  View  of 
"the  prefent  State  and  Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Atiftria,  it  is  fully 
and  plainly  (hewn  that  fhe  has  emerged  from  the  late  War 
preater,  more  powerful,  and  in  a  Condition  of  being  a  more 
c -fle&ual  Balance  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  than  fhe  has 
been  during  the  prefent  Century.  The  Imperial  Dignity  is 
reftored  to  her 5  her  Power  in  Germany  is  very  little  impaired; 
the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  is  become  of  infinitely  greater  Con- 
fcquence  to  her  than  it  was;  her  Dominions  in  Italy  are  fafe, 
and  it  is  in  her  own  Power,  by  taking  fuitable  Meafures  for 
their  Defence,  to  obtain  from  her  Allies  whatever  Afliftance  1$ 
neceflary  to  preferve  the  Low-Countries.  This  is  all  that  is 
rcquifite  to  make  her  as  fecure  as  herfelf  can  defire,  as  much 
refpefted  as  her  Friends  can  wifh,  and  as  powerful  as  the 
prefent  Syftem  of  Europe  requires  fhe  fliould  be. 

Thus  this  Article  flood  in  the  laft  Edition  of  the  Book,  before 
there  was  any  Rumour  of  electing  the  Archduke  Jofeph  King  of 
the  Romans.  A  Point  decifive  in  favour  of  thefe  Reflections;  and 
as  to  which,  though  a  Matter  of  the  laft  Importance,  there  is  no 
Difference  but  as  to  the  Means  and  Manner.  His  PnSan 
Majefty  profefles  in  theftrongeft  Terms,  that  the  higheft  Re- 
foeft  is  due  to  that  Candidate,  when  an  Ele&ion  fhall  become 
mrcefTary;  but  he  has  hitherto  fhewn  rather  a  Diftafte  than  an 
Approbation  of  the  Method  propofed  for  elevating  that  young 
Prince  to  the  Throne.  He  feems  to  apprehend,  that  though  a 
certain  Majority  may  be  fofficient  when  they  come  to  an  Elcc- 
j:on;  yet  with  refpeft  to  the  previous  Queftion,  as  to  the  Ne- 
crTity,  therA)ught  to  be  Unanimity.  On  the  Vacancy  of  ths 
imperial  Throne  the  Neceffity  is  apparent;  and  there  is  nothing 
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Afurd  or  unreafonable  in  fuppofing,  that  it  ought  to  he  &p* 

{arent  alfo  when  the  King  erf  the  Romans  is  elected  during  the 
«ife  of  the  Emperor.  An  apparent  Neceflity  infers  Unanimity  ; 
for  Difficulties  and  Doubts,  more  efpecially,  if  fupported  of 
any  thing  that  looks  like  Argument,  is  a  direct  Proof  that  the 
Neceflity  is  not  apparent.  Be  this  as  it  will,  the  proposing 
this  Prince  in  fo  tender  an  Age,  and  the  Manner  in  which  that 
Proposition  has  been  received,  even  by  thofe  who  feem  Hot  at 
prefent  difpofed  to  clofe  with  it,  clearly  demonftrates  all  that 
I  have  contended  for,  viz.  That  the  Figure  and  Confideration^ 
that  is,  in  exprefe  Terms,  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  afAufltia^ 
is  augmented ;  for  in  a  Government  like  that  of  the  Empires 
Figure  and  Consideration  is  actual  Power,  ad  the  future  Courfe 
of  Events  will  fully  explain. 

There  has  been  this  Year  a  Diet  held  in  Hungary  s  the  Con* 
clufion  of  which,  tho'  at  firft  Sight  it  feems  otherwife,  is  not- 
withstanding wholly  in  Favour  of  the  Principles  advanced  in 
the  foregoing  Part  of  this  Section*  Certain  Demands  were 
made  on  the  Part  of  the  Sovereign,  and  certain  Claims  on  Be- 
half of  the  People;  but  as  the  latter  could  not  be  fully  adjufted, 
the  former  were  not  complied  with  in  their  full  Extent  But 
a  Palatine  was  cholen  according  to  Law,  many  other  Things 
were  done  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Clofe  of 
her  Imperial  Majefty's  Speech  at  the  riling  of  the  Diet  wai 
exactly  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  which,  becaufe  I  have  not. 
feen  it  publifhed,  I  will  fubjoin  in  her  Imperial  Majefty's  own 
Words:  Majorefn  expeftavimus  equidem  erga  nos  fiduciam  pfomp- 
thultnem  a  cara  Gente,  quam  femper  di/imguimus,  Hungarica,  cut 
6T  plura  &  nova  pra  reliquis  matern*  nojlr*  bnuvofenti*  dtdi* 
mus  argument  a.  Deponiti  igitur  in  Matrem  fcf  Reginam  veftram 
diffidentiam^  &  fatagtte  onmes  definitmes  diataksfilerier  exeavt, 
ti  mererl^  ut  priftina  fiducia  faf  gratia  redeat:  That  is,  M  We 
"  did  indeed  promife  ourfelves  great  Confidence  and  Alacrity 
"  on  the  Part  of  a  Nation  fo  dear  to  us;  from  the  Hungarians^ 
"  whom  we  have  always  diftinguifhed,  and  to  whom  we  have  ' 
"  given  manjr,  and  thofe  too,  late  Proofs  in  Preference  to  all 
"  others,  of  our  maternal  AffeAion.  Banifh  therefore  all  Dif- 
"  fidence  of  yoW  Mother  and  your  Queen  j  be  punctual,  be 
€<  affiduous  in  carrying  into  Execution  the  Mcafures  taken  in 
"  this  Diet  for  the  Benefit  of  your  Conftituents%  and  merit 
"  thereby  the  full  Return  of  our  former  Confidence  and  Fa- 
"  vour«"  This  is  not  the  Language  of  Artifice  and  Flattery; 
much  lefs  of  Pride  and  arbitrary  Power ;  but  the  candid  Senti- 
ments of  a  gracious  Princefs,  careful  of  the  Interefts,  end  there- 
fore jealous  of  the  Affections  of  her  Subjefts,  defirous  of  reign- 
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ing  in  {heir  Hearts,  and  of  augmenting  her  Authority  by  ex- 
tending her  Benevolence. 

From  the  Meafures  that  have  been  taken  to  fettle  and  fecure 
the  Territories  in  the  Pofleffion  of  this  auguft  Family  in/te^,of 
which  we  (hall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  at  large  in  another 
PI  ace >  all  Sufpicionsof  new  Dangers  on  that  Side  are  removed. 
We  are  likewife  told  that  a  Congrefs  will  be  very  fpeedily  open- 
ed at  BruJJih,  in  which  the  Bumiefs  of  the  Barrier,  and  what* 
ever  elfe  regards  (he  Safety  and  Welfare  of  the  Aujlrian  Low- 
Countries,  will  be  regulated,  with  tho  Confent,  by  the  Advice, 
*nd  under  the  Infpection  of  her  Allies.  We  have  good  reafon 
therefore  to  felicitate  ourfelves  upon  the  Events  that  have  al- 
ready happened,  and  have  no  Grounds  for  DiiTatisfadion  with 
refped  to  the  future  Profpedt  of  Things.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  anfwer  for,  or  to  ftruggle  with,  Events  that  are  in  the 
Womb  of  Time ;  but  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  if  Ne- 
gotiations are  evenly  and  fairly  managed,  with  a  juft  Regard 
to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Country  in  which,  and  with  a  be- 
coming Refpeft  for  the  Princes  with  whom  they  arc  carried 
on,  all  things  we  can  reasonably  defire  or  exped,  may  be  fully, 
and  in  due  Time,  accomplifhed.  But  the  nobleft  Defigns, 
» the  beft  concerted  Plans,  are  not  Proof  againft  private  Views, 
indirect  Meafures,  or  precipitate  Attempts,  if  they  fhould  ever 
enter  into  the  Heads  of  thofe  who  are  employed  either  to 
direA  or  condu&  them. 


CHAP.    IX. 

The  genuine  Conftitution,  real  Power,  and  natural 
Inter  efts  ^//^Germanick  Body,  impartially 
ftated  from  the  beji  and  mofi  authentick  Writing 
of  their  won  Lawyers. 

THE  Germanick  Body  is  a  Term  with  which  we  are  very 
well  acquainted  in  Britain,  and  the  Notion  we  have  of 
it  is  in  the  general  right  enough;  but  when  we  come  to 
fpeak  of  it  more  clofely,  it  does  not  appear,  at  leaft  from 
general  Converfation,  that  People  enter  into  it  very  ftri&ly, 
comprehend  it  very  clearly,  or  are  able  to  fatisfy  themfelves  j 
whether  Proportions  relating    thereto,  are  confident  with, 
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or  oppofite  to  Truth,  or  even  whether  they  are  probable 
or  improbable.  This,  if  we  confider  it  as  a  Branch  of 
Political  Learning,  is  indeed  of  very  great  Importance,  but 
it  is  of  ftill  greater  Importance,  when  we  remember  that  it 
is  a  Point  which  often  concerns  the  immediate  Safety  of  our 
own  Country. 

Men  of  great  P^rts,  and  wholly  devoted  to  the  Service  of 
this  or  that  Faction,  frequently  introduce  the  Germanick  Body 
into  their  debates,  and  either  exalt  or  deprefs,  heighten  or 
weaken  it,  at  pleafure.  Sometimes  we  hear  it  magnified  as 
one  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  Europe,  as  more  than  a  Bal lance 
for  France,  and  as  capable  of  itfelf  to  fecure  and  maintain  the 
Equilibrium,  not  on  the  Side  of  Germany  only,  but  in  refpe& 
to  the  North,  and  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon:  By  others,  perhaps 
bj  the  fame  Men  when  another  Purpofe  is  to  be  anfwered,  we 
are  told  that  it  is  a  vaft,  unwieldy,  and  languid  Power,  uncon-. 
neded  in  its  Parts,  flow  in  its  Refolves,  and  dilatory  in  the 
Execution  of  them. 

It  is  to  free  thif  fubjeft  from  all  Embarraffinent,  and  to  fet 
it  in  a  clear  and  natural  Light,  that  we  have  riven  place  to  this 
Article;  and  as  it  is  very  poflible  to  do  this  within  the  Compafs 
of  about  an  Hour's  reading,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Pains  taken 
thereon  will  merit  the  Approbation  of  the  Publick;  the  rather 
becaufe  it  will  appear  from  our  manner  of  treating  it,  that  there 
is  not  the  fmalleft  Mixture  of  P*epofleffion  or  Prejudice,  but 
that  we  really  mean  to  render  the  thing  as  intelligible  as  it  is 
in  our  Power  to  make  it. 

The  Empire  of  the  Wefl,  of  Germany,  or  as  it  is  commonly 
fiiled9  the  Holy  Raman  Empire,  was  founded  by  Charles  the 
Great;  and  under  him  and  his  Son  the  Government  was  Mo- 
narchical ;  and  the  Dominions  of  thofe  Princes  being  very  large, 
and  accruing  to  them  by  different  Titles,  they  were  governed 
either  by  Perfons  vefted  with  Powers  from  the  Emperor  im- 
mediately, or  by  their  natural  Princes,  Vafials  to  the  Emperor; 
and  both  thefe  kind  of  Governors  were  (tiled  Dukes.  In  re- 
fpeft  to  Spiritual  Affairs,  they  were  adminiftercd  by  Bifhops, 
and  as  there  was  a  great  Spirit  of  Religion  in  thofe  Days,  this 
rendered  thofe  Prelates  very  confiderable. 

The  Care  of  Juftice  within  the  Diftrifls  into  which  the 
large  Provinces  were  divided,  belonged  to  an  Officer  called  in 
Latin,  Comes,  from  whence  the  Word  Count  is  derived;  but, 
invthe  German  Language  he  was  ftiled  Grave.  From  thefe 
Courts  there  was  an  Appeal  from  that  to  the  Emperor,  an<J 
therefore  the  Chief-  Juftice  or  Prefident  of  the  Imperial  Court, 
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was  ftiled  Comes  Palatums*  that  is,  Count  Palatine*  i.  e.  of  the 
Palace*  or  in  German*  Pal/grave.  The  fame  Reafon  of  State 
introduced  other  ncceflary  Offices,  fuch  as  a  Governor  of  the 
Frontiers  or  Marches,  then  ftiled  Marquis*  and  by  the 
Germans*  Margrave*  anfwering  to  our  Lord  Warden  of  the 
Marches ;  the  Landgrave  was  an  Officer  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  the  Grave*  or  Count*  but  had  a  greater  Extent  of  Country, 
and  that  generally  in  the  Heart  of  the  Empire;  the  Burgrwoe 
was  the  Emperor's  chief  Officer  in  Towns  and  Catties,  that 
is  to  fay,  that  which  immediately  belonged  to  the  Emperor, 
and  in  which,  when  he  came  into  the  Country  where  they 
lay,  he  was  wont  to  refide,  for  in  thefe  only  he  kept  fuch  an 
Officer. 

We  may  from  hence  plainly  fee,  that  except  the  Dukes, 
who  were  vaflals,  there  were  none  of  the  Officers  but  what 
depended  upon  the  mere  Pleafure  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  not 
'» the  leaft  Colour  to  expe£t  that  their  Offices  fhould  become 
fettled  and  conftant,  much  lefs  hereditary.  But  Divifions  in 
the  Imperial  Family,  Civil  Wars,  and  the  firming  of  the  Impe- 
rial Dignity,  foon  brought  about  a  Change,  in  fome  Cafes 
the  Dukes  themfelves  took  fuch  Meafures,  that  it  was  fcarce 
in  the  Power  of  the  Emperor  to  difpoflefe  them,  or  hinder  their 
Sons  from  fucceeding;  in  others  it  became  the  Intereft  of  the 
Prince  to  continue  this  Power  to  them  and  their  Dependents, 
in  order  to  attach  them  morp  effe&ually  to  his  Family;  and  thus 
the  modern  Conftitution  came  in,  of  diftinft  Principalities, 
owning  the  Emperor  for  their  Head. 

AU  Beginnings  are  rude,  and  fo  was  the  Commencement  of 
the  Germanick  Body;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  afcend  to  the  Origin 
of  Things,  if  we  will  underftand  them;  and  when  this  is  once 
fixed  in  our  Minds,  it  is  a  very  eafy  Thing  to  follow  the  Chan* 
liel  from  its  Source.  Befides,  taking  Matters  thus  high,  faves 
time  in  many  other  Refpe&s,  by  explaining  in  the  familiar  and 
perfpicuous  Way  of  Narrative,  a  Variety  of  Terms  that  would 
feem  harfh  and  unpleafant  in  the  dry  Mode  of  Interpretation, 
and  introduced  without  that  Caution,  might  eafily  bemiflaken, 
pr  remain  for  ever  obfeure. 

But  it  was  not  long  that  Things  continued  in  this  Situa- 
tion, and  thefe  new  Princes  in  a  State  of  doubtful  Authority ; 
for  upon  the  Extinction  of  the  Imperial  Line,  and  the  fetting 
Conrad*  Duke  of  Franamia*  upon  the  Throne  by  an  Election, 
trie  Rights  of  the  Emperor  and  of  thefe  Princes  came  to  fta»d 
upon  the  fame  Foot,  which  was  about  the  Beginning  of  the 
tenth  Century.    His  §ucceffor,  Henry  of  Saxony,  bad  indeed 
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a  Notion  of  exerting  the  old  Imperial  Authority,  to  which 
the  Princes  thought  he  had  no  Title;  and  this  produced  great 
Difhirbances  in  his  Reign,  and  a  very  oppofite  Conduct  in  hia 
Son  and  Succeflbr  Otbol.  who  courted  the  Princes,  and  might 
hare  made  himfelf  the  moil  powerful  Monarch  of  his  Age,  if 
die  Divifions  in  his  own  Family  had  not  prevented  it. 

By  the  Conaueft  of  Lombardy,  and  annexing  the  Imperial 
Dignity  to  the  Crown  of  Germany^  he  in  fome  meafure  extended 
the  Power  of  his  Succeflbrs ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  brought  in 
certain  Inconveniencies,  which  were  not  felt  before.  The  Em- 
peror thenceforward  claimed  the  Right  of  approving  the  Bilhop 
of  Rme ;  and  the  Popes,  who  were  then  much  more  powerful 
than  they  have  been  fince,  formed,  in  their  Turns,  Pretentions 
to  name  or  to  approve  the  Prelates ;  and  the  Difputes  which 
this  occafioned,  joined  to  the  Confufions  that  naturally  happen, 
in  Ele&ive  Governments,  brought  the  Empire  into  fuch  a 
Condition,  that,  as  we  have  (hewn  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
laft  Article,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  offer  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity to  Count  Rodolpb  of  Hapjburgb9  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Xlllth  Century :  And  the  Ditt urbances  that  happened  after  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  for  fome  tim*  made  the 
Gtrrrum  Princes  very  willing  to  raife  Albert  II.  to  the  Throne 
in  1437. 

Himfelf  and  his  Succeflbrs  yielded  to  feveral  Regulations 
that  were  favourable  to  the  Germanuk  Body ;  more  efpecially 
the  Emperor  Frederick  111.  the  leaft  powerful,  and  the  leaft  re- 
fpe&ed  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria\  who  notwith- 
ftanding  laid  the  Foundation  of  its  Power,  and  gave  Form  and 
Credit  to  the  Germanick  Conftitution,  which  was  improved  by 
the  Emperor  Maximilian;  who,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign, 
was  very  well  inclined  to  remedy  the  Diforders  that  had  been 
either  created  or  Committed  by  his  Predeceflbrs.  Upon  his  De- 
mifc,  before  Charles  V.  was  admitted  to  the  Imperial  Dignity, 
the  Eleflors  thought  fit  tofecure  themfelves  againft  the  Effeas 
of  his  great  Power,  by  a  new  Step,  which  has  been  fince  con- 
ftantly  followed;  I  mean,  the  fwearing  the  Emperor  eleftto 
certain  Articles  of  Government,  ftiled  the  Imperial  Capitula- 
tion, In  the  foregoing  Article  we  have  {hewn  the  Attempts 
made  by  the  Emperors  to  enlarge  their  Authority,  the  Meafurcs 
taken  by  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire  to  prevent  their 
extending  it,  the  calling  in  the  Swedes  and  the  French  for  that 
Porpofe,  and  the  fettling  all  the  Pretenfions  on  both  Sides,  for 
ever,  by  the  famous  Treaty  of  PPeflpbalia* 

As  the  Imperial  Dignity  was  originally  abfolute  and  here- 
ditary, and  as  thofe  Monarchs  bad  very  great  Powers,  their 
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Succeflbrs  have  always  kept  up  a  Claim  to,  and  fometunes,  that 
is,  as  often  as  they  were  able,  have  exercifed  fuch  Prerogatives. 
Thofe  Emperors  being  Protectors  of  the  Raman  Church,  the 
Popes  thought  fit  for  their  Intereft"to  make  them  greater  than 
ahy  other  Princes,  and  therefore  ftiled  them  the  Temporal 
Heads  of  the  Chriftian  World.  It  was  from  hence  they  affumed 
to  tbcmfelvesPrecedenceof  all  Kings,  and  even  claimed  a  Power 
of  making  Kings,  not  by  beftowing  Territories,  but  by  grant- 
ing that  Dignity  or  that  Title  to  fuch  as  had  them  already, 
but  with  an  inferior  Stile.  They  pretended  alfo  to  other  Rights, 
even  in  the  Territories  of  Princes  without  the  Bounds  ot  the 
Empire;  more  efpecially  of  granting  Dignities  to  their  Subjects, 
which  however  was  frequently  controverted,  and  particularly 
by  our  Queen  Elizabeth, 

It  was  alfo  a  long  time  before  they  gave  the  Title  of  Ma- 
jefty  to  other  Kings,  whom  they  treated  with  that  of  Serenity 
only  ;  but  thofe  Notions  are  now  almoft  wore  out,  except  in 
Germany  ;  and  fetting  afide  the  Point  of  Precedence,  they  have 
fcarce  any  other  Prerogative  fuperior  to  other  Monarch?.  In 
the  Empire,  indeed,  they  have,  upon  particular  Occafions, 
very  high  Marks  of  Reverence  paid  them;  and  very  powerful 
Princes  not  only  fubmit  to,  but  contend  for  the  Right  of  acting 
as  their  menial  Servants;  which,  at  firft  Sight,  may  feem  to 
be  inconfiftent  with  their  own  Dignities;  but  when  clpfely  exa- 
mined, this  fecming  Humility  is  really  founded  on  a  Principle 
of  Ambition. 

All  the  Electors  have  great  Offices;  and  thofe  Offices  are  not 
only  annexed  to  their  Dignities,  but  feem  to  have  been  the  Oo 
cafion  of  them,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  their  being  fo  tenacious 
in  this  Refpect ;  and  as  they  are  capable  of  being  elected,  as  well 
as  of  elecliug,  as  they  flile  themfelvcs  Coimperantes%  and  in  the 
Time  of  a  Vacancy  exercife  a  Part  of  the  Imperial  Authority, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  they  are  for  raifing  it  in  Point  of  Stile 
and  Prerogative  as  high  as  they  can ;  efpecially  as  the  Emperors, 
in  return,  employ  that  very  Authority  in  their  Favour,  and 
would  have  the  Electors,  confidered  in  that  Quality,  ftand 
upon  the  Level  with  Kings,  But  it  is  neceffary  to  fee  who  and 
what  thefe  great  Princes  are,  and  how  they  have  acquired  their 
Right  of  Election,  which,  tho'  now  long  fince  fettled  and  in- 
contefted,  was  not  always  fo;  the  Election  of  the  ancient  Em- 
perors differing  in  many  refpects  from  that  Form  of  Election 
which  has  prevailed  for  fome  Ages  paft,  and  which,  being  now 
made  a  Part  of  the  Germanick  Constitution,  is  like  to  remain 
as  long  as  that  fhaJJ  endure. 
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The  Kings  of  Germany  were  always  ele&ve  ;  but  ftriginafly  - 
this  did  not  depend  upon  the  great  Officers  of  State  intirely, 
but  alfo  on  other  Princes :  And  in  procefs  of  Time  the  Deputies 
of  the  Imperial  Towns  repaired  to  the  Diet  of  Election,  and 
gave  at  leaft  their  Approbation  to  the  new  King  before  he  was 
proclaimed  ;  but,  however,  the  great  Officers,  by  their  being 
always  about  the  Court,  had  great  Advantages  of  being  earlier 
prefent  at  fuch  Diets,  and  fo  came  to  have  a  confiderable  In- 
fluence over  the  Members. 

In  the  troubiefome  Times,  when  Henry  of  Thuringia,  William 
Earl  of  Holland^  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  and  Jlphonfo  King 
of  CafHk,  were  chofen,  the  Princes  and  great  Towns  had  fcarce 
an  Opportunity  of  attending  \  and  this  gave  fuch  a  Counter 
nance  to  that  Right,  the  great  Officers  of  the  Houfhold  had 
affumed  of  ele&ing,  without  confulting  any  other  Members  of 
the  Empire,  that  Gregory  X.  either  conceived  they  had  fuch  a 
Right,  or  was  willing  to  favour  their  acquiring  it  j  which  in- 
duced him  to  direft  a  Bull  to  thofe  great  Officers,  in  which  he 
exhorted  them  to  ele£t  an  Emperor,  and  thereby  put  an  End  to 
the  Troubles  in  Germany ;  fince  which  they  have  been  confi- 
dered  as  the  fole  Ele£lors. 

To  fecure  the  Pofleffion  of  that  Dignity,  they,  in  the  Reign 
of  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  entered  into  a  League  amongft  them/elves,, 
which  was  called  the  Elefloral  Union,  and  which  was  confirmed 
by  the  Emperor,  and  ratified  afterwards  by  the  famous  Confti- 
tution  of  Charles  IV.  fo  well  known  to  the  World  by  the  Title 
of  the  Golden  Bull ;  by  which  alfo  it  was  provided,  that  the 
Territories,  with  the  great  Offices  annexed  to  them,  and  by 
the  Pofleffion  of  which  the  Ele£toral  Dignity  was  obtained, 
fhould  defcend  according  to  the  Right  of  Primogeniture,  and  be 
abfolutely  indivifible,  that  the  Right  of  each  £Ie&or  might  be 
the  better  known,  and  the  more  effectually  fecured. 

By  this  ConfHtution  the  Number  and  Titles  of  the  Electors, 
and  the  Manner  of  Election,  were  fully  fettled  in  the  following 
Manner  :  The  Archbifliop  of  Mentz,  as  Great  Chancellor  of 
the  German  Empire  ;  the  Ele&or  of  Cologn,  as  Great  Chancellor . 
of  the  Empire  in  Italy  \  the  Ele&or  of  Triers,  as  Great  Chan* : 
cellor  of  the  Empire  in  Gaul  and  Aries  ;  the  King  of  Bohemia* 
in  Quality  of  Cup-bearer  ;  the  Count  Palatine  as  high  Stew- 
ard; the  Duke  of  Saxony  zs  Grand  Marfhaj;  and  the  Margrave 
of  Brandenburg,  as  Grand  Chamberlain,  weje  the  Seven 
Electors. 

The  Duke  of  Bavaria,  tho'  in  every  Refpe£t  as  powerful  a 
Prince  as  any  of  thefe,  was  not  thought  of  upon  this  Occafion, . 
a$  haying  none  of  the  great  Offices ;  but  he  being  of  the  fame 
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Houfe  with  the  Counts  Palatine,  demanded  tofhare  the  Qua- 
lity of  Ele&or  with  them  ;  and  on  this  it  was  adually  fettled 
by  Treaty,  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  Houfes  fhould  exercifc 
that  Right  alternately ;  but  of  this  there  is  no  mention  made 
in  the  Uelden  Bull.  When  the  Emperor  thought  fit  to  deprive 
die  Eledor  Palatine,  Frederick  V.  of  that  Dignity  as  well  as  of 
his  Territories,  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  came  into  Poffeffion  of 
k,  and  kept  it,  even  by  the  Peace  of  Ofnaburgh ;  by  which  an 
Eighth  Elaborate  was  ere&ed  in  Favour  of  the  Eledor  Pala- 
tine ;  and  that  he  might  not  be  without  an  Office,  the  Dignity 
of  A rch-Treafurer  was  conferred  upon  him. 

<  In  1692,  the  Emperor  Leopold  ereded  a  Ninth  Eledorate, 
in  favour  of  Erneft-Auguftw  Duke  of  Lunenhergb,  Grandfather 
to  his  prefent  Britarmick  Majefty,  which  occafioned  very  high 
Difputes  j  but  at  length  all  Things  were  amicable  fettled.  On 
the  putting  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire, 
in  the  laft  general  War,  the  Poft  of  Arch-Treafurer  was  given 
to  ths  new  Ele£tor,  the  Ele&or  Palatine  getting  Poffeffion  again 
of  his  ancient  Title  of  High-Steward,  which  the  Eledor  of  Ba- 
varia had  kept*  But  upon  the  Peace  of  Baden,  the  Elefior  of 
Bavaria  came  again  into  Poffeffion  of  the  Ele&oral  Dignity,  and 
that  of  High  Steward ;  and  the  Poft  of  High  Treafurer  is  ever 
fince  claimed  by  both  the  Ele&ors  Palatine  and  of  Brunfwick. 

As  for  the  Election  of  a  new  Emperor,  it  is  fo  efFedually 
fettled,  that  there  cannot  now  be  any  Difputes  about  it.  The 
Eledor  of  Mentz,  in  Quality  of  Great  Chancellor  of  the  Em- 
pire, is  to  fummon  the  reft  of  the  Electors  upon  the  Demife  of 
an  Emperor,  within  the  Space  of  one  Month  after  he  receives 
Notice  of  it ;  and  the  Day  fixed  for  the  Ele&on  is  to  be  within 
the  Compafs  of  three  Months  from  that  of  his  Summons.  The 
Ele&ors  are  not  bound  to  attend  in  Perfon,  but  may  fend 
their  Ambafladors,  as  they  generally  do;  and  they  commonly 
name  three  of  thefe ;  but  if  they  negled  to  come  in  Perfon,  of 
to  fend  an  Ambaflador,  they  loie  the  Right  of  Ele&on  for  that 
Time,  The  Place  of  Election  is  Franchfort  upon  the  M<m\ 
but  that  is  not  a  Thing  indifpenfible,  yet  fo  that  the  Right  of 
the  City  of  Franckfert  muft  be  always  laved,  in  cafe  the  Elec- 
tion is  at  any  Time  made  elfewhere. 

As  foon  as  the  Diet  of  Election  is  met,  they  begin  to  fettle 
the  Capitulation,  to  which  the  Emperor,  when  eleded,  i' ro 
fwear.  This  is  done  by  the  College  of  Eleflors,  but  the  Col- 
lege of  Princes  claim  a  Right  of  approving  it ;  which  however 
is  a  Point  in  Difpute.  When  the  Capitulation  is  fixed,  the 
Ele&or  of  Mcntz  appoints  the  Day  for  the  aftual  Eledion, 
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upon  which  the  Gates /rf  the  City  are  flnrt,  and  the  Keys  de- 
livered to  that  Ele&or. 

The  Ele&ors  or  their  Ambafladors  repair  in  great  Pomp  to 
Church ;  and  when  the  Mafe  is  over,  at  which  the  Proteftants 
are  net  obliged  to  be  prefent,  they  take  a  very  folemn  Oath  to 
chufe  without  caballing,  or  a  View  to  private  Intereft,  the  Per- 
ion  that  appears  to  them  the  moft  fit  for  the  Imperial  Dignity : 
This  done,  they  retire  to  the  Sacrifty,  where  the  Eledor  of 
Meatz  afks  if  there  be  any  Impediment  known  why  they  fhonld 
not  then  proceed  to  an  Election ;  and  next  he  exads  a  Prornife, 
that  the  Perfon  fliall  be  owned  and  admitted  for  Emperor  who 
ihall  be  chofen  by  the  Majority ;  and  the  Declarations  of  the 
Electoral  Ambafladors  upon  thefe  two  Heads  are  recorded  by 
two  Notaries  of  the  Empire :  After  which  all  the  Witneflea  are 
commanded  to  withdraw. 

After  this,  the  Eledor  of  Mtnt%  colled*  die  Suffrages,  which 
are  given  viva  voce,  and  bft  of  all  he  gives  his  own.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  Perfon  chofen  fhould  have  a  Majority  of  the 
whole  Body,  and  not  a  bare  Majority  of  Votes ;  for  fuppofing 
there  were  three  Candidates,  and  one  had  four,  another  three, 
and  another  two  Voices,  this  would  be  no  Election ;  but  any 
of  the  Electors  who  has  Suffrages  for  him,  may  add  his  own  to 
make  up  the  Majority.  When  this  is  over,  the  Witneflea  that 
were  prefent  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Tranfadion,  are  again 
called  in,  and  the  Eledor  of  Ment%  declares  to  them  die  Perfon 
whom  the  Electors  have  chofen* 

The  new  Emperor  however  is  not  proclaimed,  till  himfelf, 
if  prefent,  or  his  AmbafTador,  if  abfent,  has  fworn  in  his  Name 
to  the  Capitulation  ;  and  then  the  Ele&ion  is  looked  upon  as 
innrely  com  pleat.  There  have  been  feveral  Attempts  made  to 
fettle  a  perpetual  Capitulation  ;  and  the  doing  of  this  is  looked 
upon  as  a  Point  of  great  Confequence  to  the  Empire ;  but  the 
Debates  it  has  hitherto  occafioned  in  the  Diet  of  the  Empire, 
has  hindered  it  from  being  brought  to  a  Conclufion. 

The  Emperors  were  formerly  ftiled  only  Kings  of  Germany^ 
from  the  Time  of  their  Eledion  to  the  Time  of  their  Corona- 
tion at  Rome ;  and  this  ferves  to  explain  a  Paffage  before  made 
ufe  of  in  refpedt  to  the  Emperor  Otbo,  and  his  annexing  the 
Imperial  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Germany ;  agreeable  to  which 
the  GiUen  Bull  declares,  That  the  Eledors  ought  to  chufe  a 
King  of  the  Rontons  for  their  future  Emperor.  In  refpeA  to 
this,  the  Reader  will  obferve,  that  the  Office  was  conferred  by 
the  Ek&ion,  and  only  the  Title  by  the  Coronation :  Sometimes 
the  Popes  encouraged,  and  were  very  fond  of  this ;  at  other 
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Times  they  were  uneafy  at  ihe  Emperor's  Prcfence  t  At  laft  the 
Inconvenience  grew  fo  great  on  both  Sides,  that  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  I.  declined  going  to  Rome ;  and  the  Pope  was  fo 
far  from  taking  this  ill,  that  he  granted  him  a  Bull,  which  en- 
abled him  to  take  the  Title  of  Emperor  on  bis  being  crowned 
in  Germany* 

It  remained  long  an  Article  in  the  Capitulation,  that  the  Em- 
peror fhould  endeavour  to  be  crowned  in  that  City  ;  but  at  the 
Ele&ion  of  the  Emperor  Leopold^  this  was  left  out  as  a  Thing 
needlefs,  as  being  cancelTd  by  Difuftj.  His  Coronation  in 
Germany  however  is  flill  required  by  die  Capitulation,  and  it 

fenerally  follows  the  Eledion  as  foon  as  may  be,  that  the 
;ie£tors  who  are  obliged  to  be  prefent  at  it,  to  perform  their 
arch,  or  great  Offices,  may  not  be  obliged  to  give  a  double 
Attendance.  The  Place  appointed  by  the  Golden  Bull  is  the 
City  of  Aix  la  Chapilley  in  regard  to  the  Refidence  of  Char- 
lemagne ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  he  may  be  crowned  in  any 
other  City,  faving  the  Right  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

By  the  Golden  Sully  the  Coronation  of  the  Emperor  belongs 
to  the  Archbifhop  and  Ele&or  of  Cologn  ;  out  that  is  upon  a 
Suppofition  that  the  Emperor  is  crowned  at  jfix9  which  is 
within  his  Diocefe  j  and'  therefore  when  he  is  crowned  elfe- 
where,  the  Ceremony  is  performed  by  the  Ele&or  of  Mentz,  if 
the  Place  which  happens  to  be  made  choice  of  for  that  pom- 
pous Solemnity,  is  fituated  within  the  Diocefe  of  Mentz  \ 
and  in  the  Cities  that  are  in  neither  of  their  Diocefes,  he  and 
the  Ele&or  of  Cologn  enjoy  this  Honour  by  turns.  When  the 
Emperor  is  feated  on  the  Throne,  the  Ele&or  of  Saxony  puts 
into  his  Hand  the  Sword  of  Charles  the  Great)  with  which  he 
makes  fome  Knights  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of  his  own 
Motive,  and  is  obliged  alfo  to  make  others  who  are  nominated 
by  the  refpe&ive  Ele&ors. 

When  he  comes  to  dine  in  the  great  Hall,  he  has  the  Table 
to  himfelf,  which  is  raifed  two  Steps  higher  than  thofeof  the 
Electors,  and  is  ferved  by  Counts  of  the  Empire  ;  whereas  the 
Ele&ors,  who  have  each  of  them  his  Table,  are  ferved  only 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  their  refpe&ive  Courts.  Such  of  them  as 
affift  at  this  Ceremony  in  Perfon,  fit  and  eat  at  their  own  Ta- 
bles ;  but  thofe  who  are  reprefcnted  by  their  Ambafiadors,  have 
only  Tables  covered  for  them  with  empty  Plates,  at  which  the 
Ambaflador  does  not  fit  down.  The  Coronation  of  the  Em- 
peror is  not  only  a  great  Ceremony,  but  a  very  fignificant  one 
alfo  t  for  it  keeps  up  all  the  great  Offices,  and  ferves  toV/e 
the  Authority  and  Dignity  of  the  Emperor,  by  fhcwing  birriV* 
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fuch  high  Luftre  to  all  who  are  prefent  upon  the  Occafion,  at 
his  Entrance  upon  his  Government. 

We  are  now  to  fpeak  of  the  King  of  the  Romans,  which  is  a 
Title  that  has  had  two  very  different  Significations,  as  relating  to 
two  different  Perfons.  From  the  Time  of  his  Ele&ion  to  that 
of  his  Coronation,,  the  Perfon  vefted  with  the  Imperial  Dignity 
is  ftiled  King  of  the  Romans*  and  the  Preemptive  Succeffor, 
ele&ed  in  the  Life-time  of  the  Emperor,  is  alio  ftilcd  Kins;  of 
the  Romans  ;  but  fmce  the  Emperors  are  no  longer  crowned. -at 
Rome,  this  Diftin&ion  is  loft  j  and  we  mean  now  by  the  King  of 
the  Romans,  only  the  laft  mentioned  Perfon  :  And  the  only 
Reafon  I  mention  the  Diftindion  here,  is  to  let  the  Reader  fee, 
that  the  King  of  the  Romans,  mentioned  in  the  Golden  Bull,  is 
not  the  laft,  out  the  firft  of  thefe  Perfons  :  For  as  to  a  Succef- 
for, and  his  Ele&ion  duriiig  the  Life  of  the  Poffeflbr,  there  is 
no  Diredion  at  all  given  in  this  Bull,  but  it  came  afterwards 
by  an  Agreement  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Ele&ors,  for. 
the  common  Benefit  of  the  Empire. 

At  prefent  the  King  of  the  Romans  is  chofen,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  at  the  Requeft  and  for  the  Eafe  of  the  reigning  Emperor, 
with  all  the  Ceremonies  that  the  Golden  Bull  requires  for  the 
Ele&ion  of  an  Emperor ;  and  yet  this  Ele&ion  gives  rather  a 
Title  than  an  Office  ;  for  the  King  of  the  Romans  by  an  ex- 
prefe  Article  in  his  Capitulation,  promifes  not  to  intermeddle 
with  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  during  the  Life  of  the  Emperor; 
but  upon  his  Demife,  he  becomes  Emperor  upon  his  Corona- 
tion without  any  fecond  Ele&ion,  It  is  true,  that  in  the  Ca- 
pitulation fworn  to  by  the  Emperor  Matthias,  there  was  an  Ar- 
ticle inferted,  that  if  the  Emperor,  being  duly  requefted  by  the 
Electors  to  yield  to  the  Choice  of  a  King  of  the  Romans,  Ihould 
itfufe,  without  rendering  a  folid  Reafon,  they  (hould  be  at  Li- 
berty to  ele&  a  King  of  the  Romans  without  his  Confent :  But 
fince  that  Time  this  Article  has  been  omitted;  probably,  bc- 
caufe  it  was  ambiguous,  and  could  be  of  little  ufe,  fince  there 
was  no  Judge  to  determine  whether  any  Reafon  die  Emperor 
thought  fit  to  affigh,  was  folid  Reafon  or  not. 

When  therefore  there  is  no  King  of  the  Romans,  and  by  the 
Demife  of  the  Emperor  the  Throne  becomes  vacant,  the  Gcldm 
Bull  has  provided  for  the  Administration  of  the  Government, 
by  the  Ele&ors  Palatine  and  .of  Saxony,  who  have  the  Title  of 
Vicars  of  the  Empire  j  and  this  they  feem  to  have  in  Right  of 
their  rcfpc&ivc  Offices,  the  one  of  Count  Palatine,  the  other 
of  Arch-Marfhal  of  the  Empire;  but  when  it  is  faid,  that  thefe 
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Prqvifiotts  are  made  by  the  Golden  Bully  it  does  not  Follow  that 
they  did  not  exift  before,  but  only  that  they  were  ascertained 
and  confirmed  by  it. 

The  Difputes  between  the  Ele&brs  of  Bavaria  and  Palatine 
have  interfered  very  much  in  this,  both  claiming  to  be  Vicars, 
4  and  both  in  their  Turns  have  enjoyed  It ;  but  at  prefent,  this 
Difference  is  adjudged  by  an  Agreement  between  the  two  Fami- 
lies, fo  that  the  Empire  differed  no  Prejudice  from  it  in  the  two 
laft  Vacancies.  Each  of  thefe  Vicars  has  his  Diftrift,  and  they 
have  likewife  an  Aulic  Council,  which  is  called  the  Tribunal  of 
the  Vicariate  j  and  it  is  provided  by  the  Golden  Bull,  that  the 
Ads  of  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire,  during  the  Vacancy,  {hall  be 
valid  and  binding;  but  to  prevent  Difputes,  and  for  the  greater 
Security,  Care  is  taken  to  infert  an-  Article  in  the  new  Empe- 
ror's Capitulation,  by  which  he  proniifes  to  ratify  and  confirm 
in  the  fulleft  Manner  poffible,  whatever  the  Vickrs  of  the  Em- 
pire have  done  during  the  Time  of  the  Vacancy. 

We  fometimes  meet  in  the  German  Hiftory,  with  Vicars  of 
the  Emperor  as  well  as  Vicars  of  the  Empire  5  and  indeed  thefe 
Offices  differ  widely :  For,  by  Virtue  of  hia  Imperial  Dignity, 
the  Emperor  may,  if  he  pleafes  delegate  his  Power  to  any 
Prince  in  the  Empire,  when  it  fo  happens  that  be  is  not  in  a 
Condition  to  execute  it  himfelf.  But  then  this  Vicar  is  very 
far  from  having  the  Power*  of  a  Vicar  of  the  Empire ;  for,  in 
the  firft  place,  he  is  accountable  to  the  Emperor,  who  may 
revoke  or  annul  whatever  he.  has  done  by  Virtue  of  that  delegared 
Power;  and  befides  this,  his  Office  depends  entirely  upon  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Emperor,  who  may  refume  ot  determine  it 
whenever  he  pleafes. 

There  is  alfo  a  Vicariate  of  the  Empire  in  Italy,  which  has 
been  generally  executed  by  the  Dukes  of  Savoy ;  but  as  this  is 
a  Matter  of  fome  Perplexity,  does  not  immediately  relate  to  our 
prefent  Subje&,  and  may  be  confiderfed  hereafter  in  another 
Place,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  dwelling  on  it  here ;  only  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  from  the  lateft  Pra&ice,  in  cafe  of 
the  Vacancy  of  the  Empire,  it  feems  that  the  Affair9  of  Italy 
fall  under  the  Dire&ion  of  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire  appointed 
by  the  Golden  Bully  and  as  to  any  Power  granted  to  the  Duke 
of  Savoy \  or  any  other  Prince,  by  a  reigning  Emperor,  that  can 
only  make  him  the  Emperor's  Vicar  in  Italy,  and  doth  not  veft 
him  with  the  Quality  of  Vicar  of  the  Empire ;  which  Offices, 
as  the  Reader  will  now  clearly  perceive,  are  very  diftinft  and 
different  Thu*.  fc 
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It  will  alfo  appear,  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  unlefi.  an 
Emperor  is  defirous  of  having  a  Succeflbr  appointed  in  his  Life- 
time, there  can  be  no  folia  Reafon  afligncd  for  the  Eledors 
giving  him  an  Aflbciate  under  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Ramans  ; 
nnce  the  Emperor,  if  he  pleafes,  may  devolve  any  Part  of  his 
Authority,  for  his  own  Eafe  and  the  Good  of  the  Empire,  upon 
any  Prince  he  thinks  proper,  with  the  Charafier  of  his  Vicar  ; 
and  with  this  additional  Advantage,  that  he  may  be  called  to 
account  for  his  Adminiftration  in  that  Quality,  which  in  the 
other  Cafe  might  not  be  fo  eafy. 

This  Diftin&ion  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire  is 
ncceflary  alfo  in  many  other  Cafes ;  and  that  we  may  know  how 
to  make  it,  where  and  whenever  it  becomes  neceffary,  we  will 
endeavour  to  explain  the  Relation  there  is  between  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Empire  and  its  Head  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  the 
Emperor,  and  the  Princes  and  other  Powers  of  the  Empire. 
This  the  very  beft  Authors  on  the  Publick  or  Conftttutiwal  Law, 
as  it  is  ftiled  in  Germany,  own  to  be  a  very  difficult  thing,  and 
it  appears  the  more  fo  from  their  differing  about  it. 

But  if  we  confider  that  the  Empire  was  firft  hereditary,  and 
the  Territories  held  by  the  Lords  of  all  Ranks  and  Denomi- 
nations were  Fiefsr  granted  to  thofe  Lords  by  Inveftiture ;  and  if 
we  farther  refle&,  that  when  the  Race  of  Charlemagne  ceafed  to 
govern  Germany,  the  Princes  and  Lords  of  their  own  Motive 
preferred  the  ancient  Conftitution,  and  refolved,  by  giving 
themfelves  a  Head,  to  continue  the  Empire,  we  (hall  underftand 
this  Matter  clearly.  Their  Sovereignty  appears  in  this  Refolu- 
tion :  If  they  had  been  under  any  Matter,  they  could  not  have 
t&en  it ;  but  being  under  none,  they  aflbciated  themfelves  in  a 
certain  Manner,  and  on  certain  Conditions ;  the  Performance  of 
which  includes  all  that  is  properly  called  Duty  to  the  Empire. 

But  as  this  Conftitution  implies  fome  Center  of  Dignity, 
feme  Head  or  Chief,  by  which  the  Majefty  of  the  Empire  may 
be  rendered  vifible,  and  its  Laws  be  put  in  Execution,  they 
agree  to  chufe  an  Emperor  for  this  Purpofe.  In  confequence 
of  this  Choice,  they  are  to  receive  from  him,  or  before  his 
Jhrone,  the  Inveftiture  of  their  Dominions  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
Ele&ors  and  Princes  are  to  do  this ;  for  as  to  Counts  and  free 
Cities,  they  obtain  their  Inveftitures  from  the  Aulic  Council ; 
but  this  marks  no  more  than  their  Submiffion  to  the  Empire ; 
wnce  as  it  is  their  Duty  to  demand,  it  is  no  lefs  the  Emperor's 
to  bellow ;  and  this  he  promifes  upon  Oath,  amongft  other 
Articles  in  his  Capitulation, 
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The  Members  of  the  Empire  therefore,  are  dependent  upon 

it,  that  from  their  Union  they  may  derive  Prote&ion ;  and  they 

are  dependent  on  the  Emperor,  becaufe  in  him  rcfides  the  Ma- 

jefty  of  the  Empire  ;  in  all  other  Refpe&s  they  are  independent 

.  and  free.  We  may  hence  difcern,  that  every  thing  done  againft 

,  a  Prince  wearing  the  Imperial  Crown,  is  not  done  againft  the 

Emperor.     For  fuch  a  Prince  may  have  other  Dominions  and 

other  Titles,  and  what  concern  him  in  refped  to  them  does  not 

,  concern  him  as  Emperor  ;  and  therefore  nothing  relating  to 

Things  or  Perfons  out  of  the  Empire,  can  be  conftrued  to  the 

Prejudice  of  any  Prince  or  Power  of  the  Empire. 

But  to  a&  againft  the  Emperor  in  Quality  of  Head  or  Chief 
of  the  Empire,  is  a  Crime  againft  the  Nature  of  that  Confede- 
racy, which  conftitutes  the  Empire,  and  renders  the  Member 
committing  it  liable  to  Punifhment  for  it,  according  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Empire.  Yet  this  is  no  Infringement  on  the  Sovereignty 
of  fuch  a  Member,  becaufe  he  acquires  and  enjoys  it  under  the 
Covenant  of  being  true  and  loyal  to  the  Empire;  and  if  he  con- 
tinues fo,  muft  be  fecure  of  their  Affiftancc,  which  is  an  Equi- 
valent for  the  Duty  expe&ed  from  him. 

This  Account,  fimple  and  eafy  as  it  is,  of  the  Relation  be- 
tween the  States  compofing  the  facred  Rjomijb  Empire,  fuffi- 
ciently  explains  the  Reafonablenefs  and  Juftice  of  proceeding 
againft  any  Prince  or  State  of  the  Empire,  wanting  in  his  or  its 
Duty,  or  departing  from  their  Fidelity,  by  putting  them  under 
the  dan  of  the  Empire.  This  at  nrft  fight  feems  to  wound 
even  mortally  the  Notion  of  Sovereign  Authority  in  thefe 
Princes ;  for  if  Sovereigns,  how  fliajl  they  be  judged  ?  But 
when  moreclofelv  examined,  this  Obje&ion  will  not  appear  (o 
weighty.  The  sovereignty  of  thefe  Princes  fprings  from  that 
Union  which  conftitutes  the  Empire,  and  therefore  this  Power 
is  neccflary  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Empire,  fo  that  the  Sub- 
jedion  arifes  from  the  Confent  of  thefe  Sovereigns,  and  the 
runifhment  is  fuitablc  to  this  Notion  of  the  Thing  ;  viz.  De- 

Civation  of  thofe  Territories  which  render  fuch  Princes  Mem- 
rs  of  the  Empire* 

It  is  very  true,  that  there  are  fome  old  Examples  of  putting 
Perfons  to  Death  for  Treafon  againft  Emperors,  but  this  ex- 
tended no  farther  than  Counts  of  the  Empire.  It  is  alfo  true, 
that  Charles  V.  not  only  deprived  the  Ele&or  of  Saxay,  and 
the  Landgrave  of  Heffe^  of  their  Dominions,  but  alfo  pafled 
Sentence  of  Death  "on  the  former,  though  he  forbore  to  put  it 
in  Execution.    But  this  was  done,  not  in  the  old  legal  Way, 
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ky  8trt  Aflembly  of  the  adjacent  States,  but  67  the  Aulic  Coun«* 
cil  cftabliihed  by  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  and  was  considered 
as  one  of  thofe  Stretches  of  Power  which  brought  on  the  fuc- 
cceding  Civil  Wars. 

.  The  Deprivation  of  the  Ele£br  Palatine  on  the  Score  of  the 
War  in  Bobemia>  had  fomething  more  of  Formality  in  it,  buf 
ftill  was  far  enough  from  being  legal,  or  from  being  confidered 
as  fuch  by  the  unbiafled  Powers  of  the  Empire  j  who  therefore 
took  the  firft  Opportunity  of  doing  the  Defcendent  of  that 
Prince  Juftice,  by  reftoring  him  to  his  Dignity  and  Domi- 
nions. 

Since  that  Time,  and  indeed  in  our  own*  the  Eleflors  of 
Bavaria  and  Cologne  have  been  put  under  the  Ban  of  the  Em- 
pire with  far  greater  Reafon,  and  wijth  much  more  Shew  of 
juftice  ;  and  yet  the  States  of  the  Empire  were  not  fatisfied, 
but  provided  by  an  exprefs  Article  in  the  Capitulation  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  VL  that  no  Member  of  the  Empire  fhould  be 
put  under  the  Ban  without  being  heard,  arid  without  the  Opt* 
nion  and  Confent  of  all  the  Eledors,  Princes,  and  States  of  the 
Empire 'firft  had  and  obtained,  &c.  Thus  it  appears  clearly, 
that  the  Ban  of  the  Empire  is  a  Punifliment  founded  in  the  Na- 
ture of  the  Government*  derogates  little  or  nothing  from  the 
Sovereignty  of  Princes,  who  derive,  their  Sovereignty  from  and 
are  fupported  therein  by  that  Conftitution,  and  is  now  fo  effec- 
tually regulated  as  to  be  no  longer  liable  to  Abufes. 

The  Emperors  themfelves  are  not  above  Law,  or  free  from 
the  Danger  of  feeling  its  Effedts,  if  they  digrefs  from  their 
Duty.  The  Electors  have  claimed,  and  even  executed  a  Right 
of  depofing  as  well  as  choofing  Emperors,  and  the  fame  Thing 
has  been  done  other  Ways.  At  prefent  we  fee  the  Capitulations 
are  drawn  up  and  fworn  to,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  a  rigorous 
Method  of  Proceeding,  from  whence,  how  well  founded  focver, 
raft  Inconveniencies  muft  enfue  ;  but  if  in  hreich  of  his  Capi- 
tulation a  German  Emperor  fhould  attempt  to  fubvert  the  Con* 
flitution,  there  is  not  the  lead  Doubt  that  the  College  of  Eleo 
tors  have  a  Right  to  rfemonftrate  again  ft  his  Condu&»  and  if 
that  has  no  Efted  (in  Conjun&ion  with  the  Diet)  to  apply  pro- 
per Remedies  to  reftratn  him. 

But  after  infilling  fo  leng  on  the  fuperior  or  fupreme  Ja- 
rifdidion,  it  is  very  natural  to  defcend  to  the  ordinary  Tri* 
bunals  of  Courts  of  Juftice.  According  to  the  original  Con* 
fiitution  of  the  Empire,  there  was  the  greateft  Care  imaginable 
taken  .for  the  Diftributton  and  Execution  of  Juftice  by.th* 
Counts,  within  their  Jurifdifiions  \  and*  by  Appeals  from  them; 
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in  the  Emperors  Courts,  before  the  Count  Palatine.  Wberf 
the  Power  however  of  the  Emperors  came  to  decline,  this  DU 
ftribution  of  Juftice,  which  depended  entirely  thereupon,  came 
to  be  interrupted.  This  Mifchief  was  foon  perceived,  but  not 
lb  foon  remedied  $  various*  Attempts  indeed  were  made,  but  all 
proved  partial,  raoft  of  them,  ineffectual. 

At  laft,  the  Inconveniences'  grew  fo  many,  and  fo  great, 
that  the  States  follicited  the  Help  of  feveral  Emperors,  for 
conftitutine  a  Court  which  might  anfwer  the  End  propofcd,  of 
having  Juftice  impartially  adminiftered  in  great  as  well  as  in 
finall  Caufes.  Ferdinand  Ul.  abfolutely  refufed  his  Confent,  bat 
in  the  Reign  of  his  Son  Maximilian  I.  this  great  Point  was  fet- 
tled, and  fuch  a  Court  erected  under  the  Title  of  The  Imperial 
Chamber^  at  Wormy  in  1495,  removed  to  Spire  1533,.  and  after 
the  French  had  barbaroufly  ruined  the  Palatinate,  to  tVitxkr  in 
1696.  The  Members  of  this  great  Court  of  Juftice  were,  a 
Judge  of  the  Chamber,  fourPreudents,  and  fifty  Affeflbrs ;  but 
in  17 19,  this  Number  was  leflened  by  one  half,  and  thefe  are 
to  be  part  Proteftants,  and  part  Papifts. 

The  Reafon  why  the  Emperors  were  averfe  to  die  forming 
fo  neceflary  a  Tribunal,'was,  becaufe  they  had  always  Hopes  of 
recovering  this  loft  Flower  of  their  Prerogative,  by  bringing  all 
Caufes  in  the  laft  Refort  before  a  Tribunal  of  their  own  ap- 
pointing, whereas  the  Emperor  names  only  the  Judge  and  Pre- 
sidents of  the  Imperial  Chamber.  What  former  Emperors  had 
endeavoured  in  vain  by  Authority,  Maximilian  obtained  by  Po- 
licy. He  forefaw  that  the  large  Expence  of  the  Imperial  Cham- 
ber, which  fell  entirely  on  the  States  of  the  Empire,  would 
make  them  unattentive  to  their  new  Tribunal ;  and  fo  it  fell 
out.  They  knew  the  Importance  of  it,  they  ftruggled  to  ob- 
tain itt  but  they  negleded  its  Support. 

The  wife  Emperor,  to  provide  for  the  Adminiftration  of 
Juftice,  at  fuch  Times  as  thefe  Accidents  kept  the  Imperial 
Chamber  clofe,  revived  his  AuUt  Council  \  and  to  (hew  his 
Moderation,  defired  the  States  to  add  to  the  Number  of  Affef- 
fbrs  eight,  though  the  Emperor  allows  Salaries  to  them  all.  By 
this  Means  he  drew  all  the  Caufes  before  his  own  Tribunal, 
by  keeping  it  ever  open,  and  the  Seats  well  filled ;  and  by 
taking  Care  to  fee  the  Sentences  pronounced,  duly  and  fpeedi- 
ly  executed. 

•  The  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empirt  quickly  faw  their  Er- 
ror, and  that  the  Emperor  had  made  ufe  of  their  Negligence  to 
fccure  what,  if  they  had  not  loft  their  Opportunity,  muft  have 
always  depended  on  them.  They  did  not  fail  to  remonftrate 
and  cxpoftulatc  on  this  Subject,  end  to  reprefcnt  it  as  an  In- 
fringe- 
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frirtgenWrit  on  the  G&mamtk  Conftitution,  by  which  the  Impe- 
rial Chamber  ought  not  only  to  be  the  fupreine,  but  the  folc 
Tribunal  of  that  Kind. 

To  this,  however,  the  Emperor  returned  very  plaufible  An- 
fwers.  Heobferved,  that  in  erefling  the  Imperial  Chamber  he 
had  complied  with  the  Defires  of  the  States;  and  by  eftablifhing 
the  Asdic  Council,  he  had  provided  for  the  conftant  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  Juftice  ;  he  infilled  that  he  had  performed  his  Duty  in 
both  Refpefts,  that  he  was  not  accountable  for  the  Want  of 
Judges  in  one  Court,  and  that  he  deferved  Thanks  for  the 
Pains  he  took  to  fupply  the  Deficiency  of  one  Tribunal  by  the 
other. 

After  all  thefe  Difputes  therefore,  thefe  two  fupreme  Courts 
fobfift,  and  that  too  in  fome  Meafurewith  equal  Authority  ; 
for  which  firft  poffeffes  a  Caufe,  thereby  retains  it  j  but  fome 
Points,  fuch  as  the  referred  Rights  of  the  Emperor,  belong  to 
the  Aulk  Council,  but  both  receive  Appeals  from  inferior  Ju- 
rifdi&icms,  and  decide  dubious  Titles.  The  Sentences  in  both 
Courts  are  fubjecl:  to  a  Revifion,  and  in  cafe  of  Injuftice  there 
may  be  a  Complaint  made  to  the  Diet. 

In  this  Circumftance  alone  thefe  Tribunals  differ,  viz,  that 
the  Imperial  Chamber  fubfifts  during  a  Vacancy  of  the  Throne, 
when  Juftice  is  done  in  the  Name  of  the  Vicars  of  the  Em- 
pire ;  but  the  Aulk  Council  is  immediately  diffolved  by  the  Death 
of  the  Emperor,  and  a  new  one  cannot  be  named  till  an  Em- 
peror is  elected. 

But  before  we  part  with  this  Subjecl,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
fay  fomewhat  more  particularly  of  this  Aulk  Council,  which 
confifts  of  a  Prefident,  a  Vice  Prefident,  and  feventeen  Affef- 
fors,  of  whom  fix  are  Proteftants  ;  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
Empire  hath  alfo  a  Right  to  a  Seat  therein,  and  all  the  Decrees 
tfluing  from  hence,  pafs  through  his  Hands,  and  are  direded  by 
him  to  ttaofe  who  are  to  put  them  in  Execution.     It  is  by  the 

feat  Weight  and  extenfive  Influence  of  this  Court,  that  the 
mperors  are  enabled  to  make  their  Authority  more  felt  than 
one  would  imagine  was  poflible,  confidering  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Germmick  Body,  and  the  Stipulations  about  this  Matter  ia 
the  Treaty  of  Ofnaburgh* 

The  Papifts  and  Proteftants  both  complain  of  the  too  great 
Authority  of  this  Tribunal,  and  the  latter,  with  too  much 
Reafon,  of  its  Partiality ;  but  hitherto  they  have  not  been 
able  to  agree  upon  the  Means  of  repreffing  or  reftraining  it 
within  Bounds,  and  thereby  reftoring  to  the  true  Court  of 
the  Empire,  viz,  the  Imperial  Chamber >  its  original  and  legajl 
Jurifcli&ioii. 
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But  if  the  Prirfces  and  States*  have  an  Intereft  one  Way, 
the  Emperor  has  no  lefs  vifibly  an  Intereft  the  other  j?  for  by 
Virtue  of  Appeals  from  the  Tribunals  of  other  Princes,  he  finds 
Means  to  draw  out  of  it  a  kind  of  coercive  Authority.  We 
are  however  to  obferve,  that  the  Electors,  and  even  fome  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  fuch  as  the  Archdukes  of  AuflriaznA 
the  Dukes  of  Saxony,  are  exempted  from  this  Dependence; 
that  is  to  fay,  their  Subjefts  have  no  Right  at  all  to  thofe  Ap- 
peals :  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes  in  like  manner  are  exempted,  and 
fo  are  Criminal  Caufes,  becaufe  of  the  ma»y  Inconveniencies 
and  Delays  that  muft  neceflarily  attend  fuch  Appeals  in  both. 

By  this  Court,  and  the  Exerciie  of  his  referved  Rights,  the 
Emperor's  Power  appears,  and  by  a  dexterous  Ufe  of  them  be 
avails  himfelf  of  his  Dignity,  notwithftanding  all  the  Reftric- 
tions  by  which  it  is  bounded.  By  referved  Rights,  are  meant 
the  Prerogatives  annexed  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  and  are 
chiefly  thefe,  viz.  Granting  to  all  the  Princes  the  Inveftiture 
of  their  Dominions,  which  has  been  explained;  conferring 
Titles,  fuch  as  Princes  and  Counts  of  die  Empire,  making 
Cities,  founding  Univerfities,  granting  Fairs,  and  other  fuch 
like  Advantages ;  in  giving  Difpenfations  with  refped  to  Age, 
that  Princes  may  the  fooner  come  to  govern  their  own  Domi- 
nions, without  waiting  the  Clofe  of  tedious  Minorities,  which 
are  always  deftru&ive ;  in  deciding  difputes  about  Rank  and 
Precedency,  and  granting  for  once  .only  a  vacant  Seat  in  every 
Chapter  of  the  Empire,  which  is  filled  the  Right  of  Prime 
Precesj  and  is  equivalent  to  the  Prerogative  or  the  Primacy 
called  an  Option. 

In  none  of  thefe  Points  however  he  is  abfolutely  at  Liberty ; 
for  as  to  Fiefs,  he  is  bound  to  beftowlnveftitures  as  the  Laws 
direct ;  as  to  Titles,  he  promifes  to  beftow  them  only  on  wor- 
thy Perfons,  and  who  have  Eftates  fufficient  to  fupport  them*, 
and  wheir*beftowed,  they  only  give  Name  and  Refped.  To 
acquire  Power  and  Privileges,  thefe  Princes  and  Counts,  after 
their  Creation  by  the  Emperor,  muft  have  the  Confent  of  their 
rcfpe&ive  Bodies,  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  fit  and  vote';  yet 
fome  Titles  are  of  great  Coufequence,  as  for  Inftance,  enno- 
bling Ladies  that  are  inferior  by  Birth  to  Princes,  who  incline 
to  efpoufe  them,  and  thereby  legitimating  their  Dependents; 
who  othei  wife,  on  account  of  that  Inequality  of  Birth,  are  con- 
fidered  as  incapable  of  Succeffion.  In  Cafes  of  Minority,  no 
Wrong  muft  be  done  to  the  natural  Guardian  of  the  Prince,  and 
in  all  the  other  Cafes  many  Cautions  are  to  be'ufed  j  notwith- 
ftanding all  which,  fuch  are  the  Politicks  of  this  Court,  tha: 
thefe  Imperial  Prerogatives  are  attended  with  many,  and  thofe 
.f  oa  very  confiderable  Advantages..  After 
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After  reviewing  feparately  the  Powers  of  the  Emperor  and 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  we  are  next  to  regard  them  as  acting 
conjunctly  in  the  Diets,  or  Affemblies  of  the  States  of  the  % 
Empire,  where  the  Germanitk  Body  appears  in  its  fuU  Luftre, 
and  in-which  the  Lcgiflative  Power  of  the  Empire  rendes.  It 
would  be  needlefs  to  detain  the  Reader  with  an  Account  of  the 
Differences  between  the  ancient  and  modern  Diets,  as  the 
Diet  is  now  become  neceflary  and  perpetual,  this  that  now 
fujbfifts  having  fat  fince  1653;  neither  is  it  requifite  to  dwell 
on  the  Manner  of  convoking  and  opening  this  Aflembly,  as 
thefe  are  not  at  all  like  to  occur  in  our  Days  5  and  therefore 
let  us  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  every  Prince  and 
State,  every  Prelate,  Count  and  free  City  of  the  Empire,  has 
a  Right  to  a  Seat  in  this  Diet,  which  the  Princes  claim  before 
Inveftiture,  the  Prelates  before  they  receive  their  Bulls,  and 
the  Guardians  of  young  Princes  during  the  Minority  of  their 
Wards. 

The  Emperor,  when  prefent  at  the  Place  where  the  Diet  is 
held  (nfgally  at  RatiJbony  but  may  be  held  in  any  City  of  the 
Empire)  prefides  there  in  Perfon ;  when  abfent,  he  does  fo 
virtually  by  his  CommiiTary,  or  firft  Commiflloner,  who  lays 
before  the  Aflembly  whatever  he  receives  Orders  from  his  Ma- 
fter  to  propofe,  which  is  done  by  the  Communication  of  what 
is  called  the  CommiJJirial  Decree. 

The  Director,  or  as  we  would  phrafe  it,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Diet,  is  the  Elector  of  Mentz^  in  Quality  of  Chance!  tor  of  the 
Empire  ;  and  therefore  he  has  a  Chancery  there,  to  which  ail 
Things  are  addrefled  that  are  to  come  before  the  Diet ;  and 
thefe  are  made  known  and  publiflied  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Elector  of  Mentz,  reading  the  Papers,  which  are  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  Secretaries  of  the  other  Minifters  of  the  States 
at  the  Diet ;  and  this  is  what  they  call  per  Dittaturamy  whence* 
the  Expreffion  of  tranfmitting  Memorials  or  other  Papers  of 
State  to  the  Diftature  of  the  Empire. 

it  is  common  in  all  the  Accounts  we  have  of  Debates  in 
the  German  Diets,  to  find  Mention  made  of  fevcral  Colleges  ; 
and  this  makes  it  proper  to  take  Notice,  that  the  Diet  or  ge* 
nera!  Aflembly  of  the  States  is  confidered  as  divided  into  or 
forming  three  diftinct  Colleges,  each  of  which  has  its  parti- 
cular Director.  The  firft  is  that  of  the  Electors,  -in  which 
the  Elector  of  Mentz  directs,  not  in  Quality  of  Chancellor  of 
the  Empire,  but  as  being  the  firft  Elector,  or  as  fome  phrafe  it, 
Dean  of  the  College. 

The  fecond  is  ftiled  the  College  of  Princes,  in  which  fit 
not  only  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  Princes  of  Germany^  but 
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the  Prelates  alfo,  who  are  not  confidered  as  Princes,  and  the 
Counts  of  the  Empire  i  but  with  refpe&  to  their  Votes,  there 
is  a  wide  Difference  j  for  the  Princes  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
vote  diftinc"tly,  that  is,  each  of  them  has  a  (ingle  Vote;  but 
the  Prelates  and  Counts  vote  by  Benches,  each  otthofe  Benches 
having  only  one  Vote. 

The  Prelates  are  divided  into  two  Benches,  viz.  of  the  Rbmt 
and  Swabla^  but  the  Counts  into  four,  of  the  Weterau^  Sow- 
bia>  Franamia^  and  IVeJlpballa.  Neither  thefe  Counts,  nor 
their  Minifter,  attend  at  the  Diet;  they  content  themfelves 
with  fending  a  Minifter  for  each  Bench  to  maintain  their 
Rights,  and  to  give  their  Suffrages  when  demanded.  The  Archr 
duke  of  Ju/iria,  and  the  Archhifliop  of  Saltzburgb>  are  Di- 
rectors of  the  College  of  Princes,  and  officiate  alternately  as  the 
Subjects  of  their  Deliberations  fall  out*  and  it  is  for  this  Rea- 
fon  the  Archduke  of  Jujlrias  Minifter  fits  on  the  Right-hand 
Bench  amongft  the  fpiritual  Princes. 

The  third  "College  is  that  of  the  fret  Cities  of  the  Empire; 
and  the  Director  of  that  College  is  the  Minifter  of  the  City,  in 
which  the  Diet  happens  to  fit.  The  two  former  Colleges  arc 
filled  Superiour ;  and  indeed,  as  we  (hall  prefently  (hew,  they 
are  in  Effect  the  Diet. 

In  all  thefe  Colleges  the  Sentiment  of  the  Majority  is  con* 
fidered  as  that  of  the  Body,  except  in  fome  particular  Cafes  re- 
guUted  by  the  Treaty  of  ()fnaburgh9  in  which  the  Confentof  the 
whole  is  ftill  neceflary.  Thefe  are,  whatever  concerns  Religion) 
what  relates  to  the  Empire  as  a  collective  Body ;  and  in  a  Caie 
in  which  all  the  Papifts  are  on  one  Side,  and  all  the  Protcftanu 
on  the  other  j  for  here,  as  in  many  other  Inftances,  this,  how- 
ever unequal  the  Number  of  Votes  may  be,  is  notwithftanding 
looked  on  *s  an  equal  Divifion.  The  Affair  of  Contributions 
was  propofed  to  have  been  added  to  thefe  Cafes,  but  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Diet,  where  it  has  never  been  fettled,  and  fo  is 
much  in  the  fame  State  as  if  it  had  been  actually  declared  ooe 
of  thefe  Cafes, 

When  any  Point  comes  before  the  Diet,  it  is  firft  delibe- 
rated and  debated  in  the  College  of  Electors,  next  in  that  of 
Princes :  If  thefe  Colleges  differ,  they  endeavour  to  reconcile 
them  by  a  kind  of  Free  Conference*  at  which  only  the  Direc- 
tors affift,  with  fuch  as  the  Colleges  think  fit  to  name  in  Con- 
junction with  them.  When  by  thefe  Conferences  the  Colleges 
are  brought  to  a  Concurrence,  then  their  joint  Opinion  is 
fignified  to  the, third  College,  and  they  are  invited  to  accede 
to  it  j  but  if  they  do  not,  the  former  is  digefted  and  engrofled 
in  the  Chancery,  and  delivered  to  the  Emperor's  ComiOT&ry 
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with  the  Tide  of  the  Opinion  of  the  Empire ;  only  Mention7 
is  made  at  the  Clofe  of  it,  what  was  the  Opinion  of  the  third 
College. 

It  has  been  a  Point  debated  with  great  Warmth,  whether 
according  to  the  Germanick  Conftitution,  the  Opinion  of  the 
Majority  of  the  Colleges  be  properly  the  Sentiments  of  the  Em- 
pire ;  a  Queftion  of  Importance,  no  doubt,  and  therefore  not 
Tike  to  be  decided  before  the  Greek  Kalends,  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  Practice  is  as  we  have  ftated  it. 

After  the  Ceremonies  before  mentioned,  this  Opinion  of  the 
Colleges  is  tranfmitted  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  who.  gives  it  his 
Approbation,  and  then  it  is  publifhed  in  his  Name,  as  a  Re- 
fihdim  of  the  Empire,  the  States  are  exhorted  to  obey  it,  and 
all  the  Tribunals  in  the  tmpire  are  directed  to  confider  it  a* 
&ch. 

But  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  this  Matter  will  yet  remain 
in  fome  meafure  obfeure,  if  we  do  not  explain  the  Subjects  that 
come  in  this  Manner  before  the  Diet.  In  the  firft  place  the 
Diets  make  Laws,  explains  Laws,  and  decides  ambiguous  Cafes; 
and  therefore  whenever  the  Julie  Council  prefumes  to  do  this, 
they  confider  it  as  a  real  and  dangerous  Infringement ;  next  they 
are  to  be  consulted  in  making  War,  in  which  the  Emperpr  can 
do  nothing  without  them,  even  though  it  mould  be  attended 
with  Circumftances  that  ever  fo  manifeftly  concern  the  Em* 
pire. 

When  War  is  declared  the  Diet  appoints  the  Field- Marfhai 
who  is  to  command  the  Army,  and  afligns  him  alfo  a  Council 
of  War  >  nay,  after  War  is  declared,  in  any  Cafe  but  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Empire,  any  Prince  may  notwithftanding  re- 
main neuter,  as  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  did  in  1672,  when  the 
Empire  entered  into  a  War  to  fave  the  Duicb,  and  in  the  laft 
War  occafioned  by  the  Election  of  the  prefect  King  of  Po- 
land. The  Diet  l&ewife  fettles  the  Expence  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  Quota  which  each  Prince  or  State  is  rated  at,  is 
ftiled  his  Contingent ;  thefe  are  governed  by  old  Precedents,  and 
the  ancient  Name  of  Roman  Months  is  ftill  in  ufe,  becaufe  of 
old  thefe  Subiidies  were  commonly  given  either  to  enable  the 
Emperor  to  make  War  in  Italy,  or  for  his  Journey  to  Rome  to 
be  crowned. 

Laftly,  the  Diet  enters  into  and  makes  Alliances  with 
Foreign  Princes,  which  are  however  commonly  negotiated 
by  the  Emperor,  who  is  empowered  for  that  Purpofe,  and  in 
the  End,  the  Treaty  fo  concluded  is  ratified  by  the  Empire  j 
and  hence  arifes  Wars,  in  which  the  Empire  is  obliged  to  take 
ParUtho*  not  attacked  ;  on  this  fcore  likewife  Foreign  Princes 
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thave  their  Minifters  at  the  Diet,  though  the  Empire,  fends  ng 
Ambaffadors. 

But  in  moft  of  the  Congrefles  for  bringing  about  a  Peace, 
where  the  Empire  has  joined  in  a  War,  fome  Regard  has  been, 
had  to  her  Jnterpofition  ;  as  at  Nimeguen^  where  the  Imperial 
Minifters  had  Powers  from  theLEmpire;  at  Ryfwick  they  named 
a  fpecial  Commiffion  ;  they  fent  Deputies  on  the  fame  Account 
to  the  Hague^  when  during  the  laft  general  War"  Confer 
rences  were  held  the^c  about  reace  5  they  have  alfo  had  fome 
Share  fince  in  the  Approbation  of  the  4  reaties  of  Baden  an<| 
Vienna. 

The  Truth  however  is,  and  our  Dutyoblige$  us  to  fpeak  it, 
that  they  have  been  exceedingly  ill  ufed*  in  all  thefe  Cafes,  the 
Emperor  making  what  Terms  for  them  he  pleafed*  and  only 
Tiling  their  Authority  to  ratify  them.  This  we  may  look  upon 
(and  juftly)  as  the  Caufe  of  that  Languor  and  Ina&ivity  of  the 
Diet,  in  regard  \o  wjiatevef  has  fo  much  as  a  diftant  Relation 
to  War  j  for  the  States  of  the  Empire  knowing,  as  thty  very 
well  do,  that  they  have  nothing  to  hppe  and  all  things  tp  fear 
from  a  War,  are  unwilling  to  enter  into  it,  and  being  embarked 
act  but  heavily  from  the  lame  Notion,  which  however  unrea- 
sonable, is  after  all  bu{  natural* 

The  Pcaee  of  IVtJiphalia  gave  rife  to  the  prefent  Diet,  and 
eftabliflied  the  Germar.ick  Constitution  ;  but  the  Diet  paid  dear- 
ly for  t|ie  Advantages  (he  gained,  by  conferring  tq  yield  fuch 
iine  Provinces  as  Are  did  to  France  and  Sweden  by  that  Treaty  $ 
yet  in  all  fucceeding  Treaties  fhe  has  had  much  worfe  Luck,  as 
Wing  in  each,  and  getting  nothing  by  all  of  them.  We  need 
not  wonder  therefore  if  th'fc  States  of  the  Empire  are  not  fud- 
denly  rouzed,  fince  both  Reafoo  and  Experience  teach  them, 
that  while  they  can  keep  put  of  a  War,  they  cajn  lofenothing, 
pi  which,  whatever  its  bupcefe  be,  they  can  never  be  fure  any 
Other  way. 

The  great  and  powerful  Princes  of  the  Empire  may,  like 
other  great  Princes,  be  drawn  to  engage  in  Alliances  and 
Wars  by  their  Interefts  ana1  private  Views,  and  will  then 
aft  with  Vigour  and  Spirit  as  other  Princes'  do,  and  upon 
the  fame  Motives  of  Gain  and  Advantage,  having  their  own 
Miniftcrs  at  e^very  Congrefs  to  manage  their  Concerns;  but 
the  Germanici  Body  being  fo  circumftanced  as  to  be  able  to 
reap  ho  Profit  from  fuch  Negotiations,  even  at  the  moft  fa- 
vourable Conjunctures,  but  on  the  contrary,  being  often  called 
Vpon  and  expefted  to  make  Satisfaction  for  what  is  given  by 
Treaties  to  other  Powers,  we  need  not  at  all  wonder  at  their 
Conduct.  ■      ••*••-••  ^ 
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Bujt  to  proceed :  There  is  nothing  in  reference  to  the  Ger* 
menidt  Body,  that  deferves  more  Attention  than  their  religU 
ous  Diftinckions,  becaufe  thefe  really  divide  the  States  as  it 
were  into  two  diftind  Bodies,  vyith  different,  and  in  Tome  Cafes 
even  oppofite  Interefts.  All  the  World  knows,  that  Luther 
began  to  preach  the  Podrines  of  the  Rffoynation  firft  m  Ger- 
many, and  that  his  religious  Sentiments  were  quickly  em  braced^ 
not  only  by  great  Numbers,  but  even  by  the  Subjects  in  gene*- 
ral  of  feveral  Qovernments  in  the  Empire. 

This  having  exafperated  the  Court  of  Rome ,  flie  left  no  Stone 
unturned  to  procure  the  Suppreflion  of  this  Herefy  (as  (he  called 
it)  by  the  Secular  Arm,  which  naturally  induced  the  Protec- 
tants to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  Method  for  the  Pefende  of  themr 
felves  and  the  Freedom  of  their  Confidences,  (fence  arofe  the 
League  of  Smakald  in  1530,  at  the  Head  of  which  were  th$ 
tle&or  of  Saxony  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffi. 

We  have  in  the  foreg6ing  Article  given  the  Hiftory  of  this 
and  the  fucceeding  Wars  on  the  Sco«e  of  Religion,  and  Ihewit 
how  little  the  Elector  of  Saxony  got  by  trimrping  between  thp 
rroteftants  and  the  Emperor,  and  how  near  the  latter  was  fub- 
verting  the  Reformation  in  Germany,  as  effectually  as  in  Bohi- 
hama^  and  therefore  we" need  not  dwell  upon  it  here. 

It  was  the  Treaty  of  IVeJlphal'ia  that,  as  it  fettled  all  other 
Difputes,  adjuffed  thjs  alfo,  and  put  ic  in  the  Power  of  the 
People  of  Germany,  of  both  Religions,  to  live  quietly,  as  good 
Chriftians  and  good  Subje&s.  gut  as  thefe  ftipulations  could 
not  have  been  long  maintained,  if  fome  Method  had  not  been 
found  for  the  Proteftants  to  meet,  and  take  Meafures  in  a  Body 
for  their  own  Prefervatjon ;  fo  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the 
Empire  having  once  authorized  this,  the  Method  was  not  long 
undillovered. 

In  the  firft  Diet  held  at  Ratijbm  1653,  after  the  Conclufion 
of  that  Peace,  the  Proteftant  Princes  and  States  refolved  to 
enter  into  a  clpfe  Coniun&ion  with  each  other  for  their  mu- 
tual Support ;  and  as  no  Bpdy  can  a&  without  a  Head,  they 
unanimoufly  conferred  that  Honour  upon  the  Elector  of  Saxony, 
at  the  Houie  of  whofe  Minifter  their  Conferences  have  been 
ever  fince  held  j  and  from  this  Conjunction  or  Confederacy 
arifes  what  is  called  the  Evangelkk  Body,  which  is  the  Guardian 
and  Prote&rice  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  Germany,  watches 
over  the  Laws  provided  for  (he  Security  of  Religion,  and  in 
cafe  of  Violations,  which  from  the  natural  Spirit  of  Popery 
are  but  too  frequent,  fets  on  foot  Applications  to  the  Imperial 
Throne,  and  thereby  procures  Redrefs  and  Satisfaction. 
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One  would  have  imagined,  that  when  the  Eleftor  of  Satiny 
quittfed  the  Pr oteftaht  Religion,  he  fhould  of  courie  have  loft 
bis  Quality  of  Head  of  the  Evengelic  Body  ;  but  the  contrary 
is  the  Fa&,  which  the  Reader  muft  admit  is  a  very  ftrange  one ; 
tut  for  this,  two  Reafons  are  afligned  :  Firft,  that  the  Elector 
of  Saxony*  confidering  the  Weight  and  Influence  this  Charac- 
ter gave  him,  was  unwilling  to  reflgn  it;  and  next,  that  the 
Proteftants  finding  his  Change  of  Religion  gave  Force  to  his 
Rcprefcntations  in  their  Favour  to  thofe  of  his  own  Commu- 
nion, (aw  no  Caufe  to  take  their  Affairs  out  of  his  Hand, 
which  is  however  what  they  may  do  whenever  tbey  think  fit. 

There  is,  I  think,  only  one  Point  more  that  is  neccflary 
lor  me  to  confider,  and  that  is,  the  Divifion  of  the  Empire  into 
Circles,  which  in  a  former  Article  I  (hewed  was  a  Regulation 
made  in  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian*  and  in  this  I 
have  mentioned  the  Reafon  of  that  Divifion,  which  was  for  the 
Sake  of  adminiftering  Juftice,  and  took  place  originally  on  the 
founding  the  Imperial  Chamber.  This  Divifion,  which  was 
made  in  1500,  eftablifhed  only  Six,  viz.  Bavaria*  Francma* 
Stvabia*  Saxony*  the  'Rfjine*  and  WeflphaUay  which  are  ftiU 
called  the  ancient  Circles. 

But  the  great  Princes  declining  to  bring  their  Dominions  un- 
der the  Form  of  Circles,  that  Emperor  over-reached  them,  and 
by  throwing  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  into  the 
Circles  of  Aujlria  and  Burgundy*  drew  in  the  Electors  of  Saxon} 
and  Brandenburgh  to  follow  his  Example  in  the  Circle  ofUpptr 
Saxony*  and  the  Eledtor  Palatine  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  Electors 
did  the  like  with  refpecl  to  the  Upper  Rhine*  which  increafed 
the  Number  to  Ten. 

In  each  of  thefe  Circles  there  is  a  Director  and  a  Chief, 
the  firft  for  the  Management  of  Civil,  the  latter  for  regulating 
Military  Affairs ;  the  Directors  are  fixed  and  permanent,  but 
the  Chiefs  or  Generals  are  elected  by  the  Circles.  It  is  to 
the  Directors  of  the  refpe&ive  Circles  the  Imperial  Chamber 
commits  the  Execution  of  its  Decrees,  and  from  hence  we 
fee  how  this  Diftribution  comes  to  he. of  ufe  in  that  of  Juf- 
tice,  as  alfo  why  the  mod  potent  Princes  were  leaft  inclined 
to  it. 

The  Circles  having  many  Affairs  to  manage,  hold  frequent 
Diets,  in  which  their  Directors  prefide,  and  in  which  they 
take  Meafures  for  their  own  Profperity  and  Security;  and 
as  fome times  this  cannot  be  fo  well  purfued  without  the 
Concurrence  of  their  Neighbours,  they  negotiate  with  the 
Diets  of  other  Clicks  *  and  when  this  is  done  upon  any  parti- 
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tular  OccaGon,  or  with  a  View  to  a  certain  Point,  thejr 
are  ftiled  Confederate  Circles  \  but  this  being  more  frequent 
amonril  the  Circles  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  and 
Wcfibkakciy  they  are  from  thence  denominated  Correjtponding 
Circles. 

Thus  in  as  narrow  a  Compafs  as  it  is  poffible,  we  have 
given  the  Reader  a  compleat  View  of  the  moft  perplexed  and 
complicated  Government,  ancient  or  modern,  that  ever  exifted, 
and  put  it  entirely  in  his  Power  to  comprehend  whatever  is 
advanced  in  relation  to  it  by  any  of  our  Orators  or  Politicians  ; 
and  therefore  we  have  nothing  farther  to  add,  but  this  Ob- 
ferva;ion,  that  however  particular  Princes  may  z&  to  promote 
their  Interefts,  the  Germanick  Body  keep*  conftantly  in  view 
the  Maintenance  of  Publick  Liberty*  as  founded  on  the  Treaty 
of  iVeJlpha&a. 


CHAP,      X,      . 

ASuecinSt  View  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  FRENCH 
Nation,  face  they  have  been  governed  by  the  Houfe 
gf  Bourbon,  explaining  the  Alterations  that  have 
been  made  in  their  Confutation*  the  Progrefs  of  their 
Power ,  their  Influence  and  Interefts. 

'TpHE  Memoirs  of  the  two  great  Houfes  of  Aujlria  and 
*  Bourbon  include  almoft  all  that  need  be  known  of  the  ge- 
neral Hiftory  of  Europe*  to  underftand  perfefUy  its  prefent  State 
and  Condition,  together  with  the  Nature  of  thofe  political  Dis- 
putes which  reign  at  prefent,  or  which,  having  difturbed  pad 
Ages  till  laidafleepby  fome  happy  Expedient,  are  in  Danger  of 
awaking  again  and  kindling  frefli  Confufions. 

We  have  already  given  the  Reader  the  former  Hiftory,  which 
we  were  obliged  to  take  pretty  high,  to  make  it  the  more 
evident  how  the  Aujirian  Houfe  acquired  by  Policy,  Marriages* 
and  Accidents,  fo  extenfive  Dominions  as  {he  once  pofieifed  ; 
how  (he  fixed  the  Imperial  Dignity  in  herfelf,  and  how  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  ambitious  Projects  and  their  Difappointments, 
toe  gave  a  fettled  Form,  a  certain  Authority,  and  an  immutable 
Security  to  the  Germanick  Empire. 

By  tne  Nature  of  our  Plan,  we  are  next  led  to  give  as  (a- 
tfrfaftpry  an  Account  of  France,  which  coniidering  the  narrow 
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Cocnpafs  we  are  to  do  it  in,  is  a  very  hard  Undertaking ; 
but  we  are  engaged  and  muft  go  through »  only  for  the  fake 
.©f  Perfpicuity  it  may  be  proper  to  fay  a  Word  or  two  of 
"what  we  propofe,  and  of  the  Method  ,in  which  we  are  to 
proceed. 

As  to  the  (uft,  we  have  three  Things  in  View,  viz.  ex- 
plaining the  Change  of  the  Gallic  Conftitution  from  what  it  was, 
into  what  it  is  at  prefent ;  (hewing  the  Means  by  Which  the 
French  have  pulled  down  the  Puifiance  of  the  Aujbian  Houfe, 
and  rais'd  one  much  more  formidable  of  their  own  j.  and 
jpthibiting  the  true  Syftem  of  Gallic  Policy,  Influence,  and 
Power,  as  it  ftands  at  this  Day,  and  the  Chances  for  and 
9gamft  her  accomplifhing  her  great  View,  or  of  the  King 
and  hrs  "Minifters,  which  in  defpotic  Governments,  is  all  that 
can  be  filled  the  Nation,  of  being  the  fole  Dire&refe  of 
£*r*p*. 

It  will  be  allowed,  that  if  we  can  tolerably  accomplifh  this, 
we  fhalk  not  only  furnifh  the  Reader  with  an  entertaining 
and  inftruflive  Memorial  in  relation  to  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant Points  of  HiftorLcal  Learning,  but  *Hb  give  him  an 
Infigbt  into  a  political  Myftcry  of  the  higheft  Confequence, 
which,  Tike  the  Popifli  Plot  in  our  own  Country,  is  believed  by 
Multitudes  and  denied  by  Multitudes ;  }jke  it,  fubfifted  long 
before  tt  was  talked  of,  and  (till  fubfifts,  and  is  like  fo  to  do ; 
and  finally,  has  fuch  a  Tendency  to  our  Debafement  and  De- 
flrudkm,  that  we  can  be  no  longer  fafe  than  while  we  have 
our  Danger  iq  our  Eye,  and  in  confequence  of  that  the  Means 
of  preventing  it  in  our  Thoughts. 

The  only  Method  of  doing  this,  and  keeping  within  due 
Bounds,  is  to  begin  with  Fads,  and  bringing  the  French 
Hiftory  fince  the  Acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  (which 
contains  but  four  Reigns)  into  as  (hort  a  Space  as  can  be ;  re* 
prefenting  with  as  much  Juftice  as  poflible  the  Spirit  of  each 
Reign,  and  of  every  Admtniftration;  marking  the  confiderable 
Ataeffions  of  Power  at  home,  and  of  Territory  abroad  5  and 
laftly,  fetting  in  a  clear  and  full  Light  the  State  of  France  at 
this  Day,  in  regard  to  Revenues,  Power  and  Policy. 

The  Succefibrs  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Great,  go- 
verned the  Kingdom  of  France  for  many  Generations,  from 
A,  D.  814,  in  which  that  great  Prince  died,  to  A.  Z>.  986, 
when  Hugh  Ctrpet  feized  the  Crown,  and  had  his  Right  con- 
firmed by  the  -Nobility,  Clergy,  and  People  of  France^  upon 
tbe  Death  of  Lr*L  V.  to  the  Prejudice  of  Charles  Duke  of 
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Urrain,  who  was  -the  undoubted  Heir  of  the  Carhmnglem 
Race.         , 

Lewis  IX.  a  direfi  Defcendent  from  Hugh  Capet,  and  Who 
on  account  of  his  various  Expeditions  againft  the  Infidels,  cfo- 
tained  the  Sirname  of  St.  Lewh,  died  A.  D.  1270,  and  left 
two  Sons,  Philip  and  Robert.  The  latter  efpoufed  yj^«£/, 
Daughter  of  John  III.  Son  to  fli^A  Duke  of  Burgundy,  by  th<* 
Heirefs  of  Arcbambauk,  Signeur  de  Bourbon.  Tnis  Lordfhipr 
coming  thus  to  Robert  Count  de  Clermont,  Son  to  St.  Lewis,  in 
right  of  his  Wife's  Mother,  he  thereupon  affumed  the  Name 
of  Bourbon* 

His  Family  fucceeded  to  the  Crown  about  three  hundred 
Years  afterwards,  on  the  Murder  of  Henry  III.  the  laft  Mo- 
oarch  of  the  Houfe  of  Valois,  by  James  Clement  a  Jacobin 
Monk,  in  the  Perfon  of  Henry  King  of  Navarre,-  who  was 
the  Ninth  in  Defcent  from  Robert  Count  of  Clermont,  and  whole 
Claim  to  the  Crown  was  clear,  though  on  account  of  his  being 
a  Proteftant,  a  great  part  of  his  Subjects  were  inclined  to  re- 
]t&  him;  and  on  his  firft  taking  the  Title  of  King  of  France 
and  Navarre,  the  Cky  of  Paris,  not  content  with  difowning 
his  Authority,  treated  him  with  fuch  Difrefpect  and  Indignity, 
as  few  Princes  but  himfelf  would  have  forgiven. 

He  came  to  the  Regal  Dignity  Auguft  2d  1589,  in  Circunt- 
ftances  extremely  critical  for  himfelf  and  for  his  Kingdom*  The 
Capital  City  ana  the  greater  Part  of  the  Provinces,  were  in 
the  Hands  of  fuch  as  refufed  to  acknowledge  him,  and  who, 
to  keep  the  better  together,  affumed  the  Title  of  the  League, 
fheltered  themfelves  under  the  Authority  of  the  Pope,  and  were 
fupported  by  the  Affiftance  of  Philip  "II.  King  of  Spain*  A 
great  many  of  thofe  who  adhered  to  him  were  fo  divided 
between  the  Refped  due  to  Principles  of  Loyalty,  and  the 
Care  that  was  requisite  to  be  had  of  the  Catholick  Religion, 
that  he  could  fcarce  confide  in  them  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  his 
Army  was  but  weak,  and  he  had  but  very  little,  indeed,  fcarce 
any  Revenue.  Laftly,  moft  of  the  great  Powers  in  Cbriflendom 
were  averfe  to  him. 

The  Emperor,  both  from  fpiritual  and  temporal  Motives, 
was  againft  him,  as  being  defirous  of  weakening  the  Power 
of  France.  Spain  was  his  declared  Enemy,  and  even  formed 
Pretenfions  to  the  French  Succeffion ;  all  the  Friends  and  De- 
pendents of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  followed  their  Examples,  as 
others  alfo  did,  on  Account  of  the  Excommunication  of  the 
Pope,  whofe  Prostitution  of  the  Gofpel  to  ferve  his  wicked 
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fcefign  6f  extending  his  6wnPbwer,  t6warfls  which  hfe thought 
the  Ruin  of  France  neccflary.  was  one  principal  Source  of  the 
Troubles  that  ufhered  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV. 

On  the  other  hand,  that  brave  and  heroick  Prince  had  alfo 
fome  Circumftances  that  were  hot  a  little  in  his  Favour, 
and  which  by  his  Prudence  and  military  Skill  he  fo  im- 
proved, as  to  brins  his  Enemies  into  fjich  a  State  as  forced 
them  to  fubmit.  The  League  was  without  a  Head,  or 
which  comes  to  the  fame  Thing,  had  feveral,  in  regard  to 
whom  the  Sehtimehts  of  thofe  who  were  averfe  to  Henry 
were  divided. 

Some  fuppofing  that  his  being  ho  Cath6lickv  left  him  no 
right,  were  for  having  Recourfe  to  the  next  Prince  of  his 
Blood,  who  wa9  a-Papift:  viz.  the  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  who 
was  at  that  Time  a  rrifoner,  and  whom  neverthelefs  they 
proclaimed  King,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  X.  Others  fa- 
voured the  Duke  de  Maycnne,  who  afted  as  Chief  of  the  League 
in  the  Minority  of  his  Nephew  the  Duke  de  Guije,  to  whom 
the  Herd  of  Bigots  were  moft  inclined,  and  laboured  to.per- 
fuade  him  to  fupplant  his  Uncle.  The  King  df  Spain  con- 
fidering  his  Daughter  the  Infanta  Ifabella,  Grand-daughter  to 
Henry  II.  as  the  neareft  Relation  to  the  deceafed  King 
Henry  III.  was  for  having  her  owned  (notwithftanding  the 
Salic  Law)  Heirefs  of  the  Crown  of  France ;  and  in  that 
Cafe;  offered  to  give  her  in  Marriage  to  any  Prince  the  States 
fliould  choofe. 

This  Diftra&ion  of  Interefts  divided  the  Minds,  and 
weakened  the  Forces  of  the  Leaguers  exceffively.  Befides, 
the  King,  was,  in  point  of  perfonaJ  Abilities,  in  all  Refpe&s, 
very  much  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Fadion  that  oppofed  him. 
Thofe  who  ftuck  clofe  to  him,  efpecially  his  eld  Friends,  were 
Men  of  great  Probity  and  diftinguiOied  Parts ;  and  many  of 
them,  the  braveft  Men,  and  beft  Officers  in  France. .  He  had 
fome  Allies  alfo  owned  him  in  the  worft  Situation  of  Affairs; 
and  tho*  that  alone  was  a  very  confiderable  Service,  yet  they  af- 
terwards affifted  him  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power  ;  fuch  as  the 
Queen  of  England*  Elizabeth ;  the  Republick  of  Venice ;  the 
Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany ;  and  the  States  of  Holland. 

He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Paris,  which 
his  Predeceflbr  had  formed,  and  to  retire  into  Normandy,  in 
hopes  of  reducing  that  Province,  and  fecuring  a  Communi- 
cation with  England.  The  Duke  de  Mayenne  followed,  and 
came  up  with  him  at  a  Village  called  Aram%  not  far  from 
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bieffe,  where  a  Battle  enfued,  in  which  the  King  was  vi&o- 
nous.  He  proceeded  afterwards  into  different  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  had  the  good  Fortune  to  reduce  them,  either 
by  Force  or  Competition;  and  then  returned  in  Normandy, 
where  he  gained  the  famous  Battle  of  lvry,  and  defeated  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne  the  fecond  Time,  who  then  fued  to  him 
for  Peace.  But  the  Spaniards  entering  the  Kingdom,  and 
Pope  Gregory  XIV.  having  excommunicated  all  who  paid  Obe- 
dience to  his  Majefty,  both  Clergy  and  Laity ;  this  embroiled 
Things  again,  and  gave  new  Hopes  to  the  League. 

The  King  feeing  clearly,  that  his  Subjects  would  never 
univerfally  acknowledge  and  fubmit  to  him,  while  of  a  dif- 
ferent Religion,  took  a  Refolution  of  profeffing  himfelf  of  the 
Faith  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which  he  did  Jufy  15th  1593* 
and  the  Year  following  he  was  with  great  Solemnity  crowned 
at  Cbartres,  the  City  of  Rheims  being  not  at  that  Time  re- 
duced. This  Step  produced,  and  very  fpeedily  too,  all  that  the 
King  expe&ed  from  it* 

The  People  of  Paris,  who  had  been  his  inveterate  Enemies, 
and  had  (hewn  more  Confidence  and  more  Conftancy  than 
is  ufual  in  the  Paffions  of  the  Populace,  immediately  changed 
their  Minds,  and  in  fpite  of  the  Duke  de  Mayenne,  put  the  King 
into  Poffeffion  of  the  Capital  of  his  Dominions ;  and  by  their 
Example  made  Way  for  his  becoming  Mailer  of  the  whole 
Kingdom,  and  even  of  the  bittereft  and  moft  powerful  of  his 
Enemies,  whom  he  received  to  Mercy,  and  gave  them  no 
Caufe  to  repent  their  returning  to  their  Duty,  and  laying 
down  their  Arms,  fince  he  made  no  Diftin&ion  between  hi* 
old  and  new  Subje&s. 

But  for  all  this,  there  wanted  not  fome,  who  prompted  by 
the  violent  and  wicked  Opinions  taught  by  the  Clergy  and 
Monks  in  the  Time  of  the  Holy  League,  defired  the  Death 
of  the  beft  Monarch  that  Generation  had  feen ;  amonft  thefe 
one  John  Cbaftel,  the  Son  of  a  fubftantial  Citizen  of  Paris, 
and  himfelf  a  Boy  of  nineteen,  actually  attempted  to  murder 
that  Prince,  and  aiming  a  Knife  at  his  Throat,  ft  ruck  him 
in  the  Mouth  with  fuch  Force,  as  to  beat  out  one  of  his  Fore- 
Teeth,  for  which,  by  the  Judgment  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  he  was  torn  to  Pieces  by  wild  Horfes  ;  and  the  Jefuits* 
in  confequence  of  whofe  Do&rine  he  did  it,  were  banifhed 
forever;  which  Edidk  the  King,  unhappily  for  himfelf,  after- 
wards recalled.    I 
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As  the  Affiftance  of  the  King  of  Spam  chiefly  fupporfed  tU 
League  ;  arid  as  King  Philip,  under  Colour  of  a  Zeal  for 
Religion,  ftill  continued  to  foment  Sedition  and  Rebellion, 
Henry  declared  War  againft  him,  as  being  better  pleafed  to  con- 
tend with  an  avowed  than  a  concedl'd  Enemy ;  with  one  who 
was  obliged  tb  employ  his  own  Forces,  than  with  one  who 
brought  againft  him  none  but  his  own  traiterous  Subje&s. 

This  was  a  very  wife  and  right  Step,  which  the  King  profc- 
cuted  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  King  PhiEp  became  inclined  to 
a  Negotiation  5  and  this  ended  in  a  Peace  between  the  two 
Crowns,  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  figh'd,  the  Peace 
of  Veruins. 

With  this  Treaty,  tho'  both  Parties  feemed  very  well  pleaf- 
ed, yet  the  Catholick  King  only  diflembled,  continuing  his 
Intrigues  with  the  Malecontents  in  France,  and  even  debauch- 
ing fome,  who  had  the  higheft  Obligations  to  the  King,  from 
his  kind  Acceptance  of  their  Duty.  Amongft  thefe  Maifhat 
Biron  was  one,  from  whom  King  Henry  had  received  many 
Services,  in  Confideration  of  which  he  pardoned  him  once, 
and  advifed  him  to  enter  into  no  new  Engagement  of  this  kind, 
for  fear  he  might  not  be  difpofed  to  pardon  him  again. 

But  Biron  was  fo  blinded  with  Ambition,  and  the  Hopes  of 
becoming  an  independent  Prince  by  the  Help  of  Spain,  that  im- 
mediately after  he  relapfed  into  the  fame  illicit  Correfpondence, 
which  the  King  having  difcovered,  caufed  him  to  be  brought 
to  Juftice,  and  by  an  Arret  of  Parliament  he  loft  his  Head  on 
the  laft  Day  of  July  1602,  in  the  Bajlile,  (hewing,  thro'  Guilt, 
little  of  that  Courage  in  his  laft  Moments,  for  which  he  had 
been  fo  defervedly  famous. 

This  King,  who  was  one  of  the  greateft  Princes  of  his  Age, 
both  in  the  Field  and  in  the  Cabinet,  was  very  unfortunate  in 
his  Family.  He  was  firft  married  to  Margaret  of  Vakis,  Sifter 
to  his  Predeceflbr  Henry  III ;  a  Marriage  unhappy  from  its 
Commencement,  which  furnifhed  Occafion  for  the  iMaffacre 
6f  Paris,  one  of  the  blackeft  and  mod  barbarous  Actions  that 
ever  deformed  any  Hiftory.  This  Princefs  was  not  indifcreet 
only,  but  even  diflblute  in  her  Conduct,  and  the  King  was 
far  enough  from  being  faultlefs  m  his.  I 

The  Duchefs  of  Beaufort  was  his  favourite  Miftrefs,  and  j 
Kke  others  in  her  Condition,  was  fo  proud  of  her  Infamy,  and 
abufed  her  Power  with  fuch  extravagant  Infolence,  as  made  her 
generally  hated.     Upon  her  Death  the  Queen  confemed  to  a 
Divorce,  which  was  quickly  procured  at  Rome  \  and  ifl  confe- 
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to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcariy. 

But  notwithstanding  the  great  Inconveniencies  that  arofe 
from  his  forrher  Amour  with  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort ,  the  King 
lad  fallen  into  another  with  Madam  d*Untrague%,  afterwards 
Marchionefs  de  Vernueil,  to  whom  he  gave  under  his  Hand  a 
Promife  of  Marriage,  which  afforded  the  Court  of  Spain  an  Op* 
portunity  of  fettihg  on  foot  a  new  Confpiracy  in  France,  in 
order  to  alter  the  Succeifion,  and  inftead  of  the  Dauphin  to  raife 
Ca/br  Duke  de  Vendofnu  (the  King's  natural  Son  by  the  Lady 
before-mentioned)  to  the  Throne,  .which  occalioned  much 
Trouble. 

In  refpeft  to  publick  Affairs,  Henry  was  a  great  and  good 
Prince;  he  loved  his  Subjects  as  his  Children,  promoted  Trade, 
and  maintained  Juftice  throughout  his  Territories.  He  was  not 
inclined  to  difturb  or  injure  his  Neighbours,  but  rather  content 
with  his  own  Dominions ;  nay,  fo  far  was  he  perfuaded,  that  a 
fleady  and  unalterable  Balance  of  Power  was  for  the  common 
Benefit  of  Cbriflendom,  as  in  the  latter  End  of  his  Reign  and 
Life  to  form  a  Defign  of  eftablifhing  it j  and  thereby  cut  off  Pre- 
tences for  Wars  in  fucceeding  Times,  by  Means  of  a  perpetual 
Congrefs. 

In  order  to  this,  he  thought  it  requifite  to  leffen  the  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  by  depriving  it  of  thofe  Dominions 
acquired  without  any  juft  Title  in  Italy,  which  he  propofed  to 
have  erecled  into  feparate  Principalities,  as  moft  conducive  to 
a  general  Peace,  and  the  common  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants. 
But  while  he  meditated  thefe  great  and  glorious  Projects  for  the 
Good  of  Mankind,  and  had  affembled  in  Champagne  a  nume- 
rous Army,  which  was  on  the  very  point  of  marching  to  put 
them  in  Execution,  a  Period  was  put  to  his  Days  and  Schemes 
by  the  Hands  of  Raiviliac,  an  infamous  Affaffin,  on  the  24th 
of  May  i6io»  in  the  57th  Year  of  his  Age,  and  22d  of  his 
Reijrh. 

We  have  no  very  good  Account  of  the  Caufe  of  this  Affaflimi- 
tion;  and  fome  of  the  moft  efteemed  amongft.the  wraiHifto- 
nans  give  us  very  broad  Hints,  that  it  Was  never  tnoroughlv 
inquired  into ;  however,  various  Circumftances  have  inclined 
the  moft  impartial  Judges  to  fufpeft,  that  the  Lady  before-men- 
tioned had  a  deep  Hand  in  this  Affair,  and  that  the  Partisans  of 
Spain  were  far  enough  from  being  ignorant  of  it:  A^t  leaft  thus 
much  is  evident,  that  his  Death  could  not  have  happened  mqr* 
luckily  than  it  did  for  that  Nation,  even  if  they  had*  as  it  is 
fuggefted  they  had,  the  appointing  of  it; 
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This  great  Monarch  left  behind  him  three  Sons  and  as  man? 
Daughters,  viz.  the  Dauphin;  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  who' did 
.not  long  furvivehimj  and  John  Baptift Gallon,  then  ftiledDuke 
of  Anjou,  and  after  his  Brother's  Death  Duke  of  Orleans  \  Eli* 
%abeth,  married  to  Philip  IV.  of  Spain ;  Cbriftina,  who  efpoufed 
Vi&or  Amadeus  Prince  of  Piedmont,  aftowards  Duke  ofSavcy; 
and  Henrietta  Maria,  Confort  to  Charles  I.  of  Great  Britain. 
Henry  IV.  annexed  to  the  Crown,  Beam*,  Bigore,  together 
with  the  Counties  of  Foix  and  Brejfe,  which  were  his  private 
Patrimony. 

Lewis  A  III.  fucceeded  in  the  ninth  Year  of  his  Age,  under 
the  Tuition  of  his  Mother  Maryde  Medicis  ;~and  on  the  17th 
of  Otfber  it  io>  was  with  great  Solemnity  crowned  at  Rheim 
by  the  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe.  The  famous  Marquis  de  RBofnj,  at 
this  Time  Duke  deSulli,  who  had  managed  the  Finances  in  the 
late  Reign  with  fo  great  Applaufe,  refigned  almoft  as  foon  as 
this  began ;  and  tho'  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  great  Lords, 
made  very  high  Profeffions  of  Loyalty  upon  the  King's  Murder, 
yet  the  Court  quickly  fell  into  Confufions. 

This  arofe  in  part  from  the  ill  Management  of  the  Queen 
Regent,  entirely  governed  by  an  Italian  Chamber-maid,  whofe 
Name  was  Eleanor  Galligai,  and  her  Hufband  Omchhw  Con* 
chini)  whom  fee  had  made  Marflial  of  France,  by  the  Tide 
of  Marfhal  d'  Ancre,  and  yi  part  alfo  from  the  boundkfs 
Ambition  of  the  Princes  and  Grandees,  who  could  not  fail  of 
laying  hold  of  (o  favourable  a  Conjun&ure  as  a  Minority,  to 
render  themfelves  in  a  manner  abfolute  in  their  refpe&ive  Go- 
vernments. 

This  bad  behaviour  and  immoderate  Power  of  theirs,  pro- 
duced  many  and  great  Inconveniences  to  the  People,  who,  tho* 
Jefsexpofed  than  at  prefent  to  the  Opprcffion  and  Fleecing  of  the 
Crown-Officers,  were  neverthelefs  as  much  opprefled  and  fleeced 
by  thofe  Princes  and  Lords,  who,  tho'  they  fomc times  men- 
tioned them  in  their  Speeches  and  ManifeftoS  againft  the 
Court,  yet  never  thought  of  them  at  any  other  Tiipe,  but  com- 
promi/ed  their  Differences  with  the  Adminiftration  on  private 
and  perfonal  Conditions,  without  the  fmalleft  Notice  taken  of 
the  Publick. 

In  this  manner  things  went  on  till  the  Year  16 15,  when 
the  young  King  efpoufed  the  Infanta  Anna  of  Aujlria,  at  the 
iame  time  his  Sifter  married  her  Brother  Philip  IV.  By  this 
Match  the  Courage  of  the  Court  was  fo  much  raifed,  that  they 
adventured  to  arreft  the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  was  looked  on 
as  the  Head  of  the  Malecontcnts,  even  in  the  Louvre ;  and 
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kow  bold  a  Stroke  this  was  accounted  at  that  Time,  may  appear 
from  hence,  that  Themines  the  Captain  of  the  Guards  who  per- 
formed it,  was  for  this  Service  ixximediately  promoted  to  the 
Rank  of  Marihal  of  Fr<mce+ 

The  King  was  now,  in  the  Eye  of  the  Law,  Major,  and 
fuppofed  to  have  the  Direction  of  Affairs  entirely  in  his  own 
Hands ;  but  they  were  much  more  fo  in  thofe  of  Marihal  d'Jucrr^ 
and  none  were  differed  in  the  Royal  Prefence  who  were  fufpecl- 
ed  of  having  Capacity  enough  to  talk  to  their  Matter  on  proper 
Subjects.  Yet  thefe  Precautions  did  not  long  avail.  There 
was  a  young  Gentleman  about  the  Court,  whofe  Name  was 
Luynesj  who,  by  his  Dexterity  in  Hunting,  was  mightily  in  the 
King's  Favour  i  and  this  Qualification  giving  the  Queen's  fa- 
vourites no  Umbrage,  he  was  allowed  free  Accefs  to  hisMajefty, 
and  even  permitted  to  entertain  him  by  his  Bcdfidc*  in  confidence 
that  he  would  difcourfe  only  of  Trifles. 

But,  as  it  often  falls  out,  the  Politicians  quite  mi  {Iodic  their 
Mam  Luynesy  inftead  of  Hories  and  Hounds,  talked  to  the 
King  of  the  Diftreffes  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Difcontents  of  the 
Nobility,  and  his  own  unworthy  Ufagej  all  of  which  he  im- 
puted to  the  Marihal  <FAncre>  hinting  alio,  that  as  he  had  ob- 
tained it  under  one,  he  might  think  another  Minority  the  moft 
convenient  thing  in  the  World  for  fecUririg  or  perpetifatiug  his 
Greathefi* 

The  King,  who  was  naturally  timorous,  needed  nothing 
more  to  drive  him  into  Action,  and  therefore  he  refolved  to  be 
beforehand  With  the  Martha] ;  with  a  View  to  which,  Order* 
Were  fent  by  his  Favourite  Lupus  to  Vttry  Captain  of  the  Guards 
toarreft  him,  which  he  performed  April  z^xh  1617^  as  he  en- 
tered the  Leitvrt. 

The  Marihal  ftepping  back,  as  if  he  intended  to  have  drawri 
his  Sword*  inftantly  received  three  Piftol  Shots  into  his  Breaft, 
and  dying  on  the  Spot,  his  Corps  was  afterwards  ^xpofed  to  the 
Fury  of  the  Populace)  his  Wife  was  condemned  as  a  Sorcerefs, 
to  have  her  Head  cut  off*  which  was  executed  in  the  Place  de 
Grewy  and  Vitry  rriade  Marihal  of  France,  for  having  fo  tho* 
tooghly  executed  the  Commands  of  his  Maften   < 

We  may  from  hence  date  the  Adminiftration  of  Lewis  XllL 
Who  had  hitherto  little  more  than  the  Title  of  King  j  and  to 
lay  the  Truth,  it  is  almoft  all  he  was  capable  of  having ;  but 
however,  he  thought  Power  was  as  well  in  the  Hands  of  his 
own,  as  the  Queen-Mother's  Favourites ;  and  therefore  threw 
off  Rcftraints  of  that  Sort  entirely.  The  Queen- Mother,  who 
foved  governing,  or  rather  that  thofe  who  governed  her  fliould 
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govern,  was  exceedingly  difpleafed,  and  in  theYfcar  1615  rctirc<^ 
nMth  the  Duke  *f  Epernon  into  Angotdefnuy  which  proved  the 
Caufe,  or  at  leaft  the  Pretence,  for  exciting  frelh  Diforders. 

She  was  however  quickly  reftorcd  to  the  King's  Favour,  by 
the  Interpofition  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lufont  whom  fie  had  brought 
Into  his  Councils  ;  and  whofe  Abilities  and  matchlefs  Ingratitude 
to  her  who  raifed  him,  made  him  fufficiently  known  afterwards 
when  he  obtained  the  diftinguifhed  Title  of  Cardinal  Richelieu. 
All  this  Time  Lnynes  continued  the  Favourite,  obtained  the 
Conftable's  Staff,  and  was  as  powerful,  and  confequently  as 
much  hated,  as  ever  Marfhal  tAncrt  had  been.  The  Bifhop 
of  £*;#*,  as  yet  only  Secretary  of  State,  and  wljo  came  but  flow- 
]y  into  Credit  with  the  King,  contributed  not  a  little  to  it,  by 
writing,,  or  at  leaft  caufing  to  be  written,  The  Life  of  the 
Conflabk  d  E  Luna,  a  Spansjb  Favourite ;  in  which  not  only 
Lujnest  Chara&er  was  very  f  redjr  treated,  but  the  King  him- 
fclf  had  his  Piflure  drawn,  and  his  Temper  and  Capacity  dis- 
played, in  Terms  not  at  all  to  his  Advantage, 

By  thefe  Arts,  but  moft  of  all  by  the  Indifcretion  of  Ltrjnes 
himfelf,  who  was  ambitious,  vain,  and  infolent,  be  funk  in  the 
King's  Favour,  who  only  looked  for  a  fair  Opportunity  of 
humbling  him,  when  Fortune  fecured  her  Child  from  falling, 
by  cutting  the  Thread  of  his  Life  when  he  enjoyed  as  yet  the 
greatcft  Plenitude  of  Power. 

It  was  from  this  Minifter  that"  the  King  firft  received  that 
Plan  which  he  afterwards  fteadity  purfued,  for  weakening  and 
deftroyingthe  Protefltnt  Party  in  his  Dominions ;  as  long  as  he 
lived,  the  Conflable  affifted  in  the  Profecution  of  it,  and  the 
laft  AA  of  his  Life  was  the  Siege  of  Monfleur,  towards  the 
End  of  which  he  died ;  but  the  Notions  he  had  put  into  the 
King  s  Head  were  far  from  dying  with  him  ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing thofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion  had  great  Strength,  and 
continued  to  defend  themfelves  vigorously,  yet  their  Power 
gradually  diminifhed,  and  they  were  very  glad  to  accept  of  foch 
Truces  as  the  King  would  grant  them,  in  order  to  recover 
themfelves  and  recruit  their  Forces. 

In  1622,  the  Duke  of  Robtm*  who  was  one  of  the  principal 
Nobility  of  that  Party,  fubmitted  to  the  King,  after  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  taken  Montpelier*  and  reduced  the  greateft  Part  of 
Gwenrte.  His  Majefty  then  proceeded  to  Avignon,  and  excr- 
cifed  there  all  A<fts  of  Sovereignty,  which  had  not  been  done 
by  his  Predeceflbrs  for  a  long  Time  before.  He  went  from 
thence  to  Grenoble*  and  fo  to  Lyons  in  the  Month  of  Novem- 
ber following,  when  .the  Bifhop  of  Lufcn  received  the  Car- 
dinal's 
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Aral's  Hat,  and  was  from  thenceforward  cofffidered  as  Prime 
Minifter*  gaining  in  aihort  Time  fuch  an  Afcendency  over 
bis  Mafter,  that  the  King  was  more  diftinguifhed  bv  being  the 
lnftrument  of  his  Mintfter's  Proje&s,  than  as  the  Ruler  of  (q 
great  a  Kingdom. 

This  Monarch  was  far  from  wanting  Capacity,  or  even  from 
being  indolent,  but  he  had  a  Weaknefs  of  Conftitution,  a  natu- 
ral Timidity  in  his  Temper,  and  little  or  no  Education,  fo  that 
he  was,  generally  fpeaking,  fenfible  of  his  Unfitnefs  to  fuftain 
the  Weight  of  Government,  and  was  glad  to  devolve  it  upon 
other  Men's  Shoulders ;  but  then  he  was  apt  to  grow  jealous 
of  their  Authority,  and  repine  at  the  Sight  oT  that  Grandeur 
of  which  himfelf,  and  that  too  for  his  own  Sake,  was  the 
fole  Author  and  Caufe. 

Hitherto  he  had  been  governed  by  a  Favourite,  of  very  li- 
mited Abilities ;  but  his  new  Minifter  was  a  Man  of  quite  ano- 
ther Caft.  He  had  a  Capacity  as  extenfive  as  his  Miniftry  rt- 
Kired,  and  a  Spirit  capable  of  fupplying  the  DefeA  of  it  in  his 
after.  He  laboured  all  he  could  to  make  the  King  eafy  and 
great ;  he  indulged  his  Foibles,  and  extended  his  Authority  } 
tut  in  doing  this,  he  never  confidered  the  Means,  whether  good 
or  bad,  or  had  the  leaft  Concern  for  the  Confequences,  whe- 
ther falutary  or  oppreffive. 

He  pofleued  his  Mailer  with  an  Opinion  that  his  Govern* 
ment  could  not  be  either  glorious  or  fecure,  till  he  compafled 
three  Points.  The  firft  was,  the  Suppreffion  of  the  Proteftants  3 
for  while  they  fubfifted,  and  had  ftrong  Towns  in  their  Hands, 
he  was  Mailer  of  only  a  Part  of  his  Subje&s,  and  not  of  his 
whole  Kingdom.  The  fecond  regarded  the  Princes  of  the 
BIood9  and  the  great  Lords  who  were  intruded  with  the  Govern* 
ment,  who,  forgetting  that  they  owed  all  thofe  Marks  of  Di- 
ftin&iori  to  the  Tavour  of  the  Court,  were  very  apt  to  pick 
Quarrels  with  the  Miniftry,  and  to  turn  the  Force  in  their 
Hands  upon  their  Benefactors.  In  the  third  place,  he  {hewed 
the  King  that  he  could  never  be  Mafter  at  home,  while  there 
was  a  Power  fuperior  to  his  own  abroad,  more  efpecially  if 
that  Power  was  bis  Neighbour. 

Infhortbeinfinuated,  that  ruining  the  Proteftants,  and  aba- 
ting the  Nobility,  were  the  fole  Means  of  making  the  King  eafy 
within  his  Realm,  as  reducing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auflria  was  a  Point  abfolutely  neceffary  to  make  room  for  the 
Gallic  Monarchy,  and  to  give  it  that  Credit  with  the  reft  of 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  that  it  merited  by  its  Situation  and 
Forces, 
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The  King  faw  this  Project  in  the  Aloft  advantageous  Light 
pofliblc;  for  it  fuited  exactly  his  Inclinations,  and  agreed  in 
every  Refpcft  with  his  manner  of  thinking.  He  bad  been  bred 
with  ftrong  Prejudices  againft  thofe  of  the  Reformed  Religion ; 
he  had  very  warm  Refentments,  from  the  Ufage  he  had  met 
with  from  his  Grandees  ;  and  had  Ambition  enough  to  defire 
that  his  Reign ihould  be  fignalized  by  Victories  and  Conquefts. 

He  came  therefore  Very  ready  into  the  Propofals  made. by  the 
Cardinal  ;  and  conceiving  rightly  enough  of  his  own  Want  of 
Strength,  and  of  the  bold,  enterprizing,  and  yet  folid  Genius 
of  his  Minifter,  he  refolved  to  put  the  Execution  of  his  Plan 
entirely  into  his  Hands,  and  to  give  him  all  the  Affiftance  his 
Authority  could  Aipply,  for  bringing  it  in  every  refpe#  to  full 
Perfection. 

He  began  with  the  Proteftants,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
treated  them  was  fuch,  that  they  faw  plainly  enough  what  they 
had  to  expe&;  and  therefore  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
for  their  own  Protection  and  Prefervation.  They  knew  they 
had  a  Title  to  their  Privileges  by  the  Laws,  and  when  Force 
was  made  ufe  of  to  overturn  thofe  Privileges,-  tbey  thought  it 
both  reafonable  and  juft  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fame  Method 
for  their  De/enco. 

To  render  this  more  effectual,  they  found  it  neceffary  to  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  their  Neighbours  of  the  fame  Religion  for  Af- 
fiftance, which  was  promifed  them  by  King  Charles  I.  of  Great 
Jfritain^  though  he  married  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty's  Sifter. 
The  French  King  perfifted,  however,  in  the  Refoiution  to  exe- 
cute his,  or  rather  the  Cardinal's  Scheme;  and  accordingly 
laid  Siege  to  Rodelie,  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Places  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Proteftants,  and  a  very  convenient  Port,  by  which,  folong 
as  it  continued  in  their  Hands,  they  might  always  have  Suc- 
cours from  England. 

This  Siege  lafted  a  whole  Year,  in  which  Time  the  Engtyb 
made  two  f'ruitlefs  Attempts  to  relieve  it;  and  the  Place  wasat 
|aft  taken  by  a  Contrivance  of  the  Cardinal's,  who  commanded 
the  King's  Army  in  Chief,  and  had  two  Lieutenant-Generals 
acting  under  him;  for  he  found  Means  to  run  a  Dyke  acrofs  the 
Canal,  by  which  they  received  Provifions  and  Succours,  tho* 
with  infinite  Labour,  Expence,  and  Trouble ;  and  thefe  being 
intercepted,  the  Inhabitants  were  forced  to  furrender,  andfub- 
mit  themfelves  to  the  King's  Mercy,  who  entered  the  Place  in 
Triumph  November  1,    1628. 

By  this  Blow,  tfce  Proteftants  in  Frana  were  brought  fa 
low,  ih^  many  of  their  great  Men  ww  obliged  to  quit  th* 

JKingdomj 


Digitized 


by  Google 


f  247  ] 

Kington;  and  lome,  defpairing  of  their  Caufe,  thoughf  it  beft 
to  embrace  the  prevailing  Religion.  Yet  it  was  not  judged  ex- 
pedient to  proceed  in  this  Matter  with  Violence,  the  Cardinal 
pretending  the  War  was  not  carried  on  fo  much  to  make  them 
good  Catholicks  as  good  Subje&s ;  but  he  very  well  knew,  chat 
when  once  their  Power  was  gone,  the  Religion  of  the  King 
and  Court  .muft  by  Degrees  prevail. 

The  King  was  defirous  that  his  Brother  (hould  marry  the 
Princefs  de  Mentpenfter,  who  was  of  the  Blood  Roval,  and  a 
very  rich  Heirefs;  but  Mmfievr,  fo  the  King's  Brother  is 
filled  in  France^  difliked  the  Match,  and  was  rather  inclined 
ID  marry  fome  Foreign  Princefs ;  upon  which,  the  Cardinal 
caufed  Marlhal  £  Ornanoy  and  the  Count  de  Chalais*  whom  he 
fufpeded  to  have  given  that  Prince  this  Advice,  to  be  arretted ; 
the  latter  was  foon  brought  to  his  Trial  before  a  Court  con- 
trived for  that  Purpofe,  in  which  Faculty  the  Cardinal  excelled, 
was  condemned  by  them  to  lofe  his  Head,  and  loft  it  accord- 
ingly ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  the  former  woeld  have  fhared  the  fame 
Fate  if  he  had  not  died  in  Prifon. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  at  firft  very  angry,  and  (hewed 
great  Refentment  at  the  Ufage  his  Friends  had  met  with ;  but 
at  laft  he  thought. fit  to  fall  into  the  Cardinal's  Scheme,  and 
married  the  Princefs  that  had  been  judged  fit  for  him.  By  this 
Step  the  Cardinal  (hewed  what  the  great  Lords  of  the  Kingdom 
were  toexped,  when  he  made  fo  little  Ceremony  of  humbling 
the  firft  Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  the  preemptive  Heir  of  the 
Crown. 

A  War  breaking  out  in  Italy,  the  Cardinal  went  thither  in 
Perfon,  commanded  the  King's  Armies  in  Chief,  and  the  Mar- 
fhals  Crequi,  De  la  Force*  and  Scbomberg,  acted  under  him ; 
it  is  faid  he  had  in  View  the  marching  into  the  Neighbourhood 
ofRme9  in  cafe  the  Pope,  who  was  then  fick,  had  died,  in 
order  to  have  forced  the  Cardinals  affembled  in  Conclave,  to 
advance  him  to  that  Dignity. 

In  the  mean  time  a  powerful  Party  was  formed  at  Court 
againft  the  Minifter,  of  which  the  Queen  was  the  Head ;  the 
Marihal  de  MariUac*  his  Brother  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  the 
Cardinal  de  Berulley  the  Duke  de  Bellegarde,  and  the  Marfhal 
de  Baf&mpiere^  were  the  principal  Perfon s  concerned.  The 
King  was  at  this  Time  ftck  at  Lyons,  and  in  a  Council  held  by 
thefe  great  Men,  feveral  Methods  were  propofed  of  treating 
the  Cardinal  under  the  new  Reign ;  but  the  King  recovered, 
and  the  Minifter  having  exad  Information  of  every  Man's 
Sentiments,  to  (hew  the  full  Extent  of  his  Power,  and  at  the 
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fame  time  and  in  the  fame  Proportion  of  his  Refentmertt,  pu- 
mfhed  every  oheof  them  according  to  his  Vote  at  that  Council. 

The  Marflul  de  Manilac  he  put  to  Death,  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals  loft  both  his  Place  and  Eflate,  the  Cardinal  de  Berulie 
died  of  Poifon  or  Grief,  the  Duke  de  BeUegarde  was  removed 
from  Court,  and  Marfhal  Bafompiere  tmprifoned  in  the  BafttU. 
This  offended  the  Queen-Mother  highly  ;  but  the  King  was  fo 
far  fromihewing  any  Concern  for  her  Refentment,  that  he  fent 
her  Orders  to  retire  to  her  Houfe ;  upon  which  (he  withdrew  in 
Di  (content,  and  went  foon  after  out  of  the  Kingdom,  carrying 
her  favourite  Son  the  Duke  of  Orleans  with  her. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  produced  an  Infurre&ion,  at  the 
Head  of  which  were  the  Dukes  de  Bouillon  and  Montmorency $ 
but  their  Forces  were  defeated  at  Cqftebiaudari,  and  tbe  latter 
taken  Prifoner.  The  King  then  offered  his  Brother  his  Pardon 
for  what  was  paft,  but  he  in  fitted  upon  the  Pardon  of  the  Duke, 
which  was  pofitively  refufed.  And  he  was  foon  after  brought 
to  Tboulmffy  where  he  vm  condemned  for  High  Treafon,  and 
the  30th  of  September  1 632,  loft  his  Head  publickly  upon  the 
Scaffold,  tho'  be  was  the  laft  of  the  Family,  which  was.  looked 
upon  as  the  beft  in  France, 

Upon  this  the  Duke  de  Bouillon  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
•into  Germany;  and  the  Queen-Mother,  and  the  Duke  of  Or, 
leans,  who  had  returned  again  to  Court,  retired  into  the  Low 
Countries  and  put  themfelves  under  the  Prote&ion  of  the  Court 
of 'Spain.  I  have  thrown  all  thefe  Fa&s  together,  that  the  Reader 
may  the  better  perceive  with  what  inflexible  Steadinefs  the 
Cardinal  profecuted  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Plan. 

We  are  next  to  confider  the  Methods  by  which  the  laft  Part 
of  his  great  Projeft  was  carried  on ;  and  with  Regard  to  this, 
we  are  to  obferve,  that  the  Cardinal  perceiving  the  great  Ad- 
vantage the  Situation  of  France  gave  him  of  a&ing  at  once 
againft  both  Branches  of  the  Houfe •  of  Auftriay  continued  to 
embarrafs  Spain  by  a  War  in  Italy  y  in  which  feveral  of  the 
little  Princes  of  that  Country  were  at  all  Times  ready  to  offer 
$heir  Service  tp  France ;  and  on  the  other  hand  he  found  Means 
to  diftrefs  the  Emperor  by  fupporting  the  Proteftants  in  Germans 
find  calling  in  the  King  of  Sweden  to  their  Affiftance,  at  the 
ftme  tirrjc  that  he  was  deftroying  them  in  France. 

But  all  tbjs  could  not  be  done  without  maintaining  a  confider- 
pble  Force,  and  ading  on  many  Sides  at  once,  which  none 
pf  the  former  Kings  of  France  had  been  able  to  do;  but  the 
Qardinal  found  Ways  and  Means  to  keep  up  numerous 
Aftyifs,  sqrnjTWdqd  by  Q^cerf  epurely  depending  upon  the 
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King,  or  rather  upon  himfelf,  which  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
aded  agaiaft  the  Enemies  Abroad,  kept  the  Difcontented  in 
Awe  at  Home. 

Thus  in  163$,  when  the  King  declared  War  againft  Spain, 
after  acting  againft  that  Crown  for'feveral  Years  together  under 
Pretence  of  affifting  his  Allies,*  he  was  obliged  to  have  five 
Annies  in  the  Field,  one  in  the  Low  Countries,  another  in 
Germany*  a  Third  in  Italy,  a  Fourth  in  Franche  Comity  and  a 
Fifth  in  Rmffiliien,  befides  two  Fleets,  one  under  the  Command 
of  the  Archbifhop  of  Bvurdeaux,  and  another  under  fevcral 
Officers. 

It  is  very  true,  that  thefe  Fleets  were  far  from  being  confider- 
able;  but  however,  it  is  rather  wonderful  that  he  had  any  Fleets* 
than  that  they  were  fmall  \  for,  in  fad,  his  Father  had  not  fo 
much  as  a  Ship  of  War.  But  the  Cardinal  was  the  great  Spring 
and  Manager  of  all  $  he  commanded  the  Armies  of  France,  when 
it  was  necefiary,  with  the  Power  of  Conftable;  and  he  afiumed 
the  entire  Direction  of  Naval-  Affairs,  with  the"  Title  of  Grand 
Matter  ia  Chief,  and  Sur-Intendent-General  of  the  Navigation- 
and  Commerce  of  France. 

As  he  had  thus,  under  one  Title,  or  other,  the  whole  Power 
of  the  Kingdom  in  his  Hands,  he  was  the  firft  that  (hewed  the 
mighty  Resources  of  France ;  and  partly  by  Force,  partly  by 
Fraud,  ibmetimes  by  the  Help  of  numerous  Armies,  but  more 
frequently  by  filent 'Intrigues,  he  fo  diftrcfled  and  weakened 
both  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spain,  that  they  faw  they 
were  in  no  Condition  of  continuing  the  War ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  found  themfelves  at  a  Lofs  how  to  extricate  themfelvea 
by  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace. 

In  former  Times  they  had  been  able  to  create  Diverfions  in 
France,  by  affifting  fuch  Lords  as  were  difcontented  with  the 
Court ;  they  tried  the  fame  Method  now,  but  not  with  their 
ufual  Succefs :  For  in  the  Year  1641,  the  Count  de  Soiffins,  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  a  mod  inveterate  Enemy  to  the  Car- 
dinal, loft  his  Life  in  the  Battle  of  Sedan,  after  he  had  obtained 
the  Vidory ;  and  it  is  thought  war  aflaffinated  by  a  Perfon  em- 
ployed for  that  Purpofe  by  the  Cardinal. 

The  Duke  de  BotaUim*  who  was  alfo  engaged  in  this  Affair, 
retired  into  the  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Sedan,  of  which  he  was  So* 
vereign,  and  which  in  thofe  Days  was  looked  upon  as  impreg- 
nable \  yet  fcarce  thinking  himfelf  in  Safety  there,  upon  the 
King's  Approach  he  came  out,  and  threw  himfelf  at  his  Feet, 
by  which  Means  he  received  at  that  Time  his  Life,  from  a 
well-timed  but  duTejubfcd  Mercy, 
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But  the  Cardinal  prt&fed  this  Method  with  fuchSoccefs,  in 
Favour  of  Promts .  as  not  only  produced  immediate  and  impor- 
tant Effects,  but  fucb  alfo  as  for  ever  weakened  the  Power  of 
both  thofe  Potentates.  Thus,  on  the  Part  of  Spain,  Catalonia 
was  engaged  to  revolt,  which  drew  the  entire  Attention  of  the 
ipantjh  Miniftry  on  that  Side,  and  fo  made  way  for  the  Houfe 
of  Braganca  to  mount  the  Throne  of  Portugal,  and  maintain 
itfelf  on  the  other. 

In  Germany*  befides  bringing  many  Princes  into  a  clofe 
League  againft  the  Emperor,  his  own  moft  able  and  fuccefeful 
General,  Count  JValleftein,  afterwards  Duke  of  Friedkati,  was 
debauched  from  his  Obedience,  and  encouraged  to  think  of  ren- 
dering himfeif  Matter  of  his  native  Country  of  Bohemia.  And 
fo  many  Adventurers  at  the' Head  of  mercenary  Armies  were 
fupported  by  Prance  in  the  Empire,  that  the  Chief  of  it  knew  not 
bow  to  a& ;  and  all  the  Members  of  the  Germamck  Body  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  let  France  dictate  the  Terms  of  Peace, 
which  were  the  fele  Contrivance  of  this  Cardinal,  tho'it  was 
not  till  after  his  Demife,  that  this  fubtil  Scheme  of  his  was  exe- 
cuted in  its  full  Extent  by  his  Succeffor  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

The  Part  that  Britain  might  have  taken  in  fuch  a  bufy  Scene, 
was  doubtful ;  and  therefore,  by  way  of  Prevention,  or  Precau- 
tion, the  Scots  were  ftirred  up  againft  King  Charles  I.  and  en- 
couraged (to  revenge  the  Succours  he  had  given  the  Racbdlers) 
to  demand  the  Protection  of  France  againft  their  natural  Prince. 
This  Humour  fpreading  Southward,  produced  the  Civil  War, 
in  which  the  Cardinal  held  Intelligence  with  both  Parties  (that 
k,  in  the  Beginning)  and  bf  insinuating  evil  Impreffions  of  one 
Side  to  the  other,  prevented  all  Poffibility  of  Reconciliation, 
which  brought  on  the  End. 

In  holy  and  in  Holland,  the  fame  Methods  were  purfued; 
and  the  mighty  Honours  paid  by  the  French  Ambaffadors  to 
the  then  Prince  of  Orange,  were  calculated  to  kindle  thofe 
jealoufies  and  Heart-burnings,  that  were  very  near  fubverting 
tlTat  Commonwealth,  By  Arts  like  thefe,  Cardinal  Ridxk* 
in  a  very  ftxort  Space  of  Time  intirely  changed  the  Face  of 
Things  ;  and  from  overgrown  Power,  unreafonabk  Influence, 
and  a  kind  of  imiverfaT  Monarchy,  ■  reduced  the  Houfe  of 
Jhtfirta  to  extreme  Weaknefs  on  one  Side,  and  to  a  very  limited 
Authority  on  the  other,  drew  over  many  of  its  Allies,  and 
frighted  the  reft  from  {hewing  any  Affection  towards  that  Fa- 
mily. So  that  we  may  from  hence  difcern,  what  vaftD*fi?nf 
orrcreftlefs  and  able  Genius  can  effed,  when  it  has  its  full  Scope 
arrd  fit  Matter  to  work  upon,  which  was  precifely  this  Mini^ $ 
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Monarchy,  as  well  as  enlarging  the  Power  of  the  King,  though 
they  raifed  Cardinal  Richelieu  in  the  Opinion  and  Efteem  of  his 
Mafter,  yet  were  they  very  far  from  gaining  his  Affe&ion.  W© 
have  already  given  the  Reader  his  Chara&er,  and  from  hence  it 
will  appear  that  he  was  incapable  of  loving  any  thing,  from  the 
natural  Timidity  of  hw  Temper ;  which  prompting  him  to  part 
with  his  Authority  for  the  Support  of  his  Government,  at  the 
feme  time  inclined  him  to  be  extremely  jealous  and  fufpicious 
of  thofe  to  whom  he  parted  with  it,  though  they  managed  it 
ever  fo  much  to  his  Advantage. 

He  had  been  governed  in  his  Minority,  and  for  fome  Yean 
liter,  by  the  Queen  his  Mother,  .whom  he  treated  in  the  re- 
maining Part  of  his  Reign  with  great  Rigour,  not  to  call  it  In- 
humanity. He  made  Ufe  of  his  Favourite  the  Conftable  Luynes 
to  humble  all  that  had  been  attached  to  his  Mother,  yet  he  con- 
ceived fuch  Envy  and  Hatred  towards  him,  as  was  abfolutely 
unbecoming  a  Erince;  for  he  was  wont  to  complain,  that 
bis  Palace  was  not  big  enough  to  hold  two  Kings,  And  when 
the  Englijh  Ambaffador  went  to  confer  with  the  Conftable, 
who  aded  as  Prime  Minifter,  he  faid  to  them  that  were  about 
him,  The  Ambaffador  is  gone  to  take  his  Audience  of  the  King 
Luynes.  Nay,  when  the  Conftable  came  into  his  Prcfence* 
with  many  of  the  Nobility  about  him,  he  (hewed  his  Un- 
cafinefs,  and  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Temper  ftill  more,  by 
whifpering  to  fome  that  were  near  him,  Here  comes  too 
Comt! 

He  was  afraid  of  the  Bifhop  of  Luf oris  Abilities,  beca^fe  he 
believed  htm  devoted  to  his  Mother,  and  on  that  Account  re* 
moved  him  once  from  his  Council ;  but  when  he  perceived  hit 
Ambition  was  fo  great,  as  to  extinguish  all  Sentiments  of  Gra- 
titude for  the  Princefs  who  had  raifed  him,  he  honoured  him 
with  his  intire  Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  from  Rome% 
and  made  him  as  abfolute  both  in  Church  and  State,,  as  it  was 
poftble  lor  him  to  be.  < 

Yet  by  Degrees  he  grew  jealous  even  of  him  j  and  as  his 
Power  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  former  Minifters,  pr  to 
ty  the  Truth,  than  that  of  former  Kings,  he  hated  him  in  the 
feme  Proportion.  The  Cardinal,  who  knew  his  Matter's  Tem- 
per exa&ly,  and  that  he  could  no  more  be  without  a  Favourite 
than  a  Minifter,  judged  it  convenient  to  give  him  one,  a  Man 
•f  *»  agreeable  Behaviour,  and  under  great  Obligations  to  him- 
Wf,  to  prevent  a  worfe  Choice. 

The  Perfon  he  pitched  upon  was  M.  Cinquanars^  the  Son  of 
A*  late,  Marfl^aJ  dyEffiat>  whofe  Fortune  he  had  made,  and 
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•f  whofe  Fidelity  therefore  he  thought  himfdf  fecure.  But  th6 
King  corrupted  his  Favourite*  by  making  him  the  Confident 
of  his  Avetfion  for  his  Minifter.  Befides  the  Ambition  of  the 
young  Man  was  as  boundlefs  as  that  of  the  Cardinal  $  and  he 
had  formed  in  his  own  Breaft  fuch  Schemes  of  Greatnefe,  as  he 
was  fenfible  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  Views  of  Rkbt&su. 
It  was  natural  for  him  therefore,  according  to  the  Policy  of 
Courts,  to  wiflj  the  D^ftru&ion  of  a  Minifter,  whofe  Power 
was  incompatible  with  his  Hopes. 

He  was  fenfible,  that  notwithftanding  his  Obligations  to 
him,  the  King  would  not  be  difpieafed  with  the  Cardinal's 
Fall  ;  but  he  was  fenfible  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  Mailer 
wanted  Spirit  to  accompltfh  what  he  defired  ;  and  this  drove 
him  to  think  of  the  defperate  Method  of  depriving  Riche- 
lieu of  Life  and  Fortune  at  once  by  an  Aflaffination.  He 
remembered  the  Fate  of  the  Queen- Mother's  Favourite,  and 
that  it  was  the  firft  Step  to  the  Greatnefs  of  Lujnes\  and 
he  had  himfelf  an  Intrigue  with  a  great  Princefs,  whom  he 
had  Hopes  of  marrying,  if  he  once  arrived  at  the  Dignity  of 
Conftable. 

But  by  a  Train  of  unforefeen  Accidents,  and  that  Confufion 
of  Mind,  which  is  natural  to  Men  who  are  embarked  in  dark 
and  dangerous  Defigns,  he  did  not  carry  this  Confpiracy  againft 
the  Cardinal  into  Execution,  in  the  Manner  be  intended  \ 
and  the  Cbnfequence  of  this  was,  that  in  this  Seafen  of  Delay, 
the  Cardinal  came  to  be  informed  of  all  that  had  bfen  contrived 
againft  him. 

He  did  not  immediately  take  that  Vengeance  Which  might 
have  been  expe&ed  from  a  Man  of  his  Spirit  and  Refolution, 
which  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  Circumftances  of 
Affairs,  but  more  to  an  Indifpofition  of  Body ;  he  kept  there- 
fore  at  a  Diftance  from  the  Court,  took  the  neceffary  Precau- 
tions for  the  Security  of  his  Perfon,  and  very  wifely  waited  to 
fee  what  Time  would  produce. 

M»  de  C'mqutmars,  who  could  not  but  perceive  the  Danger 
he  was  in,  had  recourfe  for  his  Security  to  Meafures  which 
ended  in  his  Deftrudion.  He  knew  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
the  King's  Brother,  hated  the  Minifter  as  heartily  as  he  did; 
he  knew  that  the  Duke  de  Botullony  and  others  of  die  principal 
Nobility,  were  of  the  fame  Sentiments  ;  he  thought  therefore 
jf  he  could  engage  them  in  his  Party,  and  draw  them  into 
a  Treaty  with  Spain,  they  might  make  themfelves  Aire  of 
£ afoty,  if  not  of  Succefs;  and  in  this  Defign  he  proceeded 
fartUi  than  in  the  former,  for  thefe  great  Men  came  readily 
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into  hisT^fpofe ;  and  by  the  Affiftance  of  Mr.  FontratSeSj  the 
Treaty  with  his  Cathoiick  Majefty  was  a&ually  concluded. 

The  principal  Articles  of  this  Treaty  were,  that  the  King  of 
Spain  fhould  furnifh  Monfieur  with  twelve  thoufand  Foot,  and 
five  thoufand  Horfe,  fhould  fupply  him  alfo  with  four  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  for  levying  Soldiers  in  France,  and  twelve 
thoufand  Crowns  a  Month  towards  their  Pay.  The  Duke  de 
Bmllon  was  to  have  a  Penfion  of  forty  thoufand  Crowns,  and 
M.  Cinquemars  the  fame.  The  latter  communicated  the 
whole  State  of  thefe  Affairs  to  his  Friend  M.  de  Thou,  a  Man 
of  great  Worth  and  Probity,  who  diffuaded  him  from  proceed- 
ing on  this  Scheme,  and  exprefied  a  juft  Forefight  of  the  dread- 
ful Calamities  with  which,  whatever  Turn  it  took,  it  mull  be 
inevitably  attended. 

The  Cardinal's  withdrawing  from  Affairs  produced  many 
Inconveniencies,  which  the  King  quickly  perceived,  and  had 
Senfe  and  Penetration  enough  to  difcover  that  the  Ruin  of 
RicbeEetr**  Power  would  be  attended  with  that  of  his  Autho- 
rity, of  which  he  was  ftill  more  jealous  than  of  his  Minifter  : 
This  foon  led  to  a  Reconciliation ;  and  the  Queen,  who  hated 
the  Cardinal  as  much  as  any  of  his  Enemies,  having  been  in- 
formed by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  of  fome  Part  of  his  Defign, 
and  perceiving  it  would  be  attended  with  difagreeable  Con- 
fluences to  herfeif,  in  cafe  of  the  King's  Death,  difcovered 
all  (he  knew  to  the  Cardinal,  notwithstanding  her  Averfion 
to  him.  The  King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  this,  than 
he  confidered  it  in  the  fame  Light  the  Cardinal  wifhed  he  fhould 
confider  it,  as  a  downright  Confpiracy,  and  tending  to  a 
dangerous  Rebellion. 

The  Duke  de  Bouilkn,  M.  Cinquemars^  and  M.  de  71m 
were  feized ;  the  Vifcount  de  Fontrmlits  took  care  to  withdraw 
in  Time,  and  thereby  efcaped  the  Fate  of  his  Friends.  M* 
Gnptemars,  and  M.  de  Thou  were  condemned,  the  former  for 
Treafon,  and  the  latter  for  concealing  that  Trcafon  when 
difclofed  to  him,  to  lofe  their  Heads ;  and  this  Sentence  was 
immediately  put  in  Execution.  M.  Gnquemars  was  not  much 
pitied,  but  the  whole  Nation  was  under  a  remarkable  Concern 
for  M.  de  Thou,  who  was  the  Son  of  the  great  Prefident  oT  the 
fame  Name,  and  was  thought  to  have  owed  his  Death  to  the 
ill  Character  defervedly  given  by  the  Prefident  to  the  Uncle  of 
the  Cardinal,  in  his  admirable  Hiftory. 

As  for  the  Duke  de  Bouillon,  though  this  was  not' either 
his  firft  or  his  fecond  Offence,  yet  his  Life  was  fpared  upon 
his  furrendering  into  the  Kings  Hands  the  Citadel  and  Princi- 
pality 
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patity  ot  Sedan,  which  was  his  Property,  am)  was  2  Place  of 
very  great  Confequcnce.  Thus  ended  a  Confpiracy,  which 
inftead  of  deftroying  either  the  Perfon  or  Power  of  the  Cardi- 
nal, contributed  to  the  Security  of  the  former,  and,  ifpof&ble, 
to  the  enlarging  of  the  latter,  but  very  plainly  to  the  Efta- 
blifliment  of  both. 

The  Year  1 642  was  alike  fatal  to  the  Enemies  of  the  Cardinal 
'  de  RicbeBitiy  and  to  himfelf.  On  the  third  of  July  the  Queen- 
Mother,  Mary  de  Medic$s>  breathed  her  I  aft  at  Cologn,  in  the 
fixty-eighth  Year  of  her  Age,  having  fuffered  a  long  Perfecu- 
tion,  and  fpent  feme  Years  in  Banifhment,  from  the  unnatural 
Severity  of  her  Son,  and  the  unrelented  Hate  of  the  Car- 
dinal, though  (he  had  been  a  molt  tender  Mother  to  the  for- 
mer, and  a  very  kind  Miftrefs  to  the  latter,  who  was  indebted 
to  her  for  his  nrft  Preferments,  and  for  his  Introdu&ion  to 
that  Power,  which  with  fo  much  Inhumanity  he  had  exercifed 
againft  her. 

On  the  eleventh  of  September  following,  Cinqueman  and 
de  Thou  loft  their  Heads  at  Lyons  j  and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  the  fame  Month  Sedan  was  yielded  into  the  King's  Hands. 
Thefe  great  and  happy  Turns  of  Fortune  feemed  to  reprieve  the 
Cardinal  from  the  Grave.  He  had  long  languifhed  under  a 
painful  and  dangerous  Diftemper,  which  terminated  at  length 
in  a  Cancer  in  his  Arm,  which  the  Phyficians  could  not  cure,  and 
to  the  Anguifh  which  it  created  they  could,  with  all  their  Slul)9 
give  little  or  no  Relief. 

His  Strength  decayed  daily,  and  with  it  his  Spirits  funk  fo 
much,  that  he  was  unable  to  rife  j  yet  he  quitted  the  City 
of  Lyons  the  Day  that  thofe  Gentlemen  were  executed,  and  was 
carried  in  a  Litter  on  Mens  Shoulders  to  Fountainbleau,  where 
the  King  then  was.  He  came  thither  in  Ottober%  quitted  his 
Bed,  waited  on  his  Majefty  with  as  much  Affiduity,  and  ap- 
plied himfelf  to  Bufinefs  with  as  much  Vigilance  and  Acti- 
vity as  ever.  But  after  Six  Weeks  Refpite  his  Diftemper 
attacked  him  again  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  left  him  no  Hopes  of 
efcaping. 

The  King  did  him  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit,  and  exprefled 
much  Concern  at  the  Condition  in  which  he  found  him} 
but  there  is  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  Sincerity  of  his  Majefty 's 
Grief)  fince  after  the  Cardinal's  Deceafe,  which  happened  on 
the  fourth  of  December  following,  he  appeared  to  be  Very  well 
pleafed  on  finding  himfelf  delivered  from  a  Minifter  whofe 
Power  he  dreaded,  and  from  whom  he  knew  not  bow  to  take 
it  away. 
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A  flrooser  Proof  of  his  Sentiments  in  this  Refped  was  hh 
letting  at  Liberty,  and  recalling  to  Court,  fuch  of  the  Cardinal's 
Enemies,  as  were  either  imprifoned  or  banifhed  at  the  Time  of 
his  Demife;  fach  as  the  Marshals  At^Vitry,  de  Ba[ompiert% 
dEtrees,  and  feveral  Others ;  who  immediately  returned  to  his 
Prefence,  and  were  well  received.  Such  are  the  Virtues  of  fame 
Ministers !  and  the  Gratitude  of  fome  Kings  1 

It  was  not  long  that  this  Monarch  enjoyed  that  Liberty  wkh 
which  he  was  fo  much  pleafed.  He  had  fuffered  for  four  Yean 
and  upwards  by  a  painful  Diftemper,  which  weakened  him  ex- 
ceedingly, and  which  had  feveral  times  reduced  him  to  the  very 
Point  of  Death.  His  bad  Habit  of  Body,  and  his  Negle&  of 
all  Regimen,  made  his  Malady  abfolutely  incurable;  and  the 
April  following  the  Cardinal's  Death,  the  King  found  his  own 
approaching  fo  haftily,  that  he  thought  fit  to  draw  up  a  Decla- 
ration tor  fettling,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  government  of  the 
Kingdom  aftej  his  Deceafe. 

The  principal  Points  of  this  Declaration  were  thefe  :  That 
the  Qyeen  his  Wife  fhould  be  Regent  during  the  Minority  of 
his  Son ;  that  his  only  Brother  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  ihouid 
be  the  King's  Lieutenant  throughout  the  Realm,  and  Prefident 
of  the  Queen's  Council,  and,  in  cafe  of  his  Abfence,  the  Prince 
of  Condi*  This  Council  of  Regency  was  to  be  compofed  of 
the  Perfons  before-mentioned,  the  Duke  of  Ltnguevillc,  Julim 
Mazarin,  (for  whom  Richelieu,  a  little  before  his  Death,  had 
procured  the  Cardinal's  Hat)  the  Chancellor  of  France,  the  Su*- 
Intendant  of  the  Finances,  and  M.  Cbavigny.  The  King  caufed 
this  Declaration  to  be  figned  by  the  Queen,  and  by  Monileur, 
The  Prince  of  C#&£  and  theChancetlot  carried  it  to  the  Parliament 
of  Paris,  where  it  (was  registered  the  twenty-firft  of  April  1643. 

The  King  furvived  to  the  fourteenth  of  May,  and  then  died 
in  exceflive  Agonies  both  of  Body  and  Mind.  He  was  chiefly 
troubled  at  his  unnatural  Severity  to  the  Queen  his  Mother,  to 
whom  he  had  refuted  Leave  to  return  into  France  when  fhc 
made  him  the  utmoft  Submiffions,  and  when  he  had  not  the  leaft 
Reafon  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  her  Return  that  could  give 
him  the  leaft  Uneafinefs.  He  regretted  likewife  the  Rigour  of 
Richelieu's  Adminiftratioh,  and  the  Torrents  of  Blood  that  had 
been  fhed  thereby.  1 

He  annexed  the  County  of  Roujftllon  to  his  Kingdom,  and 
inlarged  the  Royal  Authority  far  beyond  its  ancient  and  legal 
Bounds.  This  was  the  great,  the  diftinguiflied  Characteriftick 
of  his  Reign,  which  induced  me  to  take  fo  much  Pains  to  (hew 
in  a  narrow  Compafs,  bow  fo  great  a  Change  was  brought  about. 
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Yet  after  al!  that  has  been  faid,  it  can  be  but  imperfe&y  finder' 
ftood,  unlefs  it  be  more  particularly  (hewn  what  that  Change 
was*  which  was  thus  made. 

Before  this  Time  the  Nobility  were  potent,  and  even  the 
meaneft  of  the  People  were  in  fome  tneafure  free  ;  but  at  his 
Deceafe  the  Royal  Authority  had  almoft  fwallowed  up  all ;  and 
Mens  Safeties  and  Fortunes,  ae  well  as  Power  and  Preferment 
depended  on  the  Will  of  the  King  and  his  Minifters.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  abje£t  Flattery,  or  rather  tidiculous  Folly  of 
thofe  Times,  that  his  Subje&s  bellowed  on  him  the  Sirname  of 
Juft  ;  as  if  he  had  been  more  careful  in  obferving  the  Laws, 
and  maintaining  the  ancient  and  legal  Conititution  of  France^ 
than  any  of  his  Predeceffors ;  whereas  in  fad,  he  did  more  to- 
wards destroying  it,  than  all  the  Kings  that  had  reigned  before 
him. 

It  is  true,  this  did  not  proceed  fo  much  from  himfelf  as  from 
his  Minifter  ;  but  that  Minifter  could  have  done  nothing  with- 
out the  Affiftance  of  his  Authority  ;  and  if  he  had  preferred  the 
Welfare  of  his  Subje&s  to  the  Pofieffion  of  boundlefe  Power, 
he  would  never  have  given  into  his  Schemes.  But  fo  far 
was  the  King  from  difapproving  the  Plan  that  Richelieu  had  laid 
down,  or  (leliring  his  Projcfis  might  be  thrown  afidc,  that  be 
provided  ti  the  very  laft,  and  even  by  the  Declaration  which 
he  fent  to  the  Parliament,  for  the  putting  them  in  Execution, 
and  that  in  their  atmoft  Extent,  by  giving  a  Place  in  the  Coun- 
cil of  Regency  to  Cardinal  Mazariny  the  Creature  and  Dif- 
ciple  of  Ricb^icuy  who  purfued  his  Matter's  Inftrudions,  if 
not  with  equal  genius,  yet  with  much  greater  Cunning;  fo 
that  in  the  Space  of  thirty- fev en  Years,  (for  fo  long  the  Miniftry 
of  thefe  two  Cardinals  lafted)  the  Defign  of  rendering  the  Go* 
vernment  of  France  (which  in  former  Times  referobled  the 
other  Governments  of  Europe)  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  was 
brought  to  bear,  not  more  to  the  Oppreffion  and  Misfortune  of 
thofe,  who  from  being  Subje&s  only,  were  made  Slaves  therehy* 
than  to  the  Terror  and  Confufion  of  all  Chriftendom  ever  fince. 

It  was  thought  requifite  to .  infift  longer,  and  to  explain 
the  Event?  of  this  Reign  the  more  clearly,  becaufe  if  the 
Reader  will  attentively  confider  them,  he  muft  difcern  why 
France  is  much  more  formidable  to  her  Neighbours  now  thaa 
ihe  was  formerly,  when  perhaps  her  real  Strength  was  greater, 
and  with  what  Reafon  there  is  fo  much  Jealoufy  had  of  hef 
Defigns  beyond  thofe  of  any  other  Ppwer.  We  may  likewife 
.  from  the  foregoing  Account  of  this  extraordinary  Reign,  de- 
duce three  Qblervations  of  the  greateft  Confequence  in  regard 
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to  Government  in  general,  and  which  ought  to-be  perpetually 
in  the  Minds  of  thofe  who  defire  their  pofterity  fhould  remain 
as  free  as  themfelves  have  be-jn,  and  confequently  to  have  their 
own  Memories  revered,  as  juft  AfTertors  ot  Publick  and  Head/ 
Liberty.  .   , 

TheJ&^is,  That  the  perfonal  Characters  of  Princes  are  not . 
Of  any  great  Confequence  in  altering  of  Governments.     Lewis 
the  Juft  was,  in  Parts,  very  far  inferior  to  Henry  the  Great* 
and  yet  he  acquired  much  more  Power  by  liftening  to  the  Sug- 
geftions  of  a  Minifter  who  governed  him,  whereas  his  Father 
governed  his  Minifters  as  well  as  his  .Subjeds.     There  are  very 
great  Qualities  requifite  in  a  Prince  who  aims  himfelf  at  over- . 
turning  a  Conftitution ;  but  paflive  Obftinacy  is  a  Quality  not 
hard  to  be  met  with,  and  this  conducted  by  a  defigning  Minifter  •  • 
will  do  the  Work  to  the  full  as  well. 

Secondly*  There  is  nothing  fo  dangerous  in  any  limited  Mo- 
narchy, or  mixed  State,  as  tyftematical  Adminiftrations,  whe-  . 
ther  they  are  calculated  to  introduce  Tyranny  or  defeminate  Cor- 
ruption ;  which,  in  the  Body  Politick,  differ  from  each  other  no 
more  than  an  Inflammation  from  a  Mortification  in  a  natural 
Body ;  that  is,  the  former  is  more  alarming,  and  the  latter  more, 
or  at  leaft  equally  dangerous* 

Thirdly,  Such  Alterations  can  never  be  wrought  but  by  an 
artful  Management  of  FaftionS)  which  are  never  fo  dangerous 
to  the  Freedom  of  a  People,  as  when  they  are  connived  at, 
and  tampered  with,  by  a  Court.  When  the  Phyfician  and  the 
Difeaji  are  agreed,  the  Patient^  let  his  Conftitution  be  ever  fo 
good,  cannot  left  long*  But  let  us  return  now  from  Reflections 
to  Hiftory. 

Lewis  XIV.  fucceeded  his  Father  at  the  Age  of  four  Years 
and  eight  Months,  under  the  Tutelage  of  his  Mother  Ante  of 
Auftria%  Daughter  of  Philip  III.  Xing  of  Spain,  ftis  long 
Reign,  the  Evennefs  and  Firmnefs  of  his  Temper,  the  Variety  » 
of  Opportunities  that  offered,  and  which,  generally  ipeaking, 
no  Prince  knew  better  how  to  turn  to  his  Own  Advantage,  ena-  . 
bled  him  to  compleat  what  his  Parent  and  Predeceflbr  had  begun 5 
and  therefore  a  juft. and  comprehenfive  Idea  of  his  Reign  is  ab~ 
folutely  neceflary,  to  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Political  State  of  Europe, 

In  order  to  contribute  to  this  as  far  as  is  poffibte,  and  yeC 
keep  as  much  within  Bounds  as  fo  fruitful  and  fo  extenuve 
a  Subject  will  allow,  we  (hall  divide  the  general  Reprefenta* 
tion  of  this  Reign  into  five  diftincl:  Periods}  in  each  of  wbklt 
we  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  ruling  Maxim  that  was  < 
purfued,  the  Means  that  were  made  ufe  of  for  its  Accoiiw 
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pliflunent,  and  how  far  they  were  or  were  not  attended  with 
Succefs. 

Thefe  Periods  {hall  be  from  the  Acccflion  of  the  King  in 
1643,  to  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees  in  1660  ;  from  that  Peace 
to  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Nimeguen  in  1679  ;  from  the  Peace 
of  Nimeguen  to  that  of  Ryfwick  in  1697  ;  from  the  Peace  of 
Jlyfwick  to  that  of  Utrecht*  in  1712;  from  the  Peace  of  Utrecht 
to  the  Death  of  Lewis  the  XlVth  in  17 15. 

By  confidcring  the  Events  within  thefe  five  Periods  with  pro- 
per Attention,  we  (halt  be  able  to  difcern  how  the  Government 
of  France  was  intirely  modelled  into  as  abfolute  a  Monarchy  as 
ever  exifted  j  how  the  Power  of  that  Crown  has  gradually  in- 
creafed  at  the  lExpence  of  its  Neighbours,  to  that  formidable 
Greatnefs  which  rendered  it  the  Terror  of  Europe  at  the  opening 
of  theprefent  Century,  and  how  itefcaped  being  reduced  within 
reafonable  Bounds  by  a  grand  Alliance,  as  happily  conducted  in 
the  Courfe  of  the  laft  general  War,  as  it  was  wifely  concerted 
in  the  Beginning  of  it.. 

Thefe  are  Things  of  fuch  Importance,  that  without  a  clear 
and  perfect  Notion  of  them,  it  is  limply  impoffible  to  have 
any  true  and  well  grounded  Conceptions  of  the  prefent  .State 
of  Europe*  and  the  refpedive  Interefts  of  its  feveral  Powers ; 
.  much  lefs  any  Degree  of  Forefight  as  to  future  Events,  and 
what  the  Confequences  may  be  of  the  Increafe  or  Decline 
of  the  Power  and  Influence  of  this  ambitious  and  all-grafping 
Crown. 

We  will  begin  then  with  a  fuccin&  Account  with  what  pafled 
under  the  Regency  of  the  Queen- Mother,  whofe  firft  and  fet- 
tled Maxim  was  to  increafe  and  extend  her  Authority  to  the 
utmoft ;  in  order  to  which,  fhe  employed  all  die  Arts  natural 
to  her  Sex,  to  gain  the  Hearts,  or  at  lead  the  Voices  of  the 
principal  Perfons  of  the  Kingdom,  during  the  laft  Illnefs  of 
her  Confort 5  fo  that  within  four  Days  after  his  Deceafe,  fhe 
obtained  a  Declaration  from  the  Parliament  of  Paris*  by  which 
fhe  was  appointed  folely  and  fimply  Regent  of  the  Kingdom 
during  the  Minority  of  her  Son.  And  within  four  Hours  after 
obtaining  this  Declaration,  which  entirely  cancelled  that  of 
the  late  King  figned  by  herfelf,  and  approved  by  the  fame 
Parliament,  the  placed  Cardinal  Mazarin  at  the  Head  of  her 
Council.  » 

As  this  Minifter  conduced  the  Affairs  of 'France  with  great 
Variety  of  Fortune  for  eighteen  Years,  and  as  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  given  his  Mailer  that  Plan  of  Policy  purfued  through  his 
long  Reign  5  and  which,  for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  con- 
trary, is  Sill  purfuing ;  it  wiU  b$  neceffary  to  enter  more  parti- 
cularly 
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MUtrly  irito  his  Chara&er,  and  to  fhew  by  what  Steps  lie3  rofe 
from  being  a  mere  Adventurer,  without  any  great  Pretences  ti 
Family,  Credit*  or  Fortune,  to  the  Ranjc  of  firft  Minifter  iri 
a  Kingdom  where  he  was  an  utter  Stringer  £111  the  time  he  wa* 
forty  Years  of  Age.         « 

He  was  by  Birth  a  Gentleman  of  Rome  j  his  Enemies  indeed  * 
have  difputed  this,  and  his  Friends  never  contended  for  any 
thing  more.  He  ftudied  for  fome  time  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Salamanca  iri  Spain,  but  he  neither  was  nor  affedted  to  b< 
thought  learned ;  while  he  wad  at  this  Univerfity,  he  had 
the  Curiofity  too  common  in  ail  Countries,  but  moft  fo  in 
Italy  and  Spain,  to  have  the  Figure  of  his  Nativity  drawn  and 
judged  by  a  famous  Aftrdloger  of  thofe  Days,  who  vtry  posi- 
tively pronounced^  that  he  would  one  Day  becorfte  Pope ;  which 
(hewed  his  Ignorance,  or  rather  the  Fallacy  of  that  pretended 
Art,  by  which  all  who  put  any  Truft  in  it  have  been  miferably 
deceived. 

He  was  firft  the  Creature  of  the  Houfe  of  Coknnay  into  which 
6ne  of  his  Nieces  afterwards  married *  his  next  Patron  was 
Cardinal  Sachetti ;  then  he  became  a  Captain  of  Horfe.  Being 
taken  notice  of  by  Cardinal  Antonio  Sqrberini9  he  laid  afide 
the  Military,  and  affumed  the  Ecclefiafticstl  Habit.  He  wad 
taade  ufe  of  as  an  Agent  by  the  French  Court  iri  concluding;  the 
Peace  of  Cafaly  which  he  performed  at  the  Hazard  of  his  Life* 
when  both  Armies  were  in  the  Field,  in  Sight*  and  ready  to 
engage.  ( 

This  recoifimended  him  to  Cardinal  KjcbeEeitj  who  took 
him  intirely  into  his  Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  from  Rome 
at  the  Recommendation  of  hii  Matter,  and  lefThim  much  in 
his  good  Graces  at  the  Time  of  his  Deccafe;  Mazarin  had  a 
fine  Perfon,  an  eafy  and  infmtfating  Addrefs,  was  poffeffed  of 
all  genteel  Accomplifhrhents,had  an  Air"  of  Conrtefy  anAJfond* 
nefs,  fpoke  fenfibly  of  Affairs  of  Importance,  agreeably  ami 
pleafantly  on  all  other  Topicks.  In  fhort^  he  wis  an  able 
Statefman  and  a  finifhed  Courtier  ;  but  as  for  Religion,  Virtue* 
Honour,  Probity,  or  Regard  for  the  People*  (hey  were  (to  fpeato 
without  Envy  or  Prejudice)  Things  out  of  his  Way  ;  he  did  not, 
either  pretend  to  them  himfelf,  nor  was  He  fufpeded  of  having, 
any  Acquaintance  with  them  by  others,- 

The  Affairs  of  France  werfc  iri  a  very  flotirifning  Condition* 
at  the  Time  the  Queen  entered  upon  her  Regency  ;  and  her 
Majefty  thought  fit  to  continue  the  War  with  great  Vigour 
for  many  Reafcns,  particularly  for  thefe  tw6  j  firft,  that  fh6 
i  might  fatisfy  the  Princes  of  the  Bfood,  and  othef  great'  Perfofls 
in  the  Kingdom,  by  bellowing  upon  them  the  Command  of 
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Amkies;  the  other,  that  (he  might  keep  the  Dutch,  the  German 
Princes,  and  the  Swedes,  clofely  united  to  France,  and  thereby 
find  the  Enemies  of  that  Crown  (o  much  Employment  in  de- 
fending themfelvei,  that  they  fhouW  not  either  have  Tempta- 
tion or  Opportunity  to  enter  into  any  Intrigues  with  the  Male- 
contents  in  France. 

Her  views  met  with  Succefs,  the  Duke  de  Anguien,*  Son  to 
the  Prince  of  Condi,  and  who  afterwards  bore  himfelf  that  Title, 
gained  a  great  Vidory  over  the  Spaniards,  May  18,  1643, 
in  the  Plains  of  Rocroy,  where  there  were  eight  thoufand  killed 
and  feven  thoufand  taken  Prifoners  5  and  loon  after  he  made 
himfelf  Matter  of  the  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Thionvi/le.  The  Duke 
of  Orleans  likewife  took  Uravelines  by  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Dutch  Fleet.  The  Count  du  Pleffis-Pralin  pulhed  on  the  War 
in  Italy,  and  the  Duke  de  Breze  defeated  the  Spanijh  Fleet  at 
Sea;  but  in  that  famous  Engagement  loft  his  Head  by  a  Cannon- 
fliot.  In  Germany,  though  the  Congrefs  was  then  fitting  at 
Mmfier,  the  War  was  carried  on  with  great  Vigour,  but  with 
various  Succefs  ;  and  at  Home  the  Cardinal  thought  fit  to  re- 
move the  Chancellor  of  France,  and  Mr.  Chavigny  Secretrary 
of  State  from  the  Functions  of  their  refpe&ive  Offices,  and 
excluded  them  from  Council. 

The  Vifcount  Turerme  having  been  beat  in  Germany,  the 
Duke  de  Angmen  was  fent  to  his  Affiftance,  and  had  great 
Succefs.  Tortenfin  at  the  Head  of  the  Swedes  having  defeated 
the  ImperiaBfts  in  Bohemia,  ftruck  exceffive  Terror  into  that 
Part  of  Germany,  to  increafe  which  the  Duke  de  Anguien  ad- 
vanced into  Swahia,  and  on  the  third  of  Augufl  1645,  defeated 
Count  Mercy,  near  NordBngen,  where  that  General,  with  near 
three  thoufand  of  his  Men,  loft  their  Lives.  The  Duke  then 
carried  his  Army  into  Flanders,  where  he  took  fome,  and  re- 
covered many  other  Places  ;  but  things  going  very  indifferently 
on  the  Side  of  Spain,  the  Duke  was  re-called,  and  fent  into 
Catalonia  with  the  Title  of  Viceroy;  but  from  various  Ac- 
cidents he  had  not  the  fame  good  Fortune  there,  which,  ai 
things  then  flood,  perhaps  did  not  much  difpleafe  the  Court. 

In  the  Year  1647  *c  City  of  Naples  revolted,  and  the  Duke 
of  Guije  went  thither  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Rebels ; 
but  in  this  the  Court  of  France,  as  ufual,  a&ed  a  very  double 
Part,  that  is  to  fay,  they  fecretly  encouraged  the  Duke  in  hit 
Enterprise,  and  openly  difavowed  any  Concern  in  it ;  which 
however  was  very  lucky  for  him,  fince  the  Rebels  being  defeated 
in  the  fucceeding  Year,  and  himfelf  made  Prifoner,  he  fcved  his 
Life  by  pretending  to  be  an  Enemy  to  France. 
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In  the  beginning  of  1648,  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  concluded  at  Munfter  a  Peace  with  Spain,  by  which 
that  Crown  acknowledged  them  for  an  Independent  Republick, 
with  which  the  Court  of  Frame  was  very  far  from  being 
pleafed. 

The  Vifcount  Tureme,  affifted  by  the  SweHJh  General 
Wrangel,  defeated  the  Imparialifts  at  Summerhaufen  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  May  1648,  after  which  they  pillaged  all  Bavaria. 
The  Arch-duke  Leopold  had  confidcrable  Succefs  with  the  Zw- 
perial  Troops  in  the  Low -Countries,  where  he  made  himfelf 
Matter  of  Lens  and  other  Places ;  but  the  Prince  of  Condi  (for- 
merly Duked'Angw'en)  put  a  Stop  to  his  Conquefts,  by  defeating 
his  Army  near  the  Place  laft  mentioned,  on  the  20th  of  Auguji 
1648  ;  where  the  Imperialifts  loft  feven  thoufand  Men,  thirty- 
eight  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  upwards  of  an  hundred  Standards 
and  Colours. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Odober  the  fame  Year,  the  Treaties 
tfWeflphalia  were  concluded,  which  have  been  fo  often  men* 
tioned,  and  by  which  France  gained  the  Sovereignty  of  Metz, 
Tout,  and  Verdun,  of  which  (he  had  been  long  in  Pofleffion, 
though  by  no  better  Title  than  that  of  Force.  Alface  was  like- 
wife  yielded  to  her  by  this  Treaty,  to  the  lafting  Prejudice  of 
the  Empire ;  which  gave  up  alfo  the  important  Places  of  Brifac, 
and  PbtBpfbour% ;  fo  that  the  French  were  extremely  well  paid 
for  any  Affiftance  they  had  given  to  the  Princes  and  States  of 
Germany,  in  recovering  their  Liberties  and  fecuring  their  Con- 
stitution. 

Thus  the  War  ended  on  this  Side  as  much  to  their  Advan- 
tage as  they  could  wifb,  and  much  more  than  they  could  with 
any  Reafon  expeft ;  fince  the  Civil  DifTcntions  were  again  broke 
out  in  France  with  more  Heat  and  Fury  than  had  ever  happened 
in  the  laft  Reign,  as  we  (hall  prefently  fee  ;  but  the  War  with 
Spain  ftill  continued,  tho'  for  that  Reafon  on  the  Side  of  France, 
with  very  indifferent  Succefs. 

The  Queen-Mother  had  hitherto  conduced  her  Regency  with 
Eafe  to  herfelf,  and  Reputation  to  the  Crown.  But  in  1048,  a 
Party  was  formed  againft  the  Cardinal,  in  which  the  Parliament 
of  Paris  joined  with  the  Prince  of  Conti,  and  the  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lorrain,  and  carried  things  to  a  very  great  Height ; 
fo  high  indeed,  that  the  Royal  Authority,  which  had  been  ex- 
tended beyond  all  Bounds,  was  of  a  fudden  ftrangely  curtailed ; 
and  the  Parliament,  aflifted  by  the  Princes,  began  to  take  upon 
them  the  Supreme  Authority. 

If  this  had  arifen  from  a  real  Spirit  of  Patriotifm,  or  had 
been  conducted  by  Men  who  meant  well  to  their  Country,  it 
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jmight  have,  been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Nation ;  but  at 
fhe  Pretenders  to  Patriotifm  were  Men  as  ambitious  of  Power 
ps  the  Courtiers,  and  only  took  this  Method  to  gain  it,  the 
Effects  of  their  Proceedings  were  fo  far  from  being  beneficial 
jn  any  Degree  to  the  People,  that  on  the  contrary,*  they  turned 
more  to  their  Prejudice  than  $?  very  worft  Dcfigns  of  the 
Court. 

The  Queen,  who  was  a  Princefs  of  great  Spirit,  and  who 
Well  remembered  how  Ridulieu  had  fupported  his  Authority, 
was  inclined  to  follow  his  Steps  j  but  his  Succefor^/izdr/awas 
of  a  milder  Difpofition,  and  knowing  that  his  Adherents  wifhed 
him  no  better  in  their  Hearts  than  the  moft  violent  of  his  Ene- 
jnies,  ufed,  or  aiFc£ted,  fuch  Moderation  in  his  Conduct,  as 
raifed  him  many  real  Friends. 

It  was  by  his  Advice  that  the  King  fent  a  Declaration  to  the 
Parliament,  which  was  verified  by  them,  to  abate  ten  Millions 
in  their  Annual  Taxes,  two  Millions  in  the  Excifes  of  Paris, 
pnd  to  eftabltfh  the  ordinary  Courfeof  Juffice,  fo  that  no  Man 
could  be  imprifoned  or  profecuted,  but  by  due  Courfe  of 
Law,  If  the  Parliament  had  been  contented  with  this,  and 
Jiad  taken  fair  and  legal  Steps  for  eftablifhing  the  Government 
pn  a  juft  Foundation,  Things  might  have  continued  to  go  well j 
but  they  were  fo  exalted  with  their  Succefs,  and  preftimed  fo 
jnuch  on  the  Timidity  of  the  Cardinal  Minifter,  than  in  the 
Month  pf  January  following,  the  People  made  an  Infurrefiion 
jn  ¥ar\sy  and  obliged  the  King,  the  Queen  his  Mother,  and  ail 
the  Royal  Family,  to  retire  with  great  Precipitation  to  St.  Ger- 
tnairu  j  two  Days  afterwards  the  Parliament  declared  the  Car- 
dinal an  Enemy  to  the  State,  and  a  Difturber  of  the  publick 
Peace;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  endeavoured  to  raife  an 
Army  to  fupport  their  Proceedings. 

The  Queen  upon  this  recalled  the  Prince  of  Condi  with  his 
Army,  which  blocked  up  the  City,  and  fome  Skirmiflies  hap- 
pened, wherein  there  was  coniiderable  Effufion  of  Blood.  In 
pbout  fix  Weeks  Time,  however,  a  temporary  Pacification 
f  nfued  \  the  Prince  of  Canity  and  the  Duke  of  LaKguevilU,  and 
the  other  Grandees,  had  Places  give  them  ;  a  general  Pardon 
was  published,  and  the  Cardinal  thereby  for  that  Time  bought 
b'i6  Peace. 

At  Bottom,  however,  the  fame  Jealouiies  remained,  or  rather 
-pere  increafed  ;  for  the  Parliament  hated  the  Prince  of  Condi 
for  having  afliftcd  the  Queen,  and  defpifpd  the  other  Princes 
for  deferring  them.  The  Cardinal  knowing  this,  and  being 
fenfible  tjiat  his  Authority  could  never  be  fecure  while  the 
PrjWfff  9f  fte  8lo°d  governed  *t  Caujt,  tqpk  this  Opportunity, 
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ind  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1650,  feized  and  imprHbned 
the  Princes  of  Cmde,  and  Conti,  and  the  Duke  of  LongueviHei 
a  Meafure  fi>  far  from  being  difliked  at  Paris,  that  as  fbon  it 
they  heard  of  it,  the  Plople  made  Bonfires  in  the  Streets. 

But  long  before  the  End  of  the  *Year  Things  came  about 
again  ;  the  Nation  in  general  (hewed  great  Concern  for  the 
imprifoned  Princes ;  the  Vifcount  Turenne,  with  a  Body  of  four 
thoufand  Horfe,  attempted  to  fcave  fet  them  at  Liberty,  but 
failed ;  upon  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  King's  UncW, 
put  himfdf  at  the  Head  of  the  difcbntented  Party,  who  were 
dtftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  Frondeurs,  which  fignifto 
literally  the  Stingers,  and  like  moft  Party  Appellations,  ferved 
only  to  incrcafe  the  publick  Confufion,  which  was  already  but 
toogreat. 

The  Cardinal  finding  the  Torrent  tprned,  and  running  vio- 
lently againft  him,  fo  that  he  could  not  avoid  quitting  the  King- 
dom, refolved  to  take  a  bold  Step  before  his  Departure  j  and  ac- 
.  cordingly  went  in  Perfon  to  Havre,  where  the  Princes  were 
confined,  and  having  fet  them  at  Liberty,  fet  out  immediately 
for  Liege.  The  People  of  Paris  were  no  fooner  informed  that 
the  Princes  were  free,  then  they  lighted  Bonfires  in  the  Streets, 
with  as  much  Zeal  and  Sincerity  of  Heart  as  they  had  done  on 
the  News  of  their  Confinement. 

This  Tranfa&ion  happened  in  February  1651,  and  during 
that  whole  Year  Things  went  ftrongly  againft  the  Cardinal^ 
infomuch  that  the  King  was  forced  to  publifh  a  Declaration 
excluding  all  Strangers  from  his  Council,  and  even  all  French 
Cardinals,  as  too  much  addifted  to  the  Pope.  But  this  was  (6 
far  from  giving  Satisfaction,  that  the  Prince  of  Conde,  in  Con- 
jundion  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  other  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  proceeded  to  raife  an  Army,  and  to  enter  into  fecret  En- 
gagements with  Spam.  The  Court  upon  this  feeing  no  Hopes 
of  an  Accommodation,  and  having  more  Need  than  ever  of  the 
Cardinal's  Advice,  refolved  to  recall  him,  of  which  the  Parlia- 
ment being%informed,  in  the  Month  of  December  following  fet 
a  Price  upon  his  Head;  tho'  in  doing  this  they  only  (hewed  how 
high  on  both  Sides  it  was  valued. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  fucceedine  Year  1652,  the  Cardinal 
returned  under  an  Efcortof  fix  thousand  Men,  commanded  by 
the  Marquis  dt  Hocquincourt,  who  for  this  great  Service  * 
was  made  Marfhal  of  France.  A  new  Civil  War  wa3  now 
opened,  and  the  King,  though  of  Age  to  govern  by  himfelf, 
faw  his  Capital,  and  feveral  other  of  the  chief  Cities  in  his  King- 
dom, declare  againft  him ;  the  Prince  of  CaidH  had  a! fo  an 
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Advantage  over  the  new  Marflnl,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Prudence  of  the  Vifcount  Turenne,  now  reconciled  to  the  Court, 
had  entirely  defeated  the  King's  Troops. 

On  the  fecond  of  July  another  Battle  was  fought,  when  the 
Malecontents  in  their  Turn  had  been  totally  routed,  if  the 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  bad  not  caufed  the  Cannon  of 
the  Bajlile  to  be  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops,  and  received  the 
Army  of  the  Prince  of  Condi  into  the  City  of  Paris.  The  King 
upon  this  removed  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  Pontoife,  and  in 
Jugujl  Cardinal  Mazarin  was  again  fo  diftrefied  that  he  retired 
a  fecond  Time  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

Things  however  took  another  Turn  towards  the  latter  End 
of  the  Year.  The  Prince  of  Condi  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
quitted  Paris ;  the  King  went  thither,  the  Parliament  fubmitted 
jntixely,  and  in  February  1653,  the  Cardinal  returned  in 
Triumph  ;  the  King  and  his  Brother  went  two  Leagues  out  of 
Town  to  meet  him,  the  Magistrates  went  in  a  Body  to  com- 
pliment him,  and  the  People  by  their  Bonfires  exprefled  their 
Joy  for  his  Return.  The  Prince  of  Cents  foon  after  married 
the  Cardinal's  Niece,  and  moft  of  the  Places  that  were  held  for 
his  Brother  tho  Prince  of  Condi,  furrendered  to  the  King. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  April  1654,  his  Majefty  in  Parlia- 
ment declared  that  Prince  a  Rebel,  and  deprived  him  of  all  his 
Employments.  On  the  feventh  of  June  following,  the  King 
was  crowned  at  Rheims,  and  at  the  fame  time  took  a  folemn 
Oath  never  to  pardon  Duels.  The  War  continued  all  this 
Time  with  Spain,  and  the  laft  mentioned  Crown  gained  fevcral 
Advantages,  and  had  gained  more  if  Cromwell,  who  then  held 
the  fupreme  Power  in  England,  had  not,  contrary  to  all  the 
Rules  of  Policy  as  well  as  Juftice,  aflifted  the  French  both  by 
Land  and  Sea,  fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  BaUance  of  Power 
in  Ewopes  that  the  Effe&s  of  his  ill  Condu&  in  this  Particular 
are  very  feverely  felt  to  this  Day. 

The  Spaniards  finding  themfelves  in  no  Capacity  of  maintain- 
ing War  againft  France  and  England  at  the  fame  time,  wil- 
lingly liflened  to  Propofitions  of  Peace,  which  was  concluded  on 
the  feventh  of  November  1659,  and  is  that  which  is  filled  the 
Peace  of  the  Pyrenees  ;  and  on  the  ninth  of  June  1660,  Lewis 
the  XIV th  efpoufed  the  Infanta  Maria  Thereja-,  in  Confequence 
of  which  the  Prince  of  Condi  obtained  his  Pardon,  the  Duke  of 
laorrain  was  reftored  to  his  Dominions,  and  France  had  a  fair 
Profpclt  of  Quiet  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  Uncle  to  the  King  died  about  this 
Time,  as  the  Cardinal  did  on  the  ninth  of  March  1661,  leaving 
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behind  him  a  prodigious  Fortune  to  his  Family,  with  this  Ad- 
vice to  the  King,  thai  btjbould  never  trufi  any  Mtmfler  with  the 
Be  Power.  It  is  certain  he  purfued  fteadily,  though  in  a  very 
different  Manner,  the  Scheme  of  his  Predeceflbr,  but  did  it 
notwithftanding  with  the  fame  Succefs.  His  Genius  was  exa&ly 
fuited  to  the  Times  and  the  Circumftances  of  his  Miniftrv. 
With  this  Difpofition  Richelieu  had  quickly  been  undone j  and 
with  Richelieu's  Temper  Maxarin  would  have  certainly  ruined 
himfelf,  and  perhaps  the  Court  alfo.  Thus  ended  this  Period. 

The  King  was  now  in  the  twenty-third  Vear  of  his  Age; 
and  though  he  had  not  difcovered'  in  his  Youth,  either  a  ftrong 
Inclination  or  great  Capacity  for  Learning,  yet  his  Education 
had  neither  been  negle&ed,  as  fome  have  written,  nor,  as  others 
have  fuggefted,  was  the  Care  taken  in  this  refpe&  thrown 
away  upon  the  King,  whofe  Parts,  if  they  were  not  quick, 
were  however  folid,  and  whofe  Want  of  fome  little  Scholaftic 
Accomptifhments  was  abundantly  fupplied  by  the  Evennefs  of 
his  Temper,  and  the  Strength  of  his  Judgment. 

The  Cardinal  obferving  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Conftitutiori 
while  a  Child,  was  more  careful  of  his  Health,  than  of  his 
Studies ;  and  as  that  grew  more  confirmed,  he  caufed  him  to 
be  taught  his  Exercifes,  which  he  performed  very  gracefully, 
as  he  had  a  very  fine  Perfon.  As  he  grew  up,  the  Cardinal 
took  Care  to  inftrudk  him  by  his  Convention,  to  make  him 
well  acquainted  with  the  Affairs  of  his  Kingdom,  and  with 
the  true  Character  of  all  the  confiderable  Peribns  in  it ;  of 
which  his  Majefty  was  very  capable,  had  naturally  a  Turn 
to  Bufineft,  and  could  apply  himfelf  to  it  with  Diligence, 
and  tran&d  it  with  all  the  Dignity  becoming  his  Rank.  He 
had  a  great  Deference  for  that  Minifter,  and  the  more  fo, 
P^haps,  becaufe  he  infpired  him  with  a  Diffidence  for  every 
body  elfe. 

Before  the  Death  of  the  Cardinal,  his  Majefty  was  not  fo 
Buch  confidered  as  he  ought  to  have  been*  The  old  Courtiers 
addidfcd  themfelves  to  that  Minifter,  and  to  the  Queen-Mother £ 
the  younger  ones  applied  themfelves  to  the  Sur-  Intendent  of  the 
Finances,  Mr.  Fouquet,  a  Man  of  lively  as  well  as  great  Abi- 
lities ;  and  who  flattered  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  fucceeding 
the  Cardinal,  though  he  had  declared  himfelf  pretty  openly 
agaiuft  him,  and  bad  engaged  in  fome  Intrigues  that  were  after- 
wards fatal  to  him. 

The  King  began  his  Adminiftration  with  removing  that 
Minifter  j  and  he  did  it  with  fome  Circumftances  that  were 
only  excufable  in  a  young  Man,  that  is  to  fay,  he  carefled  him 
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exceedingly  to  render  him  fecure,  and  went  in  ferfon  to 
Nantes  at  the  Time  he  was  arretted,  as  if  that  had  been  an 
Aflair  of  Importance  of  Difficulty.  The  Queen-Mother  was 
drawn  to  confent  to  this  by  a  Lady  who  was  much  in  her 
Favour  j  but"  (he  very  foon  repented  it,  for  the  King  allowed 
'  her  little  or  no  (hare  in  the  Management  of  Affairs  after- 
wards, tho*-  he  treated  her  always  with  much  Decency  and 
Refpecl. 

Mr.  Co&trt>  who,  as  himfelf  affirmed,  was  of  Seats  Extra&ion, 
and  a  Creature  of  the  late  Cardinal's,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Finances,  with  the  Title  of  Comptroller- 
General,  the  Sur-Intendant  being  fupprefied.  This  Man  had 
great  Parts,  and  a  moft  extenfive  Genius  ;  *he  perfefily  under- 
stood the  King's  Humour,  and  flattered  it ;  he  put  htm  upon 
making  himfelf  abfolute  in  the  utmoft  Senfe  of  the  Word;  by 
his  Advice  he  took  from  the  Parliament  of  Paris  all  Power, 
1>ut  that  of  regiftering  his  Edids,  againft  which  they  were  for 
fifine  Time  allowed  the  Liberty  of  remonftrating  after  they  were 
fegiftered  ;  but  of  this  they  were  by  Degrees  deprived. 

Thefe,  and  fome  other  Steps  of  a  like  Tendency,  were  taken 
at  a  Time  of  alt  others  the  moft  favourable  that  could  be  wifhed 
for  the  King's  Purpofe  $  there  were  few  of  the  great  Lords 
in  France  that  retained  any  thing  of  their  former  rower ;  the 
Prince  of  Conde  was  but  juft  pardoned,  and  had  Reafon  to  avoid 
reviving  the  Memory  of  paft  Offences ;  the  King's  Brother, 
now  Duke  of  Orleans,  who  had  married  the  Princefs  Henrietta 
of  Great-Britain,  was  young,  and  much  addided  to  his  Plea- 
fures,  fo  that  there  was  no  body  left  to  oppofe  the  Defigns  of  the 
Court ;  and  they  were  carried  fo  hickily,  that  the  oppofing  them 
became  very  foon  totally  impracticable. 

The  three  Minifters  then  at  the  Head  of  Affairs  were  A 
Telliery  Colbert,  and  de  Liome,  who  had  Addrefs  enough,  while 
they  governed  all  Things,  to  perfuade  their  Mailer  that  they 
had  nothing  at  Heart  but  the  complete  Execution  of  the  Plan 
of  the  two  Cardinals,  which  confifted  in  making  their  Country* 
-  men  Slaves,  and  extending  the  Power,  or  at  leaft  the  Influence 
of  their  Matter  over  all  Cbri/lendom. 

The  King  bought  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Great- Britain  tht 
Port  of  Dunkirk,  which  the  Cardinal  had  been  forced  to  deliver 
tip  to  Cromwell,  the  Importance  of  which  was  not  well  known, 
or  at  leaft  confidered  by  the  Englijb  Court.  This  did  not 
hinder  Lewis  XIV.  from  taking  part  with  the  Dutch  in  the 
War  they  were  engaged  in  againft  England,  and  he  did  it  with 
a  View  of  weakening  the  Maritime  Powers,  having  at  that 
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Time  formed  Defigns  againft  them  both;  and  in  thb  he  war 
but  too  fucCefsful;  for  while  they  were  ruining  each  other's 
Fleets,  he  was  raifing  and  increafiflg  his,  which  became  quickly 
more  confiderable  than  it  had  ever  been  uuder  any  of  his  Pre- 
deceflbrs. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1667,  while  this  War  continued, 
befell  very  unexpectedly,  as  well  as  (the  World  thought)  very 
unjuftly,  upon  the  Spanijh  Low-Countries,  under  Pretence  of 
maintaining  the  Rights  of  his  Queen,  and  took  a  great  many 
ftrong  Towns  in  a  very  fhort  Space  of  Time*  This  effectually 
opened  the  Eyes  of  the  Englijb  and  Dutch,  who  very  foon 
compromifed  their  Differences  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda,  and 
quickly  after  concluded  the  famous  Triple  Alliance  (the  Crown 
of  Sweden  making  the  third  Power )  with  a  View  of  fetting 
Bounds  to  France. 

This  was  indeed  the  wifeft  and  moft  efFe&ual  Step  that  was 
taken  for  that  Purpofe,  inafmuch  as  the  Allies  declared  roundly 
to  the  French  court,*  that  they  were  refolved  to  take  Part  in  the 
War  againft  her,  if  it  was  not  fpeedily  concluded  by  a  fair  and 
equal  Peace.  This  well-timed  and  well-concerted  Declaration- 
produced  the  Treaty  of  Aix-b-CbapelU,  which  was  concluded 
the  2d  of  May  1668,  by  which  France  gave  up  the  Francbe  Come 
which  the  had  conquered,  but  (he  kept  fome  large  Diftri&s  to 
the  Low-Countries,  and  feveral  Cities  and  Towns  of  great  Im- 
portance; fuch  as  Namur,  Charier oy,  Aeth,  Doway,  Tournay, 
Lijk,  and  many  others. 

But  not  long  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty,  this  Prince 
found  Means  to  diflblve  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  to  engage 
&c Englijb  Court  in  a  Defign  of  entirely  deftroying  the  Dutch* 
which  was  brought  about,  by  his  fending  over  the  Duchefa 
of  Orleans,  who  perfuaded  her  Brother  King  Charles  the. 
Second  into  it,  and  who  at  her  Return  to  France,  was  poifoned 
in  a  Fit  of  Jealoufy  by  her  Huiband,  notwithftanding  which, 
the  Defign  was  ftitf  carried  on  by  the  two  £r owns  againft  the 
States, 

It  broke  out  in  the  Spring  of  167a,  and  in  the  Month  of 
May,  the  King  pafled  the  Maefe  at  the  Head  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  Men,  and  pufhed  the  Dutch  within  a  Hair's  breadth 
of  Defbru&ion  by  Land,  while  the  EngUJb  with  the  fame  un- 
relenting Fury  attacked  them  by  Sea.  The  generality  of  Hi* 
ftorians  very  falfly  afcribe  the  Misfortune  of  that  Republick  to 
the  ill  Conduit  of  their  famous  Pcnfionary  John  de  Witte,  be* 
caufe  he  had  formerly  drawn  the  States  into  a  clofe  Conjunction 
wuh  France-,  but  in  (hat  be  iid  no  more  than  the  Circum- 
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fiances  of  theTimfes  obliged  him  to;  and  if  his  Matters  had 
been  advifed  by  him,  and  begun  the  War  firft,  by  burning  the 
vaft  Magazines  which  the  French  King  had  raifed  at  Nuys,  and 
other  Places,  in  the  Territories  of  German  Princes,  which  it 
was  in  their  Power  to  have  done,  all  the  Difafters  that  after- 
wards happened  had  been  prevented,  and  they  had  gained  Time 
.  enough  to  have  provided  for  their  own  Defence.  As  it  was, 
*the  Misfortunes  of  his  Country  proved  fatal  to  that  great  Mi- 
nifter,  who  was  barbaroufly  torn,  or  at  leaft  murdered  and  cut 
to  Pieces  by  the  Mob. 

The  French  King  pufhed  on  his  Conquefts  as  far  as  Utrecht, 
in  which  City  he  fixed  his  Head  Quarters;  but  the  Prince  of 
Orangey  who  was  thcfn  very  young,  being  put  at  the  Head  of 
the  Army  of  the  States,  defended  their  Dominions  fo  well,  that 
their  Allies  had  Time  to  come  to  their  Relief,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England  forced  the  King  to  make  Peace  with  them, 
which  foon  altered  the  Face  of  Affairs. 

But  as  the  Emperor  and  Spain  had  declared  in  favour  of  the 
Dutch,  the  War  wks  carried  into  their  Territories,  and  a  great 
many  Places  of  Confequence  were  taken,  fcveral  Battles  fought; 
and  the  War  had  lafl^d  longer,  if  the  Parliament  of  England 
had  not  obliged  the  King  to  think  in  earneft  of  affifting  the 
Dutch;  this  induced  France  to  incline  to  Peace,  which  was 
negotiated  at  Nimeguen  under  the  Mediation  of  England;  but 
the  French and  Dutch  clapping  up  a  feparate  Treaty  on  the  I Oth 
oiAuguft  1678,  the  Minifters  of  the  mediating  Power  refiifed 
to  fign  it. ' 

The  Prince  of  Orange  alfo  being  exceedingly  difpleafed  with 
this  hafty  Proceeding,  fought  the  Battle  of  Mons,  in  hopes  of 
fruftrating  the  Peace,  or  of  diffblving  it  tn  cafe  it  was  figned; 
but  the  French*  were  too  wife  for  that,  and  fo  the  Allies  of  the 
Dutch  were  forced  to  come  in  upon  fuch  Terms  as  they  had 
ftipulated,  which  were  none  of  the  beft ;  for  the  Town  and 
Territories  of  Tfres^  the  Town  and  Diftrid  of  Menin,  the 
Towns  and  Dependencies  of  St.  Omer^  Jire,  Cambray,  &c.  Di- 
nant  in  the  Bifhoprick  of  Liege,  and  the  whole  Francbe  ComU, 
were  given  tip  to  France^  as  was  alfo  the  Town  and  Citadel  of 
Ifrihourg,  and  in  Effeft,  the  whole  Duchy  of  Lorrain. 

Thus  we  are  come  to  an  End  of  the  fecond  Period;  in 
which  the  Reader  will  perceive,  that  thePowerNof  France  was 
prodigioufly  augmented,  and  thereby  the  Terror  of  its  Neigh- 
bours juftly  increafed,  all  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  that  arbi- 
trary Government  which  Lewis  XIV.  had  introduced  :•  From 
whence  it  appears,  that  Tyranny  is  fcarce  a  greater  Misfortune 
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to  the  State  in  which  it  prevails,  than  to  its  Neighbours,  and 
confequently  a  Tyrant  is  not  only  an  Enemy  to  his  own  Sub- 
jects, but  alfo  to  Mankind  in  general.  We  need  not  therefore 
wonder,  that  henceforward  the  French  King  was  generally  di- 
ftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  Common  Enemy,  fince  it  is  plain 
he  merited  that  Appellation. 

The  Chara&er  of  Mr.  Colbert,  fo  far  as  was  neceflary  in  a 
Work  of  this  kind,  has  been  already  given,  but  it  is  requifice 
for  us  now  to  fpeak  of  that  of  his  Rival  Mr.  de  Louvois.  The 
former  had  given  the  King  that  Turn  which  proved  deftru&ive 
of  the  French  Liberty,  and  this  perhaps  chiefly  to  fecure  his 
own  Power;  for  he  eafily  forefaw,  that  if  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood  and  the  great  Nooility  came  to  have  any  Share  in  the 
Government,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible*  for 
him  to  preferve  himfelf  j  and  thus  the  Inters/Is  of  a  whole  Nation 
were  facrifked  to  thofe  of  a  Jingle  Man. 

The  latter  however  went  far  beyond  him;  he  was  Secretary' 
of  State  and  of  War,  and  had  great  Abilities  in  his  Office ;  but 
as  thofe  Abilities  were  of  no  Ufe  in  Time  of  Peace,  he  deter- 
mined that  during  his  Life  there  (hould  be  no  fuch  Thing ;  and 
he  had  fo  much  rower  over  his  Mafter,  that  he  carried  his 
Point.  And  thus  the  £>uiet  of  all  Europe  gave  way  to  one  Man's 
Convenience* 

The  Method  he  took  was  very  extraordinary.  Under  Pre- 
tence of  fettling  the  Limits  of  thofe  Countries,  which  by  the 
Treaty  of  Nimeguen  were  to  be  divided  between  the  Kings  of 
France  and  Spain,  the  former  laid  claim  to  whole  Provinces, 
and  tore,  away  no  fewer  than  forty  Villages  from  the  latter  at 
once.  Soon  after  Chambers  of  Reunion,  as  they  were  called, 
were  fet  up  at  Metz  and  Brifac,  and  vaft  Countries  were  taken 
from  their  legal  Owners,  under  Pretence  that  they  were  depen- 
dent upon  Places  yielded  to  France  by  the  Treaties  of  Munjler 
and  Nimeguen. 

As  thefe  outrageous  Proceedings,  of  which  every  honeft  Man 
in  France  was  afhamed,  were  carried  on  with  Succefs ;  the  French 
boldly  feized  Strajbourgb,  and  blocked  up  Luxembourg,  which 
they  afterwards  befieged  and  took,  without  any  Declaration  of 
War,  as  well  as  without  any  Colour  of  Right.  The  Prince  of 
Orange  indeed  would  have  ftirred  to  prevent  this,  but  the  States 
were  afraid  ;  and  the  Emperor  and  Empire  were  at  that  Time 
incapable  of  refilling  this  barefaced  Injuftice.  Spain  was  in  as 
low  a  Condition;  and  as  for  England,  it  was  at  that  Time  torn 
by  Factions,  and  the  Court  fo  clofely  united  to  that  of  France, 
that  no  Good  could  be  expe&ed  from  it. 
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At  the  fan*  time  that  Liuvms  ftcrificed  the  Peace  oiMtd-ofa 
to  his  own  Intcfeft  and  his  Matter's  Ambition,  he  from  the  fame 
Principle,  and  to  gratify  the  King's  Paffion  for  Building,  pro- 
moted fuch  Expences,  as  made  Taxes  as  heavy  in  Time  of 
peace  as  of  War*  The  Palace  of  Clopi  was  built  to  gratify 
Madame  de  Mmnjpany  MbHb  for  the  rleafure  of  Madame  dg 
Mmntom\  but  thefewere  Trifles  in  Comparifoit  to  the  Palace 
built  to  pleafe  the  King  himfelf,  who  delighted  in  rendering 
Defarts  beautiful,  and  in  having  Abundance  of  Fountains  in  a 
Place  to  which  Nature  had  denied  Water. 

In  (hort,  inftead  of  the  Dignity  and  Magnificence  of  an 
Ettrvpean  Prince,  Lewis  XIV.  afie&ed  the  Pomp,  the  Luxury, 
the  devouring  Profufion  of  an  Afiatuk  Monarch ;  stod  his  Grand 
Vizir  Louvois  took  care  to  accommodate  him  in  ftich  Manner* 
that  the  Expences  of  his  Palace  and  his  Houfhold,  with  the 
Troops  conftantly  about  him,  were  alone  fufficient  toimpo- 
verifh  his  Kingdom*  And  thus  to  render  himfelf  fomewhat 
more  than  a  King,  he  degraded  his  Subjects  into  downright 
Slaves:  Such  was  the  boafted  Eclat  of  Lewis  die  Great* 
and  fuch  the  real  Merits  of  bis  fo  much  magnified  Mxnifiers! 

But  perhaps  the  worft  is  yet  to  come.  We  have  (hewn,  that 
the  Conftable  Lupus  projected  the  Fall  of  the  Proteflants,which 
was  profecuted  by  Richelieu^  as  his  Scheme  was  followed  by 
Mazarin;  but  Louvoi s  out-did  tfeemalf;  for  he  projeded  and 
executed  the  deteftable  Defign  of  their  Extirpation,  which  was 
begun  by  Dragooning  them  into  Apoftacy,  and  compleated  by 
the  Revocation  of  the  Edift  of  Nantz,  on  the  22d  of  O&Aet 
1684,  the  moft  open  and  fcandalous  Breach  of  Faith  that  was 
ever  committed. 

As  unjuft  and  inhuifian  as  this  A&ion  was,  confidered  irf 
the  Light  of  a  religious  Persecution,  it  fell  every  way  {hort  of 
the  Imprudence  thereof,  when  confidered  in  the  Light  of  an 
'  Ad  of  State,  and  therefore  did  equal  Injury  to  its  Authors  in 
their  Characters,  as  Men  of  Rank  and  Confideratkm  in  the 
Court  of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King,  and  as  Politicians  of  great 
Penetration,  and  Minifters  of  long  Experience;  for  by  this 
means  there  were  eight  hundred  thoufand  Perfons  driven  out  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  forced  to  take  Shelter  in  foreign  Countries, 
which,  the'  in  itfclf  a  prodigious  Weakening  to  toe  State,  yet 
was  much  more  fo,  from  the  Temper  and  Employments  of  the 
Perfons  thus  expelled, who  were,  for  the  moft  Part,  Merchants,- 
JWanufiuShirers,  or  Officers  of  a  middle  Rank  in  the  Land  and 
Sea  Service;  and,  in  a  Wordy  the  moft  induftrious  and~ufeful 
People  in  the  Kingdom. 
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We  may  eafily  conceive  from  hence,  that  the  Trade  *tii 
Manufa&urcs  or  Frame  fuffered  extremely  \  and  wc  (hall 
have  a  clearer  Notion  of  the  Mifchiefc  flowing  from  this 
impolitick  Step,  when  we  are  told  that  thefe  People  carried 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  one  hundred  Millions  of  French  Livrcs* 
or  five  Millions  Sterling  in  ready  Money,  Plate  and  Jewels, 
Yetgrofs  and  apparent  as  this  Error  was,  fuch  was  the  Mean- 
nefs  and  Servility  of  the  French  Nation,  that  the  King  was 
complimented  upon  it,  as  one  of  the  moil  glorious  A&ions  of 
his  Reign. 

The  Minifters  however  who  contributed  to  exalt  the  King, 
in  Point  of  abfolute  Authority,  fo  much  above  his  Predecef- 
fors,  were  far  from  enjoying,  without  Duquiet,  the  Power  they 
exercifed,  and  the  Wealth  they  had  amafled.  Colbert,  the* 
ableft.  and,  to  do  him  Juftice,  the  beft  of  them,  was  fo  much 
chagrined  at  fome  ill  Ufage  he  met  with  from  his  M  after,  that 
it  broke  his  Heart;  and  when  a  Letter  from  the  King,  written 
in  a  fit  of  ill-timed  Tendernefs,  was  brought  him  in  his  laft 
Moments,  he  refufed  to  read  it. 

By  his  Death  Lonvois  expected  to  become  entirely  Mafter  of 
the  Court,  but  he  was  miftakenj  for  Madam  de  MaiMerim, 
who  from  the  Widow  of  the  Poet  Scarron,  and  the  Servant  of 
Madame  de  Mentefpan,  was  become  the  Miftrefs,  and  by  a 
private  Marriage  the  Wife  of  the  King,  hated  him,  and  there- 
fore brought  into  Bufinefs  the  Marquis  de  Seignekie9  the  Sou 
of  Colbert^  a  young  Man  of  no  great  Abilities,  proud,  vain, 
and  debauched,  who  had  the  Tide  of  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  Affairs  of  the  Houihold  and  the  Marine  committed  to  hit 
Charge. 

He  had  Wit  enough  to  fee  that  his  Competitor  made  him- 
felf  neceflary  to  his  Mafter,  by  embroiling  him  with  his  Neigh- 
bours, and  gratifying  his  Eaffion  for  Building}  he  therefore 
refolved  to  take  the  fame  Courfe,  and  employed  immenfe  Sums 
to  render  France  a  Maritime  Power;  and  that  this  might 
more  clearly  be  demonstrated  to  all  Europe,  he  engaged  the 
King  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with  the  State  of  Genoa,  which 
gave  this  Miniftex  an  Opportunity  of  going  in  Perfon  with 
a  Fleet,  which  threw  into  that  fine  City  ten  thou&nd  Bombs, 
and  obliged  the  Republick  to  fend  her  Doge  to  alk  Pardon 
at  Verfailles  of  the  proud  Monarch,  that  conceived  himfelf  in- 
jured. By  this  Step  the  young  Minifter  raifed  his  Credit 
confiderably,  which  fo  tormented  Leuvoij9  that  it  is  believed 
he  afterwards  caufed  him  to  be  poifoned,  though  he  did  not 
enjoy  above  a  Year  the  Satisfaction  of  feeing  himfelf  without 
aiUvaJ.  '  There 
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There  never  wat  a  Man  6f  a  more  fierce  and  brutal  Be- 
haviour, or  one  whofe  perfonal  Qualities  did  more  Mifchief 
to  a  State.  His  Pride  induced  him  to  treat  With  equal  Info- 
1ence  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  at  Home*  and  Sovereign  Princes 
Abroad,  even  thdfe  who  were  neareft  allied  to  the  Crown  of 
France. 

He  kept  the  Dauphin  at  a  Diftance  from  the  Court,  and  in 
a  State  of  Subje&ion  fcarce  to  be  believed ;  he  toot  a  Pleafure 
in  perfecuting  the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  Prince  of  Cento,  the 
Duke  of  Vendofme,  and  his  Brother  the  Grand  Prior;  he  took 
Advantage  of  his  own  Crimes  to  ered  a  Chamber  of  Poifons, 
or  a  particular  Court  of  Juftice  to  enquire  after  all  who  were 
fuipeded  of  fuch  Pradices ;  by  which  he  drove  feveral  treat 
perfons  from  Court,  and  fent  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg*  a  Man 
of  the  greateft  Quality  in  France >  and  one  of  her  ableft  Gene- 
rals, to  the  Baftile. 

He  difobliged  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
he  became  an  Enemy  to  his  Matter,  notwithftandine  the 
Dauphin  had  married  his  Sifter.  His  Haughtinefs  to  the  Duke 
of  Savvy  had  the  fame  Effe£h  He  perfuaded  the  King  to  treat 
the  Court  of  Rome  with  the  utmoft  Indignity.  By  refufinga 
Troop  of  Horfe  to  Prince  Eugene,  he  forced  into  the  Service  of 
,  the  Enemies  of  France  one  of  the  greateft  Captains  of  his  Age; 
and  he  facrificed  the  unhappy  King  James  II.  partly  to  private 
Malice,  and  partly  to  his  Ambition. 

When  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  preparing  to  invade  Eng- 
land, Lewis  XIV.  was  advifed  to  fit  out  a  Fleet  to  obftrufi  his 
'  Paflage,  and  to  order  his  Troops  to  befiege  Maeflriebtj  Lmm 
prevented  both;  he  kept  the  French  Navy,  which  wis  then 
more  powerful  than  it  ever  was,  or  is  like  to  be,  in  Port;  and 
he  dire&ed  the  Army  to  befiege  PhiBpfbourg,  which  brought 
the  Emperor  and  Empire  into  the  War  againft  France.  I  have 
thrown  thefe  Things  together,  that  the  Chara&er  of  this  Mi* 
nifter,  or  rather  the  Court  of  France  under  his  Miniftiy,  might 
be  feen  at  one  View. 

The  Condud  of  the  French  Court,  which  produced  this 
War,  was  fo  glaringly  wrong  and  abfurd,  that  it  raifed  in  a 
manner  all  Europe  againft  her,  and  this  entirely  though  her 
own  Fault,  without  Keafon  and  without  Provocation.  So  that 
fuch  as  have  reprefented  the  Policv  of  the  French  as  very  great 
and  very  refined,  are  undoubtedly  miftaken ;  for  in  die  flrit 
place,  the  long  Series  of  Injuries  offered  to  the  Emperor  and 
Empire,  were  fuch,  as  inuft  neceflarily  incline  them  to  be 
revenged. 
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The  Dirt**  had  been  wantonly  attacked  in  the  laft  War,  and 
thereby  rendered  implacable ;  the  Ufage  given  the  King  ot  Spain 
was  intolerable ;  and  the  Meafures  fuggefted  to  the  King  of 
Gnat-Britain  not  only  coft  him  his  Crown,  and  thereby  loft 
Frame  her  moft  ufeful  Ally,  but  warmly  excited  againft  her  the 
whole  Britijh  Nation  ;  fo  that  the  War  begun  in  1688,  might 
juftly  be  (Hied  rafli  and  imprudent,  and  commenced  rather  thro* 
Haughtinefs  than  Policy. 

It  was  managed  alfo  with  great  Indifcretion  ;  for  as  England 
was  given  away  by  the  French  not  attacking  the  Dutch  in  time, 
fo  Ireland,  after  the  War  began,  was  loft  for  want  of  proper  At- 
tention ;  and  the  War  with  Savoy  was  merely  made  to  pleafe 
Monfieur  Louvois>  and  yet  proved  as  troublefome  to  France  as. 
any  in  which  {he  ever  engaged. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Armies  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  fuccefsful  in 
the  Low-Countries ;  the  Battle  oiFleurus,  which  was  fought  the 
fc&ofjuly  1 690,  gained  Marfhal  Luxembourg  great  Reputation ; 
ami  the  taking  of  Mom  after  eighteen  Days  open  Trenches,  was 
very  fafisfa&ory  to  the  French  King,  who  commanded  that. 
Siege  in  Perfon  ;  but  thefe  Advantages  were  very  dear  bought, 
and  the  King  himfelf  became  very  foon  fenfible  of  it.  He 
owed  this  laft  Conqueft,  the  greateft  in  which  he  had  personally 
any  Share,  to  the  Vigilance  and  furprizing  Talents  of  Louvois, 
who  underftood  the  providing  and  fupplying  a  great  Army,  the 
belt  of  any  Man  in  the  World. 

Yet  the  taking  this  City  has  been  by  many  judged  the 
Caufe  of  his  Death ;  for  the  King  having  been  informed,  that 
he  attributed  all  to  himfelf,  was  much  difpleafed  at  it ;  and  find- 
ing that  he  had  reje&ed  without  his  Knowledge  the  moft  fub- 
miffive  Proportions  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  he  exprefled  his 
Refentment  in  fuch  ftrong  Terms,  that  the  Minifter  went 
Thunder-ftruck  from  his  Prefence,  and  died  immediately  of 
Grief  and  Defpair;  tho*  others  fay,  that  his  Phyfician,  Seron, 
was  brib'd  to  furniih  him  with  a  Paffport  for  the  other  World, 
by  a  Prince  I  need  not  name. 

However  it  was,  his  Death  proved  a  very  great.  Lofs  to  his 
Matter,  who  ^brought  his  borrthe  Marquis  de  Barbefteux  into 
Power,  though  he  was  young,  headftrong,  and  had  very  mean 
Abilities.  In  the  Year  1692,  Lewis  XIV.  commanded  in  Per- 
ion  in  the  Low-Countries,  and  took  Namur ;  and  on  the  3d 
of  Auguft  the  fame  Year,  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  obtained 
fome  Advantages  over  King  JVilliam  at  Steinkirk  f  but  to  bal- 
ance thefe  Advantages,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  entered  France,  and 
took  Ambrun  ;  and  the  French  Fleet  was  not  able  to  look  that  of 
the  Allies  in  the  Face* 
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In  1693,  he  was  more  fiiccefeful ;  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg 
gained  tbe  Battle  of  Nerwinde,  and  feveral  Places  were  taken 
in  the  Low-Countries.  Marihal  Catinat  entirely  defeated  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  \  but  the  Fleets  of  die  Allies  were  vi&orkms,  and 
infuked  all  the  Sea  Coafts  of  France. 

In  1694,  they  did  the  lame,  and  had  alio  confiderablc  Ad- 
vantages in  the  Low-Countries.  In  1605,  France  was  b  ex- 
haufted,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  a  ge- 
neral Poll-Tax,  the  tnoft  grievous  Impofttion  that  any  Country 
tver  endured  \  and  yet  the  War  went  on  very  indifferently 
for  him ;  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Namur  being  reduced  by 
King  PPiiliam,  while  Marihal  Vilkroy  looked  on  with  a  fuperior 
Army* 

The  next  Year  was  not  more  fortunate ;  a  Defign  formed 
for  reftoring  King  Janus  mifcarrjed,  France  was  reduced  to 
aft  upon  the  Defenhve  in  the  Low-Countries,,  and  at  the  fame 
time  incrcafed  her  Taxes  exceffively;  fo  that  at  tbeClofeof 
the  Year,  the  King  found  himfclf  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
liflening  to  Peace,  his  Finances  being  entirety  exhausted.  And 
accordingly  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Ryftuick>  on  the  20th  of 
September  1 697,  whereby  he  gave  up  a  great  Part  of  his  Acquisi- 
tions, which  was  a  plain  Indication  of  the  Senfe  the  King  had  of 
bis  own  Weaknefc,  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  great  Faults 
in  his  Government. 

His  old  Minifters  and  his  old  Generals  being  worn  out,  Jw 
Jupplied  the  Places  of  the  former  by  young  Men,  whofeonly 
Merit  was  a  blind  SubmiSon  to  his  Will ;  they  had  boundld's 
Power  in  their  refpeftive  Departments  \  and  though  nothing  was 
more  vifible  than  that  his  Affairs  differed  exceedingly  for  warn 
of  a  Perfon  capable  of  fuperintending  the  whole ;  yet  hk  Vani- 
ty was  fo  great,  that  tho'  he  plainly  faw  this,  he  could  not  bear 
the  Thoughts  of  appointing  a  prime  Minifter. 

His  Generals  were  promoted  by  Court  Intrigues,  and  the  Fa- 
vour of  Madame  Maintenon^  who  governed  him  entirely.  His 
JJaval  Force,  as  it  was  raifed  fuddenly,  fo  it  funk  as  unaccount- 
ably, chiefly  for  want  of  Money  to  maintain  it ;  his  Armies  were 
ruined,  his  Subje£b  exhausted,  and  the  Credit  of  Frame  was 
entirely  fupported  by  the  Remembrance  of  that  Power  that  was 
now  in  great  Meafure  decayed.  Such  was  the  State  of  Things 
at  the  Clofc  of  this  Period. 

<  It  might  be  naturally  fufpefted,  that  conftdering  the  Situation 
of  his  Ai&irs  after  the  Treaty  of  RyJwicA,  lewis  XIV.  ihould 
have  contrived  the  moft  effectual  Means  for  eafing  his  Subjects 
by  improving  his  Country,  and  leflening  the  Expence  of  his  Go- 
vernment j  be  did  however  quite  the  contrary,  he  kept  upas 
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|rctt  an-  Army  in  the  time  of  Peace,  as  would  have  been  necef- 
iary  if  the  War  had  continued;  and  be  employed  his  Troops 
in  forming  Camps  of  Pleafure  for  the  Inftru&ion  of  his  Grand- 
Children,  as  if  the  Art  Military  had  been  the  fole  Science  wor- 
thy of  a  Prince. 

By  thefe  Methods,  or  rather  Follies,  he  ruined  the  Officers* 
from  the  prodigious  Expence  they  were  put  to,  and  at  the  fame 
tune  alarmed  his  Neighbours,  who  could  not  conceive  that  he 
had  no  other  Meaning  in  thefe  Incampments  than  to  wafte  Mo- 
ney, and  exhibit  gaudy  Spectacles  to  pleafc  Boys.  It  is  without 
Queftion  a  de^p  Stroke  in  Politicks,  to  lull  ail  the  neighbouring 
States  into  a  profound  Security*  while  a  great  Defigh  is  in  Con- 
trivance, which  might  be  eaffly  difconcerted  if  fufpe&ed,  and  f<* 
bring  the  Difcovery  ajad  Decifion  to  the  World's  View  at  once* 
But  wantonly,  to  alarm,  aridoutofpure  Vanity  to  keep  all  £«- 
statin  a  Ferment,  wastheraoffcffe&ual  Means  to  produce  an 
Oppofition  greater  than  could  otherwife  arife  ;  and  accordingly 
it  did  produce  a  Confederacy,  which  fufficiently  cbaftifed  that 
imprudent,  which  gave  Birth  to  iu 

King  William*  from  a  fincere  Concern  for  the  Peace  of 
Europe*  formed,  a  Project  for  dividing  the  Spanijh  Dominions* 
to  which  the  French  King  confented ;  and  this  firft  Treaty  of 
Partition  was  figoed  Q&ober  i,  1698,  at  the  Hag*>*  between  the 
Kiogs  of  Great-Britain  and  Francs*  and  the  States-General ; 
whereby  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicify§ 
the  Places  pofleflcd  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Coaft  of  Tujcany*  the  ■ 
Marquifate  of  Final*  the  Province  of  Guipufaa*  the  Towns  of 
Fontarabia  and  St.  Sebajlian*  with  Port  "PaJJage*  Should  be  given 
to  the  Dauphin  \  the  Duchy  of  Milan  to  the  Emperor's  fecon4 
Son,  the  Archduke  Charles\  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh  Mo- 
narchy to  the  Electoral  Prince'of  Bavaria. 

In  a  few  Months  after,  this  young  Prince  died  \tBruJfels*  in 
the  feventh  Year  of  his  Age,  wnich  made  a  fecond  Treaty  of  Par- 
tition nece&ry,  by  which  lafl  Treaty,  Milan  was  added  to  the 
Dauphin's  Share,  upon  Condition  that  it  fliould  be  exchanged 
for  terrain*  and  the  whele  Spanijh  Monarchy  was  given  to  the 
Archduke  Charier.  This  Treaty  was  figned  the  1 3th  of  March 
1699,  ^d  was  fo  unlucky,  as  to  give  Satisfaction  to  nobody. 

The  Emperor  refufed  to  accept  it,  the  King  of  Spain  was 
extremely  offended  at  it,  and  the  Englijb  Nation- fell  upon  the 
King's  Miiiifters,  though  they  knew  that  the  whole  Transaction 
aroie  from,  and  was  conducted  by  the  King,  himfelf.  To  fay 
the  Truth,  it  was  a  Projedt  the  oeft  calculated  for  fecuring  the 
Balance  of  Power,  and  eftablifhmg  the  Quiet  of  Europe*  that 
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the  Circumftanoes  of  Things  would  admit;  and  the  Clamour 
againfl.  it  was  as  ill  founded,  as  the  Oppofition  to  it  was  manag'd 
with  ///  Manners. 

The  King  of  Spain,  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  this  Treaty, 
and  the  difmemberirig  of  his  Dominions,  on  the  2d  of  OSiober 
1700,  figned  a  Will,  by  which  he  called  to  the  Succeffion  of 
the  whole  Spanijh  Monarchy,  Philip  Duke  of  Anjou,  fecond 
Son  to  the  Dauphin,  after  him  his  younger  Brother  the  Duke  of 
Berry,  next  the  Archduke  Charles,  and  then  the  Duke  of&z- 
voy,  and  dy'd  about  a  Month  after.  It  was  a  great  Queftion  at 
the  Court  of  France,  whether  this  Will  fhould  be  accepted,  or 
whether  his  Majefty  fliould  adhere  to  the  laft  Treaty  of  Parti- 
tion ;  but  at  length  a  Refolution  was  taken  to  accept  the  Will, 
*nd  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  declared  King  of  Spain,  by  the 
Name  of  Philip  V\  in  which  it  has  been  thought  by  fome  who 
take  the  Liberty  of  cenfuring  even  Kings,  Lewis  Xl V.  forgot 
his  Duty  as  the  Parent  of  Jhis  People,  to  follow  his  natural  Af- 
feftion  as  the  Father  of  his  Family. 

King  William  and  the  States  diflembled  at'  firft,  by  acknow* 
ledging  and  complimenting  King  Philip;  but  this  feems  to 
have  been  owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  Government  in  both 
Countries,  which  made  it  neceflary  to  be  fecure  of  the  Senti- 
ments of  the  People,  before  their  Rulers.openly  declared  their 
own  \  and  to  (peak  my  private  Opinion  freely,  I  believe  this 
Condud  jn  their  refpe£Hve  Governments,  had  no  fmall  Share 
in  bringing  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Nations  to  declare  fo  warmly 
as  they  #d  for  a  War  with  France,  into  which  their  Gover- 
nors very  readily  came,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  they  fliould 
be  fupported  therein  by  the  fame  Unanimity  and  Spirit,  by 
which  they  were  excited  thereto ;  and  for  fome  time  they 
wcrkfiot  difappointed.  Thus  the  Reader  fees  iri  a  very  narrow 
Compafs  the  true  Grounds  of  that  general  War,  which  had 
fo  great  an  Effeft  on  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  and  which  arc 
fo  neceflary  to  be  thoroughly  underftood  at  prefent,  in  or- 
der to  forrri  a  right  Judgment  of  what  we  ought  to  hope  or 
fear. 

The  World  feems  to  be  fo  univerfally  perfuaded  of  the 
great  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  laying  his 
Schemes  for  fecuring  the  Crowi*  of  Spain  to  his  Family,  that 
it  will  be  a  very  difficult  Thing  to  perfuade  them,  that  this 
>7otion  is  ill-founded  i  but  the  Truth  will  appear,  from  an 
impartial'  Consideration  of  Fairs,'  which  I  ftjall  endeavour  to 
Jay  together  in  the  fuccinfteft  Method  poflible ,  it  not  being 
cither  agreeable  to  "my  Purpofe  or  Intention,  to  enter  into  a 

particular 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[  277  1 

particular  Detail  of  the  jWar5  which  is  too  wall  known  to  need 
any  fuch  Account. 

It  rtiuft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Mqafures  taken  by  the 
French  King  for  putting  his  Grandfon  into  immediate  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  extenfive  Dominions  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy, 
were  well  concerted    and  thoroughly  executed.     Trje  Mar- 

Suls  de  Fillars,  the  French  Ambaffador  at  Madrid,  had  gained 
le  Hearts  of  the  Spanijh  Grandees  j  the  Prince  of  Vaudemoht, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  in  Italy, 
were  fecured  ;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  having  married  one  Daugh- 
ter to  the  Heir*  Apparent  of  France,  and  another  to  the  new 
King  of  Spain,  could  not  but  take  the  fame  Side;  as  for  the 
Low-Countries,  they  were  delivered  up  by  the  Elec-tor  of  Ba- 
varia,  who  had  formed  a  ftrong  Party  for  the  French  in  Ger- 
many. 

But  ftill  the  Mifchiefs  remained  that  have  been  before  men- 
tioned ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Miniftry 
were  in  the  Hands  of  young  Men  of  very  mean  Abilities ;  and 
the  Direction  of  the  whole  was  in  an  old  Lady,  oppofed  and 
hated  by  the  whole  Royal  Family,  the  King  excepted.  He  had 
few  General  Officers  of  great  Capacity,  and  thofe  he  had  were 
not  employed,  or  if  employed,  not  trufted.  His  Marine  was 
in  a  bad  Condition,  his  Finances  in  a  worfe,  and  nothing  but 
his  abfolute  Power  of  taking  every  Shilling  of  Ready-Money 
from  his  Subjefts,  by  altering  the  Value  of  his  Coin,  which 
he  pradifed  over  and  over  with  as  little  Ceremony  as  Con- 
fcience,  could  have  enabled  him  to  find  wherewithal  to  defray 
thofe  Expences ;  for  which  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  run  in 
Debt ;  and  through  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War  he  defrayed 
no  other. 

As  foon  as  the  Grand  Confederacy  was  formed,  he  (aw  many 
Courts  aft  a  very  different  Part  from  what  he  expected.  As  for 
Inftance,  Sweden  entered  into  a  Neutrality,  Denmark  and  Pruf- 
fat  afted  againft  him,  nor  was  it  long  before  his  moft  ufeful  and 
neceflary  Allies,  fuch  as  the  King  of  Portugal  and  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  deferted  him,  ^nd  all  his  Schemes  were  broken. 

The"  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  the  Victory  of  Blenheim, 
reftored  the  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire ;  he  was  fo 
diftreffed  in  Italy,  that  he  was  glad  to  evacuate  it  to  fave 
Spain,  and  even  there  his  Grandfon  was  more  than  once  driven 
from  his  Capital,  fn  the  Low-Countries  his  Armies  were 
continually  beaten.  All  his  ftrong  Fortreffes  taken,  and  among 
the  reft  L^Zr,  the  moft  valuable  Place  in  his  Dominions,  after 
Paris,  which,  will  Pofterity  believe  it !  he  once  had  Thoughts 
of  quitting. 
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On  the  whole,  after  carrying  on  the  War  for  faren  Yean, 
he  found  his  Affairs  in  -fo  bad  a  Situation,  that  he  would  very 
gladly  have  accepted  the  Treaty  of  Partition,  or  even  worfc 
Terms,  if  the  Allies  would  have  confented  to  thepi  s  but  all 
his  Offers  being  rejected,  the  Defpair  of  his  Subje&s  did  moie 
for  him  than  he  was  able  to  do  at  firft  with  all  his.  Policy  and 
Power  i  and  yet  it  is  very  queftioaable  whether  the  Crown  of 
Spain  would  ever  have  been  left  to  his  Grandfon,  if  the  Death  of 
the  Emperor  Jofeph  had  not  rendered  it  a  Thing  difficult  for  the 
Allies  to  know  where  to  beftow  it  better. 

This  produced  the  Peace  of  Utrecht*  in  which  all  that  was 
either  good  or  tolerable  was  copied  from  the  two  Treaties  of 
Partition,  It  was  figned  in  March  1712-13*  and  if  the  Allies 
had  been  unanimous  in  making  it,  might  have  been  much 
better  than  it  was  -y  but  the- Emperor  pcrfifting  in  his  Refufal, 
the  War  was  dill  carried  on  againft  him,  and  did  not  end  till 
the  Year  afterwards,  by  the  figning  of  the  Peace  of  Badeih 
•on  the  7th  Juneijn* 

Thus  ended  this  Period,  when  France  was  reduced  far  lower 
than  (he  had  ever  been  ;  for  not  only  her  Armies  were  broken, 
her  Fleets  entirely  ruined,  and  a  great  part  of.  her  former  Con- 
quefts  yielded  to  other  Powers  \.  but  what  was  much  worfe,  the 
reople  were  fallen  into  the  moft  abjeffc  Degree  of  Mifery,  the 
Credit  of  the  Crown  was  funk,  the  Succeflion  depended  upon 
the  Life  of  a  fickly  Infant,  the  reigning  Monarch  was  very 
infirm,  and  the  Court  divided  into  Fa&ions:  So  that  If 
Lewis  XIV.  had  the  Satisfaction  of  beholding  the  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  the  Gallic  Power,  he  had  alio  the  Mortification 
of  feeing  it  decline,  and  was  very,  very,  near  looking  i^pon 
its-  Ruin. 

The  Cares  of  Lewis  XIV.  after  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace,  were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  the  Cares  of  his- 
whole  Life ;  for  they  werfe  bent  to  fecure  the  Succeflion  of 
the  Royal  Family,  and  to  reftore  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of 
bisSubjcdb;  as  to  both  which  he  appeared  now  very  folliri- 
tous ;  nor  did  he  make  any  Scruple  of  confeffing,  that  Experience 
had  convinced  him  of  the  Error  of  his  former  ConduS,  and  the 
Follies  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  in  preferring  his  own  Gran- 
deur to  the  Good  of  his  People,  and  the  Luftre  of  his  Reign  to 
the  Safety  of  the  State. 

He  gave  all  the  Affiftance  that  was  rcquHite  to  his  Grandfon 
Philips  for  extinguilhing  the  Remains  of  the  Spanijh  War,  by 
the  ReduSion  of  Catalonia ;  he  gave  Satisfaction  to  the  King  of 
Great-  Britain,  in  reference  to  the  Ports  of  Dunkirk  and 
Aiardyke**  and  he  executed  very  punctually  whatever  de- 
pended 
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ftetded  upon  him  in  relation  to  the  Dutch)  from  the  Hopes  of  ' 
leaving  France  without  any  Apprehenfions  from  her  Neighbours 
at  the  Time  of  his  Deceaie.  He  was  very  attentive  alfo  to  what 
he  thought  might  contribute  to  the  domeftick  Quiet  of  his  Sub- 
jects, as  well  as  to  the  Eftabli/hment  of  his  illegitimate  Off* 
Ipring. 

In  regard  to  the  former,  he  conftituted  by  bis  Will  a  Council 
of  Regency,  on  purpofe  to  exclude  the  Duke  of  QrUansy  his 
Nephew,  whole  Fidelity  be  fufpc&ed,  and  of  whofe  Ambition 
he  was  afraid  ;  and  he  caufed  this  Will  of  his  to  be  depofited 
with  the  Parliament  of  Paris*  who  gave  it  the  San&on  of  that 
very  fmall  Authority  which  he  had  left  them.  He  Jikewife 
caufed  an  Edtd  to  be  registered,  whereby  be  declared  his 
Sons,  the  Duke  of  Maim  and  Count  Thouloufc>  Legitimate,  and 
capable  of  fccceeding  to  the  Crown  after  thdfe  legally  entitled 
thereto :  And  having  thus  put  both  his  private  and  publick  Affairs 
into  Order,  he  did  not  feem  much  furprised  at  the  Approach*  of 
Death. 

In  his  laft  Moments  he  behaved  like  a  Christian  and  a  King  ; 
like  a  Chriftian  in  bewailing  his  Vices,  and  the  bad  Conic- 
quences  with  which  they  had  been  attended ;  like  a  King,  in 
advifing  his  Succeflbr  publickly  to  beware  of  following  his  Ex- 
ample, to  ftudy  Peace,  and  to  be  truly  the  Parent  of  his  People. 
In  this  Difpofitionof  Mind,  after  enduring  the  fharpeft  Agonies 
in  his  Body,  he  expired  September  i,  1 7 1 5,  N.  S.  in  the  Seventy- 
fecond  Year  of  his  Reign,  and  when  he  wanted  four  Days  of 
being  feventy-feven  Years  of  Age, 

He  was  ftiled  Lewis  the  Great,  with  what  Reafon  the 
Reader  has  fcen.  He  was,  tho*  unlearned,  a  great  Encourager 
and  Prote&or  of  Learning,  and  more  fo  of  Flattery.  He  was 
no  great  Soldier,  and  yet  loved  War.  His  Courage  was  not  very 
clear,  but  he  had  a  great  Firmnefs  of  Mind.  In  Profpcrity  he  was 
haughty,  but  not  abjed  in  Adverfity.  He  was  jealous  of  his 
eUeft  Son,  but  afie&ionate  to  his  Family  >  he  was  a  very  faithful 
Friend,  and  a  very  kind  Mafter.  His  Amours  were  numerous 
and  fcandakwsj  his  Behaviour  to  his  Queen  civil,  without 
Tenderneis ;  to  his  Mother  refpe&ful,  without  AfFedrion  ;  to 
his  Brother  fufpicious,  but  not  indecent. 

As  a  King  he  was  ambitious  with  refpe£tto  his  Neighbours, 
arbitrary  toward  his  Subjeds,  and  boundleis  in  both.  With 
regard  to  the  former,  he  had  no  Tie  but  Intereft  j  in  reference 
to  the  latter,  no  Law  but  his  Will.  He  intirely  fubverted 
•  the  Conftitution  of  his  Country.  He  left  the  Princes  of  his 
Blood  without  Power,  and  bis  Parliaments  without  Autho- 
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rity.  The  Force  of  his  Kingdom  he  reduced  to  a  Standing- 
Army  ;  the  Property  of  his  Subjc&s  he  rendered  precarious, 
and  every  Bank  of  them  intirely  dependent  upon  the  Will  of 
his  Succcffor. 

In  fine,  he  was  a  Rebel  to  the  Court,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
a  Slave  to  the  Church  of  Rome ;  he  had  a  Paifion  for  Glory, 
withfearce  any  Tin&ure  of  Virtue;  and  with  all  the  Vices 
and  Weaknefs  of  a  Man,  had  the  Vanity  to  ftile  and  think 
himfelf* immortal.  Such  was  the  Chara&er  of  Lewis  XIV. 
when  painted  by  the  Pencil  of  Truth,  how  different  foever 
it  may  be  from  the  Pictures  drawn  of  him  by  Foes  or  Flat- 
terers. 

This  Prince  married  Maria  There/a  Daughter  of  Philip  IV. 
King  of  Spain,  Anno  1660,  by  whom  he  had  Ifiiie  only  one 
Son  that  lived,  viz.  Lewis  Dauphin  of  France,  who  married 
Mary-Anna-Chrijliana,  Sifter  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  by 
whom  he  had  Ifiiie  three  Sous,  viz.  I.  Lewis  Duke  pf  Bur- 
gundy, born  Anno  1682.  II.  Philip  Duke  of  Anjou,  King  of 
Spain,  horn  Anno  1683.  III.  Gajloh  Duke  of  Berry,  born  in 
1684,  who  died  without  Iflue.  Lewis  the  Dauphin  died  Anm 
17 1 1,  whereupon  Lewis  Duke  of  Burgundy  his  eldeft  Son 
Succeeded  to  the  Title  of  Dauphin. 

This  Prince  married  Mary  Adelaide,  eldeft  Daughter  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  afterwards  King  of  Sardinia,  Anno  1698,  and 
died  1712,  leaving  iflue  of  his  Marriage  three  Sons,  of  which 
the  two  eldeft,  filled  Dukes  of  Britany  fucceflively,  died  foon 
after  him  in  their  Infancy ;  but  Lewis  his  third  Son,  born 
Anno  17 10,  furvived  them  all,  and  fits  at  prefent  on  the  Throne 
of  his  Great  Grandfather. 

His  Natural  Children  by  Madame  de  la  Vatiere*  were  Maty 
Anne  de  Bourbon,  born  in  1666,  and  married  in  1680  to 
Lewis  of  Bourbon,  Prince  of  Conti,  who  died  without  Iflue  by 
her. 

By  Madame  de  Montefpan,  I.  Lewis  Augujhts.  de  Bourhn, 
Duke  of  Maine,  born  in  1670,  who  by  his  Wife  Louifa, 
Daughter  to  the  Prince  of  Condi,  had  a  Daughter  called  Ma- 
damoifelle d1  Aumale,  born  in  1697,  and  two  Sons ;  Lewis 
Augujlus  Prince  of  Dombes,  born  in  1 700 ;  Lewis  Charles 
Count  of  Eu,  born  1701.  II.  Louifa  Frances  de  Bourhn, 
ftiled  Madamoifelle  de  Nantes,  born  in  1673,  and  married  to 
Lewis  Duke  of  Bourbon  in  1685  ;  whofe  Children  were,  Ma- 
damoifelle <&  Bourbon^  born  1690;  Lewis  Duke  of  Enguien, 
born  1692;  Louifa  Madamoifelle  de  Charolois,  bom  1693; 
•  and  Louifa  Anne,  called  Madamoifelle  Sens,  born  in  169?. 
■  III.  Lewis  Alexander  de  Bourbqi,  Count  of  Thouionje^  born  1678, 
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late  Admiral  of  France,  whofe  Son,  the  Duke  de  Penthievrt, 
now  enjoys  that  high  office.  IV.  Frances  Mary  de  Bourbon, 
filled  Madamoifelle  de  Blois,   born  1681. 

His  Majefty's  only  legitimate  Brother  was  Philip  Duke  of 
Orleans,  nrft  married  to  Henrietta  Maria,  Daughter  to  Charles  I. 
King  of  England,  by  whom  he  had  one  Daughter,  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  He  afterwards  efpoufed  Cbarlotta  Elizabeth, 
Daughter  to  Charles  Lewis  Ele&or  Palatine,  by  whom  he  had 
Iflue,  Philip  Duke  of  Chartres,  late  Duke  of  Orleans  and  Re- 
gent of  France,  who  married  Frances  Mary  de  Bourbon,  fKled 
Madamoifelle  de  Blois,  by  whom  he  had  the  prefent  Duke 
of  Orleans,  Lewis  de  Bourbon,  who  by  Augufta- Maria,  Daugh- 
ter of1  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  has  Iffue,  Lewis  Philip,  Duke 
of  Chartres,  born  1725,  and  married  to  Louifa- Henrietta  of 
Bourbon  Conti. 

The  Care  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Great  Monarch  Lewis 
XIV.  for  the  Security  of  his  Infant  Succeflbr,  and  his  Subjeds, 
was  juft  as  ineffectual  as  the  Pains  taken  by  Lewis  XIII.  ih 
fettling  the  Regency  at  the  Beginning  of  his  own  Reign,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  acted  now  the  very  fame  Part  that 
the  Queen-Mother  a&ed  then,  and  by  carefling  the  Parliament 
for  a  Moment,  and  giving  them  Hopes  of  feeing  their  Authority 
reftored,  procured  their  Affiftance  to  the  fingle  Ad  that  could 
enable  him  to  operate  upon  their  Power  at  all. 

This  Point  once  managed,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  being 
declared  fole  Regent  during  the  Minority  of  Lewis  XV.  the  Go- 
vernment was  compleatly'  reftored,  fince  the  Regent  governed 
from  that  Day  as  absolutely  as  ever  the  late  King  had  done.  He 
began  his  Admjniftration,  as  all  able  Princes  do,  with  A£b  of 
Lenity  and  Mildnefs,  and  with  a  great  Appearance  of  Zeal  for 
the  publick  Good. 

His  Plan  for  foreign  Affairs  was  the  bed  laid,  and  beft  con- 
duced, that  the  French  had  ever  feen ;  it  is  indeed  probable, 
that  he  was  principally  moved  thereto  by  the  Confideration  of 
his  particular  Intereft  -,  but  whatever  his  Motive  was,  his  Con- 
dud  was  right.  He.  fteadily  adhered  to  the  lad  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  he  fhew'd  a  Willingnefs  to  contribute  as  far  as  could 
bedefired,  to  fixing  a  true  Balance  of  Power. 

He  was  fo  far  from  diflerabling,  that  he  laid  open  to  all  the 
World  the  miferable  State  that  France  was  in ;  and  certainly  in 
this  he  a&ed  like  a  great  Politician ;  for  on  the  one  hand,  it 
juftified  his  Meafures  at  home,  and  on  the  other,  it  gained  him 
Credit  abroad ;  for  by  delivering  her  Neighbours  from  the  Fear 
of  Francfy  he  brought  them  to  confide  in  his  Promifes,  and 
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fie  made  ufe  of  this  Confidence  to  re-efl&Mtfh  her  Affiurs  upol 
ftiblid  foundation. 

In  refpeft  to  domeftick  Concerns  he  afted  with  the  famj 
Prudence  and  Moderation.  He  «re6ted  feveral  Councils  agree 
»ble  to  the  late  King's  WiH,  foreseeing  the  Confafion  thi 
would  create,  and  the  fair  Opportunity  it  would  give  him  o 
tfuppreffing  them ;  and  he  reftored  to  the  Parliament  their  an 
ricnt  Liberty  of  debating  upon  ASta  of  State,  before  they  gav 
them  the  San&ion  of  their  Authority.  Thefe  were  all  verj 
proper  as  well  as  popular  Steps ;  they  ferved  to  fettle  hit  Au- 
thority, and  to  enable  him  to  make  ufe  of  it  afterwards  as  iu 
thought  moft  -convenient. 

He  had  his  Views,  as  all  other  Princes  have ;  and  he  fteww 
himfelf  a  great  Prince,  by  taking  the  Precautions  necefiary  tc 
fix  his  Power,  before  he  made  his  Schemes  evident,  from  to 
Endeavours  to  accomplish  them.  In  this  indeed  lay  his  Strength, 
he  knew  perfectly  how  to  conceal  his  Defigns  under  fpeciou! 
Pretences,  to  give  thofe  Pretences  the  highett  Colourings  ptf 
jUble,  and  never  to  bring  his  real  Intentions  into  puWick  view, 
earlier  than  he  was  fecure  of  trampling  upon  all  Oppofitioo. 

When  he  had  thus  fettled  Peace  abroad,  and  his  Autho- 
rity at  home,  he  liftened  to  the  Cries  of  the  People,  and  eft* 
blifbed  a  new  Court  of  Judicature,  for  calling  to  an  account 
fuch  as  had  the  Management  of  the  PubUck  Revenue  in  the 
former  Reign,  and  were  almoft  the  only  People  in  the  King- 
dom that  enjoyed  affluent  Fortunes  under  the  prefent.  The 
Pretence  was  ipecious ;  and  tho*  this  Enquiry  might  be  con- 
ducted with  a  Severity  that  borderM  upon  Injustice,  vet  it 
anfwer'd  the  Purpofe  of  the  Court,  and  diji  not  give  geioeral 
Offence. 

He  would  have  had  recourfe  to  healing  Meafures  in  the 
Church,  but  in  that  refpeft  his  good  Defigns  were  defeated ;  and 
as  is  but  too  frequent,  thofe  who  by  their  Profeffion  are  of  all 
others  moft  bound  to  promote  Peace,  were  thofe,  who  by  the 
Authority  that  Profeffion  gave  them,  hinder^  it  the  moft. 

The  Ktegent  faw  and  underftood  perfectly  the  many  wit- 
chievous  Confequences  that  flow'd  from  the  frequent  Varia- 
tions that  had  been  made  in  the  Value  of  the  Coin  during  the 
laft  Reign;  but  what  he  moft  regretted  was,  that  the  Peo- 
ple underftood  thofe  fo  wed,  that  it  was  impoffible,  as  Tbingi 
flood,  for  any  Ufe  to  be  jnade  of  this  Expedient  under  his  M- 
miniftration. 

To  correct  this  Evil,  and  more  efpeciatty  10  fet  his  o^ 
Hands  at  Liberty;  on  the  1 2th of  Qfiober  1715,  he publi/h a 
an  Edift,  in  which  he  fct  in  a  very  clear  Light  the  principal 
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Inconveniencies  that  followed  this  Pra&ic,  as  well  as  the  Ad- 
vantages that  muft  neceffarily  attend  the  remedying  of  this  Evil, 
and  fixing  the  Coin  on  an  equitable  and  immoveable  Foundation, 
of  which  this  Edi&  gave  Hopes,  by  declaring  that  the  Piftole  or 
Lewis  d'Or  fhould  for  ever  remaia  of  the  Value  of  fourteen 
Livres,  at  which  it  was  then :  But  no  fooner  had  this  Edift 
produced  its  Effect,  than  the  Regent  iffued  another,  by  which 
the  Subjcfts  were  required  to  pay  their  Money  into  the  Mint 
at  the  Rate  of  fixteen  Livres  for  a  Lewis  d'Or,  which  were 
iffued  again  at  the  Rate  of  twenty. 

I  mention  vhis  Inftance  out  of^many,  for  two  Reafons;  the 
firft  is,  that  I  may  afford  the  reader  a  View  of  the  Diftrefs  of 
the  French  Government,  and  the  Haidfhips  it  was  obliged  to  im- 
pofe  upon  its  Subjects  %  and  fecondJy,  to  give  a  Specimen  of  the 
Regent's  Policy,  which  was  of  the  fame  Stamp  throughout ; 
that  is  to  fay/  he  made  no  Scruple  of  profeffing  any  thing  that 
might  ferve  his  Purpofe,  and  ading  with  refpeft  to  thofe  Profef- 
ftons,  as  if  he  had  never  made  them.  But  this  was  only  with 
regard  to  Tranfa&ions  at  Home;  with  reference  to  Foreign 
Princes,  he  was  cautious  how  he  entered  into  Engagements, 
but  wis  afterwards  pun&ual  in  performing  them. 

It  is'impoflible,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  tojuftify  fuch  aCondu&a* 
the  Regent  purfued;  but  one  may  have  leave  to  fay  in  his- 
Excufc,  that  he  found  tile  Government  and  the  Nation  in  a  moft 
TuinousCondition,  with  a  Debt  almoft  beyond  Belief,  lince  fome 
have  calculated  it  at  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  Millions  Sterling,, 
and  this  notwithftanding  fome  confiderable  Spunges  that  had 
been  made  in  the  preceding  Reign. 

He  few  that  while  the  Government  was  in  this  Condition, 
it  could  not  either  aft  for  its  own  Security,  or  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Nation,  but  muft  be  obliged  from  time  to  time  to  lay 
heavy  Burthens  upon  the  Whole,  in  order  to  give  fome  Satisradi- 
on  to  that  Part  of  the  People  who  were  become  Creditors  to  the 
Publick.  This  it  was  that  induced  him  to  liften  to  a  Project 
of  Mr.  John  Law,  a  Native  of  Scotland,  and  a  Man  of  a  pecu- 
liar Caft  of  Mind,  who  knew  how  to  apply  thofe  Schemes  of 
Calculation,  which  hitherto  had  ferved  only  private  and  pauitry 
Purpofes,  to  the  great  Affairs  of  the  Nation,  and  the  extrica- 
ting a  Government  from  fuch  Difficulties  as  that  of  France  was 
then  under. 

The  Patron  and  the  Projector  were  as  well  fuited  to  each 
other  as  could  be  conceived.  The  Regent,  had  he  been  in  a 
private  Station,  would  probably  have  been  the  Contriver  of 
this  Scheme  -,  the  Projector,  had  he  been  vefted  vrith  the 
Agent's  Power,  would  have   had  Courage  enough  to  have 
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executed  it  in  its  utmoft  Extent.  The  Colotir  that  was  given 
to  this  Affair  was  theere&ing  a  new  Company  for  carrying  on  a 
Commerce  to  Louifuma,  or  the  River  MiJJijjipi ;  but  the  true 
Defign  was  to  pay  the.  Debts  of  the  French  Government  with- 
out Money,  or  with  other  People's  Money. ' 

I  mean  by  other  People's  Money,  the  Money  of  Foreigners; 
and  this  Aftair  was  managed  with  fuch  Addrefs,  that  in  the 
Year  17 19  the  new  Company  offered  to  lend  the  Govern- 
ment fifteen  hundred  Millions  of  Livres.  In  the  mean  time) 
however  the  Regent  had  been  obliged  to  pra&ife  fo  many 
Methods  of  raifing  and  falling  Money,  of  flopping  the  Cur- 
rency of  Ca(h,  forcing  the  Currency  for  Notes,  and  conftrain- 
ing  fuch  as  had  any  Gold  or  Silver  to  part  with  it,  whether 
they  would  or  not;  that  he  was  obliged  to  flop  fhort  in  the 
Execution  of  Mr.  Law's  Scheme,  and  to  drive  him  out  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Yet,  after  all  this,  and  notwithftanding  the  Difturbance, 
Clamour,  and  Confufion  which  the  Bufinefsof  the  Bank,  the 
India  Company,  and  other  Expedients  Mr.  Law  fuggefted, 
produced,  the  Government  was  a  great  Gainer  upon  the  Whole, 
and  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  Debt  was,  if  not  paid,  at 
leaft  refolved  into  Wafte  Paper.  It  was  certainly  an  iniqui- 
tous Scheme  in  its  Nature,  and  fuch  a  one  as  no  Man  of  Pro- 
bity would  have  formed,  or  could  have  executed  ;  but  notwith- 
standing all  this,  when  executed,  it  was  as  certainly  attended 
with  fome  good  Effeds. 

While  the  Regent  was  thus  ftruggling  to  free  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  from  the  Difficulties  ic  was  under,  occafioned 
chiefly  by  the  long  War  carried  on  to  place  Philip  V.  on  the 
Throne  of  Spain,  that  Prince  committed  his  Affairs  to  an  en- 
terprizing  Minifter,  the  famous  Cardinal  Jlberoniy  who  is  ftill 
living;  and  who,  inftead  of  fubmitting,  as  former  Minifters  had 
done,  to  the  Meafures  prefcribed  by  France^  ftruck  out  a 
Plan  of  his  own,  which  he  would  have  obliged  the  Regent  to 
follow;  and  which  confifted  in  recovering  all  the  Provinces 
that  had  been  difmembered  from  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  by  the 
late  Treaties  of  Peace. 

The  Regent  declared  that  he  look'd  upon  this  as  contrary 
to  Juftice ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  confidered  it  as  not  at 
all  confiflent  with  his  Interefl ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  pro- 
moting, he  oppos'd  it,  agreeable  to  the  Engagements  he  was 
under  to  the  Imperial  and  Britijh  Courts.  The  Spanijh  Court, 
or  rather  the  Spanijh  Mini  ft  er,  took  this  fo  ill,  that  he  refolved 
to  form  a  Party  in  France,  and  even  to  fecure  the  Perfon  of 
the  Duke  Regent ;  and  as  wild  and  extravagant  as  this  Plot 

might 

Digitized  by  VjO< 


[  *85  ] 

might  feem,  the  Prince  de  Cellcmarc^  then  the  Spanijh  Ambaf- 
fsdor  at  the  Court  of  France^  took  his  Meafures  fo  well,  that  he 
was  very  near  carrying  it  into  Execution ;  it  was  however  very 
critically  difcovcred,  that  Minuter  arretted  and  fent  out  of 
France^  fome  Gentlemen  of  Bretagm  who  were  deepeft  in  this 
Scheme  loft  their  Lives,  and  very  foon  after  an  open  War  broke 
out  between  the  two  Nations. 

But  as  Spain  could  not  fuftain  herfelf  without  the  Affiftance 
of  France,  much  lefe  againft  the  Power  of  that  Monarch,  join'd 
with  the  reft  of  her  Opponents,,  Cardinal  Alberoni  was  obliged 
to  give  way,  the  Crown  of  Spain  acceded  to  the  Quadruple 
Alliance;  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  young  King  of  France 
fhould  marry  the  Infanta  of  Spain ;  and  that  the  Prince  of 
dfturias  tho\i\d  marry  one  of  the  Regent's  Daughters,  and  Don 
Cartas  the  other. 

All  Things  being  thus  fettled,  and  the  Peace  of  Europe  for 
the  prefent  reftored,  the  Regents  Affairs  wore  a  much  better 
Afpeft  than  they  had  done,  and  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  faw 
mth  Surprize,  but  without  Jealoufy,  France  daily  recovering 
its  Luftre.  This  is  a  Proof  that  the  Regent's  Condud  was 
agreeable  to  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  he  govern'd ;  and 
that  he  much  better  underftood  the  Art  of  making  France  truly 
Formidable,  than  thofe  who  affe&  at  every  Turn  to  make  her 
appear  fo.  But  to  purfue  the  Thread  or  our  Narration,  and 
leave  thefe  Political  Points  to  the  Confideration  and  Decifion  of 
:he  judicious  Reader ; 

In  1722,  the  Regent  caufed  his  Majefty  to  be  crowned  at 
Rbelmsy  and  in  the  Beginning  of  the  following  Year,  he  was 
leclared  of  full  Age  in  Parliament.  The  Regent  knew  well  of 
*hat  Confluence  it  was  to  preferve  Forms,  though  he  never 
neant  by  taking  thefe  Steps  to  relinquifh  his  own  Authority. 
By  his  Advice  therefore,  his  own  Creature  and  Favourite,  Car- 
Jinal  Du  Bois,  was  declared  Prime  Miniiter,  but  did  nothing 
>ut  by  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Direction ;  fo  that  the  Duke  had 
HI  the  intire  Adminiftration  of  the  publick  Affairs  of  the  Na» 
ion  without  any  Title  or  Office  whatever. 

He  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  this  Situation  of  Things, 
nit  in  the  Month  of  Auguji  following  his  Promotion  the 
Ordinal  died ;  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  too  prudent  to  truft 
my"  other  Perfon  with  the  Title  of  Prime  Minifter,  afked  the 
King  for  it,  or  rather  aflumed  it  himfelf.  The  Confufion 
hat  Cardinal  Du  Boh  left  his  Papers  in,  and  the  delicate  Na- 
ure  of  many  of  his  Correfpondencies,  obliged  the  Duke  to 
pply  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  Induftry  and  Diligence  to 
putting  them*  in  Order,  in  which  he  was  fo  indefatigable,  that 
r  '  y  ~  he 
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he  fat  up  all  the  Night  of  the  firft  of  December IJ23,  though.! 
be  found  himfelf  feveral  times  vejy  near  feinting,  and  the  ncxft 
Day  in  the  Afternoon  he  died  of  a  Fit  of  the  Apoplexy,  with 
great  Projects  in  his  Head,  and,  as  many  have  thought,  when  he 
was  on  the  very  Point  of  carrying  fomfc  of  them  into  Execution. 
Upon  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans*  the  Condu&of  the 
State  devolved  upon  the  next  Prince  of  the  Blood  of  an  Age 
fiiitable  to  Employment.  This  was  the  Duke  of  Bour. 
ion,  a  Prince  of  great  Parts,  furprifing  Quicknefs,  and  capibie 
of  much  Application.  He  found  many  Difficulties  upon  bis 
firft  coming  into  the  Adminiftratiort ;  to  hinder  thefe  from  in- 
creating,  he  purfued  the  Plan  of  his  Predeceflbr  very  fteadily; 
hut  the  People  were  not  much  better  fatisfied  with  him,  than 
they  had  been  with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  becaufe  the  State  of  the 
Finances  was  fuch  as  obliged  him  to  make  various  Alterations 
in  the  Coin. 

He  likewife  prefled  the  Acceptance  of  the  Bull  Unigenitui* 
both  on  the  Laity  and  Clergy,  which  occafioned  great  Heats  and 
Animofities,.  and  while  thefe  continued,  the  King  was  taken 
fuddenly  ill,  which  alarmed  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  h  much,  that 
ke  refolvcd  to  fend  back  the  young  Infanta,  who- had  been  for 
fome  time  in  Frame  with  the  Title  of  Queen,  in  order  to 
marry  the  King  to  fome  Princefs  of  riper  Years  5  and  accord- 
ingly his  Maiefty  was  foon  afterwards  married  to  the  Princeii 
Alary,  Daughter  of  StamjLna  ting  of  P02W,  which  gave  great 
Satisfaction  fo  the  People. 

But  the  Court  of  Spain  refented  this  extremely,  and  de- 
manded in  exprefs  Terms,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  fbould 
be  removed,  to  give  his  Catholic  Majefty  Satisfaction,  * 
Cardinal  Atoeroni  had  formerly  been,  at  the  Requeft  and  for 
the  Conveniency  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King.  This  being 
refufed,  threw  the  Spanijh  Court  into  the  Arms  of  that  of 
Vienna*  which  gave  fuch  a  Face  to  the  Affairs  of  Ewtpt, 
as  differed  much  from  that  which  they  had  worn  for  half  1 
Century  paft. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourlon  was 
able  to  maintain  himfelf  in  Power ;  and  the  Thing  that  turn* 
moft  to  his  Prejudice,  was  the  raifmg  the  fiftieth  Penny 
upon  all  Eftates  throughout  the  Kingdom,  which  the  D^ 
judged  ncceffary  for  the  Payment  of  the  publick  Debts,  with 
which  after  all  this  fpunging  the  Crown  found  itfclf  ftill  ova- 
charged. 

'Inere  are  fecret  and  dark  Intrigues  in  all  Courts,  and 
perhaps  there  never  was  any  in  which  thefe  have  always  pre- 
vailed more  than  in  that  of  France.     If  we  could  ablblutelv 
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depend  open  feme  Memoir*  that  have  been  written  6f  thefe" 
Times,  the  Duke  of  Bourkcn  was  deceived,  and  outwitted  by 
bis  Succefbr,  who  firft  very  gravely  and  conicientioufly  repre- 
sented to  him  the  many  fatal  Confluences  that  attended  the  mo- 
dern Method  of  paying,  or  rather  of  not  paying,  publick  Debts, 
by  Variation  of  the  Coin,  giving  a  Currency  to  Paper,  and  then 
deftroying  its  Credit :  By  which  he  fo  wiought  upon  the  Duke, 
that  he  refolved  to  abandon  thofc  Meafuacs  a*  unworthy  of  a 
Government ;  and  then  thc<crafty  Prieft  lay  in  wait  to  reptefent 
Una  as  a  publick  Oppreflbr.^^ 

The  Duke,  in  the  very  Edtd  by  which  he  impofed  this  Tax, 
fct  forth  the  Reaibne  of  it,  giving  a  very  fair  arid  foil  Account 
<tf  the  Methods  that  had  been  hitherto  taken  in  order  to  extin- 
guish the  publick  Debt,  their  Confluences,  and  the  Neceffity 
there  frill  was  of  railing  Money  to  pay  off  Incumbrances,  whiert 
flood  the  Crown  in  fifty  Millions  yearly  for  Intereft,  tho*  they 
paid  but  Two  fir  Cent. 

When  the  Murmurs  began  about  this  Tax,  which,  how  juft 
and  reasonable  foever  it  might  be  in  its  Intention,  was  to  a 
People  fo  exhaufted,  almoft  iafiipportable ;  the  ancient  BUhop 
of  Frejus  (fo  Mi  FUury  was  theivcalled)  was  the  firft  to  men- 
tion them  to  the  King,  tho'  he  had  great  Obligations  to 
tbe  Duke;  and  he  did  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  with  the 
Addition  of  feth  Circumftances,  that  be  who  had  always 
regarded  the  Sayings  of  this  Man  as  fo  many  Oracles,  re- 
folved to  part  with  the  Duke  of  Bourbon,  and  declare  this- 
Prelate  firft  Minifter*  which  Refolution  was  no  fooner  taken 
than  it  was  executed,  and  the  People,  as  is  common  enough 
in  all  Countries,  applauded  the  Change*  chiefly  becaufe  it  wa» 
i  Change. 

The  Duke  bore  his  Difgraceboth  with  Patience  and  Dig- 
nity, and  tho9  he  continued  all  his  Life  after  a  private  Man, 
and  had  very  little  Connexion  with  the  Court,  yet  he  quickly 
recovered  his  Credit  with  the  Publick,  and  was  as  generally 
eftecmed  to  the  Day  of  his  Death  as  any  of  the  Princes  of  his 
Houfe  ever  had  been. 

As  for  the  Adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Fliitryy  it  is  fo  well 
known  here,  that  it  would  be  needleis  to  trouble  the  Reader 
with  a  particular  Detail  of  it.  He  was  certainly  a  very  artful, 
ind  a  very  ambitious  Man,  without  any  of  thofe  Talents  that 
are  requiute  to  make  an  aocompliihed  Stateiman,  or  a  great 
Minifter.  It  was  the  Afcendency  he  had  over  his  Mafter,  that, 
as  it  originally  procured,  kept  him  fo  long  in  Power ;  as  it 
was  a  finooth  and  complailant  Behaviour  to  the  Foreign  MU 
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nifters,  that  gave  him  fo  great  an  Intereft,  as  he*  really  had  for 
many  Years,  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe. 

He  was  very  difinterefted  in  refpe&  to  Money,  was  very  far 
from  being  folicitous  about  his  Family,  talked  continually  of 
Moderation,  and  was  very  mild  and  affable  in  his  Behaviour ; 
yet  there  were  many  harm  Things  done  under  his  Admmiftra- 
tion,  both  with  refpe&  to  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  Affaire.  He 
had  no  fettled  Plan  of  Politicks,  as  appeared  by  his  fometimes 
courting  the  Favour,  and  fometimes  eroding  the  Meafures  of 
Spain.  It  was  purely  to  pleafe  that  Court,  that  he  fufFered  his 
Mafter  to  enter  into  a  War  with  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI. 
but  as  foon  as  he  faw  an  Opportunity  of  getting  out  of  it,  and 
of  making  fo  great  an  Acquisition  to  France  as  the  Duchy  of 
Lorrain,  he  refoived  to  embrace  it ;  and  as  he  had  facrificed  the 
Honour,  and  was  very  near  facrincing  the  Life  of  the  French 
Queen's  Father,  during  the  War,  fo  he  made  no  Scruple  of 
facrificing  the  Intereft  of  Spain  to  the  Peace. 

The  fame  kind  of  Temper  was  vifible  in  almoft  every  great 
Tran(a£tion  whilft  he  was  at  the  Head  of  Affairs.  He  made  ufe 
of  other  Mens  Capacities  for  contriving  and  executing  Schemes 
that  .were  above  his  Reach ;  but  whenever  he  found  himfelf 
pinched  by  thofc  Schemes,  he  removed  and  ruined  the  Authors 
of  them,  to  preferve  or  regain  his  own  Credit;  as  is  evident 
enough  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Cbauveliny  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
whorn  he  drove  from  Court,  after  he  had  made  great  ufe  of  his 
much  fuperior  Abilities, 

In  refpe&  to  the  late  War,  which  began  in  his  Life-time,  he 
was  drawn  into  it  by  thofe  whom  at  that  time  he  trufted,  chiefly 
from  his  apprehending  that  it  would  not  be  the  Work  of  more 
than  one  or  two  Campaigns,  and  that  the  Allies  of  the  Houfe  of 
Juftria  would  be  as  paflive  in  this  War  as  in  the  laft.  But  when 
he  found  his  Miftake,  and  faw,  or  rather  felt  the  Inconveniencies 
that  followed  from  it,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  old  Expedient  of 
fhifting  the  Blame  upon  other  People  ;  but  it  was  no  longer  in 
his  Power  to  rid  himfelf  o(  them,  as  he  had  done  of  their  Pre- 
deceflbrs;  Age,  Infirmities,  and  approaching  Death,  obliged 
him  to  turn  his  Thoughts  to  other  Matters. 

He  maintained  his  rower  with,  or  rather  Influence  over,  his 
Mafter  to  the  very  laft,  *nd,  like  Cardinal  Mazarin^  had  the 
Satisfaction .  of  dying,  in  all  outward  Appearance,  as  great  a 
Muii  as  he  had  lived,  and  even  of  appointing,  as  it  were,  his 
Succeflbr.  But  the  Arts  he  made  ufe  of  to  keep  his  Mafter  in  a 
State  of  Dependence  upon  himfelf,  have  had  fuch  an  Effect  on 
^11  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  of  FerfailUs.  fince  his  Death, 
that  it  has  been  a  perpetual  Scene  of  Cabals,  intrigues,  and 
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Cbnfufion,  tm  the  late  Marfhal  Count  Saxe  gained  the  tar  of  bit 
Matter  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  give  Law  even  to  the  Minifters, 
at  leaft  in  refped  to  all  great  Points,  which  was  the  Pofture  that  • 
Things  were  in  a  little  before  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace. 

We  have  in  the  Courfe  of  the  preceding  Hiftory  made  it.our  - 
Bufinefc  to  (hew  the  feveral  Schemes  or  Syftems  of  Government, 
which  have  fabfifted  fince  the  Acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon to  the  Throne  of  France ;  and  perhaps  we  fhall  run  no  great 
Hazard  of  mifleading  the  Reader,  by  affirming  that  thefe  may 
be  reduced  to  Two.  That  of  Henry  IV.  who  was  the  Father 
of  his  Poople,  and  really  fomewhat  more ;  for  he  not  only 
meant  honeftly  towards  bis  own  Subjects,  but  likewife  to  the 
reft  of  Europe.  In  fhort,  he  had  the  Happinefs  of  the  People  at 
Heart  in  his  own  Dominions*  and  was  for  eftablifliing  a  Bal- 
ance of  Power  abroad. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Lewis  XIIL  aimed  at  making  himfelf 
abfolute  at  home  and  refpe&ed  abroad ;  both  his  Succeflbrs  have 
had  the  fame  Views,  only  inftead  of  Refped,  they  have  been 
for  eftablifliing  a  general  Influence,  from  whence  all  the  bad 
Confequences  mutt  flow,  which  are  commonly  dreaded  from 
univerfal  Monarchy.  By  this  means  Monarchs  are  rendered  fo 
dependent  as  to  differ  little  from  Vice- Roys,  and  Republicks 
are  ruined  by  the  fecret  Encouragement  given  to  their  Rulers 
to  arrogate  an  Authority  'to  themfelves,  inconfiftent  with  the 
Constitution  of  their  Countries,  and  incompatible  with  their  In- 
terefts.  Inlhort,  the  Safety  and  Grandeur  of  this  great  Power 
muft  be  maintained  by  the  Poverty,  Wcaknefs,  Corruption, 
Difcontents,  and  Maleadminiftration  that  prevails  amongft  her 
Neighbours. 

Our  prefent  Bufinefs  is  to  {hew  how  far  this  has  been  affefied, 
and  upon  what  Grounds  we  affirm  that  the  Gallic  Conftitu- 
tion  is  changed,  and  that  the  Monarchy  is  abfolute  at  prefent. 
In  the  firft  place,  we  are  to  obierve,  that  the  greateft  Lawyers 
and  beft  Hiftorians  of  France  agree,  that  the  Power  of  thejr 
Kings  was  anciently  reftrained,  not  only  within  narrower  Bounds 
than  at  prefent,  but  in  reality  they  were  as  much  limited  as 
any  Monarchs  could  be. 

That  in  all  Governments,  fupreme  and  abfolute  Power  is, 
and  muft  be  lodged  fomewhere,  we  find  generally  agreed* 
that  according  to  the  old  Conftitution  of  France^  this  did  not 
refide  in  their  Princes,  but  in  the  general  Affembly  of  the 
States  of  the  Kingdom,  as  in  all  other  Gothic  Conftitutions, 
is  certain.  Indeed  the  very  name  of  the  People  fufficiently 
proves  this,  fince  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  Oppofition  than 
between  Francs  (that  is.  Freemen)  and  Slaves* 
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Bui  u  k  ww  found  inconvenient  to  bold  tbefe  general  Afiirt*-. 
bliea  very- frequently,  fo»  to  binder  the  Incroachmenta  of  their 
Kings  while  they  were  not  fitting,  part  of  their  Powers  were, 
transferred  to  certain  Committees,  which  gave  Rife  to  the  Par- 
liaments of  &****  and  particularly  to  that  ofi  JEW;,  which 
was  at  firft  Ambulatory^  that  is*  attended  the  Pcrfon  of  the 
King*  but  in  Procefc  of  Time*  wa*  fixed  to  that  City  for  the. 
Gonveoiency  both  of  Prince  and  People. 

The  ancient  Prerogative*  of  this  Aflembly  plainly  prove,  that 
at  Reprefontatives  of  the  States,  the  Sovereignty  was  really  in 
it,  for  amoagft  others  they  had  theft  three*  *  irft,  they  judged 
the  Boers  and  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  over  whom  the  Kong 
in  thia  Refpe&hadooPowor;  but  in  cafe  they  werofufpcQed  of 
failing  in  their  Duty  to  the  Conftitution,  they  were  to  be  tryed 
by  their  Equals,  according  to  the  known  Law  of  the  Kingdom. 
Secondly,  all  the  great  Officers  of  State  took  their  Oath*  in 
Parliament;  fromwhioh  k  is  inanifeft,  that  they  were  bound 
not  to  the  Perfon  of  the  King*  btit  fwore  to  him  in  hie  Poli- 
tical Capucitys.  and  for  the  gcaeral  Benefit  of  the  St*ee. 
Thirdly,  they  bad  the  Right  of  uegiftering*  approving,  and 
promulgating  the  King's  Edids,  without  which  they  tad  not 
the  Sanftion  or  Force  of  Laws* 

As  thefo  Inftancea  unqueffioaabfy  demonstrate*  that  accord- 
ing tso  the  GdHc  Conftitution,  their  Kings  were  not  abfohjte; 
fo  there  i*  nothing  more  rtquifitn  to  prove  that  thqp  are  fince 
become  fo,  by  overturning  the  Conffitution,  than  to  obferve 
that  all  thefc  Checks  are  now  taken. away.  The  Afiembiy  of 
die  States  is  a  Thing  no  longer  hoard,  of;  *nd  as  for  Parlia- 
ments, they  are  but  /Shadows  of  what  they  were,  or  rather 
worfe,  by  which  I  mean,  that  they  ace  now  become  thefafttu- 
ments  of  that  Power  they  were  inftituted  to  reftnuo. 

The  Liberty  of  the  Subjed  is  intirely  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
King;  he  imprifon*  whom  he  pleafes  without  giving  any  Ac- 
count; and  whenever  he  find*  it  requifile,  appoints  fuch 
Judges  for  the  Tryal  of  Offenders  as  he  think*  fit  The  great 
Officers  of  State  take  their  Oaths  to  and  from  him;  fo  that 
they  now  belong  entirely  to  the  King*  who  appointed  re- 
moves, extends,  or  retrenches  their  Authority  aa  be  pleafes. 
The  registering  of  £di£b  is  become  a  mere  Matter  of  Earn* ; 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  does  indeed,  fometunes.  remon- 
ftrate,  but  in  the  End  the  King's  Will  and.  Pfeafur*  always 
prevail* 

The  whole  Government  of  this  groat: Nation,  having  been, 
by  the  Am  of  Cardinal  Rjchttitu  and  hta  Succeflbrs,  drasen 
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Intirely  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  and  his  MinUters,  the 
tjtmoft  Pains  have  been  taken  to  reduce  it  into  fuch  a  Syftera^ 
as  that  this  Powtr  may  influence  the  whole,  and  keep  every 
Branch  thereof  in  ftri&  and  conftant  Dependence.  As  far  a^ 
the  Compafs  of  our  Work  y/ill  allow,  we  fhall  endeavour  to 
ihew  ^ow  thi$  is  done. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  GallUan  Church  and  of  its  Free- 
dom ;  but  from  the  Time  of  the  Cardinal  before-mentioned, 
this  Freedom  is  become  a  mere  Engine  of  State,  by  the  Help  of 
Which  the  King  has  fometioies  made  ufe  of  the  Power  of  thq 
Clergy,  and  at  other  times  of  that  of  the  Pope,  to  extend  hi* 
own.  It  W3S  with  a  View  tQ  this,  that  the  Proteftmtts  of  Franc* 
were  in  general  expelled  |  and  that  the  Remains  of  them  in 
Franct  are  from  time  to  time  perfecuted,  when  they  attempt  iq 
anyDegreethe  publick Exercife of  their  Religion. 

The  French  Kings  were  refolved  to  make  themfelves  Su- 
preme in  Church  as  well  as  State)  which  is  the  true  Reafon 
why  they  admit  of  no  Diflenters  j  and  they  have  carried  this 
into  Execution,  notwithftanding  the  Nominal  Authority  of 
the  Pope;  which  is  often  made  ufe  of  by  the  King,  and  can 
never  be  turned  againft  him. 

The  Clergy  of  France  are,  however,  a  very  great  and  con-? 
fiderable  Body  i  they  confift  at  prefent  of  eighteen  Archbifbops. 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Biihops,  all  named  and  appointed 
by  the  King  j  who  has  likewife  the  Nomination  of  feven  hun-» 
died  and  feventy  Abbies,  and  of  the  Superiors  of  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  Convents  of  Nuns.  The  Reader  need  not  be 
told  what  Influence  this  gives  the  Crown  over  that  Part  of  its 
Subjc£b,  which  were  formerly  the  leaft  attached  to  it. 

The  ordinary  Revenue  arifing  from  the  Tenths  of  the  Clergy, 
amounts  to  1,200,000  Livres^r  Annum ;  bcfides  which,  in  the 
General  Aflemhlies  of  the  Clergy,  free  Gifts  are  fo  conftantly 
expected  even  in  Times  of  Peace,  that  this  additional  Revenue, 
is  computed  annually  at  two.  Millions  ;  but  in  Time  of  Waj 
the  extraordinary  free  Gifts  render  it  much  more. 

As  to  the  Civil  Government,  the  King  has  a  great  Council 
of  State,  and  twelve  Parliaments,  befides  other  Courts,  fuch  a$ 
Generalities  and  Intendancies,  for  the  Management  of  the  Re? 
venue;  of  the  former  there  are*  twenty-fix,  and  of  the  Utter, 
more.  As  for  the  Political  Government,  it  is  managed  by  fe- 
veral  great  Councils,  or  rather  Committees  of  Council,  of 
which  there  are  at  prefent  four ;  which  are  filled  the  Council  of 
State,  the  Council  of  Difpatches,  the  Royal  Council  of  Fir 
nances,  and  the  Royal  Council  of  Commerce* 
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The  firft  Civil  Officer  in  France  is  the  Chancellor,  and  the 
only  Officer  that  is  not  removeable  at  the  King's  Pleafure ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  cannot  be  removed  without  being  brought 
to  a  Trial ;  but  the  King  may,  and  frequently  does  take  the 
Seals  from  him,  and  put  them  into  the  Hands  of  another  Per- 
fon,  who.'has  the  Title  of  Keeper  and  the  Power  of  Chancel- 
lor, who  is  removeable  at  the  King's  Pleafure, 
. '  There  is  generally  a  Perfon  at  the  Head  of  the  Miniftry,  either 
with  or  without  the  Title  of  Prime  Minifter,  and  with  more  or 
lefs  Authority,  as  the  King  pleafes ;  at  prefent  this  is  conceived 
to  be  M.  de  Machaulty  Keeper  of  the  Seals  and  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Finances,  but  without  the  Title.  For  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Publick  Affairs,  there  are  four  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  who  have  each  their  feparate  Departments.  Thefeare 
at  prefent ;  ML  de  Saint  Conte/f9  who  is  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  the  Count  de  Saint  Florentine  who  has  the  Care  of  Do- 
meftick  Concerns  5  the  Count  D'JrgenJbn,  who  is  Secretary  at 
War ;  and  M.  RouiUe^  who  has  the  Marine  in  the  Room  of 
the  Count  de  Maurepas  lately  difgraced. 

The  principal  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  is  the  Confptroller- 
Genej  al  of  the  Finances,  which  Office  is  now  in  M.  de  Machault> 
who  has  under  him  a  Multitude  of  Intendants,  and  other  Of- 
ficers, fijbjeft  to  the  Dire&ion  of  the  Council  of  Finances,  of 
which  the  D.  de  Bethune  is  Prefident.  As  to  the  ordinary  and 
fettled  Revenue  of  the  Crown  of  France^  if  we  may  believe  their 
own  Writers  upon  that  Subjc&,  it  is  not  at  all  "increafed  in  its 
real,  though  it  is  confiderably  augmented  in  its  nominal  Value. 

In  1683,  it  Was  computed  at  116,873,476  Livres ;  and  in 
1730  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  140,278,473  Livres, 
which  make  5*844,937  Pounds  of  our  Money.  This  fhews 
that  neither  the  general  Wealth  of  France^  nor  the  Income  of 
the  King,  are  near  fo  great  as  is  commonly  imagined.  It  is  in- 
deed very  true,  that  in  time  of  War  the  King  levies  much 
larger  Sums;  but  it  is  very  plain,  that  ^ven  thefe  muft  fall 
tar  ihort  of  what  feme  People  would  perfuade  us  they  amount 
to ;  fince  there  muft  be  always  a  Proportion  between  the 
Ordinary  and  extraordinary  Revenue,  and  confequently,  if 
We  know  the  one,  we  may  very  eafily  compute  how  far  the 
other  can  be*  canied;  becaufe,  even  under  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments, fome  Mcafures  muft  be  prefervecf,  and  fomc  Regard  had 
to  the  general  Income  of  the  People,  which  is  lefs  in  Time 
of'  War,  at  the  fairfe  Time  that  the  publick  Expence  is 
greater;-' 

As  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Ciyil  Government  of  France  was 

'moulded   in  the  Compafs  of -two  Reigns,  into  fuch  a  Form 
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as  made  them,  wholly  fubferyient  to  the  Purpofes  of  the  Qrown  y 
fo  the  Military  Eflablifhment,  a*  it  now  {lands,  was  entirely 
the  Work  of  Lewis  XIV.  Before  his  Time  a  few  Compa- 
nies of  Guards,  and  four  old  Corps.,  as  they  are  itill  called, 
were  all  the  (landing  Troops  of  France  \  neither  were  they 
exa&ly  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the  Regiments  that  arc 
now  kept  up,  tho'  this  is  not  a  proper  Place  to  difcufs  the 
Difference. 

It  is  fufficient  for  us  to  obferve,  that  the  Prince  laft  mention- 
ed, rinding  every  thing  at  home  difpofed  according  to  his  good 
Pleafure  when  he  took  the  Administration  into  his  own  Hands* 
refolved  to  lay  hold  of  that  Opportunity  to  fecure  the  boundlefe. 
Authority  of  which  he  was  pofleffed  in  his  own  Dominions, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  make  himielf  formidable  to  his  Neigh? 
bours.  It  was  to  this  J^nd  that  he  eflablifhed  firft  under  the 
Notion  of  Guards  a  very  confiderable  Force,  which  is  now 
ftiled  the  Troops  of  the  IJoufhold  \  and  afterwards,  as  Occafipn 
ferved,  raifed  Regiment  after  Regiment  both  of  Horfe  and  Foot, 
and  kept  them  in  conftant  Service.  .  , 

It  was  by  the  Help  of  this  Standing  Army,  that  he  gained 
fo  many  and  to  great  Advantages  over  Spain  and  the  reft  of  his 
Neighbours,  and  annexed  feveral  conquered  Provinces  to  his 
Dominions  ^  which  at  the  fame  time  afforded,  him  an  Qppprr 
tunity  of  inprea,fipg.  the  Number  of  thefe  regular  Troops,  and 
of  covering  his  Frontiers  on'  every  fide  with  abundance  of 
ftrong  FortrefTes.  fiy  degrees  pther  States  of  Europe  found 
themfelves  obliged,  for  their  own  Defence,  to  raife  and  main* 
tain  regular  Troops  likewife,  which  furnifhed  that  ambitious 
Prince  with  a  Pretence  for  augmenting  his  to  as  great  a  Number 
as  it  is  poffiblc  for  him  to  maintain  ;  and  his  Example  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  moft  other  Points,  has  been  exa£tf  y  followed  •  by 
his  Succeflbr.  So  that  immediately  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  War,  the  Standing  Troops  of  France  confided  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Foot,  twenty  thoufand  Horfe  and 
Dragoons,  and  between  eight  and  ten  thoufand  Invalids ;  that 
is,  in  the  whole,  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Men* 

The  keeping  up  fo  large  an  Army,  and  the  maintaining  fo 
many  Garrifons,  is  as  ferviceable  to  the  King  as  it  is  burthenfome 
and  ruinous  to  the  Kingdom,  inafmuch  as  it  keeps  fo  great 
a  Proportion  of  able  and  a&ive  Perfons  in  a.  State  of  abfolute 
Idlenefs  with  regard  to  the  Publick,  at  die  fame  time  that  heavy 
Taxes  are  raifed  upon  the  laborious  and  induilrious  Part  of  the 
People  for  their  Subfiflence. 

But  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  finds  Employment  for  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  of  France,  more  especially  as  it  is  be- 
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dcflfe  Iftfibft  *h  indnpenftbk  Cuftom  far  fcettl  A^ertf  fait 
Ydttfli,  sftteaft  the  firft  Part  bf  it*  in  tht  Service  *  by  which 

S*te  bnmght  mfehfibly  into  a  Dejpendence  upon  the  Court, 
have  their  Minds  filled  with  falfe  and  Ibvifli  Notions  of  the 
Glory  6f  their  Grand  Mtmdrque,  which  intfrely  gets  the  better  of 
the  natiiral  Paffions  that  all  Men  of  Birth  and  Breeding  in  cthet 
Nations  have  for  the  Service  of  their  Country.  Thus  the  Readct 
fees,  that  the  Church,  the  Law,  the  Civil  Employments,  an* 
the  Military,  &eihg  wholly  at  the  good  Plefcfore  of  the  Court, 
khe  fai-  greater  Part  of  the  aftive  People  in  this  great  'Gauntry 
have  their  Live*  and  Fortunes  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown, 
and  fpend  the  belt -of  their  Days  in  the  Maintenance  of  a  Syf- 
tfcfai,  calculated  to  hoM  them  in  irrecoverable  and  perpetual 
Servitude. 

-  The  Reader  will  naturally  expeft,  that  #e  fcfculdfayfome- 
thirigfcf  the  Marirte,  which  in  the  laft  Reign  #*s  iiwfced  ex- 
tieihely  formktibie,  but  was  far  from  beihg  fo  ih  this:  fince  It 
ft  Very  certain  that  at  the  Beginning  of  the  late  War,  the  whole 
naval  Power  of  France  did  not  tbrmft  of  quite  forty  Ships  of  War 
W  $11  Sfeefc,  Which  though  it  be  very  Short  of  what  it  1vas  atthe 
Opening  of  this  Century*  yet  is  touch  fuperior  to  any  Force 
the  French  had  of  that  Nature  before  the  Reign  of  Lewi  XIV. 
A*  to  the  Commerce  of  Frakce*  it  was  before  the  War  began 
Ve*y  fc^Aaable,  tho'  Certainly  muchfhort  of  what  has  been 
fcepbrVed  df  it  heVe. 

Th*  grcateifc  Evidence  thereof  that  I  have  fttert,  is  derived 
from  a  Memorial  now  before  rite,  Which  contains  *  Reprc- 
fentatibh  jcb  the  "French  Cc*rt  of  tht  Lofles  fuftfcined  by  tfe 
War\  Mhfch  was  drawn  up  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
*747,  and  wherein  they  areftated  at  two  hundred  Millions  of 
their  Money,  which 'make  above  nine  Millions 'three  hundred 
thduihrid  Pounds  of  Ours.  If  this  proves,  as  it  mod  certainty 
^does,  that  tfcfe  Trade  of  France  was  very  much  mcieafed,  fcnd 
fcveA  ttrived  at  a  fufprfehtg  Height;  we  have  at  the  fame  time 
*fce  Oonfolation  of  knowing,  mat  it  i>  mrtv  not  orrly  much 
fifflft  aWd  frnf&ifedt  bet  m  many  of  its  Aloft  important  aftl 
fcenefioial  Branches  almcVft  tuined  and  deftroyctf  5  and  this  by 
the  Conreflioh  of  thoft,  Mb  **  ttrey  are  •employed  thereto, 
ftMft  be  fceft  acquainted  lfce*£w«i*,  and  who,  ftt  a  Reprefenta- 
f  ten  fcf  this  fcW,  tf  urfr  hot  attempt  to  hupofe  upon  the  Go- 
Wftihieht 

-.     \¥e  hfeve  l&ewife  the  Sttfefaftion  of  brirfe  irifctfflied  from 

the  fame  authentick  Memorial,  that  in  the  Judgment  'of  the 

ffctfanlfle  ptft  of  that  NaSprr,  ff  it  Were  in  WeiWer  tf  the 
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Ontft  to  maintain  twenty  Men  of  War  at  &&  fifteen  atOftMfe 
and  on  the  Coaft  df  £/>*/*,  "fifteen  in  America^  ahd  ten  at  Tiir- 
£*,  aM  the  branches  bf  their  Tfadc  might  be  effeftually  prtr- 
tr£fcd :  Whence  It  is  eviflerit  that  no  fuch  Force  has  been  hi-  ^ 
thcrto  employed,  and' that  the  Merchants  are  doubtful  ^hethet 
if  the  Court  was  ever  fo  Wejl  'inclined,  they  touM  equip  and 
maintain  it. 

In  Tefpeft  to  the  Interests  of  Trance^  we  are  obliged  1o  confide* 
the  Nature  <tf  the  Government  orily,  and  the  Views  Which  thi 
Court  propofe  to  ltfd£  fince  thefe  are  very  different  from,  ort 
to  (peak  the  Truth,  diredHy-Oppdfite  to  the  true  Intereft  of  the 
Nation ;  for  confidering  the  Soil,  Climate,  and  Situation  df  thfc 
Country,  and  the  Nunibers  of  he  Inhabitants,  as  they  have  no 
teafon  to  fear,  -fo  they  have  no  caufe  fo  difturb  their  Neighbours  », 
by  whom,  if  they  applied  themfelves  induftrioufly  to  Manurac- 
turcs  at  home,  and  to  foreign  Trade,  they  might  be  very  great 
Gainers;  and  as  the  feveral  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom  are  VuM 
of  great  Towns,  ihey  might  be  all  tendered  populous  and  rich* 
as  well  sfe  the  Country  about  them. 

A  Government  therefore  thaft  confuted  the  Good  df  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  general  Benefit  of  its  Subjects,  ihould  labour  to  pre- 
ferve  'Peace,  and  be  affiduous  In  cultivating  the  Arts  of  Peace, 
which  perhaps  Would  tend  as  much  to  iitcreafe  'the  Power  "anfi 
fix  the  Security  of  fuch  a  Government,  as  theroritraryMeaflires 
which  arc  now  purfued  tendto'ftfengthen  and  aggrandtee  ihzi 
abfolute  Monarchy,  which  we  have  feen  ere&ed  there  oh  the 
Ruins  of  their  Conftitution,  by  the  Houfe  df  Bokfbflt. 

But  as  a-Scheme  intirely  oppofltc  to  thkhas  been  there  carried 
on  for  &  leaft  a  Century  paft,  with  great  Steadiness  anfl  unufuitt 
Succefs,  we  have  no  Re'afen  to  expeS,  tho'Circumitancesmty 
induce  them  to  diflerhble,  that  the  Frtnch  Court  will  ever  change 
thefr  MeafUrds;  and  therefore  looking  Upon  Things  in  a  Po- 
litical Light,  we  muft  confider  thany  only,  without  having  any 
fcefceft  to  the  Intereft  of  die  People.  The  Grandeur  6f  the 
Crown,  wfoidi  With  fome  Impropriety  is  in  that  Country  ttflei 
the  <31ory  of  PrarUty  appears  to  be  the  ultimate  Aim  of  the 
Policy  of  thefe  Miniftera,  upon  Which  they  have  fixed  their  oWft 
Attention  lb  long,  and  have  magnified  it  to  riiudi,  that  it  feems 
at  length  to  occupy  folely  the  Cares  and  Attefititto  of  thfc 
Natioh. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  it  is  on  keeping  up  this'S^irit  thtft 
the  Peace  and  Safety  of  the  Government,  as  it  is  how  adhuV 
hiftered,  depends;  and  it  isimpdffible  for  the  French  Court  tb 
drop  her  Influence  abroad,  without  manifeftly  hazardir^he* 
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Quiet  at  home  j  fo  that  to  expert  a  French  Monarch  ihould  ad- 
here ftridly  to  Treaties,  and  relinquiih  all  Views  upon  his 
Neighboors,  is  to  expert  a  Golden  Age;  a  thing  that  jnay  be 
wifhed  even  by  the  Wife,  but  which  Fool*  tbemfejveg  can  never 
hope  to  feet 

There  is  therefore  no  fort  of  Doubt,  that  fo  long  as  France 
enjoys  her  prefent  Power,  and  is  in  a  Capacity  of  preferving  it, 
ihe  wil)  confider  berfelf  as  the  Head  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^ 
jand  as  the  firft  Potentate  of  the  Chfiftian  World,  to  which  high 
Titles  ihe  will  not  fail  to  add  as  many  real  Prerogatives  as  is 
In  her  Power.  In  order  to  this,  ihe  will  ftudy  to  continue  Spain 
and  the  other  Princes  of  her  Houfe  in  a  clofe  Dependence  upon 
herfelf,  by  occasionally  gratifying  them  in  their  Views ;  and  as 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  they  can  expeft  this  any  other  way, 
there  feems  to  be  too  much  Probability  that,  for  our  Time  at 
leaft,  ihe  will  fucceed  in  it. 

.  It  is  alio  probable  that  ihe  will  periift  in  moft  of  her  other 
Schemes,  fuch  as  keeping  up  a  clofe  Correfpondence  with  the 
Turks,  that  flie  may  have  it  in  her  Power  to  awe  the  Houfc  of 
4uftria  and  the  Ruffian  Empire ;  that  with  the  like  View  ihe 
will  negle&  nothing  that  may  contribute  to  continue,  and  even 
to  increafe  the  Jealoufies  that  have  fo  long  fubfifted,  and  which 
ftill  fubiift  in  Germany-,  her  Intrigues  in  all  the  Northern  Courts, 
and  her  Correfpondencies  in  Italy,  where  fo  long  as  ihe  can  pre* 
ferve  her  Superiority,  ihe  will  not  fail  to  have  the  Court  of 
JReme  attached  to  her  Caufe. 

In  refpeS  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  will 
always  remain  the  Object  of  her  Hate,  the  Maritime  Powers  of 
her  £nvy,  and  Pruffia  of  her  Jealoufy ;  whatever  Profeflions, 
under  certain  Circumftances,  and  to  ferve  her  own  Purpofes, 
(he  may  make  to  the  contrary ;  and  upon  which  therefore  thole 
fo  whom  they  are  made,  can  never  depend  but  to  their  own 
Prejudice. 

She  may  alfo,  and  it  is  highly  probable  ihe  will,  diffemble 
her  real  Views  in  Times  of  Peace  in  favour  of  her  Trads, 
which  there  js  no  Queftion  fixe  will  encourage  and  promote 
?U  that  lies  in  her  Power,  that  it  may  in  fome  meafure  repair 
'the  Lofles  occafioned  by  her  Wars  ;  but  there  is  no  room  to 
fuppofe  that  ihe  will  remain  quiet  for  many  years  together, 
becaufe  this  muft  many  ways  indanger  a  Government  like 
hers,  by  creating  Fa&ions  in  the  Court,  relaxing  the  Difci- 
pline  of  her  Armies,  and  giving  Time  to  her  Neighbours  to 
put  themfelves  into  4  State  of  Security  and  Defence  againft  her 
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This  is  not  a  Pifturc  drawn  at  pleafiire,  orby  the  Hand  of 
Prejudice,  of  the  French  Government,  to  render  it  odious  and 
fufpe&ed,  but  from  the  Life,  and  with  ftri<&  Regard  to  Trutiu 
The  Reader  has  had  the  Evidence  produced  to  him,  vyhich  js 
fufficient  to  eftablifh  this,  and  it  was  with  that  View  that  we 
took  fo  much  Pains  to  produce  it* 

Without  feeing  the  Hiftory  of  France  fince  the  Acceffion  of 
the  prefent  reigning  Family,  and  confidering  duly  and  impar- 
tially the  principal  Points  therein,  it  would  have  been  impoffible 
to  have.fet  the  Policy  of  the  French  Court  in  a  true  Point  of 
Light ;  or  if  it  had  been  poffible,  it  could  fcarce  have  been  ex* 
pe&ed  that  the  Publick  mould  have  given  Credit  to  it  j  but  as 
the  Cafe  now  ftands,  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  that  there  are  good 
Grounds  to  hope  that  the  Juftice  and  Impartiality  of  this  Ac- 
count will  be  confpicuous  to  every  ingenuous  Reader,  fo  as  to 
convince  him  that  this  is  a  fair  and  equal  Reprefencation,  given 
with  no  other  End  than  to  enable  him  to  form  a  true  Profpe&  of 
future  Events,  and  of  the  Conduct  of  this  Power  infucceeding 
Times. 

Before  we  quit  this  Article,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that 
notwithftanding  the  Truth  of  what  has  been  (aid,  yet  there  are 
no  juft  Grounds  to  defbair  of  preferving  the  Ballance  of  Power, 
tho'  France  and  the  reft  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ftjould  purfue 
with  the  utmoft  Vigour  their  ambitious  Schemes  ;  .and  this  we 
fhall  likewife  make  appear,  by  a  few  plain  and  natural  Inferences 
and  Deductions  from  the  Hiftory  and  Remarks  that  .have  been 
already  made. 

It  is  very  evident  from  thefe,  that  the  French  Power  was  at 
its  greateft  Height  at  the  Time  Lewis  XIV.  made  the  Peace  of 
Nimeguen,  or  a  very  little  after.  The  two  fucceeding  Wars 
exhaufted  that  Nation  prodigioufly,  and  more  efpedally  thelaft, 
which  brought  her  fo  low,  that  not  withftanding  the  long  Peace, 
and  the  many  Advantages  (he  has  fince  enjoyed,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain (he  is  far  from  having  recovered  it,  fince  her  Revenue  at 
this  Day,  tho'  it  makes  a  greater  Number  of  Livres,  Ms  fhort 
in  Value  of  what  it  amounted  to  in  1683. 

She  has  been  likewife  very  much  exhaufted  by  the  Iaft  War,  in 
which  fhe  was  defeated  in  rnoft  of  her  Views,  round  herfelf  in  no 
Capacity  of  keeping  the  A^quifitions  (he  had  made,  and  dtfeover/d 
fomeSignsof  Weaknefe beyond  what  appeared  even  in  the  former 
general  Wy,  We  know  that  whatever  her  Diftrefles  may  be, 
it  is  impoffible  for  her  to  bring  above  250,000  Men  into  the 
Field ;  perhaps  it  is  impoffible  for  her  to  do  even  that,  and  fuch 
an  Army  (he  cannot  long  maintain;  or  recruit,  if  fhe  could 
maintain  it.    But  fuppofing  it  to  be  poffible,  this  Force  will  not 
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vt  finBcicnt  toderend  her,  €ven*agamR  thfe  l&ft  CbnleAetdicy, 
fht  had  not  a  Dependence  upon  Pruffia. 

Experience  has  fliewn  us,  that  without  thfe  Refoutce,  flic 
tiould  not  maintain  an  Army  in  the  Ltrtv-C<nmtrhs<>  and  keep 
a  Force  fufficient  to  defend  her  frontfeft  dh  the  Side  tXMuce. 
We  may  remember,  for  the  Time  fe  ttdt  long  finee,  the  Hurry 
with  which  Lewis  XV.  marched  tb  tover  that  Part  of  Iris  Do- 
minions,  had  like  to  haveeoft  htm  his  Life,  aitd  Very  "doubtful 
it  is,  whether  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  protected  them 
at  tail,  if  a  Diverfion  had  not  been  made  in  Bvhtmia,  Which 
obliged  the  Auftrians  to  tfepafc  theXAfa*;  and  the  Manner  in 
which  the  French  beheld  that  Retreat,  fully  flit  wed  how  highly 
fatssfied  they  were  at  the  Sight. 

But  fiippofe,  as  the  Thing  is  indfted  very  pta&icaHe,  fttch  an 
Invafion  were  attempted  at  the  lame  time,  with  an  Irruption  on 
the  Side  of  Prevented  and  fc  Defcent  from  Erigland  on  nrettxgncy 
or  amy  other  Part  of  their  Coafts,  where  would  Troops  then  be 
Ibttnd  to  refill  all  thefe  Enemies  ?  Yet  there  is  Reafon  to  believe 
that  France  made  a  much  better  Figure  in  the  late  War,  than 
!he  will  be  able  to  do  in  another,  unlefs  ilhe  is  ft>  lucky  as  to 
fucceed  as  happily  hi  her  Intrigues  *t  the  Beginning  of  it,  as  Are 
did  inthufe  file  employed  aft  th*  Commencement  of  this  1 A 
whicH,  aH  Things  cortfidered,  b  very  ittiprbbafote. 

Befides,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  1A  Qurtrrd,  tnany  Incidents 
happened  that  cannot  feH  of  fcffeaiftg  ftrongly  the  general 
Intetdb  xKBurcpe  for  the  future,  no  Way  to  tlte  Advantage 
of  theCaufe  of  France.  As  for  Inftance,  the  farprtzing  aiw 
unexpected  fefforts  made  by  the  People  of  Hungary  in  fapport 
tit  their  StWtreign,  which,  as  1  have  (hewed  in  another  Place, 
htelhtfdduted  a  new  Pbtver  in  Eurtfe,  and  brpught  fechan 
Atteffion  of  !Stftngth  to  thfc  Wottfe  tX  Jhfitia  as  faved  her 
n6w,  -awdtnuft  ctthtribote  nbt  a  littte  to  render  het  refpe&d 
heteaftefr. 

Thfe  Tkvalhtfoh  of  &ww#  1tn*wdiately  after  the  War  be- 
gan, awd  mbtfe  ei^Ciany  tff  the  ^ovarian  and  Putetine  Domi- 
nions, muft  alfo  have  very -good  Etifette  in  deterring  tbdfc  Princes 
frwh  tflabhig  any  Confidehte  in  the  Omnipotence  of  *c 
Brtodffltotrpu,  Or  fappdfiftgthte  Saopefc  of  a  Wat  muft  bede- 
terrtrtn&i  <m  the  tare  Appearttece  df  his  Forces. 

Thfe  hfctty  Misfomrnes  that  WfeH  the  Duke  of  MtAnaf^ 
At  Qirtbefi,  are  5dfo  Very  difcouragjng  CircutHftano*  \  ftfttttb* 
ftahffiwgthfe Reftfeutittfi of  tfcfcir  DBminiorts.  Wfe  «V  ***; 
fofc  ttSbnririy  -pttfaaUe  outftlves,  that  in  tfotteedfoig  Tin** 
ttfttiber  'Spirit  iriSi  *ifcVail  j  Princes  and  States  win  at  m 
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tttth*,  thtt  by  Ifpeated  Efbrts  France  \m  'weakened  Jher 
brce,  tho'  fee  prefcrves  her  Ambition  to  the  fJA  $  is  as  vigitf* 

Ejs  as  ever  «l  htr  Views,  tho*  <he  wants  Abilities  to  aticata* 
(h  thein. 
All  this  may  be  the  mjher  tfxpeded,  becuofcthe  Saggeftoafc 
w  Frtrodr  are  commonly  againft  the  Interefts'of  the  Princes  flie 
[tempts ;  and  the  Motives  mtift  oortfequently  be  very  tang,  tbe 
Pafuafuxn  of  Stfcceft  ftill  ftrerigef ,  to  warp  fucb  Princfesor  Staftee 
from  their  Interefts,  which  tfaney  may  purfu*  whhodt  Danger*  ck 
Trouble,  Ok  after  the  Defeat  tof  the  Scheme  laid  at  tbe  Com* 
taencemewt  of  this  War,  what  Infinaations  eaa  move,  wtafc 
Argumehts  appear  contkiftve  ? 

But  this  is  ii6t  all ;  if  Aich  %  Check  he  once  riven  to  /Vjw* 
a  new  Spirit  May  arife,  and  tfcofe  who  have  no  Hopes  of  bene- 
fiting themferves  by  her  Afiftince,  may  incKne  to  reap  Advonv 
tages  at  her  Expence.  All  Enrtf*  well  know*  to>w  ikuiHfactot  '* 
Tide  flie  had  to  iftoft  of  her  Acquifitkma>  and  with  what  Ap- 
pearance of  Juftfoe  her  Poffefltons  might  be  queRioaed  $  and  who 
can  tdl  whit  feme  timet*  cfcher  fach  a  Spirit  may  prtduct  t 

It  would  be  a  very  eafy  Mattel  «o  fuggttk  various  other  Rcafcnfc 
to  the  fame  Purpoie ;  but  I  forbear  at  prefent,  as  having  (aid 
enough  tofhew  my  Opinion,  that  tbe  Hoafe  of  Bourbon  will  Hot, 
indeed  cannot,  relinquisher  {fretfent  Syftem,  which  muft  always 
render  her  terrible  t6  her  Neighbours ;  but  that  oil  the  other  hand, 
there  wants  ndt'a  Power  fuffirient  to  render  «H  her  httiigafcte 
abortive,  and  to  defeat  all  h*r  Enterpri^thtf  frftuiked  by  hdr 
utmoft  Force.  > 

I  am  very  well  aware  that  there  are  two  Sorts  of  People  who 
will  be  ftfdined  to  doubt  of  the  Ffc&s  which  I  have  advanced, 
*nd  to  *<pftte  the  Arguments  which  i  torve  ufed  upon  this 
Sobjeft.  The  firft  of  thefe  ate  tbe  Adn&ti*  «frh*  twrtgttftMi 
Power,  thefe  who  fadk  up  not  only  -with  Surprize  btft«e*fute 
Rlheutiaztng  Strufture,  "Which  the  Genius  of  RicheHeu  con* 
trived,  and  the  Labours  of  Ms  Su&*fers  ended.  In  this  there 
mhdeedfadslrtUng  iftatage  and  mean,  and  yet  of  thefe  Sort  of 
People  there  have  been  alfctys  ftfe*>  to  fay  the  Truth,  Cm 
™3^1mhe  World '5  as  appears  by  the  Gntis,  who  in  *  Coun- 
ty of  Liberty,  were  in  their  Hearts  Friends  to  the  Great  Kmg% 
™^&#trtew*htfn  tofae«efr**feitidhfiifetty.  Iftie  other 
«*tff  IVdjpte  art  foch  as'fehr  f^**n^bd»ttfely,  JUAVko 
"f^gJtotAh  Iblohg  iifed  tellMilekbiTiHIe  -A^^^blMGdift  %n<wrtl 
J^ForteatstheDdigftsbftWtGWW'h,  Otf ttt  frifcitfriiy 
™*  tr*mftM»  df  fl^fr  Pariic,  46  efityfte  «<xtflty  ahd  taltftfy 
whether  Kbeffe  be  Mrty  £dbd  GVotifkb  lir^frA^ehWtfc**  6r 
Acta 
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It  may,  and  very  probabjv  H  will  be  urged  by  both  theft 
•kind  of  People,  that  firft  with  regard  to  Fads,  the  Armia 
which  France  had  on  foot  in.  the.  Jaft  Year  .of  the  late  War, 
were  very  much  fuperior  to  what  I  allow  Ihe  could 
form  \  and  becaufel  know  that  *hts.has  been  laid  down  with 
great  Force,  by.  fome  who  would  be  thought  extremely  well 
•acquainted  with  the  Military  Eftabliftunent  in  France^  I  have 
taken  .feme  Pains  to  learn  how  far  I  was  miftaken,  which 
fcom  thefe  People  I  could  never  do,  fop  they  anfwered  al- 
ways in  the  general*  that  France  was  out  of  Companion 
ftronger  than  I  imagined  ;  that  we.  deceived  qurfelves  here  in 
thinking  the  contrary ;  and  that  the  Troops  in  her  Pay  dur- 
ing the  laft  Campaigns,  very  far  .exceeded  our  Computations. 
But  I  am  at  prefent  out  of  all  Pain  upon  this  Subjed,  having 
in  my  Poffeflton  a  compleat  and.  authentic^  State  of  the  French 
JMilitary  Eftahliflunent  in  the.Mqnth  of  May,  1748  j  which  is 
indeed  a  very  corre&  and  fatisfe£}ory  Piece  of  its  kind,  and 
in  all  refpe&s  the  fincft  Detail  of  an  Army  I  ever  faw.  I  will 
give  the  Reader  an  Extrad  of  .the  Totals,  which  will  fcrve 
♦  Efficiently  to  illuftrate  this  Point, 

STATE*/  bis  mojl  Cbriftian  Majtftjs  Land  Forces 
in  May  1748 


Infantry.  Battel, 

sRegular  National  Foot  -  -  -  -  356 

Foreign  Regular  Foot 84 

Irregulars -----13 


„  .         Cavahj.  Squadrons, 

.Regiments  of  Horfc -  301 

/Regiments  of  Dragoons  -  -  -  -  85 

Irregulars  •.-••--•---  45 


Men. 

261455 

59**3 

9569 

Men. 

4753* 
13824 

.    3*2° 


Annual  Pen. 

54854808-  5-0 

160997 1 7- 1 6-o 

2596073-  2-0 

Annual  Pay. 

32130455-10-4 

8064154-  30 

2330728-  1O-6 


Battel  453 

*c  *— r-.'  395  38*  "6075937-13-4 

•  •  -   ..     .  Squad.  411 

My  firft  Obfervation  upon  this  is,  that  fo  far  from  fob- 
v^rting  my  former  Calculation,  this  State  of  the  Freud  Annj 
very  dear] \v  eftablUhes  it.  In  Times  of  Peace  we  have  fliewn, 
that  the  funding  Forces  of  Ffanct  are  about  one  hundred 
.  and  fifty  thoufand  Men ;  and  in  Time  of  War,  it  may  be 
very  fairly  computed,  that  about  this  Number  is  requifite  for 
the  Garrifons,  the  Security  of  the  Coafts,  and  the  Prdervatto 
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rf  the  interior  Part  of  the  Kingdom :  Whjfch  Will  be  ftfll  fnorc 
evident,  if  we  confider  that  one  hundred  and  twelve  Batta- 
lions of  Militia,  making  upwards  of  eighty  thoufand  Men, 
ue  included  in  the  foregoing  State  of  the  Army.  I  was  not 
confequently  in  the  wrong,  in  fuppoftng  that  France  could  not 
bring  many  above  two  hundred  thoufand  Men  into  the  Field, 
even  when  (he  exerted  herfelf  to  the  utmoft.  We  have  likewife 
een,  that  great  as  this  Force  is,  (he  might  have  been  attacked 
rj  the  Allies,  if  their  Engagements  to  each  other  had  been 
jMiidually  performed,  with  equal,  if  not  fuperior  Armies. 

My  next  Obfervation  is  as.  to  the  Expence,  which  the 
Reader  fees,  for  the'' bare  Subfiftence  of  the  Troops,  amounts 
to  the  whole  ordinary  Revenue  of  France^  or  fomewhat  more/ 
than  five  Millions  Sterling,  As  to  the  Extraordinaries  of  War, 
the  Subfidies  to  foreign  Powers,  the  Expences  of  the  Navy, 
the  Charge  of  Colonies,  and  many  other  Particulars,  they  are 
totally  excluded*;  and  I  prefume  nobody  will  think  that  the 
Computation  is  extravagant,  if  we  confider  thefe  as  amounting 
to  the  like  Sum.  To  all  this  we  muft  add  the  Charge  of  the 
Civil  Government,  which  in  a  Time  of  War  cannot  be  at  all 
WTcned ;  and  when  we  have  done  this,  and  brought  into  the 
Account  the  diftreffed  Condition  of  their  Trade,  which  mani- 
fefts  itfelf  more  and  more  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
then  Traders  attempting  to  draw  their  Money  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  paid  them  Intereft  for  it  during  the 
War,  when  they  could  not  employ  it  in  Commerce,  has  occa- 
aoned  innumerable  Bankruptcies. 

Ifav,  when  all  this  is  taken  into  our  View,  and  ferioufly  re- 
kfled  upon,  we  muft,  unlefs  we  will  abfolutely  fhut  our  Eyes, 
Kiteive,  that  tho'  the  abfolutc  Power  of  the  French  Government 
•nables  thofe  who  adminifter  it,*to  avail  themfelves  of  the  laft 
Man  and  the  laft  Shilling  that  Kingdom  can  ralfe,  for  the  Sup- 
wtof  their  ambitious  Projefts,  yet  when  this  is  done,  no  Po- 
icy,  however  refined,  can  repair  that  Wafte  of  Wealth,  or  re- 
hire their  extenuated  Strength,  in  a  ihort  Space  of  Time. 

Power  may  fuperfede  the  Laws  of  Reafon,  Humanity,  and 
Mice ;  but  human  Power  cannot  conftrain  the  Laws  of  Nature. 
When  a  People  are  exhaufted,  they  muft  have  Time  to  recruit ; 
tnd  tho*  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed,  that  in  an  abfolute  Go* 
fernment,  this  will  be  fo  far  from  being  prevented,  that  all  ima- 
ginable Pains  will  be  taken  to  further  and  facilitate  their  Reco- 
*7i  yet  a  very  little  Penetration  will  fliew  us,  that  even  this 
annot  be  immediately  done  5  for  thofe  who  adminifter  fuch  a 
tJOYernment,  being  always  jealous  of  their  Neighbours,  cannot 
twn  their  Thoughts  inftantly,  or  at  leaft  not  intirely,  even  to 
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tfcttite^ar}Fttnl*fertho'  fbch  a  R«*v^  fe  tqui&e,  yet 
Self-Prefervatton  remains  ftiU  the  irft  Law*  a*d  cobfequently 
Pfovifioa  tmift  be  made  for  that. 

When  an  abfekite  Government  is  not  preparing  to  attack  her 
Neighbours*  (he  ijtuft  be  occupied  sp  providing  againft  any  Dan- 
ger that  may  refill*  from  her  being  fu^denly  attacked*  and 
therefore  whatever  the  Bulk  of  the  People*  whatever  thofe  who 
have  the  Intereft  of  the  People  only  at  Heart,  may  with  or  plead 
for*  the  Miojftets  under  fucb  a  Government  will  attend  to  that, 
and  will  not  fuflfer  their  Care?  ft*  be  called  off  to  any  other  Ob- 
jeA,  before  wjiat  reoarda  this*  upon  which  their  Power  depends, 
it  thoroughly  fettle<£ 

We  fee  that  ia  Fa#  this  was  the  Cafe  in  France  immediately 
upon  the  Conclusion  of  the  War :  The  People  took  it  then  for 
granted,  that  the  extraordinary  Taxes  (hpuld  ceafe  at  once ;  they 
promifed  this  to  themfelves,  and  tbeybad  been  promifed  it  by  the 
Crown ;  yet  their  WUhes  and  Expeditions  were  not  anfwered. 
..The  Parliament  interpofed  in  their-  Behalf;  and  it  is  amazing, 
'  that  so  Account  was  ever  published  here  o(  the  Subftance  of  theii 
Jternonftrances,  which  were  in  Efifcft  to  this  Purpofe :  That 
extraordinary  Taxes  coukl  only  be  paid  chwfully  upon  extraor- 
dinary Ooca&qns,  and  from  the  Hopes  of  being  fpeedily  delivered 
from  them ;  and  therefore  to  deprive  Men  of  thefc  Hopes,  was 
to  render  them  Bankrupts  in  their  Fortunes,  and  defperate  in 
their  Diipofitions:  That  to  pay  Debts  was  a  good  Thing  in 
kfelf,  and  certainly  tended  to  the  Relief  of  the  People  \  but  this 
Relief  being  diftant,  and  the  People  ftanding  in  need  of  imme- 
diate Eafe,  the  latter  was  a  more  fuitaWe  Relief  than  the  former : 
That  Indigence  was  a  Defence  even  againft  abfolute  Power, 
and  therefore  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  if  the  extraordinary  Taxes 
were  paid,  the  ordinary  Revemft  of  the  Crown  would  be  greatly 
diminjfhed,  and  confequently  new  Debts  be  incurred  fafler  thai! 
the  old  ones  difcharged. 

But  did  thefe  Remonftrance*  prevail  t  No  y  only  infleadcf 
the  Tenth,,  the  Twentieth  Penny  was  impofed :  For  tho'  at  if 
highly  probable  the  Miniftry  were  fcnfible  of  the  Force  of  this 
Reasoning,  and  of  the  Diftrefe  of  the  Nation,  yet  being  at  tbej 
fame  time  more  fenfible  of  the  Wants  of  the  Government,  a* 
concerning  them  more,  they  thought  fit  to  poftpone  the  Rclil 
of  the  People  to  what  they  will  certainly  call  the  Intercft  of  tht 
State.  i 

Thus  I  prefume  it  is  made  tolerably  plain,  that  with  J 
her  Power  and  Policy,  Frame  cannot  io  a  few  Ye*»  rec<H 
theLoflesihe  has  luftained  in  the  laft  Wari  nor  will  itbf 
within  the  Cornpaji  of  her  Abilities,  intirely  to  give  thofe  &H 
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fcragements  and  Affiftances  to  her  Allies,  that  very  poffihly  they 
icrc  made  to  expe£k  after  the  Gonclufipn  qf  the  Peace  j  and  if  this 
bould  happen,  there  »  the  highefl  Probability,  that  thofe  Allies 
rill  vary  their  Syftem  as  their  Interefts  Ihall  direft ;  and  what  the 
^onfcquencea.o/  this  may  bo,  1  Jhallnot  venture  to  foretell, 

I  lhall  only  take  the  Liberty  pf  adding  upon  fo  nice  a  SubjeS, 
bat  the  Part  Franc*  has  hitherto  a&ed,  both  in  the  North  and  in 
muomt,  renders  it  fufficiently  evident  that  a  gourd  War  upon 
fanr,  any  way  like  thofe  of  the  lajlj  if  by  no  means  her  Aim ; 
rhich  (ecveato  juftify  what  (bmc  of  her  moft  able  State/men  have 
pon  certain  Oceafions  declared ;  That  the  laft  War  was  fo  far 
rom  being  of  her  Contrivance,  that  (he  was  carried  into  it  by 
iofiraint,  and  never  comprehended  the  full  Extent  of  her  En- 
mmttitt,  tiit  (be  was  called  upon  to  comply  with  them,  and 
w  under  Cirqumftances  that  would  not  well  admit  of  Refuial. 
Afc  my  therefore  pntfuwt  flte  will  fcarce  bring  herfelf  into. 
hjhm  State  again. 

We  might  very  eafiJy  carry  our  Reflections  farther,  and  enter 
M»a  Multitude  Qf  entertaining  aa  well  as  inftru&ivc  Difquifi- 
bbs,  on  a  Variety  of  curious  and  important  Subje&s  ;  fuch  aa 
be ///Treatment  of  a  Porfon  who  h*d  certainly  defcrved  wtl* 
rom  From* ;  the  tacfedibk  Pains  ufed,  and  the  immenfe  Ex- 
wee  incurred  to  put  her  Marina  not  only  on  a  fair,  but  on  a 
voidable  F<**ng  1  the  bold  Step*  taken  at  home  in  humbling 
oh  the  Clergy  and  the  Parlianunt  \  the  vigorous  Meafures  pur* 
Jul  ia  tht£q£,  and  her  artificial  Management  in  the  Weft- 
»&*;  together  with  another  Event  mote  important  than  all  or 
J*fc  to*  we  forbear  bom  this  fagUConpderatwt*  that  fincethe 
fimeofthe  celebrated  Mr.  Baybs  thof  the  Amaf  Cjpbtriflg  %nd 
sphering  have  been  greatly  improved,  yet  we  have  entirely  loft 
ta  more  ingenious  and  ufchil  drt  —  of  penning  a  fVbifptr. 

To  conclude,  it  feems  highly  probable,  and  it  is  to  tie  wHhed 
h*E*perunu  m*y  not  confirm  it ;  that  if  France  has  again  re- 
wfe  toArmsy  (he  will  endeavour  to  do  her  Bufineft  >^>  fi> 
J  to  avoid  being  dram  into  a  burthenfome  and  unfathomable 
jotpeaee,  in-  fupportiag  Allies,  as  well  as  of  carrying  on  Wars  in 
^ferent  Places.  She  will  labour  to  divide  before  (he  attempts 
fckwg  a  Blow*  and  wiH  pra&ife  evciv  Art  to  hinder  *  particular 
^becoming a ifyiffWQparoel,  and  k  is  highly  pofible,  will 
m  up  with  (bit  View,  that  Point,  which  it  amy  be  apprehended 
*  h**  mo/I  zt  Heart}  inconfequenceof  kw  EfWWent  either 
>***U£*  he*  Allies.  I  think  a  farther  Explanation  nnedlds* 
ttaii^^&fcnia  Opinio*,  Timb  before  this  Book  comes  to 
nother  lapreffina  will  decide  the  Ehforcnce,  awiitwill  afiord 
1)0  gnJtt  Satisfa&on  to  find  the  Miftake  on  my  Side. 
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CHAP.    XL 

. 

Tie  Hiftory  of  Spain  under  the  Hottfe  of  Auftria ; 
the  pajfing  of  that  Crown  into  the  Family  of 
Bourbon  j  the  Conferences  of  this  Alteration, 
and  the  prefent  Maxims  of  Government \  true\ 
Inter  eft s%  and political Connexions  of that Kin%-\ 
dom. 

WE  are  now  to  prefent  the  Reader  with  a  fuccinft  Hiftory 
of  Spain \  in  order  to  give  a  clear  Account  of  her  politi- 
cal Interefts  and  Connections.  Every  body  knows  how  much  it 
imports  us  to  be  acquainted  with  them,  and  many  are  by  this 
Time  fenfible  of  the  Misfortunes  we  have  more  than  once 
brought  upon  ouifelves,  by  not  being  fufficiently  informed 
about  them.  The  Crown -of  Spain  is  now  one  of  the  moft  con* 
fiderable  Powers  of  Eurepe,  but  it  has  not  always  been  fo.  That 
great  Country  was  formerly  divided  into  feveral  Kingdoms; 
and  it  was  not  till  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  fifteenth  Cen- 
tury, that  moft  of  them  came  to  be  united  under  Ferdinand 'and 
Ifabella. 

-  That  King  was  reputed  the  wifeft  Prince  of  his  Time,  and 
his  Queen,  without  being  fo  reputed,  was  really  the  wifeft 
crown'd  Head  in  that  Age.  Ferdinand  ftudied  to  extend  his 
Power,  Ifabella  laboured  to  make  her  Subjects  great  and  happy. 
It  was  to  him  that  his  Sucoeflbrs  in  a  great  meafiire,  owe  their 
being  abfolute  at  home,  but  it  is  to  her  they  are  indebted  for 
the  Figure  they  have  fince  made  abroad.  In  a  word,  it  wasj 
his  Policy  that  made  the  Kings  of  Spain  great,  it  was  her  Vir- 
tues that  made  the  Crown  fo. 

»  There  were  three  Things  that  fell  out  under  their  Reigns, 
which  intirely  altered  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Spatny  and  there- 
by changed  the  Syftem  of  Europe.  The  firft  was  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Crowns  of  Cq/Hle  and  Le*ny  with  die  Domi- 
nions that  belonged  to  each  of  them ;  and  this  was  brought 
about  by  their  Marriage.  The  fecond  was  the  total  Eielufion  of 
the  Moors,  which  was  effected  by  the  Conqueft  of  Granada,  the 
laft  of  thofe  Principalities  which  they  had  ere&ed  in  that  Coun- 
try; and  which  the  Union  of  their  Dominions  put Wt  in  the 
Power  of  thefe  Princes  to  aocomplifb.  The  third  was  the  Dis- 
covery 
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covery  of  the  New  World;  and  the  Annexing  of  it  when  dif* 
covered,  *to  their  Dominions  j  by  which  Spain  may  be  £ud  to 
commence  her  Maritime  Power.   . 

Thus  in  the  Compafi  of  about  thirty  Yean,  Spain  became 
beyond  all  Comparifon  the  greateft.  Power  in  Eitrepe*  which 
before '  wad  very  inconfiderable.  For  this  Ferdinand  and  hit 
Qneen  I/ahella  began  their  Reign  in  1472  j  tbe^Queen  died  in 
1504,  aw  die  King  in  1516,  after  uniting  the  Kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Navarre*  under  various  Pretences,  to  the  reft  of  his 
already  extenfive  Dominions/ 

This  is  a  fhort  Account  af  the  Growth  of  the  Spanijh  Power 
to  the  opening  of  the  ftxteenth  Century,  from  which  Time  it  it 
abfohttdy  aeceflary  that  we  fhotrid  have  more  diftiii£t  Notions 
of  its  gradual  ftogrefs,  gfteateft  Height,  and  fubfequcnt  Dc-> 
denfion,  as  well  as  of  the  great  Change  that  has  happened 
from  its  paffing  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  into  that  of 
B*mrbo*y  which  occasioned  the  laft  general  War,  and  has 
been  the  Obje&  of  the  principal  Negotiations  in  Europe  evee 
fince.   ■-•.•.! 

That  we  may  do  this  eftcdually,  and  at  the  feme  time  keep 
as  tench  within  Bounds  as-  poffiMe,  we  (halt  firft  of  all  give  a 
brief  Defcription  of  the  Power  acquired  by  Charles  V.  who 
was  at  once  Emperor  of  Germany  y  King  of  Spain  and  Na- 
ples, Matter  of  a  great  Part  of  hafyt  and  Load  of  the  whole 
LevhCeuntrieS)  as  well  thofe  that  now  form  the  Republic^  of 
the  United  Provinces*  as  thofe  which  are  ftiled  the  Spanifo 
Netherlands,  and  belong  tnoftjy  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  of 
Hungary. 

We  fcall  next  give  a  Ihort  View  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  II. 
who,  if  ambitious  Princes  are  to  be  ftiled  fo,  was  the  wifeft 
King, 'at  leaft  the  greateft  Politician,  that  Europe  ever  iaw» 
And  in  that  Quality  bid  the  faireft  for  univerial  Monarchy ;  in 
his  Pretenfions  to  which,  he  was  rather  defeated  by  Providence 
than  eithet  by  the  Power  or  Prudence  of  thofe  that  oppofe4 
him,  and  yet  he  had  to  deal  with  fome  of  the  greateft  Prince* 
that  "ever  ruled  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 

We  {hall  in  the  third  place  (hew,  how  that  mighty  Power 
which  he  eftabliflied  dwindled  flway  and  funk  to  nothing  under* 
his  Succeflbrs  $  fo  that  at  laft  they  were  protected  in  the  Poflefr 
Son  of  their  Dominions,  by  thofe  very  Powers  that  had  been 
railed  upon  their  Ruin.  A  ftrange  Revolution  this !  but  of  all 
that  has  happened  in  Europe  the  moft  worthy  of  Attention  ;  ber 
caufe  it  ihews  uS  how  the  moft  potent  Governments  are  infee- 
bledand  brought  to  Decay  by  ali-grafping  Princes ;  and  how 
Providence  counteradb  human  Policy,  fo  as  to  draw  Events 
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dire&ly.  contrary  to  their  Intentions,  from  the  Plans  laid  down 
and  executed  by  the  ableft  Statefmen,  to  gratify  theDefires  of 
the  moft  ambitious  Princes. 

Laftly,  We  (hall  give  an  impartial  Account  of  the  Manner 
in  which  this  Kingdom  changed  its  Matters,  and  how  all  Eu- 
rope came  to  acauiefce  at  laft  in  its  remaining  in  the  PoffelHon 
of  the  late  King  Philip  V.  tho'  a  younger  Branch  of  the  Houfe 
of  >Bourbon. 

We  have  in  a  foregoing  Article  relating  to  the  Houfe  of 
Aujhia,  given  an  Account  of  the  Defcent  of  Charles  V.  who 
was  the  Grandfon  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella  by  their  only 
Daughter,  and  who  fucceeded  firft.fto  the  Low-Countries,  of 
which  he  was  alfo  a  Native ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  retained  for  them  a  ftrong  AffetSUon  as  long  as  he 
lived.  It  was  this  AfFe&ion,  however,  that  rendered  him  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  Spaniards,  who  on  the  other  hand  were  never 
very  agreeable  to  him ;  and  though  by  the  Afliftance  of  two 
very  able  Minifters,  he  governed  that  Nation  very  quietly 
during  the  beft  Part  of  his  Reign,  yet  there  never  was  any 
cordial  AfFe&ion  between  him  and  his  SulgeSs  in  that  King- 
dom; 

It  is  true,  that  for  the  fake  of  the  prodigious  Revenues  which 
he  drew  from  the  Spanijb  Dominions  in  Europe  and  America,  he 
behaved  toward  them  always  with  great  Civility  and  Conde- 
fcenfion,  and  countenanced  that  Prepofieffion  in  their  Favour, 
which  was  {hewn  by  his  Son  Philip  even  in  his  Infancy.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Fortune  of  the  Emperor,  who  gained  the 
higheft  military  Reputation  by  a  long  Series  of  Victories,  in- 
creased the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Italy,  humbled  the  French 
Power,  brought  King  Francis  I.  Prifoner  to  Madrid,  and  car- 
ried the  Terror  of  his  Arms  into  Africa,  made  him  in  fome 
meafure  popular  amongft  the  Spaniards,  naturally  the  moil 
loyal  People  in  Europe,  and  extremely  charm'd  with  heroic 
Courage  in  their  Princes. 

But  on  the  one  hand  the  Emperor  did  not  forefee  in  the  for* 
mer  Part  of  his  Reign,  the  Impoflibility  of  fecuring  all  his  Do- 
minions to  his  Son,  which  if  he  had  done,  he  would  certainly 
have  a&ed  otherwife  than  he  did,  and  have  been  more  tender  of 
the  Intereft  of  Spain,  and  more  prudent  in  the  Difpofition  of 
that  immenfe  Wealth  which  accrued  to  him  from  the  Poffeffion 
of  it.  He  faw  this  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Days,  and  then  he 
changed  his  Scheme  of  proceeding ;  he  endeavoured  to  augment 
his  Maritime  Force,  and  by  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  PbiSf 
with  Mary  Queen  of  England,  fought  to  eftabliih  a  new  Con- 
nexion between  the  different  Parts  of  his  Dominions,  and  at 
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in*  fame  time  to  furround  France^  and  keep  Her.  in  continjnl 
.Dependence. 

The  Spaniards  were  as  much  deceived  on  the  other  hand  in  . 
their  Notions  5  for  the  great  Conquefts  and  mighty  Grandeur  m 
of  the  Emperor,  as  they  were  gained  at  their  Expence,  fo  they  . 
were  kept  by  the  fame  Means ;  and  this  exhaufted  Spain'  both  " 
of  Men  and  Money,  drew  from  her  all  the  Wealth  ihe  derived 
from  her  Indies  even  fafter  than  it  came  in*  and  by  putting  it  , 
into  the  Power  of  the  Court  to  cdnfer  honourable  and  profitable 
Employments  upon  her  Grandees,  extinguished  thofe  Principles  ' 
of  Honour  and  Patriotism  for  which  they  had  been  formerly^ 
famous,  and  made  them  the  Flatterers  of  Princes,  and  Dcpen- .. 
dents  on  their  Minifters,  which  their  free-born  Anceftors  would 
have  defpifed. 

It  muft  be  allow'd,  that  considering  the  End  he  aim'd  at, . 
this  Monarch  laid  down  a  right  Plan,  and  commonly  fpeaking*' 
purfued  it  fteadily  j  he  was  alio  generally  fuccefsful,  and  after 
the  Battle  of  Paviat  flood  very  fair  for  carrying  his  grealt  De—, 
fign  into  Execution :  But  in  the  Decline  of  Life  he  was  left  * 
fortunate,  or  rather  he  Was  better  known  \  all  the  Powers  in 
Europe  were  upon  their  Guard,  and  that  fraudulent  Policy,  by 
which  he  had  been  fo  great  a  Gainer,  grew  not  only  ufelefs* . 
but  was  alfo  turned  upon  himfelf. 

Hence  it  was,  that  almoft  every  where  his  Affairs  began  to' 
decline*  The  Princes  of  Germany  would  no  longer  trull  him  J 
the  Pope  and  the  Italian  Princes  were  continually  plotting  againft, 
him;  France  began  to  recover  its  Power,  and  even  in  the  Low* 
Countries,  which  had  been  alwavs  the  moft  favoured  Part  of  his 
Dominions,  he  met  with  fuch  Mortifications,  as  forced  him  to 
think  of  a  Refignation,  which  he  executed  with  Repugnance, 
and  repented  as  Toon  as  he  had  made  it. 

.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  laid  afide  his  Scheme  of 
universal  Monarchy  ;  he  was  indeed  fatisfied,  that  it  could  ne- 
ver be  brought  to  bear  in  his  own  Time,  but  he  flatterM  hinv- 
felf  to  the  laft  that  it  could  not  efcape  his  Son.  He  knew  the 
Difpofition  of  Philip  exactly,  and  tho'  he  was  not  fo  great  a 
Hero,  he  was  rather  a  more  refined  Politician  than  he ;  and 
therefore  he  took  all  imaginable  Pains  to  infufe  into  his  Mind' 
the  fame  Views,  the  fame  Paffions,  and  the  fame  Principles  of 
Policy,,  that  had  governed  himfelf.  , 

It  was  to  facilitate  this,  that  at  the  Time  of  his  Refignation 
he  put  into  his  Hands  a  Syftem  of  the  Art  of  War,  and  another 
of  Government,  of  his  own  compofing  j  both  excellent  in 
their  kind,  but  fatal  to  his  Pupil,  and  to  the  Spanijh  Nation. 
Philip  received  thefe  Prefents  more  refpe&fully  than  he  had  done 
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Hi' father's  Dominion*,  and  Kudied  then*  Wfth  fofrDHtgence* 
that  he  was  foon  in  a  Condition  to  have  given  the  lite  Leffbns 
himftlf.  The  Spaniards  even  at  this  Time,  rtCon  t&e  Memo- 
ry of  thi*  Fad,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  proverbial  Exptfeffion, 
yfcrf  in  all  great  Emergencies,  their  htin'ijtert  are  went  to  cenfaU 
the  Spirit  *f  Charles  V.  which  is  but  tot)  true,  for  they  profe- 
cuted  his  Maxims  till  they  Wore  out  the  Force  and  Riches  of 
this  opulent  and  potent  Nation ;  and  came  to  be  in  that  depfo- 
tiblt  State  in  which  we  fhall  hereafter  find  them. 

.  Iff  1558,  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  died  in  his  Retirement, 
diflatfched  with  the  World,  his  Son,  and  himfelf ;  but  at  the 
fime  time  with  a  full  Prolpecl  of  Philip'*  becoming  Maftcr  of 
the  greateft  Part  of  Europe,  either  by  Force  of  Arms*  or  by 
dint  of  his  Intrigues.  He  left  him,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
a  ffloft  formidable  Prince ;  for  he  had  juft  triumphed  over  tbe 
French^  by  a  decifive  Vi&oty,  had  recovered  all  his  Dominions 
in  Italy,  was  in  full  Poffeffion  of  the  Low-Countries,  and  had 
jo  much  Power  in  England,  as  enabled  hia>  to  einploy  the  whole 
Strength  of  this  Nation  for  his  Service,  dite&ly  againft  hs  owa 
Interefts.    _ 

„  To  fay  'htith,  if  k  had  not  beeh  tot  the  tinely  Death  of  bis 
Confort  Queen  Mary,  there  is  hardly  any  Doubt  to  be  made, 
that  he  would  have  carried  his  Point ;  and  have  annexed  this 
Crown,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  to  the  reft  of  his  Territories, 
which  afc  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  the  general  Good  of  Europe, 
would  have  been  no  lefs  deftru&ive  to  our  Anceftors  in  particu- 
lar, as  we  (hall  perhaps  have  an  Occafion  to  lhew  more  largely 
in  another  Part  of  this  Work. 

Philip  II.  began  his  Reign  wtfh  much  Reputation,  and  in 
the  War  which  he  entered  into  with  Frame,  had  at  firtt  great 
Succeffefs,  which  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  Fidelity  and  Virtues 
of  his  Subjects  in  the  Low-Countries.  It  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, that  he  fuffered  his  Affairs  to  continue  in  this  Situation ; 
he  was  bent  upon  returning  to,  and  living  in  Spain,  he  pre- 
ferred none  but  the  Natives  of  that  Country,  and  fhewed  him- 
ftlf  fonder  of  their  Cuftoms,  and  Manner  of  Living  than  was 
lit  for  a  Prince,  who  had  fuch  extenftve  Dominions,  and 
People  of  fuch  different  Tempers,  and  Difpo&tions,  under  his 
Obedience. 

He  attempted  likewife  upon  their  Liberties,  and  was  de- 
firous  cf  leaving  Spanijh  Troops  in  their  principal  Cities, 
under  the  Command  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^  add  Couflt 
Egmont\  but  the  People  abfolutely  refuted  to  fubmit,  and 
loon  after  the  Troubled  in  thefe  Parts  began.  The  Spaniards 
miftook  their  Interett  in  this  Refpeft  kuircly  j  they  were,  pleaftd 
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%t  what  had  b^pened^  they  ^ejoic^d  at  their  having -a  King 
intirely  Spani/b;  and  looked  upon  the  Revolt  of  the  FUnings* 
as- a  Thirfg  that  jnuft.prove  very  advantageous  to  them,  as  k 
would  afford  tbcKiog,  not  only  an  Opportunity  of  curtailing 
thejr  Privileges,  tut  of  confijeating  their  Eftates,  and  beflow- 
tng  them  upon  his  Favourites,  or  in  other  Words,  upon  them-  . 
ielvcs. 

But  they  were  convinced  by  Experience  of  the  Folly  ef  thefe 
Notions;  for  the_People,of  she  Low-Countries  were  not  to  be 
frighted  out  of  their  Privileges,  and  therefore  to  deprive  them 
by  Force,  Troops  were  continually  to  be  fent  from  Spain* 
and  to  be  maintained  when  fent  into  the  Lew-Countries*  which 
inftead  of  becoming,  as  Pktfip  intended,  a  Place  of  Arms, 
from  whence  be  might  at  Pleafure  invade  either  Frame  or 
England*  they  became  in  reality  the  Theatre  of  a  War,  where 
at  a  very  finall  Expence  thctEngliJb  and  French  broke  the  Force 
of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  while  thus  employed  againft  ks  own 
Subie£b.  This  was  the  firft  and  great  Minake  of  his  Reign, 
a  Miftake  which  how  much  foever  he  wight  repent,  he  could 
never  repair;  a  Miftake  that  was  equally  fetal  to  his  ow|» 
Power,  and  tifeful  in  creating  a  Diverfion  to  his  Neighbours, 
who  but  for  this  Miftake  would  have  run  a  very  great  Hazard 
of  becoming  likewife  his  Subje&s. 

Another  great  Miftake  committed  by  PbiHp  IL  was  bis^con- 
fidoring  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Affairs,  his  own  ambitious 
Projects,  only,  without  the  leaft  Attention  to  the  Welfare  of  his 
Subjeds.  He  law  his  Dominions  daily  thinned  by  the  Lofles 
his  Army  fuftaincd  j  he  law  the  Trade  of  his  People  decline, 
chiefly  worn  the  heavy  Load  .of  Taxes  which  he  impofed ;  Jic 
faw  Ukewife  the  naval  Power  of  his  Kingdom  continually  fink, 
from  bis  employing  alaaoft  all  the  Shipping  and  Seamen  in  bis 
Dominions,  in  a  Variety  of  Expeditions,  many  of  which  were 
unfuccefsful,  in  refpeft  to  the  Views  that  he  propofed,  and  all 
of  them  were  exceedingly  ruinous  to  the  Spanijb  Nation. 

He  had  no  Confideration  of  this,  but  aaod  as  if  his  People 
had  been  Brute.  Beafts,  in  which  he  had  a  Property,  without 
being  under,  any  Obligation  to  take  care  of  them.  He  wa$,(b 
consummate  a  Politician,  that  he  did  nothing  without  a  View, 
and  thought  of  no  other  Views  than  his  own ;  by  which  he  ftript 
his  People  of  their  Wealth,  without  providing  for  their  Supply  j 
which  made  an  Italian  Wit  compare  him  to  a  tad  Horfeman, 
who  rode  his  Bead  hard,  and  feldom  gave  him  a  Meal's  Meat. 
It  was  to  this  Principle,  that  he  owed  that  Firmnefs,  or  rather 
Infenfibility,  for  which  he  was  fo  famous. 

X  3 ■      ■  He 
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'  He  (hewed  no  Emotion  on  ill  News,  becaufe  he  was  carelefs 
of  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  his  Subjefls ;  and  hov^  much  fo- 
ever  he  might  feel  his  own  Difappointments,  be  had  no  Feeling 
at  all  for  the  Sufferings  and  Misfortunes  of  tbofe  whom  he  em- 
ployed, but  regarded  the  Lofs  of  them  as  a  Thing  of  couffe, 
_and  fcarce  worthy  of  his  Notice. 

A  third  Error  in  the  Condu&  of  this  great  Prince,  Was  the 
over-rating  his  own  Power,  which  led  him  to  undertake  feveral 
great  Proje&s,  without  giving  himfelf  Time  to  execute  any 
one  of  them' 5  by  which  he  multiplied  the  Number  of  his  Ene- 
mies, and  put  that  in  the  Power  of  many,  which  could  have 
been  executed  fingly  by  none.  As  for  Inftance,  he  attacked 
England  while  he  was  engaged  in  fubduing  the  Low-Countritr, 
and  in  the  Midft  of  the  War  this  drew  upon  him,  he  broke 
with  France. 

Thus  one  Projedt  embarrafled  and  confounded  another,  by 

which  in  the  end  they  all  mifcarried,  except  the  Conqueft  of 

Portugal^  which  he  committed  entirely  to  the  Management 

'  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  who  reduced  the  whole  Kingdom  in 

fifty-eight  Days.     This  (hews  what  he  might  have  done,  if 

he  had  proceeded  always  in  that  Method ;  as  his  fending  the 

*  Duke  of  Parma  to  the  Relief  of  the  League  in  France,  which 

gave  the  Dutch  an  Opportunity  of  recovering  their  Affairs,  is 

an  evident  Demonftration  that  he  failed  in  his  other  Defigns, 

"  by  undertaking  more  than  one  at  once. 

Thefe  Proje&s  are  all  fufficiently  well  known  to  the  World, 
as  well  as  various  Expeditions  he  caufed  to  be  undertaken 
againft  the  Turks,  and  other  Infidels,  and  fome  occafional  Di- 
verfions  made  by  his  Forces  in  Italy.  In  refpeS  to  all  thefe,  the 
Spaniards  ple^fed  themfelves  with  romantick  Speculations,  fuch 
as  that  the  Sun  never  fet  in  their  Matter's  Dominions  5  that 
while  he  meditated  in  his  Clofet  at  the  Efcurlal,  the  Plans  were 
laid  there,  by  which  both  Hemifpheres  were  governed,  and  the 
Forces  of  Spain  awed  at  the  feme  Time  both  Europe  and  the 
Indies. 

Delufive  Dreams  of  boundlefs  Grandeur !  which  made  but 
very  poor  Amends  for  the  dreadful  Diftrefles  that  thefe  am- 
bitious Purfuits  had  brought  upon  their  exhaufted  Country; 
and  which  ferves  to  (hew  us,  that  the  Examples  of  Princes 
are  frequently  as  fatal  to  their  Subjefts  as  their  felfe  Politicks, 
by  infpiring  them  with  the  fame  fond  Paffion  for  exrenfive 
Dominions,  which  fwell  their  own  Breafts,  and  fo  make  that 
the  Object  of  both  their  Wiihes,  which  is  equally  deftru&ive 
;o  both  their  Interefts. 
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It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that  towards  the  latter 
End  of  this  Life  this  gfeat  Politician  altered  his  Views,  aft^  , 
^ut  of  Regard  to  the  Peace  of  his  Pofterity,  began  to  think 
of  fecuring  that  of  his  Subjects.  In  order  to  this  he  gave 
the  Low-Countries  in  Dowry  to  his  Daughter  Ifabella*  Clara- 
Eugenia,  whom  he  married  to  her  Coufin  the  Archduke 
Albert^  in  hopes  that  this  might  have  drawn  back  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  revolted  Provinces  to  their  Duty  \  and  tho*  this 
Contrivance  failed,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  it  was 
very  well  contrived,  and  had  a  very  fair  Appearance. 

He  took  care  to  difpofe  Matters  for  a  Peace  with  England  \ 
and,  if  he  did  not  conclude  it,  it  was  very  probably  in  hopes 
of  making  better  Terms  with  her  Succeffor,  if  Queen  Eliza- 
beth had  died.  But  in  regard  to  France^  which  he  found  re- 
covered Strength  on  the  Condufion  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
Henry  IV.  being  peaceably  feated  on  the  Throne,  he  made 
hafte  to  compromise  his  Differences,  that  he  might  leave  his 
Dominions  quiet  on  that  Side.  As  to  Portugal,  tho'  he  ob- 
tained it  by  Conqueft,  he  fought  to  preferve  it  by  a  very 
mild  and  gentle  Government,  and  laboured  all  that  lay  in 
his  Power  to  make  the  People  conceive  it  their  Intereft  to 
continue  united  with  Spain ;  which  might  probably  have  been 
efFe&ed,  if  he  had  not  put  his  Son  Don  Carlos  to  Death,  who 
was  likewife  the  Son  of  Mary  Infanta  of  Portugal.  But  the 
People  were  fo  averfe  to  the  Spanijh  Dominion,  that  their 
Priefts  put  into  their  Litanies  a  Petition  to  God  to  deliver  them 
from  the  Gajlilian  Yoke. 

Thus  it  appears  plainly,  that  Experience  convinced  Philip  II. 
who  was  very  juftly  efteemed  a  confummate  Politician,  of  his 
former  Errors,  and  in  a  manner  forced  him  to  fee  that  the  true 
Greatnefs  of  a  King  does  not  confift  in  Conquefts  and  extend- 
ing his  Dominions,  but  in  governing  thofe  wifely  which  he 
juftly  pofleiTes ;  and  in  making  his  Subje&s  rich  and  happy, 
rather  than  rendering  his  own  Family  great. 

His  laft  Error  was  committed  when  he  was  venr  near  his 
End,  and  was  of  all  others  the  moft  excufeable.  He  flatter'd 
himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  governing  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  after 
his  Demife,  and  with'  that  View  drew  up  a  Meiriorial  for-the 
Inftru&ion  of  his  Son.  Vain  and  ambitious  Thought !  fays 
the  French  Hiftorian  Mezeray  very  juftiy ;  for  all  Princes  will 
govern  according  to  their  own  Fancy,  and  have  little  or  no  Re- 
gard to  the  Maxims  of  their  Predeceflbrs. 

He  died  on  the  13th  of  September  ^598,  after  a  long  Reign, 
in  which   he  obtained  the  Reputation  of  a  great  and  wife 
'  Prince  j  tho',  as  we  have  ihewn,  he 'left  his  Kingdom  much  . 
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weaker  than  be  found  &  arid  bis  Subjefiba  irnporerhVd  to  fifth  ' 
*  Degree  as  made  their  Recovery  difficult,  as  the  Conduft  of 
bis  Sucxeflbrs  rendered  it  impraaicabie. 

His  Son  Pfitiip  III;  was  a  Prince  endpwed  with  all  the 
Virtue*  requifite  to  have  Tendered  ham  happy  in  private  Life; 
but  without  thofc  Qualities  which  were  neceflary  to  make  a 
great  Monarch,  or  to  reform  the  Errors  of  his  Father's  Go- 
veniment.  He  was  naturally  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  Difpoft- 
tion,  and  be  had  the  geod  Fortune  to  confide  ia  a,  jtlinifter, 
whofe  Talents,  if  they  were  not  great,  wereatleaft  fuchasen* 
abled  him  to  do  much  Good. 

This  was  the  Duke  of  Ltrrna%  during  whofe  Admiruflratioa 
a  ftdid  Peace  was  concluded  with  England*  agreeable  to  the  dy- 
ing Counfel  of  Pbtiip  II.  He  alfo  made  a  Truce  <with  the 
J)utd>>  and  laboured  all  be  could  to  bring  the  Expences  of  the 
Government  within  fome  Bounds.  But  what  is  equally  ftrange 
and  remarkable,  this  happy  Temper  both  in  the  King  and  his 
Minifter  was  attended  with  an  unforefeen  Confequence,  which 
rendered  all  the  Expectations  that  might  juftly  have  been  formed 
from  thencevain  and  abortive* 

It  had  been  the  Policy  of  his  Father  to  leflen  the  Powerand 
to  abate  the  Credit  of  the  Grandees,  whom  he  hated,  and  who, 
no  doubt,  had  as  little  Refped  for  him;  but  Philip  UL  .pur- 
(bed  a  contrary  Conduit,  he  had  an  Affection  for  the  Spmfi 
Nation,  and  a  itneere  Refpeft  for  their  Nobility,  whom  there- 
fore he  brought  into  his  Councils,  and  employed  in  bis  Affairs* 
but  it  fell  out,  that  their  Notions  were  dire&ly  oppofite  to 
thofeof  the  Minifter;  they  thought  his  Love  of  Peace  a  Weak- 
siefs,  and  his  forming  no  Plan  for  extending  the  Dominions  of 
Spain  derogatory  from  the  Glory  of  the  Crown  j  and  by  adopt- 
ing the  Sentiments  of  the  Prince  who  had  humbled  them,  and 
eroding  the  Syftem  of  that  Government  under  which  thev  had 
recovered  Credit,  they  made  way  for  new  Mifchiefs,  and  forced 
the  King  upon  Mcafures  difagreeable  to  himfelf,  and  dcftruclivc 
to  his  Subjects. 

One  of  thefe  was  the  moft  diftipguifti'd  Tranfaction  of  his 
Reign,  and  at  the  fame?  Time  the  moft  fatal ;  and  that  from 
which  Spain  derives  part  of  that  Miferv  under  which  ihe  la- 
bours at  prefent.  This  was.  the  intire  driving  out  the  Merifcos> 
or  the  Dependents  of  the  Moors,  that  inhabited  the  Kingdom 
of  Granada  and  the  Countries  adjacent,  to  the  Number  of 
nine  hundred  tboufand  Perfora,  of  all  Ranks,  Sexes,  and 
Ages,  The  Pretence  was,  that  they  were  difaffecled  and  bre- 
concileable  to  a  ChrifHan  Government,  as  being  Ml  Mobem- 
mMm  in  their  Hearts. 
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In  this,  no  doubt  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Truth ;  but 
whjn  the  fame  Expedient  was  propofed  more  than  once  to 
Phllib  II.  his  Answer  always  *as,  Ten  muft  find  me  fimt  ether 
Mtwodj  fir  this  is  imprafHcabli.  Yet  under  this  Reign  it  wis  > 
not  only  refolv'd  upon  but  put  in  Execution ;  by  which  a  vaft 
Tn&  of  Country^  and  that  too  the  tnofk.  populous  in  Stem,  * 
was  left  without  Inhabitants,  and  from  Being  beyond  Cosh 
parifon-thc  moft,  fruitful  (becaufe  the  beft  cultivated)  Part  of 
that  great  Kingdom,  became  and  has  continued  ever  fince  al- 
mofi  a  Defart.  For  whatever  thefe  People  were  with  rdped  to 
Religion,  in  point  of  Morals  and  Induftry  they  were  far  from 
being  the  worft  of  his  Catbolick  Majefty's  Subjects;  and  this 
driving  them  over  to  Barbarj,  where  they  became  his  moil  im- 

flacable  Enemies,  was  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  Miftakes  in 
'oljtfeks  that  Hiftory  has  recorded. 

By  Degrees  the  Nobility  got  the  better  of  the  Duke  of  Lerma% 
in  the  King's  Opinion ;  but  that  prudent  Minifter  forcfeing 
his  Fall,  took  care  to  fecure  his  Head,  which  he  knew  was 
aimed  at  by  his  Enemies,  bv  covering  it  with  a  Cardinal's  Cap. 
After  his  Difgrace  fome  Troubles  broke  out  in  Itafy>  which 
proved  very  detrimental  to  the  Sfanijb  Intereft ;  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  new  Mihiftry  would  have  engaged  the  luhg 
in  a  new  War,  notwithstanding  his  pacifick  Difpofition,  if  he 
had  not  been  removed  by  Death,  which  happened  on  the  h& 
Day  of  March  1621. 

rhiUplV.  Succeeded  his  Father  in  the  Flower,  of  his  Age, 
and  the  firft  Action  of  his  Reign  feetned  to  fpeak  a  much 
higher  Genius  for  Government.  He  had  intcrpofed,  while 
Prince  of  jf/lurias,  in  favour  of  a  Gentleman  condemned  for 
Muider,  and  had  obtained  his  Father's  Promife  for  a  Pardon, 
with  which  the  Relations  of  the  Criminal  were  fatisned,  and 
did  not  make  hafte  to  take  it  out  in  form.  After  the  King's 
Death,  the  Profeciition  was  renewed,  and  the  new  King  di- 
rected Execution.  Thofe  who  had  foUicited  for  the  young  Man 
were  amazed,  and  reprefented  to  his  Maietty  the  Inconstancy, 
as  they  conceived,  of  his  Behaviour.  His  Anfwef  was'  very 
remarkable,  While  a  private  Man,  {aid  he,*  there  was  Riom 
'*  mj  Breqft'for  Compafjim  ;  but  now  lama  King*  it  is  intirefy 
tdmvpwHhjuflice.  All  Antiquity  does  not  furniih  us  with 
a  Saying  more  fenfible  or  worthy  of  a  Monarch  ;  but  alas  ! 
cattra  ad  hancformam  non  erant. 

He  drove  his  Father's  Favourites  from  Court,  and  among . 
them  the  Duke  d*Uzeda7   the  unnatural  Son  of  Che  Duke  of 
£ fnwfl,   and  one  of  the  warmeft  Persecutors  of  his  Father, 
This  was  certainly  right,  but  foon  after  he  fpoiled  the  Cardinal 
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*  Duke  of  all  bis  Fortune,  which  had  been  left  him  even  b 
the  Avarice  and  Severity  of  the  former  Minifters;  and  thi 
was  furely  wrong.  If  it  had  proceeded  from  a  Diflike  of  Fa 
vouritcs,    and  a  fettled    Refolution    of  ad  mini  ft  ring  the  Go 

.  vernment  himfelf,  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure  excufeable 
but  it  very  (boa  appeared  that  this  was  very  far  from  being  ± 
Cafe. 

He  raifed  Olivarez  to  the  Rank  of  Prime  Minifter,  who  i 
to  well  known  in  Hiftorv  by  the  peculiar  Title  of  the  Cwk 
Dukty  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to  him  intirely.  It  cannot  bow 
ever.be  denied  that  he  was  a  Perfon  of  great  Genius/  which  ap- 
peared by  the  vaft  Defigns  he  formed  almoft  as  foon  as  he  am 
into  the  Miniftry,  or  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he  was  placed  at  dv 
Head  of  it  3  but  he  had  no  Time  to  execute  them,  for  as  it  fell 
out  his  Parts  were  better  employed. 

.  -  We  have  ihewn  in  fpeaking  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire, 
what  were  the  Views  of  the  other  Branch  of  the  Houfe  & 
Aufiria  at  this  Time,  and  in  our  Account  of  the  laft  Reigc, 
we  have  taken  notice,  that  a  very  ambitious  Miniftry  fucceedd 
the  gentle  and  quiet  Adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Lerm,  to 
which  we  muft  now  add,  that  among  the  firft  Steps  taken  by 
the  new  Minifter,  the  fupporting  the  Emperor  was  ©nc;  thej 
breaking  the  Truce  with  the  Dutch  another  ;  and  the  moi! 
fcandalous  Breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Marriage  with  our  Kin; 
Charles  the  Firft,  then  Prince  of  WaUsy  who  rtiade  a  romantd 
Voyage  to  Spain  to  fetch  the  Infanta^  a  third. 

It  muft  however  be  confefs'd  that  thefe  Acls  of  Power  we* 
agreeable  to  tbe  King  and  his  Council ;  fo  that  they  canned 
itriclly  fpeaking,  be  intirely  laid  to  the  Door  of  the  Minfc 
tho'  they  afterwards  were.  Thefe  Meafures  having  difotfesi 
moft  of  the  great  Powers  in  Europe^  occafioned  in  1625,  the 
League  of  Avignon^  in  which,  tho'  there  is  little  Mention  0:  it 
in  our  Hiftories,  we  had  our  Share,  as  well  as  in  fuftaining  ttt 
Affronts  that  occafioned  it.  I 

This  League  was  the  EffeQ  of  the  ambitious  Efforts  of  & 
the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  to  obtain  an   univerfal  Monarchy j  v*\ 
the  Defign  of  it  was  to  humble  that  Houfe  to  fuch  a  l3egrd 
as  to  drive  fuch  a  pernicious  Notion  out  of  her  Councils,  cr 
at  leaft  to  put  the  Accompliihment  thereof  intirely  out  of  I 
Power,  by  attacking  her,  and  that  vigorously,  on  all  Sides 
once.     1  his  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  modern  Doftrii* 
the  Balance  of  Power,  which  is  in  Truth  the  only  politic 
Doctrine     that    can  preferve    publick   Liberty,    and  bin-' 
one  State  from  fwallowing  up  another,   till  flie  becomes  too 
powerful  to  be  withftood.  .  Hence  arifes  tbe  great  Import*^ 
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of  encouraging  and  commending  whatever  is  written  about  it, 
fince  the  very  Rumour  and  Difcourfe  of  a  Balance  produces 
fuch  Conceptions  even  in  common  Minds,  as  have  more'  than 
once  contributed  to  preferve  it. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this  Plan  that  the  Dutch  attack'd 
BraJU'*  the  King  of  France  and  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  the  Repub* 
lick  of  Genoa  *  the  Englijh*  Cadiz ;  the  King  of  Denmark  and 
the  Proteftants  of  Germany*  the  Emperor's  hereditary  Coun- 
tries; the  Venetians  too,  tho'  they. did  not  declare  openly,  yet 
underhand  affifted  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the  Grifins  in  weak- 
ening the  Power  of  Spain  ip  Italy ;  Betblem  Gabor  Prince  of 
Tranfilvaniay  with  the  AiEftance  of  the  Turks*  fell  upon  Hun- 
gory*  and  the  Dutch  privately  fupplied  the  Moors  with  Artillery 
and  Engineers  for  attacking  the  Fortrefles  of  Mamora  and 
Larache. 

It  is  certain  that  this  Defign  was  very  well  laid,  and,  what 
is  not  common  where  Alliances  are  made  up  of  fo  many 
Parties,  almoft  every  Part  of  it  was  carried  into  Execution ;  fo 
that  never  any  (wo  Powers  fuftained  a  greater  Shock  than  the 
Emperor  and  Spain  from  this  Confederacy.  The  Courage 
and  Condufk  of  Olharez*  however,  contributed  chiefly  to  di- 
vert this  Storm,  and  break  its  Force.  He  fent  a  Fleet  in 
Time  to  Brajil*  that  recovered  from  the  Dutch  the  Bay  of 
M-Saints*  and  the  Town  of  St.  Salvador e\  he  affifted  and 
dcliver'd  the  Genoefe  from  the  Danger  that  threateri'd  them  ; 
his  Emiflaries  excited  fuch  Jealoufies  of  the  French  in  the 
Minds  of  the  Grifins*  as  determined  them  to  make  Peace  with 
Spain,  and  to  confent  that  the  Popifli  Religion  fhould  be 
elhblifljed  in  the  Valteline*  on  Condition  that  it  was  reftored 
to  them ;  the  Englijh  mifcarried  in  their  Attempt  upon  Cadiz* 
the  Dutch  loft  the  important  Town  of  Breda*  the  King  of  • 
Denmark  was  beaten  at  the  Battle  of  Lutter*  and  the  Moors 
fail'd  in  the  Siege  of  both  the  Fortrefles  of  Larache  and 
Mamora, 

This  ought  to  have  raifed  the  Reputation  of  the  Minifter  to 
the  greatcft  Height;  but  the  Envy  conceived  againft  him 
^as  to  ftrong,  and  his  Sufpicions  and  Jealoufies  influenced  him  . 
to  that  exceffive  Degree,  that  he  was  fo  very  tenacious  of 
Power,  tho'  not  of  Money,  as  by  keeping  it  too  much,  and  at 
the  fame  time  too  apparently  in  his  Hands,  he  leflened  his 
own  Credit,  and  injured  the  Affairs  of  his  Matter. 

But  after  all  his  good  Fortune  he  really  miftook  the  Cafe 
of  that  Government  under  his  Care,    ana  having  fucceeded 
agamft  fo  powerful  a  Confederacy,  he  perfuaded  himfelf,  that 
be  might  prevail  in  all  the  Schemes   he  had  devifed,    with- 
out ' 
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out  cohering  how  much  tbe  Strength  of  the  Kingdom  wj 

,weaken'd  by  formerly  attacking  and  Utelv  refitting  fo  many 
Powers;  Experience  denionftrated  hp  Miitake,  for  the  King. 
dom  that  recovered  by  his  Circumfpeftion,  was  ruined  by  bis 
Ambition,  juft  as  a  Patient  that  gets  over*  a  Fever  is  (bmetimei 
loft  by  the  Confumption  that  -attends  it,  for  want  of  Reft  ad 

'Nourishment.  ,     A 

If  in  this  Time  of  Profperity  the  Minifter  had  given  Peace 
to  Spain,  be  had  laved  his  Country,  and  fecured  a  lifting 
Fame  ;  but  by  negleding  this,  and  endeavouring  to  perform 
reat  Feats  with  an  infirm  and  wafted  Body,  be  made  Eurtf* 
mfible  of  the  Weaknefe  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  of  whid 
all  Parties  took  their  Advantage.  The  Dutch  became  utterly 
intra&able,  thfe  French  made  Conquefts  on  both  Sides  of  their 
Frontiers,  the  Catalonians  revolted,  the  Portuguese  declared  the 

1  Duke  6f  Braganza,  King*  Great  Troubles  followed  in  hoi; ; 
for  a  Fifherman's  Boy  at  Naples  fub verted  that  Government  ia 
three  Days,  and  might  have  made  himfelf  abfolute  Matter  of 
the  Kingdom,  if  the  Populace  had  been-  as  oafiiy  governed* 
they  were  inflamed. 

So  many  Misfortunes  upon  the  Back  of  each  other,  com- 
petted  the  Spanijh  Pride  to  fuic  itfelf  tq  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Times  ;  in  Confluence  of  which,  a  Peace  was  made  with  the 

'  Dutch  upon  their  own  Terms  ;  and  they  were  acknowledged  to 
be  a  free  State,  after  Spain  had  fpent  in  ready  Money,  three 
hundred  Millions  SttrSng9  in  labouring  to  reduce  them,"  if  their 
Accounts  may  be  depended  upon.  The  French  made  great  Ac- 
quifitions  in  the  Low-Countries,  the  War  in  Catalonia  ruined 
that  Province,  the  Subjeds  of  -Spain  \n  Italy  grew  miferabk, 
and  the  People  of  P*/*ifc<i/  maintained  their  Independency. 

The  Conde-Duke  all  this  Time  kept  his  Matter  in  fuch 
profound  Ignorance,  that  he  knew  not  the  DiftrdTcs  of  his 
Government,  when  all  Europe  rung;  of  them.  Butatlaftthis 
fell  heavy  upon  the  Minifter,  for  the  Queen,  at  the  Perfoftfi 
of  the  Emperor,  having  once  broke  the  Ice,  Complaint? 
agatnft  Olivorez  came  from  all  Ranks  of  People,  and  a!! 
Quarters  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions  \  fothat  he  was  torn  from 
the  King,  who  directed  him  to  retire  to  a  fmall  Diftance  rrofl 
the  Court ;  he  obey'd  \  and  if  he  could  have  been  idle,  h« 
might  have  recovered  his  Power,  for  the  King  was  inclined » 
recall  him. 

But  he  fpent  hib  leifure  Hours  in  writing  an  Apology  fi* 
his  Administration,  in  which  he  (hewed  more  Wit  in  ^ 
fending,  than  he  had  ever  done  Prudence  in  his  Conduit. 
and  this  revived  the  Rage,  and  exasperated  the  Malice  ot  b 
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EncmSe*  to  fitch  a  Degree,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  banifh 
him  to  a  greater  Diftance  from  Court,  where  his  Anguilh  and 
Difconterit  foon  killed  him*  In  die  Perfon  of  the  Conde-Duke 
JtOtivarex  ended  the  Spirit  of  the  Adminiftration,  for  none 
that  foceeeded  him  were  in  any  Degree  equal  to  their  Employ- ' 
ment,  or  the  Ctfcumftances  oi  the  State. 

The  King  had  been  fo  long  tried  to  devolve  the  Cares  of  Go- 
vernment upon  another  Perfon,  that  he  very  (bon  made  Choice 
of  anew  Minifter,  Don  Lewis  de  Haro^  a  Man  of  a  very  mo- 
derate Capacity,  whofe  Views  reached  no  farther  than  main- 
taining the  Government  in  its  ufual  Order ;  and  whofe  only 
Ambition  was,  to  keep  his  Place.  The  great  Enemy  of  Spam 
was  now  dead,  for  Cardinal  Richelieu  bad  a  particular  Aver* 
fion  to  that  Country  and  People  ;  but  his  Succeffor  Mazarin 
was  of  a  milder  Difpofition,  and  befides,  the  Queen  Dowager 
of  France  was  inclined  to  put  an  End  to  the  Dilputes  between 
the  two  Kingdoms,-  which  was  precifely  what  the  Spanijh  Mi- 
nifter moft  earneftly  defired. 

The  Truth  is,  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  could  carry  on  the  War 
do  longer,  her  Armies  were  wore  out,  her  Treafures  were  ex- 
baufted,  many  of  her  Frontier  Places  loft,  and  moft  of  them 
nm  to  Decay ;  the  American  Commerce  fallen  much  below 
what  it  was,  and  the  dependent  and  tributary  States  in  Italy 
Ming  off  every  Day*  Upon  this,  Negotiations  were  fet  on 
foot  between  the  two  Crowns,  b.ut  it  was  a  long  Time  before 
they  were  perfected,  and  then  the  two  Kings  were  to  have  an 
Interview,  as  the  Minifters  alio  had,  upon  the  Frontiers  of  their 
refpoiive  Dominions. 

There  was  one  Thing  propofed  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Treaty,  whkrh  made  his  Catholick  Majefty  very  uneafy  ;  and 
this  was  the  Marriage  of  his  Daughter  the  Infanta  Maria  N 
Tberefa  with  the  French  King.  He  forciaw  that  this  Marriage 
would  feme  time  or  other  transfer  the  Monarchy  of  Spain  from 
*e  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  that  of  Bourbon  ;  the  Thought  of  which 
to  could  nor  .bear/  -But  as  at  this  Time  he  had  feveral  other 
Children,  his  Minifters  perfuaded  him  that  this  was  an  ill- 
grounded  Appreh.enfion,-and  that  nothing  but  this  Marriage 
could  render  the  Treaty  in  which  they  were  embarked,  fobd 
**•  fccute. 

Befides,  the  King  was  extremely  fet  upon  reducing  Pot*. 
H*l>  and  his  Minifter  made  him  believe,  that  a  Peace  with 
France  would  put  that  abfolutely  in  his  Power,  and  that  it 
**s  in  vain  to  hope  the  Accomplishment  of  it  any  other 
Way ;  lb  that  at  laft  he  was  overcome,  and  confented  to 
Ac  Interview,  ami  alfo»  the*  Marriage,  both  which  foon  after 
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todk  pkcc ;  to  which  the  War  made  againft  Spain  by  CrontwJH^ 
the  Lofs  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  the  Afliftance  he  gave  the 
French  in  the  Lew-Countries,  greatly  contributed. 

This  famons  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees  was  concluded  Novem- 
ber jtb,  1659,  by  which  the  French  were  left  in  Pofieffion  of 
a  great  Part  of  their  Conquefts  in  Flanders,  Artois,  Hainault, 
and  Luxembourg ;  but  moft  of  the'  Sea-Coafts  were  reftored  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  the  very  important  Port  of  Dunkirk  only 
excepted,  becaufe  it  was  then  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijb : 
The  French  likewife  reftored  fome  Places  they  had  taken  in  the 
AClanefe,  feveral  Fortrefles  in  the  Franche-Gomte,  or  County  of 
Burgundy,  and  all  that  they  then  pofiefled  in  Catalonia*  This 
was  the  moft  fair  and  equal  Peace  that  was  made  in  all  the  laft 
Century,  and  thofe  Politicians  that  annex  true  and  juft  No- 
tions to  the  famous  Term  of  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe 
mean  with  refpe&  to  thefe  two  Crowns,  the  Treaty  of  the 
Pyrenees  5  as  with  reference  to  Germany,  they  mean  the  Trea- 
ties of  Wyejlphalia.\  and  in  regard  to  the  North,  the  Treaty  of 
Q/tva. 

All  Encroachments  therefore  upon  this  Treaty,  by  the  Power 
of  France,  have  been  with  Juftice  confidered  as  deftruftive  of 
that  Balance,  which  can  never  be  reftored  any  other  way  than 
by  rendering  the  Crown  of  Spain  independent  of  that  of  France 
and  bringing  Things  back  to  the  State  they  were  in.  But  not- 
withftanding this  Treaty,  France  continued  to  affift  underhand 
the  Portuguefe ;  fo  that  notwithftanding  the  whole  Force  of  the 
SpanUh  Monarchy  was,  during  the  Remainder  of  this  Reign, 
employ 'd  againft  that  Kingdom,  yet  it  was  to  no  Purpofe,  and 
ferved  only  to  (hew  how  much  it  was  weaken'd  and  impair'd, 
and  how  little  Proportion  there  was  between  its  Strength  then, 
and  in  the  Reign  of  Philip  II.  when  alone  and  without  Allies, 
it  was  formidable  to  all  Europe. 

There  is  no  Neceffity  that  we  Ihould  infift  longer  on  what 
palled  in  the  Time  of  King  Philip  I  V\  a  Prince  fo  weak  in  his 
tender  Years,  that  it  was  generally  believed  he  would  not  live  to 
become  a  Man,  and  who  notwithftanding  reached  to  the  Age 
of  Sixty-one  and  upwards,  and  enjoyed  for  the  laft  forty  Years 
a  ftrong  and  vigorous  Conftitution.  The  Difpofltion  of  his 
Mind  was  the  very  Reverfe  of  that  of  his  Body  ;  for  whereas  in 
his  Youth  he  difcovered  great  Quicknefs  of  Parts,  and  unufual 
Penetration ;  in  his  riper  Years,  he  addided  himfelf  wholly 
to  Pleafure,  and  in  the.  decline  of  his  Life,  fell  into  a  State  of 
Indolence,  which  differed  very  little  from  Infenfibflity,  leaving 
all  Things  to  his  Minifters ;  tho'  now  and  then  he  ihew'd  that 
his  Parts  were  not  intirely  extilnguifhed,  but  that  he  had  dearer 
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md  better  Apprehenfions  of  Affairs,  than  any  of  thofe  by  whom 
le  was  governed. 

He  died  on  the  17th  of'  September  1665,  after  a  Reign  of 
brty-four  Years  and  upwards  j  during  all  which  the  Power  of * 
sfain  had  been  gradually  declining.  He  left  behind  him  an 
>nly  Son,  under  the  Tuition  of  the  Queen  his  Mother,  and 
1  Baftard  by  an  Actrefe,  whofe  Name  was  Calderona,  who  after- 
rards  made  a  great  Figure  in  the  World,  under  the  Title  of 
)on  John  of  Auflria,  was  the  very  laft  of  that  Family  remark- 
ble  either  for  Courage  or  Abilities,  and  of  whom  we  fliaU 
lereaftcr  have  occafton  to  fpeak  more  largely. 

The  Queen  was  very  far  from  being  beloved  by  her  Subjects, 
tecaufe  (he  retained  fo  ftrong  a  Paffion  for  her  Country,  that 
hefcarce  admitted  any  into  her  good  Graces  that  were  not 
'iermans :  Her  Father-Confeflbr,  a  Jefuit,  whofe  Name  was 
\ltard9  governed  her  abfolutefy ;  and  the  firft  Thing  {he  did 
ras  to  raifc  him  to  the  high  Office  of  Inquifitor-General ;  than 
vhich  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  have  done  any  thing  more 
Mafteful  to  the  Spanijh  Nation. 

Befides  his  being  a  Foreigner,  and  a  German*  there  was  ano- 
her  Circumftance  which  made  his  Promotion  both  illegal  and 
xlious*  It  is  an  eftablifhed  Rule  in  regard  to  the  Holy  Office, 
hat  down  to  the  meaneft  Officer  belonging  to  it,  every  one 
nuft  have  his  Family  free  from  Herefy,  or  even  the  Sufpicion  of 
fcrefy;  whereas  it  was  very  well  known,  that  "Father  Nitard'* 
brents  were  both  Proteftants. 

One  would  thjnk  this  was  a  very  fmall  Matter;  but  in  Spain, 
>ne  may  be  fure  it  could  not  be  confidered  in  this  Light,  from 
he  following  Inftance :  A  poor  Prieft  of  the  Province  ofGalicia9 
tfho  was  never  out  of  his  Country  in  his  Life,  prefented  a  Pe- 
ition,  defiring  fome  Favour  from  Philip  II.  The  Man's  Name 
ims  Martin  Lotoro>  but  unluckily  for  him,  the  Perfon  who  drew 
*is  Petition  wrote  it  Lutero ;  the  King  no  fooner  faw  it,  than 
he  rejeaed.it  with  Indignation.  A  Man*  faid  he,  of fuch  a 
^W,  cUferves  no  Favour. 

The  great  Hurry  the  Queen  was  in  to  promote  this  German 
Prieft,  brought  a  Cloud  over  her  Adminiftration  in  its  very 
Dawn,  which  was  never  diffipated  fo  long  as  (he.  held  the  Reins 
of  Government :  For  it  is  the  Character  of  the  Spanijh  Nation, 
that  though  they  are  foon  offended,  they  are  not  foon  recon- 
ciled ;  and  befides  they  are  naturally  averfe  to  the  Government 
^  Women.  * 

Charles  II.  the  laft  King  of  Spain  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujtriay 
was'not  full  four  Years  of  Age  at  the  Time  of  the  Deceafe  of 
^  King  his  Father,  who  though  he  left  his  Widow  Mary 
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Am*  of  Aq/fria  Regent,  appointed  at  the  lame  time  a  Council, 
or  as  they  call  them'  in  Spain*  a  Junto*  without  whofe  Advice 
fhe  wa&  \Ogdo  nothing  of  Importance.  This  Council  of  State 
confided  of  fix  Perfons,  four  of  whom  had  Seats  therein,  in  Right 
of  their  Dignities.  But  the  Cardinal  of  Arragon*  being  at  that 
Time  Archbiihop  of  Toledo*  and  Inquifitor-General,  the  Queen 
prevailed  upon  him  to  rcfign  the  laft  of  thefe  two  Places  in 
favour  of  her  Confeflor  Father  Nitard*  who  thereby  obtained 
a  Place  in  the  Council  of  Regency,  and  confequently  had  a 
large  Share  in  the  Government,  which  by  degrees  he  totally 
ingroffed. 

The  Queen,  by  her  Influence  over  the  King  her  Hufoand, 
had  prevailed  upon  hhn  on  his  Death-bed  to  take  no  more  No- 
tice of  his  natural  Son  Don  Juan*  than  if  he  had  not  been  in 
the  World  ;  which,  confidering  the  Cuftom  of  Spain*  where 
the  Baftards  of  Kings  have  hi riier  Rank,  and  greater  Honours 
paid  them,  than  in  any  other  Country  in  Europe*  was  a  ftrange 
thing,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  impolitick  Step  (he  could 
have  taken ;  fince  after  difobliging  the  People,  by  preferring  Fa- 
ther NiUtrd*  {he  Qiould  never  have  given  them  a  Head,  more 
efpecially  fuch  a  one  as  Don  Juan*  who  was  already  as  much 
confidered  in  the  Kingdom,  as  if  he  had  been  the  lawful  Brother 
of  the  King. 

It  muft  be  own'd  that  the  Spanijh  Hiftory,  and  to  fay  the 
Truth,  fcarce  any  Hiftory  prefents  us  with  a  more  inafliveor 
inglorious  Reign,  than  this  of  which  we  are  (peaking.  But  for 
all  that,  the  Events  that  happened  under  it  were  fuch  as  require 
it  (hould  be  perfe&ly  well  known,  as  they  had  a  (trong  Influence 
upon  the  Affairs  of  Europe ;  and  as  for  want  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  them,  moft  of  our  Writers  have  given  us  falfe,  or  at 
leaft  very  hnperfeft  Notions  of  the  Spamjh  Government  and 
Nation,  at  the  Time  of  this  Prince's  Death,  and  the  paffing  of 
the  Crown  into  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon*  which  we  have  been 
made  to  believe  was  in  Confequence  of  a  forged  Will,  and 
againft  the  general  Inclinations  of  the  People  *  whereas,  in 
Fad,  neither  of  thefe  were  true,  as  will  clearly  be  (hewn  to  the 
attentive  Reader  of  the  following  Hiftory,  which  we  will  begin 
with  giving  impartially  the  Chara&ers  of  the  principal  Ferfons 
concerned  therein,  and  purfue  the  fame  Method  through  the 
Whole  of  this  important  Period. 

The  young  King  had  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Spirit  for  a 
Child  of  his  Age  ;  aid  though  the  Education  given  him  was 
very  indifferent,  yet  his  Parts  alone  enabled  him  to  difcover  a 
better  Genius  for  Government,  aftd  a  greater  Capacity  than 
cither  his  Father  or  Grandfather.    How  he  came  to  We  thefe 
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Parts,  and  to  grow  equally  feeble  m  Mind  and  Body,  will  I* 
accounted  for  hereafter.  His  Mother,  the  Queen  Regent," 
Daughter  to  one  Emperor  and  Sifter  to  another,  was  intirely  • 
devoted  to  the  (Sermon  Intereft,  ambitious  to  the  higheft  De- 
gree, fond  of  Powet,  which  fte  was  far  from  knowing  how  to 
ufe,  and  as  little  capable  of  making  a  right  Choice  of  thofe  to. 
whom  ihe  found  herfelf  obliged  to  confide  in, 

Don  Jtian  was  in  the  thirty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age,  of  a 
middle  Stature,  an  agreeable  Perfon,  had  enough  of  the  opanijh 
Gravity  to  pleafe  that  Nation,  but  not  fo  much  as  to  difguft 
Strangers:  He  had  an  excellent  Education,  great  Parts,  was 
Wife,  brave,  learned,  and  withal  a  very  fine  Gentleman.  He 
bad  reduced  the  Kiqgdom  of  Naples  when  in  Rebellion  j  had 

Governed  all  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Italy,  with  the  Title  of 
icar-General,  had  afterwards  commanded  againft  the  Por* 
tupufei  and  at  the  Time  of  his  Father's  Death,  was  at  the 
tiead  of  the  Privy  Council,  from  whence  the  Queen  removed 
him,  with  an  Intent  to  have  fent  him  into  Flanders;  for  which 
Country  when  (he  concluded  he  was  embarked,  (he  thought 
fit  to  caufe  his  Favourite  Don  Jofepb  Malkdas  to  be  appre- 
hended and  ftrangled  two  Hours  afterwards,  by  a  Warrant  un« 
dcr  her  own  Hand. 

Father  Nitard  was  a  Man  of  a  very  moderate  Capacity, 
who  knew  how  to  govern  the  Queen,  and  to  make  his 
Court  to  fome  of  the  Grandees,  by  flattering  them.  One  may 
guefs  at  his  Character  by  the  Apology  that  he  publifhed  for  ms 
Conduct,  in  which  he  thought  he  fufpdently  acquitted  him- 
felf  of  the  Death  of  MaUadas,  by  alledging,  that  at  thiTime 
it  happened  he  was  faying  bis  Prayers,  Don  Juan  was  at 
Barcelona  when  this  was  done,  and  was  no  fboner  made  ac- 
quainted with  it,  than  he  returned  from  thence  nearer  to, 
Madrid.  '       : 

The  Queen,  who  was  extremely  provoked,  caufed  his  8e* 
cretary  to  be  feized,  andbaniflied  the  Prince  himfelf  j  but  thefe 
Mcafures  had  a  very  bad  Effe£t  The  common  People  in 
Spain  are  born  Politicians,  and  it  is  not  eafv  to  conceive  with 
what  Freedom,  and  with  how  much  good  oenfe  they  talk  of 
publick  Affairs,  which  however  are  no  where  worfe  rrianagcd 
than  in  that  Country.  In  all  the  great  .Cities,  the  common 
Dilcourfe  of  thofe  Times  was,  that  they  w«re  an  undone  Peo- 
ple, their  King  a  Child,  the  Reins  of  Government  in  the  Hands 
of  a  Woman,  and  by  her  committed  to  thofe  of  a  Stranger* 
One  may  well  perceive,  that  theie  Difcourfes  were  not  very 
wide  of  Truth,  and  that  Things  could  not  go  extremely  well 
abroad,  while  they  were  in  fuch  a  Diforder  at  home ;  and  the 
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Fait  is,  that  they  went  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  ft  was  hardly 
pbffiblc  they  fhould  go  woife. 

A  young  Prince  of  the  Abilities  and  Quality  of  Don  Juan^ 
knew  very  well  how  to  manage  the  Temper  and  Difcontcnts 
of  the  Multitude,  fo  as  to  find  his  Intereft  therein;  and 
therefore  he  took  care  eo  feed  the  Malecontents  with  Hopes, 
tp  give  them  private  Informations,  and  to  hint  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  Promifes  .of  Protection  ;  till  at  laft  their  Cla- 
HK>uFS  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  took  Occafion  from  thence  to 
represent  boldly 'to  the  Queen,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  was  in  a 
ferment,  Affairs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  in  a  declining 
Condition,  and  that  no  Remedy  could  .poffibTy  be  effeftual, 
but  the  putting  Things  into  a  new  Channel,  which  muft  be 
begun  by  fending  her  foreign  Minifter,  Father  Nitardy  out  of 
tbe  Kingdom. 

The  Queen,  as  it  might  well  be  cxpe&ed,.  took  this,  very 
ipuch  amifs,  and  gave  Don  Juan  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as  (hewed 
plainly  that  £he  meant  to  infill  upon  her  Authority,  and  to  pu<h 
this  as  far  as  it  would  goj  a  flrong  Proof  of  which  fhe  gave 
inrcaufingi>^//V/&,J)oo^^/>s  Secretary,  to  be  arretted,  which 
had  rio  better  Confequence  than  making  him  loft  all  Tem- 
per j  fo  thai;  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  i66g,  he  advanced 
very  \\zix'  Madrid,  and  lent  the  Queen  fuch  MefFages,  as  gave 
fcfjr  pJairiJy  to  underftand  that  he  was  refolved  to  carry  his 
?bint.    -     : 

..The Qjjeen  then  laboured  by  fair  Means  fo  drvcrt  him,  but 
h'yn?  iq.vajnt  He  had  not  about  him  above  three  hundred 
QprTc,  Ta^d  yet' with-  this  lncoj>fiderable  Force  he  gave  Law  to 
the  Gpyerurpent  of  Spami  About  the  Middle  of  the  Month 
of.  February.  Things  came  to  a  Crifis,  by  a  very  fbort  Meffage 
he  fent  to  the  Queen  to  this  EfTcc> :  That  cif  Father  Kitari 
did  not  think  fit  to  go  out  of  the  Gates  of  the  Palace,  by  the 
twenty-ftxth,  he  would  come  in  Peribn  anil  throw  feim  out  of 
\he  Windows.  "       ^ 

It' was  then  that;  the  Queen.  Taw,  that  notwithftanding  her 
Tjtle  qf  '.Regent,  ihe  had" little p'r  no  Powers  for  (he  attempted 
to  put  the  Ctty  offttadrhl  in  a  State  of  Defence,  and  tbe  People 
refufed  to  obey  her  ;  Jo  that  mu/:h  againft  her  WiH  fbe  wa> 
forced  to  fend  away  her  Confcllor,  as  fte  did  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  ;  and  he  went  Jireclly  to  Rwiex  where  fhe  gave  hiai  (ooo 
ai'rei  the^ Title  of  Am baflador  from  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
procured  him  a  Hat  from  the  Pope.  Upon  his  Promotion,  be 
wrote  a  very  civil. and  even  fubmiffive  Letter  to  Don  Juan* 
in  hopes  of  paving  (hereby  his  Way  for  returning  into  Spain; 
but  that  Prince  never  anfwercd  his  Letter,  and  the  Cardinal 
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wrv  wiUf  topped  a  Pe%n,  that  appeared  to  he  impra&i* 

TheQyeaa,  after  taking  tfaia  Step*  ia  hopes  to  remove  Don 
Jim  out  of  bef  Way,  and  that  flic  might  find  Means  of 
lupporting  her  Authority,  thought  proper  to  declare  him  Vice- 
Joy  tf  Jrtap*i  and  this  for  ferae  Time  fcemed  very  well  to 
anfirer  her  Intention*,  thqt  Prince  retiring  thither,  and  apply* 
v%  huftfelf  with  Diligence  to  difcharge  the  Duties  of  his  high 
Office.  In  the  wean  tine  tip  Queen  found  out  a  new  Fa- 
vourite, iStxtniJb  Gentleman,  whofe  Name  was  Don  Ftrdmand 
it  Vckmtum*  a  Perfon  that  flood  no  way  diftinguiihed  by  Birth* 
Service,  or  anygroat  Qyalities. 

He  came  to  Court  in  no  higher  Rank  than  that  of  a  Noble- 
man's Page  »  he  made  his  Addrefies  to  the  Qpeen's  Favourite, 
married  her,  and  thereby  came, to  have  a  large  Share  in  her 
Miftre&'s  Favour,  rod  by  very  quick  Steps  to  the  fy& 
Enploypftnts,  and  became  a*  abfolute,  and  as  much  hated  a 
Favourite  as  Father  Niterd.  Several  of  the  Nobilitv  who  were 
fiaoerdy  in  the  Qpeen'a  Intereft,  represented  *o  her  the  bad 
Confayueftces  that  muft  naturally  fellow,  from  her  too  great 
Regard  for  fuch  a  Perfon  i  but  it  was  in  vain,  the  Quecp  re-* 
main'd  fix'd  in  her  own  Senftpen*,  and  tbefe  R^monftrancea 
bad  no  other  Effect  than  in -makirjg  her.  endpavour  to  raife 
this  Gentleman's  Fortune  fo  highs  *b<"  **  flwuld  not  be  eafy  09 
fluke  ic 

In  thefe  fort  of  Difputes^  while  the  tfhi&U  the  Kingdom 
were  deity  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  about  fix  Years  were 
wafted  i  fa  that  on  the  19th  of  NrtnihUr  1675,  the  King  was 
declared  Maj.of,  according  .tot  the  Laws  of  Spain9  having  then 
acquired  Che  Age  of  Fourteen.  The  Qyeen  however  took  this 
Seep  merely  for  the  fake  of  Form,  for  the  had  not  the  leaft  In- 
tention to  quit  the  Adminiftration.  On  the  contrary,-  ihe 
caufed  an  Aft  to  be  drawn  in  the  King's  Name,  declaring,  that 
the  Borden  of  pubhek  Affairs  being  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear 
inAtt  tender  Age,  he  was  defuous,  as  well  out  of  Regard  tp 
the  Wdfare  of  his  Subje&s,  as  for  his  own  Eafe,  to  leave  the 
Care  of  the  Government  in  the  Hands  of  the  Queen-Mother 
and  of  the  Junta. 

She  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  King's  Confent ;  but 
when  this  Ad  was  preiented  to  him  fome  Days  afterwards 
far  him  to  figa,  he  abfolijtely  refufed,  with  this  remarkable 
Expreffioo  j  *•  I  hope  that  God,  from  whofe  Providence  I  re~ 
u.  ceive  my  Dominions,  will  be  gracieufly  pleafed  to  give  me 
•  u  the  Capacity  of  governing  the  People  he  has  committed  to 
11  my  Charge."    This  was  certainly  well  fpoken,  and  it  is 
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rtiotf  ght  the  Aftion*  of  this  young  Prirtce  would  have  bett* 
fuitable  to  this  Declaration ;  but  we  are  told,  that  his  Choco- 
fete  vjzsfo  prepared^  that  in  a  fliort  Time  he  apparently  declined 
both  in  rfeakh  and  Parts,  and  confequently  the  Queen  remained 
hi  full  Poffeffion  of  her  Authority.  \ 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  in  fo  great  a  Kingdom  there 
fhould  not  be  fome  of  the  Nobility  who  preferved  a  juft  Regard 
for  their  Prince  and  for  his  People :  Such  as  were  in  thefe  Sen* 
qments  thought  they  could  not  take  a  more  effeftual  Step,  than 
to  reprefent  the  State  that  Affairs-  were  in  to  Don  Juan^  who 
had  already  received  fome  Intimations  of  that  kind,  and  had 
written  freely,  but  at  the  fame  time  very  refpe&fully  to  the 
Queen,  befeeching  he*  Majefty  to  take  a  juft  Care  of  the  King's 
Education,  to  leflen  the  Taxes,  and  to  provide  for  the  Security 
of  the  Kingdom,  which  fuffercd  exceedingly  by  the  War,  iff 
which  (he  was  then  engaged  agaftift  France. 
1  But  all  theft?  Meafurw  had  very  little  Efle&;  the  Queen 
valued  her  own  Power  above  all  things ;  and  yet  the  raifing 
and  fuppbrttng  Valenzuela,  whom  (he  made  a  Gfandee  of  Spain 
of  the  firft  Qafe*  was  almoft  the~fole  Point  that  feemed  to  merit 
her  Attention,  and  the  only  EtitQt  of  that  Authority,  which  (he 
fp  eafily  obtained,  and  was  at  fo  touch  Pains  to  keep.  The  Pa- 
triots therefore  had  recoutfe  to  another  Meafure;  they  applied 
themielves  to  the  King,  and  haying  represented*  to  him  in  gene- 
ral the  Situation  of  his  Affairs,  they  infiftedv  more  particularly 
on  the  Circumftances  of  his  Perfon,  which  were'fuch,  'that  he 
was,  ptoperly  fpeaking,  very  little-better  than  a  Prifotier,  fines 
the  Marquis  de-  Valehzuela  fullered  none  to  come  near  him,  but 
thofe  he  knew,  or  at  leaft  took  to  bfe-in  his  Intereife. 

Thefe  Difcourfes  made  fuch  an  Impreffion  upon  the  King* 
that  he  readily  demanded  what  Remedy  could  be  applied  i  To 
which  it  was  immedietely  anfwered,  that  the  only  way  he  had 
'to  deliver  himfelf,  was  to  withdraw  fecretly  to -Buen  Retir69 
fend  for  Don  Juan  thither,  and  reform  the  Government  by  his 
Advice.  They  owned  the  thing  was  difficult,  and  they  with- 
out Scruple  or  Referve  fet  forth  the  Difficulties  attending  it, 
"that  they  might  the  better  judge  of  the  Spirit  of  their  Prince. 
The  King  told  them,  that  in  fpite  of  thofe  Difficulties  he  would 
to  free;  and  that  on  fuch  a  Day  they  might  give  Don  Juan 
Notice  that  he  expefled  to  fee  him  at  that  Place. 

They  obeyed  him,  though  at  the-  fame  time  they  very  much 
doubted  whether  the  King  would  be  able  to  keep  his  Word. 
Tire  Evening  before,  he  retired  to  his  Apartment  fomewhat 
earlier  than  ufual,  and  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Night, 
attended  only  by  one  Gentleman,   he  wrapped  himfelf  up  in 
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his  Cloak,  and  walked  on  Foot  to  Bum  Retire.  This  figflaj 
Event  happened  in  the  Year  1677,  when  the  King  w.as  about 
fixteen  Years  old. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  Majefty  came  to  the  appointed  Place, 
that  Don  Juan  who  waited  not  far  off,  was  admitted  to  his 
Prefence,  and  was  received  with  all  the  Joy  and  Satisfaction 
imaginable.  A  total  Revolution  enfued ;  the  Queen-Mother 
was  fent  to  Tsledo*  and  there  clofely  confined  in  a  Convert  \ 
ftrift  Search  was  made  for  the  Marquis  <&  Valarmelay  who  with*, 
drew  for  fome  time  in  hopes  of  efcaping  the  Storm.  He  took 
Shelter  in  the  Monaftery  of  the  Efcurial,  but  falling  fick,  was 
difcoveredj  firft  fent  to  Prifon,  next  degraded  from  all  his  Dig- 
nities, and  laftly  tranfported  as  an  Exile  to  the  Philippines,  front 
whence  he  was  to  go  to  Peru,  and  to  be  there  treated  as  a  Slave. 
He  behaved  better  in  his  Misfortunes  than  he  had  done  in  his 
Profperity,  lived  to  recover  bis  Liberty,  and  afterwards  returned 
to  Spain.  - 

It  is  knpofible  to  exprefs  how  much  Joy  the  Kingdom  re* 
ceived  from  this  Change  of  Affairs ;  and  indeed  it  might  have 
been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Nation,  if  it  had  not  wrought 
a  Change  in  Don  Juan,  who  having  now  the  Royal  Authority 
in  his  own  Hands,  thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as  how  to  keep 
it,  and  to  fecure  himfelf  from  any  new  Change.  The  Peace  of 
Nimtgutn,  which  was  made  to  much  to  the  Advantage  of  From 
and  at  the  Expence  of  Spain,  4&i(ed  a  great  Clamour,  tho'  it  was 
a  neceflary  Step,  the  Kingdom  being  fo  exhaufted,  that  the  Lob 
muft  ftill  have  been  greater  if  the  War  had  continued*  Yet  the 
Grandees  were  much  difcontented,  the  People  murmured,  and 
Don  Juan  found  himfelf,  nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange,  more  uneafy 
at  the  Head  of  the  Adininiibration,  than  while  he  was  exiled 
from  Court. 

The  King's  Marriage  was  the  next  great  Affair  brought  upon 
the  Carpet,  and  the  rrincefs  intended  for  him  by  the  Queen- 
Mother,  was  the  Emperor's  Daughter  j  but  this  being  much 
again!*  the  Intereft  of  Don  Juan,  he  caufed  the  Picture  of  a 
French  Princefe,  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  to  be  put 
into  the  King's  Hands,  with  whom  on  the  Sight  of  that 
Pifture  he  fell  paffionately  in  love.  It  is  faid  that  Don  Juan 
afterwards  repented  of  this,  even  before  the  Marriage  took  place, 
and  inclined  rather  to  have  married  the  King  to  the  Infanta  of 
Portugal.  But  his  Majefty  adhered  to  his  own  Choke  j  and 
tho'  Don  Juan  propofed  in  Council,  that  as  this  Princcfc  was 
not  the  Daughter  of  a  crown'd  Head,  itihouldbe  infilled  upon, 
that  fome  of  the  Placfs  yielded  by  the  laft  Treaty  Ihould  he 
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redoied  to  Spam ;  jftt  die  King  and  the  Grandees  out  rf  Re* 
Fped  to  him,  reie&ed  this  Propofal,  for  fear  it  flxouhi  become 
an  infurmountable  Obftacle  the  Marriage. 

This  Point  being  carried  againft  Don  J**h  an  Oppofition 
was  quickly  formed  ;  and  tho%  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  at  this 
Diftance  of,  Time,  his  Power  was  his  greateft  Crime,  yet 
abundance  of  Things  were  imputed  to  him,  particularly  one 
of  a  very  high  Nature,  which  was,  that  be  intended  to  get 
himfelf  declared  infant  of  Cmfttit,  which  would  have  given  him 
a  Capacity  of  fucceeding  to  the  Kingdom  j  but  when  it  is  cod- 
fiderod  that  he  proje&ed  the  King's  Marriage,  that  he  was  him- 
(elf  fingle,  and  his  Health  dedining,  one  can  fcarce  fee  any 
Probability  in  a  Charge  of  this  Nature. 

Thofe  who  were  moft  forward  in  this  Cabal  againft  Don 
Juan^  formed  another  Projed  for  recalling  the  Queen- Mother ; 
and  notwithftandii»g  all  that  had  pafled,  found  Means  by  the 
Help  of 'his  Confeflbr  to  brine  the  poor  eafy  King  to  relifli 
this  Propofal.  The  Marquis  ie  ViUeri,  who  was  now  come  a 
feeond  time  Ambafiador  from  the  Court  of  France,  was  alfo 
drawn  into  this1  Party :  and  great  Uneafineft  he  gave  Don 
yuan,  notwithftanding  he  was  fenfible  the  Queen's  Marriage 
was  originally  of  his  propofing. 

The  Chagrin  which  great  Minds  naturally  conceive  upon  un- 
•xpe&ed  ill  Treatment,  wrought  fo  powerfully  upon  that  Prince's 
Constitution,  that  it  turned  an  Ague  he  caugtit  in  the  Beginning 
of  Winter  into  a  mortal  Difeafe ;  fo  that  he  did  not  lire  to  fee 
the  Queen  \  whofe  Marriage  had  created  him  fo  many  Mortifi- 
cations. When  it  appeared  that  his  Life  was  in  fo  great  Danger, 
the  King  made  him  frequent  Vifits,  and  lamented  very  fincercly 
a  Lofs  that  was  irreparable,  and  which  he  now  clearly  un- 
der flood, 

In  thefe  Conferences  Don  yuan  talked  to  him  very  freely ; 
he  (hewed  him  the  miferable  State  of  his  Affairs,  explained  to 
him  the  Means  by  which  the  Kingdom  became  fo  exhaufted  i 
ihewed  him  what  he  had  done  for  his  Service,  and  how  impof- 
fible  it  was  for  him  to  do  more.  He  demonftrated  to  him  at 
his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  September  167$  that 
all  his  Enemies  had  publiihed  concerning  bis  Defigns  were  Ca- 
lumnies and  Fi&ion.  For  his  Eftate,  which  was  not  very  large, 
he  left  it  intirely  to  the  King ;  and  his  Jewels,  which  were 
much  more  valuable  in  Proportion,  he  divided  between  the 
Queen  Dowager  and  the  Queen  Confort. 

With  him  expired  the  Genius  of  the  Spanijb  Monarchy  ;  or 
at  leaft,  of  this. Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.  There  was 
now  iK)  Prime  Minifter,  indeed  fcarce  any  Miniftcr  at  all ;  the 
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Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  was  a  Perfon  put  in  by 
Don  yuan,  pra  tantore%  but  he  continued  and  aided  as  a  Vlitur 
Iter  ;  becaufe  the  Parties  at  Court  behaved  with  fuch  Violence 
againfteach  other,  that  the  King  could  not  find  himfelf  at  Li- 
berty to  appoint  a  Man  of  proper  Rank  to  fill  that  Office. 

The  fame  kind  of  Diforder  fpread  itfelf  thro'  the  whole  Ad- 
mi  initiation  ;  and  as' a  Proof  of  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Coun- 
cils, a  Marriage  (upon  which  the  Fate  of  their  own  Kingdom, 
and  indeed  the  Fate  of  Europe  in  fome  meafure  depended)  was 
celebrated  in  a  Village  of  about  twenty  Cottages,  and  in  which 
there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  tolerable  Houfe.  The  only  Senfe 
their  .Grandees  ihewed  upon  this  Occafion  was,  their  endea- 
vouring to  hinder  the  French  Ambafladors  from  being  prefent, 
and  even  in  this  they  did  not  fucceed. 

They  were  extremely  pleafed  with  their  new  Queen  upoa 
her  firft  Appearance,  who  by  the  way  was  Grand-daughter  to 
our  King  Charksl.  and  Niece  to  King  Charles  il.  then  reign- 
ing. By  degrees  however  they  grew  out  x>f  humour  with  that 
Princefs,  chiefly  becaufe  fhe  had  no  Children ;  but  this  did  net 
hinder  their  being  more  out  of  humour  with  the  Queen-Mother, 
for  Reafons  that  have  been  before  hinted,  and  which  it  does  pot 
become  me  more  largely  to  explain. 

The  greateft  Advantage  that  accrued  to  France  from  this  Mar- 
riage, was  the  keeping  at  -Madrid  fo  able  a  Minifter  as  the 
Marquis  de  Vill&rs*  who  looked  thoroughly  into  all  the  Spanijb 
Affairs,  and  gave  his  Matter  fo  clear  an  Account  of  them,  that 
he  knew  much  better  what  Spain  could  do,  than  his  Catholick 
Majefty  and  his  Council,  as  appeared  by  the  Meafures  he  toek. 
TUe  Queen  dying  without  Children,  and  a  frcfti  War  breaking 
out  with  France^  the  ft  range  Weaknefeof  the  Spanijb  Monarchy  ' 
became  vifible  to  all  Europe  \  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Forces  were 
employed  in  defending  the  Spanijb  Provinces  in  the  Low-Coun- 
tries ;  and  the  Englijh  Fleet  for  fcveral  Years  together  covered 
the  Coafts  of  Spain9  at  which  Time  all  her  Ports  were  open  to 
us,  and  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  were  as  much  our  own  48 
they  are  now,  abating  only  our  Garrifons  and  Expence. 

The  Gazettes  of  thofe  'limes,  indeed,  fometimes  mentioned 
a  Spanijb  Armada ;  but  alas,  it  was  no  longer  fo  much  as  the 
Shadow  of  what  it  once  appeared.  Five  or  fix  old  Ships,  ill 
manned,  and  miferably  provided,  were  alUhat  the  SpaniJJ)  Court 
could  put  to  Sea;  their  Armies  were  in  the  fame  Condition, 
their  Treasury  in  a  worfe  ;  and  therefore  we  may  be  fatisficd, 
that  the  Terms  procured  for  them  by  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick^ 
were  neither  owing  to  their  own  Power,  or  the  Moderation  of 
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Prtiuiy  but  to  the  Wifdom  and  Steadinefs  of  King  W\lUm% 
\vho  remembering  the  Services  that  Spain  had  done  him,  con- 
sidering the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  infifted  upon  what 
he  obtained  ;  and  Lewis  XIV.  knowing  the  Value  of  a  Peace 
at  that  Time,  consented  the  more  willingly  to  what  was  pro- 
pofed,  and  executed  what  he  confented  to  with  unufual  Punc: 
tuality;  becaufe  the  Reputation  of  good  Faith  was  of  greater 
Confequcnce  to  him  at  that  Juncture, 'than  the  Breach  of  it 
WOuld  have  been.  ■ 

It  was  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  that  he  treated  the  Crown  of 
Spain  with  more  than  ordinary  Refpe&,  and  made  no  Difficulty  j 
of  paffing  by  fome  Inadvertencies  committed  on  his  Frontiers, 
which  he  would  have  refented  at  any  other  Time.  The  Spa- 
niards did  not  fee  this,  but  attributed  the  Care  of  their  Allies 
and  the  Complaifadce  of  their  Enemies  to  the  Grandeur  of  their 
Crown,  at  a  Time  when  jt  was  fo  far- funk,  that  the  King  could 
hot  find  Money  for  his  ordinary  Journies  into  the  Country,  and 
When  they  were  irifulted  even  by  the*  fmaller  States  of  Europe^ 
*  of  which  we  have  given  a  furprizihg  Inftance  in  the  Article  oF 
Prtijjia.  But  this  is  not  at  all  wonderful,  fince  in  Kingdoms 
fts  well  as  In  great  Families,  Pride  rifes  "higheft  when  their  Cir- 
Cumftances  whom  it  pofiefles  are  at  the  worft. 

The  King  in  1690,  had  married  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Keubourg,  by  whom  he  had  no  Children,  and  his  Health  de- 
clining daily;  all  Europe  fhevre&  more  Concern  for  the  Succef- 
fion,  than  was  difcovered  even  in  Spain  itfelf.  This  had  been 
the  great  Motive  to  the  late  Peace,  which  was  quickly  follow- 
ed by  the  firft  Treaty  of  Partition,  in  icfped  to  which  the 
Sincerity  of  all  Parties  has  been  very  juftly  called  in  iquefbon. 
It  is  believed,  and  not  without  Foundation,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Promife  made  by  France,  of  keeping  that  Treaty  a  pro- 
found Secret,  fhe  gave  private  Notice  of  it  to  the  Sjxmijb  Mi- 
niftry,  who  were  exceffivcly  alarmed. 

This  produced  an  Enquiry  into  the  Title  of  the  Electoral 
Prince  of  Bavaria,  which  the  Spanijb  Lawyers  held  to  be 
good,  riotwithftanding  the  Renunciation  was  made  on  purpofe 
to  barr  it ;  and  this  was  the  firft  Blow  given  to  the  Hopes  of  the 
Imperial  Familv ;  and  a  very  home  Blow  it  was,  for  it  decided 
two  important  Points  :  P'irft,  that  Nearnefe  of  Blood  ought  to 
be  confidered  ;  and  next,  that  no  Renunciation  could  prejudice 
,-thc  Right  that  this  gaVe".       '  ' 

The  fecond  Treaty  of  Partition,  occafioned  by  the  Death  of 
fiat  young  Prince  was  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  very  fcnie 
Keaions,  communicated  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  where  it  hid 
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the  defircd  Effect ;  for  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and  his  Minifteft, 
immediately  took  a  Rcfolution  to  defeat  this  Scheme  of  a  Di* 
vifion,  and  to  preferve  the  Spanijb  Monarchy  entire  for  the 
next  Heir,  tho*  as  yet  they  had  not /determined  who  that  Heir 
ftould  be« 

It  is  certain  that  the  King  was  inclined  to  the  Imperial  Branch 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  and  it  was  the  Knowledge  the  Court 
of  Vienna  had  of  his  Inclinations,  that  induced  her  to  rcjed 
both  the  Treaties  of  Partition.  But  France  had  a  powerful 
Party  in  the  Spanijb  Court,  who  insinuated  to  the  King,  that 
thefe  Treaties  plainly  proving  the  general  Opinion  of  difin- 
terefted  Courts,  that  the  French  Family  had  a  Right,  or  at; . 
lead  a  Colour  of  Right,  they  very  eafily  prevailed  that  the 
Validity  of  the  Renunciations  by  which  this  Right  was  fup^ 
pofed  to  be  deftroyed,  Jhould  be  examined  and  decided  at 
Rome, 

The  Piety  of  the  King  drew  him  into  this ;  and  there  was 
nothing  at  all  in  it  repugnant  to  Policy  or  Juftice,  the  Rcligioo 
of  all  the  Parties  being  confidered.  The  Pope  appointed  a  parr 
ticular  Congregation  to  examine  this  Affiur,  and  notwithftandt* 
ing  the  Exigency  thereof,  that  Congregation  went  through  it 
with  all  the  Gircumfpedign  that  its  Importance  feemed  to  de- 
mand. At  laft  they  came  to  a  Point,  and  determined  clearly 
that  the  Renunciations  were  void,  at  leaft  with  refped  to  the 
Pofterity  of  the  Princefles  who  made  them  ;  and  for  this  Dcci- 
fion  theygave  many,  and thofe  very  plaufible Reafens. 

The  Determination  of  the  Court  of  Rome  did  not  arrive  at 
Madrid  before  the  Month  of  Augufi  1 700,  when  the  King  was 
thought'  by  thofe  about  him  to  be  very  near  his  End.  The 
Cardinal  Porto-Carrero>  who  was  at  the  Head  of  the  Miniftry, 

frcued  his  Majefty  to  lofe  no  farther  Time,  but  to  fix  this 
tint,  on  which  the  future  Tranquillity  of  his  People  fo  much 
depended. 

The  Cardinal,  and  the  whole  Council,  were  inclined  to  pre- 
fer the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  to  the  Imperial  Branch  of  that  of 
^JiriQj  for  various  Reaforis.  Firft,  becaufe  from  the  late  De- 
ciuon,  the  Right  feemed  ineonteftably  in  that  Houfe;  next, 
becaufe  it  feemed  the  fureft  Means  of  difappointing  the  Treaty 
°f  Partition  ;  and  lafUy,  becaufe  they  had  felt  fo  many  Incon- 
veniences already  from  the  Dependence  of  Spain  upon  the  Em- 
pire, that  they  could  not  by  any  means  think  of  taking  fuch  a  * 
j*cp»  as  fhould  at  once  increafe  this  Dependence,  and  in  all 
human  Probability  fix  it  upon  the^m  for  ever,  if  it  fucceeded  ; 
*J*  if  it  did  not,  leave  France  at  liberty  to  difmember  their 
Monarchy,  while  they  had  r,bt  fo  much  a*  a  Pretence  to  demand 

"the 

Hgitizedby  VjC 


[  33°  3 

the  Afiftance  of  their  Allies,  who  had  in  the  mod  folema 
manner  acknowledged  the  Juftice  of  the  French  Preseni&oas  by 
the  two  Treaties  of  Partition, 

•  But  though  the  Spanijb  Miniftry  agreed  in  this  Point,  y« 
they  were  extremely  divided  in  another.  Some  were  for  call-! 
ing  the  Duke  of  Anj*u%  the  Dauphin's  fecond  Son,  to  the  Sue-! 
ccSion ;  while  others  were  bettersdifpofed-  to  the  Duke  ofCber- 
tnsy  eldeft  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  afterwards  Regent  of 
France  by  that  Title.  The  Reafon  upon  which  the  former 
Party  went  was  this,  that  the  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  be- 
ing in  the  Dauphin,  he  might  certainly,  if  he  pleafed,  traiufc 
it  to  his  fecond  Son  ;  and  the  great  Argument  ufed  by  the  Ut- 
ter, was,  that  the  Duke  of  Chartres  might  very  probably  w 
agreeable  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  prevent  any  Difpures 
about  the  Suoceffioru  Yet  the  Confideration  of  the  Power  ot 
the  French  King,  and  the  Improbability  that  he  would  employ 
this  Povver  in  favour  of  his  Nephew  againft  hi*  Grand-Child^, 
got  the  better  of  the  laft  Reafon,  andthe  Members  of  hisC* 
tholkrk  Majefty's  Council  of  State  agreed  to  call  the  Duke  a 
Jnjem  to  the  Succeflion. 

it  was  wkh  great  Difficulty  that  the  King  was  brought  d 
reli(h  this  Propofition ;  but  after  refieding  on  it  ferioufly,  be 
direded  his  laft  Will  and  Teftamant  to  be  drawn,  in  the  Pre- 
amble of  which  he  recited  the  Invalidity  of  the  Renunciations 
and  the  inconteftible  Right  of  the  Dauphin,  whofe  fecond  Son 
he  declared  his  Heir,  requiring  all  the  $ubjeds  of  the  Crow 
q{  Spain  in  all  Parts  of  his  Dominions  to  acknowledge  him  a 
fuch,  immediately  upon  his  Dcmife.  In  cafe  of  his  Deceit 
without  Heirs,  his  younger  Brother  the  Duke  of  Berry  was  o 
be  called  to  the  Succeffion,  which  failing,  the  Crown  was  li- 
mited to  the  Archduke  Charles,  and  after  him  to  the  Dukctf 
flawy  and  his  Children. 

This  Will  was  figned  with  all  the  requifitc  Formalities  upon 
die  2d  ofOtteber^  and  this  Fad  was  generally  known,  but  the 
Contents  of  the  Will  were  kept  an  abfolute  Secret,  The  Im- 
perial Minifter  Count  De  Harrack  had  no  doubt  that  the  S*> 
ceffor  appointed  was  the  Archduke,  and  was  therefore  very  wcu 
pleafed  the  Thing  was  done.  The  French  Minifter  Count/5; 
Horcourty  who  had  a  much  better  Intereft  with  the  Spay 
Grandees,  received  fuch  Intimations  as  kept  him  eafy»  andtr:: 
Miniftry*  for  their  own  Security,  gave  private  Intelligence  u: 
this  great  Event  to  the  French  King. 

After  the  Signing  his-  Will  his  Catbolick  Majcfty  grew  betrc , 
and  continued  fo  for  about  a  Fortnight,  then  rebpfcd,  n* 
expired  on  the  a8th  of  Q&ober  1700,  in  the  39th  1ftar  of  h< 
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Age,  and  the  35th  of  his  Reign,  which  he  had  (pent  very 
iinprofperoufly  for  hunfelf  as  well  as  for  his  Subject,  and  died 
very  uneafy,  as  having  a  juft  Forcfight  of  the  MMchiefs  that 
bis  Death  muft  rhcvitaMy  bring  upon  his  People.  He  was 
no  fooner  deceafed,  than  the  Grandees  aflembkd  at  the  Palace 
in  order  to  open  his  Teftament,  and  the  Imperial  MiniAer 
went  thither  alio ;  but  was  amaa'd  to  hear  at  his  Arrival,  that 
the  Duke  of  jfnjm  was  by  die  late  King's  Will  declared  his  Sue- 
ccflbr,  of  which  he  gave  his  Mafter  Notice  as  foon  as  it  was  in 
L;s  Power. 

The  Regency  appointed  by  the  feme  Will  took  upon  them 
the  Government,  and  difpatched  inftandy  Letters  of  Felicita- 
tion and  Invitation  to  .their  new  Monarch  \  but  though  they 
agreed  in  this,  yet  their  Harmony  lafted  not  long.  The  Queen 
Dowager,  and  the  Incjuifitor  General,  who  were  both  of  the 
Regency,  began  to  cabal  againft  their  new  King  ;  but  Cardinal 
Prto-Carrtro  remained  firm  to  his  firft  Principles,  and  laboured 
hard  to  perfuade  all  the  Nobility  of  the  Neceffity  they  were 
under  of  attaching  themfelves  unanimously  to  the  Intereft  of 
King  Philip  :  of  the  Confluences  and  Effects  of  his  Exhor- 
tations, we  (hall  rpcak  oopioufly  hereafter. 

But  before  we  quit  this  Subjed,  and  enter  upon  the  Hrftory 
of  the  next  Reign,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  fane* 
thing  new  which  may  be  faid  upon  this  Head,  tho'  often  hand- 
led by  the  ableft  Pens,  and  considered  over  and  over  again  by 
the  greateft  Politicians.  The  Reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  the  War,  to  which  an  End  was  put  by  the  Peace  of  Nime- 
{«**)  by  which  Spain  loft  fo  many  fine  Towns  and  fair  Coun- 
tries in  the  Nstherlsmdsy  was  commenced  by  France  under  a 
Colour  of  that  Right  the  King  had  by  his  Wife  (notwithftand- 
ing  all  Renunciations)  to  thole  Places,  and  to  many  more  which 
belonged  to  him  by  the  fame  Right. 

This  was  faid  to  arife  from  the  Jus  Devolutions  whichpre- 
vails  in  Brabant)  and  which  in  few  Words  is  this:  That 
*hcre  a  Man  has  two  Wives,  the  Heirs  of  his  firft  Wife,  Male 
and  Female,  are  Heirs  to  each  other  before  the  Children  of  the 
fecond  Marriage ;  and  therefore  upon  the  Death  of  Prince  Bal* 
*W,  his  Catholick  Majefty's  eldeft  Son,  the  moft  Chriftian 
King  claimed  thefc  Countries  in  Right  of  the  Infanta  Maria 
There/a^  Sifter  of  the  whole  Blood  to  Prince  Balthazar,  in  virtue 
of  the  Jus  Devolutions. 

There  have  been  whole  Volumes  written  on  each  Side 
of  this  Controverfy,  with  which  I  (hall  not  meddle  at  all ; 
but  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Right,  as  well  as  Power,  was 

°n  the  Side  qi  Francs.    I  flujl  alfo  take  it  for  granted,  that 
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ffcemoft  Chriftian  King  and  his  Son  the  Dauphin  might 
fign,  as  thev  did  to  the  Duke*of  Am*uy  all  their  Rights;  fi. 
whence  it  clearly  follows,  that  'Philip  V.  was  the  Keprefcnt 
tive  of  the  Infanta  Maria  There/a,  and  had  a  jtjft  Tide  to 
her  Rights ;  from  whence  I  think  there  can  be  nothing  plaii 
or  more  incontcftable,  than  that  all  the  Countries  and  Pla< 
yielded  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen,  belonged  of  Rigl 
to  the  late  King  \>f  Spain,  and  belong  now  to  his  prefent  C 
ftholick  Majefty,  who,  if  he  pleafed,  might  have  refign'd  thi 
to  his  Brother  Don  Philip,  and  thereby  provided  him  a  Settii 
ment,  which  would  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  gei 
Tranquillity  of  Europe* 

As  (bon  as  his  raoft  Chriftian  Majefty  was  informed  of 
the  Death  of  King  Charles  II.  of  Spain,  and  that  his  Grand- 
fon  the  Duke  of  jfnjou  was  called  to  his  Succeffion,  he  pre* 
pared  for  maintaining  him  in  the  Pofleffion  of  that  Kingdom, 
which  he  forefaw  would  be  dtfputed  by  the  Houk  of  Aujlm 
and  its  Allies.  He  called  indeed  for  Form-lake  a  great  Coun- 
cil, to  eonfider  whether  he  (houlcf  accept  the  Will  of  the 
deceafed  King  or  not ;  but  from  the  previous .  Difpofitions 
on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain,  and  in  the  Low-Countries,  it  evir 
dently  appeared  that  he  had  bag  before  refblved  what  Pan 
to  take. 

Yet  it  was  not  till  this  Council  had  decided  in  Favour  of  the 
Will,  that  he  acknowledged  his  Grandfon  as  the  Heir  of  the 
Spanijh  Monarchy,  gave  him  the  Title  of  Philip  V.  and  con- 
sented to  his  going  into  Spain.  It  muft  be  allowed  bis  Meafures 
were  well  taken  upon  this  Qccafion \  and  that  the  new  King 
jcame  into  the  full  Pofleffipn  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  a  man- 
ner that  muft  be  no  lefe  furprjzing  to  Pofterity,  than  it  was  to 
fil  Europe  at  the  Time  it  happened.  But  it  muft  be  allowed 
on  the  other  hand,  that  this  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
the  intra&ahle  Difpofition  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  where  they 
jqpked  upon  the  Succeffion  to  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  as  a  Thing 
fo  certain,  that  they  would  never  ponfent  to  any  Propofals  made 
by  their  A  Hies  for  oppofing  in  Time  the  Scheme  qt  the  Houic 
of  Bourbon, 

.The  Maritime  Powers  were  by  this  means  put  ynder  the 
great^ft  Difficulties ;  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  admitted  the  French 
•Troops  into  the  Netherlands,  of  which  be  was  Governor ;  and 
the  Prince  of  Vaudemont  declared  for  King  Philip  in  Italy,  it 
-was  this  determined  both  England  and  Holland,  to  diffemble 
for  the  prefent,  and  to  acknowledge  King  Philip  $  and  King 
JVilliam  and  the  States  General  a&ually  wrote  him  Letters  6( 
Felicitation  uppn  bis  tecef&on*  notwithttanding  xhey  at  the 
2  "  verj 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


by  Time  were  determined  to  conteft  bis  Title  to  ttial 
(town. 

[It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  within  the  narrow  Bounds  pre- 
bibed  to  this  Article  we  fhouW  pretend  to  give  the  Hiftory 
|  the  War,  occafioncd  by  At  Afcceffioh  of  Philip  V.  nor 
ideed  is  it  at  all  neceflary.  We  fliall  content  ourfelvcs  with 
Nerving,  that  when  the  Gratad  Alliance  was  firft  formed  there 
mi  nothing  farther  propofcd  than'  the  obtaining  a  proper  Bar- 
ier  for  the  Dutcby  and  a  reafonable  Equivalent  tor  the  Houfe  of 
h/lria. 

But  after  die  Archduke  Charles  had  affirmed  the  Title  of 
wing  of  Spain,  and  the  prodigious  Suecefles  of  the  Allies  in 
be  Beginning  of  the  War  hadraifcd  their  Spirit  and  Hopes, 
hey  now  projected  no  left  than  the  entire  Conqueft  of  the 
Ifanijb  Monarchy  \  and  after  the.  Battle  of  Turks,  by  which 
be  French  and  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Italy  >  there 
Scarce  any  Doubt  to  be-  made  that  they  might  have  carried 
heir  Point,  as  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Portugstefi  they  were. 
Rome  Matters  of  a  great  Part  of  Spain,  and  even  of  the  Car- 
nal j  the  Auftrian'ViTVj  in  that  Kingdom  having  done  as  mucri 
w  more  than,  all  Things  conlidered,  could  well  be  expc&cdL 
torn  them* 
But  no  Care  being  taken  in  the  Autumn  of  1706,  tafendr 
»er  proper  Reinforcements  to  the  .Affiftance  of  King  Charles* 
ting  Philip. btgtn  to  recover  Strength  ;  and  in  April  1707  the 
)uke  of  BertoicJt,  who  commanded  his  Forces,  obtained  fo 
°tal  a  Vi&ory  at  Almanza,  and  purfued  it  with  fo  much  Spirit 
ud  Diligeence,  that  before  the  End  of  the  Year,  the  Face  of 
U&ira  was  entirely  changed  in  that  Kingdom. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  after  this  the  Allies  made  a  considerable 
*«$refs,  and  in  the  Month  of  Augujl  17 10,  gain'd  the  Battle 
fSaragoffb,  which  opened  a  Pafiage  for  Charles  III,  to  Madrid, 
uo  which  Cky  he  made  his  publick  Entry  in  the  Middle  of 
be  next  Month ;  but  the  Difpofttions  of  the  Spaniards  were 
■w  changed,  and  they  adhered  fo  firmly  to  King  Philip,  that 
*fore  the  Clofe  of  that  #  Year,  King  Charles  was  again,  after 
rtng  a  Battle,  driven  back  into  Catalonia. 
In  the  Month  of  April  17x1,  died  the  Emjieror  Jofepb,  and 
hereby  left  King  Charles  UL  the  fole  Heir  Male  of  the  Houfe 
Uuftriay  which  altered  the  State  of  Things  extremely,  be- 
aufe  it  appeared  now  equally  dangerous  to  give  the  Spanijb  as 
'ell  as  Imperial  Dominions  to  this  Prince,  or  to  leave  them  to 
Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ♦,  and  there  remained  no  Ex- 
cdient  that  could  be  thought  of,  for  preventing  one  or  other 
fthcfe  Events* 

The 
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The  Houfe  otJu/Ma  waa  at  that  Time  in  Poflcffion  of 
the  Spanijh  Netherlands*  and  all  the  Dominions  that  had  be 
longed  to  that  Crown  on  the  Continent  of  Italy*  which  gave 
an  Opportunity  to  the  *  French  Court  to  infuiuftte  to  the  ncv 
Mtniftry  in  England  the  Neceffity  as  well  as  Expedience  tt 
putting  an  End  to  (o  Jong  a  War,  upon  Terms  agreeable  to 
the  firft -Scheme  of  the  Grand  Alliance;  and  thia  in  the  End 
brought  about  the  Peace  of  Utreebt*  which  waa  concluded  a 

By  this  Treaty  King  Philip  yielded. to  Great-Britain  the 
Town  and  Cattle  of  Gibraltar*  and  the  Mand  of  A&omta*  fa 
v  ever.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples*  the  Duchy  of  Milan*  and  the 
reft  of  the  Spantjh  Dominions  in  Italy,  together  with  the  libod 
of  Sardinia*  and  the  Low-Gountrits*  to  the  Emperor  Charles  VL 
and  the  Ifland  of  Sicily  with  the  Title  of  King  to  the  Duke  erf 
Savoy. 

It  mutt  be  allowed  that  the  Treaty  of  Vtreeht  waa  liable  to 
great  Exceptions  ;  bat  however,  the  End  of  the  Grand  Alli- 
ance was  in  fome  mcidure^aofwsrfed  by  it.  The  Crowns  of 
Franc*  and  Spam  were  divided*  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Juflriq  conuderahly  augmented,  and  the  Balance  of  Eurefe  in 
fome  meafure  fettled.  But  notwithftanding  this,  King  Phty 
was  not  left  in  quiet  PoffdBon  of  his  Dominions,  to  wfccb 
the  Emperor  ftill  kept  up  hia  Claim ;  and  the  Principality  of 
Catalonia*  and  the  Ifland  of  Majorca*  though  evacuated  bv  the 
Auftriau  Troops,  refufed .  to  fubmit,  and  were  not  reduced 
without  a  great  deal  of  Trouble,  and  much  Effufion  of  Blood; 
fo  that  the  Force  of  Spain  feemed  at  the  Conclufion  of  tbb 
War,  exhaufted  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  there  waa  not  much  to 
be  feared  from  her,  notwithftanding  her  being  left  in  Poflcfton 
of  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bnurboju 

It  was  the  Policy  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  match  both  his  Gfaod- 
fona,  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Anjme*  into  the  Houie  <* 
Savoy ;  and  though  in  the  firft  Inftanco  his  Policy  facmed  lobe 
diiappointed,  fince  the  Duke  of  Savoy  took  Part  with  the  Al- 
lies throughout  the  whole  War,  yet  hia  Daughter  the  Q&* 
of  Spain*  by  her  engaging  Behaviour;  acquired  the  Afib&i**" 
the  Spanijb  Nobility,  and  thereby  contributed  not  a  little  to 
maintain  her  Confort  on  the  Throne. 

She  died  the  14th  of  February  1714,  and  left  behind  ber 
two  Sons;  Don  Lewis,  born  in  1707,  who  became  King  ot 
Spain  by  the  Refignation  of  his  Father  j  and  Don  Fordou*. 
born  the  23d  of  September  1713,  who  is  the  prefent  King  °* 
Spain.  By  her  Deceajc  King  Philip  was  left  at  Liberty  10 
ftrengthen  his  Intereft  by  a  fecond  Marriage,  which  be  con- 
-»  eluded 
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eluded  in  a  few  Months  with  the  Princds  Eltxaheth  Farnefi, 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  and  Heireis  not  only  of  that 
Duchy,  but  alio  expectant  Heirefs  of  Tufcany,  which  Marriage 
was  made  with  a  View  to  revive  the  IntercA  of  the  Houfc  of 
imbon  in  Italy ^  which  had  been  in  a  meaner  extinguilhed  by 
ihdate  Peace.  ^       ^ 

The  new  Queen  brought  her  Fathers  Minifler  into  Power, 
who  was  afterwards  fo  well  known  by  the  Title  of  Cardinal 
Aiberoni,  who  died  lately.  This  Man,  who  tnuft  be  allowed, a 
great  Genius,  projected  the  Revival  of  the  Spamfl  Power,,  and 
the  Recovery  of  her  Italian  Dominions,  at  a  Time  when  the 
former  was  thought  very  difficult,  and  the  latter  appeared  totally 
impracticable. 

It  is  true,  that  he  did  not  abfolutdy  fixxeed  in  this  Scheme  ;  v 
but  it  is  no  leis  true,  that  he  came  much  nearer  it  than  any 
body  could  have  imagined  5  for  he  put  the  Affairs  of  Spain  into 
ftich  Order,  that  {he  had  Fleets  and  Armies  capabje  of  alarming 
her  Neighbours,  with  which  he  actually  recovered  Sardinia,  and 
would  have  recovered  Sicily,  if  the  Britijh  naval  Power  had  not 
imerpofed,  and  given  fuch  a  Blow  at  Mejpna  to  his  Catholick. 
Majefty's  Maritime  Forces,  as  ruined  all  his  Schemes  at  once  % 
and  which  was  ftill  more,  obliged  his  Matter  to  part  with  him, 
and  to  accede  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  which  was  fet  on  foot 
tofupply  the  Defects  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  tofixth*  . 
Tranquillity  of  Europe  upon  a  more  flable  Bafis. 

By  this  Alliance  Sardinia  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
inftead  of  Sicily ;  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  agreed,  that  Don 
Carlos,  his  Catholick  Majefty's  firft-born  Son  by  his.  fecond 
Wife,  fhould  fucceed  to  Parma  and  Tufcany.  In  1721,  a  Mar- 
riage was  concluded  between  the  French  King  Lewis  XV.  and 
the  Infanta  of  Spain,  which,  as  we  have  fhewn  elfewheie,  did 
not  take  Effect ;  but  another  concluded  at  the  fame  time  did, 
thereby  Lewis  Prince  of  AJiurias  efpoufed  the  fourth  Daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  Regent  of  France. 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Prince  laft  mentioned,  it  is  believed, 
that  his  Catholick  Majefty  entertained  fame  Hopes  of  re- 
turning into  France,  and  affuming  the  Government  of  that 
Kingdom  in  the  Name  of  his  Nephew ;  but  whatever  his 
Motive  was,  on  the  15th  of  January  1724,  he  actually  re* 
^ued  the  Kingdom  to  his  Son  Don  Lewis  Prince  of  Ajhi* 
Twy  who  is  allowed  to  have  had  as  great  Abilities  as  could 
t>e  expected  in  one  of  his  Years,  whofe  Manners  as  well  as 
frrth  endeared  him  to  the  Spaniards,  and  who  in  the  Be* 
ginning  of  his  Adminiftration  gave  great  Hopes  of  bis  provi-  , 
inS  a  wife  and  beneficent  Monarch.    But  on  the  30th  of 
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jtugufl  following  Be  died,  in  the  eighteenth'  Year  of  his  Age 
to  the  inexpreffible  Grief  of  his  Father,  as  well  as  of  has 
Subjects. 

Upon  the  Demife  of  Don  Lewis,  it  was  judged,  that  in  the 
natural  and  legal  Courfe  of  Things,  his  Brother  Don  Ferdi* 
nandfbaute  have  fucceeded  him  in  the  Throne  ;  but  the  Fear 
of  a  Minority,  and  perhaps  firnie  other  Reafons,  induced  the 
Spaniards  to  prevail  upon  Philip  V.  to  refume  the  Government, 
which  he  did,  but  with  Relu&ahcy $  whether  real  or  feign  d,  is 
bard  to  determine. 

He'apply'd  himfelf  very  clofely  to  Bufinefs,  and  being  ex- 
tremely provok'd  at  the  fending  back  of  the  Infanta  from 
France,  he  began  to  meditate  new  and  ftrahge  Defigns;  or 
rather  fuch  were  infufed  into  his  Mind  by  the  Queen  and  his 
Minifters.  It  is  generally  believed,  and  not  without  good 
Grounds,  that  Cardinal  Alberoni,  who  was  then  at  Rome,  con- 
trived that  amazing  Scene  which  aftonifhed  all  Europe-,  at  leaft 
it  is  certain,  that  it  was  managed  and  tranfacled  by  one  of  his 
Creatures,  a  Man  born  to  make  a  Figure  in  unquiet  Times, 
and  who,  as  he  deferted  the  Service  of  his  Country,  no  other 
Prince  ought  to  have  relied  on. 

This  was  the  famous  Ripper  da,  who  negotiated  the  Treaty 
of  Vietma,  by  which  the  Emperor  Charles  V 1.  and  King  Pbiiip, 
in  whofe  (Quarrel  fuch  Rivers  of  Blood  had  been  fhed,  and  fuch  I 
irhmenfe  Treafures  expended,  run  into  a  clofe  Alliance  for  the 
mutual  Support  of  each  other's  Intereft,  againft  thofe.  very 
Powers  which  had  facrificed  fo  much  for  the  Aggrandi foment  of 
bcth.  The  true  Motives  to  this  Angular  Meafure  are  by  many 
held  to  remain  dill  fecret ;  but  it  feems  to  be  pretty  evident,  that 
the  Views  of  the  Emperor  were  immediate,  and  thofe  of  Spain 
more  at  a  Diftance. 

.  The  former  thought,  that  by  this  means  he  fhould  eftablift 
hi*  (Mend  Company,  by  which  he  hoped  to  revive  the  Trade  of 
the  Low-Countries,  tho'  at  the  Expence  of  his  old  Friends  the 
Dutch  5  the  latter  confented  to  the  aggrandizing  the  Imperial 
Power,  from  the  flattering  Expectation  that  Don  Carlos  by  mar- 
rying the  eldeft  Archduchefs,  at  prcfent  Emprefs  and  Queen  of 
Hungary,  would  become  the  Succeflbr  to  that  Branch  of  the 
Houfeof  Juftria,  as  himfelf  had  been  of  the  other,  by  which 
he  feemed  to  renounce  his  Engagements  with  France. 

This  ftrangc  Turn  was  more  extraordinary,  confidering 
the  Time  in  which  it  happened,  when  both  France  and  the 
Maritime  Powers  were  labouring  to  bring  about  in  a  rational 
and  effectual  Manner;  fuch  an  Accommodation  as  thefe  Mo- 
jwrcte  hattily  and  (if  ws  may   fay  without  Indecency)  in- 
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sJnfidcratdv  clapp'd  up,  with  Views  only  to  their  private  Ad- 
rantage.  To  balance  this  Vienna  Alliance,  France^  the  Mari- 
time rowers,  and  Pruffia*  entered  into  the  famous  Treaty  of 
Hanover •,  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  Interefts,  which 
they  thought  could  never  be  fafe,  while  this  unnatural  Conjunc* 
tion  fubfifted. 

The  Emperor  and  the  Catholick  King,  or  rather  his  Queert 
(for  ihe  was  at  the  Bottom  of  all  this)  feemed  determined  to 
perfift  in  the  Execution  of  Schemes  from  whence  they  expe&ed 
to  derive  fuch  mighty  Advantages ;  but  the  Hawrvet  Allies  took  j 

their  Meafures  fo  efiedually,  that  they  were  obliged,  after  fome  I 

fruitkfs  Attempts,  to  fubmit  to  the  old  Method  of  determining  ! 

all  Differences  by  a  Negotiation,  which  produced  the  Congreis  I 

of  SoiJ/ins. 

This  Corigrefe  was  opened  the  14th  of  June  1728,  but  to 
very  little  Purpofe,  except  that  it  ferved  to  fliew  the  Afcendency 
which  the  French  Minifter  Cardinal  Fleury  had  gained  by  an  Ap- 
pearance of  Probity,  and  an  exterior  Diiplay  of  Equity  and  Mo- 
deration ;  which  demonftrates,  that  univerfal  Monarchy  might 
he  attained  by  any  powerful  Prince,  who  really  poflefe'd  thofr 
Virtues.  But  this  Situation  growing  tirefome  to  the  Br.'  •>; 
Nation,  their  Minifters  entered  into  a  fecret  Negotiation  witn 
the  Crown  of  Spain,  ending  in  the  famous  Treaty  of  Seville  ; 
which  it  was  expe&ed  would  have  determined  all  Differences, 
and  put  a  Period  to  the*  Labours  of  the  Minifters  on  both  iJides. 
But  this  was  fo  far  from  anfwering  thofe  (anguine  Expectations, 
that  the  two  next  Years  were  taken  up  in  contriving  Expe- 
dients for  carrying  what  was  ftipulated  by  that  Treaty  into  Exe- 
cution. 

It  is  absolutely  rieceffary  that  we  ihould  defcend  a  little  into  . 
Particulars.*  His  Catholick  Majefty's  fecond  Marriage  was  with 
a  View  to  his  Confbrt's  Succeffion  in  Italy>  and  this  was  fe- 
ared to  him  upon  his  acceding  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance  ; 
*at  again  was  ratified  by  a  fubfequent  Treaty,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Vienna  Alliance;,  but  for  the  Emperor's  Security 
Y was  fettled,  that  Swifs  and  not  SpaAi/h  Troops  fhould  be 
pit  into  Italy  to  maintain  Don  Carlos  in  the  Countries  yielded  to 
■«n  bv  thefc  feveral  Treaties,  But  the  Treaty  of  Seville  altered 
ftis  Method,  and  provided  that  Spanijh  Troops  fliould  be  fub-  . 
ptuted  inftead  of  Swifs.  To  which  the  Emperor,  as  it  might 
Je  reafonably  expefted,  refufed  his  Confent  in  the  moft  pofitive 
»d  direft  Terms. 

tft  was  to  get  over  this  Difficulty  with  him  that  new 
cgottations  were  neceffary,  and  at  length  the  Thing  "was 
ought  about  j    the  Infant  Don  Carlos  was   fent   to  Italy 
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with  Spanijb  Troops,  and  received  in  quality  of  Heir  Ap- 
parent by  the  Grand  Duke  ofTufcany,  which  it  was  hoped 
would  have  contributed  much,  not  only  to  the  pacifying  thefe 
Troubles,  but  fecuring  the  Peace  of  Europe,  for  the  prefent  Age 
at  leaft. 

But  as  the  ableft  Politicians  are  very  liable  to  miftake  5  this 
laft  Step  proved  the  Caufe  of  a  War,  notwithftanding  that 
the  Maritime  Powers  had  made  a  new  Treaty  with  the  Em- 
peror, on  purpofe  to  facilitate  it.  The  Infant  Don  Cork 
arrived  in  Italy  in  1731,  and  being  in  pofleffion  of  all  the 
Dominions  to  which  his  expe&atife  Right  had  created  lb 
many  Difputes,  his  Mother  formed  new  Schemes  for  enlar- 
ging his  Power,  and  for  enabling  him  to  aJSimeand  main- 
tain the  regal  Dignity.  In  order  to  this  (he  fet  on  foot  In- 
trigues in  France,  to  engage  even  the  pacific  Cardinal  in  a 
Meafure  dire&Iy  repugnant  to  his  Syftem  $  and  (he  endeavour- 
ed to  engage  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  facilitate  this  Defign, 
by  the  Promife  of  the  Duchy  of  Milan.  His  Majefty  had 
fome  Reaibns  to  wifh  well  to  the  Spanijb  Power,  becaufc 
of  his  being  next  in  the  Entail  of  that  Monarchy  j  and  be 
had  ftronger  Reafons  to  diflike  the  Meafures  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  which  in  refped  to  him  were  not  altogether  fojuft, 
and  by  no  means  fo  grateful  or  decent  as  they  ought  to  have 
been.  1 

Thefe  were  the  Motives  to  a  new  Confederacy,  which  upon  | 
the  Death  of  the  King  of  Poland  m  1737,  broke  out  into  a 
War  in  Italy  $  and  in  the  Year  following  Don  Carh$%  or  rather  j 
the  Spanijb  General  Menttmar,  conquered  the  Kingdom  of  I 
Naples,  where  he  fought  one  decifive  Battle  at  Bitonto,  of  which) 
to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  his  Vi&ory,  he  was  nude  Duke.  I 

As  for  the  Ifland  of  Sicily,  the  Inhabitants,   tho'  not  very 
remarkable  for  their  Loyalty  or  Steadineft,  had  long  Ihewn  an 
AfreSion  for  the  Spanijb  Government,  which  put  Don  Carlos  in  j 
pofleffion  of  that  Country  without  a  Stroke.    The  Emperor, 
though  he  had  no  Affiftance  from  his  Allies,  made  a  tolerable  1 
Defence  in  Italy  j  and  the  Circumftances  of  things  inclining  the ! 
Court  of  France  to  a  Peace,  while  it  was  in  her  Power  to  be 
well  paid  for  it,  Spain  was  forced  to  fubmit,  and  by  this  means 
publick  Quiet  was  reftored  in  1 735. 

By  thisreace  Don  Carlos  remained  King  of  the  Two  Smith 
and  thereby  ere&ed  a  third  Monarchy  in  the  Houfe  ofBevrtoi 
but  then  he  relinquifhed  his  maternal  Succeffion,  which  was 
(confidering  the  different  Conditions  of  the  Countries)  perhaps 
a  full  Equivalent  for  it-  His  Sardinian  Majefty,  who  had  ha* 
zarded  much,  and  whole  Qpminions  had  futtctcd  txoc&vdf 
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by  the  War,  gained  very  little,  if  we  except  his  gaining  fuel* 
an  experimental  Knowledge  of  the  good  Faith  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon*  as  will  fcarce  allow  him  to  truft  it  again.  Franc* 
who  pretended  to  get  nothing,  got  all ;  for  flic  had  Lorram 
added  to  her  Dominions,  without  any  Colour  of  Right,  except 
the  moft  inglorious  abandoning  King  Stamflotts*  chofen  a  fe- 
cond  time  King  of  Poland*  could  be  fo  called.  This  Treaty 
was  concluded  at  Vienna*  with  which,  except  Franc**  none  of 
the  contracting  Powers  either  were,  or  had  any  Reafon  to  be  fa- 
tisfied.  After  this  King  Philip  might  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  fpend  the  Remainder  of  his  Days 
in  Peace  ;  and  indeed  this  very  probably  might  be  all  the  View 
he  had  \  but  for  his  Queen,  her  Views  were  without  End.  She 
had  made  her  eldeft  Son  a  King,  her  third  a  Cardinal,  almoft  in 
his  Cradle ;  and  after  all  this,  Europe  muft  be  once  more  em- 
broiled, rather  than  her  fccond  Son  Don  Philip  fliould  mifs  the 
being  made  an  independent  Prince.  To  influence  Franc*  in 
his  Favour  ihe  had  married  him  to  a  French  Princefs ;  and  to 
bring  the  King  of  Sardinia  into  her  Scheme,  (he  promifed  him 
any  thing,  but  to  no  effeft.  She  endeavoured  likewife  to  cajole 
the  Court  of  GreauBritain*  but  to  no  Purpofe.  She  then  caufetf 
the  King  to  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  the  Complaints  that  were  con* 
tinually  made  of  Depredations  committed  in  the  fVe/l-Indies* 
which  produced  ?t  laft  a  War  between  the  two  Nations,  ex- 
tremely prejudicial  to  their  mutual  Interefts,  and  not  lefs  fo  to 
her  own,  had  (he  confidered  them  in  a  true  Light ;  but  Ambi- 
tion is  uftndly  blind,  and  the  Defire  of  acquiring,  defeats  the 
Power  of  difcovering  the  Means  of  Acquifition. 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Vlth,  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  having  refolved  to  employ  their 
utmoft  Force  to  humble,  at  leaft,  if  not  to  deftroy  it,  the  Crown 
of  Spain  entered  into  this  Confederacy  wtfh  a  View  of  fpeedily 
carrying  its  Point  in  Italy*  without  the  leaft  Recoiled  ion  of  heir 
Guaranty  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  with  all  the  So- 
lemnity of  which  an  Aft  of  that  fort  was  capable.  The  Mea* 
fares  taken  for  the  ConduS  of  this  War,  tho9  attended  with  an 
immenfe  Expence,  were  from  the  very  Beginning,  far  from 
being  fucceftful.  It  was  with  infinite  Difficulty  that  Troops 
were  tranfported  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  ana  when  there,  i% 
was  found  no  eafy  Matter  to  provide  for  them  Magazines,  and 
I  was  going  to  fay,  a  proper  Train  of  Artillery,  but  that  could 
not  be  provided  at  all. 

The  Duke  de  Montemar*  the  beft  Officer  in  the  Spamjb*  and 
indeed  one  of  the  beft  Generals  in  any  Service,  was  put  at  the 
Head  of  this  Arm v  in  the  Summer  of  1742,  with  Inftrudion* 
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to  penetrate  into  Lombard},  through  the  Papal  Dominions.  He 
could  not  do  this  time  enough  to  fave  the  Duke  of  Modern, 
whofe  Dominions  were  fwallowed  up  by  the  Allies,  and  his 
Troops,  to  the  Number  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  Men, 
made  Prifoners  and  difarmed.  The  Aujlrian  and  Piedmonteje 
Army  then  marched  to  find  out  the  Dulce,  who  gave  the  lail 
Marks  of  his  Military  Skill  in  making  a  very  fine  Ketreat  from 
a  fupcrior  and  vi&orious  Enemy,  in  wnich  he  occafioned  more 
Lofs  to  them  than  he  received.  This,  however,  gave  no  Sa- 
tisfaction to  the  Court  of  JUadrid,  who  foon  after  removed 
him  from  his  Command,  to  beftow  it  on  a  Flemijh  Officer  of 
great  Experience,  the  Count  de  Gages,  who  continued  to  com- 
mand it  with  no  great  Succefs  indeed,  but  with  very  high  and 
juft  Reputation  to  himfelf  during  the  whole  War. 

It  is  not  at  all  neceflary  to  our  Defign  to  enter  here  into  a 
Detail  of  the  Operations  in  Italy,  of  which  we  (hall  have  Occ*- 
lion  to  fpeak  more  at  large  elfewhere  ;  and  therefore  it  (hall  fuf- 
fice  to  fay,  that  after  five  Campaigns,  in  which  there  perifhed  at 
leaft  Fourfcore  Thoufand  Men,  and  for  the  Expence  of  which 
the  Crown  of  Spain  did  not  difburfe  fo  little  as  one  hundred  Mil- 
lions of  Pieces  of  Eight,  things  fell  into  the  mod  defperate  Con- 
dition imaginable.  The  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  after  buffering 
a  kind  of  Siege  in  his  Camp,  where  he  remained  to  cover  his 
Kingdom  from  an  Invafion,  was  at  length  obliged  to  have  re- 
coufe  to  another  Neutrality  ;  the  Infant  Don  Philips  after  rift- 
ing a  defperate  Battle  at  Rottofreddo,  which  with  the  Hazard  of 
his  Life  opened  him  the  Means  of  Flight,  abandoned  Italy ;  and 
the  Republickof  Genoa,  which  had  embraced  the  Spanijb  Caufe, 
was  left  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Germans^  who  became  Matters 
even  of  the  Capital. 

Under  thefe  Misfortunes,  and  worn  out  with  Age  and  In- 
firmities, Philip  the  Fifth  departed  this  Life  on  the  29th 
of  June  1746,  in  his  Grand  Climaderic,  and  in  the  46th 
Year  of  his  Reign.^  He  was  a  Monarch  endowed  with  few 
great  Qualities,  but  at  the  fame  time  blemifhed  with  ftill 
fewer  Vices.  He  was  governed  by  his,  two  Queens,  and  owed 
entirely  to  them  the  different  Circumftances  in  which  at  certain 
Periods  of  his  Life  he  found  his  Affairs.  They  were  both  Ita- 
lians, both  Princefles  of  great  Abilities,  but  of  very  different 
Tempers.  His  firft  Queen,  the  Daughter  of  the  late  King  of 
Sardinia,  and  the  Sifter  of  the  prefent,  was  the  moft  amiable 
Woman  in  the  World  in  her  Behaviour,  and  by  engaging  the 
Hearts  of  the  Spaniards  preferved  the  Throne  to  her  iiufband. 
The  fecond,  formed  by  the  Leffons  of  Cardinal  Alberoni,  knew 
likewife  how  to  raife  a  ftrong  Party  to  herfett  among  the  Spamjb 
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Grandees ;  and  tho*  ft  was  generally  believed  thatfuehas  were 
not  in  her  Intereft  were  far  fuperior  in  Number,  and  that/the 
Death  of  the  King  would  have  entirely  demolifhed  her  Power, 
yet  Time  has  (hewn  the  contrary  j  and  that  notwithftanding 
what  the  Spaniards  have  fuffered  by  purfuing  her  Pretentions  in 
Italy,  they  ftjli  preferve  a  very  high  Refpe&  and  Efteem  for  her 
Perfon,  or  at  leaft  affedt  it,  on  account  of  her  having  ftill  fo 
good  a  Reverfionary  Right  to  Power. 

The  King  at  his  Deceafe,  befides  the  Prince  of  AJlurias,  of 
the  firft  Bed,  left  behind  him,  by  his  fecond  Confort,  three  Sons 
and  three  Daughters,  viz.  Don  Carlos,  whom  with  vaft  Expencc 
and  Trouble  be  had  feated  on  the  Throne  of  the  Sicilies, 
eipoufed  to  a  Saxon  Princefs  j  the  Infant  Don  Philip,  married  10 
the  eldeft  of  the  French  Princefles  j  the  Cardinal  Infant  Don  Lewis? 
Archbifliop  of  Toledo  and  of  Seville.  The  Infanta  Mary- Anne- 
Victoria,  Queen  Regent  of  Portugal;  the  Infanta  Maria-Terefa% 
married  to  the  Dauphin  of  France,  fince  deceafed  j  and  the  In- 
fanta  Maria- Antonietta-Ferdinanda,  then  in  her  17th  Year,  at 
prefent  Duchefs  of  Savoy. 

Ferdinand  the  Vlth  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  33d  Year  of  his 
Age,  having  married  January  8, 1729,  the  Infanta  Mary  Mag^ 
dalena  of  Portugal,  near  two  Years  older  than  himfelf,  by  whom 
he  has  no  Iffue.  It  was  generally  believed  upon  the  Acceffion 
of  this  Monarch  that  Things  would  have  taken  entirely  a  new 
Turn  in  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  his  Catholick  Majeftv,  or  at 
leaft  his  Minifters,  took  fome  Pains  to  keep  up  this  Opinion,  . 
from  whence  they  reaped  very  confiderable  Advantages.  The 
War,  however,  was  carried  on  with  Vigour,  becaufe,  as  the 
new  King  published  in  his  Manifeftoes,  it  was  very  earneftly  re- 
commended to  him  by  his  Father ;  and  at  the  fame  time  it  was 
given  out,  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  looked  upon  it  as  a  Print 
of  Policy,  as  well  as  of  Duty,  to  procure  his  Brother  an  Efta- 
blifhment  in  Italy  \  fo  that  it  was  very  quickly  difcerned  that  a 
Peace  was  not  to  be  had  without  it. 

The  Supplies  given  to  the  State  of  Genoa  were  very  confir 
derable,  and  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  Savoy  were  thoroughly  re- 
cruited and  fomewhat  augmented ;  in  fhort,  every  Step  was 
taken,  upon  the  Entrance  of  the  new  Prince,  that  might  give 
his  Subje&s  equal  Hopes  of  his  being  defirous  to  reftore  their 
Tranquillity,  and  at  the  fame  time  refolved  to  fupport  the 
Dignity  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  The  Reports  that  prevailed,  as 
if  the  French  Intereft  was  now  at  an  End,  had  no  other  Foun- 
dation than  the  Openneis  with  which  the  Populace  difcovered 
their  Refentment  againft  the  French  Nation.  Wife  People  very 
quickly  faw,  that  no  great  Alteration  either  could  or  would 
*'    Z  3  happens 
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happen  $  and  thofe  who  were  the  fertheft  from  that  Character, 
had  Proofs  fufficient  to  convince  them  that  at  this  Jun&ure  theft 
Conjectures',  however  ridiculed,  were  but  too  well  founded. 

In  the  Negotiations  that  were  carried  on  for  Peace,  the  Court 
bf  Madrid  relied  implicitly  upon  that  of  VtrfnUa%  which  was 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  they  had  all  that  Time  a  Minifter  at 
London ;  but  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed  that  th£  Nature  of  his 
Inftru#ions  could  be  no  great  Secret  to  the  French  Minifters, 
fince  it  does  not  appear  that  they  ever  took  anv  Umbrage  at  this 
Part  of  his  Catholick  Majeiiy's  Conduft.  The  Marquis de  Seto 
Major  a&ed  as  the  Spanijh  Plenipotentiary  at  jfix*Ia-ChapeIle9 
where  ^  feventh  Article  regarding  the  Ceffioos  made  to  the 
Infant  Don  Philip*  was  indeed  the  moft  important,  and  by  very 
much  the  moft  difputed  in  the  whole  Treaty;  andtho'  it  was 
not  adj  ufted  entirely  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Spanijh  Court, 
which  prefled  for  a  general  Settlement  of  the  Duchies  of  Parma, 
Placentiazni  GuqftaUa  upon  the  Royal  Infant  and  his  Iflue 
without  any  Reftri&ions,  vet  by  the  Influence  and  Steadinefi  of 
the  french  Miniftry,  thole  important  Ceffions  were  not  only 
{procured  upon  as  geod  Terms  as  could  be  reafonably  expeded, 
confirmed  by  the  moft  authentkk  Ads  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  but  the  Execution  likewife  prefled 
With  equal  Vigilance  and  Vigour. 

As  to  the  Article  which  regarded  the  Differences  between  this 
Court  and  that  of  Great-Britain^  nothing  was  regulated  thereby, 
except  the  Right  of  the  South-Sea  Company  to  four  Years  of  the 
JJJunto  Treaty,  and  the  reft  of  the  Differences  were  tacitly  re* 
(erred  to  the  Negotiation  before  mentioned ;  fince  that  the  JJpente 
has  been  fold  by  a  Convention  >  to  which,  by  way  of  Appendix, 
a  Treaty  is  ftill  carrying  on,  as  to  the  Event  of  which  we  as  yet 
know  nothing*  By  this  means  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  extri- 
cated out  of  an  expenfive  and  deftru£Kve  War,  (which  had  conti- 
nued feven  Years,  and  in  that  time  had  drawn  upon  his  Subjeds 
inexpreffible  Hardships)  had  an  effe&ual  Establishment  provided 
for  his  Brother  Don  Philip,  honourable  Provifions  made  for  his 
Allies,  the  Duke  of  Modena,  and  the  Republick  of  Genea  j  and  a 
Way  opened  to  reduce  his  military  Expences,  and  bring  the  Do* 
fneftick  Concerns  of  his  Adtoiniftration  into  Order,  which  while 
the  War  lafted  could  not  be  done.  Befides  the  War  with  Great 
Britain  which  had  begun  fortewhat  earlier  was  likewife  ended  ; 
and  in  a  manner  too  with  Which  the  Court  of  Madrid  had  many 
{teafonsto  be  pleafed;  but  none  greater  than  its  removing  the 
Impediments  to  the  Return  of  that  vaft  Mais  of  Treafure  which 
fcaj]  been  collected  in  the  FFeJI-Indus,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
were  in  great  Want,  and  for  which  even  at  this  time  they  were 
IK>taltogethcrwjthQutFea|s.  x  W? 
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We  have  fine*  fan  all  the  Advantages  that  Spain  could  pro* 
mife  herfelf  from  this  Treaty  obtained  in  their  full  Extent ;  the 
Infant  Duke  is  in  poflefion  of  the  Countries  yielded  to  him* 
die  Duke  of  M*de*a,  and  the  RepuMick  of  G*iw,  have  had 
their  Territories  reftored,  and  the  Wealth  expeded  from  the 
Indies  has  been  fafely  brought  home.  What  the  Iflue  will  be  of 
fo  great  and  fo  happy  a  Change  in  her  Circumftances,  is  in  the 
Womb  of  Time ;  'but  without  ail  doubt,  the  prefent  Seafon  k 
very  critical,  and  the  future  Welfare  or  Mifery  of  the  Spanijb 
Nation  depends,  in  a  great  rneafure,  upon  the  Turn  his  Ca~ 
tholkk  Maiefty's  Councils  (hall  take  at  a  Jun&ure,  when  it  is 
entirely  in  his  own  Power  to  make  them  take  what  Turn  he 
pleafes,  and  to  render  himfelf  as  great  and  independent  a  Prince 
as  any  of  his  Predeceflbro. 

We  might  have  entered  into  many  other  Particulars,  and  de~ 
tended  to  the  Confideration  of  various  Matters  of  Faft,  if  thefe 
were  not  befide  our  Purpofe,  which  is  to  exhibit  a  Pifture  of 
the  prefent  State  of  Spam,  or  rather  the  prefent  State  of  the  Po- 
liticks of  the  Court  of  Spain,  towards  which  a  few  gieat  Strokes 
are  fuffictent,  and  all  the  little  Trimmings  and  Niceties  of  an 
Wftorical  Abridgment  would  be  deftroying  a  Likenefi.  It  is  in- 
deed very  true  that  the  Out-Ikies  are  only  marked,  and  that  the 
Piece  wants  heightening,  and  even  Colour  j  but  in  refpedt  to 
this,  we  muft  be  excufed,  where  in  reality  we  are  reftrained. 
The  greateft  Part  of  this  Work  was  written,  and  publiihed  too 
during  a  War,  when  the  Noife  of  Arms  rendered  the  Writer  lefs 
attentive  to  certain  Scruples ;  but  now  Peace  is  reftored,  we  muft 
no  longer  exprefs  ourfelves  with  fo  much  Freedom.  We  muft 
therefore  be  content  with  laying  Things  down  in  general  Terms 
in  many  Cafes,  and  leaving  them  to  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Ingenious.  Heretofore  we  have  been  wont  to  conduft  the 
Reader  to  his  Journey's  End  ;  and  if  we  now  only  point  him 
out  the  Road,  it  does  not  arife  either  from  Wearinefs  or  want  of 
Civility,  but  becaufe  we  cannot  travel  it  in  the  fame  manner  ; 
for  tho9  he  may  purfue  the  Journey  very  effe&ually  in  his  Mind, 
yet  if  we  do  it,  it  muft  be  upon  Paper. 

But  We  are  now,  according  to  the  Method  that  hitherto  has 
been  followed,  to  fpeak  of  the  Interefts  of  this  Monarchy,  which 
we  fhall  do  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  in  a  great  rneafure  remove 
every  Difficulty  that  might  lie  in  the  Way  of  deciding  with  Pro- 
bability on  the  future  Conduft  of  the  Spanijh  Minifters.  For 
if  the  real  Interefts  of  the  Nation  be  thoroughly  explained,  it 
will  not  require  much  Penetration  to  difcern  whether  they  are 
purfued.    It  muft  indeed  be  obferved,  that  this  decides  nothing 
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with  refped  to  the  Abilities  of  Minifters ;  for  Men  may  porfue 
WTPPg  Meafures  with  great  Skill  and  Addrefe,  and  perhaps  thofe 
Statefmen  have  acquired  the  higheftCharadersin  that  Capacity, 
who  have  employed  their  Talents  to  none  of  the  beft  Purpofes, 
In  fuch  Cafes  they  are  refponfible  who  give  the  Bias ;  for  Princes 
inuft  be  ferved  in  the  Way  they  will  be  ferved,  tho'  it  frequently 
happens,  that  when  their  own  Inclinations  have  brought  them 
into  a  Labyrinth,  they  make  no  Scruple  of  extricating  them- 
(elves  at  the  Expence  of  their  Servants,  and  fo  facrifice  the  In- 
liniment  to  the  Refentment  of  thofe  who  are  hurt  by  it,  without 
confidering  where  the  Offence  really  lies,  or  diftinguiihing  be- 
tween the  intention  of  giving  the  Wound,  and  the  Hand  which, 
from  a  Principle  of  Duty  perhaps,  g*ve  it. 

Yet  this,  as  it  is  the  common  Lot  of  Minifters,  tho9  it  is  juft 
in  one  Senfe,  is  grievous  in  another  5  for  tho'  the  Vi&ims  to 
national  Fury  are  commonly  abandoned,  either  through  want 
of  Courage,  or  want  of  Gratitude,  yet  they  are  feldom  aban- 
doned to  any  Puniihment  greater  than  they  have  deferved.  He 
who  to  gratify  his  Appetite  to  Profit,  Pomp,  or  Power,  under- 
takes to  do  what  either  he  does  not  well  confider,  or  which  well 
confidered  he  knows  ought  not  to  be  done,  gratifies  his  Paffions 
at  his  own  Rjflc  ;  and  tho'  when  he  feels  the  Effe£fa  of  his  Am- 
bition or  his  Avarice,  he  may  with  fome  Reafon  complain  of 
his  Matter,  yet  he  cannot  with  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Equity  de- 
claim againft  that  Stroke  of  Juftice  which  fooner  or  later  may 
reach  him  from  the  Senfe  of  the  People.  The  moft  abfolute 
Princes  muft  have  their  Counfellors  and  their  Minifters ;  and  if 
thefe  make  their  Court,  either  by  faying  or  doing  Evil,  it  is  at 
their  Peril  5  and  if  they  deceive  themfelves  with  the  Hope  that 
either  Things  will  laft  for  their  Time,  or  that  they  fhall  be  able 
to  cover  themfelves  by  the  Authority  of  the  Prince  againft  the  juft 
Hate  of  his  Subje&s,  they  can  blame  nothing  but  their  own 
Want  of  Forefight,  if  their  Expectations  fail  them. 

Inftances  of  both  kinds,  that  is,  of  Minifters  praifed,  and 
Minifters  punifhej),  occur  frequently  in  the  Spanijh  as  well  as  in 
pther  Hiftories ;  but  it  may  fall  out  there,  as  well  as  elfe- 
wheret  that  Praife  and  Punifhment  too  may  be  mifepplied ;  and 
to  judge  of  this  rightly,  not  only  in  Times  paft,  but  likewife 
|n  Times  to  come,  we  muft  have  right  Apprehenfions  of  that 
Jlulc,  which  can  alone  diftinguilh  in  fuch  Matters ;  that  is  to 
(ay,  we  muft  know  what  are  the  true  Interefts  of  the  Nation, 
find  what  thofe  Biafles  are,  to  which  Minifters  are  liable  from 
\\\o  falfe  Notions  *nd  the  falfe  Interefts  of  the  Courts  and  thefe 
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may  be  very  fairly  and  fully  explained,  from  what  able  and  dif. 
interefted  Pens  have  written  before  us  upon  this  Subje& 

At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  of  Utreckt,  when  tile  Title 
of  Philip  V.  as  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  was  acknowledg- 
ed by  the  High  Allies,  there  were  two  kinds  of  Securities  taken, 
for  preventing  thofe  nufchievous  Confequences,  which  were  but 
too  juftly  apprehended  from  the  leaving  fuch  vaft  Dominion  in 
the  Hands  of  the  younger  Branch  of  a  Family  already  be- 
come too  powerful,  and  too  formidable  uwefped  to  the  reft  of 
Europe. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  the  Renunciations  made  by  King 
Philips  and  the  Princes  of  his  Family,  to  the  Suoceffion  of  the 
Crown  of  France  ^  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Orleans  j  and  the 
other,  the  yielding  Gibraltar  and  the  Ifland  of  Minorca  to  the 
Crown  of  Great-Britain  in  the  Nature  of  Cautionary  Places, 
or  Securities  for'  the  Performance  of  what  was  ftipulated  by  that 
Treaty.     ' 

This  was  then  held  neceffary  on  both  Sides  j  for  as  the  Allies 
very  juftly  dreaded  the  too  clofe  Conjun&ion  of  the  Crowns 
of  France  and  Spain,  fo  the  Spaniards  themfelves  were  very  fen- 
fible  of  the  Inconveniences  refulting  from  their  Dependence 
upon  that  Crown ;  and  were  defirous  enough  of  being  freed  from 
them  for  the  prefent,  and  fecured  againft  them  for  the  future ; 
and  all  this  very  plainly  appeared,  from  the  Readinefs  with  which 
they  gave  thofe  Renunciations  the  moft  folemn  Sandion,  that  it 
was  in  their  Power,  as  a  Nation,  to  give. 

It  was  the  Intereft  alfo  of  the  Royal  Family,  the  Minlftry, 
and  the  People  of  Spain,  to  have  adhered  religioufly  to  this 
Treaty,  and  to  have  been  content  with  every  thing  that  was 
ftipulated  therein  and  thereby.  It  was  this  that  fecured  the 
Dignity  of  King  Philip,  and  made  him  truly  a  King,  and  not 
a  Vice-Roy :  It  was  this  that  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Spanijb 
Miniftry  to  reform  the  Diforders  in,  and  to  reftore  the  Cre- 
dit and  Force  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  it  was  this  that  enabled 
the  People  to  reap  the  Pleafures  and  Profits  of  Peace,  and 
the  Advantages  fecured  to  them  by  the  fole  Pofleffion  of  the 
Indies,  which  they  had  never  poflefled  in  fo  great  Tranquillity 
hefore. 

But  it  very  quickly  appeared,  that  as  clear  and  felf-evident  as 
thefe  Maxims  were,  they  had  no  great  Influence  on  any  of  the 
Parties  concerned.  His  Catholick  Majefty  was  entirely  govern- 
ed by  his  Grandfather  as  long  as  he  lived ;  and  after  his  Deccafe 
he  turned  his  Views  fo  thoroughly  toward  his  Native  Country, 
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as  to  a&fo  a  manner  equally  ineonfiftent  with  the  Intcrefh  of 
his  Crown,  and  with  the  Treaties  by  which  he  had  acquired  it. 
His  Miniflei*  made  no  Difficulty  of  falling  into  his  Views ;  and 
tile  natural  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the  Spaniards  drew  diem  to 
wtth  the  Recovery  of  their  Italian  Dominions  at  leaft,  tho'  the 
Pofieffion  of  them  was  never  of  any  great  Service)  but  might  be 
efteemed  rather  a  Burden  to  them. 

After  the  King's  feoond  Marriage,  this  wrong  Turn  of  Poli- 
ticks began  to  difptay  itfelf  more  fully,  and  the  Spaniards  en- 
deavoured by  Force  of  Arms  to  recover  Sicifyy  and  were  alfo  in- 
clined to  attack  Gibraltar.  This  forced  the  Maritime  Powers 
to  adhere  clofdy  to  the  Houfe  of  Jaftria,  and  to  take  fuch  Mo 
fures  for  deftroying  the  naval  Strength  of  Spain,  as  could  only 
be  juftified  by  that  Neceffty  upon  which  they  were  plainly 
founded. 

By  the  Acceffion  of  Spam  to  ther  Quadruple  Alliance,  and 
the  Advantages  ftipulated  for  her  therein,  a  new  Opportunity 
was  offered  of  eftablifhing  her  Peace  and  Profperity  upon  a  lad- 
ing Foundation ;  and  it  looked  for  foihe  time  as  if  fhe  intended 
it,  but  this  lafted  not  long.  The  Vienna  Alliance  was  contra&d 
upon  falfe  Principles  \  for  it  tended  to  deftroy  the  Ballancc  of 
Power  in  Europe^  and  to  force  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  out  of  the 
Hands  of  Great-Britain,  which  can  never  be  efibAcd  by  War, 
becaufe  every  War  proves  the  Pofleffion  of  them  by  this  Crown 
to  be  for  the  common  Benefit  of  all  the  independent  Powers  ia 
Europe. 

From  that  time  th?  Spanijb  Miniftry  introduced  a  trimming 
kind  of  Politicks,  purfuing  femetknes  one  Scheme,  fore- 
times another;  but  never  afie&ing  that  Independency  ad 
Care  of  their  own  Concerns,  which  can  alone  render  their 
People  happy  at  home,  and  their  Power  refpeded  abroad.  Yet 
it  is  certain,  that  both  Jlberoni  and  Ripperda  very  well  under- 
flood  the  Intereft  of  Spaim^  to  which  they  always  gave  the  fe- 
cond  Place  in  their  political  Projefts.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
themfelves,  the  Spaniard^  and  all  the  reft  of  Europe*  if  they 
had  conftantly  given  it  the  firft !  That  they  were  both  Fo- 
reigners, and  berth  the  Sens  of  Fortune,  was  and  muft  be  their 
fole  Excufe. 

The  Ambition  oF  the  two  firft  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Juftria,  and  the  InaAivky  of  the  three  laft,  threw  the  Afe 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain  into  fuch  Diforder,  and  brought  the 
People  into  fuch  Indigence,  that  it  certainly  became  their  In- 
tereft, at  leaft  for  the  hpace  of  a  Century,  to  endeavour  at  re- 
peopling  their  Country,  recovering  their  Trade,  and  reftoring 
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eir  Conftitutlon  and  ancient  Government ;  for  the  efleflbig  of 
[  which,  they  had  every  Means  and  every  Opportunity  they 
uld  wifh,  and  many  mote  than  they  had  any  juft  Reafon  to 
:pe&» 

They  ought  therefore  to  have  laid  afide  all  Thoughts  of  re- 
vering their  Dominions  in  Italy >  fince  though  they  ferved  well 
K>ugh  to  enrich  particular  Families,  fent  thither  in  duality  of 
ice- Roys  or  other  high  Officers,  yet  to  the  Nation  they  were 
urdenfome,  as  requiring  a  much  greater  Expence  to  preferve 
nd  defend  them,  than  thofe  or  any  other  Advantages  accruing  to 
rivate  Perfons  could  ballance  in  any  Degree.  It  was  of  no  left 
!onfequence  for  them,  to  promote  their  Commerce  in  the  Weft* 
n£esy  which  if  duly  attended  to,  would  moft  certainly  have 
•roduced  the  Means  of  fetting  up  ufeful  and  valuable  Manu- 
aftures  at  home,  and  thereby  nave  brought  fiach  imtnenfe  Trea- 
iires  into  Old  Spain,  as  would  foon  have  enabled  them  to  have 
tcovered  all  their  paft  Lofies,  and  to  have  put  every  Fortrefs 
n  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  their  Navy,  into  a  proper  State  of 
Defence, x 

But  if  die  Spamjh  Panto,  and  the  Honour,  that  is,  the 
Humour  of  the  Nation,  was  to  be  preferred  to  all  Things,  and 
the  Dominions  torn  from  their  Crown  by  the  laft  War  re- 
covered at  any  Rate,  ftill  it  was  their  Intereft  religioufly  to 
have  obferved  the  Peace  of  Vtrechty  and  above  all  things  to 
have  courted  the  Friendship  of  the  Maritime  Powers.  The 
ipamjh  Prudence  in  former  Times  was  wont  to  gain,  rather 
than  k>fe,  by  Delay  j  and  if  the  King  and  his  Mmifters,  in- 
ftead  of  taking  the  Steps  they  did,  had  fteadilv  adhered  to 
the  Faith  of  Treaties,  they  might  have  found  Opportunities, 
even  without  Bloodflied,  and  at  a  very  trivial  Expence  in 
companion  of  what  it  coft  them  fince,  to  have  carried  all 
their  Points. 

If  Spain  had  been  abfolutely  detached  from,  and  no  way  depen- 
dent upon  France,  her  Power  would  not  have  been  the  Object 
of  Envy  to  the  reft  of  Europe;  and  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
yonnger  Princes  of  her  Family  in  Italy  might  have  been  promo- 
ted inftead  of  being  fo  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  certain  Potentates, 
that  do  not  a&  either  from  Ambition  or  Caprice,  but  are  in- 
fluenced purely  by  Motives  of  Self-Prefervation,  and  a  juft  Re- 
gard for  the  Maintenance  of  that  Commerce,  that  is  and  muft 
pe  the  Bafis  of  their  Power. 

Spain  and  the  Indies  may  be  considered  as  two  great  Empires 
under  the  Dominion  of  one  Monarch,  and  the  Happinefs  of 
depends  upon  a  reciprocal  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of 
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each  other.  To  prefcrve  her  American  Dominions,  and  to  reap 
the  utmoft  Profits  from  them,  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  Spain  at  all 
Events  to  maintain  Peace,  at  lead  till  (he  has  recovered  fuch 
a  maritime  Force  as  will  enable  her  to  fend  Supplies,  and  to; 
bring  home  her  Galleons  in  fpite  of  any  Power  with  whom  fhc 
is  at  War. 

•  On  the  other  hand,  the  Spanijh  Government  in  the  India 
might  be  put  under  fuch  a  Regulation,  as  to  make  all  her  Sub- 
jefts  there  infinitely  more  eafy  and  happy  than  they  could  be 
under  any  other  Crown  j  and  at  the  fame  time  procure  from 
them  all  the  Advantages  that  either  the  Government  or  the 
Spanijh  Nation  could  reasonably  exped  j  and  this  too,  not  only 
without  the  Envy,  but  with  the  entire  Satisfaction  of  moft  of 
the  Kingdoms  and  States  of  Europe*  who  have  very  near  as 
great  an  lntereft  in  preferving  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Indus  to 
Spain^  as  Spain  itfelf. 

But  then  it  is  both  reasonable  and  necefiary,  that  on  the 
one  hand  the  Spaniards  fhould  endeavour  to  make  the  moft 
of  their  Plantations,  and  not  fuffer  them  by  mere  Negligence  to 
fall  to  Ruin  and  Decay  j  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  they 
(hould  punflually  fulfil  their  Engagements,  and  allow  certain 
reafonable  Advantages  yi  Trade  to  their  ancient,  natural,  aud 
ufeful  Allies.  Thefe  Maxims  once  made  the  Rule  of  their  Con- 
duct, their  own  Commerce  would  revive,  and  of  courfe  become 
daily  more  extenfive  and  more  profitable,  their  American  Domi- 
nions recover  their  former  Luftre  and  Profperity,  and  the  Power 
of  Old  Stain  rife  as  high  as  ever  it  flood  in  the  Days  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  No  wonder  therefore,  if  the  Purfuit  of  con- 
trary Meafures  produces  contrary  Eflfe&s. 

As  to  the  lntereft  of  Spain  with  regard:  to  her  Neighbours, 
without  doubt  it  confifts  in  maintaining  a  fair  Correspondence 
with  them,  without  forming  any  Pretenfions  on  their  Territories. 
Her  Differences  with  France  are  now  extinguished,  and  as  foe 
has  Reafon  to  look  upon  that  as  an  Advantage,  To  it  is  a  natural 
Motive  to  Peace  and  good  Neighbourhood,  that  they  are  go- 
verned by  Monarchs  of  the  fame  Blood ;  but  at  the  fame  time, 
a  King  of  Spain  ought  to  confider,  that  he  owes  it  to  his  own 
Dignity,  and  to  the  unfliaken  Loyalty  of  his  Subjefls,  to  go- 
vern them  as  their  own  Monarch,  not  as  the  Subftitute  or  De- 
puty of  another  Prince. 

He  ought  to  confider  this  as  the  Error  chiefly  to  be  guarded 
againft  in  his  Government,  becaufe  there  is  none  that  he  can 
commit  will  be  attended  with  fo  bad  Confequences,  inafmuch 
as  it  cannot  fail  of  creating  Jealoufies  and  Uneafincffesat  home, 
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it  the'  fame  time  that  it  finks  his  Credit,  ani  difpbfes  other 
States  to  1>e  his  Enemies  abroad.  Befides,-  in  point  of  Trade, 
ind  even  of  Dominion,  the  French  alone  can  have  Views  upon 
lim,  as  appears  by  their  Attempts  to  trade  diredly  to  the  South- 
$tas9  and  to  obtain  the  entire  Dominion  of  Hifpaniola  ;  which 
whenever  thev  acquire,  the  Spanijb  Territories  in  America  will 
be  at  their  Mercy. 

In  regard  to  the  Houfe  of  Jujiria,  the  great  Caufe  of  Dis- 
pute has  been  in  the  Italian  Dominions;  and  evident  it  is,  that 
this  Spirit  of  Difputing  is  the  Effed  of  Italian  Counfels,  which 
we  have  too  great  Reafon  to  fear  will  influence  that  Court 
for  a  long  Series  of  Years'  to  come;  unleis  fome  Spanijb 
Miniftcr  of  true  Genius  fhould  arife,  and  convince  his  Matter 
of  the  Neceflity  of  fetting  Bounds  to  that  Spirit.  This  alone 
can  contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Grandeur  of  Spain,  to  the  Quiet 
and  Safety  of  Italy,  and  to  the  general  Tranquillity  of  all  the 
reft  of  Europe. 

To  the  Grandeur  of  Spain,  by  keeping  her  out  of  thofe 
tedious  and  deftru&ive  Wars  that  exhauft  her  People,  which 
(he  can  fo  ill  fpare,  and  her  Treafures  already  brought  very 
low.  To  the-  Welfare  of  Italy,  by  maintaining  the  Ballance  of 
Power,  which  is  effentially  neceflary  to  the  feveral  States  of 
that  Country,  and  which  can  never  be  fubverted,  if  the  Spa- 
niards would  aft  with  Moderation,  and  confult  their  true  In- 
terest in  this  particular.  To  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe,  all  the 
Powers  of  which  are  fo  touch  concerned  both  by  Intereft  aad 
Treaty,  in  the  Preservation  of  the  Syftem  in  that  Country,  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  fuffer  any  Variation  without  naving 
recourfe  to  Arms,  in  order  to  fet  the  Ballance  right  again. 

In  reference  to  Portugal,  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of 
Spain  to  live  well  with  her,  and  in  the  clofeft  Correfpofidenae 
poffible;  becaufe  though  that  Power  can  be  no  formidable 
Enemy  by  herfelf,  yet  in  cafe  the  Enemies  of  this  Crown  enter 
into  a  Confederacy  againft  Spain,  (he  is  able  to  give  her  more 
Uneafinefs  than*  any  other  Potentate ;  as  appeared  plainly  in  the 
laft  general  War,  when  the  Allies  became  once  Matters  of 
Madrid,  purely  by  being  engaged  in  Treaty  with  the  Per* 
tkguefe* 

It  muft  indeed  be  owned,  that  the  Situation  of  Portugal  is  fuch 
as  muft  naturally  tempt  an  ambitious  Prince  on  the  Throne  of 
Spain  to  afpire  to  the  Conqueft  of  it ;  yet  even  ambitious 
Princes,  if  they  are  wife,  will  weigh  the  Rifle  they  run  againft 
the  Advantage  they  feek  j  and  it  will  fcarce  ever  happen,  that  a 
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Sfamjh  Moi*reh  foil  find  tonfelf  in.  fab  a  Situation,  as  tofc 
*Ue  to  undertake  the  Conqueft  of  Portugal,  without  running 
the  Hazard  of  bringing  the  War  into  the  Heap  of  his  own  Do- 
minions;  which  is  fuch  a  Hazard,  as  certainly  no  prudent 
Prince  will  run,  for  the  fake  of  any  Advantage  whatever  \  even 
if  it  were  not,  as  in  this  Cafe  it  muft  be,  attended  with  the 
moft  manifeft  and  flagrant  Injuftice. 

The  Emperor  of  M*r*cc$%  and  the  Piratical  States  of  Btrbarj, 
havr  always  beencohfideredas  hereditary ,  Enemies  of  the  Crows 
of  Spain,  and  perhaps  they  are  the  only  Enemies  againft  whom 
the  Spaniards  can 'exert  their  Force  j  and  that  compatible  with 
die  Circumftances  of  their  Affairs  at  home,  agreeable  to  their 
own  Intereft,  and  without  exciting  the  Jealoufy  of  their  Neigh* 
bours.  The  Crown  of  Spain  is  already  in  pofleffion  of  Gafc, 
Oran,  and  fome  other  Fortrefles  upon  that  Coaft,  which  (he  has 
/hitherto  found  it  difficult  to  preferve  j  and  though  {he  has  made 
frequent  Attempts,  yet  has  fhe  never  been  able  to.  make  anj 
considerable  Addition  to  her  Conquefts. 

It  may  perhaps  be  hereafter  in  her  Power  to  do  fometbing 
more  confiderable  on  this  Side;  but  in  all  human  Probability,  if 
this  is  ever  done,  it  muft  be  by  a  Naval  Force,  in  which  as  Ae 
would  meet  with  no  Oppofition  from  any  of  the  Evrtp** 
Powers,  fo  fhe  might  hope  for  the  Affiftance  of  Portugal  and  the 
Italian  States ;  and  any  Impreffions  (he  could  make  on  that  Side, 
would  certainly  anfwer  valuable  Purpofes,  and  particularly  the 
fecuring  her  Coafts,  the  prcferving  her  Commerce^  and  the  it- 
viving  the  Reputation  of  the  Spanijh  Navy,  which  for  a  Century 
paft  has  been  almoft  as  low,  as  for  the  Centuiy  preceding  it 
was  both  formidable  and  famous. 

The  Face  of  Affairs  in  Spain  has  been  greatly  changed  ty 
the  Acceffion  of  the  prefent  Family  to  the  Throne,  who  with- 
out doubt  reaped  vaft  Advantages  from  the  prodigious  Efibra 
made  in  their  favour  by  the  French^  who  yet  made  thofe  Efforts 
in  favour  of  a  younger  Branch  of  their  own  Royal  Family 
and  not  as  the  natural  or  even  political  Allies  of  the  Sp&$ 
Nation ;  and  it  is  certain  that  they  have  been  very  well  paid 
for  it  fince.  But  the  Condition  to  which  Spain  was  reduced 
both  in  Europe  and  America,  at  the  time  of  the  Death  of 
Charles  11.  is  a  Proof  that  there  cannot  be  a  greater  Mil- 
-fortune  to  any  People,  than  for  their  Princes  ever  to  enter- 
tain Thoughts  of  univerfal  Monarchy*  whether  by  aduall/ 
fubduing,  or  by  maintaining  a  general  Influence  oyer  other 
Nations  j  for  the  former  Method  wHl  infallibly  lave  them 
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without  Men*  as  the  latter  muft  neceilarily  leave  them  without 
Money. 

Indeed  Spain  at  that  time  was  left  without  either;  there 
were  not  in  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar*  twenty  Pieces 
of  Cannon  fit  for  Service ;  and  the  Garrifon  did  not  confift  of 
one  hundred  effe&ive  Men ;  yet  in  all  probability  it  was  not  in 
a  worfe  Condition  than  the  reft.  In  fhort,  at  that  time  the 
Nation  was  quite  exhaufted ;  and  if  the  Duke  of  Anjou  had  not 
facceeded  by  the  King  of  Spain*  Will,  Franct  muft  very  proba- 
bly have*  increased  her  Power  and  Dominion^  by  the  Con* 
queft  of  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Spanijb  Monarchy.  This 
ought  to  prove  a  Leflbn,  even  to  that  ambitious  Nation :  Her 
People  cannot  always  ,hold  out,  her  Treafures  muft  be  fome 
time  or  other  quite  drained ;  and  if  in  fuch  a  Situation  they 
Ihould  have  either  a  weak  Prince  on  the  Throne,  or  a  long  Mi- 
nority, we  might  fee  Franct  in  as  low  a  Condition  as  Spain  was 
in  at  the  Death  of  Charles  the  Second ;  for  the  lame  Caufes  will 
every  where  produce  the  fame  Effe&s. 

Before  the  Spanijb  Princes  were  infeded  with  the  Spirit  of 
univerfal  Rule,  we  find  Ferdinand  tht  Catholick,  with  an  Army 
of  twenty  thousand  Horfe,  and  fifty  thouiand  Foot,  befieging 
the  City  of  Granada*  when  that  Kingdom  was  under  the  Moors* 
and  when  Arragm  refufed  to  take  any  {hare  in  the  QuarreU 
This  (hews  how  powerful  Caftile  was  Wore  the  Addition  of  fo 
many  Kingdoms  and  Provinces,  and  before  America  was  difco- 
vered.  Yet  it  would  be  very  rath  to  conclude  from  thence,  that 
Spain  has  been  ruined  barely  by  Acceffion  of  Territory,  and 
by  her  fending  Colonies  to  the  fre/l-Indies.  When  (he  acquired 
the  former,  they  were  very  well  peopled;  and  (he  has  been 
fully  paid  in  every  refpe&  tor  all  the  Expences  {he  has  been  at 
about  the  latter.  The  true  Deduction  is  this,  that  vaft  Terri- 
tories and  immenfe  Treafures  cannot  fecure  a  Nation  from  feel- 
ing want  of  Strength,  and  finking  into  downright  Beggary,  if 
flfc  is  governed  by  weak  and  ambitious  Counfels. 

In  the  midft  of  all  her  Grandeur,  the  Spanijb  Territories  were 
feparated  at  a  vaft  Diftance  one  from  another :  If  (he*  had  main- 
tained a  conftant  Peace,  and  had  lived  in  Harmony  with  her 
Neighbours,  (he  might  have  kept  them  all,  for  no  tingle  Power 
bow  potent  foever  durft  attack  her.  Irtftead  of  this,  (he  grafted 
at  all,  made  War  on  every  Side,  and  forced  thofe  (he  injured  to 
make  themfelves  both  rich  and  powerful,  by  contributing  to 
hex  Ruin.    It  was  the  Ambition  and  Injustice  of  Spain  that 
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raifed  up  the  Maritime  Powers,  as  it  was  the  Ambition  and 
Injuftice  of  Spain  that  loft  her  many  of  her  Dominions,  and 
exhaufted  the  reft.  Thefe  are  v#y  weighty  political  Refleftions ; 
and  by  attending  to  them,  we  (hall  come  to  conceive  clearly  both 
of  her  paft  and  prefent  Condition.  In  reference  to  the  former, 
we  have  faid  enough ;  in  refped  to  the  latter  we  (hall  obferve, 
that  as  fhe  has  ftill  great  Advantages,  fo  (he  ftill  labours  under 
fome  Inconveniencies.  " 

It  is,  or  at  leaft  it  might  be,  a  great  Advantage  to  Spam,  that 
(he  alonQ  of  all  the  European  Powers  poflefles  Dominions  both 
ih  the  Eqfi  and  Wejl -Indies,  that  have  a  dire&  and  immediate 
Correfpondence  with  each  other.  If  this  were  properly  attended 
to  and  improved,  (he  might  raife  her  Revenues  much  higher 
than  it  is  potiib'e  under  their  prefent  Circtimftances  for  any 
other  Power  to  do.  She  might  by  encouraging  her  Commerce, 
fucceed  in  a  great  meafure  to  that  Share  in  the  Baft- India  Trade, 
which  Venice  has  loft  fince  the  Difcovery  of  the  Paflage  of  the 
Cape  of  Good-Hope ;  for. by  tranfporting  the  Commodities  of  the 
Eajt- Indies  to  Acapulcho,  and  from  thence  to  Vera-Crux  over 
Land,  (he  might  bring  them  from  thence  into  Spain  by  her  Gal- 
leons, at  as  cheap  a  Kate,  and  in  as  (hort  a  Time,  as  the  Eng- 
HJh  or  Dutch ;  more  efpecially  if  (he  allowed  her  Subjeds  either  in 
the  Eq/l  or  Wefi. l -Indies,  an  open  uhreftrained  Navigation. 

It  is  true,  that  as  things  ftand  at  prefent,  the  Philippines  do 
not  yield  any  tolerable  Profit  to  the  Spaniards ;  but  this  is  en- 
tirely their  own  Fault ;  fince  if  we  confider  the '  Situation  of 
thofe  Iflands,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  might  eafily  come  in 
for  a  very  large  Share  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Eaft- Indies,  or  at 
leaft  for  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  it.  Some  Correspondence  they 
have  already  with  China,  and  might  have  a  greater  j  no  Coun- 
try lies  fo  conveniently  as  they  do  for  the  Trade  of  Japan ;  and 
there  is  nothing  wanting  to  put  them  in  pofleffion  of  all  this, 
but  withdrawing  thofe  Reftraints  that  are  laid  upon  their  Sub- 
jects in  the  Eq/t-Indies,  and  adding  another  Galleon  to  carry 
the  Produce  of  their  Trade  to  Mexico*  The  fame  Advantage 
might  be  reaped  by  rendering  Fera-Cruz,  the  Havannah,  or 
even  Buenos-  Ayres,  a  free  Port  to  their  own  Subjefls  j  for  this 
wotild  draw  fuch  a  Trade  thither,  as  would  make  the  Intcr- 
courfe  between  the  two  Indies  before-mentioned  both  pra&ical 
and  eafy  in  a  (hort  time. 

This  would  be  more  advantageous  to  Spain;  becaufe  it 
would  give  little  or  no  Umbrage  to  foreign  Nations  j   which 

would 


Digitized 


by  Google 


f  3*3  1 

would  carry  on  their  Trade  to  QldSpaiH  as  they  do  it  parent; 
it  would  oocafion  a  great**  Vent  for  their  Commodities  and 
Manufa&utes,  and  conftquently  k  would  fttll  make  it  more 
their  Infiereft  to. maintain  and  (upport  the  Spaniards  Jn  their 
Pofleffions.  It  qtiglp  *lfo»  at  lead:  in  Time,  reftore  feme  *f 
their  decayed  Plantations.  As  for  Exaniple,  if  the  Htiwmb 
was  made  the  Stapled  fuch  a  Trade,  for  which  it  lies  very 
conveniently,  .this  would  not  only  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the 
iflaqd  of  Cuta>  but  would  reviye  the  Induftry  of  tjxe  Inhabi- 
tants of  Hifpamola  and  Porto-Rica;  and  though  it  is  very  pro* 
bable,  that  the  Englijb^  Dutch  might  come  in  for  a  Share  1)7 
an  illicit  Trade,  which  is  one  of  the  Inconveniences  to  which 
Spain  will  be  always  expofed,  yet  even  this  would  be  balanced 
by  the  additional  Concern,  that  both  the  Englijb  and  Dutch 
would  have  in  preferring  to  the  Spaniards  what  produced,  tbp9 
in  a  dandeftine  way,  an  immediate  and  confiderable  Gain  to 
themfclves. 

Befidcs  thefc  Advantages  abroad,  they  have  alio  others  at 
home,  by  which  I  mgui  in  Europe;  for  as  they  have  no  longer 
any  Provinces  in  Fltmdfrsy  they  are  wholly  exempt  from  all 
the  Trouble  and  Expence,  which  was  entailed  upon  them  by 
thofe  provinces  while  in  their  Poflbffion.  They  are  m> 
Gainers,  or  might  be  Gainen,  by  the  Change  of  Affairs  in 
/tafr,  where,  as  Things  now  aland,  diftinft  Principalities  in 
the  Hands  of  Dependents  from  the  Crown  of  Spaint  may  be 
as  advantageous  as  Provinces  annexed  to  the  Kingdom,  and  be 
fupportpd  at  much  lets  Expence ;  indeed  without  any  Expence 
at  all,  if  thofe  Princes  pprfiie  only  their  own  Intereft,  remain 
well-affc&ed  to  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy  *  and  maintain 
a  fair  Correspondence  >wjth  their  Neighbours,  wfco  will  be  al- 
ways willing  to  live  upon  the  beft  Terms  imaginable  with 
them.  Another  great  Advantage  is  their  being  free  from  any 
Apprehenuons  on  the  Side  of  franc*;  to*  which  we  may  add, 
their  having  it  abfolutely  in  their  own  Power  to  be.  as  free  from 
Danger  on  the  Side  of  the  Hc»ufe  of  Avftria ;  for  without 
Allies  fbe  has  not  the  Power  of  hurting  them ;  and  if  Spain 
•frill  be  content  with  minding  her  own  Bufindi,  the  Allies  of 
'the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  become  hers.  All  thefe  Advan- 
tages are  fo  clear,,  that  we  need  ipend  no  more  Time  about 
Aem. 

i  The  Inconveniencies  that  Spain  labours  under,  are  chiefly 
iftafe  which  ihe  has  brought  upon  herfelf.  The  fiift  isjche 
f^ant  of  People,  .which  is  the  Reafon  that  both  the  inland 
jaad  foreign  Ti?d*  is .  in  *  great  meafur*  driven  by  Strangen, 
I  A  a  of 
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?^.Up  f%  Marltinle  Powers,  as  it  wa»^  arc  compofaf. 

exhaufted  the  reft.  Thefe  are  verv  weigh  occasioned  by  the  Bar- 
and  by  attending  to  them,  we  fhafl  coir  flVati6n.  A  third  Incon- 
of  her  paft  and  prefent  Condition.    >  ^proportionable  Wealtr 

Z,  T£  KCT,?h}  m  "^ySular;  of  which,  as  great 
that  as  (he  has  ft.ll  great  Advar /nXays  held,  they  are  *«* 
fomeInconven,enc.es.  ^  ^jngly  find  a  Remedy  f«. 

It  s,  oratleaft,tm.ghtV^pIcjlipota^r7  at  Bnda    Mi, 
fte  alone  of  all  thef«r,    .  rReme^  whic„  though  it  w* 

?^^z^iK*Jt  * aiended  •*  ^ hapw 

an  i    is     lihb  capital  and  inoft  dangerous  Inconvenient* 

2££ t:  r  .  >Vns  t-  si-*  ?urnfels ;  £ 

which  ftJ  5  W,U  agrec'  that  thcre  w  no  Curfe  can 

People,  as  to  be  made  Tools  and  Beafts  of 

**iitr  other  People.     For  the  firft  twenty  Years  aftet 

S         >i^  of  the  late  King  Philip,  S}ain  was   in  eifcfi 

J  *ifflaxi  a  Province  to  France  \  and  her  Condition  fti 

0  %^,  twenty  Years  fince,  that,  has  been  much   worie 

r*  t*come  a  Province  to  thofe  which  (he  takes  for  hi 

+  Evinces,  I  mean  the   Italian  Dominions;    for  whiC 

&  already  paid    ten  times  more  than  they  are   wort| 

^^ts  alfo  remained  under  a  Dependence  on  France  for 

^ritdl  P^t  of  that  Time.    In  fhort,  the  Queen  Dowog 

^crned  the  King,  and  by  fo  doing  governed  Spain,  with 

\"icw  only  to  the  Intercft  of  Italy  y  and  this  Pafiion   was 

ftrong  in  her,  that  all  the  Kingdoms  and  Provinces  of  the  i 

nijh  Monarchy  have  been  exhaufted,  beggared,  and  iacrifi 

to  the  Love  fhe  has  to  her  own  little  Duchies  of  Parma 

Plaaniia* 

Whenever  this  Inconveniency  is  taken  away,  the  reft  wi 

eafily  removed :  Spain  will  then  become  an  independent  44 

powerful  Kingdom :  France,  inftead  of  giving  Laws  to,  m^ 

court  her;  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  lee  her  flourish  wittaty 

Envy;    and  the  Maritime  Powers,   inftead  of  regarding  1^ 

as  an  Enemy,  would  behold  her  in  the  amiable  Light  of  /i^ 

Benefactor,  and  their  Friend.     AH  this  (he  may  be,  and  ty» 

foon ;  and  if  fhe  will  not  be  this,  it  cannot  be  long  before!  j, 

is  totally  undone.     For  fitch  rhuft  be  the  Fate  foouer  or  Jt^ 

of  all  Nations,  that  are  abfolutely  bent  upon  purfuing  Mcaft;^ 

diametrically. oppofite  to  their  own  Interests.     Political  Conu 

tutions  are  indeed  ftronger  than  Natural  Ones,  but^  like  thi 
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be  obje&ed,  and  furely  it  concerns  the  modern 
"  *er  the  Objeftion,  that  llnce  the  Conclufion 
~  .irs  of  Spain  are  much  altered,  her  Power  on 
icnted,  an  immenfe  Treafure  has  poured 
"  ijvheu  once  her  Marine  fhall  be  reftored, 
he  moft  formidable  Powers  in  Europe* 
muated  by  fuch  as  make  this  Obje&ion, 
aicnefs  there  might  be  in  the  Politicks  of  Spain 
^rfelf  fo   clofely    heretofore  to  the  Intereft  of 
w'  r*\  mky  poflibly  feme  Event  fall  out,  which  will 

iull  Amends  .for  all  this;  and  which  is  more,  may 
»ne  Continuance  of  the  fame  Meafures  pafs  for  found  Po~ 
even  in  *he  Opinion  of  the  beft  Judges. 
But  in  anlwer  to  this  Objection,  now  in  a  good'  meafure  re- 
amoved  by  Providence,  we  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  founded  in 
fa  Diftin&ion  between  the  Interefts  of  the  Crown,  or  rather 
Jthe  Interefts  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  the   Interefts  of  the 
fKation,  which  is  a  Diftin&ion  that  ought  never  to  be  made, 
hich  notwithftanding, has  been  too  often  made;  and  to, which 
e  Interefts  of  many  Nations,  but  of  none  fo  remarkably 
this,    have  been  facrificed.     We  therefore  maintain,   that 
lowing   all  that  is  contended   for  in   the  Objection  (hould 
ppen,  it  would  rtever  alter  the  Nature  of  Things,  or  juftify 
at  new  and  ftrange  Method  of  governing,  which  facrifices 
terefts  natural  and  permanent,  to  thofe  which  are  temporary 
only  and  fluctuating.     In  fhort,  we  affirm  that  the  Accefijons  q{ 
Territory  made  by  the  two  laft  Wars  can  be  rendered  beneficial 
inly  by    purfuing  the  Principles  before  laid  down;  and  that 
he   real  Strength,   Grandeur,    and  Profperity  of  the  Spanijh 
(Crown  muft  be  the  Work  of  Peace ;  and  of  that  mild,  juft, 

Snd  equitable  Government,  to  which  his   prcfent  Catholick 
iajefty   King  Ferdinand  the  Sixth  is  naturally  inclined ;  and 
>r  the  Truth  of  this  we  appeal  to  Time  and  the  Judgment  of 
fofterity. 

We  are  next  to  fpeak  of  that  Kingdom,  which  was  once 
tut  a  Province  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  which  of  all  the  Ac- 
[  jflions  of  Territory  {he  ever  made,  it  moft  imported  her  to 
kave  kept,  becaufe  the  keeping  of  it  would  have  added  Luftre 
to  the  Crown,  and  Strength  to  the  Nation.  An  Acquiiition 
nade  by  one  of  the  wifeft  Princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  Spanijh 
fhrone ;  an  Acquifition,  the  Importance  of  which  was  tho- 
oughly  known*  and  an  Acquifition  which  never  could  have 
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been  loft,  but  from  thofc  Errors  in  Government  which,  we 
have  before  laboured  to  (hew,  ought  of  all  others  to  be  ex- 
ploded, Thofe  ambitious  and  all-grafping  Meafures  weakened 
the  Power  of  Spain  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  Portugal  of  a  Pro- 
vince became  once  more  a  Kingdom ;  and  though  mod  cruelly 
harraflcd,  weakened  and  exhaufted,  while  under  the  Dominion 
of  Spain,  retained  ftitl  Strength  enough  to  refume,  defend,  and 
eftablilh  its  Independency ;  and  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  Condi- 
tion as  to  deferve  the  higheft  Regard  from  its  potent  Neighbour, 
to.  whom  it  may  be  always  a  moil  ufeful  Ally ;  and  to  whom, 
how  much  inferior  foever  in  Power,  it  is  capable  of  being  the 
moft  dangerous  Enemy. 


C  H  A  P.    XII. 

T&e  advantageous  Situation,  modern  Hijlory,  pre- 
fect State,   political  Interefis  and  Connections 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  Jince  the  Ac- 
eej/ton  of  the  reigning  Boufe  of  Br agan$a. 


IN  order  to  give  the  Reader  a diftind  Notion  of  die prcfen* 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Ptrtuguefe  Nation,  tt  is  neceflary 
to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  Situation  of  their  Country,  which  isvcrv 
pleafently  extended  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Jtiantick  Ocean,  about 
three  hundred  Miles,  or  fomewhat  more  in  Length,  from 
South  to  North,  but  fcaree  m  where  one  hundred  Miles  in 
^•Breadth,  ftom  Weft  to  Eaft.  The  Oimate  is  very  fine,  and 
the  Air  efteemed  as  wholfome  as  any  in  Europe,  notwith- 
standing k  lies  fo  far  Souths  the  great  Heats  being  common); 
tempered  by  the  Sea  Breeze.  As*  for  the  Soil,  k  would  be  every 
where  extremely  rich  and  fruitful,  if  the  greateft  'Part  of  the 
Country  were  not  mountainous;  but  notwithstanding  this, 
they  have,  confidering  the  Quantity  of  arable  Land,  a  vaft 
deal  of  excellent  Corn  in  th«  Vallies;  the  Sides  of  the  Hills 
produce  in  great  Plenty  the  riobeft  Fruity  and  from  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth  they  dig  afanolt  all  Sorts  -of  Metals,  Gold  and 
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Silver  not  excluded ;  of  the  .laft  mentioned  they  are  believed 
lo  have  the  richeft  Mine  in  Europe,  which  is  that  of  GuaiaU 
iena,  for  this  yields,  one  Year  with  another,  Silver  to  the  Va- 
lue of  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds.  There  are  alfo  three 
great  Rivers,  that  after  watering  the  adjacent  Provinces,  empty 
thcmfelves  into  the  Sea  in  this  Country,  viz.  the  Duerot  o  or 
Dmro,  the  Taio9  and  the  Guadiana* 

After  this  Defcription,  the  Reader  will  eafily  believe  that  for 
its  Size  this  Kingdom  is  much  more  populous  than  -Spain  t 
and  the  Inhabitants  alfo  beyond  companion  more  induftrious. 
Some  Writers  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  Tcrtuguefe  are,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  a  very  corrupt  and  jbad  Sort  of  People ;  ac- 
cording to  the  common  Proverb,  "  Take  a  Spaniard,  ftriphim 
"  of  his  good  Qualities,  which  are  but  few,  and  you  make 
((  him  a  Portugueji."  Thefe  kind  of  national  Reflexions  are, 
generally  fpeaking,  as  ill-founded  as  they  are  ill-natured,  and 
ought  never  to  be  repeated  but  with  a  View  to  refute  them. 
In  their  Difcoveries,  which  led  the  Way  and  fuggeftcd  the  De- 
(ign  to  Columbus,  they  (hewed  themfelvcs  a  penetrating  and  en- 
terprizing  People;  their  Conquefts  in  the  Indies,  though  the 
beir  Part  are  now  Joft,  are  yet  Proofs  of  a  Courage  and  Con- 
duit that  deferred  better  Fatej  their  reviving  Naval  Power  in 
Europe,  and  carrying  it  to  fo  great  a  Height  as  they  did  in  a 
few  Years,  ought  to  procure  them,  with  us  at  leaft,  a  better 
Character.  But  there  is  one  Circumftance  relating  to  the  Por- 
tuguefe,  the  Truth  of  which  cannot  be  difputed,  and  which 
is  alone  iufficient  to  wipe  off  all  the  Imputations  of  their  Ene- 
mies: They  have  always  been  remarkable  for  their  ftcady 
Loyalty  to  their  Kings,  as  on  the  other  hand  their  Monarchs 
have  been  no  lefs  diftinguifiicd  by  their  Juftice,  ^Moderation, 
and  fincere  Affe&ion  for  their  Subjcfts. 

Philip  II.  of  Spain,  under  Colour  of  Right,  feized  this  Coun- 
try, and  annexed  it  to  the  reft  of  his  Dominions,  in  1580; 
hut  the  People  were  equally  diflatisfiid  with  his  Title,  and 
averfe  to  the  Spanijh  Government,  which  was,  to  fey  the 
Truth,  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  their  Country, 
h  was  this  that  gave  Occafion  to  the  Dutch  to  deprive  them 
of  their  Settlements  in  the  Indies,  or\  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  Brazils-,  for  the  Spaniards  looking 
upon  this  as  a  conquered  Kingdom",  took  but  little  Care  of 
their  Concerns ;  and  the  Portuguese  Nobility,  who  had  former- 
ly (hewn  fo  much  Courage  and  Conftancy  in  the  Service  of 
their  native  Princes,  were  far  from  exerting  themselves  in,  the 
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ikmc  Manner  for  the  Support  of  Strangers,  who  they  plainly 
faw  did  not  either  ufe  or  wMh  them  well. 

At  laft,  tired  out  with  the  bad  Behaviour  of  fuch  as  were 
fent  to  govern  them  by  the  Court  of  Madrid*  they  refolved  to 
throw  off  the  Spanijh  Yorke  at  all  Events ;  and  it  fo  fell  out,  in 
1640,  that  a  fair  Opportunity  offered  itfclf  of  carrying  into 
Execution  what  they  had  fo  long  defigned.  John  Dulce  of  Bra- 
fanfOj  Grandfon  to  that  Duke  who  was  Competitor  with  King 
Philip  for  the  Kingdom,  was  prevailed  upon  to  hazard  his 
hereditary  Eftates,  which  were  very  little  fhort  of  one  third 
of  the  Kingdom,  in  aflerting  of  his  Title  to  the  Whole; 
and  the  People  fupported  him  fo  unanimouty,  that  there  is  no 
general  Revolution  recorded  in  ancient  or  modern  Hiftory  to 
have  been  more  efrc&ually,  or  more  fecretly  brought  about, 
or  with  lefs  Eftiifion  of  Blood,  than  this,  from  whence  he  was 
j-aifed  to  the  Throne  of  Portugal  by  the  Title  of  John  the 
Fourth,  His  Subje&s  were  no  lefs  fteady  and  conftant  in  fup- 
porting  him  upon  the  Throne,  than  they  had  been  univerfally 
willing  and  ready  to  raife  him  to  it,  though  the  Spaniard 
maintained  a  long  War,  in'  hopes  of  recovering  this  Kingdom, 
and  though,  the  Dutch%  notwith  (landing  they  were  then  fight- 
ing for  their  own  Liberties  againft  the  fame  Crown,  profecuted 
their  Dcfigns  in  the  Indies^  and  in  Brazil,  againft  the  Portii- 
guefe. 

It  is  true,  that  they  Joft  feveral  of  their  remaining  Settle- 
ments in  Afia\  and- that  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  they 
preferved  Goa\  Bombay ',  Diu*  and  a  few  inconfiderable  Places  on 
the  Continent;  but  in  the  Brazils  they  had  better  Fortune, 
the  People  prcferr'd  their  Government  to  that  of  the  Dutch 
and  in  a  fliort  time  they  recovered  all  that  they  had  there 
Joft. 

We  muft  obferve  that  while  the  Spaniards  were  Matters  of 
Portugal^  their  Maxims  6f  making  the  moft  of  the  King- 
dom while  in  their  Hands,  ruined  the  Trade,  funk  the  naval 
Power,  and  brought  the'Portuguefe  Plantations  almoft  "to  no- 
thing. An  equal  arid  juft  Government  is*  neceflary,  not  only 
to  raife,  but  to  preferve  thefe  Advantages  to  any  Nation,  fmcc 
whenever  that  is  wanting,  they  droop,  dwindle,  and  decay, 
^ike  Plants  that  remain  unwater'd,  or  Children  trufted  to  a 
mercenary  Nurfe,  that  fbon  lofe  their  Fleih  and  Colour,  which 
\vere  the  Rcfult  of  the  Pains  taken  with  them  by  an  affcftionate 
Mother.  To  judge  from  Effcfls  may  be  a  bad  Maxim  ia 
Molality,  but  in  Politicks  it  fcldom  fails. 

John 
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John  the  IVdTdied*  in  1651,    withouf  (Seine;  an  End'  of  t 
that  War  which  his  Acceffion  had  occafioned.    He  left  his  Do-  . 
minions  to  hisr§on  Aipbonfo  VI.  then  a  Child,  under  the  Tute- 
lage of   the  Queen  Dowager,  his  Mother,     This  gave  the 
Spaniards   a  gr$at  Advantage,  and  nine  Years  after  they  ob- 
tained, in  Appearance  at  leaft,  dill  a  greater;  for  at  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees*  the  French*  who  had  hi* 
therto  been  the,  warm  and  almoft  the  fole  Allies  of  Portugal,  . 
engaged  to  give  that  Crown  no  farther  Affiftance ;  but  their  . 
great  Regard  for  their  own  Intereft,  induced  them,  in  direft  - 
Violation  of  that  Article,  to  fend  the  Portuguefe  greater  Affift-  \ 
aace  than  they  had  ever  done,  under  the  Command  of  Mar- 
ftal  Scbombe/gh*  an  Officer  of  fuch  Capacity,  that  it  might  be' 
truly  (aid,  his  Angle  Perfon  was  equivalent  to  a  fmall  Army. 

He  reformed  many  Abufes,  and  introduced  a  new  Discipline; 
among  the  Portuguefe  Troops  ;   fo  that  notwithstanding  they ♦ 
had  the  whole  Spanijh  Force  to  deal  with,  yet  they  bravely  de- 
fended their  Liberties,  and  .gained  two  fuch  fignal  Vi&ories  at' 
Eftremos  aadflllp  Viciofa*  as  convinced  their  Enemies,   that' 
the  Defire  of  Freedom  may  over- ballanee  Superiority  of  Num- 
bers,   At>laft.in  1J&68,  the  French  King  Louis  XIV.  falling, 
contrary  to  the  Faith: of  Treaties,  with  a  great  Army  into  the; 
Low-Countries*  the  Spaniards  found  themfelves  under  a  Neceffity 
of  makjng  Peace  with  Portugal*  which  was  done  under  the 
Mediation  of  King  Charles  II.  of  Great-Britain*  who  had  mar-, 
ried  the  Infanta  Catharine*  Daughter  to  King  John*  and  Sifter 
to  King  Alpbopfbi  by  this  Treaty  the  Crown  of  Spain  renoun-, 
ced  all  her  Claims  and  Pretentions  to  that  of  Portugal*  and 
folemnly  -  acknowledged  the  Rights  of  the  Houfe  of  BraganfOy 
which  put  arj  End  to  a  difputed  Title,  and  reftpr'd  Peace  to  this 
Country,  after  a  War,  or  at  leaft  the  Interruption  of  Peace,  for 
the  Space  of  twenty-eight  Years. 

Alphonfo  Vl.  having  attained  the  Years,  tho'  not.  the  Discre- 
tion of  a  Man,  refolved  to  take  the  Government. of  his  Do-> 
minions  jpito  his  own  Hands,,  tho'  his  Mother  had .  ruled  with 
great  Prudence,  and  himfelf  could  not  but  b$  fatis&ed  of  his 
Qwn  Incapacity,  which  is  faid.  to  have  been  owing  to  ,a  long 
Indifpofitipn,  that  fo  much  weakened  his  Abilities,  both  in 
Body  and  Mind,  as  to  render  him  equally  unfit  for  the  Du~ 
ties  of  a  King,  and  of  a  Hvifband.  But  Iris  Favourites  who 
had  perfuaded  him  to  remove  bis  Mother  (who  is  faid  to 
have  died  of  Grief  in  a  Year  after)  from  the  Adminiftration 
tf  Affairs,  adyifed  him  likewife,  from  Views  of  their  own, 
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to  marry  without  Qefy;  and  slcttWdingly  a  Prirtbefs  of  4my 
Nemours  Was  thought  of  for  his  Queen,  whom  he  a&ually 
efpoufcd.  Thofe  who  had  pufced  him  upon  thefo  Dcfigro, 
and  who  had  no  other  View  than  that  of  governing  die  King- 
dom at  their  own  Will  under  his  Naiae,  began  next  ft*  infofe 
Jealosies  of  his  Brother  Don  P$dn>  the  prefomptiv^  Heir  of 
the  Crown;  and  are  alfo  faid  to  have  engaged  him  m  fuch 
©iher  low  and  Jhariiefui  Intrigues,  as  obliged  the' Queen,  after 
(he  had  cohabited  with  hiln  for  fix  Months,  to  retire  to  a  Con- 
vent for  the  Prefervation,  as  file  affirmed,  of  her  Honour  and 
6er  Life. 

The  Infant  Dorr  P«fo,  Confidcring  the  Incapacity  of  his 
Jftbtker,  the  confuted  State  of  publicfe  Affair,  and  his  own 
great  Pefif,  determined  by  the  Advice,  and  with  the  Afflft- 
ance  tfffd  Dftftn(  of  the  principal  KobiMtVy  ts>  fecure  the  Per- 
Jftri  of  the  Ring,  and  to  take  upon  Wrmetf  the  AdminjftrarM 
of  the  G&remthent.  Thii-  was  jfceofdtogty  done,  and  ritft 
Idng  after  the  Queen  left  he*  Convent,  drtd  a  Diipenfafibnhavmg 
been  obtained  ftorn  the  Court  of  Rmefor  trkePui'pofe,  efpoafed 
the  Prince  Don  Pedro,  who  removed  Alpfonfi  to  the  Mand  tf 
ViYcem  wfcere  he  kept  fcimcdtffiiW*  unite-  si  fttoAg  Guard; 
Jflft  iraufed  him  to  be  treated  #fch  the  TenderiteB  Whidf  he 
&#t&  hrs  Brother,  and  the  Re$e&  that  ##  dt*e  to  a  King. 
However,  feme  malicious-  Tongftg,  ih  a  feW  Year*,  reporting 
tfie  ddhtrafy,  the  Prince  cadfe*  him  €6  he  brought  back  to 
the  Cdftfe  df  C&m-*,  wfcMtf  $  Day's  Journey  of  /#&*,  and 
there,  under  an  eafy  Cuft6dy,  he  was  ferved  attditrfjpedted  as  i 
Jfcing.  The  Prince  was  peribaded  by  many  to  have  aftmied 
that  Tjtle  hrrnWf,  but  he  inflexibly  declined  it,  contenting 
Kimfelf  wMjf  thin  of  Regent  till  Ma  Brother  died,  wftfcif  was 

This  is  the  heft  Account,  th$e,  6dm  comparing  the  moft 
anthepdek  Jlefatidrfy  We  KaVe  been  able  tib  obtain  of  this  Af- 
ftjr;  for  as  to  the  fine-vfrrought  and  amazing' Stories  that  are 
feumj  in  feme  fecret  Htftorjes  and  private  Mehtytfr*,  Aey  feed* 
p  be  dieftitutc  itf  alt  foundation  in  Truth,  fine*  *  DoriiPafr' 
had  been  inclined  to  get  rid  of  his  Brother*  and  to  make  hirtfelf 
MafteT  o{  the  kingdom  at  <ny  Rate,  he  might  mc*  certainly 
hive  done  ft  in  the  Ccmfufiort  of  the  firft  Revolution  or  not 
fong  after  he  was  lent  fo  Titfprfc;  biit  as  ho  did  nejther,  but 
iKew^d  h/mfejf  jn  all  other  &e$e$s  a  religions  and  virtuous 
pWncej  there  |s  jlo  Caufe  for  gtving  Cr€d}t  to  any  of  tfcbfe  Stif- 
ricjbni,  Whiei$  ib|icjful>  jll-iaformed,  or  malicious  Wrkcrt 
pilYe  pujblifljed*  *       .     .     ■   .    .  , 
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King?***  Had  by  bbSrftQyeen,  *ho  hid  bcfcr  his  Br*. 
tlier's  Wife,  only  (Hie  Daughter^  and  for  feme  time  before  her 
Mother's  Death,  (he  wis  {onfidefedas  the  Hekefcof  the  K-tng- 
dom,  and  while  (he  was  fo  confidered,  a  Marriage  Was  tieUted 
for  bcr  with  thetyomtg  Dukerof  &*«*?  nay  th»  was  carried  To 
far,  that  the  Pmtugutji  Fket  was  actually  font  to  tht  Coafts  of 
Italy ^  in  older  to  bring  over  the  intended  Bridegroom ;  but  that 
Prince  changing  his  Min^>  the  Fleet  returned  without  him, 
and  the  Infanta  dying  foon  after  this  Difeppotntmetft,  the  People' 
of  Portugal  vidkotly  fblliched  theitf  Sovereign  to  think  of  a  fe- 
cond  Marriage*  Which  induced  him  to  efpoufe  the  Prinoeft  Ma- 
ria Sppbim,  Daughter  to  the  Efedor  Palatini*  by  whom  he  had 
IfftK  jvbn  Prince  of  Brazil,  and  alfo  the  latum  Don  Francis, 
Jjoti  jn$$Htc9  and  Don />  j9immn 

The  Kins  continued  for  many  Years  to  govern  hi*  Subjefis 
with  gnat  Juftke  and  Moderation  ?  and  as  a-  long  arid  cruel 
War  had  wafted  his  People  dnd  his  TreaTuft?*  during  tb* 
Reign  of  his  Brother,  he  was  very  careful  to  preferve  reace, 
to  encourage  Agriculture*  and  fo  ptodnote  the  Comofcrte  of 
his  Subje&s.  A  little  before  the  Pcico  of  Sg/imri%  ht  offered 
his  Mediation  to  Louis  XIV.  but  received  fisch  an  Anfwer,  as 
ftowed  plainly  enough  that  Fremc*  was  refolved  to  rejeft  it 
with  a  kind  of  Difdain.  The  Portugtteft  Monarch  thought 
fit  to  pais  by  the  Affront  for  the  prefent ;  but  it  afterward 
coft  Frame  dear.  So  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for  Princes, 
though  ever  fo  powerful,  to  treat  with  any  Degree  of  Con- 
tempt foch  as  are  confeflcdly  equal  to  tbefti  in  Rank,  though  for 
the  prefent  it  may  be  inferior  to  feme  other,  and  tbofe  too  acci- 
dental Refpcas. 

When  Pbttip  V.  mounted  the  Throne  of  Spain,  the  Friend* 
fliip  of  Portugal  became  not  only  expedient,  but  necefiary. 
Upon  this  Ocoaflon,  Ltuis  XIV.  was  as  obliging  and  civil,  as 
be  had  formerly  (hewn  himfelf  haughty  and  proud ;  and  tho' 
Don  Pedr$  had  already  refolved  on  the  Part  he  was  to  take, 
tet  confidering  how  toon,  andhoweafily  he  might  be  crufhed 
by  the  Forces  of  the  two  Crowns,  be  entered  into  an  Alliance 
with  King  Philip,  and  this  fo*  varidus  Reafora.  In  the  firft 
Place,  it  gained  Time,  and  delivered  him  from  prefent  Dan- 
ger; in  the  next,  it  gave  an  Opportunity  of  gaining.  gooA 
Terms;  which  might  be  of  Ufe  to  him  on  another  Occafion  ; 
and  laftly,  he  obtained  by  it  fomfc  prefent  Advantages,  which 
were  very  beneficial  to  his  Subje&s.  Yet  notwithftanding  this 
Treaty,   he  refufed,   though  warmly  prcficd  by  the  French 
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King,  to'  acknowledge  the  Title  of  die  Son  of  King  James  to 
jthe  Crown  of  Great -Britain^  which  ihowed  plainly  enough, 
that  in  makingthis  Treaty  he  had  followed  his  Intereft  rather 
ttian  his  Inclination.  ' 

As  <foonas  the  general  Confederacy  was  formed  againft 
France,  and  it  clearly  appealed  that  the  Allies  meant  to  fee  up 
another  King  of  Spain,  tbo  Portuguefe  Monarch  ^demanded  of 
the  FrBnsh  King,  purfaaht  .to  the  Jate  Alliance,  a  Fleet  of 
thirty  Sail  «rf:  the  Line,  and  a  large  Sum  of  Money.  He 
knew  well  enough,  that  as  Things  then  flood,  thofe  Demands i 
could  not  be  complied  with;  but  he  wanted  a  Pretence  for 
breaking  that  Treaty,  without'  breaking*  Faith,  and  .this  did 
his  Bufinefs  very  eflfe&ually  j  fbr  as  foon  as-  the  Fleet  of  the 
Allies  appeared  upon  his  Coaft,  he  thought  'St:  to. declare  him« 
felf  neuter,  »and  not  long*after  made  a  Treaty  with  Charles  III. 
whofe  Claim  they  fupported  to  the  whole  Spmnijb  Monarchy. 
By  this  Treaty  he  ftipulated  for  hirnfejf  very  great  Advantages;1 
for  the-  new  Kin?  was"  to  efpoufe  the  Infanta  of  Portugal^ 
though  but  a  Child  of  feveri  Years  old  4  feverai  Places  were 
to  be  yielded  to  him  on  the r* Frontiers  of  Spain;  tome  Con- 
ceflions  were  likewife  to  be  made  in  the-  indite  and  Amaua\ 
and  he  was:  to  have  the.  Affiento  of  Negroes,  which  had 
been- alfo. 'granted  him  by  the  former  Treaty  with  King 
Philip. 

In  confideration  of  thefe  Terms,  he  agreed .  to  receive  King 
CharUsy  and  to  affift  him  with  Forces,  for  the  Recovery  of  his 
Kingdom,  for  which,  hovfrever,  he  was  to  have  large  Subfidies 
from  the  Maritime  Powers,  and- a  good  .Fleet  to  protect  his 
Coafts.  A  few  days  before  King  Charles  arrived  at  Lijfan>  died 
the  Infanta,  who  was*  to  have  been  his  Queen?  but  this  made 
no  Alteration.in  the  Meafures  that  had  been  concerted,  his 
Portuguefe  Majefty  refolving  to  profecute  the  War  as  he  had 
prom  i fed ;  but  before  any  Steps  could  be  taken  for  this  Purpofe, 
he  was  ♦removed  by  Death,  Dumber  9,  1706,:  when  he  bad 
lived  fifty-eight,  and  fromthe/Peathof  his  Brother,  had  reigned 
&venty«threc  Years.  J  .    .. 

*  JohrVv  the.Fathor  of  the  prefent  King  of  Portugal^  fucceeded 
hivPather,  arid  purfued  his  Steps  very  exadly,  notwithstanding 
tirrSpaniards  furprixed  the  Town  of  Alcantara^  and  made  the 
Garrifon  Prifbners  of  War,  almoft  before  he  was  wann  in  the 
Thuone,  The  Affiftance  he  gave  the  Allies,  brought  the 
Spanjjh  Monarchy  twice  to  the  Brink  of  Ruin;  and  though 
fcoit'^pf  oar  Accounts  fay,  that  the  Portuguefe  Soldiers  he? 
b§vqfcbut  indifferently  in  that  War,  yet  this  ought  not  to  be 
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underftood  as  a  national  Reflection,  farther  than  as  long 
Peace,  great  Wealth,  and  much  Luxury,  are  capable  of  cor-  " 
rupting  any  People.  t  And  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  inform  the 
Reader,  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  vyoung  Nobility,  who  ' 
were  Officers  at  this  Time  in  the  Army,  were  but  Frefh- water*' 
Commanders,  and  who,  from  leading  indolent  and  debauched 
Lives  at  Lifbony  were  come  to  make  their  Fortunes  by  their 
Commiffions.  It  was  no  great  Wonder  therefore  that  they 
behaved  but  indifferently,  or  that  the  poor  People  who  obeyed 
them  followed  their  Examples*  But  that  this  was  the  fole 
Caufeof  their  Misbehaviour  appears  from  hence,  that  after 
the  fatal  Battle  of  Jlmanza,  many  Englijb  Officers  were  obliged  ' 
to  fill  up,  and  fome  raifed  their  whole  Corps  afrelh  amongft 
the  Portuguese  \  and  from  the  Mouths  of  thofe  Offictrs  I  have 
heard,  that  iuch  Men,  when  in  our  Pay,  behaved  in  Time  of  ' 
Action  as  well  as  any  Men  could  do,  and  were  befides  fo  fober,  % 
fb  diligent,  and  fo  attentive  to  their  Duty,  that  what  was  at 
firft  done  from  Neceffity,  became  Matter  of  Choice.  This  I 
thought  it  was  but  Juftice  in  me  to  mention,  as  the  calumnious 
Reports  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Reputation  are  already  com-  \ 
mon  enough  in  Print. 

At  the  Clofe  of  the  War,  King  John  raifed  very  high  De-  . 
mands  upon  thfe  Crown  of  Spain ;  tor  he  knew  well  enough 
that  Abatements  might  be  made  at  any  time,  and  very  rightly  * 
judged,  that  by  afking  a  great  deal  he  fhould  be  fure  to  get 
fomewbat,  as  he  really  did,  both  in  Europe  and  in  America*  * 
befides  a  Compenfation  for  the  Lofs  of  his  Negro  Contract. 
But  after  all,  it  fell  very  fhort  of  what  he  had  ftipulated  with 
King  Charles,  though  perhaps  the  Peiace  he  made  with  King  t 
Philips  in  1715,  might  be  very  near  an  Equivalent  for  what  " 
would  have  been  allowed  of  his  Treaty,  if  King  Charles  had 
fucceeded,  and  become  the  peaceable  Poffeflbr  of  the  Spanifa 
Monarchy  f  as  there  is  a  wide  Difference  between  what  Princes 
may  be  brought  to  promife  in  their  Diftrefs,  and  their  Readi- 
ngs to  perforin,  when  it  is  in  their  Power  to  difpute  the  Per- 
formance. ' 

While  the  War  continued,  the  Commerce  of  the  Brazils 
began  to  grow  much  more  confiderable  than  in  former  Times, 
by  the  working  of  the  Gold  Mines ;  and  as  there  was  at  that 
Time  a  great  lntercourfe  between  the  two  Nations,  the  Britijb 
Traders  obtained  a  large  Share  of  that  Gold  for  the  Commodities 
and  Manufactures  with  which  they  furnifhed  the  Portuguefe. 
King  John  could  not  help  feeing  this  with'  Concern,  he/ 
fhought  it  hard  they  fhould  have  but  a  Sight  of  the  vaft  Wealth 
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derived  from  their  own  Settlements,  and  that  it  fhould  imfne- 
dftrtely  vanilh,  as  it  were,  out  of  Portugal  into  another  Country. 
His  Minifters  were  exaftly  of  their  Matter's  Opinion,  and  many 
Confutations  were  held  about  finding  a  fpeedy  and  effe&ual  Re- 
medy for  what  thev  confidered  as  the  greateft  Grievance.  At 
length  it  was  concluded,  that  the  only  Method  could  be  taken 
was  to  prohibit  the  Wear  of  foreign  Manufactures ;  and  this! 
had  certainly  been  put  in  Execution,  if  Lord  Gahuay*,  the  Com* 
xnander  of  our  Forces  in  that  Country,  though  a  Frenchman  by 
Birth,  had  not  prevented  it. 

He  was  a  great  Favourite  with  his  Portuguefe  Majefty,  and 
cdeemed  to  be,  as  he  certainly  was,  a  very  honeft  Man.  To 
him  therefore,  as  to  a  Friend,  and  under  the  flrklefl;  Injundtion 
of  Secrecy,  the  Rmg  communicated  this  Affair,  and  alked 
his  Advice  about  it.  His  Lord  (hip  told  him  fairly,  that  the 
.Remedy  would  be  worfe  than  the  Difeafe ;  that  the  fame  Pro- 
vidence which  had  given  his  Subjects  Gold,  had  bellowed 
Commodities  and  Manufactures  upon  the  Englijh\  that  the 
Exchange  therefore  was  not  fo  injurious  as  be  imagined  j  and 
that  by  prohibiting  Commerce,  he  might  force  thofe  that  were 
now  his  beft  friends  to  become  his  Enemies,  and  to  employ 
their  Naval  Power*  which  he  knew  to  be  fo  much  fuperior  to 
his  own,  in  taking  that  by  Force  for  which  they  now  gave  a 
proper  Equivalent.. 

He  farther  reprefented,  that  whatever  turn  the  War  might 
take,  Portugal  muft  always  (land  in  need  of  the  Friendihip  of 
England,  to  prevent  becoming  dependent  on  the  Houfe  of  JujirU, 
or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  and  therefore  it  was  much  better  that 
his  SubjeQs  fhould  trade  with  thofe  from  whom  he  had  fo  much 
to  hope,  than  with  other  Nations  from  whom  he  had  all  things 
to  fear.  The  King,  who  was  both  a  reafonable  and  a  juft  Prince, 
and  who  in  this  Bufinefs  aded  folely  from  a  laudable  Affe&ion 
for  his  Subje&s,  comprehended  the  Force  of  thefe  Arguments, 
and  immediately  laid  afide  a  Project,  which  how  plaufible  foever 
in  its  firft  Appearance,  was  certainly  at  the  Bottom  neither  equi- 
table nor  practicable.  Happy  for  the  World  if  all  Kings  meant 
as  well,  deliberated  as  coolly,  and  were  as  ready  to  receive  and 
follow  good  Adv  ice  ! 

The  next  remarkable  Point  in  this  Reign  was,  the  Quarrel 
between  his  Portuguefe  Majejfty  and  the  Pope,  about  the 
Affair  of  the  Nuncio  £uhi9  an  Incident  too  inconfiderable  in 
itfelf  to  be  mentioned  iii  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  if  it  did 
not  contribute  to  explain  a  political  Article  which  is  very  well 
worth  the  ingenious  Reader's  Time  perfcdlly  to  comprehend ; 
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becaufe  on  the  one  hand,  it  thews  the  Connection  between  the 
Catholick  Powers  and  the  Head  of  their  Church  *  and  on  the 
other  hand,  it  explains  the  Manner  in  which  thefe  Powers 
a&  when  they  believe  themfelves  at  any  time  ill  ufed  by  the 
Pope.  Signior  Bichi  was  fent  to  the  Court  of  Lijion  fo  early 
as  the  Year  1710,  and  at  firft  the  Court  was  very  for  from  being 
pleafed  with  him,  but  by  degrees  he  got  over  the  Avcrfion, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  afterwards  the  King  recommended  him  «to 
Clement  XI.  for  a  Cardinal's  Hat  j  which  was  refufed,  under 
Pretence  that  his  Nomination  was  oppofed  by  the  Imperial 
Court ;  which,  however,  was  not  ftri&jy  true.  Innoant  XIIL 
confiding'  in  the  known  Piety  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  ven- 
tured toufehim  worfe  than  bis  Predeceflor  had  done*  for  he 
not  only  refufed  abfolutely  to  make  the  Nuncio  a  Cardinal,  but 
recalled  Signior  Bichi  y  and  fent  another  Prelate  to  fucceed  him. 
But  the  King  of  Portugal  would  not  fubmit  to  this  Indignity, 
and  therefore  fent  word  to  the  new  Nuncio,  not  to  fet  foot  tn 
bis  Dominions,  and  refufed  Hkewife  to  let  the  old  one  go,  till 
he  was  aflured  that  Refped  would  be  paid  to  his  Nomination. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Innoant  XIII.  fucceeded  Benedifi  XIII. 
who  went  a  ftep  farther  than  his  Predeceflor,  by  commanding 
pofitively  the  Nuncio  Bichi  to  quit  the  Court  of  Lijbon,  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and  returned  by  the  Way  of  Madrid  into 
Itafy.  But  this  Treatment  provoked  the  King  of  Portugal  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  recalled  his  Subje&s  from  Rome,  biokc 
off  all  Correspondence  with  that  Court ;  and  if  the  Pope  had 
lived  a  little  longer,  would  very  probably  have  fet  up  a  Pa- 
triarch. Cardinal  Corfiii  fuccceding  Pope  Benedid^  by  the  T#e 
of  Clement  XII.  found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  putting  an 
End  to  this  Quarrel,  which  had  now  lafted  almoft  twenty 
Years,  and  in  his  fecond  Promotion  io  17  31,  beftowed  the 
long-expe&ed  Hat  .upon  Biehi,  who  was  then  upwards  of 
Sixty. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  Court  of  Rme  hoped1  that,  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Difpute,  either  the  King  or  the  Nuncio  would 
have  died,  and  then  it  would  have  dropped  of  courfe,  in  a  man* 
ner  honourable  to  the  Holy  See ;  but  failing  in  this,  the  late 
Pope  was  forced  to  make  the  belt  of  a  bad  Bargain,  that  he 
might  avoid  driving  things  to  Extremities. 
-  In  the  Year  1729,  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  between 
the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal-,  the  Prince  of  Ajlurias,  now 
his  Catholick  Majefty,  efpoufed  the  Infanta  of  Portugal,  and  the 
Prince  of  Brazil^  now  King  of  Portugal,  the  Infanta  of  Spain, 
formerly  ftiledQueen  of  France.  The  Exchange  of  the  Princeffes 
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Was  made  with  great  Solemnity,  and  their  Catholick  and  Pdr- 
tuguefe  Majefties  had  an  Interview  on  the  23d  ofJanuary>  in  the 

.  Ifknd  of  Pegw  in  the  River  of  Caya9  about  a  League  from 

.Badajoz.  But  notwithftanding  this  Alliance,  the  two  Courts 
were  very  near  coming  to  a  Rupture  in  1735;  and  it  is  thought, 
that  the  fending  a  Britijb  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  Sir  John 
Norris  to  &fl>m>  was  what  chiefly  prevented  it,  and  faved  /V* 
tugal  from  an  Invafion. 

The  two  Crowns  were  not  reconciled  thoroughly  till  the 
Year  1737*  from  which  Period  they  became  every  Day  more 
united,  which  gave  much  •  Satisfaction  to  fome  Courts,  and 
no  Umbrage  to  any.  Through  the  Courfe  of  about  thir- 
teen Years  more,  the  King  profecuted  ftcadily  the  fame  Maxims 
of  Government  to  which  he  adhered  in  his  Youth,  which 
would  have  turned  more  to  the  Advantage  of  his  Subjcch 
than  they  did,  if  he  had  not  confumed  fucti  immenfe  Sums 
in  erecting  religious  Houfes,  decorating  Churches,  and  caufing 
a  Chapel  to  be  built,  the  Ornaments  and  Furniture  of  which 
furpafled  all  Example,  and  almoft  exceeded  Computation. 
A  Stroke  of  the  Palfy,  under  which  he  laboured  for  many 
Years,  and  by  which  his  Faculties  were  very  much  impaired, 
threw  publick  Affairs  in  a  great  meafure  into  the  Hands  of 
Priefts,  as  little  agreeable  to  the  Inclinations  as  it  was  to  the 

,  Interefts  of  the  People.  In  this  Situation  of  Things,  a  Treaty 
was  made  in  1750,  with  the  Court  of  Madrid^  by  which  Nra 
Colonia  on  the  River  of  Plate  was  yielded  to  his  Catholick  M2- 
jefty,  to  the  great  Regret  of  the  Portuguefey  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  the  Value  of  that  Settlement,  as  becaufe  they  appre- 
hended their  Pofleifioh  of  the  Brazils  would  by  this  Ceffion  be 
rendered  precarious.  On  the  laft  of  July  the  fame  Year,  this 
Monarch,  worn  out  by  his  Diftemper,  deceafed,  in  the  fixty- 

.  fiift  Year  of  his  Age,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  Year  of  his 
Reign. 

t  I/on  J*f*pt>9  Prince  of  Brazil,  fucceeded  his  Father,  to 
the-  univerfad  Satisfaction  of  his  Subjects,  and  with  as  great 

.  Expectations,  as  ever  any  Monarch  that  mounted  the  Throne. 
It  was  generally  believed  that  he  would  make  confiderable 
Alterations,  in  which  he  did  not  difappoint  the  Hopes  of 
the  Publick ;  and  yet  they  were  done  fo  flowly,  with  fuch 
Moderation,   and  with  fo  many  Circum  fiances  of  Prudence, 

•  as  hundred  all  Grounds  of  Complaint.     Amongft  other  new 

.  Regulations,  the  Power  of  the  Inquifition  fuffered  fome  Re- 
ftriciion  ;  the  King  directing  that  none  of  their  Sentences 
fliqulo  be  put  in  Execution^  till  reviewed  and  approved  by 
his  Privy  Council.     But  as  in  the   Reign  of  his  father  h: 
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had  contented  to  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  he  ratified  it  after  his 
Acceflion,  and  hae  fince  adtually  carried  it  into  Execution  upon 
this  noble  Principle,-  that  no  Confederations  of  Intereft  ought 
ever  to  induce  a  Monarch  to  break  his  Word. 

The  Progrefs  of  his  Reign  has  been  of  a  Piece  with,  its 
Beginning;  and  the  Allies,  as  well  as  the  Subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  Portugal,  havfc  had  juft  .Reafqj^  to  efteem  them- 
felves  happy  in  fp  good  .a  Princf .  One  Circurnftance  only 
occupies  the  Attention  of  the  former,"  at  ■  the  fame  time  that  it 
excites  the  Fear  of  the  latter.  His  Portuguefe  Majefty  is 
without  Iflue  Male,  his  Uncjes  and  his  Brother  unmarried* 
This  might  afford  room  for  many  Speculations  of  a  delicate 
Nature,  and  for  that  Reafon,  at  this  Juncture  more  efpecially, 
improper.  We  may  be  fure  that  the  King  and  Queen  cannot 
but  have  this  Matter  at  heart,  in  which  their  People  and  their 
Pofterity  have  fo  near  and  fo  great  a  Concern,  and  there- 
fore we  may  hope  that  fome  Provision  will  be  made,  con- 
fident alike  with  the  true  Interefts  of  Portugal,  and  the 
Tranquillity  of  Europe.  We  have  had  too  recent  an  Example 
of  what  happened  upon  the  Death-  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI. 
notwithftanding  all  the  Care  that  could  be  taken,  and  we  know 
how  very  near  that  was  to  destroying  the  Ballance,  which  pef- 
haps  would  have  taken  place,  but  through  the  Defect  of  Force 
in  that  Prince  to  whom  they  gave  the  Title  of  Heir.  This 
Error,  no  doubt,  will  be  avoided  here,  and  the  Suceefiion  fo 
fecurely  fettled  as  to  put  it  into  their  Power  to  maintain  them- 
felves  with  the  Affiftance  of  the-Nation's  Affections,  and  the 
Support  of  Crowns  which  are  naturally  bound  to  tefpedt  Por- 
tugal, and  to  manifeft  the  Truth  of  their  Profeffions  by  their 
Deeds. 

As  for  the  Interefts  of  Portugal,  they  may  be  divided  into 
Political,  Which  regard  .their  PoiTeffions  in  Europe,  and  Com- 
mercial, which  refpeS  their  Dominions  in  Afia,  .Africa,  rand 
America.  As  to  the  firft,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  confifts  in 
maintaining  Peace;  a  Point  to  which  his  late  Majefty  re- 
mained always  well  inclined,  and  thereby  preferved  Quiet  to 
his  Subje&s  in  the  midft  of  all  the  Broils  of  Europe.'  There  is 
no  doubt  the/  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourfon  bras  been,  and  Acre 
is  no  Reafon  to  fufpeft  that  it  will  not  remain,  formidable  to  this 
Kingdom  i  and  hence  arifes  theNeceffity  that  Portugal  is  under, 
of  living  upon  good  Terms  with  the  Maritime  Powers,  and 
more  efpecially  with  Great- Britain.  It  is  indeed  faying  no  more, 
than  Truth,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Inftance  in  Hiftory  of  a 
«K>re  lafling  and  tfiacqre  Friendlbip^  than  has  fubfifted,  for  near 
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a  Century  pall,  between  the  two  Crowns;  and  a*  it  Is  their 
mutual  Intereft  that  it  fliould  fubfift,  there  feeds  to  be  no 
Ground  to  fufped  it  will  not  do  fo.  While  this  continues,  and 
while  Great -Britain  maintains  her  Superiority  at  Sea,  Portugal 
can  hardly  ever  be  in  danger. 

As  for  the  Northern  Crowns,  flie  has  very  little  to  do  with 
them,  or  they  with  her ;  and  for  die  Italian  States,  it  is  not 
eafr  to  conceive  how  any  Difference  Ibould  arife  between  them 
and  his  Portuguese  Majefty ;  and  if  there  fliould,  k  is  very  eafy 
for  him  to  do  himfeW  juftice.  There  were  formerly  long  and 
bloody  Wars  between  the  Subje&s  of  this  Cftown  and  the 
Moors ;  but  as  their  Caufes  are  now  eeafed,  their  Confequences 
are  funk  with  them.  We  muft  however  except  the  piratical 
States  of  Barbary,  which  are  in  conftant  War  witji  PorU^\ 
becaufc  they  are  conftant  Gainers  by  it;  but  whenever  a  mar- 
tial and  a&ivc  Prince  fiiall  be  feated  upon  that  Throne,  he  will 
not  find  it  a  very  difficult  Matter,  to  put  his  Navy  in  fuch  a  Con- 
dition, as  may  impofe  Refped  upon  thefe  thievifn  People,  whole 
Depredations  are  a  Scandal  to  all  the  European  Powers,  who 
might  eafily  crufh  them  at  once,  inftead  of  continuing  to  pay 
Tribute  t?  an  infignificant  Race  of  Rovers,  that  owe  their  Im- 
punity merely  to  the  Negligc&ce  and  Want  of  publick  Spirit  in 
thole,  who  ought  long  ago  to  have  deftreycd  them,  and  may  do 
it  whenever  they  think  fit.  Let  us  now  defcend  to  the  fecand 
Particular. 
t     As  to  the  Commercial  Intereft  of  Portugal f  it  lies  now  chief- 

E*  '  the  Weft*  as  it  did  formerly  in  the  Eafl-ln&es  5  and  in  re- 
to  Brazil,  their  Strength  is  fo  great,  that  they  have  ao 
on  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  their  Neighbours  5  the 
only  danger  to  which  they  are  expofed,  is  from  an  Infuireffion 
of  their  own  Negroes,  which  might  indeed  have  very  bad  Con- 
fequences* In  the  prefent  State  of  things,  this  Colony  is  cfae 
moft  profitable  in  the  World,  fince,  considering  the  Proportion 
between  the  two  Kingdoms,  Portugal  draws  more  Profit  from 
her  Brazils,  than  Spain  from  both  Mexico  and  Peru.  It  is 
otherwife  in  regard  to  Afiay  where  from  an  Empire  of  alcnoft 
incredible  Extent,  the  Portuguefe  Dominion  is  in  a  manner 
ftirunk  within  the  narrow  Bounds  of  the  little  Peninfula  at  the 
Point  of  which  ftands  die  City  of  Goa. 

It  has  often  been  deliberated  in  the  Council  at  Liflon,  whe- 
ther they  fliould  not  defert  even  that,  fince  in  fome  Years  it 
cofts  more  to  maintain  it  than  it  is  worth.  But  of  late  we  were 
told,  that  a  Projed  has  been  formed,  not  for  recovering  their 
Dominions  indeed,  but  for  reftoring  their  Trade,  and  extend- 

3 


Digitized 


by  Google 


,  .  t  3«f  1 

tng  their  Commerce  In  the  Raft-Indies*  by  reforming  the 
Abufes  under  which  it  has  long  fuffered.  If  ever  this  is  car- 
ried into  Execution,  it  muft  be  at  a  Time  when  the  other 
European  Powers,  that  have  Dominions  in  thofe  Parts,  are  at 
War  with  each  other -,  and  therefore  they  could  never  expeft 
a  more  favourable  Juncture  than  the  pad  War,  which  they 
negleded.  If  they  had  embraced  it,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
foreign  Merchants  would  have  been  ready  enough  to  (ccurc 
their  own  EfFeds,  trading  under  Portuguefe  Colours  j  and 
a  very  few  Years  Pra&ice  of  this  kind  would  We  chan- 
ged the  Pace  of  their  Affairs  in  India,  and  might  poffibly 
have  encouraged  their  Government  at  home  to  think  fc- 
rioufly  of  giving  them  all  the  Affiftance  in  their  Power ;  the 
want  of  which  has  been  moft  apparently  the  principal  Caufe  of 
their  Decline. 

Before  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  was  annexed  to  that  of 
Spain,  her  Monarchs  were  remarkable  for  their  Attention  to 
naval  Power,  to  the  Support  of  their  Colonies,  and  whatever 
might,  extend  their  Commerce  j  and  to  this  extraordinary 
Care  of  their  Princes,  the  quick  Growth  of  their  maritime 
Force,  and  their  amazing  Progrefs  in  India,  was  chiefly  due. 
But  while  a  Province  to  Spain,  all  this  funk  as  faft  as  it  rofe; 
and  before  the  Portuguefe  could  extricate  themfelves  from 
this  Dependence,  they  were  almoft  undone.  The  defending 
their  own  Country  next,  and  the  recovering  of  Brazil,  em- 
ployed all  their  Care,  and  thefe  are  their  Excufes  for  neg- 
lecting the  Indies.  But  as  all  thofe  Burdens  are  now  removed, 
as  they  have  no  fecret  Enemies  Co  fear,  no  avowed  Enemies 
to  oppofc  them,  they  may  certainly,  by  a  timely  and  fteady 
Application*  reftore  the  Face  of  Things  in  this  Country ;  but 
to  delay  this,  will  very  probably  put  it  for  ever  out  of  their 
Power, 

Cfpon  the  whole  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  under  the  pre- 
fect and  the  laft  Reign,  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  has  had 
Time  to  recruit  and  recover  its  internal  Strength,  which 
was  much  exhaufted  by  fo  long  a  War,  as  followed  the 
raifing  the  Houfe  of  Braganca  to  the  Throne.  If  the  Ad- 
vantage therefore  of  this  Conjun&ure  be  not  loft,  but  the 
Portuguefe  avail  themfelves  fome  way  or  other  of  an  Interval 
that  leaves  them  entirely  at  Liberty,  there  is  no  Queftioa 
that  they  may  make  a  different  Figure  in  the  next  Century, 
from  what  they  did  in  the  laft,  or  do  at  prefent.  But  if,  as 
I  faid,  they  let  this  Occafion  entirely  flip,  and -flay  till  Europe 
fettles  upon  its  old  Foundation,  when  their  Dependency  on 
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tfittn  will  be  again  felt,  they  may  continue  as  ineonfide-' 
fable  as  fome  Writers  have  taken  a  Pkafure  to  rcprefcnC 
them. 

But  (his  will  be  their  own,  that  is,  the  Fault  of  their 
Government.  For  when  the  great  Powers  are  embarraffed, 
then  the  lefler  States  have  an  Opportunity  of  becoming,  by 
fame  bold  Meafcre,  which  may  be  taken  before  any  of  their 
Neighbours  are  well  acquainted  with  their  Views,  powerful  and 
independent.  If  a  Plan  for  regulating  what  little  belongs  to 
them  in  the  Indies,  had  been  fixed  a  Year  after  the  War  began, 
they  might  have  been,  by  this  time,  a?  formidable  there  as  any, 
except  the  Dutch;  and  the  French  would  have  connived  at  and 
affifted  them  as  the  weakeft  Side,  till  they  made  them  more  con- 
fiderable  than  the  reft,  and  then  they  would  have  repented  of 
their  good  Offices,  and  endeavoured  to  ruin  them.  Yet  their 
firft  Run  of  good  Fortune  might  well  enable  them  to  ftand  firm, 
and  the  Remembrance  of  part  Misfortunes  infpire  them  with 
juft  Principles. 

This  being  conceived,  and  attentively  promoted,  is  a  rery 
feafible  Scheme  for  reviving  their  paft  Glory,  and  reftoring 
naval  Power  to  the  Portuguefe,  who  muft  attempt  fomewhat 
•f  this  kind,  if  they  redly  mean  to  raife  up  their  Heads 
again,  and  rival  that  Reputation  they  had  before  Don  &- 
baftidn,  by  invading  Barbary,  deftroyed  himfelf,  his  Army, 
and  the  littered  of  his  Subjefis,  which  it  had  coft  his  Ao- 
ccftors  fo  much  to  acquire.  It  is  true  this  might  have  been 
undertaken  with  much  greater  Probability  of  Succefe  while 
the  War  continued,  at  which  Seafon  thefe  Conjeftuxes  \frerc 
firft  advanced ;  but  it  is  far  from  being  too  late,  even  now, 
if  things  are  maturely  conlidered  before  they  are  carried 
into  Execution,  and  are  then  executed  without  Precipita- 
tion. It  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence  to  thofe  who 
would  underftand  the  Interefts  of  Europe,  to  refleft  on  pai 
Events,  and  to  fpeculate  freely  upon  what  may  poffibly  happen 
in  time  to  come. 

We  have  an  Iriftance  of  this,  with  refpeft  to  the  Country  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  that  ought  not  to  be  pafled  over  in 
Silence.  A  Refolution  was  taken  a  little  before  the  late  King's 
Death  in  the  Councils  of  Portugal,  and  carried  into  Execution, 
by  which,  under  colour  of  repreffing  Luxury,  fome  feveie  Edi& 
have  been  published,  which  have  a  bad  Effe&  upon 'Trade. 
This  ihewed  that  his  Portuguife  Majefty  either  forgot  or  changed 
his  Sentiments  on  the  Point  formerly  difcuffed  with  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Galway,  which  fooner  ox  later,  they  may  have  Occa- 
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tan  to  repent.  There  is  no  dofebt  at  all  to  be  macfc,  tHat  tbft 
Capital  Maxim  in  Governoiecit  is  the  Welfare  of  the  People  i 
but  as  the  Negleft  of  this  is  criminal,  fo  Miftakes  about  it  may 
be  fatal.  A  Prince  can  never  be  too  much  commanded  few 
keeping  that. Maxim  conflantly  in  View,  but  at  the  fami 
time  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  him,  that  it  be  tho* 
roughly  underftood.  We  will  not  enter  into  a  long  political 
Difetatiota  upon  fo  felf-evidcnt  a  Point,  but  content  omrfclraa 
with  applying  what  has  been  already  kid  down,  and  which 
cannot  be  diifmted,  to  the  Matter  before  us,  becaufe  this  wfll 
at  once  contribute  to  the  Information,  and  to  the  Entertainment 
of  the  Reader. 

It  has  been  already  demonftrated,  as  far  as  things  tif  thia 
kind  will  admit  of  Demonftratitn,  that  the  Safety,  Indepen- 
dency, and  Profperity  of  Portugal,  muft  depend  either  upon 
her  maintaining  a  ftrift  Conjun&ion  with  her  natural  Allies* 
or  upon  her  acquiring  a  Strength  fufficient  to  fuftain  herfelf^ 
without  having  recourfe  to  any  foreign  Affiftance,  But  as  the 
latter  is  a  thing  vqry  difficult  to  do,  fo  beyond  all  quefti  n  till 
it  can  be  brought  about,  it  will  never  be  good  Policy  in 
this  Crown  to  run  any  hazard  as  to  the  former.  Now  we  have 
likewife  ftKwn,  that  till  Portugal  fhall  have  acquired  a  naval 
Force  fuperior  to  that  of  her  Neighbours,  fh6  mtfft,  in  fome 
roeafure,  depend  upon  that  of  Great-Britain*  and  therefore  it 
is  diredly  contrary  to  her  true  Irttereft  to  take  any  Step  what- 
ever that  may  be  either  prejudicial  to  that  Force  upon  which 
her  own  Safety  depends,  or  which  may  weaken  thofe  Ties  Ex* 
perience  has  Ihewn  to  have  been  hitherto  ftrong  enough  upon 
any  Emergency  to  intide  her  to  that  Afflftance.  Whatevct 
affefts  the  Commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  Portugal* 
operates  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  laft  mentioned  Crown,  as 
well  by  leflening  our  naval  Force,  which  depends  upon  Trade* 
as  by  weakening  the  Connections  that  unite  the  two  Nations, 
and  are  of  equal  Confequence  to  both. 

It  may  indeed  be  pretended,  that  if  this  new  Scheme  of  Poll* 
tkks  (hould  not  leflen  the  Portuguefe  Commerce  in  general,  it 
will  be  of  no  great  Confequence  to  that  Crown,  tho'  thent 
ihould  happen  (ocne  Variation  in  the  Manner  of  carrying  it  on : 
yet  when  this  fhall  be  maturely  and  candidly  confidered,  it 
will  be  found  there  is  ho  Ground  at  all  for  fuch  a  Pretence* 
The  Kingdom  of  Portugal  muft  be  furniflied  with  Commodities 
and  Manufactures  from  other  Countries  ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
from  thence,  that  it  is  a  Matter  indifferent  from  what  Countries 
ftc  derives  them.  It  may  be,  that  a  Part  of  h?r  Trade  may 
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fall  to  the  Share  of  the  Subje&s  of  a  Crown,  the  natural 
Interefts  of  which  are  contrary  to  her  own ;  or  they  may  fall 
into  the  Hands  of  a  People,  who  have  no  Regard  to  anybody's 
Jntereft  but  their  own ;  and  in  fuch  a  Situation  of  Things,  it 
certainly  behoves  the  Portugueft  to  be  attentive  rather  in  keeping 
up  their  Commerce  with  thole  who  will,  for  that  very  Reafon, 
confider  the  Interefts  of  Portugal  as  their  own.  If  this  Method 
of  arguing  be  not  conclufive,  in  a  Point  of  this  Nature,  there  is 
nothing  that  can  be  fo;  for  Commerce  is  no  longer  a  Bleffing 
to  a  Country,  than  the  Confluences  of  it  are  beneficial  to  that 
Country. 

We  muft  indeed  allow,  that  fupprefling  of  Luxury,  encou- 
raging Frugality,  and  providing  for  the  Stay  of  Riches  amongft 
the  Body  of  a  People,  in  whatever  manner  they  acquire  them, 
are  Points  that  deferve  the  Attention  of  a  Government,  and 
more  efpecially  of  a  Government  true  to  its  own  Interefts. 
But  thefe  can  never  be  properly  attended  to,  if  all  the  Confe- 
quences  that  may  follow  them  are  not  forcfeen  and  provided 
for.  •  When  Luxury  is  purely  the  Efreft  of  prodigious  Wealth, 
it  requires  much  CircumipeSion  in  providing  a  fuitable 
Cure  for  it;  but  when  Luxury  proceeds  from  an  unequal 
Diftribution  of  Wealth,-  Induftry  with  proper  Encouragements 
will  work  an  eafy  and  an  effe&uai  Cure*  On  the  other 
hand,  forced  Frugality  may  have  very  bad  Effects,  and  pro- 
duce in  a  fhort  time  Evils  attended  with  worfe  Confluences 
than  thofe  that  are  apprehended  from  Luxury.  It  may,  indeed 
it  muft  create  a  very  unequal  Diftribution  of  Wealth ;  for  if 
thofe  who  are  poffeffed  of  Money,  are  forced  to  fave  it  whe- 
ther they  will  or  not,  Numbers  will  be  driven  to  downright 
Want,  who  would  otherwife  have  fubfifted  very  well  upon 
that  DWjpation,  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  Calamity.  Thefe 
are  Things  that  merit  very  ferious  Reflexions  in  all  Countries, 
but  more  efpecially  in  Portugal*  where  if  the  Minds  of  the 
noble  and  rich  are  not  to  be  taken  up  with  fplendid  Trifles,  it 
is  a  thouJand  to  one  that  they  are  occupied  by  worfe  Obje£b. 
An  hiftorical  Inftance  will  fet  this  Matter  in  a  very  full  and 
proper  Light* 

When  the  Inhabitants  of  Portugal  had  juft  thrown  off*  the 
Yoke  of  Spain*  the  Conde  Duke  (TOlivartz  confulted  with  a 
noble  Genoife*  who  had  great  Credit  with  him,  as  to  the  Means 
by  which  this  Country  might  be  reduced,  For  now,  faid  that 
great  Minifter,  the  King  muft  recover  his  Rights  by  the  Sword, 
and  add  to  his  other  Titles  that  of  Conqueft;  but  the  Bufmefe 
is  where  to  begin,  and  what  Meafurcs  we  ought  to  take,  in 
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order  to  weaken  the  Enemy  moft  ?  To  this  the  crafty  Gtnoefi 
anfwered,  The  beft  Method  is  to  leave  them  in  Peape;  there 
are  many  of  the  noble  Families  in  that  Country  immenfely 
rich,  and  if  thefe  are  not  alarmed  by  the  Apprehenfion  of 
common  Danger,  thev  will  infallibly  fall  out  amongft  them* 
felves  and  do  your  Buhnefs ;  there  is  a  Reftleflhefs  in  the  Spirit 
of  that  Nation,  which  will  not  fuffer  them  to  enjoy  their  Wealth 
in  Peace.  The  Conde  Duke  followed  this  Advice,  tho'  it  did 
not  fucceed ;  but  it  was  fo  very  near  fucceeding,  that  it  {hewed 
plainly  he  that  gave  it  had  judged  right 

It  is  vefy  probable  that  what  this  Man  faid  of  the  Portuguefi 
then,  may  be  ftill  true ;  for  while  their  Government  continues 
the  fame,  the  Humours  of  Nations  feldom  alter.  If  therefore 
this  reftlefs  temper  is  allowed  to  fpend  itfelf  in  Drefs,  Furni- 
ture, Equipage,  Diverfions,  and  fuch  other  Articles  of  Expence  J 
this  may  contribute  to  the  publick  Tranquillity,  and,  muft  of 
Neceffiry  difperfe  the  Riches  of  the  Great  among  the  meaner 
fort  of  People,  and  of  thefe  the  moft  induftrious  will,  as  it  is 
fit  they  (hould,  have  the  greateft  Share.  But  if  a  fiidden  Check 
is  given  to  this  before  fuch  as  lavifh  their  Money  have  taken  an- 
other Turn  in  employing  it,  this  may  become  the  Source  of 
deftru&ive  Fa&ions  among  the  Great,  and  of  a  deftrufiive  In- 
digence among  the  Mechanicks  and  lower  fort  of  People ;  the 
former  will  find  themfelves  on  a  fuddcn  too  rich  Co  be  quiet,  and 
the  latter  will  become  poor  enough  to  venture  upon  any  thing 
that  may  procure,  or  even  bid  fair  for  a  Subliftence. 

It  may  be  (aid  in  anfwer  to  this,  that  in  many  Countries 
fumptuary  Laws  have  had  very  good  Efieds :  which  is  certainly 
very  true;  but  then  the  Caufes  of  this  muft  be  looked  for  in  the 
Nature  of  the  Government,  under  which  the  Inhabitants  of 
thofe  Countries  lived,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  People*  Where 
the  Wealth  of  a  Nation  arifcs  from  annual  Importations  of  in- 
trinfick  Riches  from  their  Colonies,  it  will  be  a  hard  Matter  to 
infpire  Induftry,  at  leaft  fuch  an  Induftry  as  fumptuary  Laws 
are  calculated  to  promote ;  and  therefore  it  is  unnatural  and  im- 
politkk  to  venture  laying  legal  Rcftraints  upon  fuch  a  People ; 
for  the  true  Way  to  moderate  Luxury  amongft  them  muft  be 
by  encouraging  Expence  of  another  Kind,  and  of  publick 
Utility. 

If  therefore  the  Court  of  Portugal,  inftead  of  thofe  Edi£ts, 
had  encouraged  the  Nobility  to  intcreft  themfelves  in  Expedi- 
tions to  the  Indies  for  improving  their  Settlements  on  the  Coaft 
of  Africa,  or  to  fit  out  Squadrons  againft  the  Barbary  Corfairs  i 
this  would  have  done  cffe&ually  what  the  other  either  will  not 
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4%  *r  if  it  does,  will  introduce  Diftempers  infinitely  mortf 
4angtK>us  and  defperate  than  the  Oifeafe  it  ww  calculated  to 
remove. 

In  dwelling  fo  long  upon  this  Subjcc%  we  have  been  influ- 
enced chiefly  by  two  Motives,  the  mft  general,  and  the  latter 
particular.  In  general,  it  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence  to 
have  a  true  Nption  of  Matters  of  this  Nature,  with  which  State 
^Empirics  are  nruch  inclined  to  meddle,  and  with  which  Jf  they 
are  foffered  to  meddle,  they  fcldom  fail  of  creating  Confufion ; 
for  it  is  no  fuch  eafy  Matter  as  fame  imagine,  to  redify  the 
Manners  of  Mankind  by  Laws,  though  it  may  be  fafdy  and 
advantageously  done  by  Examples,  m  Countries  that  derive 
their  Wealth  from  Trade,  or  from  the  Produce  of  their  foreign 
Settlements,  fuch  Attempts  are  rnoft  dangerous,  as  the  Mecha- 
pi6m  of  their  Confutations  is  very  complicated,  and  ought  thoe- 
jfort  never  to  be  tampered  with,  for  fear  that  while  the  Correc- 
tion of  fome  fmall  Inconvenience  is  endeavoured,  the  whole 
Machine  fhould  be  put  into  Diforder,  and  what  was  intended 
for  public  Service,  become  unexpectedly  the  Ground  of  public 
pifturbance. 

As  to  the  particular  Motive,  we  have  a  lingular  and  fpecial 
fatereft  in  whatever  regards  the  Welfare  of  the  Crown  of  Por- 
tugal; its  Subjedb  are  our  old,  our  natural,  and  ouj;  ufeful  Al- 
lien j  we  have  been  benefited  by  our  Commerce  with  them,  and 
f hey  have  derived  great  Advantages  from  our  Friendship.  Be- 
fides,  the  Crown  of  Portugal is  one  of  thofe  Powers,  that  while 
ft  regards  its  own  Interefts  muft  remain  attached  to  the  Coro- 
inon  Caufe,  by  which  I  mean  the  Liberty  and  Independency  of 
Eur$pe*  the  preferving  to  every  Kingdom  and  State  its  jaft  Right 
pf  purfumg  its  own  Welfare,  according  to  ks  own  Conftitu- 
fion,  which,  as  it  is  a  common  Benefit  to  all,  is  very  properly 
filled  the  Common  Caufe,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  arbitrary 
Syfterns  whereby  fome  overgrown  and  defpotick  Crown,  or 
fome  ambitious  and  overbearing  Family  is  made  the  Center, 
about  which  other  feeondary  States  muft  move,  as  the  Planets 
ido  about  the  Sun;  wjth  this  Difference,  that  as  the  one  b 
according  to  the  Law  ©f  Nature,  fo  the  other  is  in  direel  De- 
jiance  of  it,  as  the  Confequences  in  both  Cafes  plainly  prove. 
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A  fuccinEt  Defer iption  of  Italy,  the  ¥  overt 
fubfifling  therein  at  prefent %  their  Forces,  Reve- 
nues, and  Trade.  The  Nature  of  the  Ballance 
in  thai  Country  j  whence  it  has  been  fo  often  in 
danger  $  and  why  thofe  Powers  of  Europe  i«- 
tereji  tbemfehes  fo  mtich  for  its  Prefervation, 
which  are  not  connected  with  Italy  by  any  of 
the  ufualTies.  # 

TH  E  great  and  fruitful  Country  of  Italy  has  been,  as  high 
as  Hiftory  records,  either  the  Seat  of  Empire,  or  the 
Theatre  of  War.    According  to  the  earlieft  Account  we  have, 
this  extenfive  and  beautiful  Peninfula  was  then  in  the  fame 
Situation  that  it  now  is,  cantoned  out  into  various  little  States 
and  Republicks,  all  living  in  Diftruft,  at  leaft,  if  not  in  War 
with  each  other.    The  Roman* Commonwealth  changed  the 
Face  of  Things  by  fwallowing  up  all,  and  making  herfelf  the 
Head  and  MiArefs  of  Italy.    The  Divifion  of  her  Empire 
proved  the  Ruin  of  it,  and  the  Provinces  adjacent  to  Italy 
being  loft,  the  barbarous  Nations  that  conquered  them  very 
fixm  became  Mailers  even  of  the  Imperial  City  of  Rom*,  and 
divided  Italy  once  more  into  feparate  Principalities,  all  of  which 
have  been  'extremely  fubjeft  to  Revolutions,  fometimes  from 
the  fuperior  Power  of  foreign  Invaders,   and  as  often  4rom 
the  Effe£fa  of  intefiine  Commotions ;   fo  that  no  Hiftory  is 
fuller  of  Events,  and  confequently  more  capable  of  gratifying 
the  Curiofity,  and  fixing  the  Attention  of  a  Reader,  than  that 
of  tbi$  Country „    But  to  enter  into  this  is  not  our  Buiineis ;  it 
would  be  a  work  of  great  Extent,   and  prodigious  Variety, 
highly  entertaining  and  highly  ufeful.    All  we  aim  at,  is  to 
wake  fuch  a  Reprefentation  of  its  prefent  State,  as  may  enable 
every  Reader  clearly  to  comprehend  the  Grounds  of  the  high 
Attention  that  is  paid  to  the  Ballance  of  Power  there ;  by  (hew* 
«H5  as  briefly  as  we  can,  how  it  is  divided,  what  are  the  Titles 
of  its  prefent  Pofleflirs,  their  comparative  Force  and  Interefts, 
With  other  Circcmftances  of  a  like  Nature,   that  may  fet  in 
*  proper  Light  the  Difputes  that  have  been  lately  compofed, 
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and  thofe  latent  Pretenfions,  which  it  is  fufpefted  may  produce 
in  our  Times  further  Difturbances. 

We  have  diflferent  Computations  of  the  Extent  of  Italy,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  Notions  that  ancient  and  modern  Au- 
thors have  entertained  of  the  proper  Bounds  of  this  County 
But  not  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  Geographical  Niceties,  which 
have  fcarce  any  thing  to  do  with  our  Defign,  and  would  con- 
tribute little  or  nothing  to  his  Information,  let  it  fuffice,  that 
from  the  Frontiers  pf  Switzerland  to  the  Extremity  of  the  King- 
dom of  Naples,  it  is  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty  ^Miks  in 
Length ;  and  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Duchy  of  Savoy  to  thofe 
of  the  Dominions  of  the  State  of  Venice,  which  is  its  greatcft 
Breadth,  about  four  hundred,  though  in  feme  Parts  it  is  fcarce 
a  fourth  Part  fo  broad.  As  to  its  Situation,  it  is  bounded  on 
the  Weft  by  the  Alps,  which  feparates  it  from  the  adjacent 
Provinces  of  France ;  on  the  North  it  is  likewife  bounded  by 
the  Alps ;  and  on  the  Eaft  by  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  \  on  the  one  Side  it  is  walhed  by  the  Mediterranean^ 
from  the  County  of  Nice  to  the  Coafts  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  i  and  on  the  other  by  the  Adriatick  and  the  Uulph  of 
Venice ;  a  narrow  Strait  divides  it  from  the  fruitful  Ifland  of 
Sicily,  which  however  has  been  in  all  times  reckoned  a  Part  of 
it.  The  Soil  and  Climate,  in  different  Parts,  are  as  oppofiteas 
can  well  be  imagined.  In  Switzerland,  and  the  Country  of 
the  Grifons,'  the  Mountains  are  as  high  as  in  any  Part  of 
Europe,  the  Earth  barren,  and  the  air  bleak  and  {harp ;  the 
Plains  of  Lombard/  again,  are  juftly  ftiled  the  Garden  of  Eu- 
rope, as  well  on  account  of  their  Fertility,  as  the  Serenity  and 
Pleafantnefs  of  the  Climate  ;  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Church, 
and  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  the  Heat  in  Summer  is  excef- 
five,  -to  which  however  they  are  indebted  for  the  richeft  Fruits, 
and  the  moft  pdoriferoua  Flowers,  as  well  as  Oil,  Wine,  Silk, 
and  other  valuable  Commodities. 

There  are  few  Countries  in  the  World  better  watered  than 
this,  in  refpe£fc  to  Springs,  Rivulets,  fmaH  and  great  Lakes, 
as  well  as  large  Rivers.  Thus  bountifully  dealt  with  by  Na- 
ture, it  has  alfo,  from  the  Ingenuity  and  Application  of  its  In- 
habitants, been  cftecmed  the  Mother  of  Arts  aid  Commerce, 
in  refpe&  to  the  reft  of  Europe  %  its  Reputation  is  ftill  fo  high 
with  regard  to  the  firft,  that  iht  Tour  of  Italy  is  considered  as 
die  ncceflary  Conclufion  of  a  polite  Education ;  and  in  refe- 
rence to  the  latter,  though  the  Trade  of  Italy  is  now  nothing 
to  what  it  was,  yet  the  Ports  of  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Naples, 
and  Venice,  to  fay  nothing  of  thpfe  in  Sicily,  make  ftill  a 
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very  great  Figure,  and  derive  raft  Advantages  to  the  Sovereigns 
in  whofe  Dominions  they  are  fituated.  Befides  all  this,  the 
fcveral  Countries  of  Italy  have  fuch  Funds  of  natural  Riches, 
and  the  People  are  fo  happy  at  improving  as  well  as  inventing 
Manufactures,  that  they  ftand  in  need  only  of  feme  favourable 
Jun&ure  to  revive  their  ancient  Spirit,  and  to  make  as  great 
a  Figure  as  their  Anceftors  did  in  companion  with  other 
Nations. 

There  is  no  kind  of  Government  fubfifting  in  any  Part 
of  Europty  of  which  fomething  of  the  like  Kind  is  not  to  be 
found  in  Italy.  A*  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Pope,  it  is  pe- 
culiar to  this  Country,  as  it  is  vetted  in  a  fpiritual  Peribn, 
and  yet  is  altogether  a  temporal  Power  exercifed  as  abfolutely, 
and,  as  is- generally  fuppofed,  with  more  Policy  than  in  any 
other  Monarchy.  The  Dominions  of  thofe  two  crowned  Heads 
(for  as  yet  there  are  no  more)  that  lie  within  its  Limits,  are 
thofe  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  at  one  End,  and  of  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  at  the  other.  The  Duchy  of  Aftlan>  once  the 
largeft  and  richeft  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  together  with 
the  Duchy  of  Mantua  and  its  Dependencies,  belong  to  the 
Auguft  Houfe  of  Aujbria*  His  Imperial  Majefty  is  confidered 
as  one  of  the  Italian  Powers,  not  only  in  that  Capacity  by 
which  he  claims  a  Title,  paramount  to  the  greateft  Part,  if  not 
the  whole,  but  particularly  alio  as  Grand  Duke  of  Tvfcany. 
The  Infant  Duke  of  Parma  is  -at  length  in  Poffeflion  of  a 
Settlement,  compofed  not  only  of  that  Duchy,  and  of  Pla- 
untia*  which  was  the  Patrimony  of  his  Anceftors  by  the  Mo- 
ther's Side,  but  likewife  of  Guaftalh.  His  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Modena  holds  that  Duchy  and  Reggie,  together 
alfo  with  the  Duchy  of  Mirandola',  and  befides  thefe,  there 
arc  fome  other  lefler  Princes  who  would  take  it  ill  if  they  were 
not  ftiled  Sovereigns.  The  Republick  of  Venice  is  an  unmixed 
Ariftocracy,  ftill  venerable  for  the  Wifdom  of  its  Government, 
as  heretofore  formidable  by  the  Extent  of  its  Dominions  as 
w^ll  as  a  great  naval  Force.  The  Republick  of  Genoa  ia 
an  Ariftocracy  alfo,  but  not  quite  fo  pure  as  that  of  Venice. 
The  Swift  Cantons,  the  Grifons  their  Allies,  and  the  City 
of  Geneva,  are  fo  many  different  Republicks,  each  having  its 
particular  Form  of  Government,  but  owing  their  Strength  to 
their  Confederacy,  which  renders  then*  truly  great  and  for-* 
JQidable.  There  are,  befides  thefe,  two  free  States,  the  Domi- 
nions of  which  are  furrounded  by  thofe  of  Sovereign  Princes, 
to  whom  notwitbftanding  they  owe  no  Obedience,  or.  even 
"CttHge*  the  firftof  which  is  the  Commonwealth  of  Lucca 
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in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Tufcany,  and  the  latter  the  Republick 
of  St.  Marino  in  the  Midft  ot  the  Pope's  Territories. 

Such  is  the  Diftribution  of  Power  in  Italy  \  and  in  the  fup- 
fttjting  this  Diftribution,  and  maintaining  each  of  thefe  Princes 
and  States  in  their  rdpe&ive  Rights,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  en- 
croaching upon  each  other,  or  ix^ng  overborne  by  a  foreign 
Force,  confifts  the  Prefervatipn  of  the  Ballance  in  Italy.  A 
Term  very  fignificant  in  Policy,  and  originally  invented  here, 
where  it  is  perfe£Uy  well  underftood,  though  not  always  prac- 
tifed,  tor  if  it  were,  the  Powers  in  Italy  need  not  the  Afliitance 
of  Foreigners  to  keep  it  fteady,  fince  how  fmall  or  weak  foever 
fame  of  them  may  appear  when  confidered  feparatehr,  yet  the 
Conjunction  of  their  Forces  would  be  at  all  times  found  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  this  Country  from  Invasions. 

This  may  appear  ftrange*  and  perhaps  incredible,  coofidering 
the  Figure  that  Italian  Princes  have  generally  made  in  the  Wars 
that  have  happened  in  our  Time.  The  Fa&  is  nevertheless 
true.  For  firft  with  regard  to  Troops,  though  the  Militia  in 
inany  of  the  Principalities  are  very  indifferent,  and  the  regular 
Forces  much  fitter  for  Show  than  for  Ufe  j  yet  this  ought  to  be 
feputed  the  Effe&s  of  Luxury  and  bad  Government ;  for  in 
former  Times,  as  the  moft  authentic  Hiftories  fliew,  tbefe 
Countries  bred  as  good  Soldiers  as  any  in  Europe.  In  die  next 
place  let  it  be  obferved,  that  there  is  hardly  any  foreign  Service 
in  which  Italian  Officers  have  not  diftingutthed  themfdves ;  and 
jf  we  look  into  the  Records  of  the  two  laft  Centuries,  we  /hall 
find  the  Names  of  Italian  Heroes,  who  in  point  of  Courage  and 
Cooduft  were  little  inferior  to  thofe  of  Antiquity « 

To  fay  the  Truth,  moft  of  the  great  Houfes  in  Italy  were 
founded  by  illuftrious  Soldiers,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
if  a  true  Spirit  of  Liberty  prevailed,  they  would  very  foon 
become  famous  again.  As  it  is,. the  Swifs  and  the  Grifim 
furaifh  in  other  People's  Quarrels  as  good  Infantry  as  any  in 
the  World  $  his  Sardinian  Matty's  Troops  have  acquired  a 
mft  Reputation  in  the  three  kft  Wars,  and  the  Infurrc&ion  of  the 
xZenotJb  Peasants  (hew  what  might  be  expe&ed  from  the  Valour 
of  thofe  who  knew  what  they  were  fighting  for.  All  the  Strength 
of  Italy  collected,  is  rather  under  than  over  computed  at  one 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  Men,  which  in  their  own  County 
and  for  their  own  Defence,  thofe  Princes  and  Powters  that  raile 
theip  might  very  well  :iwi»taiD,  fince  if  it  were  not  for  a  vaia 
Affe^atiQn  of  Show  and  J4a^fic$iK£,  (and  a  ftiU  vainer  Pro* 
penary  to  wftly  Super&tjd%  the  Sutyefo  of  the  Mian  Po* 
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testates  would  be  very  far  from  wanting  wherewith  to  defmy 
luch  an  Armament  far  the  general  Security. 
.  But  after  all,  notwithstanding  that  the  Ballance  of  Power  is 
the  common  Intereft  of  all  thefe  Princes  and  States,  notwith~ 
landing  that  they  know  this  better  than  Strangers  poffibly  can 
do,  and  are  as  well  fatisfied  of  it  as  can  be  wi(hed,  yet  fo  it  is, 
that  with  all  their  Penetration  and  Prudence,  fome  or  other 
pf  them  are  continually  deluded  by  (jpecious  Views  aad  flatter- 
ing promifes,  to  ad  agaioft  what  they  are  convinced  is  their 
true  and  great  Intereft,  which  would  certainly  appear  a  thug 
monftrous  and  abfuid,  if  it  happened  no  where  but  in  Italy, 
and  rnuft  on  the  contrary  appear  very  natural  and  probable 
to  any  impartial  Politician  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  Mankind,  and  who  is  fenfible  that  notwithstanding 
all  their  Circumfpedion  and  Gravity,  the  Inhabitants  of  Itah 
are  Men  like  their  Neighbours,  Men  having  the  fame  or  per- 
haps ftrongcr  Paffions,  and  confequently  very  capable  of  being 
wrought  upon  when  the  Hopes  of  gratifying  thofe  Paffions  at* 
placed  in  a  fall,  though  at  the  fame  time  in  a  fallacious  Light. 
In  their  Writings  and  in  their  DifcQtoflfes,  you  fee  the  Benefits 
of  the  Ballance  perfectly  explained,  and  the  Error  of  their 
Anceftors  in  calling  now  the  French,  then  the  Spaniards,  often 
the  Germans,  into  Italy,  very  judicioufly  exploded,  while  the 
fame  thing  is  pradifed  by  themfelves  to  this  very  Day.  Nor 
can  the  ftrongeft  Forefight  difcern,  when  this  Infatuation  will 
ceafe. 

The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Influence  of  the  two 
great  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Bourbon  have  in  our  Days  chiefly 
contributed  to  keep  the  Scale  in  almoft  cftnftant  Motion,  and 
whenever  there  has  been  any  little  Recefi,  it  has  lafted  no 
longer  thai*  till  the  Aleut  Intrigued  of  theParttfanft  of  one  or 
other  of  thefe  Houfes  have  been  able  to  pave  the  Way  for  new 
Diiputes.  Sometimes  it  has  been  thought  for  die  Intereft  of 
Jtsfy  to  rid  themfelves  intirely  of  one  Houfe  by  the  AiBftance  of 
th€  other,  and  when  this  has  been  ia  a  good  meafure  eflbft- 
ed  at  the  Expence  of  much  BbodAed  ami  Confufion,  Expe- 
rience has  (hewn  them  their  Miftabe,  in  consequence  of  which 
they  have  entered  into  a  new  War  to  fet  Things  right  4gaia. 
Other  Nations  more  at  a  Diftafioe,  find  themfelves  ftrongjy 
imerefled  in  the  Prefervation  of  the  Ballance  from  a  Variety  of 
Motives,  but  principally  from  thefe  two;  firft  becaufe  their 
Xrade  in  the  Mediterranean  muft  faffer  exceedingly  if  the 
Ballance  in  Italy  be  deftroyed;  and  feconoly,  this  jkllanee 
&  amended  tso,  becanfe  a  Diverftpft  m  the  Sidb  tf  Italy  proves 
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often  a  thing  of  the  laft  Cohfequence  in  the  Cafe  of  a  general 
War,  the  very  Apprehenfion  of  which  keep*  a  very  confide- 
rabie  Part  of  the  Forces  of  each  of  the  contending  noufes  from 
being  employed  where  they  might  be  of  moft  Prqudice  to  tbofe 
Powers,  who  for  this  Reafon  make  the  Ballance  of  Italy  fo 
much  their  Concern. 

Whatever  there  may  be,  either  dark  or  difficult,  in  thefe 
Jhort  and  general  Reflections,'  will  be  rendered  very  perfpicuous 
by  what  follows ;  for  we  will  now  treat  of  thefe  Italian  Poten- 
tates feparately  and  diftindly,  in  order  to  give  the  Reader  a 
competent  Idea  of  their  comparative  Strength,  the  Natflre  of 
their  particular  Interefts,  and  the  Means  by  which  they  have 
been  wrought  upon  from  the  Defire  of  bettering  thefe,  to  facri- 
fice  from  time  to  time  that  Safety  and  Security,  which  would 
certainly  refuk  from  adhering  to  their  general  intereft  of  prc- 
ferving  'the  Ballance,  which  being  b/uilt  upon  this  Principle, 
that  Princes  and  States  be  content  with  their  own,  and  purine 
the  Good  of  their  Subje&s  without  Prejudice  to  their  Neigh* 
fours,  is  a  thing  always  to  be  ,wifhed,  but  at  the  fame  time 
hardly  ever  to  be  expc&ed. 

SECT.     I. 

T&e  modern  Hi/lory,  political  Inter  efts  y  and  Con- 
neBionSy  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  Kings  gf  Sicily 
and  Sardinia. 

TH  E  Dominions  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  considered  as 
Duke  of  Savoy ,  and  Prince  of  Piedmont,  have  been  always 
regarded  as  the  Key  of  Italy ',  on  the  Side  of  Franct;  and  in 
latter  Times  this  Prince  has  been  juftly  looked  upon  as  the 
natural  Mafter  of  the  Ballance  in  Italy  \  not  that  his  Domi- 
nions even  now,  when  by  various  Acquifttions  they  are  be- 
come  much  fuperior  to  what  they  were  under  any  of  his  An- 
ceftors,  qualify  him  to  give 'Law  to  his  Neighbours,  or  even 
tofecure  himfelf  from  the  bad  EfkSts  of  a  general  Alliance 
againft  him  j  but  upon  the  Score  of  its  being  his  Intereft  to 
a8c<a  Peace  rather  than  War;  and  becaufe  while  he  remains 
firm  to  his  own  Intereft,  Reafon  and  Experience  (hew,  that  he 
will  never  want  Allies  willing  to  give  him  all  the  Affiance 
he  netds  for  the  Prefervation   of   his  own  Territories,  and 
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maintaining  that  Syftem,  upon  which  their  Security  ari£  hi* 
own  Grandeur  muft  always  depend. 

To  trace  the  Family  of  Savoy  to  its  Origin*  and  to  enter 
into  a  long  Detail  of  what  has  happened  to  its  Princes  in  Times 
paft,  would  not  contribute  much  to  the  Performance  of  what 
we  have  promifed  to  the  Reader ;  and  therefore  we  fhall  afcend 
no  higher  than  Viftor  Amadeus  the  Second,  the  Father  of  his 
prefent  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  who  in  his  Life-time  was  efteem- 
cd  one  of  the  greateft  Captains,  as  well  as  one  of  the  ableft 
Politicians  in  Europe.  He  was  likewife  of  all  the  Princes  of 
his  Time  beft  verfed  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Negotiation*,  which  there* 
fore  he  never  trufted  at  all  to  his  Minifters,  who  were  feldom 
acquainted  with  his  Treaties  till  they  came  to  figning,  and  fome- 
times  not  then.  His  whole  Study  was  the  Ballance  of  I&fy9 
which  he  perfe6Uy  underftood  and  fteadilv  puxfued.  His  Situa- 
tion made  this  requifite,  his  Penetration  Drought  this  very  early 
to  his  Notice,  and  having  once  conceived  its  Importance,  it  be- 
came his  Rule  of  A£tion  to  his  Life's  End. 

He  fucceeded  his  Father  Duke  Charles  Emanuel*  in  the  Year 
1675,  and  that  by  a  very  furprizing  Accident.  He  was  then 
a  Boy,  and  had  juft  begun  his  Exercifesi  his  Father,  who  had 
a  true  Forefight  of  his  great  Qualities,  was  extremely  fond  of 
hitn,  and  coming  one  Day  to  fee  him  ride,  the  youn^  Prince 
had  the  Misfortune  to  be  thrown  from  his  Hone,  with  fuch 
Violence,  that  thofe  about  him  cried  out  he  was  killed,  which 
afie&ed  Duke  Charles  Emanuel  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he 
fainted  upon  the  Spot,  and  died  in  a  few  Days  of  the  Fright. 
His  Mother,  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Savoy,  governed  his 
Dominions  during  the  Minority  of  Viftor  Amadtus ;  and  when 
he  had  attained  to  an  Age  fit  for  Marriage,  (he  negotiated  a 
Match  for  him  with  the  Infanta,  who  was  then  efteemed  Heir- 
*fs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  which  was  carried  fo  far,  that 
the  Duke  de  Cadeval  came  with  a  Portuguese  Squadron  to  Nice, 
in  order  ^o  have  carried  his  Highnefs  to  Lifion. 

But  the  young  Prince,  fufpefting  that  He  might  lofe  his  here- 
ditary Countries,  and  poffibly  mifs  of  the  foreign  Crown  he 
was  feeking,  changed  his  Mind  fuddenly,  and  broke  off  the 
Marriage.  It  would  carry  this  Article  into  too  great  a  Length, 
otherwtfe  we  might  from  this  briflc  Refolution  in  fo  young 
a  Prince,  and  the  Consideration  on  which  it  was  founded, 
fcew  how  very  early  in  fome  Minds  the  Seeds  of  political 
Prudence  appear,  ana  that  Faculty  of  judging  (as  it  were)  by 
a  Tingle  Glance,  on  which  Side  the  Advantage  lies,  a  thing 
hardly  ever  to  be  taught.    But  to  proceed  \  fome  time  after 

he 


Digitized 


by  Google 


be  dpeufed  Anna  Maria  of  QrUans,  the  elde&  Daughtcf  J 
Philip  of  Orleans;  only  Brother  to  the  late  2>ww  XIV.  by 
Henrietta  Maria*  Daughter  of  our  King  Charles  L  So  that  he 
became  nearly  allied  to  our  Royal  Family;  and  his  Son  the 
prefent  King  ef  Sardinia,  is  the  nrft  Prince  of  the  Popifh  Line, 
after  the  Heirs  Male  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  but  excluded  frou 
this  Suteefian  by  the  A&  of  Settlement. 

It  was  in  virtue  of  this  Marriage,  that  in  the  Beginning  of 
bis  Reign  the  Duke  of  Savoy  went  into  the  Meafures  of  France, 
and  at  the  Inftigation  of  Lewis  XIV.  began  a  violent  Perfecution 
againft  his  Protectant  8ubje&  in  the  Vallies,  about  die  Year 
1685,  which  threw  his  whole  Country  into  Blood  and  Confa- 
fion.  But  it  was  not  teng  before  he  perceived  his  Error,  and 
that  nothing  could  be  fo  fetal  to  a  Prince  as  depriving  himfelf 
of  a  great  Part  of  his  Subje&s.  He  was  alio  convinced  that 
the  French  Monarch  meant  him  no  better  than  the  left  of  his 
Neighbours ;  and  therefore  when  the  firft  Grand  Alliance  was 
formed  at  the  Hague  in  169b)  be  took  care  to  be  included  m 
it,  and  ventured  fo  far  as  to  flake  his  Dominions,  10  prefcrre 
his  Independency. 

His  Succefs  in  that  War  was  but  indifferent*  bh>  Troops 
were  not  fo  well  disciplined  as  tfaofe  of  France,  ami  he  bad  not 
himfelf  acquired  that  Experience  in  the  Art  of  War,  for  which 
he  became  afterwards  fo  remarkable.  He  perfifted  however  in 
his  Purpefe,  tho'  he  loft  the  Battle  of  Stafford,  and  man  of  the 
ftrong  Towns  in  his  Dominions  that  Year*  But  in  the  next 
the  French  Were  baffled  before  Coni ;  and  the  Duke,,  to  {he* 
that  he  was  not  fo  defpkable  an  Enemy  as  the  Grand  Monarch 
imagined,  made  an  Irruption  into  Dauphiny,  where  he  took 
Gap  and  Ambrun^  and  then  returned  into  his  own  Dominions. 
This  Incurfton  had  its  Effeft;  for  in  1693,  Lewis  XIV.  proo- 
fed, and  the  Duke  accepted  a  feparate  race,  by  which  Afcr, 
Sufis,  Villaframa,  and  Afentmitian,  were  reftored  to  him,  a> 
Was  alfo  rignerolj  but  tile  French  thought  fit  to  demoliih  ;: 
firft*  He  obtained  alfo  three  V allies,  and  a  very  considerable 
9nm  ef  Money,  as  a  Compenfation  for  the  Lois  he  had  foftain- 
ed  by  the  War. 

To  attach  him  more  firmly  to  his  Intereft,  the  French  King 
Contested  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  his  eldeft  Grandfon, 
ftouid  marry  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  the  Duke,  and  that  his 
Htgtmcfs  mould  command  his  Troops  in  Italy  agatnft  his  oU 
Allies*  After  the  general  Peace,  there  happened  fome  new  Dif- 
ferences between  him  and  France,  which  were  cOmpronaifed  by 
another  Treaty  in  1701,  when  the  moftChriftiaH  King  thought 
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nothing  could  drengtiten  die  kitereft  of  Philip  Duke  of  Jrgrio 
whom  he  had  declared  King  of  Spain*  fo  much  as  marrying 
into  the  Houfe  of  Savoy ;  and  therefore  he  contented  to  hi* 
Match  with  the  fecond  Daughter  of  the  Duke ;  and  it  was  at 
the  fame  time  agreed,  that  in  cafe  of  a  War,  his  Highnefs 
ftould  be'Generaliffimo  of  the  Army  of  the  two  Crowns  in 
Italy. 

By  this  Step  the  Politicians  at  Verfoiltes  imagined  that  they 
kad  carried  two  great  Points,  that  of  fixing  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy  for  ever  in  its  Dependence  upon  the  Bourbon  Family, 
and  providing  for  the  Defence  of  the  Spanijb  Dominions  ia 
Italy*  by  putting  them  under  the  Protection  of  the  only  Power 
whereby  they  could  be  hurt  ;  and  it  is  very  highly  probable 
that  this  Scheme  of  theirs  would  have  taken  place  in  its  full 
Extent,  if  Louvois,  who  had  then  the  greateft  Credit  with 
Lewis  XIV.  had  not  overturned  it.  He  had  conceived  an  un- 
reafonable  and  a  very  unaccountable  Diftafte  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  and-from  the  Brutality  of  his  own  Temper;  was  fo  far 
from  concealing,  that  he  expreffed  it  in  Terms  fo  grofs  and 
fo  abufive,  that  no  Gentleman  could  have  borne,  and  which 
therefore  it  was  impoffible  that  a  Sovereign  Prince  fhouM  not 
refent. 

Vi&or  Amadeus  confidered,  that  if  his  dofe  Alliance  with  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  could' not  defend  htm  from  fuch  Treatment, 
his  Succeflbrs,  when  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  fliould  be  more 
extended  than  it  was,  would  fink  into  a  Degree  of  Dependence, 
more  uneafy  and  not  Ids  difhonourable  than  downright  Sub- 
je&ion ;  he  took  therefore  the  glorious  Refolution  of  forget- 
ting the  Ties  of  natural  Affe&ion  for  his  Daughters,  that  he 
night  fupport  the  Dignity  derived  to  him  from  his  Anceftors, 
ind  leave  his  Pofterity  as  free  as,  in  fpite  of  the  Difficulties 
they  had  to  druggie  with,  thofe  Ancestors  had  left  him.  .  Such 
were  the  Motives  that  threw  him  into  the  fecond  Grand  Al- 
liance, though  at  the  Beginning  Things  did  not  feem  to  go 
much  better  than  when  he  entered  into  the  firft.  The  French 
were  every  way  fuperior,  he  was  furrounded  by  them  on  all 
fides,  his  F riends  were  at  a  Diftance,  and  it  required  a  good 
leal  of  Time  before  they  would  be  able  to  aft.  No  Prince 
could  know  this  better  than  he,  yet  he  profecuted  his  Plan,  and 
what  he  had  concerted  with  the  Wifdom  of  a  Politician,  he  flip* 
ported  with  the  Magnanimity  of  a  Hero. 

The  French  King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with,  or  rather 
no  fooner  fufpefted  his  Royal  Higjinefs's  Defign,  than  he 
saufcd  a  great  Body  of  hk  Troops  which  had   joined  the 
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$ren&  Army  to  be  feized  and  difarmed ;  he  fent  the  Duke?  it 
Vendome  into  Piedmont,  who  took  Verceil  on  oie  Side,  while 
anpther  Body  of  French  Troops  became  Matters  of  Sufa ;  all 
Savoy  was  conquered,  and  the  important  Fortreis  of  MonUm- 
lion  demoliihed.  The  County  of  Nice  was  reduced  foon  after, 
and  the  greateft  Part  of  Piednumt  by  degrees ;  at  laft  Turin 
was  invefted,  and  the  Duke  faw  himfelf  upon  the  very  Point 
of  lofmg  every  Foot  of  Ground  he  had.  He  bore  his  Misfor- 
tunes with  Patience,  he  took  his  Meafures  with  Prudence,  and 
with  great  Generofity  of  Soul  reje&ed  the  Terms  that  Levis 
XIV.  would  have  prefcribed,  with  this  remarkable  Exprcffion, 
that  it  was  better  for  a  Prince  to  Jlarve  with  Honour  than  reign 
with  Shame.  The  Imperial  Army  deiigned  for  the  Relief  of 
Turin,  was  commanded  by  a  Prince  of  his  own  Houfe,  the 
Great  Eugene.  His  March  appeared  wonderful  both  to  Friends 
and  Enemies,  and  when  he  arrived  in  Italy,  his  Army  was  fo 
much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Enemy,  that  the  French  boafted  he 
had  taken  fo  much  Pains,  and  run  fo  many  Hazards,  merely  to 
facrifice  them. 

Their  Triumph  was  but  ihort ;  the  Prince  attacked  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  in  his  Lines  before  Turin,  beat  him,  and  by  a  fingle 
Vi&ory  recovered  Piedmont,  and  laved  Italy.  This  was  in 
1706 ;  the  very  next  Year  the  Duke  invaded  France  in  his 
Turn,  forced  the  Paflage  of  the  Var,  marched  diredly  thro' 
Provence,  and  formed  the  Siege  of  Toulon,  which  mifcarried  by 
Accidents  it  would  require  too  much  Room  to  relate.  One 
Thing  is  remarkable,  the  French  with  a  Fury  more  than  bar- 
barous, had  deftroyed  all  his  fine  Walks,  and  cut  down  all 
his  fair  Plantations  near  Turin;  he  had  an  Opportunity  of 
returning  this  Compliment  in  Provence,  by  destroying  their 
Mulberry,  their  Olive  Trees,  and  their  Capers ;  but  he  dif- 
dained  it,  and  on  the  contrary,  took  all  the  Pains  imagina- 
ble to  preferve  them.  He  continued  the  War  with  his  own 
Forces,  and  obliged  the  French  to  keep  an  Army  on  that  Side 
conftantly  to  prevent  his  Irruptions,  which  weakened  their 
Forces  elfewhere,  and  convinced  them  he  was  no  contemptible 
Enemy. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  late  Queen 
Anne  infilled  upon  the  Cefflon  to  him  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sjdljt 
and  took  care  that  the  Crown  of  Spat*,  failing  the  Heirs  of 
Philip  V.  ihould  be  entailed  upon  this  Prince.  France  reftored 
to  him  the  Duchy  of  Savoy  and  the  County  of  Nice,  and 
yielded  to  him  likewife  in  Perpetuity  the  Valley  of  PragtkH 
with  the  Forts  of  Exilles  and  Fcntpelles,  with  the  Vallies  of 
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©«*,  Bardonacbey  and  Chateau  Dauphin,  but  on  the  other  hand, 
he  yielded  the  Vallev  of  Barcelorutta  to  the  Crown  of  France. 
His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  likewife  confirmed  the  Ceffions  that 
were  made  by  the  Emperor,  of  a  Part  of  Montftrrat,  the  Pro* 
vinces  of  Alexandria  and  VaUntia^  the  Countries  between  the 
Po  and  the  Tenors  the  Lomelin,  the  Valley  of  Seffia,  and  the 
Equivalent  that  was  to  be  given  for  Figevanafio. 

All  this  contributed  to  make  the  King  of  Sicilj,  as  he  was 
now  (tiled,  a  very  conliderable  Prince,  and  he  would  have  foon 
become  much  more  confidence,  if  he  had  remained  longer  in 
Pofleipon  of  Sicih,  where  he  began  to  make  himfelf  very  agree- 
able to  the  People,  by  fupporting  the  Authority  of  the  Civil , 
Government  againft  the.  Clergy,  who  made  ufe  of  their  too 
great  Wealth  and  Privileges  to  opprefs  and  pillage  the  People. 
He  had  not  time,  however,  as  we  have  hinted,  to  bring  his 
Defigns  to  bear;  the  Spaniards,  on  the  one  hand,  could  not  en- 
dure that  he  flaould  keep  that  Ifland,  and  the  late  Emperor  Charles 
VL  on  the  other,  kept  up  his  Claim  to  it,  and  refolved  to  take 
the  firft  Opportunity  that  (hould  offer  of  re-uniting  it  to  his 
Kingdom  of  Naples. 

The  Lovers  of  fecret  Hiftory  have  reported,  that  Spain  of- 
fered to  King  Viftor  Amadeus,  an  Expedient  for  extricating  him 
from  thefe  Difficulties,  which  was  the  driving  the  Imperialifts 
out  of  Itafyy  and  then  granting  him  all  that  he  could  defire  or 
exped  i  but  they  fay  likewife,  that  Spain  infilled  upon  having 
the  Prince  of  Piedmont  delivered  as  a  Hoftage,  which  the  King 
excufed,  upon  account  of  the  Tendernefc  the  Queen  his  Mother 
had  for  that  Prince ;  but  at  the  fame  time  offered  the  Prince  de 
Carignan  in  his  ftead,  which  was  accepted ;  but  when  the  Time 
came  for  the  Delivery,  it  was  faid,  that  Prince  had  made  his 
Efcape,  and  was  retired  into  France,  which  fo  irritated  the  Court 
of  JI4adrid>  that  they  immediately  refolved  upon  the  Invafion  of 
SUify. 

That  there  was  a  Negotiation  fet  on  foot  between  this  Mo- 
narch and  the  Spanijh  Court,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt ;  but  as 
to  the  Tale  of  his  giving  Hoftages,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  Chi- 
mera. Viftor  Amadeus  was  of  another  Temper,  than  to  facrifice 
the  Safety  of  his  Heir  Apparent,  or  any  Prince  of  his  Fa- 
mily, in  fuch  a  Manner.  The  Ufe  he  made  of  that  Treaty 
wass  to  amufe  the  Spanijh  Minifters,  and  gain  Time  to  take 
the  bcft  Meafures  poffible,  which,  after  mature  Deliberation, 
he  judged  was  ftriking  in  with  his  old  Allies,  who  about 
this  Time  concluded  the  Quadruple  Alliance.  All  he  could 
obtain  was  the  Exchange  of  Sicily  for  Sardinia,  which  tho'  a 
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vfefy  great  Lois,  wis  better  than  nothing)  but  in  a  little  time 
it  Teemed  very  doubtful  whether  he  would  be  able  to  tobtain  even 
this,  the  Spaniards  making  themfelvcs  entirely  Mafters  of  that 
Mind,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  attacked  and  conquered  a 
great  Part  of  Sicily.  Thefe  Events  paffed  in  the  Year  1718, 
when  the  Affairs  of  this  Monarch  wore  but  an  indifferent 
Afpe&,  till  Sir  George  Byng  having  entirely  destroyed  the  Spa* 
m/h  Fleet,  put  it  ih  the  Power  of  the  Imperialifts  to  hiake 
themfelves  Mafters  of  Sicily  \  and  fo  far  check'd  the  Ambition, 
and  humbled  the  Pofrer  of  the  Catholiclc  King,  that  he  was 
oftce  more  content  to  abandon  Sardinia,  which  in  confequenee 
of  the  Alliarice  before-mentioned,  was  delivered  up  to  Victor 
jmadeks,  who  bore  ever  after  the  Title  of  his  Sardinian  Ma- 
jefty,  and  continued  alfo  in  Poffeffion  of  that  Iffand,  fituated 
very  near  his  own  Dominions',  very  fer  from  being  an  incon- 
fiderable  Acquifition ;  though  certainly  much  inferior  to  the 
noble  Kingdom  of  Sicily,  that  for  the  prefent  fell  under  the 
Dominion  of  the  Efnperor  Charles  VI.  and  continued  fo  many 
Years  after,  till  in  confequenee  of  the  Refentment  of  his  pre- 
sent Sardinian  Majefty,  it  was  once  again  recovered  by  die 
Mourbon  Family,  remains  ftill,  and  b  like  to  retrain,  in  their 
Pofleffion. 

As  foon  as  the  King  found  hrmfelf  in  fome  hieafure  fite 
from  thofc  Troubles  and  Dilutes,  *with  Which  his  'Reign  had 
hitherto  "been  embarraffled,  he  fet  about  thfe  Execution  of  a 
Project  which  had  been  long  floating  in  his  Mind ;  in  fliort, 
he  compiled,  or  caufed  to  be  compiled  under  his  Diteffion* 
&  compleat  CobE  or  Body  of  Laws  fox  the  Ufedf  his  Suhjefis, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  publiflied  in  172  J,  by  which  he  in 
a  great  hieafure  freed  his  People  from  trivial  and  vexatious  I 
Suits,  and  from  the  running  into  a  tedidus  Length  of  fuch  I 
its  were  more  neceflary.     The  Lawyers  tore  fomewhat  dif- 1 
plcafed  at  this,   but  the  King  told  them,  *«  what  the^  loft  I 
<c  would  Be  a  Gain  to  thfeir  Pofterity,  and  that  ih  Dominion* 
"  fo  narrow  as  his,  and  fottie  of  them  not  over  fruitful,  it 
"  was  ihconfiftent  with  common  Serife  to  grant  an'Indulgence 
"  to  any  ohe  Set  of  Men  to  eat  up  the  Produce  of  all  other 
"  Meris  Labours."     By  his  royal  Edia  therefore,  and  without 
fcny  further  Cetethotty,  this  Code  divided  into  five  Parts  (the 
fixth  not  being  then  puWilhed)  making  a  Volume  of  644  Leaves, 
was  declared  the  Meafure  of  Civil  Right  throughout  his  Terri- 
tories. 

•    It   is  certain    that    he   had    projected    other  'Regulations, 
'and  feemed  wholly  bent  upon  fuch  Meafures  as  might  tend 
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to  the  Improvement  of  his  Country,  and  to  better  the  Condi- 
tion of  his  People,  when  he  found  himfelf  under  a  Necdfity 
of  taking  4  very  extraordinary  Step,  which  however  it  is  highly 
probable  he  haul  very  maturely  confideted  before  he  took  it, 
tho'  he  was  fo  fecret  therein*  that  nobody  either  in  his  own 
Country,  or  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Europe*  had  the  kaft  Intel- 
ligence thereof,  before  it  appeared  in  the  Gazette  of  Turin.  In 
conducting  which  important  Defign  as  he  did,  his  Maicfty  had 
in  view  the  confirming  and  eftabliftiing  that  great  Character 
he  had  obtained  through  Eurcpe,  by  obferving  the  fame  Con- 
dud  to  the  laft,  as  well  as  to  fecure  thofe  great  Advantages 
for  the  fake  of  which  this  amazing  Step  was  taken,  and  which  . 
would  have  been  infallibly  loft,  if  it  had  been  difcovered  or 
difclofcd. 

This  fingiilar  and  furprizing  Meafure  was  the  Refignatioa 
of  his  Crown  in  favour  of  his  Son  the  Prince  of  Piedmont. 
He  was  moved  thereto  from  various  Confiderations,  but  par- 
ticularly three.  In  the  firft  place  he  found  himfelf  fo  extra* 
ordinarily  prefled  by  the  Emperor  on  one  Side,  and  by  France 
and  her  Allies  on  the  other,  that  he  could  fcarce  determine 
with  himfelf  what  Side  to  take,  and  therefore  inclined  to 
make  a  Chafin  in  the  Government,  rather  than  take  either,  in 
hopes  of  gaining  Time  for  his  Succeflbr.  He  was  fo  fenfible,  in 
the  (econd  place,  that  many  Reafons  might  be  alledged  againft 
the  Execution  of  feveral  Schemes  he  had  formed,  in  relation 
•for  the  moft  part  to  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Government  of 
his. Dominions,  that  he  judged  they  might  be  better  managed 
by  his  Son.  He  was,  thirdly,  much  wore  with  the  continual 
Fatigues  of  a  long  and  adive  Reign,  and  was  defirous  therefore 
of  paffing  a  few  Years  in  repofe  with  the  Countefs  St.  Sebaftian^ 
whom  he  .married  when  a  private  Man,  and  retired  with  her 
to  Chamberry  in  Savoy, 

This  Resignation  took  place  in  the  Month  of  September  1 730 ; 
it  was  made  with  great  Solemnity,  in  the  Prefence  not  only  of 
the  great  Minifters  of  his  Court,  but  alfo  of  almoft  all  the  No* 
ability  and  Peribns  of  Diftinftion  in  his  Dominions.  He  •  re* 
ferved  to  himfelf  an  Annuity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
JLivres  per  Ann.  and  having  recommended  Moderation  to  his 
Son,  and  Fidelity  to  his  Subjects,  parted  with  his  Crown  with 
the  utmoft  Appearance  of  Satisfaction. 

CHARLES  EMANUEL II.  his  Son  and  Succeflbr, 
mounted  the  Throne  which  his  Father  had  quitted,  in  the  Flower 
of.  his  Age,  being  then  in  his  thirtieth  Year.  He  had  married 
in  the  Year   1722,  a  Princefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Neuburgh,  and 
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upon  her  Demife  he  efpoufedin  1724, aPrincefs  of  Hefli  Rbinfehk- 
He  had  given  greafHopes  from  his  moft  tender  Years  of  making 
a  mild  and  gracious,  as  well  as  a  gallant  and  wife  Prince ;  and 
at  his  Entrance  into  the  Government  he  met  with  fo  many  and 
fo  nnexpe3ed  Crofles,  that  Pofterity  will  learn  with  Wonder 
4iow  he  extricated  himfelffrom  them  without  Blemifh  to  his 
Chara£ter,  and  without  Prejudice  to  bis  Adminrftration. 

In  fhort,  the  old  King,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Lady  he  had 
made  his  Wife,  but  not  his  Queen,  grew  diflatisfied  with  his 
private  Condition,  and  began  to  form  Defigns  of  refuming  his 
Dignity,  which  he  profecuted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  fo  wild 
and  inconfiftent  a  Proje&,  and  to  the  Difpofition  of  the  Perfon 
at  whofe  Inftance  he  was  weak  enough  to  attempt  it.  The 
young  King  a£ted  a  very  wife  and  difcreet  Part,  he  called  to- 
gether the  great  Officers  of  State  and  the  Nobility,  and  having 
acquainted  them  with  the  Neceffity  he  was  under  to  fecure  his 
.Father's  Perfon,  he  demanded  their  Advice ;  and  they  were  una- 
nimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  as  well  for  the  Sake  of  his  Subjefls 
as  himfelf„he  fhould  continue  to  adminiftcr  Affairs  with  the 
fame  Spirit,  (Economy,  and  Prudence,  which  he  had  fhewn 
from  the  Time  he  mounted  the  Throne. 

In  following  their  Advice,  he  {hewed  himfclf  a  true  Father 
to  his  Country ;  for  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  Reluctance  and  Concern  that  he  took 
the  only  Meafure  that  was  left  for  him  to  take,  that  of  confining 
the  old  King  to  his  Palace  ztMontcalier,  where  he  remained  to 
the  Day  of  his  Death,  which  was  the  laft  of  OBobtr  1732,  in 
the  fixty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age. 

But  if  the  Situation  of  this  Monarch's  Affairs  at  home  con- 
tinue d  all  this  time  uneafy  and  perplexed,  the  Concerns  he 
had  with  foreign  Powers  were  not  at  all  Ids  embarrafied. 
The  Imperial  Court  had  afforded  many  Occaflons  to  his  Father 
of  Complaint;  and  thole  Occafions  were  not  removed  under 
the  Reign  of  his  Son.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  Defign 
or  Inadvertence  is  yet  undecided,  but  from  whatever  it  pro- 
ceeded, its  Effects  were  fatal.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  acquainted 
the  late  Earl  of  EJJixy  then  tjie  Britijb  Minifter  at  hisCourt,  with 
the  Nature  of  his  Grievances,  and  the  Reafons  which  led  htm 
to  fufpe&  that  they  were  not  very  fincere  at  Vienna,  in  re- 
ference to  the  Conceffions  that  had  been  made  him,  the  rather 
becaufe  that  all  the  Titles  and  Records  of  the  Moniferraty  which 
was  yielded  to  him  by  Treaty,  were  withheld ;  and  he  could 
not  help  regarding  this,  and  the  forming  fome  Pretenfions  upon 
certain  DiliriiSfe,  as  if  they  were  dependent  on  the  Duchy  of 
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Milan*  as  Signs  that  he  was  no  longer  to  retain  the  Pofleffion 
of  thofe  Territories,  than  till  fome  fair  Opportunity  fhould  offer 
for  refunding  them* 

The  Britijb  Court  having  juft  Apprehenfions  of  what  hap* 
pened,  laboured  earneftly  with  his  late  Imperial  Majefty  Charles 
VI.  and  his  Minifters,  to  remove  thefe  Obftacles,  to  a  clofe  and 
cordial  Correfpondence  with  the  Court  of  Turin ;  but  the  Dila- 
torinefs  which  had  been  but  too  obfervable  on  all  fuch  Occa- 
fions,  hindered  them  from  taking  thofe  Steps  which  perhaps  they 
were  inclined  to  take,  and  wbich  might  probably  have  given  his 
Sardinian  Majefty  Satisfaction.  So  that  while  they  were  nego- 
tiating and  trying  a  Variety  of  Methods,  to  oblige  this  Prince 
to  let  fall  fome  of  his  Pretenfions,  the  general  Affairs  of  Europe 
took  fuch  a  Turn,  as  proved  by  no  means  favourable  to  their 
Views. 

In  the -beginning  of  the  Year  17339  died  King  Auguftus  of 
Pokma\  which,  as  we  have  (hewn  elfewhere,  gave  Occafion  to 
a  Rupture  between  the  Houfes  of  Auflria  and  Bourbony  and  to- 
gether with  the  ill  Conduct  beforementioned,  afforded  the  lat- 
ter an  Opportunity  of  detaching  his  Sardinian  Majeftv  intirely 
from  the  former.  In  purfuing  this  extraordinary  Meafure, 
that  Monarch  a&ed  with  all  the  Secrecy  and  Addrefs  which 
have  been  the  conftant  Chara&criftics  of  his  Adminiftration, 
He  figned  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  Sept  ember  >  with  the  Marquis 
de  Vaugrenant^  an  offenuve  and  dtfenfive  Alliance  with  France^ 
to  which  Spain  afterwards  acceded.  The  true  Defign  of  this 
wife  Prince  in  making  this  Treaty,  was  that  expreffed  in  his  Ma* 
nifefto,  viz.  reftoring  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy ;  where 
he  thought  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  had  acquired  too  great  an 
Afcendancv. 

It  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  many  of  the  Italian  Potentates  had 
juft  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Court  of  Henna  j 
and  that  notwithstanding  this,  their  Complaints  were  very  lit- 
tle regarded,,  which  joined  to  his  own  particular  Grievances, 
induced  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  believe,  that  if  the  Plan  laid 
down  in  this  Alliance  could  be  carried  into  Execution,  the 
Affairs  of  Italy  would  not  only  be  put  into  a  better  Con- 
dition for  the  prefent,  but  that  all  things  might  be  properly 
fettled  on  a  right  and  folid  Balis  for  the  future.  When  the 
French  Army  began'  to  pais  the  Alps,  Count  Trauny  at  that 
Time  Governor  of  Milany  was  fo  little  apprifed  of  ths  true 
State  of  Things,  that  he  offered  his  Sardinian  Majefty  all 
the  Affiftance   in  his  Power,   to  impede  their  Paffage  j    to 

C  c  3  which 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[  39°  1 

*hich  the  King  anfwered  coldly,  That  they  did  not  com  a 
Mnenues*  i 

Marfhal  Villars  commanded  the  French  Army,  and  his  &r* 
Union  Majefty  having  joined  his  Troops,  with  thofe  under  his 
Orders,  the  Conaueft  of  the  AHlanefe  was  very  foon  atchieved. 
The  King  made  this  Campaign  in  Perfon,  as  he  likewife  did  the 
next  Year ;  but  the  Queen  falling  dangeroufly  ill,  he  was  con- 
ftrained  to  return  to  Turin  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Month  of 
June  1734,  and  during  his  Abfence  was  fought  the  famous  Batde 
of  'Parma.  Count  Merci  commanded  the  Imperialijls \  he  was 
extremely  ill  of  the  Gout,  but  that  did  not  hinder  his  taking 
Poft  on  the  Right  of  the  firft  Line  of  his  Infantry  in  his  armed 
Chair,  where  with  great  Coolnefs  and  Intrepidity  he  gave  his 
Orders  till  he  was  mortally  wounded.  The  French  General  was 
Monfieur  fince  Marechal  de  Coignij  who  having  been  lately  de- 
ceived by  the  Imperialtfts  paffing  the  Oglio>  and  penwrating  into 
the  Parnufan,  which  he  thought  impracticable,  he  was  the  more 
concerned  to  recover  his  Reputation  by  gaining  a  Battle.  This 
rendered  the  Difpute  very  obftinate  and  very  bloody  j  for  feme 
People  fay,  that  there  never  was  an  A&ion  in  which  the  Bufi- 
nefs  was  determined  by  fmall  Arms  that  lafted  longer  than  this, 
except  the  enfuing  Battle  of  Guoflalla. 

The  Imperialijis  were  obliged  to  retire;  but  Prince  Lewis  of 
Wirtcmbcrgi  who  fucceeded  Count  Merci  in  his  Command, 
brought  his  Forces  in  very  good  Order  to  Reggio,  and  the  late 
Field-Marflial  Count  Koningfegg  coming  to  take  the  Com- 
mand, it  was  not  long  before  he"  made  the  French  fenfible  of 
his  fuperior  Capacity  ;  for  on  the  fifteenth  of  September  17341 
he  paifed  the  Secchia>  furprized  a  Part  of  the  French  Army t  and 
obliged  Marfhal  Broglio^  who  was  a  Horfe-Officer,  and  ought 
to  have  known  the  Fords  better,  to  make  his  Efcape  without 
his  Breeches. 

This  brought  on  the  Battle  of  Guaftalla,  which  was  fought 
on  the  nineteenth,  and  therein  the  King  of  Sardinia  command- 
ed in  Perfon,  He  had  already  gained  a  great Chara&ct  in  pub- 
lick  and  private  Life  :  He  was  the  Father  of  his  Family  and  of 
his  People,  enjoyed  in  his  Court  the  PlcaTures  of  a  regular  and 
amiable  (Economy,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  revered  and 
adored  by  his  Subje&s ;  he  had  ftiewed  a  Reach  in  Politicks 
much  fuperior  to  his  Age,  but  his  Behaviour  in  the  Battle  of 
Guqftalla  obftrured  all  that  he  had  hitherto  performed  ;  and  the 
Splendor  of  that  Viftory,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  his  per- 
gonal Courage  and  Conduft,  threw  all -his  former  great  A&kms 
into  Shade,  llnce  all  Europe  f  urcg  now  with  his  Praifes  as  a  Hero. 
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In  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year  died  his  Qtpen,  wbic^ 
however  did  not  hinder  the  King  from  appearing  again  in  the 
FJeld,  where  Count  Koriingfegz  found  himfeif  obliged  to  yield  tp 
the  great  Superiority  of  the  Allies,  and  the  Skill  of  the  Spanijh^ 
General  the  DukedeMontemar^  one  of  the  ableft  Proficient?  \p 
the  Art  of  War  then  in  Europe.  .  All  the  Imperialist  had  to  dp 
w*$  to  preferve  their  laft  Stake,  the  important  City  and  Fortreff 
of  Mantua,  and  this  they  did  till  the  Preliminaries  were  fettled 
and  figned  at  Vienna. 

On  this  Oocafiop  his  Sardinian  Majefty  had  a  convincing 
Proof  of  the  Stead inefs,  good  Faith,  and  upright  Intention  of 
the  Court  of  France  j  for  the  Britijh  Miniftry  having  con- 
certed with  the  Court  of  Vienna  a  Plan  of  Peace,  by  whicji 
Tortona  and  the  Tortonefe,  NovaraixA  the  Tfovarefe,  together 
with  the  Vigenavafque,  were  to  be  detached  from  the  Duchy 
of  Milan,  x  and  annexed  for  ever  to  Piedmont ;  the  French  Court 
by  a  clandestine  Negotiation,  deprived  him  absolutely  of  oqe 
of  thefe  Diftri&s,  and  only  left  him  his  Choice  of  the  othfr 
two,  in  which  Situation  he  preferred  the  former.  Thefe  Pre- 
liminaries were  figned  Odober  3,  I735>  and  were  in  every 
reCpe&  favourable  to  France,  injurious  to  her  Allies,  fatal  to 
the  Jfaufe  of  Aujlria,  and  deftruftive  of  the  Ballance  of  Eu- 
opt. 

By  them,  under  Colour  of  King  Stqni/lau/s  Right  to  tfye 
Crown  of  Poland,  France  obtained  Lofrain  for  herfelF,  contrary 
to  repeated  Declarations,  that  fhe  meant  to  gain  nothing  by 
this  War  -9  for  this  Spain  was  obliged  to  give  Tufcany  as  aji 
Equivalent,  and  Parma  and  Placentia  were  alfo  yielded  to  the 
Emperor  in  lieu  of  Sicily  and  Naples.  The  King  of  Sardinia 
well  understood  the  ill  Ufage  he  had  met  with,  and  faw  clearly 
how  little  he  had  to  hope  in  favour  of  the  Ballance  of  Italy, 
from  either  the  Juftice  or  the  Policy  of  the  Houfc  of  Bourbon* 
But  the  Preliminaries  being  figned,  there  was  no  drawing 
back,  and  therefore  he  acceded  to  them  on  thje  16th  of  Auguft 
1736,  at  Turin,  fully  fatisfied  that  he  h^d  expofed  his  rcr- 
fon  and  his  Dominions,  only  to  aggrandize  a  Power  already 
but  too  formidable  to  all  its  Neighbours,  and  particularly  fo 
to  him. 

It  was  from  this  Time  that  his  Majefty  purfucd  with  the 
greateft  Steadinefs  his  original  Syftem,  of  reftdring  and  preferv- 
ing,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  the  Ballance  of  Italy  >  by  pre- 
venting the  Incroachmepts  of  either  of  the  two  great  Fami- 
lies, whofe  Quarrels  have  fo  long  difturbed  the  Peace  of  that 
Country,  and  indeed  of  all  Europe*    I  call  it  the  original  Syftem 
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of  this  Prince,  becaufc  it  was  really  what  he  aimed  at  by  this 
War ;  fo  that  when  our  minor  Politicians  glance  at  his  In- 
conftancy,  and  afied  to  be  witty  upon  his  having  been  on  both 
Sides,  they  fhoot  very  wide  of  the  Mark,  for  he  never  was 
but  on  one.  I  mean  by  one,  his  own  natural,  rational,  and 
invariable  Intereft,  that  of  the  Ballance,  from  which  his 
Wifdom  will  never  allow  him  to  depart,  and  which  it  is 
hoped  his  other  heroic  Qualities  will  always  enable  him  to 
Amain. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  expeded,  that  this  Difpofition  (hould 
bind  him  infeparably  to  either  of  thofe  Houfes ;  his  Principle 
is  Independency,  not  for  himfelf  only,  but  for  the  other  Powers 
of  Italy y  in  wnofe  Caufe  he  fights  as  well  as  his  own ;  and 
this  is  not  his  Intereft  fingly,  but  ours ;  and  therefore  he  is, 
With  great  Propriety,  ftiled  our  natural,  as  from  his  unalterable 
Steadiness  to  the  common  Caufe  )ie  is  with  equal  Propriety 
called  our  faithful  Ally.  But  to  return  from  Reflexions  to 
Hiftory. 

At  the  prefling  Inftances  of  his  Subjefis  he  confented  to  a 
third  Marriage,  and  in  the  Month  of  March  1737,  efpoufed 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth  Tbereja,  Sifter  to  the  prefent  Emperor, 
then  Duke  of  Tufcany,  a  Pnncefs  who  joined  all  die  Aixom- 
plifhments  that  are  amiable  in  her  Sex,  to  all  die  Virtues  that 
were  requifite  tp  adorn  her  high  Station.  She  made  her  Entry 
into  Turin  on  the  2 2d  of  the  Month  laft  mentioned ;  and  as 
there  never  was  a  Marriage  more  agreeable  to  the  Maxims  of 
true  Policy,  fo  never  was  there  any  more  happy  with  refpe£l  to 
the  Parties  themfelves ;  for  with  regard  to  the  Conjugal  State, 
it  may  without  Flattery  be  affirmed,  that  their  Sardinian  Ma- 
jeftjes  were  a  Model  to  their  Subje&s.  On  the  3d  of  May 
x73§>  bis  prefent  Imperial  Majefty,  at  that  time  Great  Duke 
of  Tufcany^  made  a  Tour  to  Turin,  where  he  was  received  with 
all  the  Refpecft  and  Affection  imaginable. 

A  little  after,  fhe  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  was  proclaimed 
there.  I  mention  this  particularly,  becaufe  it  was  attended  with 
a  Declaration  from  the  King  of  Sardinia,  by  which  it  plainly 
appeared  that  fome  Doubts  had  been  {ratted  about  the  Town 
pf  Saravallay  whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  Part  of  the 
Tortonefe  or  not;  and  from  thence  it  alfo  appeared,  that  the 
Records  beforementioned  were  not  even  then  delivered  up,  but 
the  King  figns  upon  an  exprefs  Condition,  that  they  fliouki 
be  delivered  to  him  in  fix  Months  Time,  purfuant  to  the 
Treaty  of  1703.  This  very  clearly  fliews  how  muchReafou 
this  Prince  hds  had  to  a&  with  great  Caution  and  Circum- 
I  fpeflion, 
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fpe£tion,  in  refpeS  to  whatever  Ceflions  have  been  made  him 
fince;  but  with  regard  to  the  Uprightnefs  of  his  Intention,  and 
his  fincere  Defign  of  maintaining  the  refpe&ive  Powers  in  Italy 
in  the  juft  Enjoyment  of  their  Rights,  no  Part  of  his  Condu& 
has  given  the  leaft  Caufe  to  doubt  it. 

After  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  when  Spain 
was  determined  to  pufh  her  Pretentions  in  Italy  by  Force,  and 
had  alfo  fecured  the  Affiftance  of  France  for  that  Purpofe,  no 
Stone  was  left  unturned  to  bring  his  Sardinian  Majefty  into 
their  Meafures,  and  Threats  'and  Promifes  were  employed  with 
all  the  Addrefs  of  which  their  ableft  Minifters  were  capable,  and 
yet  to  no  manner  of  Purpofe.  We  are  however  to  confides 
that  at  that  Time  his  Majefty's  Affairs  were  in  a  very  embar- 
raffed  Situation  j  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  pufhed  to  the  ut- 
moft  in  Germany,  her  Forces  weak  in  Italy,  and  as  yet  there 
was  no  Treaty  of  Subfidy  fettled  With  Great  Britain.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Duke  of  Modena  was  actually  arming  in  favour 
of  the  Spaniards,  they  fucceeded  perfectly  in  their  projected 
Defcent  upon  the  Coait  of  Tufcany,  and  the  Neapolitan  forces 
were  ready  to  join  them,  when  there  was  juft  Reafon  to  fear 
that  France  would  invade  Italy  on  the  other  Side. 

In  thefe  perplexed  Circumftances  the  King  of  Sardinia  (hew- 
ed himfelf  equally  firm  and  prudent.  He  was  determined  to 
a£t  in  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  but  in  fuch  a  Situation 
of  Things,  it  was  not  cither  requifite  or  convenient  that  he 
(hould  declare  his  Intention.  He  publifhed  therefore  a  Mani- 
fefto,  aflerting  his  own  Rights  to  the  Duchy  of  Milan,  which 
he  laid  down  as  the  Foundation  for  his  defending  that  Country 
againft  a  Spanijh  Invafion.  Soon  after  this  he  entered  the  Duke 
of  Modern's  Dominions,  and  upon  his  Serene  Highnefs's  refuting 
to  difarm  his  Troops,  and  retiring  to  the  Spanijh  Army,  his 
Majefty  made  no  Difficulty  of  reducing  Modena  and  Mirandola 
by  Force ;  and  by  a  wife  and  well-condufted  Oppofition,  forced 
the  Spanijh  Army  under  the  Duke  deMontemar  to  retire  towards 
the  F rontiers  of  Naples. 

But  the  Spaniards  having  a  furer  Game  to  play,  and  march- 
ing another  Army  through  the  South  of  France,  the  King  found 
it  neceflary  to  returri  to  Turin  to  provide  for  the  Defence  of 
his  Country  on  that  Side ;  and  this  he  did  fo  effectually,  that 
the  Enemy,  after  attempting  to  force  his  Retrenchments  at  Villa 
Franca,  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  Defign  of  penetrating 
through  the  County  of  Nice ;  and  they  were  alfo  defeated  in 
another  Attempt  they  made  through  the  Valley  of  Barcelonetta. 
Ir  is  true  that  in  the  Winter  they  fell  upon  the  Duchy  of 

Savoy, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[394  1 

Savoy,  and  made  themfelvcs  Mailers  of  it ;  but  tbc  King  foon 
drove  them  out  again,  and  covered  that  Country  till  towards 
the  Clofe  of  the  Year,  wherij  by  dint  of  fuperior  Force,  they 
became  Mailers  of  it  again* 

By  this  Time  the  Face  of  Affairs  wa$  fomewhat  changed  in 
Europe,  and  his  Sardinian  Ms^efty  was  more  at  Liberty  to  avow 
his  real  Intentions  j  which  when  he  found  himfelf  fecure  of  be- 
ing fupported  by  his  Allies,  he  did  without  Scruple,  and  his 
Troops  had  a  very  confiderable  Share  in  the  famous  Battle  of 
Campo  Santa,  which  was  fought  in  February  1743*  in  which 
Count  Afpremont,  who  commanded  his  Forces  in  Chief,  loft  his 
•  Life.  It  is'  very  true,  that  after  the  Court  of  V'wma  thought 
Ct  to  recall  Marfhal  Tram,  and  fend  Prince  Lobkowitz  towards 
the  Frontiers  of  Naples,  his  Majefty  did  not  appear  extremely 
vigorous  in  fupporting  {hat  Meafure  \  but  the  Reafon  is  very 
plain,  and  was  no  other  than  this,  that  he  fufpe&ed  his. own 
Dominions  would  be  again  attacked,  as  they  accordingly  were 
in  the  mod  unlikely  Seafbn  of  the  Year,  by  the  French  and 
Spaniards  in  conjunction. 

His  Majefty  took  the  Command  of  the  Army,  upon  this 
Occafion,  in  Perfon,  in  the  Month  of  Oftober;  and  though 
he  was  feized  with  a  violent  Cold,  fo  that  his  Head  and  Face 
were  fwelled  to  a  great  Degree,  yet  he  vifited  his  Retrench- 
ments himfelf,  and  contributed  not  a  little  by  his  Prefence  to 
the  Defeat  of  the  Enemy  at  the  Village  of  Pont,  where  they 
loft  five  thoufand  of  their  beft  Troops,  and  were  obliged  to 
abandon  all  Hopes  of  penetrating  into  Piedmont  for  that  Year. 
Thefe  Tranfa&ions  are  demonftrative  Proofs  how  defenfible  the 
Entrances  of  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince  really  are,  when  he 
is  able  ,to  defend  them,  and  how  impoffible  it  would  be  to  force 
him  if  his  Power  and  Revenue  were  fomewhat  greater  than  they 
yet  are,  though  in  both  he  is  far  fuperior  to  rjis  Anceftots. 

It  was  about  this  Time  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  as  the 
ftrongeft  Proof  of  his  cqpftant  and  unalterable  Refolution  to 
fupport  the  common  Caufe,  and  preferve  the  Jufirian  Domi- 
nions, in  Italy,  concluded  with  that  Princefs,  and  his  Britannick 
Majefty,  the  famous  Treaty  of  Worms,  the  only  clear  and  ex- 
plicit Alliance  entered  into  during  the  War;  by  the  eighth 
Article  of  which  he  obtained  certain  conceffions  in  return  for 
what  he  had  already  done,  and  in  conlideration  of  what  by  that 
Treaty  he  undertook  to  do,  and  which  he  afterwards  molt 
punctually  and  faithfully  performed. 

By  the  ninth  Article  the  Queen  of  Hungary  yielded  to  him 

any  Right  fl*e  might  haye  in  the  Mvqui£tp  of  Final,  then  in 
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the  Pofeffion  of  the  Genoefe,  who  were  to  receive  an  Equi- 
valent for  it,  and  exelufive  of  the  general  Benefit  that  was  to 
refult  to  ail  Italy  from  its  being  made  a  free  Port,  and  from 
its  opening  a  Communication  by  Sea  to  the  Dominions  of 
his  Sardinian  Majefty,  who  from  the  Terms  of  this  very 
Treaty,  became  the  perpetual  Protector  of  the  Italian  Liberties. 
By  the  tenth  Article  it  was  agreed,  that  no  Peace '  or  Truce 
fhouJd  be  made  till  his  Majefty  was  reftored  to  thofe  Parts 
of  his  Dominions,  of  which  he  had  been  difpoflefled  by  the  com- 
mon Enemies,  and  of  which  they  continued  pofleffed,  till  they 
were  totally  eaten  up  and  impoverifhed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Advantages  ftipulated  in  favour  qf 
this  Prince  by  th£  Treaty  beforcmentioned  were  very  confi* 
derable ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  had  already  dearly 
earned  them,  that  what  was  given  him  was  as  much  for  the  good 
of  the  common  Caufe  as  his  own,  and  after  lofing  a  great  rat, 
he  was  flail  to  rifle  all  the  reft  of  his  Dominions  in  defence  of 
this  Caufe;  it  is  impoffible  for  any  fenfible  Man  to  think 
that  what  was  granted  him  was  too  much.  It  is  the  more 
neceflary  to  clear  up  thefe  Points,  becaufe  many  Miftakes  have 
been  made  about  them,  and  becaufe  without  having  a  right 
Idea  of  them,  it  is  impoffible  this  SubjeA  (hould  be  thoroughly 
underftood. 

There  is  another  Circumftance  which  we  muft  not  pais 
over  in  Silence,  and  it  is  this;  at  the  very  Time  the  King  of 
Sardinia  concluded  this  Treaty,  he  was  offered  higher  Terms, 
in  refped  to  his  private  Advantage,  by  the  French  and  Spaniards  ; 
which  {hews  the  Importance  of  his  Friendship,  and  proves  the 
Reaibnablenefs  of  granting  him  a  juft  Equivalent  for  the  ex- 
traordinary Expences  to  which  he  was  put,  by  adhering  to 
this  Caufe.  There  were  however  fome  Difficulties  made  hi 
the  Execution  of  this  Treaty,  but  they  were  at  laft  got  over, 
and  his  Sardinian  Majefty  reaped  the  Benefit  of  it  in  its  full 
Extent  during  the  War,  fo  far  as  depended  upon  the  Queen  of 
Hungary. 

The  Campaign  of  1 744  afforded  new  Proofs  of  his  Sardinian 
Majefty's  Abilities,  and  of  the  Significancy  of  his  Friendihip. 
In  the  very  Beginning  of  the  Year,  the  Spanijh  and  French 
Army,  commanded  by  the  Infant  Don  Philip  and  the  Prince 
of  Contu  affembled  on  the  Frontiers,  and  as  foon  as  the  Seafixt 
would  permit  pafled  the  Varr%  and  took  Pofleffion  of  the  Town 
of  Nice  upon  the  firft  of  April.  '  His  Sardinian  Majefty's 
Forces,  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquis  de  Suza>  re- 
mained in  the  Retrenchments  thrown  up  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood 
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hood  of  Montalban,  where  on  the  the  twenty-fecondof  the  feme 
Month  the  Enemy  attacked  them,  and  bought  at  a  very  dear 
Rate  viz.  the  Lofs  of  fix  thoufand  Men,  (exclufive  of  Officers) 
a  very  fmall  Advantage. 

But  however,  {his  enabled  them  to  penetrate  into  Piedmont, 
and  to*  lay  all  the  Country  wafte  in  their  Paflage  j  and  yet 
they  found  fo  many  Difficulties  in  this  Expedition,  that  when 
they  feemed  to  have  in  a  manner  accompliflied  it,  they  were 

flad  to  abandon  all  they  had  taken  rather  than  venture  a 
fettle ;  and  turning  off  into  the  French  Territories,  took  the 
Rout  of  Chateau  Dauphin*,  which  in  five  feveral  Attacks,  from 
the  feventeenth  to  the  nineteenth  of  July,  they  could  hardly 
matter;  after  which,  however,  they  reduced  Demont,  and  fo 
forced  a  Paflage  on  that  Side  into  Piedmont,  in  which  Coun- 
try, when  once  they  came  into  it,  they  lived  with  all  the  Hu- 
manity and  Politeness  of  Tartars, 

.  As  late  as  it  was  in  the  Year,  they  befieged  the  Fortrefc  of 
Coni,  in  which  there  was  a  fmall  Garrifon  commanded  by 
Baron  Leutrum,  who  notwithstanding  defended  it  with  the 
utmoft  Refolution,  and  interrupted  the  Progrefs  of  the  Befiegers 
by  fuch  well-timed  and  fuch  well-concerted  Sallies,  as  gave 
the  King  his  Mafter  leifure  to  come  to  his  Relief,  which  he 
attempted  the  thirtieth  of  September,  with  great  Intrepidity,  at- 
tacking the  Spaniards  and  French  in  their  Lines,  which  how- 
ever were  fo  well  defended,  that  he  retired  with  fome  Lofs, 
but  not  without  finding  an  Opportunity  of  letting  the  Gover- 
nor know,  that  he  would  very  foon  adventure  another  Engage- 
ment; for  which  however  there  was  no  Occafion,  fince  the 
French  after  a  general  Storm,  in  which  they  loft  near  three  thou- 
sand Men,  found  themfelves  in  no  Condition  to  carry  on  the 
Siege,  and  therefore  raifed  it  on  the  nineteenth  of  Ocloher 
following,  burying  at  their  Departure  many  Pieces  of  Cannon, 
and  fufFering  in  their  Retreat  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  not  one 
half  of  their  Army  returned  into  France. 

In  1745,  the  Spanijh  and  French  Courts  having  concerted 
Meafures  with  the  Republlck  of  Genoa,  made  very  little  doubt 
of  overpowering  the  King  of  Sardinia,  more  efpecially  as  they 
were  certain  that  the  Prujjians  would  employ  the  whole  Forces 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  Germany  j  neither  at  the  Begin- 
ning was  it  all  unlikely  that  they  fhould  have  fucceeded  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  Wifhes,  fince  they  had  by  a  vaft  Superiority 
penetrated  through  the  Dominions  of  the  Republick  as  they  pro- 
•pofed,  united  all  their.  Forces,  which  hitherto  they  never 
had  been  able  to  e&$Gt,  and  having  received  their  Auxiliaries 
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and  a  Train  of  Artillery  from  Genoa,  began  to  attack  the  moil 
confiderable  Places  in  bis  Sardinian  Majefty's  Dominions,  fuch 
as  Tortona,  Alexandria,  &c.  which  were  fo  well  defended,  that 
before  they  could  be  reduced,  the  Army  of  the  two  Crowns 
was  leflened  by,  a  full  Third.  All  this  Time  the  Auftrians 
were  a£kii?g  upon  the  Defenfive,  Things  had  taken  a  very  bad 
turn  in  Germany  y  and  the  Rebellion  was  at  its  greatcft  Height 
here. 

In  fuch  Circumftances,  and  after  a  Battle  which  brought 
their  Forces  within  Sight  of  Turin,  the  French  fet  on  foot  a 
new  Negotiation  with  his  Sardinan  Majefty,  in  the  Courfe  of 
which  they  made  him  greater  Promifes  than  ever,  and  at  laft 
offered  him  his  own  Terms;  but  the  Kin?  remained  firm  to 
his  Engagements,  and  diicovered  the  fame  A&ivity,  Diligence, 
and  Spirit,  as  in  the  former  Campaigns.  In  this  he  followed 
his  Father's  Example,  and  fhewed  that  while  his  Allies  kept 
the  Terms  ftipulated  with  him,  he  was  incapable  of  fetting  on 
foot  a  feparate  Treaty,  and  thereby  making  himfelf  eaiy  at 
their  Expence,  though  he  might  have  pleaded  Neceffity  with 
as  great  a  Colour  as  any  Prince  ever  did  or  could.  But  all  the 
life  he  made  of  this  Conjuncture  was  to  fet  a  good  Example, 
and  to  (hew  that  Alliances  deliberately  made,  were  to  be  reli- 
gioully  kept.  • 

In  the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding  Year,  when  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  allowed  her  to  reinforce  her 
Annies  in  Italy,  bis  Majefty  very  early  exerted  himfelf,  and  by 
a  mofl  furpriziog  Stroke  of  military  Courage  and  Condu&, 
drove  the  French  out  of  molt  of  the  Places  they  had  taken  in  his 
Territories,  and  afterwards  joining  the  Auftrian  Army,  (hut 
them  up  in  the  City  of  Placentia.  This  brought  on  the  famous 
Battle  of  Rottoffrtdo^  in  which  they  opened  a  Paflage  for  a 
Flight  out  of  Italy,  abandoning  Genoa  to  the  Refentment  of  her 
Enemies,  and  retiring  with  precipitation  into  France,  whither 
they  were  foon  after  followed  by  the  Allies. 

His  Sardinian  Majefty  took  this  Opportunity,  and  availing 
himfelf  of  his  good  Fortune,  reduced  Savona  and  Final,  which' 
remained  in  his  Pofleffion  to-  the  Clofe  of  the  War.     Thefe 

Plorbus  and  inconteftable  Proofs  of  his  Wifdom,  Valour,  and 
robity,  received  the  next  Year  a  noble  Addition,  by  the  al- 
moft  incredible  Vidory  gained  at  Exilles,  by  which  the  beft- 
laid  Plan  the  French  and  Spanijb  Generals  ever  form'd,  was  en* 
tirely  disconcerted,  and  the  Flames  of  War  hindered  from  (pread- 
jng  again  into  the  Heart  of  Italy. 
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The  difierent  Attempts  that  were  made  for  reducing  the*City 
of  GWra  after  its  Revolt,  "had  all  the  afliftance  and  Countenance 
given  them  by  this  Monarch  that  could  be  expe&ed,  confident 
^vith  his  Safety,  tho*  he  had  many  Reafons  to  bedifpleafed 
with  the  Ufage  he  met  with  in  the  original  Capitulation. 
Vet  Surmifes  there  were,  as  if  fomewhat  of  Indifference  had 
appeared  in  his  Conduct  in  this  Point,  Which  if  true,  muft 
have  been  prejudicial  to  the  common  Caufe.  We  are  not, 
however,  obliged  to  credit  any  fuch  Story,  without  the  flighteft 
Degree  of  Evidence,  more  efpec wily  when  it  is  remembered,  that 
his  Sardinian  Majefty  defired  to  have  a  military  Minifter  oon- 
ftantty  refident  in  his  Court  during  the  War  on  the  Part  of  the 
Crqjvn  of  Gnat-Britain^  who  might  aflift  in  Councils,  and  fee 
trje  Corps  that  were  employed  every  Campaign,  that  it  might 
appear  he  fulfilled  in  every  refpedt  the  Terms  ftipuiated  on 
his  Part  by  the  Treaty  of  Subfidy  j  which  Punctuality  his 
Majefty  confidered  as  the  mod  efficacious  Means  for  preserving 
the  Friendship  of  Great-Britain,  even  when  the  War  Aould 
be  at  an  End  \  and  in  this  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  find  his 
Account. 

In  -the  Negotiation  carried  on  at  Jix-la-ChapeiU,  for  the  de- 
finitive Treaty  of  Peace,  his  Majefty  employed  the  >Gb*vafor 
d,Offorio9  and  the  Count  de  la  Chavannes.  By  the  fixth  Article 
of  the  Treaty  concluded  there,  he  was  obliged  to  reftore  to 
the  Republick  pfGww,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Afodcna,  what- 
ever had  been  taken  from  them ;  fo  that  by  this  Means  he 
loft  both  Savona  and  Finals  and  confequently  all  that  had  been 
ftipulated  in  his  Favour  by  the  Treaty  of  fVtrms,  as  to  the 
laft  mentioned  Place ;  but  by  the  fame  Article  the  Dutchy  of 
Savoy ,  and  the  County  of  Mf*,,were  reftored  to  htm  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  By  the  fe vent h  Article  he  made  a  foiemn 
<  Refignation  of  that  Part  of  the'Dutchy  or  Plauntiay  which  had 
been  yielded  to  him  by  the  Emprefs  Queen,  by  the  Treaty 
beforementioned.  But  by  the  twelfth  Article  the  Pofieffion  of 
all  his  former  Acquiiitions,  as  well  as  thofe  that  were  left  to 
him  in  confequencc  of  the  Treaty  of  fVermsy  were  recog- 
nized and  fecured,  and  he  likewife  obtained  the  general  Gua- 
rantee eftablifhed  by  that  Treaty  for  thofe  Provinces,  as  well 
as  for  all  the  reft  of  his  Dominions  wherever  fituated,  or  in  what 
manner  foever  acquired. 

We  will  now  take  a  fliort  Survey  of  the  Territories  of  this 
Monarch,  as  they  ftand  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
diftinguifhing  the  modern  Acquifitions  from  the  hereditary 
E  flares  defcended  from  his  Anceftors.     The  Ifland  of  Sardinia 
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is,  next  to  Sicily*  tfle  krgeft  in  the  Mediterranean ;  it  is  about 
forty-five  League*  in  Length,  and  twenty  in  Breadth,  has  fe- 
deral good  Ports  and  large  Towns,  very  populous  for  its  Size, 
though  the  Air  is  reputed  not  very  wholfome  to  Strangers, 
It  produces  a  ftrflng  Wine,  and  a  confiderable  Quantity  of 
Oil,  but  the  Staple  Comnfiodky  is  Corn,  of  which  in  a  very 
plentiful  Year  there  has  been  exported  to  the  Value  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling.  The  people  are  rough  and 
unpoliihed,  live  ift  a  kind  of  barbarous  Plenty,  which  afford- 
ing them  much  Meat  and  little  Labour,  they  look  upon  their 
oton  Mand  as  a  Paradife,  out  of  which  they  are  drawn  with ' 
great  Relu&ancy.  We  have  fliewn  that  the  late  King  ViBor 
Afnaieus  was  obliged  to  accept  thh  Mand  iriftead  of  Sicily  j  and  as 
it  is  how  managed,  it  affords  a  tolerable  Revenue,  more  efpe- 
daily  when  the  King YCircumftances  permit  him  to  receive 
it  in  Corn. 

The  Dirtchy  of  Savoy  is  a  large  but  very  far  from  a  fruitful 
Country*;  however,  the  Inhabitants  are  a  hardjr  and  laborious 
People,  and  by  their  Induftry  fubfift  tolerably  well.  The  Prin- 
ctpality  of  Piedmont  is  very  larjge,  and  the  'beft  Part  of  it  a 
very  fertile  Itid  well-cultivated  Country,  much  lefs  expofed 
than  Savoy,  onaccouiit  of  the  difficult  Entrances  into  it,  very 
ftrotig  by1  Nature,  and  tnoft  of  them  well  fortified  by  Art. 
Turin,  which  is  the  royal  Rcfidence,  is  a  very  large  ami  beau* 
tiftil  'City,  '{landing  on  the  River  Po,  and  admirably  well 
fortified.  The  County  of  Nice  is  lefs  fruitful,  but  of  great 
Importance,  as-ft  is  almoft  the  only  Part  of  the  King's  Do- 
minions on  the  Continent,  which  lies  upon  the  Sea.  Thefe 
GoDhtries  are  the  ancient  Patrimony  of  his  Majefty's  Family, 
but  the  Additions  made  to  them  are  very  confideraUe.  The 
Montftrrat  is  a  Dutehy  that  was  formerly  annexed  to  that  of 
Mantua,  but'the  Houfe  of  Savoy'hzd  an  old  Claim  to  it,  which 
was  revived  when  the  hft  Duke  of  Mantua  was  put  under  the 
Ban  of  the  Empire  ih'1708,  when  the  prefent  King  of  Sardinia's 
Father  obtained  'the  Inveftiture  of  it  from  the  Emperor,  which 
•was  confirmed  to  him  by  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  The  Diftrifts 
whieh  from  time  to  time  have  been  acquired  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Dutehy  of  Milan,  have  augmented  very  confiderably  both 
the  Power  and1  Revenue  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  have  alfo 
extended  his  Influence  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  his  Friend- 
ship very  eflehtial  to  the  Sifety  of  his  Neighbours  j  lb  that  he 
is  juftly  cfteemed  one  of  the  tnoft  confiderable  Potentates  in 
Italy,  exclufive  of  his  Expectancies,  which,  if  any  of  his  Fa- 
mily flfcrtrld  tome  to  enjoy,  would  render  them  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  Poyvers  in  Europe. 
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The  Commerce  of  thefe  Countries  was  heretofore  fo  very  in- 
conliderable  as  to  be  fcarce  worthy  of  Notice*  but  by  degrees, 
and  under  the  two  laft  Reigns  more  efpeciallyj  Things  have 
been  very  much  changed.  The  Staple  Commodity  of  Pied- 
mont is  a  kind  of  Silk  jndifpenfably  neceflary  in  many  Manu- 
factures, and  his  Sardinian  Majetty  has  put  this  under  fuch 
Regulations  as  make  it  rife  to  the  higheft  Amount  poffible.  The 
Navigation  of  the  Po  enables  the  Inhabitants  of  Turin,  and  the 
adjacent  Country,  to  carry  on  a  confiderable  Trade  to  Vemu. 
There  is  a  little  (and  but  a  little)  Traffick  ftirring  at  Alexan- 
dria and  Villafranca.  Befides  all  thefe,  his  Sardinian  Majefty 
has  gradually  and  filently  poffefled  himfelf  of  all  the  Pauages 
by  which  the  inland  Trade  is  carried  on  between  Frame  and 
Italy j  and  having  it  by  this  means  in  his  Power  to  lay  what 
Duties  he  thinks  proper,  derives  from. thence  an  additional  Re- 
venue, which  is  not  only  of  great  Confequence  in  itfelf,  but 
the  more  fo  by  keeping  the  neigh(x>uring  States  in  a  kind  of  De- 
pendence, through  Fear  of  the  Injuries  he  might  otherwife  do 
the  Commerce  of  their  Subjects,  > 

This  Account,  concife  as  it  is,  fufficientJy  demonftrates  the 
Power  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  the  Truth  of  what  we 
at  firft  laid  down,  that  it  is  both  natural  and  expedient  the 
Ballance  of  Italy  fhould  be  held  by  him.  His  Interefts  feem 
to  direct,  the  Situation  of  his  Country  demands,  and  even 
without  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  Flattery,  we  may  add,  the  Con- 
duct of  the  prefent  King  deferves  it.  Whatever  Addition  of 
Territory  he  receives  from  any  Quarter,  is  not  more  an  Ac- 
quifition  to  him,  than  to  the  common  Caufe;  and  we  have 
Reafon  to  wifh  his  Power  increafed,  becaufe  we  fee  the  whole 
of  his  Power  has  been  exerted  for  the  nobleft  Purpofes,  in  pre- 
ferving  the  Freedom  and  Independency  of  Italy ^  which  without 
queftion  will  be  always  at  his  Heart,  and  in  his  Eye. 

The  Doubts  and  Sufpicions  which  weak'  and  narrow  Minds 
have  been,  at  certain  Seafons,  too  apt  to  fuggeft  with  refe- 
rence to  this  great  Prince's  Conduct,  are  in  reality  as  idle  and 
improbable,  as  they  are  falfe  and  groundlefs  5  becaufe  it  is 
impoifible  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  mould  ever  give  him  any 
Security  for  the  Performance  of  the  Promifcs  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  make  him.  A  little  Confideration  will  let  this  in  the 
ftrongeft  Point  of  Light.  The  Offers  they  made  him  have 
been  almoft  without  Limits,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
fliews  his  Importance,  muft  convince  him,  that  unlefs  they 
had  mighty  Views  for  their  own  Advantage  they  would  never 
make  them.    But  what  are  thefe  Views  ?  The  eftablifting  a 
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fupcrior  Power  in  tile  Houfe  of  Botirbm  in  Italy.  If  We  put  tht* 
imp  other  Words,  it  means  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  propofing  . 
to  give  him  a  Mafter,  which  is  fuch  a  Proposition,  as  no  Offers 
whatever  can  tempt  a  wife  and  brave  Prince  to  liften  to  with  the 
lead  Attention* 

It  was  to  avoid  this,  that  in  the  earlieft  Part  of  his  Reign 
he  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  thofe  very  Powers,  which 
gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  thtir  Maxims  fo  well, 
while  they  profefled  themfelves  his  Friends,  that  it  is  the 
greateft  Abfurdity  to  fuppofe  he  can  ever  be  brought  to  truft 
them,  after  having  had  them  fo  long,  and  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
his  Enemies.  *  It  was  to  prevent  his  having  a  Mailer,  that 
he  engaged  in  the  late  War,  and  ran  fo  many  rifques  in  the 
Courfe  of  it.  This  was  manifeftly  the  Bafts  of  the  Treaty  of 
Warms*  the  whole  Scope  of  which  was  to  render  him  inde- 
pendent, and  to  give  him  the  Power  of  fupporting  that  Inde- 
pendency. ' 

To  depart  therefore  from  this  Plan,  for  the  fake  of  any  thing 
that  could  be  offered  by  the  Spaniards  and  French*  would  be 
fuch  a  manifeft  Sacrifice  of  the  Subftance  to  the  Shadow,  that 
confidering  the  Knowledge  we  have  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty's 
Charader,  ought  never  to  be  fufpefted.  The  fmalleft  DiitriA 
granted  him  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ,  under  the  Guarantee 
of  his  other  Allies,  is  of  more,  real  Confluence  to  him,  than 
half  the  Duchy  of  Milan  given  him.  by  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon* 
admitting  they  (hould  have  it  in  their  power  to  give  it j  be- 
caufe  they  can  never  have  this  Power,  without  having  at  the 
fame  time  the  Power  of  taking  it  again,  which  would  not  only 
render  the  Pofleffion  of  that,  but  of  all  his  other  Dominions, 
precarious. 

It  is  very  apparent,  that  even  as  Things  Hand  now,  the 
Territories  of  this  Monarch  are  very  far  from  being  exten* 
five;  but  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  are  very  populous,  and 
the  People  of  Savoy*  and  of  the  V allies,  are  naturally  martial  i 
fo  that  under  thefe  two  lad  Reigns  a  very  confiderable  Army 
of  regular  Troops  has  been  conttantly  kept  up,  and  the  King 
can  never  be  at  a  lofs  to  bring  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  Men 
into  the  Field,  when  Occafion  requires  it.  This  Force  is 
indeed  nothing  in  companion  of  that  of  France  and  Spain ; 
but  it  will  appear  very  confiderable,  when  compared  with  the 
Strength  of  other  Italian  Princes.  Befides  this,  the  Fortreflei 
of  Piedmont  are  in  fo  good  Order,  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty 
tan  always  mate  a  Stand  till  he  is  fuppprnd  by  the  Aujlrians* 
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vtfiich  he  rouft  be  fo  long  as  they  dcfire  to  prckrrt  their  Do- 
minions in  Italy. 

Upon  thefe  Principles  therefore  we  may  fafely  lay  it  down, 
that  though  his  Revenue  is  not  fo  large  as  that  of  the  Great 
Duke,  yet  he  is  one  of  the  greattft  Powers  in  Italy,  and  is 
juftly  efteemed  fo  by  his  Neighbour,  his  Allies,  and  his  Ene- 
mies. -  His  Claim  upon  the  City  of  Geneva,  and  the  Attempt! 
made  by  fome  of  his  Predeceflbrs  to  become  Matters  of  it, 
will  be  nardly  ever  forgot  by  that  little  Republick,  which  how- 
ever is  fufficiently  covered  from  either  his  Ambition,  or  his 
Refentment,  by  its  &r\&  League  with  the  Sxvifs  Cantons,  as 
well  as  by  the  Prote&ion  it  may  always  expe&  from  the  Frtntb 
Crown. 

.  The  Pretenfioris  he  inherits  from  his  Ancestors  to  fevenl 
Places  poflcfTed  by  the  Republick  of  Genoa,  will  probably  hin- 
der him,  at  leaft  for  fome  Years,  from  living  in  any  ftrid  de- 
gree of  Harmony  with  that  Commonwealth,  which  is  naturally 
jealous  of  him,  and  will  probably  continue  fo ;  though  if  they 
knew  their  own  Intereft,  they  would  certainly  compromife  their 
Differences  with  this  Prince,  which  would  be  a  thing  of  great 
Confequence  to  both.  His  taking  the  Title  of  King  of  C;- 
PruSy  and  fome  other  Circumftances,  has  created  a  Coidnefs  be- 
tween this  Monarch  and  the  Republick  of  Venice,  though  it  is 
certainly  for  their  mutual  Good  to  forget  old  Injuries,  and  to 
?ffift  each  other. 

There  have  been  formerly  high  Difputes  between  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Predeceflbrs  and  the  Pope,  which  have  been  renewed  I 
in  the  laft,  and  even  in  the  prefent  Reign,  but  they  feem 
now  buried  in  Oblivion,  as  they  ought  to  be,  confidering  that 
his  Holinefs  mud  be  long  ago  convinced  by  Experience  that 
the  Thunder  of  the  Vatican  has  loft  its  Efficacy,  and  Ex- 
communications will  do  very  little,  either  with  this  Prince  or 
his  Subjects ;  and  as  to  the  temporal  Power  of  the  Pope,  it 
is  not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Sardinian  Mo- 
narch. 

.  The  Territories  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  if  we  con- 
fader  him  only  in  the  Light  of  an  Italian  Potentate,  lie  at  too 
great  a  Diftance  to  create  any  Differences  between  them; 
but  confidered  as  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  the  King 
of  Sardinia  cannot  but  be  jealous  of  any  Augmentation  of  bis 
Power.  But  to  fay  the  Truth,  the  great  Point  which  this 
Monarch  muft  always  keep  in  View,  is  the  balancing  the 
Power  of  that  Houfe  and  the  Houfe  of  A*ftria\  to  the  latter 
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of  which,  ttotwithftanding  his  near  Relation  in  Blood  to  the 
former,  it  is  more  natural  for  him  to  adhere. 

As  things  ftand  at  prefent,  it  is  for  from  being  probable 
that  the  Court  of  Vienna  will  indine  to  Meafures  that  may 
juftly  provoke  a  Prince,  to  whom  flic  has  fo  many  Obliga-» 
tions,  for  whofe  Affiftance  ihe  muft  fo  often  have  Occafion  ; 
and  who  in  that  Cafe,  would  eafily.  find  Refources  fufficient 
to  defend  himfelf  againft  all  Attempt.  On  the  other  hand, 
while  from  a  due  Regard  to  their  refpe£tive  Interefts,  a  good 
Correfpondence  is  kept  up  between  them,  the  Light  of  Ex- 
perience plainly  (hews,  that  their  Enemies  will  find  it  very  hard 
to  make  any  Impreffion  upon  either ;  and  in  Procefs  of  Time ' 
it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  Alterations  may  happen  in  Spain, 
as  will  render  their  Capacity  of  defending  themfelves  ftill  greater 
than  they  are  at  prefent. 

But  with  refpedfc  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  though  it  will 
be  always  decent  and  proper  for  his  Sardinian  MLjefty  to 
prefcrve  for  it  a  juft  Meafurc  of  Refpedt  and  Compliance ; 
yet  as  his  Safety  muft  perpetually  depend  upon  the  Greatnefs 
of  his  own  Strength,  and  the  Limitation  of  their  Power,  fo 
it  can  never"  become  either  requifite  or  agreeable  to  him  to 
enter  intoany  clofe  Alliance  with  that  Family,  the  aggran- 
dizing of  which  muft  be  ajwaysi  if  not  at  his  Expence,  at 
the  rifque  of  his  Security.  There  are  alfo  good  Reafons  to 
believe,  that  France  v^ill  not  eafily  be*  drawn  to  quarrel  with  a 
Prince,  who  keeps  as  it  were  the  Gates  of  her  Dominions, 
and  who  may  be  juftly  ftiled  a  Terror  to  her,  while  fhe  is 
fo  to  all  the  reft  of  her  Neighbours  5  for,  without  doubt,  if 
the  King  of  Sardinia  were  thoroughly  provoked,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Aufiria  at  full  Liberty  to  fupport  him,  he  might 
carry  his  Arms  either  into;  Dduphiny  or  Provence,-  or  perhaps 
into  both  at  the  fame  time,  more  efficacioufly  than  in  the  laft, 
or  the  preceding  War  j  in  both  which,  however,  Irrupt  Tons  on 
this  Side  have  brought  the  French  Monarchy  into  Circumftances 
of  very  great  Diftrefs. 

As  for  the  Maritime  Powers,  they  are,  though  at  a  Diftance, 
the  natural  and  conftant  Allies  of  the  Monarch  of  whom  we 
are  fpeakingj  becaufe  their  Interefts  ?nd  his  are  the  lame: 
And  if  a  eeod  Port  could  be  made  in  the  County  of  Nice, 
capable  of^  admitting  Men  of  War,  he  would  be  quickly  able 
not  only  to  maintain  his  own  Freedom,  but  alfo  to  protect 
the  Liberty  and  Independency  of  Italy  againft  all  Invaders :  And 
though  he  would  not  be  even  then  in  a  Capacity  of  giving  Law 
to  others. 
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If  once  the  Affairs  of  this  Part  of  the  World  were  put  into , 
fuch  a  Situation,  the  Benefits  refulting  to  the  People  there, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  reft  of  Eurrte,  would  be  fo  great  and  fo 
evident,  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty  would  have  no  room  to 
apprehend  any  new  (Confederacy  formed  againft  him,  fince  his 
Neighbours  would  be  then  as  willing  to  defend  that  Syftem,  as 
for  want  of  confidering  it  properly,  they  formerly  feemed  averfe 
to  receive  it. 

We  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Article,  becaufe,  with 
refpedt  to  the  Britijh  Nation,  there  is  no  Power  in  Itafy  with 
the  Strength  and  State  of  which  it  imports  us  fo  mQch  to  be 
well  tequainted  as  the  Crown  of  Sardinia.  Befides,  from  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  treated  this  Point,  many  things 
have  been  faid  which  relate  to  the  general  Intereft  of  that  Coun- 
try, as  well  as  to  the  particular  Concerns  of  feveral  of  the  Ita- 
lian Powers,  which  confequently  we  (hall  be  under  no  Ne- 
cei&ty  of  repeating  again.  But  there  is  one  thing  very  re* 
quifite  to  be  obferved  before  we  conclude,  which  is  this,  that 
nothing  can  be  of  greater  Importance  to  the  Trade  of  this 
Nation,  than  the  preferving  the  Ballance  in  Italy,  which  if 
loft,  muft  neceflarily  throw  all  that  valuable  Branch  of  Com- 
merce  in  which  we  have  at  prefent  fo  large  a  Share,  and  from 
which  we  derive  annually  a  confiderable  Profit,  into  other 
Hands,  and  which  is  worft  of  all,  into  the  Hands  of  the  French^ 
a  thing  againft  which  we  have  as  much  Reafon  to  guard  as  ft 
trading  Nation,  as  the  King  of  Sardinia  himfclf  has  Caufe  to 
oppofe,  as  far  aspoffible,  the  Growth  of  the  French  Power,  out 
of  regard  to  his  own  Safety.  This  fufficiently  fhews,  that  our 
Interefts  are  really  mutual,  and  that  there  is  nothing  of  political 
Art  in  what  we  have  been  told,  of  the  Expediency  of  fupport- 
iog  this  Monarch  againft  all  his  Enemies,  though  at  a  large  Ex- 
pence  to-ourfelves. 
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SECT.    II. 

The  Prefent  State  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Avstki  a  in  Italy, 

TH  E  great  Point  which  the  Maritime  Powers  had  in  View 
at  the  Death  of  Charles  II.  King  of  Spain,  the  laft  Heir- 
Male  of  the  eldeft  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  was  to  divide 
his  Territories  in  fuch  a  manner  between  the  remaining  Part 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  and  the  Defcendents  of  the  Dauphin 
of  France,  as  might  preferve  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe  at 
that  time,  and  the  Ballance  of  Power  for  the  future.  It 
was  to  anfwer  this  End,  that  by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and 
Baden,  all  the  Spanifh  Dominions  in  Italy  were  fecured  to  the 
Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and  all  the 
Negotiations  founded  thereon,  were  built  upon  the  fame  Prin- 
ciple. 

By  this  means  his  Imperial  Majefty  became  pofleffed  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  Duchy  of  Milan  and  all 
its  Dependencies,  together  with  the  Duchy  of  Mantua,  which 
was  feized  upon  the  late  Duke  Charles  IV's  adhering  to  France, 
in  the  preceding  War,  and  dying  in  Exile  nt  Venice.  The 
Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia  were  yielded  to  him  by  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  as  an  Equivalent  for  Naples  and  Sicily, 
thongn  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  but  a  poor  one. 

The  noble  Duchy  of  Milan,  which  has  been  defervedly 
efteemed  one  of  the  hneft  Principalities  in  Europe,  is  above  two 
hundred  and  forty  Miles  in  Length,  and  eighty  in  Breadth.  It 
is  generally  divided,  together  with  the  Countries  annexed  to  it, 
into  thirteen  Diftrids,  v».  The  Milanefe  Proper.  The  Pa* 
vefe.  The  Lodefan.  The  Crembnefe.  The  Camafco.  The 
County  of  Anghiera.  The  V  allies  of  Seffia.  The  Novarefe. 
The  Vigevanois.  The  Lomeline.  The  Alexandrin.  The  Tor- 
tonefe.  And  the  Territory  of  Bobbio*  But  of  thefe  feveral  have 
been  ceded  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  fome  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  VI.  and  others  by  the  Emprefe  Queen  now  reigning, 
as  we  have  already  (hewn  in  another  Place;  but  notwith- 
Handing  this,  what  remains  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  may  be 
ftill  considered  as  one  of  the  faireft  and  fined  Countries  in  her 
Poffeffion.    - 
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It  lies  in  a  moil  excellent  Climate,  and  is  Weft  with  as  fruit- 
ful a  Soil  as  any  in  Europe,  watered  by-  the  noble  Rivers  Po% 
Tejfmy  Adda,  and  Sejjia,  befides  the  famous  Lakes  of  Mag- 
ghn,  Lucanoy  and  Como.  But  to  come  to  the  moft  material 
Point,  the  Revenues  that  are  drawn  from  it  amount  to  at  leaft 
three  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  befides  its 
furnifbing  Subfiftence  for  thirty  thoufand  Men,  and  enabling  the 
Court  of  Vienna  to  provide  with  Governments  and  Preferments, 
Eceleftaftical,  Military,  and  Civil,  Numbers  of  her  Depen- 
dents, and  that  too,  which  is  no  very  eafy  Matter,  even  to  the 
Extent  of  .their  Hopes  and  Wiihes. 

The  Duchy  of  Mantua  is  alfo  a  very  fine  Country,  about 
fifty  Miles  in  Length,  but  fo  unequal  in  Breadth,  that  there  is 
no  faying  any  thing  of  it  with  Certainty.  The  Capital  is  very 
large,  and  withal  one  of  the  beft  Fortreffes  in  Italy \  both  by 
Art  and  Nature ;  the  Country  abounds  in  Corn,  Fruit,  Flax, 
Silk,  and  Cattle,  and  the  Revenue  is  ufuaiiy  computed  at  about 
at  fourth  Part  of  that  of  Mian. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  thofe  Treaties  which  followed  the  long 
War  upon  account  of  the  Stanijh  Succeffion,  the  Emperor 
-tpgpgcd  hjmfelf  to  give  the  Duke  of  Guajlalla  a  competent 
Satisfaction  for  his  Pretentions  to  the  Duchy  of  Mantua*  which 
were  thought  to  be  pretty  well  founded,  but  what  that  Satif- 
fa£Uon  amounted  to,  or  when  it  was  given,  no  Author  I  have 
ever  yet  met  with  mentions ;  but  this  is  very  eertain,  that  when 
his  Serene  Highnefs  Jofefb  Maria  Ganzagua,  Duke  of  Gua- 
jlalla, died  in  1746  without  Ifiue  Male,  Poffeflion  was  taken 
of  his  Dominions  on  behalf  of  the  prefent  Emperor.  It  will  be 
very  proper  to  mention  here,  that  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty 
has  by  DeTcent  a  better  Title  to  the  Succeffion  of  Guajlalla, 
and  perhaps  I  fhould  not  err,  if  I  faid  Mantua  too,  than  any 
other  Prince  in  the  World  j  and  therefore  it  was  no  more  than 
his  Right. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  conceive,  even  upon  this  flight  Survey,  of 
how  great  Importance  the  Italian  Dominions  were  to  the  Gran- 
deur of  the  Houfe  of  Auf:ria,  and  jiow  much  Reafon  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen  had  to  take  every  Step  poffible  for  preferving  them 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  late  War,  fince  at  that  time,  and  in 
the  Courfc  of  it,  they  confifted  q(  five  fine  Duchies,  viz. 
.Milan*  Mantua,  Guajlalla,  Parma,  and  Placenti^  yielding  a 
clear  Revenue,  if  they  could  have  been  kept,  of  very  little  Jefs 
than  fix  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  befides  accidental 
Advantages,  and  the  great  Conveniency  of  providing  the  Princes 
iwd  Prineefles,-  or.  as.  they  are  filled  at  Vienna.^  the  Archdukes  and 
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Archducheffes  of  that  auguft  Line,  with  Governments,  In 
which  they  might  have  refided  with  Dignity  and  Magnificence, 
little  inferior  to  that  of  foveretgn  Princes.  It  is  true,  that  in 
order  to  be  in  a  Condition  to  defend  thefe  Dominions,  it  was 
neceilary  to  make  confiderablc  Ceifions  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  ; 
but  then  it  is  likewife  true,  that  by  making  thefe  Cef&ons,  thofa 
Dominions  were  actually  preferved;  and  after  a  bloody  and 
expeniive  Wax  of  ifeveral  Years  Continuance,  there  wa* 
not  a  Foot  of  them  loft,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole 
Duchy  of  Modma  and  its  Dependencies,  together  with  a  Part 
of  the  Territories  of  the  Republick  of  Gcnia^  were  actually 
conquered,  and  remained  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Emprefe 
Queen  and  hi*  Sardinian  Majefty,  at  the  Conclusion  of  the 
Peace, 

By  the  Treaty  df  Aix  la  Gbapelle,  a  provisional  Eftablifluneot 
was  made  for  the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philips  which  (wallowed  uf 
the  Duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Gua/laila>'tnA  coafe~ 
quently  reduced  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  juflria  to  the 
Duchies  of  Mantua  and  Milan  only ;  and  the  latter  of  thefe 
feverely  difmcrobered.  Yet  notwithstanding  thefe  Misfortune^ 
the  Territories  ftill  preferved  are  very  confiderable,,  ttere  efpeci- 
ally  if  we  confider  two  Advantages  with  which  they  are  attend* 
cd ;  the  iirft  is,  that  they  are  capable  of  maintaining  a  Force 
iufficjent  for  their  own  Defence ;  and  next,  that  upon  any  Emer- 
gency, the  Court  of  Vienna  can  pour  what  Reinforcement  (he 
pleafes  into  the  Duchies  through  the  Tyrolefe ;  i'o  that  notwithr 
ftanding  the  Power  and  the  Ambition  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon* 
there  is  good  Reafonto.hope  that  thefe  Countries,  in  the  Conr 
dition  they  now  are,  will  remain  in  the  peaceable  Pofleffiop  0/ 
their  auguft  Sovereign,  not  only  from  the  Force  of  the  general 
Guaranty  contained  in  that  Treaty,  but  from  the  Intereft  0/ 
the  other  Powers  in  Italy,  to  prefcrve  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  in 
its  prefent  Condition,  as  a  Point  eflentially  neceflasy  to  the 
Ballance. 

There  has  been,  ever  fince  the  Conclufion  of  that  famous 
Treaty,  a  Rumour  of  a  Congrefe  to  be  held  for  compofing 
amicably  the  difcordant  lnterefts  in  Italy  \  for  whatever  the 
Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  might  be,  with  refpefl  to  the  other 
Parts  of  Europe,  it  was  very  far  from  being  definitive  here; 
fince  it  has  left  things  in  fuch  a  Situation  as  it  is  impoffible 
they  ihould  continue  long.  But  then  this  Defect  is  attended  with 
a  Circumftance,  whether  owing  to  the  Penetration  of  tho(e 
able  Politicians  who  negotiated  it  or  not,  we  will  not  pre- 
fume  to  determine,  which  in  a  good  meafure  ballances  that 
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TDcfeft.  That  Circumftance  is  this;  all*  the  Potentates  whofe 
lnterefts  were  regulated  by  that  Treaty,  are  equally  diflatisficd 
and  diftrefled,  which  will  propably  have  this  good  Confequcnce, 
and  they  will  concur  in  making  fuch  Alterations  for  their  mutual 
Convenience,  as  m?y  procure  a  definitive  Eftabliihment  of  their 
xefpe&ive  Territories  for  the  reciprocal  Benefit  of  the  feveral 
Parties.  Something  of  this  fort  has  been  long  in  Agitation ;  and 
when  by  fecret  and  iilent  Negotiations,  the  principal  Points  are 
fettled,  it  is  thought  that  a  Congrefs  will  be  held  at  Pi/a  for  ad- 
juring leffer  Mattersy-and  putting  all  things  into  form.  When 
this  is  over,  and  not  till  then,  we  (hall  have  a  clear  and  diftind 
View  of  tie  Diftribution  of  Power  in  this  Part  of  the  World, 
and  therefore  what  has  been  already  faid,  and  what  we  have 
farther  to  fay,  muft  remain  fubjefi  to  the  Confequences  that  may 
refult  from  any  Exchanges  or  Alterations  which  fhall  be  then 
made. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe 
of  Jufiria,  with  refped  to  her  Dominions  in  Italy,  to  preserve 
*  ftrid  Fricndihip  with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  a  fair  and 
equal  Behaviour  towards  all  her  Neighbours.  This  would  have 
been  at  all  times  exceeding  proper  and  advantageous,  but  at 
prefent  it  is  indifpenfibJy.neceilary.  For  though  it  may  feem  a 
rarado*  to  maintain,  yet  in  time  it  would  be  found  a  political 
Truth,  that  the  Lofs  of  Power  in  Italy  may  prove  the  Means  of 
augmenting  the  Influence  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  A  moderate, 
firm,  and  juft  Conduit,  will  not  only  excite  Veneration  and 
Efteem,  but  will' by  degrees  beget  Confidence  and  aftrong 
Attachment,  fince  now  all  jealous  Apprehenfions  are  removed, 
and  the  Protection  of  that  Power  may  be  fought  without 
any  Fears  that  this  may  give  occafion  to  dangerous  Incroach- 
ments.         . 

Whenever  this  (hall  be  brought  about,  it  will  .promote  a 
fincere  and  extenfive  Union,  founded  upon  a  mutual  Re- 
fpe&,  and  a  Concurrence  of  natural  lnterefts,  which  will  af- 
ford a  much  higher  and  more  effectual  Security  than  any 
diftant  Guarantees.  It  may  poffibly  be  fuggefted,  that  this 
being  the  Conjecture  only  of  a  private  Perfon,  cannot  de- 
ferve  much  Regard.  But  if  this-  Conjecture  be  founded  in 
the;  Nature  of  Things,  and  arifes  from  a  ferious  Contem- 
plation of  Fafis  that  cannot  be  denied,  it  may  be  justified 
by  Confequences  let  it  be  whofe  Conjecture  it  will.  For  after 
all,  it  will  be  found  that  private  Spcculatifts  in  Politicks  have 
fecrt  as. far  int9  future  Events  as  more  elevated  Politicians; 
for  being  neither  blinded  by  their  Paffions,  nor  milled. by  falfe 
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Lights,  they  derive  at  many  Advantages  from  thence  as  great 
Statesmen  do  from  their  private  Intelligence ;  fince  Negotiations 
and  Intrigues,  howfoever  well  contrived,  or  how  fecretly  fo- 
ever  managed,  rarely  reach  the  Ends  propofed  by  them,  but 
are  counter-a&ed  by  Circumftances  negle&ed  or  overlooked  by 
their  Authors  ;  and  yet  obvious  enough  to  thofe  who  content 
themfelves  with  ftudying  Things,  inftead  of  liftening  to  the 
Proie&s  of  Meij. 

There  was  great  Reafon  to  hope,  and  the  Publication  of  this 
Edition  was  for  fome  time  deferred,  on  account  of  that  Hope, 
that  by  a  Convention  lately  concluded,  as  it  is  faid,  between  the 
Courts  of  Vienna,  Madrid  and  Turin,  all  Difputes  were  fettled 
from  the  Principles,  above  fyggefted ;  but  notwithftanding  this 
is  ftill  affirmed,  and  generally  believed,  yet  as  no  fuch  Convention 
has  appeared,  it  is  impoffible  to  ftate  tne  Terms  or  to  give  any 
Opinion  about  it. 

SECT.    III. 

A  concife  Account  of  the  Grand  Duchy  gf  Tufcany  j 
the  Manner  in  which  it  is  foffejfed  by  his  prefent 
Imperial  Maje/iy ;  the  Advantages  derived  from 
thence  to  the  Auftrian  Dominions ;  and  the  Rea- 
fons  which  particularly-  interejl  the  Maritime 
Powers  in  the  Prefervation  of  it  in  the  famf 
Condition  in  which  it  at  prefent  fubfifts. 

TH  E  Grand.  Duchy  of  Tufcany  is  compofed  of  the  Ter- 
ritories that  formerly  belonged  to  three  fmall  but  potent 
Republicks,  viz.  thofe  of  Florence^  Sienna  and  Pijk.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  Century  that  Cofmo  de  Medicis, 
who  had  the  glorious  Sirname  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
aflumed  the  fupreme  Power.  Alexander  de  Medicis,  his  Depen- 
dent, was  made  Duke  of  Florence^  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
in  1531.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Coufin  Ccfmoy  who  had 
the  Title  of  Grand  Duke  beftowed  upon  him  by  Pope  Pius  V. 
in  order  to  raife  him  to  a  Rank  fuperior  to  the  Princes  of  ltaly% 
though  he  bad  the  Stile  only  of  Serene  Highnefs,  whereas  that 
of  Royal  Highnefs  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  About  the 
Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century  the  Grand  Duke  Cofmo  the 
Third,  finding  the  Title  of  Royal  Highnefs4  given  *by  the  Em- 
peror Leopold  tp  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  applied  himfelf  likewife  to 
his  Irpperial  Majefty  in  order  to  obtain  die  fame  Favour,  which 
was  accordingly  granted.  I  This 
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This  Prince,  after  a  long  and  happy  Reign,  dece&ied  08ob>f 
31,  1723,  and  was  fuoceeded  in  his  Dominions  by  his  Son  Jsh* 
Gafton  dt  MtdiciSy  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  his  Family.  The 
Infant  Don  Carhs,  at  prefent  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  was 
declared  his  Heir,  and  foon  after  his  Arrival  in  Italy  aflumed, 
with  the  Confent  of  the  Grand  Duke,  the  Title  of  Hereditary. 
Grand  Prince  of  Infamy.  But  upon  the  Conclufion  of  that 
War  by  which  he  acquired  the  Kingdoms  he  now  enjoys,  it 
was  ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna^  that  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Ttifcany  ihould  be  given  to  Francis  Duke  of  Lorrain  in  Ex- 
change for  that  Duchy,  which  was  yielded  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majelty  after  the  Demife  of  King  Stant/hus. 

T  be  Bounds  that  are  generally  afcribed  to  Tufcany^  arc  the 
River  7?&r,  the  Apenrtine  Mountains,  and  the  fciver  Afagrs. 
The  whole  Extent  of  this  Country  from  South  to  North  is 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  and  about  one  hundred  i!*! 
twenty  from  Eaft  to  Weft.  It  is  wafhed  on  the  South  and  oa 
the  Weft  by  the  Mcditerran$ans  and  with  refpeft  to  Strength 
and  Convenience,  it  has  all  the  Advantages  from  Situation  that 
can  be  wifhed.  As  to  the  Soil  of  this  Country,  it  is  in  fome 
Farts  mountainous,  where  there  are  Mines  of  Copper,  Iron, 
Silver  and  AJlum,  and  Quarries  of  fine  Marble,  Alabafter  ami 
Porphyry.  In  other  Parts  it  abounds  with  pleafant  Hills  which 
are  covered  with  Vines,  Oranges,  Lemons,  Olives,  and  other 
Fruits,  and'in  fome  Places  there  are  V allies  which  produceabun- 
dance  of  Corn  and  Grafs. 

It  has  many  little  Rivers,  but  the  Chief  of  them  is  the  dm. 
The  other  Commodities  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  vi 
Wool,  Flax,  Saffron,  Serges,  Woolen  Cloths,  Silks,  Tape- 
ftries,  gilt  Leather,  Earthen  Ware,  Perfumes,  &t.  There  is 
jjo  Country  in  the  World  where  the  People  are,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  better  adapted  to  mercantile  Affairs,  or  where  they  know 
better  how  to  make  this  Difpofition  of  theirs  turn  to  Account. 
All  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Me dicis  were  thtmfelves  Mer- 
chants, and  by  their  Example  Commerce  has  been  always 
thought  there  what  it  ought  to  be  thought  elfewhere,  a  thing 
not  at  all  incompatible  with  Nobility. 

The  Country  round  about  Florenct  is  excellently  cultivated 
and  the  City  itfelf  fo  rich  and  beautiful,  that  it  is  ftiled  at  honx 
and  abroad  Florence  the  Fair>  according  to  the  It&& 
Humour  of  bellowing  Epithets  upon  all  their  great  Cities.  The 
other  two  Parts  of  the  Grand  Duke's  Dominions,  viz.  the 
Pi/an  and  the  Sierihois,  tho'  the  Country  is  not  at  all  inferior 
to  the  Fkr4ntinc%  are  far  from  being  fo  well  peopled,  and  conie- 
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quently  from  being  fo  much  improved*  On  the  contrary,  in 
fome  Places  they  lie  almoft  wafte  for  want  of  Inhabitants,  which 
has  been  owing  chiefly  to  the  Jealoufy  of  their  Princes.  As  thi9 
Humour  is  now  pretty  well  wore  out,  there  is  good  Reafon  to 
hope  that  thefe  Countries  may  recover,  at  leaft  to  a  tolerable 
Degree,  tho*  not  to  their  ancient  Splendor  in  the  Times  when 
Pija  and  Sienna  were  Republicks,  and  either  of  them  very  capable 
of  noaking  Head  againft  Florence.  This  Ihews  the  different  Ef- 
fects of  Government,  and  that  Places  may  derive  from  Liberty 
almoft  as  great  Bleflings  as  from  Nature. 

But  the  great  Glory  of  Tufiany*  and  the  true  Source  of  he* 
Power  and  Wealth,  at  leaft  in  modern  Times,  has  been  he* 
famous  Port  of  Leghorn*  or,  as  the  Italians  call  it,  Livornt*  ob- 
tained in  Exchange  for  Sarzana  from  the  Genoefe.  The  Country 
about  it  was  "formerly  a  vile  Morafs,  or  rather  Quagmire,  the 
noxious  Steams  of  which  rendered  the  Air  unwholfbme ;  but 
by  the  Skill  and  Pains  of  an  Englijbman*  Sir  Robert  Dudley*  Son 
to  Queen  Elizabeth's  potent  Favourite  the  Earl  of  Leicejler*  and 
himfelf  created  Duke  of  Northumberland  by  the  Emperor,  the 
Soil  was  rendered  habitable,  the  Air  much  lefs  unwholfome,  and 
the  Port  improved  fo  as  to  become  the  bed  in  Italy. 

By  his  Advice  alfo  it  was  made  a  free  Port,  that  is,  the  Diir 
ties  inward  are  very  eafy,  "and  upon  Exportation  there  are  np 
Duties  at  all.  This  has  rendered  it  for  about  a  Century  paft  the 
great  Magazine  of  the  Levant  Trade,  and  drawn  thither  Meiv- 
chants  from  all  Parts,  more  efpecially  Jews  and  Armenians*  of 
whom  many  refide  there,  and  have  great  Privileges  allowed  them. 
But  after  all,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Commerce  was  and  is  car~ 
ried  on  by  the  Subjects  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  who  for  that 
Reafon  have  their  Confuls  refident  there,  and  inter^ft  themfelvej 
upon  all  Occafions  in  its  Favour. 

On  this  account  Care  has  been  taken  to  ftipulate  in  all  the 
Treaties  fince  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  that  the  Port  of  Leghorn 
fhould  remain  in  its  prefent  Situation,  in  whofe  Hands  foever  it 
was  left ;  which  however  to  fome  may  appear  almoft  a  needle^ 
Precaution,  fince  it  is  of  fuch  very  high  importance  to  the  So* 
vereign  of  Tufcany  that  it  fhould  (o  remain.  It  is  in  truth  the 
great  Wheel  which  gives  Motion  to  the  Trade  of  that  Country, 
and  attracts  thither  the  richeft  Commodities  and  the  moft  valu 
able  Manufactures  of  Italy*  from  whence  vaft  Advantages  arifc, 
not  only  to  the  Subjects  of  the  Grand  Duke,  but  aUo  to  the 
Prince  himfelf  \  whence  one  would  be  tempted  to  fuppofe,  that 
Refpedto  his  own  Interefts  might  fuperfede  the  Neceffity  of  any 
fuch  Interpofition. 
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Befides,  the  Friendship  of  the  Maritime  Power*  is  a  thing  of 
fo  great  Confequence  to  whatever  Prince  is*  in  Pofleffion  of  7k/- 
canfr.  that  the  bare  Confideration  of  that  fcems  to  be  a  Motive 
more  than  fufficient  to  iecure  all  the  Immunities  granted  to  tbi 
Port  of  Leghorn  from  the  fmalleft  Violation^  However,  in  Mat- 
ters of  ifo  tended  a  Nature  nothing  ought  to  be  neglcded,  and 
therefore  we  have  the  greater  Reafon  to  pqrfuade  ourfelves,  that 
a  thing  fo  perfe&ly  agreeable  to  the  Interefts  of  all  Parties  wiO 
never  bfecome  the  Subject  of  any  kind  of  Difpute. 

John  Gqfton  de  Medxcisy  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany ,  having  had 
the  Misfortune  to  fee  his  Territories  difpofed  of  in  his  Life- 
•time  to  Strangers,  notwithftanding  all  the  Oppofition  he  could 
poflibly  give  to  that  Meafure,  left  this  World  July  9,  1737,  and 
his  Royal  Highnefe  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  fucceeded  him  without 
the  leaft  Difpute,  in  confequence  of  the  fourth  Article  of  the 
Preliminaries  fignf  d  at  Viinna  in  1 735.  Throughout  the  whek 
Courfeof  the  laft  War,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  neutral  Country,  as  indeed  it  ought ;  for  his  Impend 
Majefty  holding  it  in  Exchange,  and  under  the  fame  Rules  of 
Succeffion  with  thofe  of  his  hereditary  Countries  of  Ltrrain  and 
Barry  there  could  be  no  Pretence  formed  to  his  -Prejudice,  or 
that  could  fo  much  as  afford  any  Colour  for  difturbing  or  diftrd- 
fing  his  Subjeds. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  Precedent  will  be  followed  exafllj 
in  cafe  any  future  Difturbances  fhould  break  out  in  this  Country, 
and  it  is  very  eafy  to  perceive  what  real  Advantages  are  derived 
from  fo  valuable  a  Privilege,  more  efpecially  when  it  refpc&i 
Country  which  fubfifts  in  a  great  meafure  by  Trade,  and  whkA 
in  confequence  of  this  Privilege  muft  always  prove,  as  it  did  in 
the  laft  War,  the  Afylum  of  (uch  as  have  no  other  Defire  than 
to  live  by  the  Fruits  of  their  own  Induftry • 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  of  the  Revenue  and  Forces  of  tto 
Principality.  The  Grand  Duke*  of  Tufcany  were  always  re- 
markable for  their  prudent  (Economy,  which  rendered  them 
Without  Comparifon  the  richeft  Princes  in  Italy ;  they  wot 
'great  Patrons  of  Induftry  and  Arts,  very  attentive  to  whatroigto 
promote  the  Welfare  of  their  Subjefifc,  and  omitted  nothing 
that  might  engage  Strangers  of  Merit  to  fettle  artiongft  than- 
Yet  thfc  Politicians  of  Italy  had  always  a  Notion,  that  though 
in  all  other  Refpefts  thefe  Princes  made  very  good  Shepherds, 
theywcreneverthelefsaptto  fhear  their  Flock  a  little  too  clofc 
However  that  Matter  may  be,  it  was  never  thought  an  extrava- 
gant Computation  when  the  Revenues  of  this  Grand  Ducty 
were  tftimatcd  at  between  three  and  four  Millions  of  Crown* 
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ready,  one  half  of  which,  at  leaft  in  Times  of  Peace,  remained 
afc  in  the  Coffers  of  the  Grand  Duke,  or  if  it  found  its  Way 
out,  was  employed  in  Trade,  or  lent  to  his  Subjects  at  a  good 
[ntereft.  Whether  the  Savings  are  altogether  as  great  now  as  in 
former  Times,  may  poffibly  admit  of  fome  Doubt,  but  there  is 
rone  with  regard  to  the  Income,  which  is  as  great  as  ever. 

The  Grand  Duke  had  alio  commonly  thirty  thoufand  Men 
in  Pay,  or  rather  broiled*  but  as  they  were  feldom  called  to 
Service,  fome  have  fufpeded  that  inftead  of  cofting  him  any 
thing,  his  Troops  might  probably  contribute  to  the  Increafe  of 
bis  Revenue.  In  the  Situation  that  Things  are  now,  there  is 
i  (mail  regular  Force,  and  but  a  very  fmall  one,  maintained  by 
the  Grand  Duke,  but  the  Militia  either  are,  or .  might  be,  put 
apon  the  fame  Foot  as  in  former  Times.  The  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Mtdicis  had  likewife  a  confiderable  Maritime  Force, 
)y  which  is  meant  a  confiderable  Force  in  re(pe<&  to  their 
Neighbours,  which  tho*  in  itfelf  no  great  Matter,  yet  the  Grand 
Duke's  Squadron  of  G allies,  in  Conjunction  with  thofe  of 
Naples,  and  the  Pope,  fcept  the  Sea  clear  of  Privateers,  and  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Coaft  without  Apprehenfion  of  being  infult- 
ed  by  the  Corfairs  of  Barbery.  In  a  word,  the  Grand  Dukes 
of  Tufcany,  through  their  Wealth  and  their  Power,  under  the 
Dire&on  of  a  right  Plan  of  Policy,  maintained  a  high  Reputa- 
tion, and  were  efteemed  and  treated  by  their  Neighbours  as 
the  greateft  Princes  in  Italy ;  as  in  return,  they  were  never 
wanting  either  in  good  Offices,  or  in  any  other  Affiftance  to- 
wards fuch  of  their  Neighbours  as  were  opprefled,  or  feemed  to 
be  in  danger  of  Oppreffion,  This  therefore,  «as  far  it  is 
pra&icabkt  ought  to  be  the  Policy  of  modern  Times. 

Before  the  Treaty  of  Atx  la  Chapelle,  the  Communication 
between  Tufcany  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlria 
in  Itafy9  was  open  and  cafy ;  but  as  things  now  Hand,  it  is 

Juite  otherwife ;  for  all  the  Dominions  of  the  Infant  Duke  of 
}arma9  as  well  as  Part  of  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  Moasna,  lie 
between  the  Grand  Duchy  and  that  of  Milan ;  and  the  Duchy 
of  Modem,  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Church,  interpofe  them- 
felves  between  Tufcany  and  the  Duchy  of  Mantua.  This  will 
explain  to  the  Reader  the  true  Reafon  of  the  Pains  that  is 
kken  to  make  a  large  and  convenient  Road  from  the  Frontiers 
of  Tufcany  to  Bologna,  which  would  indeed  facilitate  a  Com- 
munication with  Mantua,  but  then  it  muft  be  through  the 
Dominions  of  other  Princes.  This  is  a  great  and  vifible  In- 
convenience, and  fo  much  the  more  mortifying,  as  there  ieems 
to  be  no  Poffibility  of  finding  a  Remedy,  becaufe  it  is  not  any 
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Parcel  or  Corner  of  a  Country  that  interpofes,  but  the  whole 
Length  of  one,  and  the  whole  Breadth  x>f  the  other,  which  in 
time  of  War  at  leaft,  will  render  all  Correfpondence  precari- 
ous, if  not  impracticable,  and  without  doubt  is  a  Master  which 
deferves  Confideration. 

But  however  troublefbme  and  inconvenient  this  Change  may 
be  for  the  prefenr,  yet  afluredly  neither  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
fufeany,  nor  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Au/lria,  are  in 
any  imminent  Danger  from  it,  or  the  Ballance  of  Italy  much 
affe&ed  thereby.  The  Grand  Duchy,  as  we  have  already 
fbewn,  belongs  to  the  Emperor  by  fuch  a  peculiar  Right,  that 
While  there  is  any  Faith,  any  Honour,  or  any  Shame  in 
Princes,  it  can  never  be  attacked.  On  the  otner  hand,  as 
his  Imperial  Majefty  fucceeds  the  Houfe  of  Medkh  in  all  their 
Prerogatives,  and  is  from  the  very  Nature  of  his  Tenure  obliged 
to  purfue  their  Maxims  of  Government,  that  is  to  fay,  avoiaV 
ing  as  much  as  may  be,  all  Difputes  with  his  Neighbour*, 
we  may  well  expedb  that  the  interior  Strength  of  his  Dominion* 
may  prove  a  fufficient  Security  to  him,  as  it  did  to  them. 
We  may  add  to  this,  that  the  Sea  mult  remain  always  open, 
arid  confidering  the  Intereft  that  the  Maritime  Powers  have 
in  the  Poft  of  Leghorn,  as  well  as  the  Guarantee  they  have 
granted  to  the  Grind  Duchy,  there  is  no  room  to  fear  that 
they  would  be  remifs  in  fending  a  fpeedy  and  fufficient  Naval 
Force  to  his  Afliftance. 

As  to  the  Aujlrian  Dominions,  their  Safety  cannot  be  en- 
dangered through  the  Want  of  a  direct  Communication  with 
Tufcany,  becaufe  Experience  has  Ihewn  us  in  the  laft  War,  that 
they  may  be  very  well  defended,  tho'  the  Grand  Duchy  main- 
tained a  ftriS  Neutrality.  Befides,  if  contrary  to  all  Appear- 
ances, Tufcany  mould  be  attacked  on  both  Sides,  that  is,  by  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  the  Infant  Duke  of  Parm>  or 
any  of  their  Succeflbrs,  a  powerful  Diverfion  might  be  made 
from  the  Aujlrian  Dominions,  and  a  new  Communication 
quickly  opened.  As  to  the  Ballance  in  Italy,  there  is  not  the 
leaft  Colour  to  fufpecT:  that  it  (hould  fuffer  at  all  by  this  Means, 
for  the  Safety  of  that  ever  did,  and  ever  will  depend  upon  the 
feveral  Governments  that  fubfift  there  attending  to  their  re- 
fpeflive  and  feveral  Interefts,  without  incroaching  upon  or 
difturbing  their  Neighbours  \  fo  that  whatever  contributes  to 
this,  may  be  very  reafonably  confidered  as  advantageous  0 
that  likewife.  But  tho*  this  is  a  great  deal  to  this  Point,  yet  it 
it  not  all*  • 
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-  For  we  muft  confider  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  the  Efla- 
blilhment  of  the  Royal  Infant,  and  the  Duchy  of  Modena^  lie 
between  the  Aujlrian  Dominions  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tufcany^  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Tufcany  at  the  fame  time  lies 
alio  not  only  between  them  and  the  J  wo  Sicilies,  but  alio  be- 
tween them  and  the  Sea,  which  is  a  Point  of  very  great  Con- 
fequence,  I  mean  to  the  Tranquillity  in  Italy\  and  to  the  Bai- 
lance  of  Power  there ;  becaafe  k  puts  both  the  Houfes  of  Auftria 
and  Bourbon  under  equal  Difficulties,  in  cafe  of  their  forming 
any  Projects  to  the  Prejudice  of  each  other,  or  of  any  of  the 
reit  of  their  Neighbours,  which  in  whatever  Light  they  may 
regard  it,  cannot  certainly  be  difpleafing  to  other  Powers,  who 
have  no  other  Intereft  or  View,  with  refpefi  to  this  Part  of  the 
World,  than  to  fee  it  remain  quiet,  and  the  feveral  Princes 
therein  employed  in  promoting  the  Welfare  of  their  refpe&ive 
Subjects,  wtich  if  they  would  do,  they  might  be  all  rich  and 
happy,  and  free  from  the  Fear  of  feeing  ultramontane  Armies 
in  its  Bowels. 

It  is  plain  from  wha£  has  been  (aid,  that  there  is  very  little 
Probability,  and  no  fort  of  Neceffity,  of  fuch  a  Change,  as  has 
been  long  rumoured  of  this  Grand  Duchy,  for  the  new  "Efta- 
bliflunent  of  the  Infent  Duke,  with  a  Sum  of  Money  equiva- 
lent to  the  .Difference  of  the  Revenues  produced  by  the  two 
Countries.  Such  an  Exchange  it  is  true  would  rerrtove  theOb- 
ftacle  beforementioned,  would  reftore  the  Connection  between 
the  Aujlrian  Dominions  and  thofe  of  his  Imperial  Majefly, 
and  make  the  Royal  Infant  Sovereign  of  Territories,  that  con- 
fine not  indeed  upen  his  Brother's  Dominions,  but  upon  thofe 
•f  the  Church,  through  which  his  Armies  might  always 
command  a  PaiTage,  It  may  however  be  doubted,  whether 
this  Plan  would  be  acceptable  to  the  other  Princes  in  Italy*  as 
well  as  whether  it  would  be  really  productive  of  any  extraor- 
dinary Advantage  to  the  Parties  interefted  therein,  for  the  Rea- 
fons  that  have  been  already  given.  The  Point  however  feemed 
tvorth  explaining,  becaufe  notwithstanding  the  Noife  this  Pro- 
ject made,  there  were  but  very  few  at  this  Diftance  who 
feemed  to  have  *  true  Notion  of  the  Motives  upon  which  it 
was  founded. 

To  conclude,  the  plain1  Intereft  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  in 
quality  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tufceny^  is  to  maintain  the  ancient 
torm,  and  to  purfue  the  old  Maxims  of  Government  in  that 
Country,  to  take  every  Meafure  requifite  for  preferving,  en- 
couraging, and  extending  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjects,  and 
cultivating  with  all  poffiWe  Care  a  fineere  Friendship  with  the 
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neighbouring  Powers.  Such  Meafures  cannot  fail  of  jJfriciiriftg 
the  defired  Effe&s  j  that  is,  cannot  fafi  of  making  the  Grand 
Duchy  rich  and  flouriihtng,  which  is  the  only  Means  to  fecure 
its  Sovereign  a  great  Revenue,  while  his  Subje&s  enjoy  the 
greateft  of  temporal  Bleffings,  Plenty  and  Peace. 

SECT.    IVf 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Family \  Dominions,  and  po- 
litical Inter  efts,  of  bis  Serene  Higbnefs  the  Duke 
b/Modcna. 

rjTS  H  E  Houfe  of  Efle  is  not  only  allowed  by  the  beft  Hifto- 
JL  rians  to  be  without  Controversy  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
and  illuftrious  in  Italy,  but  alfo  in  Europe.  This  Family  de- 
rives its  Defcent  from  Axon,  Lord  of  Efle,  which  is  a  fmall  but 
pleafant  Town  in  Lotnbardy,  not  far  from  Padua,  who  flouri(h- 
ed  in  the  tenth  Century.  His  Dependents  became  very  conii- 
derable  Princes,  and  fo  continued  down  to  Alpbonfo  I.  who  was 
Duke  of  Ferrara^  Modena.  and  Reggio.  This  Prince  had  three 
Wives,  the  firft  Anne  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Milan,  by 
whom  he  had  no  Iffue :  The  feconf),  Lucretia,  natural 
Daughter  to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  whom  he  had  Iffue  three 
Sons  -,  Hercules,  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  Dominions ;  Hjpo- 
lito,  Cardinal  of  Efle,  the  greateft  Prelate  of  his  Age ;  for  be 
was  Archbifhop  of  Milan,  Auch,  Aries,  and  Lyons,  Bifhop  of 
Autun,  Abbot  of  Flavigni,  &c.  and  Francis  Marquis  de  la 
Maffa :  His  third  Wife  was  Laura  Euflochia,  the  Daughter  of 
a  Citizen  of  Modem,  by  whom  he  had  Alpbonfo  de  Efle,  Mar- 
quis de  Montecbio* 

Hercules  II.  fucceeded  his  Father,  and  married  the  Daughter 
of  the  French  King,  Lewis  XII.  by*  whom  he  had  A/pbonfh 
and  Lewis,  (tiled  Cardinal  of  Ferrara.  Alpbonfo  11.  fucceeded 
his  Father,  and  having  no  Iilue,  called  to  the  Succeffion  of  his 
Dominions,  Cafar  de  Efte,  Son  to  Alpbonfo  de  Efle,  Marquis 
Of  Montecbio,  and  died  in  the  Year  1597.  P°P*  Clement  VIII- 
lefolved  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  of  uniting  the  Duchy 
of  Ferrara  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Church;  and  accordingly 
under  Pretence  that  Alpbonfo  de  EJle  was  illegitimate,  he 
marched  in  Perfon  with  an  Army  into  the  Territory  of  fer- 
rara, and  by  Force  of  Arms  drove  out  the  new  Duke/  This 
TJwniiftion  muft  be  entirely  attributed  to  Ambition,  fupport- 
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cd  by  Violence,  fince  the  Pope  had  no  Colour  of  Right  f  For, 
firft,  Alphonjh  do  Efte  was  no  Baftard,  his  Mother,  tho'  much 
inferior  in  Degree,  being  lawfully  married  to  the  Duke  his 
Father :  In  the  next  Place,  he  was  exprefly  legitimated  by  the 
Ivrnperor,  to  remove  all  Obje&ions  :  And,  thirdly,  if  he  had  been 
a  Baftard,  he  might  have  iucceeded  in  that  Duchy  by.  aCuftom 
fanftified,  if  not,  introduced,  by  Authority  of  the  Holy  See,  It 
is  therefore  not  without  Reafon,  that  the  Dukes  of  Modena  al- 
ways  infift  on  their  Right  to  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara. 

CafardeEfte,  however,  tho'  he  loft  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara, 
received  the  lnveftiture  of  Modena  and  Reggie  from  the  Emperor 
Rodolph  II.  He  married  Virginia,  Daughter  to  Cofmo  I.  Grand 
Duke  of  Florence ;  and  having  reigned  thirty  Years,  deceafed  in 
1628. .» He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Alphonfo  III.  who  had 
married  in  his  Father's  Life-time  the  Princefs  lfabclla,  Daughter 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  whom  he  had  fo  tender  an  Affection* 
that  upon  her  Death  he  renounced'the  World  and  became  a  Ca-  • 
puchin,  leaving  the  Government  of  his  Dominions  to  his.  Son 
Francis,  who  became  Duke  of  Modena  in  1629.  This  Prince 
was  thrice  married  j  firft  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parma* 
by  whom  he  had  his  Succeflor  Alphonfo,  and  feveral  Princefles  ; 
fecondly,  to  her  Sifter,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  Daughter,  who 
died  an  Infant ;  and  laftly,  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Prince  of 
Paleftrina,  by  whom  he  had  a  Son  Rinaldo,  honoured  with  a 
Cardinal's  Cap  from  Rome  in  1686. 

Jlpbonfo,  by  fome  reckoned  the  fecond,  by  others  the  fourth* 
fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Year  1 658.  He  married  Laura  Mar* 
tirtozziy  Niece  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  by  whom  he  had  a  Daughter 
Mary  Beatrix  Eleanora,  who  efpoufed  James  the  fecond,  King  of 
Great-Britain;  and  Francis,  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  Domini* 
ons  while  a  Child  in  his  Cradle  in  1662.  This  Duke  married  in 
1692  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  and  dying  without 
Ifiue  in  1694*  his  Uncle  the  Cardinal  of  Efte  laid  afide  his  Pur- 
ple, and  affumed  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Modena  and  Reggio. 

Rinaldo  de  Efte  attached  himfelf  from  the  Beginning  of  his 
Reign  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  remained  firm  to  thofe  En- 
gagements fo  long  as  he  lived.  He  efpoufed  in  1695  Chorion* 
Felicia,  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Hanover  and  Sifter  to  the  Em- 
prefe,  Which  very  probably  fortified  his  Zeal  to  the  Imperial  Fa- 
mily, which  difcovered  itfelf  at  a  time  when  it  was  far  from 
turning  to  his  Advantage,  that  is,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
War  occafioned  by  the  difputed  Succeffion  to  the  Throne  of 
Spain  \  which'  induced  Lewis  XIV.  towards  theClofeof  the 
Year  1763  to  difpoflefs  him  of  all  his  Dominions,  and  to  unite 
them  to  the  Crown  of  France.    The  Duke  of  Modem  had  fome 
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time  before  retired  to  Bologna*  and  went  from  thence  to  Rm* 
in  order  to  fo  follicit  the  Pope's  Interpofition  with  the  Eldeft  Son 
of  the  Church  in  favour  of  a  Prince,  whofe  Crime  was  of  no 
deeper  Dye  than  acknowledging  the  Archduke  Charles  for  King 
of  Spain ;  but  except  fpeciqus  and  delufive  Promifes,  his  Serene 
Highnefs  reaped  nothing  from  this  Journey. 

The  mod  Chriftian  King  however  perceiving,  that  tho'  the 
Duke  of  Modem  could  not  defend  his  Dominions,  yet  the  Man- 
ner in  which  he  had  treated  him/  was  univerfally  ottenfive  to  the 
Italian  Princes,  and  did  him  much  more  Hurt  than  the  Pofleffion 
of  Medina  and  its  Dependencies  could  do  him  Good,  thought 
proper  to  renounce  all  Title  to  his  new  Conqueft,  declaring  it  to 
belong  to  his  Grandfon  the  King  of  Spain,  and  uniting  it  to  the 
Duchy  of  Milan.     In   this    Situation  it  continued  ull  Prince 
Eugene  with  the  Imperial  Army  entered  Italy  in  1706,  when  in 
the  NigKt  between  the  19th  and  20th  of  November  the  City  of 
Modena  was  taken  by  Storm,  or  rather  by  Surprize,  and  thegreai- 
cft  part  of  the  French  Garrifon  cut  to  pieces.     The  fmall  Remains 
of  that  Garrifon  retired  into  the  Citadel,  which  they  not  only 
threatened  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  Extremity,  but  even  pretended 
to  bombard  the  Town  and  reduce  it  to  Allies,  which  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prince  Eugene  prevented  by  acquainting  the  Governor, 
that  if  he   proceeded  in  his  brutal  Defign,  he  would  infallibly 
caufe  him  and  every  Man  under  his  Command  to  be  hanged 
upon  the  Walls.     This  gave  a  new  Turn  to  Things  ;  for  Mon- 
fieur  de  Bar,  the  French  Governor,  being  informed  that  the 
Duke  of  Modena  was  returned  from  Bologna  to  his  Capital,  fent 
him  a  very  polite  Meflage,  importing,  that  he  defired  to  have  the 
Honour  of  delivering  up  the  Citadel  into  his  Hands,  as  to  its 
lawful  Maftcr;  which  Propolition  was   immediately  accepted, 
fcnd  the  Duke  entered  again  into  the  Pofleffion  of  his  Countries, 
which  had  been  miierably  harrafled  and  exhaufted  by  his  Ene- 
mies, who  treated   his  Subjedts  with  inexcufable  Severity  out  or* 
Hatred  to  their  Sovereign. 

His  Serene  Highnefs,  in  1738,  had  fome  Hopes  given  him, 
that  Sifter  fuftering  (o  much  by  the  War  he  might  at  length  be  a 
Gainer  by  it,  iincc  his  Brother-in-law  the  Emperor  falling  out 
with  the  Pope  feized  the  County  and  Caftle  of  Comachioy  to 
which  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  the  fame  Right  as  to  the  Ferra- 
.  refe,  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  he  would  have  reftorcd 
both  Duchy  and  County,  as  he  might  very  eafily  have  done,  to 
its  lawful  Owner.  But  his  Imperial  Majefty  having  carried  his 
Point  with  the  Pope  by  a  Treaty  figned  January  15,  1709,  left 
the  Decifton  of  the  Duke's  Claim  to  a  Congregation  of  Cardi- 
nals, who  to  be  fure  were  moft  equal  Jgdges  between  the  Pope 
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and  any  Printe  whatever;  but  in  the  meantime  the  Emperor 
kept  Comacbio  in  his  own  Hands  by  way  of  Sequeftration,  In  this 
Situation  Things  remained,  very  little  to  the  Satisfa&ion  either 
of  the  Pope  or  of  the  Duke,  till  by  a  Treaty  between  Benedict 
XIII.  and  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  dated  at  Rome  November  24, 
1724,  Comacbio  was  reftored  to  his  Holineis,  but  with  an  exprefs 
Refervation  of  the  Rights  of  the  Empire  and  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena  upon  that  Fief,  and  a  Provifo that % this  Reftitution  Ihould 
have  no' Operation  whatever  in  favour  of  the  Pope's  Title. 
^  But  if  his  Serene  Highnefs  of  Modena  failed  in  his  reafonable 
Expc&ation  of  being  once  more  put  into  Poffeffion  of  the  Patri- 
mony of  his  Anceftors,  he  had  however  the  Satisfaction  of  re- 
ceiving a  noble  Equivalent  for  theLofles  he  had  fuftained  by  his 
Fidelity  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  For  the  French  King  having 
given  the  Example  of  transferring  the  Dominions  of  one  Italian 
Prince  to  another,  his  Imperial  Majefty  made  no  Difficulty  of 
granting  to  the  then  hereditary  Prince,  and  now  reigning  Duke 
of  ModenQy  the  Inveftiture  of  the  Duchies  of  Mirandola  and 
Concordia^  their  Sovereign  of  the  Houfe  of  Pio  having  thought 
fit,  a  little  imprudently,  to  declare  himfelf  vary  early  in  favour  , 
of  the  two  Crowns,  which  by  thofe  valuable  Duchies  were  uni- 
ted to  the  Dominions  of  Modenay  and  have  continued  Part  of 
them  ever  fince. 

The  Tranquillity  of  Europe  being  in  fome  meafure  reftored  by 
the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Baden,  his  Serene  Highnefs  thought 
fit  to  provide  for  the  Succeffion  to  his  Dominion,  by  marrying 
the  Hereditary  Prince  in  the  Month  of  June  1720,  to  Charlotte 
Aglae  cC Orleans^  Daughter  to  the  Duke  Regent  of  France.  This 
Marriage  foon  after  it  was  celebrated,  became,  from  Caufes  the 
World  has  never  been  acquainted  with,  the  Source  of  fome 
Family  Difcontents,  upon  which  the  Hereditary  Prince  and 
Princefs  quitted  the  Court  of  Modenay  and  endeavoured  to  mi- 
tigate the  Senfe  of  this  Difafter  by  Travelling.  The  old  Duke 
in  the  mean  time  remained  firm  to  his  original  Syftem,  and  in 
the  War  which  broke  out  upon  the  Death  of  the  King  of  Po- 
land, adhered  fteadily  to  the  Interefls  of  the  Houfe  of  Juflria, 
which  coft  him  as  much  Trouble  and  ill  Ufage  in  the  very  De- 
cline of  Life,  as  he  had  experienced  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age. 
He  had  however  the  Satisfaction  of  furviving  his  Misfortunes, 
and  of  returning  from  Bologna  (which  he  had  again  chofen  for 
his  Retreat)  to  his  Capital  of  Modern.  His  Imperial  Majefty 
Charles  VI.  in  gratitude  to  the  Virtues  of  this  great  and  good 
Prince,  made  him  a  Prefent  of  a  moft*  noble  Lordlhip  in  Hun- 
g?ry,  and  entailed  it  upon  his  Family.  After  paffing  through 
iuch  a  Variety  of  Fortunes  without  the  leaft  Dimunution  of 
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Character,  this  venerable  Duke  departed  the  World  in  Pedce  in 
his  own  Palace  Oftober  26,  1 7  37,  aged  eighty-three. 

Francis  Maria  de  Efte  fucceeded  his  Father  in  his  Dominion*! 
but  having  married  a  Princefs  of  the  Blood  of  France,  by  whom 
he  has  a  numerous  Iflue,  he  entered  into  Engagements  with  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  Spain,  tho'  with  great  Secrecy,  before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  War,  raifed  Forces,  and  fortified  all 
the  ftrong  Places  in  his  Dominions.  His  Sardinian  Majefty, 
however,  taking  Advantage  of  the  Difficulties  the  Duke  of 
Montemar  who  commanded  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  Naples  was 
under,  entered  the  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  with  a 
fuperior  Force,  and  upon  his  withdrawing  to  the  Spanifh  Army, 
feized  and  reduced  them,  having  firft  difarmed  his  Forces.  After 
this,  all  the  Territories  of  this  prince  in  Italy  were  adminifter'd 
by  the  Authority  and  for  the  joint  Benefit  6f  the  Emprefs  Queen 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  The  former  likewife  confiscated  and 
difpofed  of  his  Eftates  in  Hungary,  to  which  however,  as  well 
as  to  all  his  Dominions  in  Italy,  his  Serene  Highnefs  was  re- 
ftored  by  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  is  in  full  Pofleffion 
of  them  at  this  time.  He  has  already  began  to  reftore  things 
to  their  former  State,  by  dire&ing  the  ftrong  Citadel  of  Mran- 
dola  to  be  repaired  and  fortified,  and  that  he  may  appear  no  lefs 
careful  of  his  Subjects  Interefts  than  of  his  own  Security,  has 
aboli(hed  various  Duties  and  Impofitions  that  Were  injurious  to 
Commerce,  and  is  meditating  other  falutary  Refolutions,  amongft 
which  it  is  faid  a  cordial  Reconciliation  with  the  Court  of  Fuma 
is  one  of  the  chief.  This  is  fo  much  the'  more  probable,  as 
there  is  no  Prince  in  Italy  to  whom  the  Friendship  of  the  Em- 
peror and  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  of  fo  great  Confequence  as  to 
the  Duke  of  Modena.  The  Truth  of  this  will  manifeftly  ap- 
pear from  the  following  Dcfcription  of  his  Territories. 

The  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Mtdcna 
are  compofed,  as  the  Reader  has  already  feen,  of  various  Terri- 
tories acquired  at  different  Times,  and  held  by  different  Titles* 
If  we  compare  the  prefent  State  of  the  Houfe  of  Efte  with  its 
original  Condition,  it  will  feem  to  be  greatly  improved ;  but  if 
we  reflect  upon  the  Condition,  of  this  Family  when  the  Duchy 
of  Ferrara,  and  the  County  of  Comachia,  as  well  as  the  Duchies 
of  Modena  and  Reggio,  were  in  its  Pofleffion,  we  (hall  find  it  far 
fliort  now  of  what  it  was.  However  the  prefent  Duke  of  Modena 
h  a  much  more  confiderable  Prince  than  his  Grandfather,  whe- 
ther we  confider  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions,  or  the  Amount 
of  his  Revenues  j  neither  is  it  at  all  impoffible,  in  cafe  of  any 
future  Alteration  in  the  Diftribution  of  Power  in  Italy,  this  Prince 
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or  his  Succeflbrs  may  be  Gainers,  as  well  as  his  Predecefibt8 
were  in  Times  paft.  % 

The  Duchy  of  Modem,  properly  fo  called,  comprehends  one 
of  the  faireft  and  moft  fruitful  Countries  in  Italy,  abounding 
with  Corn,  Wine,  Oil  and  Fruits,  very  populous,  and  inha- 
bited by  an  ingenious  and  induftrious  People.  The  fmall 
County  of  Frignano  bordering  on  the  Bolognefe,  is  annexed  to 
it  on  one  Side,  and  Part  of  the  Country  of  Carfagnano  on  the 
other,  the  reft  belonging  to  the  Republick  of  Lucca.  It  is  very 
mountainous,  but  far  from  being  defpicable  for  all  that,  fince 
in  thefe  Mountains  there  are  Mines  of  great  Value?  and  the  In- 
habitants are  a  Race  of  People  robuft,  hardy,  and  brave,  as  any 
in  Italy.  The  Duchy  of  Reggio  lies  Weft  from  that  of  Modem* 
and  is  by  fome  accounted  the  more  confiderable  Duchy  of  the 
two,  and  indeed  fo  it  is,  if  we  confider  its  Dependencies,  fuch 
as  the  Principalities  of  Correglo  and  Carpi,  the  former  heretofore 
poffefled  by  the  Princes  of  the  fame  Name,  and  the  latter  be- 
longing to  the  Family  of  Pio.  In  the  North- weft  Corner  of  thU 
Duchy,  ftands  Bercello  upon  the  Po,  formerlv  a  Place  of  great 
Strength,  yielded  by  the  late  Duke  of  Modem  in  1701  to  the 
Jmperialifts,  to  facilitate  their  military  Operations  in  Italy,  and 
for  that  Reafon,  befieged,  taken,  and  entirely  demolifhed  by 
the  French  in  1705,  nor  has  it  been  ever  fince  reftored  to  its 
ancient  Condition. 

The  Duchy  of  Mirandola,  including  that  of  Concordia,  is 
about  twenty  Miles  in  Length,  and  five  in  Breadth ;  it  is  a  very 
beautiful  and  a  very  plentiful  Territory,  full  of  Villages,  and  the 
Country  round  about  them  thoroughly  cultivated.  Mirandola 
is  ftrong  by  Situation,  and  has  been  formerly  well  fortified.  The 
City  of  Concordia  ftands  on  the  Seccbia,  at  the  Diftance  of  fix 
Miles  from  Mirandola,  between  which  Cities  there  is  a  fine 
Canal  called  the  Na-uilio,  which  facilitates  the  Commerce  of 
both.  Thefe  Duchies  were  very  great  Acquifitions  to  the  Fa- 
mily of  EJle,  fince  their  Revenues  are  moderately  computed  at 
one  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year.  Having  fpoken  of  thefe 
Countries  feparately,  we  will  confider  them  nejet  as  they  lie  to- 
gether, and  make  the  Patrimony  of  this  Prince,  now  fettled  and 
confirmed,  as  well  as  guaranteed,  by  the  greateft  European 
Powers. 

The  whole  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Modem  have  the  Duchies 
of  Mantua  and  Guaftalla  on  the  North ;  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tufcany  on  the  South,  together  with  the  Territories  of  the  Re- 
publick of  Lucca  \  the  Bohgnefe  and  the  Duchy  of  Fervor  a  on 
the  £aft  5  and  the  Duchy  o\  Parma  on  the  Welt..    The  Extent     N 
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of  thcfc  Countries  from  South  to  North,  is  about  fifty-fix  EngKJh 
Miles,  and  they  are  a|x>ut  fifty  Miles  in  Breadth  from  Weft  to 
Eaft.  The  Duke  of  Afodena,  in  time  of  Peace,  enjoys  a  Re- 
venue of  about  one  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  at  leaft, 
with  which  he  maintains  a  very  fplendid  Court,  and  when  his 
Cjrcumftances  render  it  requifite,  can  keep  up  a  Body  of  eight 
thoufand  regular  Troops.  The  greateft  Inconveniency  in  the 
Situation  of  his  Country  is,  that  it  has  no  Communication  with 
the  Sea>  which  might  be  eafily  removed,  if  he  could  recover 
feither  by  Treaty  or  Force  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara9  which  lies 
upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Weftern  Part  of  the  Duchy  of 
Reggio,  intervenes  intirely   between  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and 
that  of  Guajlalla^  fo  that  they  can  have  no  Communication  but 
by  the  River  Po ;  as  this  is  very  inconvenient  for  the  Infant 
Duke,  it  has  been  furmifed  that  he  would  reftore  to  the  Emprcfs 
Queen  a  Part  of  the  Duchy  of  Guaftallay  in  order  to  engage  her 
to  grant  the  Duke  of  Modena  an  Equivalent  for  this  Part  of  his 
Country ;  and  if  this  Negotiation  is  ever  brought  to  bear,  that 
Equivalent  will  be  eafily  found,  fince  the  Country  of  Novel- 
tara9  which  is  likewife  a  Part  of  the  Mantuany  lies  in  the  midft 
of  the  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Modena^  and   would  be  very 
convenient  for  him.     On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a 
Rumour  as  if  his  Serene  Highnefs  was  defirous  of  exchanging 
For  it  the  Countries  that  he  holds  in  Hungary^  which  to  him  i 
no  doubt  would  be  very  acceptable,  but  will  hardly  appear  in  j 
the  fame  Light  to  the  Houfe  of  Au/iria.     Upon  the  whole,  it  | 
Is  plainly  the  Intereft  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  (if  he  propofes  to  I 
continue  an  Italian  Prince)  to  refurne  his  Father's  Syftem,  and 
to  attach  himfelf  clofely  to  that  Family,   which  will  be  al- 
ways able  to  protect  him,  and  from  which  alone  he  can  expect 
any  Affiftance,  with  reference  to  the  old  Claims  of  his  Famityf 
which  if  they  could  be  brought  to  bear,  would  after  his  Condi- 
tion very  much. 

Since  our  former  Edition,  the  Profpect  with  refpeS  to  this 
ducal  Houfe  is  much  altered  by  the  Death  "of  the  Cadet  Prince 
of  EJle.  The  prefent  Duke  is  old,  and  the  Duchefs  alfo,  who 
Ire  fides  in  France.  The  Hereditary  Prince,  upon  whom  the 
Continuance  of  this  illuftrions  Family  depends,  is  not  on  the 
beft  Terms  with  ihc  Princefs  of  Majfa-Carraray  by  whom  ss 
yet  he  has  only  a  Daughter.  So  that  confidering  the  Nature  of 
riefs  in  Italy )  the  Fate  of  fo  confiderable  a  Succcflion  may  ex- 
fcitc  much  political  Confufion. 
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SECT.     V, 

The  Power  of  the  Pope  confidered  as  the  Head  of  all 
Chrijlians  who  hold  Communion  with  Rome ;  bis 
Xjrandeur  as  a  Temporal  Prince  -,  the  Maxims  of 
his  Government ;  the  general  Interejl  of  the  See 
cf  Rome  with  regard  to  the  Princes  and  States 
of  Chriftendom,  and  particular  Inter  efts,  in*  re- 
ference to  the  Princes  and  States  in  Italy  $  in- 
cluding  aljo  an  Account  of  all  the  Temporal 
Dominions  of  the  Pope,  their  Situation,  Extent, 
Revenues,  &c. 

rf*\  H  E  Defign  of  this  Work  makes  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
JL  examine  the  Nature  of  the  Papal  Power,  for  many  Rea- 
fonsr,  but  more  efpecially  as  it  has  a  very  great  Influence  on  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  general,  as  well  as  a  very  particular  Re- 
lation to  that  of  Italy.  It  would  indeed  require  much  more 
Room  than  we  have  to  fpare,  and  lead  us  at  the  fame  time 
befide  our  Purpofe,  to  treat  this  Matter  in  its  full  Extent,  and 
to  enter  into  an  exprefs  Dedu&ion  of  the  Means  by  which  the 
Spiritual  Authority  of  the  Popes  was  gradually  railed  to  fuch  a 
Height,  as  that  with  which  it  was  exercifed  in  the  Times  im- 
mediately preceding  the  Reformation ;  neither  is  it  at  all  necef- 
fary  that  we  (hould  enter  into  any  exprefs  Detail  of  the  Means 
by  which  the  Popes  have  acquired  the  feveral  Parts  of  their 
Temporal  Dominions.  What  we  chiefly  aim  at,  may  be  ac- 
complished by  a  fuccinir.  View  of  the  Nature,  Prerogatives, 
and  Influence  of  this  Spiritual  Monarchy,  fo  far  as  it  refpeds 
the  Chriftian  Powers,  and  a  fhort  Description  of  thofe  Ter-  * 
ritories,  from  the  PoffeiHon  of  which  the  Pope  is  confider- 
ed as  a  Temporal  Prince,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  confider- 
able  Potentates  in  Italy,  which  will  be  found  highly  ufeful 
towards  obtaining  a  thorough  Comprehension  of  the  fnterefts 
of  Europe. 

If  we  confider  that  the  Popes  rife  to  that  Dignity  from  very 
inferior  Stations,  were  heretofore  frequently,  and  are  ftiil  fome- 
times  of  mean  Families,  without  any  Support  from  Kindred 
or  Relations,  deriving  a  great  Part  of  their  Revenues  from  the 
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Subjeds  of  other  Princes,  and  this  in  virtue  of  their  claiming 
a  Share  in  their  Allegiance,  exercifing  an  Authority  grounded 
only  in  Opinion,  and  frequently  afluming  a  Superiority  ova 
thofe  to  whom  they  have  not  only  been  themfelves  in  Obe- 
dience, but  have  alfo  rendered  them  domeftick  Offices  in  the 
Nature  of  Servants:  When,  I  fay,  we  confider  all  this,  with  a 
Multitude  of  other  Particulars,  thai  every  intelligent  Reader's 
Memory  will  furnifh,  we  cannot  help  wondering  that  this 
Ecclefiqftical  Empire  has  flood  fo  longi  grown  up  to  fo  great 
a  Height,  and  continues  yet  to  enjoy  a  green  old  Age,  that 
does  not  feem  to  betray  any  Symptoms  of  a  fpeedy  Diflblu- 
tion. 

But  upon  a  nearer  and  clofer  Infpedion,  we  fliall  find  that 
this  Spiritual  Monarchy,  like  fome  of  the  leaning  Towers  that 
have  made  fo  much  Noife  in  Italy \  tho*  it  feems  to  carry  evident 
Marks  of  Weaknefs,  is  in  fa&  a  Structure  xery  ftrong  in  itfelf, 
contrived  with  great  Skill,  as  well  as  erefied  with  much  Art. 
If  in  other  Monarchies  Princes  have  pretended  to  a  Divine 
Right,  the  Pope  goes  (till  farther,  and  claims  a  kind  of  Divine 
Power,  by  which  he  is  raifed  as  much  above  other  Princes, 
as  thofe  Princes  are  above  their  People.  This  Claim,  together 
with  the  Title  of  Holinefs,  having  the  Recommendation  of  a  long 
Prefcription,  cannot  but  excite  an  high  Veneration  in  the  Minds 
of  fuch  as  believe  it.  The  Papal  Cbara&er  being  given  with 
the  greateft  Ceremony  by  thofe  Who  are  prefumed  to  be  the  beft 
Judges  of  Religion  and  religious  Interests,  feems  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  Multitude  to  alter  the  very  Nature  of  him  who  is  adorned 
therewith,  and  to  transform  him  from  a  Man  of  like  Paffions 
with  themfelves,  into  a  Sacred  Per/on.  It  is  true,  *  that  in 
Protectant  Countries,  as  nothing  of  this  is  believed,  fo  it  is 
very  hard  to  be  understood.  Yet  the  Faft  is  bevondDif- 
pute,  and  whatever  wifer  Perfons  in  Popifh  Kingdoms  may 
conceive,  the  Bulk  of  the  People  have  the  higheft  Reverence 
for  the  Holy  Father. 

The  clofe  Connexion  between  the  Clergy  in  all  Popifh 
.Countries  and  the  Court  of  Rome,  joined  to  the  occafional  Be- 
nefits that  Monarchs  themfelves  may  receive  by  Bulls  from  the 
Holy  See,  makes  them  unwilling  to  interpofe,  or  break  off  that 
Commerce  which  their  Subje&s  have  with  Rome,  that  upon 
certain  Occafions  they  may  derive  Favours  from  thence,  which 
may  eafily  procure  what  otherwife  might  with  Difficulty  be 
forced  by  their  own  Authority.  The  Subje&ion  of  the  Clergy 
to  a  foreign  Head  makes  them  fometimes  more  tradable  to 
their'  natural  Sovereigns  than  they  otherwife  would  be,  £nce 
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the  Goodwill  and  Friendfhip  of  a  finglt  Perfon  is  more  eafily 
attained,  than  die  Direction  of  many*  and  befides  in  thofe 
Cafes  there  can  be  no  Appeal  to  the  People,  becaufe  in  all  fuch 
Difputes  they  think  an  implicit  Submiifion  the  Duty  of  the 
Clergy.  We  may  add  to  this  another  Reafon,  which  is,  that 
the  ropi/h  Princes  cherifh  the  Spiritual  Power  of  the  Pope*  as 
the  Means  of  preferving  Unity  in  Religion,  and  thereby  pre- 
venting religious  Difputes,  which  very  feldom  difturb  the 
Church,  without  difturbing  the  State  alfo.  Thus  it  appears  that, 
independent  of  Enthufiafm  and  Superftition,  political  Principles 
have  no  fmall  Share  in  promoting  that  Adherence  to  the  See  of 
Rome,  which  at  firft  Sight  feems  fo  irreconcileable  to  the  ab- 
folute  Authority  of  Sovereign  Princes,  and  which  notwithftand- 
ing  by  their  dextrous  Management  is  often  made  to  co-operate 
therewith. 

As  to  the  interior  Strength  of  the  Papal  Government,  we, 
need  only  refled  that  the  Advantages  of  Birth  are  well  fup- 
plied  by  the  great  Parts,  and  other  Qualifications  with  which 
a  Man  muft  be  neceflarily  endow'd,  who  is  promoted  to  this 
Dignity.  His  being  obliged  to  Celibacy  is  another  Point  of 
great  Confequence,  inafinuch  as  it  prevents  the  changing  this 
ele&ive  into  an  hereditary  Sovereignity,  which  would  be  eni- 
tirely  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  Maxims  of  this  Conftitu- 
tion.  We  may  add  to  this,  the  Precautions  taken  in  ele&ing 
commonly  a  Perfon  far  advanced  in  Years,  which  leaves  no 
room  for  attempting  to  alter  the  fettled  Principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment j  and  all  great  Politicians  allow,  that  it  is  the  facii- 
ficing  theie  to  the  Interefis  of  a  Family,  or  to  the  private  Ad- 
vantage of  the  reigning  Prince,  that  opens  a  way  to  the  Ruin 
even  of  the  beft  digefted  Syftems.  It  has  been  alfo  an  old  Rule 
in  the  Conclave,  never  to  eledt  two  Popes  of  the  fame  Fa* 
mily,  Fadion,  or  even  of  the  fame  Difpofition,  in  immediate 
Succeffion,  for  the  fame  Reafon.  It  would  indeed  be  erjdlefs 
to  enter  into  all  their  Refinements  upon  thefe  capital  Points, 
from  whence  the  Chara&er  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  in  refpe£t 
to  Policy,  has  always  flood  fo  high,  as  to  be  thought  the  beft 
School  for  breeding  Mimfters  in  all  the  Popifh  Monarchies, 
from  whence  alfo  it  draws  great  Advantages. 

We  muft  not  however  imagine  from  hence,  that  becaufe  the 
fundamental  Maxims  of  the  See  of  Rome  have  been  always  the 
fame,  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government  has  been  exa&ly 
uniform  j  fince  confidering  the  vaft  Variation  in  Mens  Tem- 
pers and  Habits'  in  different  Ages,  this  muft  appear  a  thing 
abfolutely  impoffible.     Neither  ought  we  to  imagine,  that  any 
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Confutation  could  be  fo  framed,  as  to  extingutfh  In  the  Minds 
of  Princes  all  natural  Affe&ion  for  their  Families.  But  on  the 
one  hand,  fuch  has  been  the  Skill  and  Capacity  of  thefe  Spi- 
ritual Monarchs,  that  from  time  to  time  they  have  made 
fuch  prudent  Alterations  in  their  exterior  Condud,  as  hath 
perfectly,  kept  up  that  Relation  between  the  Church  and  the  Csurt 
of  Rome,  upon  which  their  Authority  depends.  They  have 
likewife  on  the  other  reduced  their  Family  Tenderneffles  into 
a  kind  of  Syftem,  by  which  the  Nepotifm  of  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiffs has  been  in  many  Reigns  made  fubfervient  to  the  Intereft  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  the  Inclination  of  the  Popes, 
-  who  thought  they  could  never  truft  their  Aiairs  in  fo  fafe 
Hands  for  thepifelvcs,  as  with  thofe  who  mult  be  confeious, 
that  their  Wealth,  their  Influence,  and  their  Power,  muft 
in  a  great  meafure  determine  with  the  Life  of  him  from  whom 
they  were  received,  and  that  befides  they  muft  from  that  Mo- 
ment lie  open  to  the  ftri&eft  Inquiries  poffible  into  their  pail 
Conduct. 

One  may  with  great  Truth  and  Impartiality  venture  to 
aflert,  that  the  whole  Scheme  of  the  Romijh  Religion  is  admi- 
rably well  adjufted,  to  maintain  in  every  refpeS  the  Power  of 
the  fupreme  Head.  He  is  reputed  infallible,  that  his  Decifions 
may  have  the  greater  Weight;  the  Traditions  of  the  Church, 
•which  with  the  Members  of  it  pafs  for  the  Rule  of  Faith, 
are  fubjedt  to  his  Controul ;  all  religious  Do&rineS  are  liable 
to  his  Cenfure ;  the  Power  of  Abfolution,  even  in  the  higheft 
Cafes,  is  attributed  to  him  ;  he  difpenfes  the  Treafures  of  the 
Church,  I  mean  Spiritual  Treafures,  fuch  as  Pardons  and  Indi- 
gencies ;  he  grants  Difpenfations  of  all  Kinds ;  he  regulates  Fafls 
and  Feafts  at  his  Pleafure  :  In  a  word,  being  reputed  the  Sue- 
ceflbr  of  St.  Peter ,  and  the  vifible  Head  of  the  Chriftian  Church, 
he  has  Prerogatives  without  Bounds,  and  without  Number; 
fo  that  it  is  no  furprizing  thing  at  all,  that  fo  much  Power, 
dire&ed  by  fo  great  Policy,  fhould  be  able  to  perform  fuch  migh- 
ty Things,  and  to  preferve  itfelf  for  fo  many  Ages. 

But  our  Draught  would  be  extremely  imperfect  if  we  dii 
not  take  notice  of  the  feveral  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men  fub- 
jeft  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  the  Holy  See,  and  whkh  with- 
out any  great  Impropriety  in  the  Term,  may  be  ftiled  tic 
Spiritual  Forces  of  his  Holinefs.  In  the  firft  Clafs  of  theie 
iland  the  Cardinals^  who  are  acknowledged  Princes  of  tfr 
Church,  and  pretend  to  be  the  next  in  Dignity  to  Crowtud  Hm* 
They  were  originally  no  more  than  the  Parifh  Prieils  rt 
Romey  and  *heir  Number  fometirhes  greater,   fometimes  lefci 
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but  now  it  is  fixed  to  feventy-two,  in  Allufion  to  Chrift's 
Difciples.  Heretofore  a  Cardinal  was  content  to  be  ftiled  his 
Excellency i  but  now  they  aifiime  the  Title  of  Eminence,  which 
was  formerly  given  to  Princes,  and  thereupon  the  latter  took 
the  Title  of  Highnefs.  The  Cardinals  are  of  all  Nations,  that 
the  Influence  arifing  from  the  Hopes  of  this  Dignity  may  be  the 
more  extenfive  ;  the  Nomination  to  Hats  by  crowned  Heads  is 
anew  Stroke  of  Roman  Policy,  which  heightens  the  Dependence 
upon  the  Holy  See,  while  it  feems  to  leflen  the  Papal  Authority. 
The  Majority,  however,  are  always  Italians*  to  prevent  the 
Throne  from  being  filled  by  a  Stranger,  and  it  is  provided  that 
in  all  Elections  the  Perfon  chofen  fhall  have  the  Voices  of 
two  Thirds  of  thofe  who  enter  the  Conclave,  that  there  may 
never  be  a  ftrong  Faction  againft  the  Pope,  amongft  the  Car- 
dinals, which  might  be  attended  with  ill  Confequences.  All 
the  fubordinate  Dignities  in  the  Church,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  Nobility  in  the  rope^  fpiritual  Empire. 

But  in  all  others,  fo  in  this,  the  Strength  of  the  Monarchy 
confifts  in  the  Number  of  its  Subjects,  and  if  we  take  into  our 
View  the  fecular  and  regular  Clergy  in  the  Church  of  Rome,  the 
former  bound  by  the  moft  Sacred  Ties,  and  the  latter  not  by 
Vows  only,  but  by  their  Interefts,  to  the  Obedience  of  the 
Holy  See,  we  cannot  but  entertain  a  high  Idea  of  its  Power, 
fince  long  ago  it  was  the  Calculation  of  a  certain  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  that  in  Europe  he  had  three  hundred  thoufand  Parifbes, 
and  fifty  thoufand  Convents  fubje£r.  to  his  Jurjfdi&ion.  The 
conftant  Refort  of  all  thefe  to  Rome  upon  different  Occafions, 
muft  carry  thjther  annually  an  immenfe  Treafure,  and  tho9 
Prelates  fometimes  complain  of  the  Expence  attending  their 
Bulls,  yet  is  obferved,  that  fince  the  Reformation  gave  them 
Apprehenfions  of  feeing  Ecclefiaftica)  Eftates  fecularized,  they 
have  been  lefs  frequent  in  their  Remonftrances,  and  chofe  rather 
to  fit  down  under  thofe  kind  of  Burthens,  than  expofe  the  Value 
of  their  Preferments  to  all  the  World,  and  thereby  encourage 
that  Spirit  of  Envy  which  they  find  ftrong  enough  already, 
without  any  fuch  Inducement. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  difcern,  that  nothing  has  been  neglc&ed 
which  could  poflibly  contribute  to  render  the  Foundations  of 
this  Monarchy  firm  and  ftrong.  That  moft  important  Truft 
of  educating  Youth  is  entirely  in  their  Hands,  who  are  devoted 
to  the  Service  of  the  Holy  See.  The  Jefuits  are  particularly 
famous  for  their  Application  in  this  rcfpedr. ;  and  when  they  have 
received  the  firft  Tin&ure  of  Literature,  fuch  -as  are  lent  to 
compleat  their  Studies  at  the  Univerfnies  meet  with  the  fame 
3  Doctrine 
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Dodrine  and  Difcipline,  and  whatever  the  Science  be  to  which 
they  apply,  Veneration  for  the  Pope  is  a  thing  fo  frequently 
infilled  upon,  and  fo  ftrongly  impreffed,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poflible  they  ihould  ever  lofe  it  while  they  remain  conftant  to 
their  Religion.  The  Offices  of  the  Church,  by  which  I  mean 
Eccleliaftical  Benefices  of  all  forts,  are  fo  numejous,  and  afford 
fuch  ample  Maintenance  and  fuch  agreeable  Profpe&s  to  Men 
of  all  Ranks  and  Tempers,  in  conjunction  with  the  Canon  Law 
which  is  peculiar  to  this  Spiritual  Monarchy,  that  the  rooft  ef- 
fectual Provifton  is  made  for  a  conftant  oucceffion.  of  Perfons 
bound  to  fupport  that  Intereft,  which  is  the  Support  of  them- 
felves  and  all  their  Pretentions. 

As  thefe  are  bound  by  AiFeclion,  and  by  finding  their  own 
account,  to  a  conftant  Submiffion,  fo  the  proper  Methods  have 
been  t?ken  for  fubjecYing  the  Laicks  in  that  Church  alfo  to  fuch 
an  Obedience  as  they  cannot  well  break  through.  Amongft 
thefe  we  may  reckon  Auricular  Con feifion,  Maffes  for  the  Dead, 
the  Dire&ion  of  Female  Conferences,  the  Opportunities  they 
have  of  working  upon  Perfons  in  their  dying  Moments,  and 
many  more.  So  that  judging  according  to  thole  Rules,  of  Pro- 
bability, which  hold  in  other  Cafes,  there  is  no  great  Reafon  to 
cxpefl  that  the  Papal  Authority  will  .decline  much  more  than  it 
has  already  done ;  efpecially  if  fucceeding  Popes  imitate  the 
Moderation  of  their  immediate  Predeceffors,  and  endeavour  to 
maintain  themfelves  rather  by  Addrefc  than  by  the  Force  of 
Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  which  is  a  fort  of  Artillery  that  no 
longer  does  the  Execution  it  did  in  the  darker  Ages,  when  the 
little  Learning  there  was  remained  intirely  among  the  Priefts  and 
Monks. 

The  Reader  will  apprehend  this  more  clearly,  if  he  takes  a 
fhort  View  of  the  European  Powers  that  ftill  profefs  Obedience 
to  the  See  of  Rome.  In  Poland tht  Clergy  are  numerous,  and  well 
provided  for,  have  a  great  Share  of  Power  allotted  them  by  the 
Conftitution,  and  are  for  the  moft  part  compofed  of  the  younger 
Sons  of  the  Nobility.  In  Germany,  it  is  vifible  that  the  Popifb 
Religion  rather  prevails  than  declines,  and  the  Ecclefiaftical 
Electors  and  other  Prelates  are  fo  formidable  a  Body  in  the  Diet, 
as  not  to  be  apprehenfive  of  any  future  Secularizations.  It  is 
befides  the  Intereft  of  feveral  great  Houfes  to  fupport  the  Church 
as  it  now  cdnftituted,  on  the  fcore  of  the  Preferments  which 
are  in  a  manner  entailed  on  the  younger  Sons  of  their  Families, 
fo  as  not  only  to  afford  them  noble  Eftablifliments,  but  alfo  ren- 
der them  capable  of  fupporting  the  Head  of  their  Houfe,  inftead 
of  being  a  Burthen  upon  him,  as  would  be  the  Cafe  if  tbok 
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Dignities  were  fecularized.  The  hereditary  Countries  of  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  remain  ftriftly  attached  to  the  See  of  Rome. 
The  Gallican  Church  has  always  claimed  a  kind  of  Freedorri, 
which  having  been  improved  by  the  Struggles  that  have  been 
heretofore  made  againft  them,  the  modern  Popes  have  wifely 
had  recourfe  to  another  Method,  which  feems  to  have  had  a  bet- 
ter EffeS ;  and  while  the  Courts  of  Rome  and  Verfailles  agree, 
both  will  find  their  Account  in  the  reciprocal  Support  of  each 
other's  Power.  In  Spain  and  Portugal^  Papal  Authority  (lands 
upon  a  much  ftronger  Foundation,  as  appears  from  the  amazing 
Wealth  of  the  Clergy  in  the  .former,  and  the  Joy  with  which 
the  Sovereign  of  the  latter  accepted  very  lately  from  the  Pope 
the  Title  of  Mojt  Faithful.  \  In  Italy  the  Influehce  of  the  Pope 
extends  every  where ;  and  he  is  fo  able  to  make  either  his  Fa- 
vour or  Refentment  felt,  that  all  the  Princes  and  States  of  his 
Communion  find  it  their  Intereft  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with 
his  Holinefs,  and  as  none  underftand  their  own  Interefts  better, 
are  like  to  continue  in  the  feme  Inclinations  received  from  their 
Anceftors  in  that  refped. 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  thaf  one  of  the  Maxims  of  the 
See  of  Rome  has  been  attaching  itfelf  to  the  Superior  Intereft, 
and  always  courting  that  Power  moft  which  was  uppermoft; 
and  in  proof  of  this  much  has  and  may  be  faid :  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Holy 
Sec  confifts  in  fupporting  the  Ballance  of  Power,  becaufe 
its  Influence  depends  chiefly  upon  Equality  among  the  Princes 
of  that  Communion :  arid  if  any  of  thefe  fhould  gain  an  entire 
Afcendency,  the  See  of  Rome  could  not  fail  of  feeling  the  firft 
Effe£b  of  it.  This  is  not  only  evident  from  Speculation,  but 
from  Experience  likewife.  When  the  Spaniards  were  in  the 
Zenith  of  their  Power,  the  Pope  felt  the  Weight  of  it.  And 
in  much  later  Times,  when  Lewis  XIV.  thought  himfelf  in  a 
Condition  to  give  Law  to  Europe,  his  profeffing  himfelf  the 
Eldeft  Son  the  Church  did  not  reftrain  him  from  treating  the 
Holy  Father  very  undutifully ;  upon  which  the  wifeft  Proteftant 
Politicians  did  not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  at  giving  the  Article  for 
making  his  Holinefs  Satisfaction  a  place  in  the  Grand  Alliance. 
The  Truth  is,  that  while  the  Court  of  Rome  continues  famous 
for  its  Policy,  for  which  it  is  like  to  continue  famous  as  long  as 
it  continues  at  all,  we  can  never  fufpeft  its  falling  from  this 
Maxim.  For  as  in  Decency  it  imports  the  Holy  Father  to  (hew 
an  equal  Affeftion  for  all  who  profefs  themfelves  his  Children, 
fo  it  is  his  Intereft  to  be  really  indifferent;  and  tho'  fome Cafes 
may  happen  that  require  a  temporary  Sufpenfion  of  that  Ap- 
pearance, 
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pearance,  yet  wife  Men  will  not  be  deceived  by  the  Conduct  of 
Popes  under  fuch  Circumftances.  But  it  is  now  time  to  fpeak 
of  the  Temporal  Authority  which  the  Roman  Pontiff  enjoys  in 
confequence  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy  and  elfewhere ;  and  in 
treating  of  thefe  we  fhall  be  as  fuccin&  as  the  Subjeft  will 
allow. 

As  an  Italian  Prince,  the  Pope  would  be  very  powerful  if  the 
Number  and  Wealth  of  his  Subjects  bore  any  Proportion  to  the 
Extent  of  his  Dominions,  which  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  Italj, 
and  go  quite  acrofs  from  the  Gulph  of  Venice  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, which  is  an  Advantage  tlpt  (except  the  King  of  the  7tw 
Sicilies)  no  other  Prince  in  that  Country  enjoys  but  himfelf. 
Wc  will  fpeak  of  the  feveral  Provinces  into  which  they  arc  di- 
vided, or  rather  of  the  feveral  Territories  of  which  they  are 
compofed,  in  their  natural  Order,  beginning  with  the  Country 
that  lies  fartheft  to  the  North- Weft,  which  is  the  Duchy  of 
Ferrara.  This,  which  was  formerly  one  of  the  fineft  Princi- 
palities in  Italy,  lies  ftretebed  upon  the  Gulph  of  Verna,  the 
River  Po  running  through  it,  and  falling  there  into  the  Sea. 
The  Climate  was  formerly  good,  and  the  Soil  fruitful,  pro- 
ducing Corn,  Flax,  and  Hemp,  and  other  valuable  Commodi- 
ties, which  made  the  Duke  rich  and  the  People  happy ;  but  now 
Things  are  quite  altered ;  for  the  Country  lying  low,  and  being 
thinly  inhabited,  the  Inundations  of  the  Po  have  rendered  a 
great  Part  of  it  a  Morafs,  and  Ferrara,  from  being  one  of  the 
fineft  in  Italy,  now  fcarce  deferves  the  Name  of  a  City.  The 
Town  and  County  of  Comachio  is  no  better  than  a  Filhing  Vil- 
lage, furrounded  by  unwholfome  Marfhes.  The  Bolognefe  is 
itUl  a  very  fine  Country,  and*  retains  fomething  of  its  ancient 
Freedom :  The  Capital  is  ftiled  Bologna,  or  Bononia  the  M 
from  the  Fertility  of  its  Territory  in  Corn,  Wine,  and 
Flax :  Fort  Urban,  which  ftands  ten  Miles  from  Bologna,  is 
a  Fortrefs  built  to  cover  the  Pope's. Frontier  on  this  Side: 
The  Bolognefe  is  an  Inland  Country,  but  as  it  lies  between  7«/- 
cany  and  the  Duchy  of  Mantua,  the  Road  through  it  creates 
fome  little*  Trade.  The  Country  of  Romagna  is  next,  it  lies 
upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice,  and  is  very  pleafant  and  fruitful,  wa- 
tered by  feveral  fine  Rivers,  and*  enriched  by  its  Salt-Mines : 
The  Capital  is  Ravenna  the  Old,  as  the  Italians  call  it,  and 
indeed  its  Appearance  fpeaks  it  fo,  for  it  is  now  fallen  voy 
much  to  Decay.  The  Duchy  of  Urbino  lies  alfo  upon  tbe 
Venetian  Gulph,  and  though  it  was-  formerly  reckoned  a  fine 
Country  when  under  Princes  of  its  own,  there  is  nothing  more 
certain  than  that  the  Air  is  very  unwholfome,  and  the  Soil 
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extremely  barren  ;  the  belt  Place  now  is  Pefaro  on  the  Coaft  of 
|  the  Adriatkk*  from  whence  it  enjoys  fome  Trade,  *  and  is  tole- 
)  rably  well  built.  The  Marquifate  of  Ancona  lies  alfo  on  the 
fame  Gulph  ;  the  .City  from  whence  it  receives  its  Name  was 
I  formerly  famous  for  its  Port,  now  in  a  very  low  and  poor  Con- 
,  dition ;  but  Loretto*  which  ftands  about  ten  Miles  from  it,  i* 
famous  for  its  Riches  acquired  by  the  worft  fort  of  Trade. 

The  Territory  of  Citta  de  CaJleUo  is  finall,  and  derives  its 
Name  from  that  Place  which  ftands  on  the  River  Tiber*  and  is 
pleafant  and  well  built.  The  Perugiano  lies  next,  and  abounds 
with  excellent  Wine  and  very  good  Corn.  The  Capital  is  Pe- 
ru/a, enriched  by  its  famous  Cake  well  ftored  with  excellent 
Fifb.  The  Orvietano  lies  next,  fo  called  from  its  Capital  Orvieto, 
a  fmall  but  beautiful  Country,  rich  in  Corn  and  Wine,  and  en 
joying  the  beft  Air  in  the  Pope's  Dominions.  Adjoining  to  this 
Province  lies  the  Duchy  of  Cajlro*  belonging  formerly  to  the 
Dukes  of  Parma  and  rlacentiay  but  rejoined  to  the  Holy  See 
partly  by  Ufury,  and  partly  by  Violence :  The  Pope's  Pofleffion 
was  quieted  by  a  Treaty  with  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  in  1724, 
but  it  Is  poffible  the  old  Title  to  it  derived  from  the  Dukes  of 
Parma*  on  a  favourable  Occafion  may  yet  be  revived. 

The  Patrimony  of  St.  Peter  lies  on  the  Mediterranean,  and 
is  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Wine,  and  famous  alfo  for  its  Allom 
Mines :  The  Capital  of  it  is  Viterbo*  anciently  a  fine  Place,  now 
little  better  than  a  Heap  of  Ruins  :  Porto*  formerly  (as  its  Name 
fignifies)  a  noble  Haven,  now  capable  only  of  receiving  Barks : 
But  Chita  Vecchia  has  ftill  a  fine  Port,  and  would  be  a  very  con- 
siderable Place,  if  the  Unwholfomnefs  of  its  Air  did  not  render 
it  thinly  peopled,  and  the  Lazinefs  of  thofe  People  who  dwell  in 
it  did  not  contribute  to  the  Unwholfomnefs  of  the  Air  by  leav- 
ing their  Country  uncultivated.     Vmbria*  or  the  Duchy  of  Spo- 
Uto*  is  a  Country  well  watered,  and  much  diverfified  in  its  Ap- 
pearance, in  fome  Parts  mountainous,  in  others  marfhy,  but  in- 
termixed with  Plains  fruitful  in  Corn,  Wine,  Oil  and  Fruits : 
The  Capital  is  Spoleto*  and  there  are  fome  other  good  Towns  in 
this  Country,  which  is  owing  to  a  little  Trade  ftirring  there. 
The  Province  of  Sabina*  which  takes  its  Name  from  the  Sabines* 
is  fmall,  but  very  fruitful  and  pleafant.     The  Country  about 
Rome*  called  Campagna  di  Roma*  would  be  wholfome  and  fruit- 
ful if  well  cultivated,  but  at  prefent  it  is  neither,  efpecially  in 
fome  Seafons  of  the  Year,  when  that  Capital  becomes  a  kind  of 
Defart,  being  alike  abandoned  by  Strangers  and  its  beft  Inhabi- 
tants, for  the  fake  of  enjoying  a  purer  Climate.  « 
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The  whole  Dominions  of  the  Holy  See  that  lie  thus  all  toge- 
ther, and  compofe  what  the  Italians  call  State  della  Cbiefa,  are 
bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Territories  of  the  State  of  Venice 
and  the  Adriatick  Sea,  on  the  Eaft  by  the  Kingdom  of  Naples 
on  the  South  by  the  Mediterranean*  and  on  the  Weft  by  the 
Dominions  of  the  Great  Duke  and  the  Duchies  of  Jmdena, 
Mirandohy  and  Mantua.  The  greateft  Length  of  this  Country, 
computed  from  Francolino  in  the  Duchy  of  Ferrara  to  Terracina 
jn  Campagna  di  Roma>  which  is  in  a  Line  from  North-Eaft  to 
South- Weft,  may  be  about  two  huudred  and  forty  /ta/id»Miles; 
as  to  the  Breadth,  from  Civita  Vecchla  in  the  Patrimony  of  Sl 
Peter  to  Ancona,  it  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  but 
in  many  other  Places  it  is  not  near  fo  broad.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  Advantage  of  its  Situation,  from  which  tho' 
the  Pope  derives  no  great  Benefit,  yet  ought  it  to  be  confidered 
as  a  Point  of  very  great  Confequence  in  treating  of  the  Impor- 
tance of  his  Countries.  Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  affirmed, 
that  after  the  two  crown'd  Heads,  the  Pope  is  the  mod  confi- 
derable  Power  in  Italy  in  point  of  Dominions,  and  might  be  in 
every  other  refpeft,  if  any  thing  like  the  fame  Policy  was  dii- 
coverable  in  the  Conduit  of  his  Temporal  Eftates  that  is  fhewn 
in  the  Management  of  his  Spiritual  Authority.  As  it  is,  bis 
Subjefts  are  die  hardeft  ufed,  and  yet  his  Revenue  is  below  that 
of  any  other  Prince,  the  Extent  of  his  Territories  confidered ; 
for  it  has  never  been  computed  at  above  two  Millions  oiRemai 
Crowns,  whereas  Tufcanyt  that  is  not  half  as  big,  produces 
twice  as  much  to  the  Grand  Duke.  His  regular  Troops  are 
now  only  fit  for  Show,  hardly  any  of  his  Fortreffes  in  a  State 
of  Defence ;  and  tho*  the  Gazettes  fometimes  mention  thePope's 
Gallies,  his  naval  Power  is  very  inconfiderable.  We  muft  how- 
ever in  Juftice  to  fome  of  the  laft  Popes  allow,  that  they  have  i 
endeavoured  to  corredl  the  Errors  of  their  Predeceflbrs,  and  that  | 
their  Subje&s  have  lived  much  eafter  under  them ;  but  then  thefc 
Amendments  have  extended  no  farther  than  to  keep  things 
from  growing  worfe,  and  much  more  muft  be  done  before  they 
can  be  expedted  to  grow  better. 

Befides  thefe  the  Pope  has  other  Dominions,  as  well  in 
Italy  as  elfewhere.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  held  frbrn  him 
by  an  annual  Tribute.  The  Duchies  of  Parma  and  ?l&- 
eentia  were  Part  of  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church,  but  by  the 
famous  Quadruple  Alliance,  they  are  declared  to  be  Fiefs  of 
the  Empire,  and  are  like  to  be  confidered  in  that  Light  for  die 
future*    The  Principality  of  Maffiran^  belonging  formerly  to 
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the  family  oF  Fiefque>  and  at  prefent  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  is 
held  in  like  manner  from  the  Pope.  Other  Dominions  he  has 
in  Pofleffion,  which  are  held  from  other  Princes,  fuch  as  the 
Territory  ofBenevento  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  the  Archbifhop 
of  which  is  the  fecond  Ecdefiaftical  Dignitary  in  that  Kingdom  | 
and  the  County  of  Avignon^  in  the  South  or  France^  in  which, 
while  they  were  deprived  of  Rome,  the  Popes  themfelves  refided, 
who  ftill  govern  it  by  a  Vice-Legate,  and  this  in  every  refpe& 
is  a  very  confiderable  Acquifition,  of  which  the  Popes  are  par- 
ticularly tender,  and  which  is  the  only  Part  of  their  Poffeffions 
obtained  in  the  way  of  a  fair  Purchafe. 

After  having  thus  fairly  and  clearly  ftated  the  juft  Extent  of 
the  Papal  Dominions  and  the  Nature  of  their  Government, 
which  is  truly  defpotic,  the  Reader  will  eafily  fee,  that  as  an 
Italian  Prince,  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  is  obliged  to  keep  great 
Meafures  with  moft  of  his  Neighbours.  The  King  of  the  Twa 
Sialicsy  tho*  he  confiders  him  as  his  Subjeft,  is  neverthelefc  a 
very  powerful  Prince ;  and  as  we  have  lately  feen  by  his  Mock- 
ing up  Benevento,  not  at  all  afraid  of  refenting  any  Injury  that 
may  be  done  him  by  the  Court  of  Rome.  The  Grand  Duke 
was  alio  to  be  managed  for  many  Reafons  $  and  tho*  the  Dukes 
of  Parma  and  Modena  were  never  formidable  from  their  owa 
Power,  yet  they  feldom  wanted  fome  very  puiflant  Protedor, 
"With  the  Repuolkk  of  Venice  the  Popes  have  generally  fpeaking 
endeavoured  to  live  well,  and  when  at'  any  time  they  have  de* 
parted  from  this  felutary  Maxim,  Experience  has  quickly  taught! 
them  to  recur  to  it  for  tneir  own  Safety.  They  have  always  kept 
lair  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy>  or  at  leaft  endeavoured  it,  as  know- 
ing that  he  held  the  Paflages  into  Italy ;  neither  have  they  often 
differed  with  the  Republick  of  Genoa.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Princes  and  States  of  Italyy  having  more  frequent  Occafion  than 
other  Potentates  to.  follicit  Favours  from  his  Holinefs,  in  tern* 
poral  as  well  as  fpiritual  Concerns,  have  very  feldom  been  want- 
ing in  Teftimonies  of  Duty  and  Refpeft,  and  this  tho'  they  have 
fometimes  had  Jealoufies  of  the  perfonal  Conduft  of  particular 
Popes. 

As  a  temporal  Prince,  every  wife  Pope  confiders  the  Bal- 
lance  of  Italy  as  his  moft  important  Concern,  and  therefore 
labours  as  far  as  in  his  Power  lies,  to  preferve  the  Tranquil- 
lity of  that  Country,  and  to  provide  as  much  as  may  be  a- 
gainft  a  Revolution,  becaufe  he  is  fure  that  in  time  of  War 
his  Countries  muft  differ,  and  he  is  very  far  from  being  fure, 
confidering  the  many  Flaws  in  the  Titles  by  which  he  holds 
many  of  them,  that  fome  part  or  other  will  not  be  taken  from 
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him.  Betides,  nothing  expofes  his  Weaknefe  to  much  to  thf 
World,  as  a  War  in  Italy s  when  he  is  often  able  to  do  but  little 
by  Intreaty,  and  always  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  by  Force. 
( Upon  thefe  Principles  the  Popes  endeavour  to  kfcep  all  the  Ita- 
lian Princes  in  a  State  of  Equality  as  much  as  poffible,  and 
are  alfo  very  attentive  to  prevent  either  the  Houfe  of  Aujiri^ 
or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  from  gaining  the  Afcendency  there, 
which  may  be  fetal  to  the  Independency  of  other  Powers, 
and  confequently  deftruclive  of  the  Pope's  Influence  which 
thereupon  entirely  depends.  The  fame  Maxim  governs  the 
Cardinals  in  the  Choice  of  a  Pope,  fo  that  they  not  only 
avoid  electing  a  Subject  of  either  of  thofe  powerful  Houfes, 
but  are  like  wife  very  cautious  in  raifmg  to  the  Papal  Throne 
any  Cardinal  who  has  {hewn  himfelf  warm  in  either  of  their 
Interefts. 

The  Pope  is  jealous  and  afraid,  not  without  good  Reafon, 
of  the  Turks  and  the  pyratical  States  of  Barbary,  his  Coafts 
being  very  liable  to  Defccnts  from  the  one,  and  to  Infults 
from  the  other.  It  has  indeed  been  fuggefted,  that  from  a 
refined  Stroke  in  Politicks,  the  Countries  feated  on  the  Gulph 
of  Venice  and  on  the  Mediterranean  have  been  fuffered  to  lie 
wade  and  uncultivated,  that  the  Unwholfomenefs  of  the 
Air,  and  the  Poverty  of  the  Inhabitants,  might  take  away 
all  Temptations  from  an  Enemy  that  might  otherwife  prove 
irrefiftible.     If  one  could  imagine  any  Truth  in  this,  it  rmift 

5;ive  a  ftrange  Idea  of  his  Holinefs's  Councils ;  but  as  the 
talians  have  been  always  efteemed  fubtle  Politicians,  fo  there 
have  never  been  wanting  a  certain  Clafs  of  Writers,  .willing 
to  attribute  the  grofleft  Miflakes  in  Government  to  fome 
myfterious  Defign  far*  above  the  Reach  of  ordinary  Capaci- 
ties y  which  in  plain  EngUJb  is  refining  ta  a  Degree  that  is 
palpably  ridiculous.  But  after  all,  the  real  Source  of  the 
flrange  Conduit  in  the  Adminiftration  of  civil  Affairs  in  the 
Dominions  of  the  Church,  is  the  known  Confequence  of  In- 
ijuftry,  Wealth  and  Commerce,  which  is  Freedom  of  Thought, 
and  a  Liberty  in  ading ;  Principles  that  are  not  at  all  com- 
patible with  that  kind  of  Sovereignty;  and  this  alone  very 
fully  accounts  for  that  otherwife  fiirprizing  Oppofition  between 
the  Dexterity  with  which  every  thing  relating  to  the  Spiri- 
tual Monarchy  is  managed*  and  that  negligent  Stiffiiefs 
Which  appears  fo  manifeftly  in  the  Direction  of  civil  Af- 
fairs. 

The  Reader  may  probably  wonder  at  finding  thefe  Italian 
State*  fo  fully  and  particularly  defcribed,  and  therefore  it  may 
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hoi  fee  2mifs  to  give  the  true  Reafon  of  that  Attention  In  this 
Place,  which  is,  that  new  Difputes  in  Italy  may  in  all  Probabi- 
lity cueate  the  next  general  War  in  Europe ;  on  whicli  as  ft  IJ 
not  at  all  impdflible  that  w6  may  havd  our  Eye,  ft>  it  feems  to  be 
tery  reafonable  thit  we  fhould  De  able  to  form  fomie  Notion  of 
the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  and  of  the  Situation  of  Places  in  that 
Country,  that  it  the  Beginning  #ill  be,  in  all  Appearance, 
the  Theatre  of  the  War.  We  have  already  feen  how  the 
Auftrian  Dominions  are  feated,  how  {he  Territories  of  the 
Duke  of  Modem  are  blocked  up  by  the  Pope,  what  fine  Coun- 
tries belong  to  the  Holy  See,  and  how  far  he  is  from  making 
thebeft  ufe  of  them.  We  will  next  apply  our  Thoughts  to  thfe 
folid  Eftablifhraents  that  have  been  made  fince  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 


SECT.    V; 

The  Pretenfiohi  and  Dominioni  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  Italy. 

WE  have  heretofore  mentioned  this  Subjeft  occafion- 
ally,  in  order  to  explain  other  Matters  which  we  were 
treating!  but  we  wilj  now  take  the' Opportunity  of  going  to 
the  Bottom  of  it,  and  of  ftating  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  that 
Eftablifhment,  which  has  chiefly  occupied  the  Attention  of 
the  European  Powers  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  general 
Peace  of  Utrecht.  By  that  Treaty  the  Emperor  was  put  in 
Pofleffion  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftrid  in  Italy, 
and  it  was  thought  this  Difpofition  had  fecured  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europe ,  m  fpke  of  almoft  all  Events.  But  it  very 
often  happens,  that  when  Politicians  have  fome  one.  great  and 
important  Objed  in  View,  they  negledt  or  pafs  by  uriobferved 
what  merits  their  Attention  j  fo  in  this,  Cafe,  the  Care  they  had 
of  the  Ballance  of  Europe  made  them  intirely  forget  the  Ballance 
of  Italyy  which  was  abfolutcly  overturned  by  this"  very  Settle- 
ment. 

It  is  indeed  truey  that  Sicily  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ; 
but  as  this  proceeded  from  the  pure  Affe&ton  of  Queen  Arniet 
fo  the  giving  him  that  Kingdom  was  not  attended  with  fuch  an 
Augmentation  of  Power  as  might  enable  him  to  keep  it ;  for  at 
this  time,  the^  Eiriperor  was  not  only  Mafter  of  great  Domi- 
nions in*  but  to  fpeak  truly,    was  Mafter  of  all  Italy.    H& 
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had  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  and  tht  Duchjr  of  Milan,  together 
with  the  Ifland  of  Sardinia,  as  his  hereditary  Countries ;  the 
Duchy  of  Mantua  he  kept  as  an  efcheated  Fief;  and  in  virtue 
of  his  Imperial  Dignity,  he  had,  or  claimed,  fuch  Rights  over 
the  Italian  Princes  and  States,  as  gave  moft  of  them  infinite  and 
'  intolerable  Uneafmefs. 

Before  the  Death  of  Lewis  XIV.  they  bad  entered  into  Come 
fecret  Negotiations  with  the  Court  of  France  \  for  it  was  evi- 
dent enough  that  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  only  could  afford  them 
the  Protection  they  wanted  j  and  upon  the  Death  of  the  Queen 
of  Spain%  the  Marriage  of  Philip  V.  with  the  Heirefe  of  the 
Houfes  of  Farnefe  ana  Medids%  gave  them  no  fmall  Hopes  of 
feeing  a  Turn  in  their  Favour.  By  this  one  fees  how  ill  the 
Imperial  Minifters  took  their  Meafures,  who  beginning  early 
to  fet  forth  the  Claims  of  the  Head  of  the  Empire  on  the  Italian 
Fiefs,  perfuaded  the  Politicians  on  that  Side  the  jflps,  there 
wanted  only  a  fair  Opportunity  to  deprive  them  all  by  degrees 
of  their  Territories,  as  has  been  the  Fate  already  of  the  Dukes 
of  Mantua  and  Mirandola.  This  converted  them  at  once ;  fo 
that  now  they  were  as  defirous  of  recalling  the  Spaniards  as  they 
ever  were  to  fee  them  expelled. 

His  Catholick  Majefty  had  two  very  different  Interefts  in 
Italy ;  one  founded  on  trie  Pretenfions,  which,  as  Succeffor  to 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  h?  bad  on  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily 9  and  the  Duchy  of  MUan%  which  he  had  renounced  by 
force  \  and  another  in  Right  of  his  Queen,  bis  Iflue  by  her 
being  intitled  to  the  Succeffion  of  Parma,  Platentia,  and  Tuf- 
cany.  The  Emperor  was  jealous  of  both  tfiefe  Rights,  and  was 
very  earned  with  his  Allies  to  provide  againft  them;  which 
might  have  been  very  effeflually  done,  the  Pope  having  a  Claim 
to  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  and  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty at  leaft  a  Colour  of  Right  to  difpofe  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Tujianyy  upon  the  failing  of  the  Male  Line  of  the  Houfe  of 
Medicis. 

The  Quadruple  Alliance,  however,  was  concluded  loon  after, 
with  a  View  to  remedy  the  Defe&s  of  the  Treaties  of  Utrttk 
and  Baden  ;  but  the  Regent  of  France  could  not  be  brought  into 
that  Alliance,  without  ftipulating  in  Favour  of  his  Catholick 
Majefty  the  eventual  Succeffion  of  Parma  and  Placentitis  by 
which  there  was  a  formal  Decifion  againft  the  Rights  of  the 
Pope,  and  in  favour  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Emperor  j  but 
then  the  latter  were  only  acknowledged,  to  fupport  his  Power, 
in  giving  thefe  Duchies  away.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  Pro- 
teftant  Powers  interefted  in  that  Alliance,  afted  very  confident- 
ly, becaufe  they  deny  all  the  Claims  of  the  Pope,  but  the  fame 
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cannot  be  faid  of  the  Catholick  Princes ;  yet  this  was  afterwards 
folemnly  confirmed  by  Cardinal  Fleury :  fo  much  ftronger  with 
Politicians  is  Intere/t  than  Principle. 

The  Emperor,  without  doubt,  forefaw  all  the  Inconveniencies 
that  would  attend  this  Conceffion ;  but  the  immediate  Advan- 
tages which  he  derived  from  that  Alliance,  by  the  Exchange  of 
Sardinia  for  Sicily,  induced  him  to  confent  to  it,  though  it  is 
verv  certain  that  he  did  it  with  Reluctance,  and  that  he  ex- 
poitulated  the  Point  with  his  Allies  to  the  utmoft.  It  is  alfo 
very  likely,  that  the  Succeffion  to  Parma  and  Placentia  being 
eventual  only,  and  attended  with  many  Contingencies,  was  v*hat 
chiefly  prevailed  with  the  Britijh  Minifters  to  go  fo  readily  into 
this  Scheme.  It  looked  as  if  they  had  judged  right  upon  the 
Death  of  Francis  Duke  of  Parma ,  Uncle  to  the  Queen  Dowager 
of  Spain ;  for  his  Brother  Antonio  Farnefe  no  fooner  fucceeded 
to  the  Duchy,  than,  contrary  to  every  body's  Expectation,  he 
married  the  Princefs  Henrietta  of  Modena,  by  whom  if  he  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  any  Iflue,  the  Succeffion  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  Children  by  his  fecond  Marriage  had  been 
defeated,  and  this  Duke's  Defcendcnts  would  have  been  the 
Heirs,  not  only  of  his  Pominions,  but  alfo  of  thofe  of  the  Grand 
puke. 

But  he  dying  in  January  1731,  without  Iflue,  the  Infant  Don 
Carlos^  in  virtue  ofa  Multitude  of  Treaties,  which  having  been 
mentioned  in  their  proper  Places  need  not  be  repeated  here, 
became  intitled  to  that  Succeffion,  and  according  to  the  Stipu- 
lations in  the  Treaty  of  Seville^  was  afiually  put  into  the  peace- 
able Pofleffion  of  Parma ;  and  in  confequence  of  a  Negotiation 
with  John  Gafton9  the  laft  Duke  of  Tuj'cany^  was  by  him  alfo 
acknowledged  for  the  Heir  Apparent,  and  had  the  Title  of  Grand 
Prince.  It  was  now  thought  that  the  Views  of  Spain  were  in- 
tirely  accomplished,  and  that  both  the  King  and  the  Queen 
would  be  content  with  feeing  their  Son  fo  amply  provided  for, 
and  his  PoffefTions  fo  well  fecured  to  him  as  they  were  by  feveral 
Treaties.  The  Italian  Princes  were  alfo  very  well  fatisfied, 
becaufe  they  were  at  length  fure  of  Support,  in  cafe  they  entered  . 
into  any  Alliance  amongft  themfelves,  to  fet  Bounds  to  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  which 
was  all  they  wiflicd. 

But  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  occafioned  by  the 
Death  of  the  late  King  of  Poland^  the  Face  of  AlFairs  in  Italy 
intirely  changed,  and  his  Catholick  Majefty  having  already  ob- 
tained all  that  he  could  pretend  to  in  Right  of  his  Qaeen, 
began  to  revive  the  Claims  which  he  had  renounced  in  Right  of 
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his  Crown,  and  in  the  Month  of  March  1734,  the  Infant  Don 
Carlos  having  penetrated  through  the  Ecclefiaftical  Dominions, 
arrived  with  a  Spanijh  Army,  commanded  under  him  by  the 
Count  de  Montemar,  pn  the  Frontiers  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples. 
The  Count  de  Vifconti  was  at  that  time  Viceroy  pf  the  King: 
dom  for  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.  and  had  the  Misfortune  to  fuc- 
ceed  his  Predeceflor  in  the  general  Hatred  of  the  People,  who  re- 
volted almoft  unanimously  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  entered  their 
Country ;  upon  v?hich  the  Viceroy  quitted  Naples,  after  plunder- 
ing all  the  Mounts  of  Piety ;  Funds,  which  had  hepn  accounted 
facredinall  former  devolutions.  The  only  Cities  that  were  in 
a  Condition  to  quake  Refiftance,  were  thofe  of  fiaeta  and  Capua, 
and  in  thefe  there  were  pretty  good  Garrifons.  The  Imperial 
Troops  that  kept  the  Field  were  about  nine  thoufand  Men,  and 
they  retired  to  a  very  ftrong  retrenched  Camp,  under  the  little 
Town  of  Bitonto,  where  they  were  attacked  and  forced  by  the 
Count  de  Montemar,  who  gained  the  motf  fignal  Vi&ory  rccord- 
'  cd  in  the 'Neapolitan  Hiftory,  for  which  he  was  defervedly  re- 
warded with  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Bitonto  f  which  however  I 
do  not  find  that  he  ufed,  but  was  afterwards  ftiled  in  Stain  an<j 
by  Foreigners,  Duke  de  Montemar. 

The  Infant  Don  Carlos  Duke  of  Parma  and  Placentia,  and 
Hereditary  Grand  Prince  of  Tufcany,  ^s  hitherto  ftilcjd,  by  this 
Revolution  became  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies ,  in  virtue  of  the. 
Ceffion  made  to  him  of  his  Father's  Rights ;  which  Rights 
however  he  had  renounced  over  and  over,  in  favour  of  the  then 
Emperor.  Having  fo  good  a  Title,  he  was  pleafed  toconftitute 
the  Duke  de  Montemar  the  Year  following  Viceroy  of  Sicilf* 
who  "made  a  Conqueft  of  that  Ifland  in  as  fliort  a  time  as  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  if  indeed  it  could  be  called  a  Conqueft, 
where  the  People  rofe  in  every  Province  to  favour  his  Expedi- 
tion, as  having  been  always  fond  of  a  Spanijh  Government  in  the 
fame  Proportion  that  they  hated  that  of  the  Germans,  ppon  this 
Don  Carlos  went  over  thither,  made  his  publick  Entry  into  Mcf- 
Jina  with  all  the  Magnificence  imaginable,  and  after  having  done 
the  fame  at  Palermo ,  where  he  was  crowned,  he  returned  to 
Naples,  which  was  to  be  the  Place  of  his  Refidence. 

By  the  Revolution  in  thefe  two  Kingdoms,  and  by  the  other 
Lofles  which  the  Emperor  had  fuftained  in  Italy,  where  he  had 
nothing  now  left  but  the  City  of  Mantua,  the  Ballance  was  again 
altered,  and  the  Italian  Princes  had  then  as  much  to  fear  from 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  as  they  apprehended  a  very  few  Years  be- 
fore from  the  Houfe  of  Auflrta.  But  things  did  not  long  wear 
this  Face.     France  was  refolved  to  get  out  of  the  War,'  and  to 
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get  Jbmething  for  gping  into  it ;  fhe  compromised  Matters  there- 
fore with  the  Emperor  at  the  Expence  of  her  Allies.  Inftead  of 
the  Duchy  of  -Milan,  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  forced  to  be 
content  with  two  very  fmall  Diftrifts,  tho'  the  Emperor  would 
have  give  him  three.  The  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia 
were  beftowed  upon  his  Imperial  Majefty,  as  an  Equivalent  fof 
the  Two  Sicilies  which  was  rather  a  worfe  Equivalent  than  had. 
been  given  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  by  the  Quadruple  AHiance. 

As  for  the  eventual  Succeffion  of  Tufcany,  it  was  given  to  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain,  according  to  the  old  Plan  of  France,  which 
many  Years  before  had  offered  to  exchange  it  for  the  Duchy  of 
Milan.  By  this  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  which  Don  Carlos  was 
obliged  to  accede  in  December  1736,  the  Dominions  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  were  reduced  to  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two 
Sicilies,  and  theFortrefles  on  theCoaft  of  Tufcany. 

All  the  World  knows  how* much  the  Court  of  Madrid  was 
difplcafed  with  this  Diftribution  of  things,  and  how  foon  the 
Queen  of  Spain  began  to  revive  her  Pretenfions  to  her  heredi- 
tary Dominions  in  favour  of  her  fecond  Son  the  Infant  Don' 
Philip.  It  was  to  pacify  her,  and  to  give  a  kind  of  Security, 
that  on  the  firft  proper  Occafion  France  would  affift  in  obtaining 
her  new  Demand,  however  unjuft  and  unreasonable,  that  a 
Princefs  of  France  was  given  to  Don  Philip ;  which  the  Cardi- 
nal <& Fleury  hoped  would  have  quieted  things  for  his  time, 
as  in  all  Probability  it  would,  if  the  fudden  Death  of  the  Em- 
peror' Charles  VI,  had  not  obliged  him  to  abandon  his  pacific 
fcyftem.  I  mean  by  this,  that  it  put  an  end  to  all  his  Expedi-' 
ents,  and  forced  him  much  againft  his  Inclinations  upon  a  new 
War,  for  which  he  feemed  to  have  provided,  but  was  really  in 
hopes  that  feme  lucky  Event  would  have  afforded  him  the  Means 
of  difengaging  himfelf  from  the  Meafures  he  entered  into  for 
the  fake  of  gratifying  the  Court  of  Madrid,  or  rather  the  Am- 
bition of  the  Queen  of  Spain. 

The  Confequences  attending  thefe  Meafures,  together  *  with 
the  Progrefs  of  the  .laft  War  in  Italy,  have  been  (0  often  and 
fo  fully  confidered  in  other  Parts  of  this  Work,  that  there  is 
no  need  of  running  them  over  again  here ;  and  therefore  it 
(hall  fuffice  in  this  Chapter  to  take  notice  of  the  EfFe&s  of 
this  War  with  refped  to  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  as  in  the' 
next  Chapter  we  fhall  Ihew  the  Nature  and  Value  of  that  Efta- 
blifhment,  which  by  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  wasi  ftipu- 
lated  in  favour  of  the  Royal  Infant  Don  Philip,  in  whofeCaufe 
perhaps  more  Men  have  bled,  than  there  are  living  Souls  in  thofe. 
Territories,  which  have  been  at  laft  given  up  to  him.     Thefe 
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Remarks  wiH  compleatly  anfwer  our  Intention,  and  exhibit  a 
comcife,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  clear  Account1  of  the  Itaiim  Ter- 
ritories in  the  Hands  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon*  to  arperfe&ly  *> 
comprehend  not  only  the  Acceffions  made  to  them  v\  the  two 
lafl  Wars,  but  alio  the  prefent  Profpeft  of  thing?  in  that  Part 
of  the  World,  and  the  Danger  there  is  that  even  in  our  tunes 
the  prefent  definitive  Difpofition  of  Property  may  be  again  vio- 
lated, upon  Pretences  as  idle  and  trifling  as  gave  birth  to  chat 
War  which  ended  but  the  other  Day. 

His  Majcfty  of  the  Two  Sicilies  feemed  at  firft  difpofed  to 
etnbrace  a  Neutrality,  but  when  it  was  judged  that  Affairs 
were  ripe  enongh,  he  declared  himfelf,  at  leaft  by  his  Adions, 
a  Party.  This  Condufi  of  his,  however,  did  not  turn  at  all 
to  his  Advantage,  but  on'  the  contrary  irritated  thofe  Powers 
that  had  contributed  moil  to  his  Eftablifhment  in  Italy*  drew 
upon  his  Subjects  inexpreffiblc  Diftrefles,  and  expofed  both 
his  Crown  and  his  Perfon  to  very  great  Hazards.  In  the 
Courfe  of  that  War,  he  had  the  Mortification  to  fee  his  Troops 
defeated,  almoft  as  often  as  they  came  to  Action,  to  have  his 
Coafts  infulted,  his  Ports  blocked  up,  and  even  his  Capital 
menaced  by  Britijb  Squadrons.  His  Subje&s  alfo  gjve  frequent 
3nd  open  Teftimonies  of  DuTafiedion  to  his  Government, 
which  obliged  him  to  take  many  -  difagreeable  Precautions, 
which  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  Malady  they  were  meant 
to  remove.  The  Aufirian  Forces  ravaged  a  Part  of  his  Domi- 
nions i  he  was.obliged  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  an  Army 
deflincd  to  repel  thefe  Invaders  j  and  tho"  he  had  the  good  For- 
tune to  prevent  their  penetrating  into  the  Heart  of  his  Terri- 
tories, which  would  probably  have  been  attended  with  a  total 
Revolution,  yet  this  could  not  be  accomplifhed  without  feeling 
great  Inconveniencies,  and  cxpofing  his  Perfon  in  a  Manner  that 
could  not  fail  of  giving  him  much  Chagrin.  After  all  this, 
inftead  of  reaping  either  Conquefts  or  Laurels  from  thefe  Dan- 
gers in  the  Field,  he  was  again  conftrained  to  have  recourfc 
to  a  Neutrality,  which  was  procyrcd  for  him  chiefly  by  the  Ne- 
ccflfy  that  the  Powers  in  War  were  under  of  temporizing  with 
the  h  ather  of  his  Confort,  in  which  Situation,  as  little  pleaiing 
2}s  it  was  honourable,  he  faw  the  repeated  Defeats  of  his  Allies, 
and  in  the  Midft  of  Troubles  and  Anxieties,  fpun  out  the  Re- 
rnainder  of  the  War,  from  which  after  all  that  he  had  fuflered, 
he  dii  not  acquire  either  the  lcaft  Honour  or  Advantage. 

The  Kingdoms  of  which  this  Prince  is  in  Pofleffion,  are  in 
thtrafclves  as  rich*  as -fruitful,  and  as  happily  fituated,  as  even 
uiz  moil  ambitious  Monarch  could  defire.     They  abound  not 
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only  wfch  til  the  Neceflariea  of  Life,  but  wifh  a  Variety  of 
uferul  Commodities  that  might  fcrve  to  entertain  an  extenfive 
Commerce,  for  which  both  Kingdoms  were  formerly  famous, 
and  far  tht  carrying  on  of  which  they  are  furnifhed  with  ca- 
pacious and  convenient  Ports.  HisSubjeds  are  numerous,  and 
under  a  better  Government  might  be  rendered  induftrious. 
But  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  of  fuch  a  Nature,  the 
Authority  of  the  Nobiiity  over  their  Vaffals  fo  exorbitant,  and 
above  allf  the  Power  and  Property  of  the  Clergy  fo  exceflive, 
that  there  are  hardly  any  Countries  upon  the  Face  of  the 
Globe,  where  the  Bulk  of  the  People  are  more  diflblute  in  their 
Morals,  or  more  wretched  in  their  Circumftances,  which  is  the 
true  Reafon  that  in  the  Midft  of  fo  many  natural  Advantages, 
the  Crown  of  the  Two  Sicilies  is  regarded  in  a  Light  fo  little  fa* 
vourable  to  it,  by  moft  of  our  Politicians,  and  their  Opinion 
-from  time  to  time  confirmed  by  that  Impunity  with  which 
both  its  Commerce,  and  its  Coafts,  are  infulted  by  the  Jfrican 
Privateers. 

Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  fines  this  Country  has 
been  reftored  to  the  Pofleffion  in  fome  meafure  of  an  inde- 
pendent Government,  and  that  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to 
blefs  his  Sicilian  Majefty  with  Male  Iffue,  there  might  be  pro- 
bable Grounds  to  hope,  that  m  time,  and  by  degrees,  many 
Inconveniencies  might  be  removed,  the  regf  Power  pf  the 
Crown  increafed  by  a  wife  Circumfcription  of  Rights,  rather 
terrifying  than  ufeful,  by  a  ftrift  Execution  of  Juftice,  and 
by  obliging  all  Ranks  of  People  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Laws  m 
are  for  the  common  Benefit.  But  then  this  is  not  to  be  «- 
peded  till  the  Adminiftration  is  delivered  from  all  Cares,  but 
thofe  for  its  own  Safety  and  Welfare,  and  releafed  from  the  Con- 
sideration of  any  Intereft  but  that  of  the  Crown  of  the  Two  5/- 
eiiusy  and  its  Subjedts.  Thefe  are  Objefts  that  might  fufficicnt-' 
Jy  employ  the  Attention  even  of  able  Politicians,  and  from  a  due 
Care  of  which,  very  confiderable  Advantages  would  arife  to' 
thefe  Countries  in  particular,  and  In  their  Conferences  to  Italy 
in  general. 

But  while  Doubts  are  ftill  remaining,  in  fpite  of  an  occa- 
fional  Settlement,  as  to  the  future  Fate  of  thefe  Kingdoms* 
while  the  Councils  of  the  Court  of  Naples  receive  their  firft 
Impreffions  from  that  of  Madrid^  while  the  Ambition  of  making 
frefh  Acquifitions  is  the  ruling  Paffion  in  Breads  where  the 
Study  of  their  People's  Happmefs  fhould  alone  take  place> 
there  is  little  Reafon  to  wonder  that  a  Change  fo  apparently 
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fimc  Facility  in  judging  of  the  Controverfies  that  may  arife 
in  haly,  as  in  thofe  which  have  been  agitated  in  the  North 
and  in  Germany,  and  that  very  poflibly  may  again  require  our 
Attention,  fince  where-ever  the  Spark  of  War  may  firft  fall, 
it  will  not  .be  long  before  the  Flame  communicates  itfelf  into 
all  Quarters. 

At  the  time  the  Lombards  acquired  by  Force  of  Arms  a 
very  confiderable  Kingdom  in  Italy,  and  threatened  to  extend 
their  Dominions  ftill  farther,  many  Cities  finding  their  Li- 
berties in  danger,  and  having  no  Hope  of  Protection  from  the 
Greek  Emperors,  tho*  they  ftill  retained  the  Name  of  Sove- 
reigns, confederated  together  for  their  joint  Prefervation,  and 
with  the  fame  View  put  themfelves  under  the  Protection  of 
the  Pope,  among  which  Cities  were  Parma  and  Placentia. 
When  the  Holy  See  loft  both  Power  and  Credit,  and  the 
Popes  themfelves  were  forced  to  retire  to  Avignon,  Parma  and 
Placentia,  as  well  as  other  Parts  of  their  Territories,  fufrercd  a 
long  Succeflion  of  miferable  Revolutions,  fometimes  under  one 
Race  of  Tyrants,  fometimes  under  another,  till  at  length,  when 
moft  of  thelc  were  extirpated,  the  Cities  and  the  Duchies  be- 
longing to  them  were  again  annexed,  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Sixteenth  Century,  to  the  Dominions  of  the  See  of  Rcme, 
and  were  peaceably  pofieffed  and  enjoyed  by  Leo  X.  Adrian 
V.  and  Clement  VII.  in  a  Manner  as  abfoJute  and  independent 
as  any  of  their  other  Temporal  Eftates  whatever,  not  barely 
without  Moleftation,  but  with  the  full  Knowledge  and  express 
Confent  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  Let  us  now  fee  how  they 
were  detached  from  the  Pope's  Territories. 
•  Authors  are  divided  as  to  the  Original  of  the  Houfe  of  Far- 
ne/e,  but,  amongft  ieveral  Opinions,  there  is  none  more  pro- 
bable, than  that  they  were  Lords  of  Caflelh  Farnefe  in  the 
little  State  of  Cajlro.  Alexander  Farnefe,  Head  of  this  Houfe, 
having  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  good  Graces  of  Pope  Alex- 
ander\l.  obtained  from  him,  while  a  very  young  Man,  the 
Legation  of  Ancona,  which  for  him  was  a  great  Preferment. 
He  fell  in  Love  there  with  a  Lady  of  the  noble  Family  of  Rajfini, 
which  brought  him  under  great  Difficulties,  fince  if  he  mar- 
ried, his  Hopes  were  at  an  End,  and  on  the  other  hand,  he 
could  not  be  happy  without  the  Lady.  In  order  to  extricate 
himfelf,  he  took  a  Method  not  very  uncommon  in  thofe  times; 
that  is,  he  married,  and  kept  that  Marriage  a  Secret.  By  this 
Lady,  he  had  two  Sons,  Peter- Lewis,  and  Alexander,  and 
a  Daughter  whofe  Name  was  Con/tance.     Upon  his  Return  to 
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Home,  as  the  fecret  Hiftory  of  that  Capital  reports,  he  gained 
the  Favour  of  the  Pope  beforementioned  in  fo  high  a  E)egrec,by 
appearing  ignorant  of  a  certain  Amour,  that  in  1493,  he  was* 
honoured  with  the  Purple  at  the  Age  of  twenty- four.  W  hatever 
were  the  Foibles  of  his  Youth,  afi  Authors  will  allow,  that  in 
his  more  advanced  Years  he  discovered  Qualities  truly  worthy  of 
his  Dignity,  infomuch,  that  on  the  Death  of  Clement  VII.  wnen 
he  was  advanced  to  the  Age'  of  forty,  he  was  ele&ed  his  Sue- 
ceflbr,  and  took  the  Name  of  Paul  ill. 

He  governed  fifteen  Years  with  great  Reputation,  and  in 
that  Space  having  taken  great  Care  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Churco,- 
he  thought  it  no  Diminution  of  his  Chaia&er  to  take  fbme 
of  his  Family.  His  Anceftors  had  lent  very  confiderable  Sums 
to  the  Apoftolick  Chamber,  and  were  in  Pofleffion  of  Nepi  and 
FrafcatL  The  latter  being  at  the  very  Gates  of  Rome,  and 
affording  a  Sanduary  to  Bankrupts  and  other  flagitious  Per- 
fons,  it  was  very  inconvenient  to  the  Holy  See,  the  rope  there- 
fore propofed  to  give  up  theie  Places,  and  to  extinguish  all 
Debts  due  to  his  Family,  in  cafe  the  Cardinals  would  con- 
tent to  grant  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia  to  a  cer- 
tain Perfon  he  (hould  name,  who  fhould  refide  in  one  of  thofe 
Cities,  and  hold  it  as  a  Fief  of  the  Church 5  which  being 
affented  to  in  a  Confiftory,  his  Son  Peter-Lewis  had  the  In- 
veftiture  of  thofe  Duchies  on  the  12th  of  Auguji  1545,  to 
hold  to  him  and  his  Heirs  Male  for  ever,  and  was  inftalled 
on  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of 
Placentitis  by  Cardinal  Marino  Grimani  the  Apoftolick  Legate* 
It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  before  this  young  Prince  • 
attained  the  Duchies,  his  Father  had  beftowed  upon  him 
thofe  of  Cajiro  and  Cammerini,  which  lie  within  the  Ecclefiaftt- 
cal  State,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  in  fpeaking  of  the  tem- 
poral Dominions  annexed  to  the  Popedom ;  but  thefe,  as  they 
were  acquired,  fo  they  were  loft  by  Ufury,  one  of  his  Suc- 
ceflbrs  borrowing  a  large  Sum  of  Money  from  the  Apoftolick 
Chamber,  and  by  computing  Intereft  upon  Intereft  the  Debt 
was  at  laft  raifed  fo  high,  that  the  Church  re-entered  for  Want 
of  Payment,  and  annexed  thefe  Countries  once  more  to  the  Pa- 
pal Domains. 

This  Misfortune  befel  the  Houfe  of  Farneje,  under  the 
Reign  of  Ranuccio  II.  the  dired  Defcendent  of  Peter- Lewis 
beforementioned.  He  was  a  wife,  and  in  other  Refpe&s,  a 
fortunate  Prince,  governing  his  Subjects  with  great  Moderation, 
and  Mildneis.  He  was  thrice  married,  firft  to  Margaret  of 
Savof,  by  whom  he  bad  no  Children  ;  Secondly,  to  IJabella  of 
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$fr,  by  whom  he  had  a  Son  Edward;  and  two  DadgEters  j 
laftly,  to  Afory  of  E/le,  his  fecond  Wife's  Sifter,  by  whom  be 
had  Francifco  and  Antonio.  Edward,  hereditary  Prince  of  Pamut9 
married  Dorothea  Sophia  of  Newburgh,  Daughter  to  the  Elcficr 
Palatine^  in  1690,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  Daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, born  Odober  25,  1692,  arid  on  the  5th  of  September  fol- 
lowing died,  in  the  Life- time  of  his  Father.  Francifco,  Princt 
of  Parma,  married  his  Brother's  Widotf,  Who  became  thereby 
Duchefs  of  Parma,  upon  the  Demife  of  her  Father-in-law', 
which  happened  in  1694,  and  the  new  Duke  brought  up  his 
Brother's  Daughter  as  his  own. 

Francis  I.  Duke  of  Parma  and  Placentta,  was  a  Prince  of  his 
Father's  Temper,  and  by  a  wife  and  prudent  Adminiftration  of 
his  Affairs,  kept  his  Dominions  in  a  great  meafure  from  Of- 
fering as  the  reft  of  Italy  did,  during  the  long  War  on  ac- 
count of  the  Spanijh  Succeffion ;  but  after  the  Peace  Of  Utrecht, 
and  the  Death  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  he  liftened  with  great 
Satisfaction  to  the  Propofal  of  a  Marriage  between  Philip  V. 
and  his  Niece  and  adopted  Daughter  the  Princefs  Elizabeth, 
who  Was  looked  upon  as  the  Heireft  of  Parma  and  Tuf- 
cany,  her  Great  Grand-mother  being  Margaret  de  Me&as, 
Daughter  to  Duke  Cofmo  II.  and  this  notwithftanding  Prince 
Antonio  Fafnefe  was  living,  becaufe  it  was  believed  that  he 
had  an  invincible  Averfion  to  Marriage,  to  which,  if  there 
be  Truth  in  fome  Italian  Conjectures,  this  Manner  of  difpo- 
fing  his  Niece  might  contribute.  However  that  Matter  might 
be,  the  Succeffion  was  looked  upon  as  a  thing  out  of  Difpute 
at  leaft  on  that  Side  ;  for  it  was  known  that  the  Pope  in- 
tended to  queftion  it,  and  that  it  was  not  very  agreeable  to  the 
Emperor. 

But  upon  the  Demife  of  Francis  Duke  of  Parma,  in  1727; 
and  the  Acceffion  of  Prince  Antonio,  Things  changed- their  Ap- 
pearance* The  new  Duke  was  no  fooner  pofieflqi  of  that 
Dignity,  than  he  declared  his  Diflike  of  Marriage  arofe  fiom 
the  Narrownefs  of  his  Circumftances,  while  he  was  a  younger 
Brother,  but  that  now  he  was  a  Sovereign  Prince,  and  the  laft 
Heir  Male  of  his  Family,  he  judged  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  prevent  the  Extinction  of  the  Houfe  of  Farnefe.  He  mar- 
ried accordingly  Henrietta  de  Efte,  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  but  had  notwithftanding  the  Misfortune  to  die  with- 
out Iffue,  January  20,  17  31,  though'  upon  his  Demife  it  was 
given  out,  that  the  Duchefs  his  Relict  was  with  Child  ;  but 
this  being  quickly  found  to  be  without  any  Foundation,  the 
Royal  Infant  Don  Carlos,  eldeft  Son  to  his  Catholick  Majcfty 
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ty  the  ?iince(s  Elizabeth*  Heirefsof  the  Howe  of  Farnefe*  err- 
tered  into  the  quiet  Poffeffion.  The  old  Duchefi  Dowager  Sophia 
Dorothea*  lteli&  of  Duke  Francis*  and  of  his  elder  Brother 
Prince  Edward,  Mother  to  the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain,  and 
Grandmother  to  the  Royal  Infants  Carlos  and  Philip*  aod  of  the 
Cardinal  Bourbon*  died  about  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  War  in  a 
very  advanced  Age.  As  for  the  younger  Dowager,-  Widow  of 
Antonio  Farnefe*  the  laft  Duke  ot  Parma*  fhe  married  in  1740, 
Prince  Leopold*  of  Hejfe  Darmjladt*  with  whom  (he  refides  at 
Placentia* 

As  to  the  Extent,  Situation  and  Value  of  the  Countries  » 
which  form  the  Settlement  of  the  Infant  Don  Philip*  we  are  to 
confider  the  following  Particulars.  The  Duchies  of  Parma 
and  Placentia  form  together  a  very  confiderable  Sovereignty;  in 
Length,  from  Weft  to  Eaft,  they  are  about  fixty  Englijh  Miles, 
and  their  Breadth  from  South  to  North  is  about  forty.  On  the 
Weft  they  are  bounded  by  the  Dominions  of  the  Emprefi 
Queen  and  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  on  the  South,  by  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  Republick  of  Genoa ;  on  the  Eaft  by  the  Duchies  of 
Modena  and  Reggio ;  and  on  the  North  they  are  divided  by  the 
River  Po  from  the  Duchies  of  Mantua  and  Milan.  As  to  the 
Climate  it  is  without  Exception,  being  equally  healthy  and  plea- 
fant ;  and  with  this  the  Soil  likewife  correfponds,  which  is  won- 
derfully fruitful ;  the  Vallies  abound  with  all  kinds  of  Fruit, 
with  rich  Paftures  and  excellent  Vineyards  5  and  in  the  Moun- 
tains they  have  both  Copper  and  Silver  Mines;  the  Inhabitants 
have  prodigious  Herds  of  black  Cattle,  and  alfo  numerous 
Flocks  of  Sheep;  the  firft  enable  them  to  make  thebeftCheefe 
in  Italy*  and,  in  the  Opinion  of  many,  in  Europe ;  and  the 
latter  furaifh  them  with  vaft  Quantities  of  very  fine  Wool. 
The  Cities  of  Parma  and  Placentia  are  the  only  Places  of  any 
Confequence  in  the  Royal  Infant's  Dominions ;  die  former  is  art 
old  irregular  Place,  and  not  very  large,  meanly  fortified,  but 
commanded  by  a  Caftle  of  fome  Strength  5  the  latter  is  larger, 
better  fituated,  more  beautiful,  and  fuller  of  People,  within 
a  very  fmall  Diftance  of  the  Po*  which  is  a  great  Conve- 
nience. 

While  thefe  Countries  were  held  from  the  See  of  Rome*  the 
Dukes  of  Parma  paid  an  annual  Acknowledgment  of  ten  thou- 
(and  Ducats ;  at  prefent  they  are  confidered  as  Fiefs  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  their  Pofleflbr  applies  for  and  receives  his  Inveftiture 
from  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  the  fame  manner  with  other 
Princes.  The  Revenues  have  been  formerly  computed  at  fix 
hundred  thouiand  Crowns,  but  it  may  be  doubted,  whether  in 
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their  prefent  Situation  the  People  can  rtife  above  two  Thirds  of 
that  Sum  *  yet  a  few  Years  of  Peace,  under  a  gentle  Admini- 
stration, would  quickly  rcflore  them  tt>  their  former  Condition. 
It  is  fuppofcd  that  thefc  Duchies  may  maintain  a  regular  Force 
ef  about  fix  thoufand  Men,  without  any  great  Detriment  either 
to  Prince  or  People. 

As  to  the  additional  Duchy  of  GnaftaUa,  we  have  already 
ftewn  how  it  came  into  the  Hands  of  the  Emperor  by  the 
Death  of  the  laft  Duke  of  the  Houfe  of  Gonxagua.  It  is  in 
Truth  nothing  more  thaA  a  Diftrift  of  the  Duchy  of  Man- 
tmf  which  was  given  as  a  Provision  for  a  younger  Branch  of 
the  ducal  -Houfe,  and  b  confequently  a  thing  of  no  great 
Importance.  It  is,  as  we  obferved  before,  feparated  from  die 
ittft  of  the  Royal  Infant's  Dominions  by  a  Part  of  the  Duke 
of  MedentCs  Country,  bat  notwithstanding  this,  the  Cofcmu- 
Hication  by  the  Po  is  always  open.  GuaftaBa  is  a  very  neat 
and  flourifhing  Place,  and  the  Country  about  it  both  fruitful 
and  pleafant  j  die  Revenue  is  computed  at  fifty  or  fixty  tbouiand 
Crowns.  Thefe  are  all  the  Territories  that  the  Royal  Infant 
pofleiTes  in  Italy ;  and  though  in  themfelves  they  may  be  juftly 
ircckoned  very  confiderable,  yet  when  we  reflect  on  the  Royal 
Birth,  the  high  Pretentions,  and  illuftrious  Marriage  of  his 
Royal  Highnefe,  one  cannot  help  admiring  at  the  ftrange  Pro- 
fusion of  Men  and  Money  with  which  this  inconfiderable  Settle- 
ment was  purchafed. 

This  appears  ftill  ftranger,  when  we  remember  that  all  thefe 
Territories  are  inland-  Places ;  nay,  that  there  is  not  lb  much 
•  as  a  (ingle  navigable  River  in  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince, 
rile  Po  excepted,  and  that  only  waflies  them.  From  hence 
•ne  may  be  eaflly  tempted  to  fu(be&,  that  when  this  Efta- 
blMhment  was  accepted  for  the  Royal  Infant,  it  muft  have 
been  under  fome  Expectation  of  freeing  it  from  thefe  Reftric- 
tions  with  which  the  Ceffions  contained  in  the- Definitive 
Treaty  of  Atx  la  ChapelU  were  made ;  enlarging  it  either  by 
Purchafe  or  otherwise,  and  thereby  operttng  a  more  direct 
Correfpondence  with  Spain,  than  it  is  poffible  to  carry  on  at 
prefent  through  the  Territories  of  the  State  of  Genoa  -,  though 
for  the  facilitating  this,  it  is  faid,  that  a  great  Road  is  making 
through  the  Mountains  from  the  Duchy  of  Parma  dircSly 
to  Stjhi  dt  Pcnente,  which  may  be  a  good  temporary  Ex- 
pedient, till  fomething  better  can  be  contrived,  or  till  feme 
lucky  Opportunity  makes  way  for  its  being  earned  into  Exe- 
cution. It  is  indeed  true,  that  joining  as  it  does  to  the  Ter- 
ritoric*  of  Mbdena  on  one  Side,  and  to  thofe  of  die  Republic* 
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beforementiohed  on  the  other,  the  Royal  Infant  might  eafily 
receive,  in  cafe  of  need,  whatever  Affiftance  thefc  Neighbours 
of  his  would  be  inclined  to  give ;  but  then  all  their  Force  taken 
together,  would  be  infufficient  to  cover  fo  open  a  Country 
againft  the  Troops  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflriay  ,if  upon  any  Occa- 
fion  a  Rupture  (hould  happen  hereafter. 

We  have  thus  given  a  general  Sketch  of  the  Situation  that 
this  Prince  is  in,  and  many  of  our  Readers  may  poffibly  look 
upon  that  as  fufficient*  But  Time  will  quickly  convince  them 
of  the  contrary,  and  that  nothing  deferves  to  oe  more  mature- 
ly weighed,  than  what  may  be  expe&ed  from  the  Fermentation 
that  ever  fince  the  Peace  has  been,  from  its  EfFe&s,  apparent 
enough  in  Italy  j  and  to  fay  the  Truth,  moft  of  the  Troubled 
that  have  diflurbed  Europe  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  have  been  hatched  in  that  Quarter.  Should  we  incline 
to  penetrate  the  Reafon  of  this,  it  would  not  be  found  difficult 
to  find,  and  which  is  dill  more  to  our  Purpofe,  it  would  appear 
to  fubfift  and  ad  as  ftrongly  now  as  ever;  neither  ought  this 
to  furprize  us,  if  we  reflect  on  the  great  Events  that  have  hap* 
pened  in  our  own  time,  where  the  next  News  from  this  Part 
of  thp  World,  upon  the  making  and  executing  a  Peace,  has 
ufually  been  new  Claims,  new  Negotiations,  and  in  a  fhort 
Space  of  Time  new  Preparations  for  the  Commencement  of  a 
frefh  War.  It  may  therefore  be  very  expedient  to  make  a 
Tryal,  whether  it  may  not  be  poffible  to  difcover  fome- 
thing  of  thefe  Matters  before  they  are  conveyed  to  us  in  foreign 
Gazettes. 

Firft  with  relpeft  to  the  Reftriftions  by  which  the  Royal 
Infant  Don  Philp  is,  or  may  be  thought  cramped  in  his 
Poffeffions.  We  know  that  at  Aix  la  ChapiUe,  the  Spanijb 
Plenipotentiary  expreffed  very  clearly  the  Diflike  of  the  Court 
of  Madrid  to  thofe  Refervadons,  that  eftablifh  a  Reverfionary 
Right  in  the -two  Crowns,  to  the  Ceffion  made  of  this 
Settlement  for  Don  Philip ;  and  though  this  Difficulty  was 
then  got  over,  yet  we  arc  no  Strangers  to  the  Interpolation 
in  confequence  of  which  it  was  got  over;  nor  is  it  at  all 
inconfiftent  with  the  Light  of  Reafon  or  Experience  to 
believe,  that  it  was  got  over  by  the  Suggeftion,  that  tho* 
an  abfolute  ?ofleflion  could  not  be  gained  at  that  time,  yet 
it  might  be  procured  by  a  fubfequent  Negotiation.  Pf  this 
we  have  had  very  broad  Hints  fince,  and  therefore  we  may 
take  it  for  granted,  that  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  Change 
flrould  happen   in  the  Syftem  of  certain  Courts,  this  Point 
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will  certainly  be  purfued  till  it  is  accomplished  Tome  way  or 
Other. 

But  'this  is  not  all,  there  has  been  a  Proteftation  in  Form 
upon  a  late  Occafion,  as  well  as  upon  others,  in  favour  of 
the  See  of  Rome*  from  whence,  as  the  original  Right  of  the 
Houfe  of  Farnefe  was  derived,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  its 
Claim  to  thefe  Duchies  has  been  vacated.  On  the  other 
hand,  fuch  js  the  Spirit  of  a  certain  Court,  that  we  have  no 
great  Caufe  to  fuppofe  (he  will  fuffer  thefe  Pretenfions  to 
fubfift,  for  fear  that  fome  time  or  other  an  Opportunity  fhould 
offer  for  enforcing  them.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  there  is  no 
Profpefl  of  any  fuch  thing  at  prefent,  but  the  Politicks  of  the 
Court  of  Rome  ate  ddervedly  famous,  and  the  very  Care  that 
the  Popes  have  taken  to  keep  up  this  Claim  upon  every  Occa- 
fion, fufficiently  indicates  that  they  would  not  fuffer  an  Op- 
portunity to  flip,  iir  cafe  any  fuch  Opportunity  fhould  offer. 
The  Defire  therefore  of  emancipating  this  dear-bought  Set- 
tlement even  from  this  dormant  Pretention,  is  a  Point  that 
will  hardly  efcapfe  the  Eye  of  a  Court,  that  has  been  ever 
famous  for  Jealoufy,  in  a  Degree  not  at  all  inferior  to  its  Am- 
bition. 

We  are  yet  farther  to  confider,  that  it  was  purely  to  avoid 
this  Claim  of  the  See  of  Rome,  that  Parma  was  acknowledged 
to  be  a  Fief  of  the  Roman  Empire.  Duke  Francis,  Uncle  to 
the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain,  when  the  Emperor  levied  Con- 
tributions from  his  Dominions,  upon  Pretence  of  their  being 
Fiefs,  exclaimed  againft  it  as  an  A&  of  Violence  and  Injuftice  -f 
the  Pope  alfo  protefted  againft  it  upon  the  fame  Motives.  Since 
that  time  his  Succeflbrs  have  feen  things  in  quite  a  dif- 
ferent Light,  or  rather  have  beep  under  a  Neceflity  of  ad- 
mitting what  their  Predeccflbr  had  warmly  difputed.  As  things 
now  ftand,  there  can  be  no  Difpute  that  Homage  is  due  to  the 
Emperor,  and  that  his  Inveftiture  is  neceflary  to  the  Pofleflbr 
of  thefe  as  of  other  Fiefs.  But*  polEbly  there  may  come  a 
time  when  this  may  be  accounted  either  a  Grievance,  or 
at  leaft  an  Inconvenience,  unlefs  in  the  enfuing  Congrefs  at 
Cremona,  or  where-ever  elfe  it  (hall  be  held,  Tome  Method 
can  be  found  to  fettle  it  to  the  mutual  Satisfa&ion  of  all 
Parties  ;  and  tho'  this  may  be  a  thing  far  enough  from  being 
itnpoffible,  yet  one  may  venture,  without  fearing  to  fin  againii 
Thith,  to  hazard  a  Sufpicion  that  it  wiH  not  be  without  its  Diffi- 
culties. 

In  the  next  place,  the  Augmentations  of  this  Settlement 
which^nwiy  be  endeavoured,  deferve  our  particular  Notice.     We 
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have  very  good  Reafon  to  apprehend  at  lead,  that  aftet  ftich 
violent  and  repeated  Struggles,  (o  long  and  bloody  a  War, 
and  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  fuch  a  Train  of  fecret 
and  filent  Negotiations,  fome  Enlargement  of  the  Royal  Irt- 
fant*s  Territories  is  a  Point  ftill  at  Heart  with  thofe  who  pro- 
cured his  Settlement,  and  who  in  going  fo  far  to  obtain  that, 
however  unequal  to  the  Coft  with  which  it  was  obtained, 
gave  an  Earneft  to  the  World  that  they  meant  to  go  farther, 
and  not  to  defift  from  their  Enterprize,  till  attended  with  a 
Succefs  proportionable  to  their  Characters  who  have  embarked 
in  it.     Let  us  then  confider,  whether  from  the  Light  afforded 
us  by  thefe  hiftorical  Memoirs,  and  the  Hints  that  have  been 
given  us  as  to  the  Tendency  of  thofe  fecret  Negotiations  before- 
mentioned,  we  may  not  be  able  to  form  fome  Guefs  as  to  the 
Nature   of  thefe  Agreements,  and  the  Methods   which   may 
poffibly  be  pra£Kfed  in  order  to  compafs  them  ?  It  is  verv  un- 
likely that  we  fliould  be  able  to  go  to  the  Bpttom  of  this 
Matter,  or  to  point  out  exactly,  and  in  their  proper  Order,- 
the  very  Steps  that  will  be  taken  in  this  Bufinefs :  But  tho9 
we  fliould  not  do  this,  yet  we  need  not  defpair  of  giving  the 
Reader  fome  Satisfaction,  fince  in  pointing  out  moft  of  the 
Roads  that  are  poffible,   we  can  hardly  mifs   thofe   that  the 
a&ive  Politicians  will  think  practicable,  and  what  may  not  be 
atchieved  in  our  Times,  it  is  very  likely  may  occupy  the  Atten^ 
tion  of  Pofterity  $  at  leaft  we  have  pail  Experience  on  the  Side 
of  this  Conjecture. 

The  Royal  Infant's  Settlement  was  hardly  fixed,  before  it 
was  obferved  that  fome  Alterations,  Ceffions,  and  Exchanges 
would  be  neceflary,  in  order  to  accommodate  things  between 
that  young  Prince  and  his  Neighbours,  We  have  touched 
upon  this  Subject  before,  and  ihewn  that  a  Part  of  the  Duke 
of  Modern? %  Dominions  would  be  exceedingly  commodious,' 
and  that  it  might  not  be  ineradicable  to  aflign  his  Serene 
Highnefs  an  Equivalent  with  uhich  he  might  be  well  con- - 
tented.  Something  of  the  like  Sort  might  be  expedient  alfo 
with  refpeft  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  there  beii  g  a  fmall  Por-? 
tion  of  the  Duchy  of  Gwjlalla  that  cannot  well  be  feparated. 
from  her  hereditary  Countries,  and  it  is  certainly  of  much  too 
little  Confequence  to  be  worth  difpuiing  about  \  thefe,  taking 
them  all  together,  though  they  may  be  convenient  and  even 
npceflary  things,  are  of  no  mighty  Importance,  and  there  is 
nothing  very  unlikely  in  fuppofmg,  that  for  the  Sake  of  mutual 
fcafe  and  Security,  fuch  Matters  may  be  fettled  in  a  Congrefs  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties. 
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But  there  has  been  an  Augmentation  mentioned  of  quite  an- 
other Nature,  and  that  is  the  Ifland  of  Corfita,  which  was  for 
fome  time  looked  upon  as  the  Fiftion  of  Gazette- Writers  :  The 
Frtnth  were  lately  in  Pofleffion  of  that  Ifland  j  the  Malecontems 
feem  to  be  determined  in  their  Refolution,  never  to  fubmic 
again  to  what  they  ftile  their  old  Yoke.  On  the  other  hand, 
indeed,  there  has  been  a  Regulation  fettled  between  the  Repub- 
lick  and  the  Corficans,  under  the  Mediation  of  his  Mofi  ChriJHan 
Majefty,  with  great  Care  and  Deliberation ;  yet  if  this  IhouM 
prove  unacceptable  to  either  Party,  or  if  Objections  ihould  be 
made  to  it  on  both  Sides,  the  admitting  of  a  Treaty  of  Purchase, 
in  ordet  to  the  Republick's  parting  with  its  Sovereignity,  may  be 
thought  a  pepper  Expedient,  or  at  leaft  it  could  never  have  been 
introduced  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  Way.  In  thatCafe,  however, 
fome  further  Steps  muft  be  taken  before  it  can  be  connected  with 
the  Royal  Infant's  prefent  Settlement ;  but  if  this  grand  Purchafe 
is  once  made,  that  will  not  be  abfolutely  impracticable.  There 
is  a  finall  Trafi  of  Country  between  the  Duchy  of  Parma  and 
the  Sea,  that  would  in  fuch  a  Cafe  be  a  very  valuable  Acqui- 
fition  i  and  this,  no  doubt,  would  be  obtained  by.  Contrad  or 
Exchange  j  and  thus  the  Royal  Infant  would  acquire  a  large, 
and,  in  part,  an  independent  Settlement,  and  it  may  be  a  more 
fplendid  Title ;  yet  as  we  have  feen  ftrange  Changes,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  a  chimerical  Conje&ure,  that  after  all  thefe  Junctions 
and  Purchafes,  the  whole  might  be  thought  a  proper  Equivalent 
for  another  Territory  in  Italy  >  of  which  his  Brother  Don  Carlos 
C>nce  wore  the  Title  of  hereditary  Prince. 

Before  we  quit  this  Subjed,  it  may  not  be  amifs  juft  to  hint, 
that  the  former  Dukes  of  Parma  thought  themfelves  very  ill 
treated  by  the  Pope  in  the  Affair  of  Cajiro  ;  and  once  by  the  In- 
terpolation of  the  Crown  of  France^  that  Affair  was  brought 
fo  far,  that  upon  Payment  of  the  original  Debt  and  Intereft, 
the  Pope  engaged  himfelf  to  reftore  thofe  Territories,  tho'  upon 
a  Tender  of  the  Money  he  difengaged  himfelf  again,  alledging 
that  it  was  not  in  his  Power.  1  have  before  obferved,  that  this 
Bufineis  was  compromifed  by  Treaty  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria* 
when  the  Duchies  of  Parma  and  Placenti*  were  in  the  Poflef- 
fion of  die  late  Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth ;  but  now  they  are  in 
ether  Hands,  that  Claim  may  be  revived,  and  perhaps  enforced, 
when  other  Points  of  greater  Confequence  are  fettled.  Thus 
we  have  taken  a  View  of  the  feveral  poflible  Syftems  of  Aug- 
mentation, and  of  the  Methods  by  which  they  muft  be  acquired, 
Time  will  fpeedily  {hew  us  which  will  be  nrft  brought  on  the 
Carpet  j  and  by  degrees  there  is  very  little  Doubt  that  we  (hall 
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hear  of  all  the  reft,  for  one  Augmentation  will  facilitate  another, 
and  Pretentions  that  might  have  been  ridiculous  for  a  little  Duke 
to  make,  will  appear  of  great  Confequence,  when  coniidercd 
as  the  Demands  of  a  very  considerable  King. 

•  Thefe  political  Difquifitions  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Domi- 
nions and  Pretenfions  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  in  Italy,  will  affift 
us  much  in  forming  an  Idea  of  that  new  Scene  of  Negotiation 
that  is  at  prefent  on  foot,  and  which  at  this  Juncture,  is  (b  great 
a  Myftery,  that  very  few  feem  to  know  what  to  make  of  it ; 
but  by  degrees  it  will  open,'  and  expand  itfelf,  fo  as  to  become 
very  perceptible,  and  then  we  fhall  be  no  longer  in  the  Dark  as 
to  our  Concern  in  it.  The  Ballance  of  Italy  will  always  retain 
its  Connection  with  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe,  fo  that 
it  is  a  vain  thing  to  imagine,  that  it  can  Be  either  altered  by  a 
War,  or  fettled  by  a  Peace,  without  Prejudice  to  the  Maritime 
Powers,  and  coniequently  without  their  being  obliged  to  trouble 
themfelves  about  it.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  it  is,  and  mufl  be 
the  Intereft  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  more  especially  to  keep  a 
fteady  Attention  to  that  Ballance ;  and  if  the  Treaty  of  Worms 
had  been  effectually  executed,  that  alone  would  have  been  a 
fufficient  Security  \  he  muft  have  taken  care  of  our  Interefts, 
becaufe  it  is  certain  he  will  never  defert  his  own.  4But  the 
Cafe  is  much  altered  now,  and  remains  flill  in  a  State  of  Alte- 
ration, which  when  or  where  ic  will  flop,  is  not  in  the  Breaft 
of  Man  to  determine. 

Let  us  next  proceed  to  the  Republicks  in  Italy  9  upon  the  State 
of  which  we  {hall  be  much  more  concife  j  and,  that  what  we 
have  to  fay  may  be  with  the  more  Eafe  retained,  we  will  take 
them  in  the  Order  of  Time,  in  which  they  were  erected. 


SECT.     VII. 

Tbe  Prefent  State  and  Political  Inter efis  of  the 
Republick  of  Venice. 

riT^  H  E  Glory  of  the  Venetian  State  is  at  prefent  indeed  much 
J[  inferior  to  what  it  was,  when  without  Afliftance  (he  was 
a  Match  for  the  whole  Ottoman  Power  by  Land  and  Sea,  and 
loft  nothing  of  her  Courage,  and  but  very  little  of  her  Territo- 
ries, by  the  famous  League  of  Cambray%  when  rather  out  of 
Envy,  than  from  any  better  Caufe,  the  greateft  Powers,  in  j£«- 
rope  were  allied  againft  her. 
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But  tho*  it  be  true,  that  the  Republick  is  not  what  fhe  has 
been*  thkt  Her  Dominions  are  reduced  within  narrower  Bounds, 
fo  that  except  what  (he  poffeffes  on  the  Terra  Firma  of  Italy,  in 
Dalmatian  and  a  few  inconfiderable  Iflands,  (he  has  nothing  left 
of  thofe  extenfive  Territories  that  contributed  to  enrich  her 
Subje&s  by  their  Trade,  and  gave  her  fo  confiderable  a  Rank 
amongft  the  Powers  of  Europe,  yet  {he  is  ft  ill  Miftrefs  of 
enough,  not  only  to  deferve  Notice,  but  alfo  to  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Potentates  in  Italy,  and  mod  illu- 
ftrious  Republicks  in  Europe. 

It  is  highly  to  the  Honour  of  this  State,  that  for  upwards  of 
twelve  Centuries  fhe  has  prefferved  her  Freedom,  and  for  a  great 
Part  of  that  time  has  lived  under  the  fame  Gdvernment,  with- 
out fuffering  any  of  thofe  dreadful  Revolutions  by  which  many 
of  her  powerful  Neighbours  have  been  involved  in  Blood  and 
Confufion.  This  has  juftly  given  a  high  Reputation  to  the 
Wifdom  of  her  Senators,  who  by  their  great  Policy  and  wonder- 
ful Secrecy,  have  been  able  through  fo  long  a  Track  of  Time, 
to  guard  with  equal  Diligence  and  Succefs  againft  foreign  Con- 
federacies and  domeftic  Confpiracies,  many  of  whieh  they  have 
defeated,  when  laid  with  the  deepeft  Cunning,  and  fupported 
with  no  inconfiderable  Strength. 

Her  very  Lofles  are  fo  far  from  reflecting  Difcreditonthe  Re- 
publick, that  on  the  contrary,  they  do  her  the  greateft  Honour 
in  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  forming  a  right 
Judgment  of  Hiftory,  and  know  how  to  diftinguifh  properly 
in  refpeft  to  Caufes  and  Events.  The  long  War  in  Defence 
of  Candia  againft  the  Turks,  exhaufted  the  Treafures,  and  weak- 
ened the  Power  of  this  State  to  a  degree,  that  (he  has  not  been 
able  to  recover ;  but  that  War  was  continued  for  many  Years 
againft  the  whole  Strength  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  by  Sea  and 
Land,  and  was  almoft  as  fatal  to  the  Turks  as  to  her;  for  they 
too  have  been  declining  in  Power  and  Reputation  ever  fince :  So 
that  fhe  might  be  truly  ftiled  in  that  refpe&  the  Bulwark  of  Eu- 
rope,  to  the  Safety  of  which  fhe  contributed  much  more  than 
(be  (uffered  by  the  LofTes,  that  by  the  Fortune  of  War  lhe  At- 
tained during.that  famous  Contention. 

The  common  Opinion  that  fhe  continues  ftill  to  decline, 
and  that  the  very  Being  of  the  Republick  is  in  Danger  from  a 
flow  Confumption,  has  been  perhaps  taken  up  without  due  At- 
tention, and  for  want  of- having  juft  Notions  of  the  wife  and 
folid  Maxims  by  which  her  Government  is  conduced.  Fortho 
it  be  true,  that  fhe  is  in  no  Condition  to  maintain  fuch  a  IV  jr 
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as  that  of  Candia%  yet  it  is  no  left  true,  that  as  things  are  now 
circumftanced,  Ike  has  very  little  Reafon  to  fear  it. 

In  the  two  laft  Wars  with  the  Turkic  (he  fufficiently  demon- 
strated, that  tho'  her  Forces  were  much  weaken'd,  (he  was  far 
from  having  loft  her  former  Spirit,  or  from  wanting  fuch  a  Power 
as  was  neceflary  for  her  Defence  ;  and  the  noble  Statue  eredJed 
to  the  Honour  of  the  late  Field  Marlhal  Scbulemberg  in  the  great 
Square  of  Corfu,  which  he  fo  glorioufly  defended,  will  remain  a 
perpetual  Monument  of  the  Bravery  of  her  Troops,  as  well  as 
of  her  Zeal  and  Gratitude  to  that  intrepid  Officer,  which  it  may 
be  hoped  will' not  a  little  contribute  to  procure  a  Succeffion  of 
Generals  as  worthy  and  as  fortunate. 

Befides  all  this,  it  ought  to  be  remember'd,  that  {he  is  now 
better  fecu/ed  againft  the  Turks  by  her  perpetual  Alliance  with 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  than  in  former  Ages;  and  if  we  alfo  re- 
fleft,  that  in  cafe  the  latter  at  any  time  breajc  with  the  Turis, 
in  virtue  of  that  Alliance,  they  are  fure  of  being  fupported  by 
the  Ruffians,  it  will  be  fufficiently  evident,  that  the  Venetians 
have  much  lefs  to  fear  than  they  had  in  former  Days.  Since  the 
Peace  of  Pajfarowitz,  therefore,  which  was  concluded  on  the 
i  oth  of  July  17 18,  they  have  remained  very  quiet ;  and  as  they 
have  very  wifely  avoided  taking  any  Share  in  thofe  Difputes  that 
have  perplexed  Europe,  they  at  the  fame  time  have  thought  it 
proper  to  keep  up  a  numerous  Body  of w  Forces,  in  order  to  ren- 
der thoir  Neutrality  refpe&ed.  * 

That  the  Reader  may  perceive,  what  we  have  advanced  irj  re- 
lation to  this  Republick  is  founded  in  Truth,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  a  ihort  Account  of  the  Countries  (he  poflefles. 
In  the firft place,  thenoble City  of  Venice,  and  the  Iflands  about 
it,  which  are  fo  populous,  have  fo  many  Manufactures,  and 
ftill  carry  on  fo  greit  a  Trade,  more  efpecially  whenever'  the 
other  Powers  of  Italy  are  at  War,  and  the  Subje&s  of  the  Re- 
publick enjoy  the  Benefit  of  her  Neutrality,  that  the  Revenue 
drawn  from  them  by  the  State,  amounts  annually  to  three  Mil- 
lions of  Ducats. 

On  the  Terra  Firma  or  Continent  of  Italy,  (he  poflefles  the 
Trevifan>  the  Paduan,  the  Vicentin,  the  Veroneze,  the  Brega- 
mafc,  the  Territory  of  Brefcia,  the  City  of  Crema  and  its  Di- 
ftrift,  and  the  Pole/in  -,  they  have  alfo  a  great  Part  of  Friuli,  of 
Ifiria,  of  Dalmatra  and  Albania  \  and  they  ftill  preferve  the 
Iflands  of  Corfu,  Zante,  Cerigof  Finnes,  Curzola  and  Cefalonia  : 
All  thefe  Countries  are  rich  and  fruitful,  and  the  Inhabitants 
drive  a  very  great  Trade  in  the  Levant  >  as  well  as  in  other  Parts 
pf  Europe. 

Gg4     '  Thft 


Digitized 


by  Google 


[  456  ] 

The  entire  Revenue  of  die  Republick  is  computed  at  about 
eight  Millions  of  Ducats,  and  the  annual  Expence  does  not 
commonly  exceed  half  that;  fo  that  in  time  of  Peace  they 
are  conftantly  laying  up  large  Sums.  Before  the  fatal  War  of 
Candia  they  had  in  their  Treafury  fifty  Millions  of  Ducats  in 
ready  Money,  exclufive  of  the  famous  Gold  Chain,  to  which 
they  anriually  added  fome  Links,  which  forty  Porters  could 
hardly  carry,  and  which  on  certain  Feftivals  was  extended  crofs 
the  Sfquare  of  St.  Mart,  for  the  Entertainment  of  the  People. 
As  they  have  now  enjoyed  Peace  thirty  Years,  it  may  be 
prefumed  that  their  Coffers  are  again  pretty  full,  fo  that  upon 
any  emergent  Neceffity,  they  would  be  able  to  make  much 
greater  Efforts  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

As  to  the  Government  of  Venice*  it  is  fo  well  known,  that 
we  need  not  defcribe  it.  We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  a  pure 
Ariftocracy,  and  though  the  Duke  has  the  Title  of  Prince,  yet 
the  Majefty  of  the  Republick  refides  in  the  Senate.  The  great 
Maxim  of  this  wife  Body,  is  to  manage  the  Government  with 
the  utmoft  Frugality,  to  encourage  Trade  as  much  as  poffible, 
and  to  preferve  Peace  as  long  as  they  are  able. 

They  have  always  a  conftant  Eye  upon  the  Turks*  and  have 
excellent  Intelligence  even  in  the  Seraglio  itfelf  j  fo  that  they 
can  hardly  be  furprized ;  and  in  time  of  Peace  they  carry  on  a 
prodigious  Commerce  in  all  Parts  of  that  Empire.  They  are 
jealous  of  the  Pope*  with  whom  they  have  many  ancient 
Grounds  of  Difpute,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  they  exclude  all 
Ecclefiafticks  from  their  Councils.  They  are  obliged  to  live  in 
ftri£t  Frichdfliip  with  the  Emperor,  tho'  it  is  certain,  that  they 
are  not  at  all  defirous  of  feeing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
Jiria  extends  itfelf  in  Italy.  They  were  heretofore  jealous  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain  for  the  fame  Reafon ;  and  very  probably  this 
Spirit  would  revive,  if  Don  Philip  fhould  gain  by  Purchale  any 
more  confiderable  Eftabliihment  in  that  Country  ;  for  the  keep- 
ing even  the  Ballance'  of  which,  they  are  as  much  or  more  con- 
cerned than  any  other  Potentate.  • 

In  former  times  the  Republick  was  ftrorigly  inclined  to  fa- 
vour France*,  the  Ambaffador  of  this  Crown  received  very  high 
Honours  at  Venice*  and  generally  fpeaking,  the  Venetian  Car- 
dinals joined  thofe  of  the  French  Faflion  in  the  Conclave  j  yet 
there  is  no  Reafon  to  prefume,  as  fome  do  froiti  hence,  that 
the  Republidc  is  governed  by  thefe  Notions  {till,  for  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  things  being  changed,  according  to  the  fettled 
Rules  of  their  Policy,  the  Conduit  of  the  Republick  mud 
change  alfo ;  and  the  very  fame  Principles  that  induced  her  to 

fide 


Digitized 


by  Google 


{  457  3 

fide  with  the  French  in  the  Conclave,  will  engage  her  now  to  a£t 
againft  them,  and  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  becaufe 
the  Family  of  Bourbon  is  become  too  potent. 

It  may  indeed  be  furmifed  that  this  State,  affe&ing  Peace  fo 
much  as  flie  does,  might  be  awed  by  the  Power  of  France ;  but 
of  this  there  is  no  fort  of  Appearance.  For  when  Lewis  XIV. 
about  171 1,  declared  at.  Rome?  Cardinal  Ottoboni,  aSubjeS  of 
the  Republics,  Prote&or  of  the  Crown  of  France,  and  his 
Eminence  had  accepted  that  Dignity,  contrary  to  the  Maxims  of 
the  Venetian  State,  which  never  permits  any  that  have  been  in 
their  Service,  to  enter  into  that  of  other  Princes ;  they  proceed- 
ed without  Delay,  and  without  Ceremony,  to  deprive  him  and 
all  his  Relations  of  the  Privilege  of  Nobility,  and  to  banifh 
them  their  Dominions.  We  may  therefore  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  Grandeur  of  this  Houfe  will  be  very  far  from  being  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Venetians. 

They  have  always  maintained,  .and  very  probably  will  con- 
tinue to  maintain,  a  clofe  Friendship  and  ftrift  Alliance  with  the 
Swifs,  there  being  a  mutual  Connection  between  their  Interefts; 
and  each  of  them  having  frequent  Occafions,  from  the  Vicinity 
of  their  Territories,  to  aflc  and  receive  Favours  from  the  other. 

They  are  likewife  bound  to  live  in  good  Intelligence  with  the 
Monarch  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  with  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuf- 
tany,  on  account  of  the  Difficulties  to  which  their  Commerce  ' 
would  be  unavoidably  liable,  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  or  even  a. 
Difference  with  either.  There  was  heretofore  a  great  Coolnefs 
between  the  Republick  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  on  account  that 
the  latter  aflumed  the  Title  of  King  of  Cyprus ;  to  which  alfo  the 
Doge  of  Venice  pretends :  And  it  is  difficult  to  believe  how  much 
this  flight  Pun&ilio  kept  thefe  two  Powers  at  a  Diftance.  But 
ftnee  the  Duke  of  Savoy  has  become  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
Situation  of  things  in  Italy  is  fo  much  changed,  that  the  Bal- 
ance is  almoft  conftantly  in  his  Hands,  the  Venetians  have  altered 
their  Meafures  j  and  it  is  certain,  that  at  prefent  there  is  a  very 
good  Correfpondence  between  that  Monarch  and  the  Republick. 

The  long  and  warm  Difputes  that  have  happened  heretofore 
between  this  Republick  and  that  of  Genoa  has  occafioned  fuch  an  - 
Inveteracy  as  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived  5  grounded  alfo  upon  a 
Pun&ilio,  the  latter  defiring'to'  be  regarded  as  an  Equal,  and  the 
former  treating  her  upon  all  Occafions  as  an  Inferior.  This  Spleen 
was  carried  farther,  during  the  fatal  War  with  Candia,  than  one 
would  have  expe&ed  from  the  Venetian  Prudence ;  for  when  the 
Genoefi  offered  very  tonfiderable  Affiftance  at  a  time  when  Ve- 
nice wanted  it  moft,  upon  Condition  that  an  Equality  (hould  fub- 
fift  for  the  future,  they  rcjc&ed  the  Propofition  with  Difdain, 
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Digitized 


byGoogk' 


[458] 

and  chofe  rather  to  run  the  Hazard  of  total  DeftruSion,  than 
to  receive  Affiftance  upon  fuch  Terms. 

Yet  even  this  Quarrel  feems  now  to  be  laid  afleep,  if  not  ex- 
tinguiihed ;  for  during  the  laft  Diftrefs  of  the  Genoefe,  it  is  very 
certain, that  the  Venetians  interpofed  not  only  with  much  Civi- 
lity, but  with  great  Earneftnefs  at  the  Court  of  Vienna  \  and  if 
we  may  depend  upon  the  Reports  that  have  been  current  in 
Italy^  the  Genoefe  received  pecuniary  Supplies  of  a  Nature  that 
fufficiently  declared  the  Depth  of  the  Purfe  from  whence  they 
were  drawn,  though  it  was  not  held  convenient  to  embark  open- 
ly in  their  Quarrel. 

Thus  by  a  brief  Enumeration  of  Fa£b,  we  have  {hewn,  that 
notwithftandirig  what  has  pafled  heretofore,  the  Republick  of 
Venice  is  ftill  in  a  Condition  to  fupport  herfelf,  and  in  no  Danger 
either  from  the  Power  of  her  Enemies,  or  of  her  Neighbours; 
that  if  (he  loves  Peace  it  is  from  wife  and  prudent  Motives,  and 
not  from  Timidity ;  that  as  Ihe  forms  no  Pretenfions  upon  her 
Neighbours,  fo  (he  is  inclined  to  live  with  them  in  the  greateft 
Harmony  imaginable ;  and  in  a  word,  that  as  (he  has  no 
Views  of  Conqueft  for  herfelf,  (he  is  bound  by  Intereft  as  well 
as  led  by  Inclination  to  give  all  the  Oppofition  po/fible  to  fuch  as 
from  ambitious  Motives  difturb  the  Peace  of  Italy. 

The  Confideration  of  this,  to  thofe  who  maturely  weigh 
thiftgs  of  fo  important  a  Nature,  will  appear  of  no  (mall  Con- 
fequence.  For  as  no  Government  in  the  Univerfe  understands 
its  own  Interefts  better,  or  purfues  them  more  clofely  than  the 
Venetian  Senate,  fo  it  is  a  mighty  thing  to  be  fecure,  tKat  no 
Temptation  will  ever  engage  this  State  to  violate  Juftice,  or 
aim  at  increafing  her  Wealth  or  her  Dominions  at  the  Expence 
of  any  of  her  Neighbours.  Befide6,  there  is  a  moral  Certain:? 
that  if  the  BALLANCE  in  this  Part  of  Chriftendom  fl»ulJ 
be  apparently  ia  Danger,  this  Comrrfonwealth  would  take  the 
Part  of  the  Oppreffed,  and  venture  all  for  pitferving  the  Free- 
dom of  Italy.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Venetian  Ambaffadors  in 
the  feveral  Courts  of  Europe  never  want  the  Means  of  infinuat- 
jng  their  Sentiments  to  the  Minifters,  and  giving  fuch  true 
Lights  in  refped  to  the  Concerns  of  Italy  ^  as  may  prevent  fa  lie 
Steps  being  taken,  and  powerfully  perfuade  the  taking  thofe 
that  are  true,  neither  of  which  would  otherwife  be  brought  to 
pafs. 
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SECT.     VIII. 

The  Prefent  State  and  Political  Inter  efts  of  the 
Republick  of  Genoa. 

THIS  Republick  made  anciently  a  very  good  Figure,  not 
only  confidered  as  a  free  State  of  Italy*  but  in  refpeft  to 
Europt  in  general.  Her  Dominions  were  large,  her  Commerce 
extenftve,  and  her  Naval  Power  extremely  formidable.  But 
according  to  the  Nature  of  all  Commonwealths,  Flu&uations 
and  Revolutions  in  Government  have  been  very  common  here ; 
and  to  them  it  has  been  chiefly  owing,  that  Genoa  has  fallen 
from  what  (he  was,  and  been  driven  at  feverai  times  to  fubmit 
herfelf,  not  only  to  the  Emperors  and  Kings  of  France,  but  to 
the  Marquifles  of  Montferrat,  the  Dukes  of  Milan,  and  other 
little  Princes. 

In  (hort,  the  Characters  given  by  ancient  Writers  of  this 
Nation  under  the  Name  of  Liguriam,  have  been  always,  and 
at  all  times,  but  too  applicable  to  the  Genoefe ;  who  from  a 
factious  Difpofition,  and  almoft  perpetual  Difafte£Hon  to  the 
Form  of  Government  under  which  they  lived,  have  kept  them- 
felves  in  continual  Difquiet,  and  loft  unaccountably  the  Ad- 
vantages derived  to  them  from  their  Trade,  and  from  their 
Situation,  which  might  otherwife  have  enabled  them  to  attain 
what  feems  after  all  to  have  been  the  utmoft  Extent  of  their 
Wifhes,  a  Power  as  great,  and  an  Eftablifhment  as  folid,  as 
that  of  their  Sifter  Republick,  Venice. 

As  to  their  prefent  Condition,  by  which  I  mean  the  Form 
of  Government  .they  are  now  under,  they  owe  it  entirely  to 
the  Virtue  of  Andrew  Doria,  who  in  1527  refcued  them  out 
of  the  Hands  of  the  French^  and  refufing  the  Sovereignty  of- 
fered him,  fixed  their  Condition  as  a  free  State,  regulating  their 
ancient  Nobility,  fo  as  to  confill  in  twenty-eight  Families, 
and  their  new  Nobles  in  twenty -four.  It  is  not  neceflary 
for  us  to  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  their  Hiftory  from  that 
time,  becaufe  they  are  well  known;  and  therefore  we  (hall 
content  ourfelves  with  faying,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Factions  between  their  old  and  new  Nobility,  which  in 
1573  rofe  fo  high  as  to  occafion  a  Civil  War,  and  their  Dif- 
putes  with  the  Duke  of  Savoyy  which  engaged  them  in  feverai 
Wars,  they  might  have  fromfchat  Period  to  this  enjoyed  Peace 
and  Plenty. 
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In  1684  they  were  feverelv  chaftifed  by  Lewis  XIV.  on  ac- 
count of  forae  Offence  he  had  taken  to  their  Condud,  or  rather 
from  a  Vanity  of  {hewing  his  Naval  Force  by  bombarding 
Genoa,  and  obliging  the  Doge,  and  four  of  the  principal  Sena- 
tors, to  repair  to  Verfaiiles,  and  make  a  Submiflion  as  little 
honourable  to  him  as  to  the  Republick.  In  the  War  occafion- 
ed  by  the  Spanijh  Succeffion  they  were  but  indifferently  treated 
by  the  Allies,  and  by  the  French  j  but  at  the  Clofe  of  it,  they 
made  themfelves  fome  amends  by  purchafing  from  the  late  Em- 
peror Charles  VI.  the  Marquifate  of  Final,  to  the  Pofleffion  of 
which  they  had  long  and  ardently  afpired. 

We  have  heard  fo  much  of  this  Matter  already,  ahd  it  is 
poffible  may  hear  fo  much  more  of  it  hereafter,  that  it  is  re- 
quifite  we  mould  fay  fomething  of  it  here ;  and  as  we  have  no 
kind  of  Prepofleffion  in  favour  of  either  Party,  we  (hall  ftate 
the  Fad  in  few  Words,  and  as  fairly  as  it  is  poffible 
The  Genoefe  had  very  old  Pretentions  upon  this  Country,  in 
Right  of  a  Mortgage  by  the  Princes  to  whom  it  belonged  ;  but 
under  colour  of  a  Felony  committed  by  one  of  thofe  Princes, 
it  was  feized  by  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  and  belonged  to  the 
Spanijh  Branch  of  that  Family.  It  was  by  this  means  that  it 
came  with  the  reft  of  the  Italian  Dominions  of  that  Houfe 
into  the  Hands  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  on  his  Behalf  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  put  a  Garrifon  into  it.  But  upon  the  Sale  of 
this  Marquifate  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  in  17 13,  the  Pied- 
montefe  Garrifon  in  Final  evacuated  it,  and  three  hundred  C&r- 
ficans  took  Pofleffion  of  it  for  the  Genoefe,  who  kept  it  till  the 
laft  War. 

But  it  is  alfo  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  Dukes  of  Save? 
hid  likewife  Pretentions  upon  this  Marquifate,  though  they 
were  not  in  a  Condition  to  aftert,  or  make  them  good  ;  and 
therefore  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Worms,  as  we 
have  (hewn  in  another  Place,  his  Sardinian  Majefty  ftipulated, 
that  upon  giving  the  Genoefe  Satisfa&ion  for  the  Money  laid  out 
in  the  Purchafe  of  this  Country,  it  ihould  belong  to  him.  This 
the  Republick  confidered  as  fo  great  an  Injury,  that  they  entered 
into  a  Treaty  with  the  French  and  Spaniards  for  their  own  Secu- 
rity, and  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Dominions j  the  Conic* 
quences  of  which  are  very  \  ell  known. 

But  with  refpe&  to  this  Marquifate,  and  the  Difpofition  of 
this  Country  by  the  Treaty  of  Worms,  there  are  three  Points 
thatdeferve  well  to  be  confidered.  The  fr/l  is,  That  what- 
ever Rights  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  had  to  this  Country,  they 
could  not  be  piejudiced   by  the  Emperor's  Sale  of  it  to  the 
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Genoife ;  and  therefore  there  was  no  Injuftice  in  the  King  of 
Sardinia's  taking  Advantage  of  that  critical  Conjun&ure  to  avail 
himfelf  pf  the  Pretenfions  of  his  Family. 

TYizfecond  is,  That  the  Genoefe  were  to  have  a  Satisfaction  for 
this  Marquifate ;  and  tho'  it  might  be  true,  that  both  their  In- 
terefts  and  their  Inclinations  led  them  to  prefer  the  Pofleffion 
of  Final  to  any  Equivalent  that,  could  be  given  them  for  it,  yet 
this  ought  not  to  be  a  Rule  to  other  Powers,  whofe  Interefts  and 
Inclinations  were  on  the  Side  of  his  Sardinian  Majeftyi  This 
will  appear  ftill  plainer,  if  we  confider  that  it  is  not  out  of 
any  real  Affe&ion  for  the  Republick  of  Genoa,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  contended  for  maintaining  her  in  the  Pofleffion  of 
this  Country,  but  for  the  Sake  of  keeping  her  in  Dependence, 
and  keeping  at  the  fame  Time  Final  from  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
The  Allies  therefore,  who  had  the  fame  Reafon  to  wifh  this 
Country  in  the  Hands  of  that  Prince,  had  the  fame  Right  to 
employ  their  Power  for  the  Accomplifhment  of  their  Wifies  in 
this  Refped. 

The  third  Point  is,  That  the  Defire  of  making  this  Altera- 
tion was  not,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  either  wanton  or  arbitrary; 
on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  have  been  founded  upon  Prin- 
ciples of  good  Policy  j  for  on  the  one  hand,  as  it  would  have . 
immediately  opened  a  Communication  between  the  Dominions 
of  his  Sardinian^  Majefty  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  which  is. 
apparently  of  the  higheft  Confequence  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Tranquillity  and  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy ;  fo  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  provided  that  it  fhould  be  equally  beneficial 
to  Commerce,  by  an  exprefs  Stipulation  that  Final  (hould  be 
made  a  free  Port,  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  for  the  lame  Pur- 
pofes,  as  Leghorn* 

But  none  of  thefe  Coniiderations  weighing  with  the  Genoefe, 
they  ventured  the  Subverfion  of  their  State  for  the  Sake  of  pre- 
ferving  this  Territory,  which  neverthelels  was  taken  from  them 
by  the  Chance  of  War,  together  with  Savona,  which  is  ano- 
ther fine  Port,  that  they  have  long  ago  filled  up  and  rendered 
ufelefs,  for  the  Sake  of  confining  the  Commerce  of  that  Part 
of  Italy  to  their  own  Harbour;  which,  how  coniiftent  it  isr 
with  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  the  general  Intereft  of  othef 
trading  Countries,  I  (ball  not  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
One  thing  however  is  very  clear,  that  a  State  which  con- 
fiders  nobody's  Intereft  but  her  own,  has  no  great  Reafon  to 
expe£fc  that  other  States  (hould  confider  her  Intereft  more  than 
their  own. 
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The  Dominions  of  this  State  confift  of  the  Countries  extend- 
ihg  along  the  Sea-coaft,  on  both  Sides,  from  the  City  of 
Genoa*  which  are  ftiled  the  Eaftern  and  Wcftern  Riview. 
This  Word  in  Italian  fignifies  a  Strand;  and  indeed  the  Country 
is  very  little  better,  having  high,  craggy,  and  almoft  impafiable 
Mountains  behind  it.  Thefe  however  are  not  fo  barren  as 
they  are  reprefented,  every  little  Valley,  and  indeed  every  Spot 
of  Ground  that  will  admit  of  it,  being  cultivated  and  improved 
to  the  utmoff  5  fo  that  Fruits,  Oil,  and  Silk,  are  raifed  here  to 
great  Advantage. 

The  Ifland  of  Corfica  belongs  alfo  to  this  Republick  j  it  is 
reckoned  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  Miles  in  Circumfe- 
rence. It  abounds  with  all  Sorts  of  Provifions ;  the  Wines  are 
thought  tolerable,  and  if  long  kept,  are  little  if  at  all  inferior 
to  thofc  of  Spain.  Honey,  Wax,  and  Salt,  are  the  ftaple 
Commodities  of  the  Country ;  There  are  feveral  good  Fifhe- 
ries  upon  its  Coafts,  and  fome  Iron  Mines  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Bland*  The  Severity  of  the  Genoefe  Government  on  one  fide, 
arid  the  feditious,  and  turbulent  Spirit  of  the  Natives  on  the 
other,  have  hitherto  hindered  Corfica  from  making  any  Figure 
in  Europe  ;  which,  if  thefe  Obftacles  were  removed,  it  might 
certainly  do. 

The  Revenues  of  the  Republick  are  very  far  from  being  con- 
fiderable,  nor  is  the  Trade  thereof  near  fo  great  as  it  was  y  how- 
ever both  are  ftill  capable  of  being  recovered.  The  private  Pcr- 
fons  in  this  City,  of  great  Families,  arc  commonly  rich,  and 
have  large  Eftates,  fome  in  Naples  and  Sicily*  others  in  Spain, 
and  not  a  few  in  the  Italian  Dominions  belonging  to  the  Houfe 
of  Aujbria ;  which  is  attended  with  great  Inconveniencies,  as 
throwing  them  into  Interefts  inconfiftent  with,  or  diredly  oppo- 
fite  to  thofe  of  their  Country. 

The  Conftitution  of  Genoa  is  of  a  mixt  Nature,  but  feeros 
from  Experience  to  be  but  ill-contrived,  as  having  fo  much 
of  an  Ariftocracy  as  to  make  the  People  uneafy,  and  yet  lb 
much  of  a  Derhocracy  as  to  keep  up  a  continual  Ferment. 
TheDoge,  or  Duke,  is  eledted  every  two  Years,  during  which 
time  he  refides  in  the  Palace,  is  maintained  at  the  publick 
Expence,  has  Guards  and  other  Enfigns  of  princely  Dignity, 
and  twelve  Counfellors  continually  about  him,  ftiled  the  Seig^ 
nory,  in  whom  the  Majefty  of  the  Republick  refides  ;  but  with 
regard  to  the  Dernier  Rejbrt,  or  Legiflative  Power,  it  is  veft- 
eaih  the  great  Council,  which  confiits  of  four  hundred.  And 
this,  in  few  Words,  is   a  clear  Detail  of  that  Government, 
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which  fome  Writers  have  affe&ed  to  obfcurd  by  Jorig  and  per- 
plexed Accounts,  that  are  very  little  to  the  Purpofe. 

The  ruling  Maxim  in  this  State,  is  the  maintaining  good 
Government  at  home,  and  Peace  with  all  its  Neighbours,  which 
if  fteadily  purfued  would  fpeedily  change  the  Face  of  her  Af- 
fairs ;  and  though  there  is  very  little  Probability  that  (he  (hould 
ever  recover  her  former  Power  and  Greatnefs,  yet  (he  might 
certainly  rife  to  fuch  a  Meafure  of  it,  as  might  free  her  from 
many  Appreheniions  of  her  Neighbours.  Her  Situation  for 
Trade  is  fo  convenient,  and  in  Time  of  Peace  Money  is  to  be 
had  there  at  fo  low  lntereft,  that  without  doubt  their  Mer- 
chants might  carry  on  a  much  greater  Commerce  than  they  do, 
if  they  were  not  fo  fond  of  Banking,  which  though  in  fome 
meafure  advantageous,  is  in  other  Refpe&s  very  inconvenient  to 
the  State.  Her  Difputes  with  the  King  of  Sardinia  have  been 
always  detrimental  to  her  Interefts,  and  of  late  had  well  nigh 
been  deftru&ive.  The  Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  has  coropro- 
mifed,  or  rather  filenced  thofe  Difputes  for  a  time,  which 
however  may  poffibly  make  way  for  fome  new  Alliance  truly 
definitive  in  that  Refped,  fince  without  it  one  Power  cannot  be 
long  eafy,  or  the  other  fecure, 

SECT.    IX. 

A  fuccinSl  Account  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  their 
Allies  and  SubjeSls. 

THERE  are  very  few  Nations  that  are  lefs,  and^ret  hardly 
any  in  Europe  deferve  to  be  better,  known  than  the  Swifs. 
They  are  placed  in  a  Country  which,  though  furrounded  with 
.  Rocks,  and  in  a  manner  inaccdfible,  yet  is  very  confiderable, 
and  of  great  Confequence  from  its  Situation,  as  will  very  fully 
appear  from  as  fuccind  a  Defcription  of  it  as  can  be  given. 

Their  Dominions  are  bounded  on  the  North  by  Part  of  Alface, 
the  Black  Foreft*  and  the  Circle  of  Suabia ;  on  the  Eaft  by  the' 
County  of  Tyrol\  on  the  South  by  the  Duchies  of  Savoy  and 
Milan,  by  the  Territories  of  Befgamo  and  Brefcia ;  and  on  thtf 
Weft  by  the  Francbe  Compte,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  (tiled,  the 
County  of  Burgundy. 

It  appears  from  hence  that  they  have  for  Neighbours  the 
Subjects  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  thofe  of  the  Crown  of  France^ 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the  State  of  Fenite.  We  need  ttm 
other  Account  to  give  us  very  high  Notions  of  the  Force  and 

Bravery 


Digitized 


byGcrogk 


U«4] 

Bravery- of  this  Nation,  than  the  bare  Obfervation,  that  they 
have  not  only  preferved  their  Freedom  in  fpite,  but  have  been 
alfo  always  formidable  to  the  mod:  potent  of  their  Neighbours  : 
Yet  their  Country  is  very  far  from  being  large  $  in  Length  fome- 
what  lefs  than  three  hundred,  and  in  Breadth  very  little  more 
than  a  hundred  Miles. 

Before  we  proceed  farther,  it  will  be  requifite  to  give  feme 
Account  of  the  Diftribution  of  thofe  People.  The  Inhabitants 
of  Switzerland  then  may  be  divided  into  three  Parts :  Firft y  the 
Swifs  properly  fo  called,  or  the  thirteen  Cantons ;  which  {land 
in  the  following  Order.  1.  Zurich.  2.  Bern.  3.  Lucent.  4.  Wi^ 
5.  Switz.  6.  Underwald.  7.  Zug.  8.  Glaris.  9.  Bazil  or  Baft. 
10*  Friburg.  11.  Solutbum.  12.  Schaffhaufen.  And  13.  ApperrxA. 
Of  which  the  Proteftant  Cantons  are  Zurich*  Bern*  Bazil,  and 
Schaffhaufen*  with  above  two  Thirds  of  the  Canton  of  Gloria 
and  more  than  half  of  Appenzeh*  the  People  in  the  reft  are  all 
Roman  Catholicks. 

Secondly*  The  Subjefts-  of  the  Switzers*  which  are  either 
fuch  Towns  and  Bailliages  as  belong  to  them  all,*  or  to  feveral 
in  common,  or  that  depend  upon  feveral  Cantons.  Of  the  for- 
mer they  reckon  nine;  viz*  the  County  of  Baden*  Ac  Free 
Villages*  the  Counties  of  Turgovy*  Sargantz*  and  Rbintal*  and 
the  four  Italian  Bailliages  of  Lugano*  Locarno*  Mendrifco*  and 
Vabnodia\  to  which  we  muft  add  the  three  Cities  without  Ter- 
ritory, viz.  Boemgarten*  Mellingen*  and  Rapper/wail.  The 
four  Bailliages  of  Lugano*  Locarno*  Mendrifco*  and  Valmsdia, 
were  difmembered  from  the  Duchy  of  Milan*  and  belong  to  all 
the  Cantons  except  Jppenzel*  which  at  that  time  was  not  ad- 
mitted into  the  Alliance.  Three  other  Bailliages  in  Italy*  viz, 
BeUinzona*  Valbrima*  and  Riviera*  were  conquered  by  the  Can- 
tons of  Zurich*  Switz*  and  Underwald*  from  the  Dukes  of  Milan. 
The  little  Territory  of  Alfax*  and  the  County  of  fVerdenbergh* 
both  feated  on  the  Rhine*  belong,  the  former  to  the  Canton  of 
Zurich*  and  the  latter  to  that  of  Glaris.  The  Bailliage  of  Gaf 
teren  belongs  to  the  Cantons  of  Switz  and  Glaris  *  and  the  Can- 
tons of  Bern  and  Friburg  poflefs  the  four  Bailliages  of  M&rat* 
Gremton*  Echeltns*  Stuartzenburg*  which  they  conquered  from 
the  Dukes  of  Savoy. 

Thirdly*  The  Allies  of  the  Switzers  are  th'e  Grifim*  who 
are  divided  into  three  Leagues,  that  of  the  Grifons,  of  the 
Houfe  of  God*  and  of  the  Ten  Jurifdiclions.  They  are  partly 
Proteftants,  and  partly  Papifts,  and  have  alfo  a  coniiderable 
conquered  Country  that  belongs  to  them.  The  Town  and 
County  of  HeufchateL>  of  which  we  have  ftiewn  elfewhere  the 
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king  b£  /Va^w  is  Sovereign ;  the  Abbot  and  Cfty  of  $* 
G*#,  the  little  Republick  of  Wallis,  which  the  German*  call 
IValBs-Landi  the  City  and  Republick  of  Geneva;  the  Town 
of  itomi*  or  2fc/,  which  is  allied  to  the  Canton  of  Bern  $  and 
the  Town  Of  Mulbauftn  not  far  from  £4/?/,  ttfr  which  it  is 
allied. 

It  is  not  td  be  expe&ed  that  we  flibuld  ehter  into  a  long  De- 
tail either  Hiftorical  or  Political,  concerning  thefe  People,  for 
that  would  require  a  conftderable  Volume,  whereas  what  wc 
have  to  fay  about  them  muft  be  confined  within  a  very  narrow 
Compafs.  There  is  hardly  one  of  the  Canton's  Stated,  or  Citiei 
beforementioiied,  that  agrees  with  another  in  Point  of  Govern- 
ment; and  indeed  every  kind  of  Government  that  ever  was  in- 
vented, is  to  be  found  amongft  them ;  yet  they  are  all  maintain- 
ed under  their  reTpe&ive  Forms,  and  in  their  refpe&ive  Rights, 
ftom  that  common  Love  of  Freedom  and  Juftice,  which  prevails 
generally  among  the  whole  Nation. 

The  greateft  Part  of  their  Country  te  the  moft  fugged  in 
its  Appearance,  and  naturally  the  moft  barren  in  its  Soil  of  any 
in  Europe ;  and  yet  by  dint  of  Labour  and  Cultivation  they 
render  it  tolerably  fruitful.  All  their  Cities  are  well  built,  po> 
pulous,  and  many  of  their  Inhabitants  live  pretty  much  at  their 
Eafe,  which  is  owing  partly  to  their  Induftry,  and  partly  to  their 
Frugality.  The  Gentry  of  Switzerland,  notwithftanding  what 
is  commonly  reported  of  them,  are,  geherally  fpeaking,  tolera* 
bly  educated,  and  from  their  feeing  foreign  Countries,  common* 
\y  well  bred.  Their  Traders  have1  great  Privileges,  and  fome  of 
them  are  in  wealthy  Circumftances  ;  and  as  for  their  Peafants, 
they  are  very  hardy  and  laborious.  As  their  Wotoejn  are  juft* 
]y  reputed  very  honeft  as  well  as  very  good  Houfe-wives,  (5 
they  are  generally  fpeaking  very  proufick,  and  their  Country 
being  but  narrow,  this  lays  them  under  an  abfolute  Necdfity  of 
fending  out  Numbers  every  Year  to  feek  their  Bread  in  foreign 
Countries. 

As  they  are  naturally  of  a  martial  Difpofition,  and  accuftora- 
ed  to  Arms  from  their  Youth,  they  ufually  feek  fome  fo- 
reign Service  or  other;  thofe  of  the  Popifh  Cantons  go  into 
the  French  and  Spanijh  Pay  ;  thofe  of  the  Proteftants,  and  not " 
a  few  of  the  Popifh  likewife,  into  that  of  the  States  General  % 
but  wherever  they  are,  they  have  the  Honour  to  be  account- 
ed as  good  Troops  as  any  •  in  the  World.  After  fome  Years 
Service  more  or  lefs,  accoroing  to  their  Contracts,  the  private 
Men  return  home,  though  their  Corps  remain  ftill  in  foreign 
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Service,,  and  are  from  time  to  time  filled  up  wtA  fajh  R* 
cruits. 

^  It  is  jawing  to  thefe  People  who  have  ferved  abroad,  both  0£ 
ficers  and  Soldiers,  that  the  Swifs  are  never  at  a  lofs  for  as  large 
and  well-difciplined  an  Army  as  any  Government  in  Europe  am 
raife,  which  aie  at  the  fame  time  the  Guardians  of  their  own 
Liberty,  and  the  Protectors  of  their  Neighbours  Freedom.  Nei« 
ther  is  their  Power  grounded  only  on  Opinion,  for  they  have 
defended  themfelves  at  different  times  againft  moft  of  the  great 
Powers  in  Europe  and  though  they  have  been  foraetimes  out- 
witted, yet  they  were  never  beaten,  or  t educed  to  demand  Peace, 
by  any  Power  whatever*  fo  that  they  may  be  juftly  confidcred, 
taking  in  their  Situation  and  their  Militia,  as  the  rtoft  uacwh 
querable  People  in  Europe. 

It  is  very  difficult,  perhaps  hardly  poffible,  to  maketjuft 
Computation  of  the  Force  of  the  Swift.  Some  fay,  that  die 
Canton  of  Bern  alone  can  bring  into  the  Field  one  hundred 
thoufand  Men ;  but  thofe  who  (ay  this  allow,  that  they  could 
not  maintain  them  for  any  time.  Things  are  much  changed 
.With  this  Nation  from  what  they  were  formerly ;  for  they 
have  now  feveral  good  Fortrefles,  though  heretofore  thet  bill 
.none.  Many  of  the  Gentry  of  Switzerland  are  very  able  Sotef- 
jnenr  as  well  as  experienced  Officers,  and  fifth  in  former 
times  verv  were  fcarce.  Several  of  the  Cantons  are  now  very 
rich,  and  befides  vaft  Sums  that  they  have  locked  up  at 
home,  have  alio  great  Wealth  m  foreign  Banks,  and  particu- 
larly in  our  Funds.  Every  great  City  is  well  furnifhed  with 
Artillery,  and  at  Bern  and  Zurich  they  have  Field  and  Batter- 
ing Trains  of  Brafs  Cannon*  than  which,  there  ere  few  better 
jn  Europe. 

.  Yet  with  all  this  Force  they  are  not  in  the  leaft  formidable  to 
-thofe  that  live  near  them,  fince  they  are  without  doubt  die 
very  beft  Neighbours  in  the  World  j  fo  void  of  Ambition,  tk 
they  have  no  Idea  of  Conqueft ;  fuch  Lovers  of  Juftice,  that 
the  very  Report  of  Oppreflion  will  bring  them  to  the  Relief  of 
theDiftrefled.  By  this  means  the  City  of  Geneva  has  been  rf- 
ten*  and  will  probably  be  always  protected  againft  two  very 
formidable  Powers,  one  the  moft  en^rprizing,  and  the  other 
the  moft  ambitious  in  Europe* 

.  Thofe  who  have  treated  of  the  Intereft  of  the  Swifs*,  fcetn  0 
think  that  they  may  be  fome  time  or  other  in  Danger  fa* 
France;  but  of  this  there  feems  to  be  at  prefent  very  little  Ap- 
pearance,   For  in  the  firft  place,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  wty 
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tile  French  fhould  quarrel  with  them,  fincc  as  themfelves  atfofc& 
and  indeed  all  the  World  *  knows,  the  Swifs  Troops  in  their 
Pay  make  the  Flower  of  their  Infantry.  It  is  in .  the  next 
place  Very  difficult  to  apprehend  why  the  Swifs  fliould  quarrel 
with  the  French  from  whom  it  is  certain  they  receive  consi- 
derable Advantages,  It  is  true,  that  the  Swifs  are  open  on  the 
Side  of  the  Ffanche  Compte  \  and  it  has  been  thought  a  great 
Overfighffn  this  Nation  \6  let  the  French  become  Matters  of 
it;  but  in  all  Probability  they  depended  upon  their  natural 
Strength;  and  within  lefs  than  half  a  Century,  when  Franfd 
talked  very  big,  and  threatened  in  relation  to  the  Sovereignty 
of  Neufchatel  and  Valingeny  the  Swifs  were  fo  far  from  Blow- 
ing any  Concern  about  it,  that  they  were  ready  to  have  taken 
up  Arms,  if  Lewis  XIV.  had  not  immediately  changed  hit* 
Language. 

As  for  the  Houfe  of  jfsi/lria,  they  will  never  attack  or  offend 
the  Swifs  for  fear  of  throwing  them  into  the  Arms  of  France^ 
and  there  is  no  other  Potentate  in  Condition  to  difturb  them. 
The  only  Point  of  their  Intereft  which  they  feem  not  perfe6Hy 
to  imderftand,  is  the  Power  they  have  of  prote&ing  Italy ;  for 
if  the  Princes  of  this  Country  could  be  brought  to  enter  into  a 
Treaty  of  perpetual  Neutrality,  and  could  prevail  upon  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  in  Confideration  of  an  annual  Subfidy,  to  Join 
in  it,  and  keep  up  a  conftant  Body  of  Troops,  to  give  Weight 
to  that  Neutrality,  the  Ballance  there  might  be  effectually  fettled  * 
"but  private  Interefts,  and  the  ambitious  Views  of  fmafi  Princes 
as  well  as  great,  render  this  a  thing  not  fo  much  to  be  hoped 
for  as  wiihed. 

Thus  we  have  made  the  compleat  Tour  of  Italy*  and  have 
taken  a  View  of  all  the  Kingdoms,  Principalities,  and  Re- 
publicks,  of  which  it  confifts,  Lucca  and  St.  Marino  excepted, 
which  are  not  of  Confequence  enough  to  claim  a  Place  in  a 
Work  of  this  Kind.  We  have  feen  the  comparative  Strength, 
and  the  natural  Interefts  of  all  thefe  Powers,  from  whence  it 
manifeftly  appears,  that  every  one  of  the  Potentates  have  in  rea- 
lity but  one  great  Obje&  which  ought  to  abforb  all  their  Views, 
and  that  is  the  Maintenance  of  the  Peace  of  Italy  y  which  thejr 
have  Force  fufficient  to  accomfriifh,  and  which  if  they  could 
agree  upon  a  general  Treaty  of  Neutrality  and  Guaranty, 
might  very  probably  be  maintained  without  any  Force  at  all, 
that  is  without  keeping  up  Land  Forces  for  that  Purpofe,  dif- 
tinfl  from  thofe,  which  every  Power  will  Judge  is  requifite 
to  keep  on  foot,  for  the  Safety  of  its  own  Dominions.  This 
Would  enable  them  to  turn  the  Cares  of  their  refpe&ive  Go- 
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yernmenta  to  .their  proper  Subject,  the  Welfare  of  their  FbopTc, 
1>y  employing  them  in  the  Improvement  of  the  Countries  they 
jnhabit,  and  reviving  that  Commerce,  which  was  once,  and 
might  be  again  the  Glbry  of  Italy.  This  the  Reader  ought 
not  to  regard  as  the  vifionary  Scheme  of  a  private  political  Wri* 
"ter,  unacquainted  with  the  Manners,  Notions,  and  Defigns  of 
the  Italian  Powers,  fince  it  is  really  a  thing  in  which  their 
own  Authors  agree,  and  which  in  its  Nature  is  as  capable  of 
.  Demonftration  as  any  thing  of  this  kind  can  be,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  taken  as  a  certain  and  eftablilhed  Truth,  to  which, 
however  repugnant  the  Pra&ices  of  Men  have  been,  or  may  be, 
it  yet  remains,  and  will  ever  remain  unaltered  in  itfelf,  and  con- 
sequently worthy  the  Attention  of  thofe,  who  from  a  rational 
.and  well-grounded  Principle  of  true  Policy,  wifh  well  to  Man- 
kind, and  defire  rather  to  fee  them  eafy  and  happy,  than  poor 
and  opprefled,  and  their  Countries  rich  and  flourifeing,  than 
barren  and  uncultivated,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  God  and 
*Man. 

We  have  likewife  feen  what  indeed  could  be  feen  no  other 
way,  from  a  fuccinft  Dedu&ion  of  their  refpe&ive  Interefis, 
from  Hiftory,  what  the  real  Sources  are  of  that  Condud  which 
has  hitherto  countera&ed,  and  will  probably  continue  to 
hinder  their  Concurrence  in  eftablilhing  this  plain  and  falu- 
tary  Syftem.  We  have  feen  in  Italy  what  may  alfo  be  feen 
in  the  North,  in  Qermanyy  and  indeed  every  where  elfe7  that 
the  Ambition  pf  Princes,  the  Defire  of  aggrandizing  certain 
auguft  Families,  the  pernicious  Inclination  of  purfuing  pri- 
vate and  particular  *  Views,  inconfiftent  with  univerfal  Pro- 
sperity, and  confequently  inconfiftent  with  themfelves,  have 
feduced  thofe  who  have  the  Power  of  commanding  others, 
to  enter  into  Confederacies  upon  plaufible  Appearances,  and 
'generally  fpeaking  with  a  fallacious  Promife  of*  fupporting 
that  Equality,  Indepfcndcncy,  and  Tranquillity  they  weare  really 
calculated  to  deftroy^  and  we  have  feen  to  how  little  Purpofe 
long  and  bloody  Wars  have  been  carried  on,  immenfe  Trea- 
fures  fquandered,  the  real  Welfare  of  the  People  negle&ed,  till 
through  downright  Weaknefs  and  Wearinefs,  all .  Parties  have 
been  content  to  let  their  Quarrels  reft,  till  they  recovered 
"Strength,  and  compafied  the "Means  of  reviving  them  again; 
we  have  feen  that  as  fatal,  and  as  fruitlefs,  as  thefe  Contentions 
have  been,  the  Seeds  of  them  ftill  remain,  and  we  have  too 
much  Reafon  to  fear  will  ihoot  once  more  even  in  our  Times. 
We  have  feen  this,  but  to  what  Purpofe  ?  To  defpair  per- 
haps of  ever  feeing  it  otherwife,  but  not  to  defpair  of  feeing 
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ftat  Ruin  of  the  Ballance  of  Power,  that  total  Confufion,  and 
entire    Subje&ion    of  this  fine  Country    to  the  Lufts  of  an-   . 
ambitious  family,   prevented;  if  not  from. a  generous  Zeal 
for  Liberty,  yet  by  a  dextrous  Management  of  repugnant  In—, 
terefts,  and  combining  the  Views  for  private  Advantages  fo  as  ' 
to  anfwer,  in  fome  meafure,  the  Ends  of  a  virtuous  and  publick 
Spirit. 

To  fee,  and  to  underftand  this  thoroughly,  (till  is,  and  al- 
ways has  been  a  Point  of  very  high  Confequence  even  to  thofe 
who  have  no  other  Concern  in  Matters  of  this  Kind,  than  to*, 
know  when  they  go  wrong,  and  when  they  go  right,  what; 
political  Meafures  are  undertaken  upon  juft,  prudent,  and 
practicable  Principles,  when  enteVed  upon  without  due  Confi* 
deration,  to  anfwer  fome  immediate,  and  yft  unneceffary  End, 
or  upon  Grounds  falfe  or  ftudioufly  mifreprefented  j  this  I  calt 
not  only  an  entertaining,  ufeful,  and  noble  Part  of  Knowledge* 
in  comparifon  of  thofe  little  mean  and  trifling  Studies  that 
frequently  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  without  adofoing  or 
elevating  the  Mind,  but  alfo  a  weighty  and  important  Science,* 
becaufe  it  puts  it  in  our  Power  to  be  a  Check  upon  thofe 
who  have  the  Direction  of  our  Finances  and  naval  Power 
to  difcover  their  Mtftakes,  or  their  wHfully  facrificing  nation- 
al Concerns  to  mintfterial  Interefts,  and  on  the  other  hand 
gives  us  the  Capacity  of  exploding  the  plaufible  Harangues  of 
falfe  Patriots,  who  by  a  theatrical  Delivery,  and  pathetick  Dic- 
tion, <3iftract  the  Minds  of  the  Vulgar,  and  excite  their  Paf- 
fions  againft  thofe  whofe  Conduit,  for  want  of  proper  Lights, 
it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  underftand.  We  may  therefore  be 
convinced,  that  how  vain  a  thing  foever  it  may  be  to  hope, 
that  political  Perfection  from  Men  in  publick  Office,  which  » 
never  to  be  expe&ed  among  them,  confidered  in  their  private  Ca«* 
pacities,  yet  it  is  really  worth  while  to  know  wherein  that  Per- 
fection confifts,  and  the  Methods  by  which  it  may  be  approach* 
*d,  tho'  not  absolutely  attained. 

But  to  refume  our  Subject.  Thofe  who  have  truly  at  Heart 
the  maintaining  the  Ballance  in  Italy*  muft  be  fure  to  have  it 
conftantly  in  their  Eye,  and  to  watch  carefully  all  the  Step* 
that  may  be  purfued  to  fubvert  it.  It  is  true,  that  Steps  of  this 
kind  may  be  taken  without  any  direct  Breach  of  Treaties, 
and  in  that  Cafe,  it  may  not  be  -pofiible  to  prevent  them, 
perhaps  not  prudent  to  intermeddle  with  therh  y.  but  it  may 
be  very  reafonable  to  remonftrate  to  fuch  of  the  Italian  Powers 
as  are  neutral  in  fuch  Transitions,  the  Confequences  that 
spay  attend  them,  to  which   thofe  Powers  would  willingly 
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hearken,  btcaufe  it  is  their  true  and  natand  Iatereft;  an4  j{ 
is  alio  vefy  far  from  being  improbable,  that  they  may  in  return 
faggtft  Methods  proper  and  enc&ual  for  the  Prevention  of  fuch 
£vUs  as  are  juftly  feared  from  them ;  for  as  they  are  firft  to  be 
capofed  to  them,  fo  it  is  impoffible  that  they  fhould  be  the  laft 
ifx  considering  and  comprehending  them.  This  may  in  time 
produce  Treaties  of  another  Nature  than  this  Age  has  fan, 
founded  not  on  Views  of  private  Intereft,  or  Ambition,  hut  on 
the  foW  BaGs  of  publick  Utility,  not  haftily  negotiated  to  fervc 
a  particular  End,  but  thoroughly  weighed,  and  maturely  conk 
dered  before  they  are  concluded. 

Hiflory  will  inform  us,  that  heretofore,  and  even  fo  late  a* 
the  laft  general  War  occasioned  by  the  Stanijb  Succeffion,  the 
Commonwealths  of  Venice  and  Genoa,  the  rope,  and  the  Grand 
Puke,  were  always  neutral,  and  other  Princes  would  have  been 
fo  if  they  could.  It  mull  be  confefied,  that,  things  have  fine; 
changed  their  Appearance;  but  if  this  proves  ibmething  againft 
fur  Notion  ia  one  ]le4pe6t,  it  proves  more  for  it  in  another, 
fpr  as  they,  have  changed,  they  may  change  again.  There  is  a 
certain  great  Prince  of  Italy,  whom  upon  this  Occafion  I  will 
not  ntme,  that  may  find  it  expedient  tq  make  a  Semblance  of 
fhaagjng  his  Maxims,  for  doing  which,  he  cannot  be  made  re- 
{wnfible  by  his  former  Allies,  fince  they  fettled  and  changed 
their  Plan  without  him ;  but  beyond  queftion  that  Prince  will 
go  no  farther  in  a  bad  Road  than  Neceffity  carries  him,  and 
whenever  he  fees  a  tolerable  Provifion  made  for  the  Support  of 
the  true  Interefts  of  Italy*  be  will  follow  the  Example  of  his 
Anceftoro,  and  recur  to  the  Interefts  of  his  true  Friends,  and 
the  Maintenance  of  the  old  Caufe  with  Pleafure.  There  can 
be  no  queftion  that  the  Swt/s  .Cantons  and  their  Allies  would 
countenance  fuch  a  Defign  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power ;  and' 
if  it  fbould  be  fuggefled  that  theyHhrive  by  Wars,  the  Anfwer 
is  obvious,  provided  thofc  Wars  are  at  a  Diftance,  and  con- 
fequendy  not  in  Italy.  A  deferifive  Alliance  like  this  might 
have  always  Strength  fufficient  to  keep  the  Ballance  even,  by 
joining  their  Forces  to  thofc  of  the  weaker  Side,  difclaimmg 
all  ambitious  Defigns  of  Conqueft,  and  preforibing  as  the  fettled 
Terms  of  Peace,  every  State's  being  content  with  its  own 
Dominions/  One  fuccefsful  Trial  of  this  Sort  would  be  fuffi- 
fient;  for  when  certain  reftkfs  and  ambitious  Powers  few  an 
Alliance  fubflfting  upon  fuch  Principles,  they  would  judge  it 
proper  not  only  co  fubmit  to,  but  alfo  to  fulfil  their  Treaties, 
^  thing  otherwile  not  be  expofled. 
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The  only  formidable  Objt^pon  <jbat  can  be  made  ^>  this 
Scheme,  is  die  Want  of  external  Aftftance  of  Force  and  Mo- 
ney, feecaufe  Experieace  ft  ewe,  that  the  beft  difpofed  States 
in  Italy  are  not  inclined  to  Tifque  their  own  Safety,  by  entering 
ioto  a  League  for  thefe  falutary  Purpbfes,  to  countenance  which, 
however,  fame  fuccefsful  Precedents  might  be  mentioned  ki 
former  Times.  But  the  true  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  muft 
arte  from  (hewing,  that  there  are  in  Europe  certain  Powers, 
that  have  no  other  foreign  Intereft  but  that  of  fupporting  the 
Balbnce,  and  that  in  this  they  have  £>  near  a  Concern,  as>  to' 
render  them  always  willing  to  venture  both  their  Foroe3  *ad 
•heir  Treafures  to  preferve  the  Freedom  and  Independency  si 
their  Neighbours  and  Allies,  And  this  fully  obviauea  the.Oha 
je&ion,  and  plainly  proves  that  it  is  not  only  poffiMe,  but 
practicable  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  promote  the  Profpemj* 
©f  Udy,  in  cafe  thofe  Italian  Potentates  that  have  no  prtvgul 
Interefts  incompatiWe  with  that  of  the  Puhlick,  will  exer* 
themfelves,  and  concur  fo  make  fuch  Meafures  effectual  as  are 
reguifue  for  their  own  Prefervation.  To  be  Spectators  to  Mif- 
chiefs  they  cannot  prevent,  is  a  great  Misfortune,  yet  ho  Crime ; 
but  to  look  upon  a  Fire  at  its  fir-ft  breaking  out,  without  ufing 
the  Means  to  quench  it  which  are  in  their  own  Hands,  tiU 
the  Conflagration  becomes  irrefiftibie,  is  Madnefs  and  Folly, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  fufpe&ed  in  thofe  Governments,  -which 
have  been  for  Ages  celebrated  for  a  fteady  Adherence  to  wife 
Maxims*  But  it  is  now  high  time  to  leave  Italy 9  the  Inte- 
refts of  which  have  been  fo  largely  difcuffed  for  Reafons  already 
affigned,  and  which  to  the  ingenious  and  well-meaning  Reader 
cannot  but  prove  fatisfa&ory  j  and  to  proceed  without  Delay  to 
what  remains,  in  order  to  compleat  otfr  political  View  of  the 
Interefts  of  Chriftendom. 

This  leads  us  to  fpeak  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  firft  of 
ifcitRepublicky  who  tho'  the  laft  erected,  is  by  far  the  moil 
powerful  ift  Europe*  the  United  Provinces,  and  then,  by 
Way  of  Conclufion,  of  the  foreign  Interefts  •/'Great  Bri- 
tain. Thefe  were  defigned  to  be  the  lafl»  Chapters  of  the 
Book,  becaufe  our  Intention  was  not  barely  to  amufe  and  en-> 
tertain  the  Reader  with  hiftorical  Relations  and  political  Re* 
marks,  but  to  make  them  fubfervient  to  more  ufeful  Purpofes, 
by  infpiring  a  true  Senfe  of  what  is  meant  by  Publick  Li* 
bejlty,  the  Independency  of  Europe,  and  the  Common 
Causer  Terms  that  ought  by  no  means  to  be  confounded 
with  the  Cant  Words  of  a  ratty,  calculated  to  amufe  the  Minds, 
bewilder  the  Uaderftandings,  and  inflame  the  Paffions  of  the 
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Vulgar  %  but  decent  tad  proper  Jfyreffions  of  things  that  cocw 
cern  the  Peace,  the  Safety  and  Profperity  of  Mankind,  which 
it  behoves  thofe  who  aim  at  diftinguifhing  themfelves  from  the 
Herd,  clearly  to  comprehend,  thoroughly  to  digeft,  zealouilyto 
maintain,  as  far  as  their  Sphere  of  Anion  extends.  Happy 
$he  Man  !  who  in  an  Age  like  this  could  fet  fo  glorious  a  Sub- 
ject in  a  Light  fo  true,  as  that  it  fhould  be  generally  feen,  and 
as  generally  comprehended.  We  might  then  hope  to  fee  that 
divine  Spirit  revived,  which  once  enabled  us  in  the  very  Dawn 
Of  our  Maritime  Power,  to  break  (he  Chain*  of  Europe,  to 
turn  thtReardy  as  Sir  Francis  Drake  pleafantly  called  it,  of  that 
Catholick  King  who  formed  the  wifeft  Plan  of  universal  Empire  \ 
to  baffle  with  the  Affiftance  of  Heaven  (ever  to  be  expe&ed  in 
confounding  Babels)  his  invincible  Armada*  and  to  protect 
the  Pear  Diftrejfed  States  of  Holland,  till  they  became 
High  end  Mighty.  And  bow  this  came  to  pafs,  will  be  (hewn, 
jn  the  enfuing  Chapter, 


3    \\     U*  'J* 


CHAP.    XIV. 

Titt  Juccinff  Account  of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Eft  a- 
blijhment  of  the  Republick  oftbeUnited  Provinces  j 
the  Sources  of  the  amazing  Succefs  of  its  SubjeBs 
in  Commerce,  and  the  quick  Growth  of  their 
Naval  Power  i  the  Nature  of  their  Domejtick  Go- 
vernment truly  Jlated,  and  their  real  Interefts 
with  regard  to  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe 

*    imfQrtially  confidered. 

UP O N the Declenfion  of  that  Empire  which  Charlemagne 
erected  in  the  Weft,  the  Countries  of  Lower  Germany, 
which  had  made  a  Part  of  it,  fell  under  different  Modes  of 
Government,  in  refpecfc  to  the  Title  of  the  fupreme  Magistrate, 
fuid  fome  Points  of  Fprm  in  regard  to  the  Administration  of 
Affaire,  but  with  refpedt  to  the  fundamental  Principles  of 
Rule,  the  fame.*  That  is  to  fay,  the  Governors  under  various 
Karnes  took  upoji  {hem  the  fupreme  Dignity,  by  the  Content 
pf  the  Pepplc,  to  which  they  were  equally  indebted,  both  for 
(heir  PcW*?  5*!  for  ^c^r  Titles,  there  being  nothing  clearer 
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ip  Hiftory,  than  that  the  Inhabitants  of  tbofe  Countries  had 
ever  high  Notions  of  Liberty,  and  would  no  farther  fubmit  to 
Rule,  than  they  thought  requifite  for  their  own  Good.  It  was 
with  this  View,  that  they  were  content  to  have  one  fapreme 
Magiftrate,  vrho  was  to  prefide  in  their  Qpuncils  in  times  of 
Peace,  find  to  be  at  the  Head  of  their  Forces  in  the  Field  when 
they  were  obliged  to  make  War  j  but  the  Regulation  of  civil 
Affairs,  by  repealing  old,  and  making  new  Laws,  and  the 
Power  of  giving,  raifing,  and  appropriating  the  publick  Re- 
venue?, was  in  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  States,  compofedof 
the  Nobility,  Clergy  and  Citie?. 

Thefe  Provinces,  according  to  the  common  Computation, 
were  feventeen  in  Number,  viz*  four  Dukedoms,  Brabant* 
Ltmburg,  Luxemburg,  arid  GueldrA ;  feven  Earldoms,  Flanders* 
Artois%  {Jainault,  Holland,  Zealand,  Namur,  and  Zutphen; 
five  Lordfhips,  Friejland,  flfalines,  Utrecht,  Overyffel,  and  Grt* 
ningen\  and  Antwerp,  which  had  the  Title  of  Marquifote  of  the; 
Roman  Empire,  Thefe  Provinces  were  anciently  ruled,  each 
by  its  Pripce  or  Lord,  but  afterwards  feveral  of  them  were 
either  by  Inheritance,  Marriage,  or  Contract,  united  together, 
till  molt  of  them  fell  to  the  Share  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgundy* 
from  whence  they  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  by  the  Mar- 
riage of  Maximilian  I.  who  had  efpoufed  Mary  the  only 
Daughter  of  Charles  firnamed  the  Hardy  \  and  were  afterwards 
all  united  under  Charles  V.  who  governed  them  in  Peace  and 
Profperity.  He  was  a  native  of  Ghent  and  had  both  a  paternal 
and  fraternal  Affection  for  the  People  of  the  Low-Countries,  and 
therefore  met  with  a  reciprocal  Return  of  Duty  and  Loyalty 
from  them. 

His  Son  and  Succeffor  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and,  die  Po£> 
feffion  of  the  Low- Countries,  Philip  II.  was  by  no  means  qf  his 
Difpofition,  but  beheld  in  the  Light  of  Sedition  whatever 
crofted  his  abfplute  Will  and  Pleafure;  though  in  forming  his 
Refojutioris  he  hjid  fl^ewn  ever  fo  little  Regard  to  the  Laws  and 
Liberties  of  his  Subjects.  He  conceived  the  higheft  Prejudice 
againft  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Low-Countries  before  he  quitted 
them,  for  he  was  there  at  the  time  of  his  Father's  Refignation, 
pn  account  of  the  Application  made  to  him  by  the  States, 
that  he  would  withdraw  the  foreign  Troops,  confide  the  De- 
fence of  the  Fortreffes  to  the  %  national  Forces,  and  bellow  all 
places  of  Truft  and  Profit  upon  the  Natives.  He  is  acknowledged 
-to  hate  been  a  confummate  Politician;  but  fuch  as  allow  him 
this  Character,  muft  of  neceffity  except  his  Conduit  in  the  Low* 
C.ountrits,  which  was  certainly  the    very    reverfe.    He  dif~ 
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obtigai  the  People  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  foread  amangft  them 
$  univerfai  Spirit  of  Difaffe&ion,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave 
tftem  a  Head,  by  maletrcating  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  no  Man'  of  his  Rank  could  endure.  Thofe  who 
Jove  refined  Strokes  in  Government,  have  fuggefted  that  King 
Philip  did  all  this  by  Defign,  in  hopes  of  becoming  abfolute 
Mafter  of  the  Provinces,  and  enjoying  befides  the  confifcated 
Eftates  of  the  Prince^  which  were  very  large,  and  of  great 
Value.  If  it  was  poffible  to  believe  this  true,  it  might  with 
Juftice  be  faid,  that  the  King  was  as  mftch  difappointed  as  he 
deferved  to  be.  The  Severity  of  thoff  ,he  intruded  with  the 
Government,  drove  the  People  to  take  up  Arms;  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange^  who  could  not  fee  his  Country  ruined,  and 
his  Countrymen  deftroyed  wiraout  Regret,  rcfented  at  laft  their 
ill  Ufage  and  his  own  with  fo  much  Spirit,  as  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  People'?  Liberties,  and  of  the  Grandeur  of  his 
Succeflbrs. 

Williarftoi  Nqffau,  the  firft  of  that  Name,  Princeof  Orange 
to  whom  Cardinal  Grenville  gave  the  Surname  of  the  Silent, 
may  be  juftly  ftiled  the  Founder  of  this  Republick.  He  was 
endowed  with  great  Qualities  by  Nature,  which  were  improved 
by  conftant  Study,  and  an  excellent  Education,  in  which  he 
{ud  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  for  his  Tutor,  who  took  him  for 
his  Page  when  he  was  twelve  Years  old,  whom  he  fcrved  for 
nine  Years,  and  by  whom  he  was  trailed  with  the  greateft  Se-» 
crets  of  State,  at  an  Age  when  others  could  have  Scarce  com- 
prehended them.  He  preferred  him  at  the  Age  qf  two  and 
twenty  to  all  his  old  Generals,  and  gave  him  the  Command 
of  an  Army  when  his  Affairs  were  in  the  moft  critical  Situa- 
tion. H  it  was  furprizing  that  fo  wife  and  great  a  Monarch 
ftould  have  fuch  a  Confidence  in  a  Perfon  fo  young,  it  is  fttll 
more  furprizing  that  he  fhould  juftify  that  Confidence  by  his 
Behaviour,  more  -efpecially  when  he  had  to  do  with  the  ableft 
and  moft  experienced  Officers  of  that  Age.  He  was  born  to 
a  great  Succeffion  in  Germany,  the  Low-Countries ,  the  County 
of  Burgundy  ,  and  in  France,  and  coming  early  to  fo  large  a 
Fortune,  he  lived  with  that  Magnificence  with  which  it  ena- 
bled him  to  live,  and  added  Luftre  to  the  Court  from  which 
he  received  the  Honours  due  to  his  Birth,  and  nothing  more* 
He  had  a  Magnanimity  that  neither  Profperity  could  elate, 
or  Ajlverfity  deprefs;  his  Wifdom  enabled  him  to  ad  in  all 
Situations ;  he  was  never  wanting  in  his  Duty  to  his  Prince, 
nil  his  Prince  rendered  that  Duty  a  Folly,  by  withdrawing 
his  Prote&ion,  and  laying  Snares  for  his  Life;  his  Coinage, 
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|U«  Conftancy,  his  Sincerity,  attracted  the  Friendfliip  of  tfa* 
Nobles;  his  Probity  fecuted  him  tbfi  Refped,  his  Afiability 
gained  bind  the  Affection  of  the  People.  All  Ranks  and  Degree* 
of  Men  looked  up  to  htm  in  their  Diftrefs,  *  the  only  Perfon 
who  could  proteft  them ;  he  repaid  their  Confidence  by  a  ge- 
nerous Contempt  of  Danger,  and  facrificed  his  hereditary  For- 
tune for  their  Prcfenrition.  With  all  thefe  Virtues  he  could  not 
efcape  Envy  j  but  he  did  more,  he  triumphed  over  H;  he  bore 
with  the  calling  in  the  Archduke  Matthias*  and  then  with  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood  of  France*  as  willing  to  yield  to  any  thing 
that  might  fave  his  Country  from  Deftru&ton ;  and  when  thefe 
Hopes  were  found  vain,  he  was  content  to  take  up  things,  def- 
perace  as  they  were,  and  by  bis  Prudence  laid  the  Foundation  of 
the  puhlick  Freedom,  by  engaging  the  Provinces  of  Gueldret* 
Holland,  Zealand,  Friefiand*  and  Utrecht  >  to  aflbciate  for  their 
mutual  Safety  in  1579* 

The  great  Difficulty  in  rendering  a  People  free,  who  have 
felt  the  Weight  of  Tyranny  only  for  a  (hart  time*  does  not 
coniilt  fo  much  in  perfuading  them  to  hazard  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes,  by  taking  up  Arms  againft  their  Opprefibrs,  as  in 
prevailing  on  them  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Regulations  as  are  abfo- 
folutely  neceflary  for  caadu&ng  their  Affairs  to  a  happy  Iffiae. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  experienced  this  from  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Low-Countries,  to  the  time  of 
his  Demffe.  He  felt  it  however  raoft  towards  the  Clofe  of  his 
Life,  when  the  Duke  of  Aleupm*  by  his  rafc  and  perfidiout 
Attempt  upon  Antwerp*  excited  the  People  to  abhor  the  French 
as  much  as  they  had  ever  done  the  Spaniards*  In  die  AiTembly 
of  the  States  General  at  Deri*  it  was  with  extreme  Difficult/ 
that  he  prevented  them  from  difcovering  their  ftefentmeitt  with- 
out reierve,  by  reprefentmg  that  it  was  not  only  impaffible 
for  them  to  think  of  refitting  both  the  French  and  Spaniards*  but 
likewtfe,  that  the  only  probable  Means  of  defending  themfelves 
againft  the  latter,  was  by  fecwiag  the  Friendship  and  Prote&ion 
pf  the  former.  Some  mention  was  made  in  this  Afiemblj 
of  giving  the  Title  of  Count  of  Holland*  with  all  the  Pre- 
rogatives annexed  to  it,  to  the  Prince  of  Oraage  *  but  the 
States  were  too  fond  of  their  Sovereignty  to  liften  to  any  fuch 
thing ;  and  thofe  who  were  Enemies  to  his  Serene  Highnefr 
and  rhis  Family,  have  taken  care  to  xeprefeat  this  to  Pofterity 
*s  adireft  Proof  of  his  boundlefs  Ambition,  wbicli  considering 
the  limited  Authority  of  thofe  Princes,  and  die  extreme  Danger 
the  People  were  in  of  being  reduced  by  Force  of  Armsmndex 
die  abfhlute  Power  of  dieting  of  Spain*  js  a  veiy  unjuft  Im- 
1  putation, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


potation,  perhaps  we  fbould  not  cany  things  too  far,  if  we' 
ftilcd  it  a  groundlefs  Calumny.  Ail  that  he  could  obtain  of  that 
Aflembly,  was  to  fend  an  Ambafly  to  the  Duke  of  Alettfon,  with 
Inftrudions  to  negotiate  an  Accommodation,  that  they  might  not 
be  totally  deprived  of  the  Affiftanceof  France  ;  and  while  at  his 
Requeft  they  thus  happily  temporized,  Providence  delivered 
them  from  their  Fears  on  this  Side,  by  the  Death  of  that  Duke, 
which  happened  on  the  10th  of  June  1584. 

The  News  of  the  Duke  of  Alcncon's  fudden  if  not  violent  Death 
was  brought  to  the  Prince  of  Orange*  by  a  Perfon  who  afitimed 
die  Name  of  Francit  Guyon,  and  pretended  to  be  the  Son  of  one 
Piter  Guyon  of  Bezanfon,  who  had  been  put  to  Death  on  the 
Score  of  his  being  a  Proteftant,  to  which  Religion  this  young 
Man  appeared  to  be  a  zealous  Bigot.  His  Highnefs  had  em* 
ployed  him  in  feveral  Affairs  of  importance,  in  which  he  had 
difcharged  his  Trull  with  great  Diligence  and  Integrity.  His 
true  Name  was  Balthazar  Gerhard,  a  native  of  Burgundy,  and 
about  the  Age  of  twenty-feven,  a  Man  of  a  determined  Spirit, 
deep  Diffimulation,  and  a  furious  Papift.  Fie  took  the  Ad- 
vantage when  the  Prince  was  juft  rifen  from  his  Dinner,  in  his 
Palace  at  Delft,  and  was  calling  for  a  Standifh  in  order  to  fign 
a  Paffport  for  this  Man  to  take  another  Journey,  todifcharge 
a  Piftol  laden  with  three  Bullets  directly  againft  his  Highneis't 
Breaft,  of  which  Wound  he  immediately  died  without  fpeak- 
ing  a  Word.  The  daring  Aflaffin  had  taken  his  Meafure* 
for  his  Efcape  with  great  Sagacity,  and  was  very  near  effect- 
ing it.  Being  feized,  he  avowed  the  Fad,  and  affirmed, 
that  if  it  was  to  da  again,  he  would  perform  the  fame  thing; 
and  in  this  he  not  only  perfifted  throughout  all  his  Examina- 
tions, but  even  in  the  midft  of  thofe  Torments,  in  which  he 
ended  his  mtferable  Life,  without  ever  owning  a  Syllable  of 
the  Confpiracy  of  which  he  was  barely  the  Executioner.  Moft 
of  the  Dutch  Writers  charge  this  Murder  upon  the  Spaniards, 
and  indeed  not  without  Reafon,  fince  by  an  Edi&  made  March 
25th,  1580,  Philip  IL  had  profcribed  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
branded  him  with  all  the  Crimes  imaginable,  exprefled  in  the 
grofleft  Language,  and  promifing  Pardons,  Honours  and  Re- 
wards to  any  who  would  difpatch  him*  But  others*  confidering 
the  Juncture  in  which  be  died,  believe,  that  Balthazar  re* 
ceived  his  Inftrudions  in  a  Language  more  familiar  to  that 
Country  than  Spanijb.  However  that  Matter  may  be,  it  is. 
certain  that  the  Death  of  this  great  Man,  who  was  always  the 
Darling  of  the  People,  and  whofe  Maxim  it  was  that  Happi* 
nefs  ought  to  be  extended*  to  All  Ranks  and  Degrees,  that  the 
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Confidences  of  Men  fhould  be  free,  and  that  whatever  «rA 
jaifed  on  the  Publick  (hould  be  fpent  in  the  publick  Service  a 
I  fay,  it  is  very  certain,  that  his  Death  was  equally  agreeable 
Jo  the  Partisans  of  Spain,  and  to  the  high  Republicans ;  that 
is,  to  fuch  as  difdained  to  have  any  other  than  a  King  for  a 
Mafter,  and  to  fuch  as  defpifed  the  Thought  of  having  any 
Mafter  at  all.  The  poor  people  who  had  loft  their  P/ote&or, 
their  Patron  and  their  Friend,  the  Soldiers  who  had  loft  an  OflU 
c«r,  who  without  Severity  maintained  mod  ftri&  Difcipline, 
iuid  the  Friends  to  rational  Liberty,  who  in  lofing  him  were  ap* 
prehenfive  they  had  loft  all,  deplored  him  with  unfeigned  Tears, 
Such  was  the  End  of  William  the  firft  Prince  of  Orangey  July 
*o>  J584,  in  the  fifty-fecond  Year  of  his  Age. 

The  States  General*  as  foon  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  was 
dead,  declared  themfelves  Sovereigns  of  the  United  Provinces9 
and  after  thus  opportunely  fecuring  the  fupreme  Authority,  ia 
Condefcenfion  to  the  general  Grief  of  their  Subje&s  celebrated 
the  Funeral  of  the  deceafed  Prince  with  great  Solemnity,  and 
decreed  the  higheft  Honours  to  his  Memory.  His  Highnefc 
had  been  four  times  married,  and  had  Children  by  each  of  his 
Wives.  By  Jiis  firft,  Anne  Daughter  to  Count  Egmont,  he  had 
Philip  Count  de  Buren,  and  a  Daughter  Mary*  who  married 
Count  Hobenloe*  By  his  fecond,  Anne  Daughter  of  Mauric* 
Ele&or  of  Saxony,  be  had  Count  Maurice,  and  a  Daughter 
Emilia,  who  married  Emanuel,  Son  to  Don  Antonio,  whom  the 
Spaniards  deprived  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal.  By  his  third, 
Charlotte  de  Bourbon,  of  the  Houfe  of  Montpenjier,  he  had  fix 
Daughters.  And  by  his  laft  Wife,  Louifa  de  Coligny,  Daughter 
to  the  Admiral  of  France,  he  had  a  Son  Henry  Frederick,  whom 
he  left  in  his  Cradle.  Philip  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  Deceafe 
of  his  Father,  was  a  Prifoner  in  Spain ;  Count  Maurice  about 
the  Age  of  eighteen,  was  taken  from  his  Studies,  and  declared 
Governor  of  Holland  and  Zealand,  and  the  Nephew  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  William  de  Najfau,  was  declared  Stadcholder  of 
Friefland,  from  whom  the  prefent  Stadtholder  of  the  Union  is 
lineally  defcended.  The  States  General  found  the  Authority 
they  had  aflumed,  in  a  fhort  time  very  feverely  lhaken,  by  the 
Progrefs  which  the  Duke  of  Parma  made,  in  taking  many 
Places  of  Importance,  and  at  length  befleging  Antwerp,  which 
he  reduced  after  a  long  Blockade.  Thefe  Misfortunes,  which 
were  very  near  overturning  that  new  Republick,  taught  them 
how  great  their  Lofs  was  in  that  Prince,  whofe  civil  Skill  and 
military  Prudence  was  the  real  Source  both  of  their  Power  and 
Safety.    In  this  Diftrefc  they  were  as  ready  to  part  with  thei£ 
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feotereighty,  as  they  had  been  to  affume  it,  and  were  no*  wil- 
ling to  fubmit  to  any  Mafter  except  their  old  one.  With 
this  View  they  applied  themfelves  once  more  to  France*  but  the 
fnoft  Chriftian  King  found  his  Affairs  too  much  embarrafled  at 
home,  to  think  of  defending  Subjects  at  a  Diftance ;  they  next 
offered  themfelves  tt>  Queen  Elizabeth,  from  whom  they  had 
already  derived  very  great  Affiftanee,  but  fhe  tod,  for  Reafons 
of  State,  rejected  that  Propofition  j  yet  to  prevent  their  total 
Ruin,  condefcehded  to  their  Requeft  of  having  orte  of  the  prin- 
cipal Noblemen  in  England  fent  over  to  fupply  the  Place  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  to  $dminifter  the  fupreme  Power*  both 
civil  and  military. . 

This  Nobleman  was  Robert  DtuSef  Earl  of  Lekejldr9  the 
chief  Favourite,  the  great  Confident,  and  the  principal  Mini- 
fter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  whom  the  Spanijh  and  Dutch  Wri- 
ters fay,  was  fent  over  out  of  the  Queen's  AfFedion  for  him* 
and  her  Deftre  to  raife  arid  diftmguifli  his  Charader ;  but  Cam* 
Jen*  who  was  likely  to  know  thefe  things  better*  infinuates 
that  he  was  fent  over  to  Holland  by  a  Stroke  of  his  own  Policy  j 
that  is,  thofe  Members  of  the  rrivy  Council  who  were  moft 
forward  in  advancing  him  to  this  Charge,  wHhed  bfm  the 
leaft  Good-  It  is  certain,  that  the  States  General  did  not  un- 
derfhmd  the  thing  at  all  in  this  Light,  but  believing  that  he 
had  an  abfolute  Power  over  the  Queen,  endeavoured  to  make 
their  Court  to  him,  by  granting  hrm  almoft  an  abfolute  Power 
over  their  Subjects,  which  difpleafed  his  Miftrds,  and  very  foon 
grew  troublefome  to  themfelves.  The  Earl  of  Letcejter  was  a 
compleat  Courtier,  and  a  grqat  Statefinan,  where  he  knew  his 
Ground,  but  either  never  knew,  or  had  long  before  forgot  the 
Art  of  War.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  he  made  but  a  very  in* 
different  Figure  here,  tho'  he  (hewed  great  Abilities  in  rai- 
ling, ^extending,  and  maintaining  as  great  Power  as  any  Fa- 
vourite ever  had  in  England.  His  Campaign  in  1586  was  far 
from  doing  him  any  Honour,  the  Duke  of  Parma  carried  every 
thing  before  him,  baffled  all  the  Attempts  of  Leicefter,  and  re- 
lieved Zutphen,  after  a  fharp  Aftion,  in  which  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
v  ney  was  mortally  wounded,  in  a  manner  that  raifed  his  Repu- 
tation in  the  feme  Degree  that  it  depreffcd  that  of  the  EngUJb 
Stadtholder.  The  Earl  of  Leicefier  finding  his  Conduct  dif- 
Kked,  as  it  might  well  be,  by  the  States,  tell  to  flattering  the 
Mimfters,  and  cajoling  the  People^  in  which  his  counterfeit 
Piety  wrought  fo  ftrongly  with  the  former,  and  his  diflembled 
Patriotrfm  had  fuch  Ettedts  on  the  latter,  as  threw  every  thing 
Into  Confufion;  and  when  Matters  were  in  this  State,  he  re- 
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turned  to  England*  leaving  the  Dutch  Affairs  in  a  much  worfe 
Condition  than  he  found  them* 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  was  gone,  the  Statis  General)  at  the  Per« 
fuafion  of  their  Penfionary  Barnevelty  declared  Prince  Maurice 
their  Captain-General,  and  made   his  Brother-in-law  Count 
HohenUe  his  Lieutenant,  which  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Court 
of  England^  but  was  undoubtedly  a  very  right  Step  with  regard 
to  their  own  Affairs.    But  Leicefier9  who  had  ftill  as  great  Cre- 
dit as  ever  with  the  Queen  his  Miftrefs,.  and  was  very  fond  of 
the  Tkle  of  Excellency,  and  the  Power  he  enjoyed  in  Holland* 
refotod  to  return  thither  the  next  Year,  which  the  States,  who 
depended  upon  Queen  Elizabeth's  Affiftance,  could  not  prevent, 
and  were  therefore  foreed  to  admit  him,  and  reftore  him  in  a 
great  meafure  to  his  Authority,  which  he  managed  worfe  than 
before,  and  thereby  confirmed  the  Sufpicions  which  the  States 
had  entertained,  on  account  of  fome  of  his  Creatures  betraying 
the  Places  with  which  he  had  entrufted  them  to  the  Spaniards. 
He  made  two  or  three  unfuccefsful  Attempts  to  relieve  Sluys,  and 
the  fame  ill  Fate  followed  him  in  all  his  Undertakings ,  fo  that 
he  quite  loft  his  military  Character,   if  indeed  he  was  ever 
efteemed  a  good  Officer.    By  this  time  the  States  had  discover- 
ed their  Mtftake,  and  that  their  Complaints  againft  him  would 
not  want  powerful  Patrons,  which  encouraged  them  to  deal 
roundly  with  him,  and  plainly  with  his  Miftrefs,  who  thereupon 
recalled  him,  and  appointed  the  Lord  Willoughby>  an  honeft  Man, 
and  a  good  Officer,  to  command  her  Forces  in  the  Low-Coun- 
tries.   All  Hiftorians  agree,  that  a  little  before  his  Departure, 
Leicefter  encouraged  a  Confpiracy  at  Leydsn,  which  coft  fome 
People  their  Lives.     He  is  accufed  by  fome  foreign  Writers  of 
attempting  to  make  a 'Peace  between  Spain  and  England  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Dutch,  but  the  Proofs  of  this  have  not  been  as  yet 
produced.     There  is  yet  another  Charge  in  Camden,  which  I 
fhould  not  mention,  but  for  its  not  appearing  in  any  of  the 
Tranflations  pf  his  Annals,  or  even  in  any  Edition  of  the  ori- 
ginal Latiny  except  that  of  Hearne,  printed  from  a  Copy  cor- 
rected with  the  Author's  own  Hand.     This  Charge  is,  that  he 
bad  framed  a  Defign  of  feizing  Prince  Maurice  of  NaJJau>  and 
the  Penfionary  Barntvelty  and  fending  them  Prifoners  over  into 
England.  Whatever  the  Faults  of  this  Englijh  Stadtholder  might 
be,  the  Englijh  Troops,  and  the  Englijh  Money,  did  the  Stat* 
daft  ufeful  and  acceptable  Service,  as  themfdves  very  fully  ac- 
knowledge, and  in  fome  meafure  repaid,  when  by  a  Stratagem 
in  1588  they  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  Deftrudion  of  the 
Spanijh  invincible  Armada,  in  whfch  tbgr  were  true  to  our.  Ijl- 
terefts  and  their  own. 
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'  *fhe  t^eccflSiy  triey  were  under  of  having  a  Perton  fcf  Jiftift* 
guifhed  Character  at  the  Head  of  their  Armies,  and  the  Inftancd 
that  Courit  Maurke  of  Naffau,  for  fo  he  called  himfelf  while  his 
Elder  Brother  lived;  though  he  is  .generally  (tiled  by  Hiftorians 
Prince  Maurice\  indueed  the  States  General  to  confide  their  Ar- 
mies to  him  in  the  fame  manner  as  to  his  Father.  He  was  in* 
deed  the  true  Succeflbr  to  his  Virtues  and  Abilities ;  which  is 
not  at  all  ftrartge,  fince  from  his  firft  Appearance  in  the  World, 
he  made  it  his  fole  Study  to  copy  that  noble  Chara&er,  agree- 
able to  his  Device,  which  was  a  Tree  cut  to  the  Stumps,  with 
a  Shoot  growing  out  on  one  Side,  with  this  Motto*  Tandem  fit 
furculus  arbor.  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  he  entered 
into  the  publick  Sefrrice  at  feventeen,  and  at  the  Age  of  twenty* 
one  he  had  the  fupfeme  Command.  He  ihewed  himfelf  at  that 
Time  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  who  had  been 
(6  long  efteemed  the  bed  Officer  in  Europe ;  and  which  is  very 
lingular,  though  no  Man  gave  greater  or  more  frequent  Teffc 
monies  of  pergonal  Courage,  yet  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  very 
early  by  Stratagems  of  War,  which  are  commonly  the  Efie&t 
pf  deep  Judgment  and  long  Experience.  He  was  at  the  fame 
time  a  very  enterprizing  and  a  very  cautious  General ;  enter* 
prizing,  as  he  often  undertook  things  defperate,  and  in  Appear* 
ance  impracticable ;  cautious,  as  he  never  failed  to  execute  them 
With  fo  much  Circumfpeftion,  as  to  (hew  that  he  did  not  depend 
either  upon  Fortune  or  Force,  but  upon  military  Skill.  He 
ftudied  old  Authors  carefully,  and  more  efpecially  the  Writings 
of  Cafar,  upon  which  it  is  (aid,  that  feveral  of  his  Expeditions 
might  be  confidered  as  Commentaries.  His  Succefs  was  afifwer- 
able  to  his  Courage  and  his  Abilities  ;  in  the  Space  of  twenty 
Years  he  took  forty  Cities  and  Towns  of  Confequence,  and 
beat  the  Spaniards  thrice  in  the  Field  with  great  Difproportion 
of  Numbers,  and  under  fome  other  Difadvantages.  As  his 
Father  laid  the  Foundation,  fo  this  Prince  raifed  the  Fabrick  of 
the  Dutch  Republick,  delivered  them  from  the  Fear  of  their 
Enemies,  and  gained  them  the  Tide,  as  well  as  gave  them  the 
Power,  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

In  his  Time,  however,  thofe  Divifions  arofe  which  fubfifted 
wer  after,  and  which  many  think  are  not  yet  extinguifhed  in 
that  Commonwealth.  As  there  is  no  forming  any  Idea  of  the 
Domeftick  Interefts  of  the  United  Provinces^  without  having 
juft  Notions  of  the  Principles  to  which  both  Parties  have  pre- 
tended, during  thefe  long  Difputes  j  it  will  be  neceflary  to  treat 
this  Matter  freely  and  fully,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  is  confident  with  the 
Sounds  that  are  prescribed  to  this  Work ;  and  without  any  Pre? 
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judice  againft  one,  or  Prepofleffion  in  favour  of  the  other  Party,* 
both  having  in  certain  Circumftances  {hewn  themfelves  equally 
to  blame. 

The  Civil  War  in  the  Low  Countries 'having  now  lafted  full  forty 
Years,  and  brought  inexpreffibleMiferies  as  well  on  the  Subje<5& 
of  the  States  General,  as  on  thofe  who  remained  Under  the  Obe- 
dience of  the  Hoiife  of  Auftriay  the  wifer  and  better  Part  of  the 
People  on  both  Sides  were  inclined  to  an  Accommodation. 
This  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  Prince  Maurice*  who  appre- 
hended a  Diminution  of  his  Power  was  the  principal  Objeft 
aimed  at,  by  thofe  who  were  for  pacifick  Meafures  among  the 
Dutch.  At  Urft  the  French  King  Henry  the  Fourth  Was  againft 
this  Pacification,  but  the  Penfionary  Barnavelt  having  reprefented 
to  him  by  the  Minifters  of  the  Republick  at  Paris,  that  they 
were  no  longer  able  to  caYry  on  the  War,  without  running 
every  Year  in  Debt,  that  by  degrees  the  very  Interelt  of  thefe 
Debts  muft  become  a  heavy  Burthen,  from  Which  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  deliver  themfelves,  as  many  had  lent  their  whole  For- 
tunes to  the  Publick,  and  had  no  other  Subfiftence  than  by 
receiving  their  Intereft  regularly ;  the  French  King  being 
convinced,  promoted  that  Meafure  all  he  could,  fo  that  a 
Truce  was  concluded  in  1609  for  twelve  Years,  by  which 
the  Republick  was  left  free,  and  in  full  Poifeffion  of  thofe  Do- 
minions which  had  been  acquired  during  the  War.  After  this,' 
the  Difputes  between  Prince  Maurice  with  thofe  who  adhered 
to  him,  and  the  Penfionary  Bamevelt  and  his  Party,  rofe  very 
high,  his  Highnefs  being  extremely  jealous  of  his  Authority,  and 
fuch  as  oppofed  him  no  lefs  anxious  for  the  Prefervation  of  their 
Liberty,  which  they  confidered  as  equally  loft,  whether  they 
fubmitted  to  the  Sovereignty  of  one  of  their  own  Countrymen, 
or  a  Stranger. 

It  happened  very  unlukily  for  the  publick  Tranquillity,  that 
at  this  time  there  arofe  religious  Difputes  about  the  Doftrines 
of  Grace  and  Predeitination,  which  divided1  the  whole  Nation 
into  two  Parties,  under  the  Title  of  Arminians  and  Gotnarijls. 
The  Penfionary  Barnavelt  was  in  the  Sentiments  of  the  former, 
but  out  of  regard  to  the  Peace  of  his  Country,  Was  inclined 
to  have  ftifled  thefe  Difputes  by  a-publick  Edi£t,  which  Prince 
Alaurice  and  his  Party  who  took  the  contrary  Side  prevented  ; 
and  laying  hold  of  this  Opportunity,  inflamed  the  Minds  of  the 
Populace  to  the  higheft  Degree,  by  reprefentmg  the  Arminians 
as  fecretly  inclined  to  the  Spaniards ;  and  under  thefe  and  other 
Pretences,  making  ufe  of  the  Attachment  of  the  Army  to  his 
Perlbn,  the  Prince  ventured  to  male*  fome  bold  Alterations  in  the 
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Civil  Government,  by  changing  the  Magistrates  of  Cities  at  his 
Plfcafure,  Co  as  to.  gam  an  abfolute  Afcendency  in  the  Affcmbly 
of  the  States  General. 

The  Death  of  Philip  Prince  of  Orange  in  1618  wkhdut  Ifliie, 
having  added  to  the  Titles  the  Credit  and  the  Fortune  of  the 
Stadtholder,  he  refolved  to  pufh  things  to  Extremities  againft 
his  Adverfaries,  and  therefore  caufed  Penfionary  Barnevelt  to  be 
arretted ;  as  alfo  Mr.  Hugerbeets  Penfionary  of  Leiden*  Hug* 
Gratius  Penfionary  of  Rotterdam^  and  the  Sieur  de  Leedenberg 
Secretary  to  the  States  of  Utrecht ,  all  Perfons  equally  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  their  Capacities,  and  by  their  Probity.  Of  theft,  Barnevek 
only  was  made  a  Sacrifice,  being  accufed  of  the  moft  enormous 
Crimes,  before  Judges  who  a&ed  by  Commiffionfrom  the  States 
General*  who  in  reality,  had  no  legal  Jurifdidion  over  him,  if  he 
had  been  ever  fo  guilty,  the  States  of  Holland  being  his  fole 
Judges.;  but  they  haying  taken  him  under  their  fpecial  Protec- 
tion, Were  not  like  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  his  Enemies,  who 
gtopured  him.  to  be  condemned  by  the  Judges  beforemenrjooed, 
and  executed  him  the  next  Day.  Tho*  he  was  upwards  of  feven- 
ty,  he  died  with  the  fame  Caimnefs  and  Courage  he  fliewed  in 
all  the  Anions  of  his  Life,  and  his  Death  produced  the  dircft 
contrary  EfFed  to  that  which  was  expe&ed  from  it. 

Prince  Maurice  of  Orange  found  his  Authority  more  generally 
difliked  than  ever,  and  by  none  fo  much  as  thofe  who  had  affifted 
violently  in  the  Persecution  of  the  Penfionary.  He  faw  that  he 
ipasno  longer  popular,  and.  upon  the  breaking  out  again  of  the 
War  in  1021,  he  perceived*  that  he  was  forfaken  by  his  good 
Fortune.  An  Attempt  which  he  made  for  furprizing  Antwerp 
failed,  though  he  thought  the  Defign  fo  well  laid  as  to  fay,  that 
God  only  could  difappoint  it;  he  faw  his  own  Town  of  Breda 
taken  by  Ambrofe  Spinola,  the  Relief  of  which  he  attempted  with- 
out Succefs ;  and  by  refiedHng  on  his  Reverie  of  Fortune,  he  firil 
loft,  that  even  Temper  for  which  he  had  been  always  famous,  and 
then  his  Health.;  fo  that  broken  with  Care  and  Sicknefc,  he 
breathed  his  laff  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year  162*,  in  the  fifty- 
third  Year  of  his  Age.  His  Enemies  allow  this  Prince  to  have 
had  great  Virtues ;  and,  except  his  Ambition  and  Averfion  to 
Marriage,  few  or  no  Vices.  He  left  behind  him  a  natural  Son 
Mr.  de  Beververtj  who  was  Governor  of  Bolduc>  a  Gentleman 
of  great  Parts  and  Courage,  who  lived  and  died  with  unfpotted 
Reputation;  one  of  whofe  Daughters  married  the  Earl  xfiOffbry, 
by  whom  (he  was  Mother  to  the  late  Duke  of  Ormonde  and  the 
prefentEarl  of  Arrant  and  the  other  Henry  Earl  of  Arlington* 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
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fcince  fienry  Frederic*,  the  youngeft  Soil  of  Willtani  the  firff 
rrince  of  Orange,  futceeded  by  the  Death  of  his  Brother  Maurici 
to  all  the  Eftates*  Titles,  and  Dignities  of  his  Father,  being  at 
that  time  about  fcrty  Years  of  Age,  having  ferved  the  States  in 
their  Armies  in  a  mariner  from  his  Childhood,  and  yet  having 
rifen  no  higher  than  a  Colonel  of  Horfe,  till  he  fiicceeded  to  the 
fuprcme  Command,     He  had  in  the  time  of  his  Brother's  Ad- 
miniftration  given  frequent  Teftimonies   of  his  Courage  and 
Conduct,  and  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  thofe  who  were  in  the 
Government  had  any  Idea  of  his  being  near  fo  great  a  Man  as  he 
really  was.    It  is  fuggefted  by  De  ffitt,  and  the  Obfervation  is 
worthy  of  fo  great  a  Man,  that  the  Difficulties  the  two  Brothers 
•Maurice  and  Henry  had  to  ftruggle  with  in  their  Youth,  ancf 
that  Circumfpe&ion  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  behave* 
had  very  good  Effects,  and  was  a  principal  Caufe  of  their  ac- 
quiring fo  great  Accompli&ments,  by  which  they  raifed  their 
own  Credit  fo  high,  and  rendered  fuch  ufeful  Services  to  their 
Country.     In  1626  the  Pripce  of  Orange  took  Oldenfeelt  and  the 
feme  Year  Vice  Admiral  Heiri  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the 
Spanijh  Fleet  in  the  Bay  of  All  Saints  in  Brazil.    In  1627,  the 
Prince  took  Grol9  in  the  Sight  of  a  Spanijh  Army,  who  durft  not 
attack  him  in  his  Intrench  ments  \  and  towards  the  End  of  the  » 
fame  Year,  the  Vice  Admiral  beforcmentioned  took  the  whole- 
Spani/b  Plate  Fleet,  with  five  Millions  Sterling  on  board.  In  1 629, 
the  Stadtholder  reduced  Bolduc,  2.  Place  of  great  Strength  as  well 
as   Importance,  which  Prince  Maurice  had  attempted  in  vain ; 
and   this  notwithftariding  the  Spaniards  made  an  Irruption  in- 
to the  Country  about  Utrtcbt,  which  engaged  the  beft  Officers 
in  his  Arrrty,  as  well  as  the  States  themfelves,  to  defire  him  to 
raiie  the  Siege  ;  but  he  was  of  Opinion  that  a  ravaged  Country 
Was  not  loft,  whereas  a  good  Fortrefs  gained  was  a  great  Ac- 
quifition ;  befides,  by  furprizing  Wezel,  where  the  Spaniards  had 
all  their  Magazines,  he  compelled  therri  to  retire  in  hafte,  and 
to  the  Character  of  an  excellent  Officer,  added  that  of  a  Gene* 
ral  happy  in  his  Enterprizes ;  a  thing  of  the  higheft  Confequence, 
infomuch  that  the  Roman  Dictator  Sylla  chofe  rather  the  Surname 
of  Fortunate  than  Great. 

Henry,  Prince  of  Orange,  married  Amelia  Daughter  of  the 
Count  de  Solms,  by  whom  he  had  a  Son,  Prinee  frilliam,  and' 
four  Daughters.  In  1631,  the  States  General^  to  (hew  their 
RefpecT;  for,  and  Confidence  in  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  granted 
the  Survivancy  of  all  his  Employments  to  the  Prince  his  Son, 
and  prefented  him  with  the  Patent  in  a  Gold  Box,  tho'  he  was 
not  then  quite  five  Years  old,  which  was  an  extraordinary 
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Stretch  of  Compliance,  and  far  beyond  any  thing  they  had 
done  for  his  Father  and  Brother,  which  was  the  Effe&s  of  his 
real  or  feeming  Moderation;  and  as  feme  Writers  fay,  this 

Sroceeeded  from  the  Counfels  of  his  Mother-in-law  the  Princefs 
)owager  of  Orange,  who  had  been  always  a  true  Friend  to 
Barnevelt,  and  had  thereby  a  great  Influence  over  his  Part)'. 
In  1632,  he  took  Ruremond,  Venlo,  and  Strait,  befieged  Mae- 
Jlricht,  and  having  beat  Pappenheim,  made  himfelf  Matter  of 
that  important  Place.  The  next  Year  he  took  Rhinberg.  There 
was  indeed  fcarce  a  Year  during  the  Continuance  of  his  Life, 
which  was  not  diftinguifhed  by  fome  remarkable  Event,  and 
amongft  thefe  we  may  reckon  his  Ufagre  of  the  powerful  Cardi- 
nal de  Richlieu,  who  debauched  the  oieur  de  IValkemberg  from 
his  Duty,  and  engaged  him  for  a  Sum  of  Money  to  deliver  up 
the  Citadel  and  Principality  of  Orange,  of  which  he  was  Go- 
vernor ;  the  Prince  having  Intelligence  of  this,  fent  one  Co- 
lonel Knut  to  Orange,  who  killed  IValkemberg  in  a  private 
Houfe  where  he  went  to  Dinner,  and  then  produced  the  Prince's 
Orders,  and  took  the  Command  of  the  Caftle,  by  which  that 
Contrivance  was  defeated.  After  this  he  gave  the  Cardinal 
repeated  Marks  of  his  Refentment,  which  in  fpite  of  all  his 
Pride  he  was  forced  to  difFemble  and  digeft,  and  having  en- 
gaged in  an  offenfive  Alliance  with  the  States,  gave  Interac- 
tions to  two  Marflials  of  France,  upon  their  Junflion  with  the 
Dutch  Army,  to  obey  the  Orders  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  In 
1637,  the  French  Ambaflador  in  a  fet  Speech  gave  him  the 
Title  of  Highnefs  inftead  of  Excellency,  and  his  Example  was 
followed  by  the  Ambafladors  of  all  the  other  Courts  of  Europe. 
The  fame  Year  he  recovered  by  a  vigorous  Siege  his  own  Town 
of  Breda,  in  which  Siege  the  French  Ambaflador,  who  to  (hew 
his  Refpeft  for  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  ferving  at  the  Head  of 
his  own  Regiment,  was  unfortunately  killed.  In  1639,  the 
Spanijh  Fleet  was  defeated  and  deftroyed  on  the  Coaft  of  Eng- 
land by  Admiral  Tromp. 

«  In  1 64 1  Prince  William  married  the  Princefs  Mary  Daugh- 
ter to  Charles  I.-King  of  Great- Britain,  with  great  Pomp  and 
Splendor,  and  in  Honour  of  this  Marriage  he  had  the  Province 
of  Friejland  added  to  his  Government,  or  rather  to  the  Sur- 
vivorfhip.  In  .1644  Prince  Frederick  Henry  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  Sas-ian-Ghent,  and  the  Year  following  he  took 
Hul/l,  which  in  thofe  Days  was  looked  upon  as  a  Place  of  great 
Strength  and  Importance.  In  a  word,  his  whole  Adminiftra- 
tfon  was  equally  glorious  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End,  and 
might  have  been  ftill  more  fo,  if  thofe  who  envied  his  Power 

and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


.  .     r  485  ]    , 

and  Greatnefs,  had  not  taken  all  imaginable  Care  to  prevent 
his  extending  his  Conquefts  in  proportion  to  his  Inclinations  and 
Abilities,  and  particularly  hindered  him  from  reducing  Antwerp  ; 
which  was  of  all  things  what  he  moft  defired.  He  died 
,  March  14,  1647,  anc*  was  buried  with  great  Magnificence,  as 
one  who  had  deferved  well  of  his  Country,  who  had  added  Glo^' 
ry  and  Influence  to  that  Liberty  which  it  received  from  his 
Father,  and  that  Security  which  refulted  from  the  Labours  of 
his  Brother.  De  TVitt  informs  us,  that  there  were  fome  who 
reproached  him  with  his  Profufcnefs  and  Luxury,  after  he  came 
to  the  Poileffion  of  the  Principality  of  Orange,  and  the  vaft  he- 
reditary Eftates  of  his  Fapiily,  as  alfo  with  Lewdnefs^  in 
which  he  did  not  ufe  much  Diffimulation  \  and  above  all,  his 
Ambition,  which  induced  him  to  keep  up  a  great  Army,  that  he 
might  extend  his  Glory  by  his  Conquefts,  and  maintain  his 
Power  by  the  Continuance  of  the  War.  It  is  true,  that  having 
the  Title  and  Revenues  of  a  Prince,  he  kept  up  his  Dignity,  but 
this  being  at  his  own  Expence,  was  a  Benefit  rather  than  a  Pre- 
judice to  the  Publick.  He  left  behind  him  a  natural  Son,,  the 
Sieur  Zuylcjiein,  whofe  Dependents  are  at  this  time  Peers  of 
Great-Britain,  and  fecured  to  his  only  lawful  Son  the  Honours 
that  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  illuftrious  Predeceffors. 

In  the  Year  following  the  Death  of  Prince  Frederick  Henry 
the  States  General  concluded  at  Munjler  a  Peace  with  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  without  any  regard  to  the  Endeavours  of  the  French 
King  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  difluade  them;  which  is 
believed  to  have  been  owing  to  the  Sufpicions  they  began  to 
entertain  of  both,  apprehending  very  much  the  Confequences  of 
having  France  for  a  Neighbour,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  young 
Stadtholder,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  Authority,  and  to 
Magnificence  from  his  very  Cradle,  and  who  befides  had  mar- 
ried the  Daughter  of  a  King.  It  was  not  long  before  thefe 
Jealoufies  role  on  both  Sides  very  high ;  for  the  zealous  Re- 
publicans, that  is,  the  Remains  of  Barneveh's  Party,  were 
for  taking  Advantage  of  the  Peace,  and  difbandirig,  or  at  leaft 
reducing  the  Army,  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  oppofed.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  he  did  this  merely  to.  preferve  his  own  Power, 
by  moft  of  the  Dutch  Hiftorians,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  gave 
other  Reafons  for  it,  which  brought  over  a  Majority  of  the 
States  to  his  Opinion.  He  faid  it  was  ungrateful,  becaufe  they 
were  fafe  at  prefent,  to  difmifs  thofe  who  had  purchafed  that 
Safety  with  their  Blood;  that  this  was  ftill  more  imprudent 
confidering  the  War  continued  between  France  and  Spain9 
who  might  take  Advantage  of  them  in  that  defencelefe  Condi* 
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tion.  He  farther  obifervcd,  that  hitherto  they  had  been  pitied, 
tut  that  now  they  had  Reafon  te  fear  the  Envy  of  moft  of  the 
States  of  Europe*  and  that  as  their  Tranquillity  was  procured, 
fo  it  would  be  beft  preferved  by  keeping  up  their  old  Troops, 
which  if  they  did  not  recruit,  would  with  lefs  hazard  to  them 
diminifh  fail  enough  of  thcmfelves. 

But  tho'  his  Eloquence  prevailed  upon  the  States,  it  was  not 
^t  all  relifhed  in  the  Provinces,  or  by  the  great  Cities ;  upon 
which  his  Friends  propofed,  that  he  fhould  vifit  them  himielf, 
againft  which  the  City  of  Am/lerdam  petitioned,  as  having 
&t  that  time  no  Inclination  to  the  Honour  of  his  Highnefe's 
Company,  which  the  Prince  took  for  fuch  a  Mark  of  Con* 
fempt,  that  he  caufed  Mr.  Dt  Witt  Burgomafter  of  Dart, 
and  five  other  Members  of  the  States  General,  to  be  fent  to  the 
Caftle  of  Louvejlein,  and  gave  Orders  to  a  Body  of  Troops  to 
advance  towards  Amflerdam\  but  the  Poft-boy  ham  Hamburg 
paJGng  thro*  his  Army,  gave  Notice  of  it  to  the  Citizens,  who 
in  qrder  to  exclude  it,  made  no  Difficulty  of  laying  all  the 
*dj?u:ent  Country  under  Water.  Thefe  Differences  wtre  after- 
wards compromifed,  and  Burgomafter  De  Witt  and  his  Fel- 
low Prifonersfet  at  Liberty  $  yet  from  their  Imprifonment,  the 
Party  to  which  they  adnered,  from  the  Place  of  their  Con- 
finement, took  or  received  the  Name  of  Louveftein.  In  all  Pro- 
bability thefe  Differences  would  have  been  revived,  if  the  Prince 
of  Orange  had  not  foon  after  fallen  ill  of  the  Small-pox,  which 
proved  fatal  to  him ;  and  fome  Months  after  his  Deceafe,  JVi>- 
vemier  the  fourth,  1650,  his  Widow  the  Princefs  was  delivered  of 
a  Son,  called  after  his  Father  William,  who  became  in  Procefs 
of  time,  Stadtholder,  and  King  of  Great-Britain* 

We  fh.all  here  make  a  fhort  Paufe,  in  order  to  confider  the 
Government,  Commerce,  and  Strength  of  this  Republick,  and 
then  refume  our  Hiftory,  the  rather  becaufe  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved the  United  Provinces  came  to  the  Height  of  their  Profpe- 
rity  not  longafter  the  Death  of  Prince  William  II.  and  in  review- 
ing thefe  Points,  we  will  be  as  clear,  as  concife,  and  as  im- 
partial as  is  in  our  Power,  which  is  fo  much  the  more  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  few  of  the  many  Writers  who  have  already 
mentioned  this  Subject,  have  treated  it  itvthis  Manner,  but  have 
cither  given  way  to  their  Prejudices,  or  have  thrown  together 
Fads  and  Dates,  without  giving  themfelves  much  Pain,  as 
to  their  Importance  or  Connection ;  whereas  in  order  to 
render  a  Work  of  this  kind  ufeful,  it  is  abfolutely  requifite 
that  due  Attention  be  paid  to  both,  and  Matters  not  only 
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ft»ted  as  they  really  are,  but  in  fuch  an  Order  as  may  fte#  the 
Relation  that  one  thing  has  to  another. 

At  the  Entrance  of  this  Chapter,  we  defcribed  the  original 
Form  of  Government  that  prevailed  in  thefe  Countries,  which 
Form  continued  Ukewjfe  when  they  became  a  Part  of  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Catholick  Majefty ;  for  as  the  Prince  of  Orange 
juftiy  obferved  in  his  Apology,  whatever  Title  that  Monarch 
might  aflume,  either  in  Spain  or  in  the  Indies  >  he  was  no  more 
than  Earl  of  Holland*  or  of  Flanders,  At  the  time  Philip  II. 
left  thofe  Provinces,  he  conftituted  the  Prince  of  Orange 
Governor  of  four  df  diem,  the  Fknrijb  Word  is  Stadtholder, 
which  is  precifdv  the  feme  thing  with  Lieutenant,  and  the 
States  had  that  Power,  with  which  they  were  vefted  by  the 
Conftitution.  When  therefore  they  threw  off  the  Yoke  of 
Spain,  the  Queftion  was,  whether  they  ftiould  retain  "their 
pld  Form  of  Government;  which  if  they  had  done,  they  muft 
have  chofen  another  Earl,  and  to  this  thofe  were  inclined 
who  were  moft  attached  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  Indeed 
the  Generality  of  the  People  were  bcft  pleafed  with  the  old 
form,  and  this  induced  them  to  think  of  the  Archduke  Mat- 
thias,  the  Duke  of  Alencon,  and  afterwards  of  the  French  King, 
and  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  at  laft  thofe  who  had  Seats  in  the 
Aflembly  of  the  States,  began  to  think  of  fecuring  the  Sove- 
reignty to  themfelves,  which  was  adually  changing  the  old  Con* 
ftitution  into  that  of  a  Republick.  It  is  true,  that  for  their  own 
Conveniency  they  were  'difpofed  to  give  the  Title  of  Stadt- 
holder  to  a  fingle  Perfon,  as  they  actually  did  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicefier  ;  but  tho9  the  Title  continued,  the  Office  was  changed  ; 
for  the  Lieutenant  of  a  Prince  is  an  Office  eafiry  conceived, 
but  the  Lieutenant  of  an  Aflembly,  fuch  as  the  States  General, 
is  not  fo  readily  comprehended,  becaufe  it  implies  the  Repre- 
fentative  of  thofe  who  were  but  Reprefentatives  themfelves ;  and 
that  was  the  very  Reafoning  that  De  Witt  ufed  for  aboliihing  that 
Office  alio  after  the  Death  of  William  II. 

The  Treaty  of  Union  concluded  in  1579,  at  Utrecht,  was 
a  Confederacy  of  fo  many  different  Republicks,  as  there  were 
Provinces  that  entered  into  it,  and  the  States  General  were 
properly  and  diftindly  the  States  of  all  thefe  Provinces  taken 
together ;  but  becaufe  fuch  a  Meeting  was  inconvenient,  and 
for  other  Reafons  likewife,  a  kind  of  Committee  compofed  of 
Deputies  from  each  of  thefe  States  was  appointed  to  lit  at  the 
Hague,  and  thefe  have  been  fince  ftiled  die  States  General,  tho' 
in  reality  they  are  rather  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  States 
General,  in  whom  the  Majefty  of  the  Republick  refides.    They 
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tavf ,  jpurfuant  to  the  Form  of  tbcyr  new  Constitution,  fijchPow- 
ers  as  are  requifite  for  the  Management  of  publick  Affairs,  and 
Jiave  alio  the  Government  of  thofe  Town?  and  Diftri&s  that 
belong  to  the  Republick,  and  yet  a;e  npt  within  any  of  the 
confederated  Provinces,  and  many  other  Prerogatives  \  and  for 
the  better  Management  of  fuch  a  Variety  of  important  Concerns, 
they  commit  Part  of  the  Adminiftation  to  a  Council  of  State. 
But  whereas  in  the  Affejnbly  of  the  States  General  there  are  no 
more  Votes  than  there  are  Provinces,  whatever  the  Number  of 
Members  may  be  who  compofe  that  Affembly ;  in  the  Council 
of  State,  it  is  otherwife,  and  tho'  fome  Provinces  fend  there 
two  Deputies,  and  others  but  one,  yet  every  Member  has  a 
diftind  Vote.  But  after  all,  with  refpeft  to  the  great  Points 
of  Sovereignty,  they  ftill  remain  in  fhe  States  of  each  Province, 
who  make  War  and  Peace,  coin  Money,  and  raife  Taxes, 
within  their  own  Territories  as  they  think  fit.  As  each  Pre*: 
vince  has  its  own  States,  fo  each  has  alfo  a  Council  of  State, 
and  the  fame  kind  of  Government  prevails  like  wife  in  the 
Cities,  fo  that  they  are  all  in  fpme  rneafujre  independent  RepuB- 
licks.  From  this  View  of  the  Government  in'  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, one  would  naturally  conclude  it  a  Democracy,  and  fo  it 
really  is  with  refpe#  to  its  Form,  but  by  degrees  things  have 
jfuffercd  great  Changes.  The  Senate  or  Council  in  all  the  Cities, 
are,  anp  were  always  for  Lite,  but  upon  the  Demife  of  any 
Member  a  new  one  was  chofen  by  the  Burghers,  which  being 
found  very  inconvenient,  the  Right  of  filling  up  fuch  Vacancies 
was  either  yielded  to,  or  afiumed  by  thofe  Aflemblies ;  and  this 
final!  Alteration  has  in  Procefs  of  time  produced  an  Oligarchy, 
which  fhews  how  much  (Care  (hcnild  be  taken  in  changing  or 
tampering  with  the  fiift  Springs  of  Government. 

We  have  at  the  Beginning  or"  this  Work  given  a  fuccind  hi- 
ftorical  Deduction  of  theProgrefs  of  Commerce  through  the  dif- 
ferent Parts  of  Europe.  To  which  let  us  add,  the  yaft  Trade  of 
Holland  arofe  chiefly  from  the  Deftru&ion  of  Antwerp,  which, 
when  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Low-Countries  broke  6ut,  was,  and 
tad  been  long  the  Center  of  Traffick  in  Europe,  The  Troubles  in 
Trance,  the  Wars  in  Germany,  and  the  religious  Perfecutions  fet 
on  foot  in  other  Parts  of  Europe,  contributed  to  fill  the  United 
'Provinces  with  People,  merely  becaufe  here  they  might  enjoy  their 
ponfeiences,  and  the  Fruits  of  their  Induftry,  in  Peace.  •  Thofe 
who  reforted  thither  were  fuch  as  bad  wherewithal  to  live  upon,  or 
were  acquainted  with  fome  Manufacture  or  Myftery,  by  which 
a  Living  might  be  obtained.  Both  were  welcome,  and  both 
.  Jbits  of  People  were  very  foon  at  their  Eafe ;  new  Manufac- 
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£ures  were  every  day  fet  on  foot,  and  Trades  tpo  big  even  for 
a  wealthy  Purfe,  were  managed  with  Facility,  and  to  great 
Advantage,  by  joint  Stocks  j  the  Fifheries  were  annually**!** 
proved,  new  Branches  of  Commerce  were  continually  opened, 
and  in  the  Compafs  of  twenty  Years  their  Villages  fwelled  into 
fair  Towns,  and  tbofc  that  were  good  Towns  before  rofe  into 
rich  Cities.  At  firft  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Provinces  carried 
on  a  large  Trade  to  Portugal,  from  whence  they  received  great 
Quantities  of  Indian  Goods  ;  but  when  Philip  II.  became  Mafter 
or  Portugal,  he  put  an  end  to  that  Trade,  which  inftead  of 
proving  a  Misfortune,  was  in  reality  of  high  Advantage  to  the 
Dutch,  by  forcing  them  to  attempt  opening  a  Trade  to  the 
Eajl-Indies,  which  in  the  Compafs  of  a  few  Years  they  did  with 
Succefs  beyond  their  Hopes ;  and  this  Commerce  being  managed  * 
by  a  Company  with  great  Prudence,  Frugality,  and  Induftry, 
produced  within  the  Period  of  which  we  have  given  the  Hiftory, 
prodigious  Advantages.  This  encouraged  them  to  fet  up  a 
Weft-India  Company,  and  that  too  became  no  left  flouriih- 
ing  in  a  very  fhort  Space  of  time.  The  Subjects  of  the 
States  likewifc,  by  the  Recommendation,  and  under  the  Pror 
te&ion  of  the  French  King  Henry  IV.  obtained  Leave  to  trade 
in  all  the  Ports  within  the  Dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignior  j 
fo  that  their  Commerce  in  the  Levant  became  alio  within  this 
Period  very  confiderable.  Taking  therefore  their  Fifheries, 
Manufactures,  and  foreign  Trade  together,  we  may  ealily  ac- 
count for  the  Growth  of  their  Naval  PoweF,  the  Increafe  of 
their  Wealth,  and  the  Poflibility  of  their  fuftaining  that  infinite 
Variety  of  Taxes,  Cuftorhs,  and  Excifes,  Which  were  neceflary 
to  fupport  fo  long  and  fo  expenfive  a  War,  as  that  by  which  their 
Liberties  were  eftablifhed  and  fecured. 

We  ought  likewife  to  obferve,  that  the  Situation  of  Affairs 
in  Europe,  through  this  whole  Period,  were  remarkably  favourable 
to  the  Growth  of  this  new  Republick.  The  overgrown  Power  % 
pf  Spain  was  equally  dreadful  and  dangerous  to  moil  of  the 
Potentates  in  Europe,  which  induced  them  openly  or  fecretly 
to  give  all  the  Affiftance  poffible  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe 
Provinces  upon  their  Revolt  5  and  the  inteftine  Difturbances  irj 
feveral  Countries,  but  more  efpecially  in  Germany  and  France^ 
prevented  their  meeting  with  any  Rivals ;  and  though  it  be  trup 
that  England  began  at  that  time  to  extend  her  Commerce, 
and  increafe  her  Naval  Power,  yet  this  was  fo  far  frpm  being 
any  Detriment,  that  it  was  in  reality  pf  very  great  Service  to 
the  Dutch,  with  whom  they  aded  conjunctly  in  warlike  Ex- 
peditions, and  frpjn  whom,  by  the  Temptation  of  hi^h  Wages, 
'.•-"■■•■  *  they 
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fhey  drew  lumbers  of  experienced  Pilots,  and  able  Seamen, 
who  were  extremely  ufeful  to  tbem  in  their  early  Voyages  both 
to*he  Soft  and  tVtft-Indits.  The  Quarrel  betweten  England 
*nd  fat?  Hem  ft  Towns  turned  alfo  very  much  to  their  Advantage  j 
nnd  in  {hort,  before  any  Spirit  of  £nvy  or  Emulation  arofe,  the 
Republick  was  not  only  beyond  the  Reach  of  Danger,  but  in- 
finitely fuperior  in  every  reipefl:  to  any  that  could  through  Envy 
aim  at  leffening  her  Grandeur,  the  Progrefs  of  her  Prosperity 
being  not  barely  quicker  than  either  Expe&ation  or  Experience 
could  fuggeft,  but  beyond  any  thing  which  either  ancient  or 
modern  Hiftory  records,  and  which  by  Pofterity  will  be  very 
hardly  believed. 
But  that  we  may  not  feem  to  deal  wholly  in  generals,  tbo'  this 

#  'might  be  excufed  from  the  narrow  Bounds  to  wKich  we  are 
confined,  we  will  enter  into  a  few  Particulars,  from  whence  the 
Reader  will  very  ealily  discover  the  Truth  of  what  we  have  al- 
ready advanced,  as  to  the  fudden  and  immenfe  Growth  of  the 
Commerce  of  this  Republick.  The  original  Fund  or  Capital 
©f  their  Eaft- India  Company,  was  in  their  Language  fixty  Tons 
of  Gold,  by  which  Phrafe  of  a  Ton  of  Gold,  is  underflpod  One 
hundred  thoufand  FJdHns,  or  about  Ten  thoufand  Pounds  Ster- 
ling, fo  that  this  Capital  was  very  little  above  Six  hundred  thou* 
land  Pounds  of  our  Money.  In  the  Space  of  Six  Years,  deducting 
all  their  Cote  and  Charges,  which  were  very  great,  and  their 
Dividends,  which  were  extremely  high,  the  Fund  or  Capital  of 

-  that  Company  increafed  notwithftandint  to  Six  hundred  Tons 
of  Gold,  that  is,  to  upwards  of  Six  Millions  Sterling.  It  is  in- 
deed true,  that  Xht&aji-India  Trade  has  not  kept  any  thing  like 
this  Proportion  fince,  but  in  point  of  Wealth,  Extent  of  Domi- 
nions, and  real  Power,  the  Dutch  Eaft-  India  Company  is  at  this 
Day,  not  only  beyound  any  Comparison  with  all  other  Coin* 
mercial  EftabliQiments,  but  might  be  efteemed  a  very  potent 

£  State  of  itfdf,  if  it  was  independent  of  their  HighMightinefles. 
The  Governor  General,  who  reildes  at  Batavia.  and  is  Supreme 
in  civil  and  military  Affiurs,  has  the  State,  the  Court,  and  die 
Appointments  of  a  Sovereign  Prince ;  makes  War  and  Peace  at 
his  Pleafure,  can  aflemble  an  Army  of  Twenty  or  Thirty  thou- 
(and  Men,  and  if  Occafion  fhouW  require,  could  put  to  Sea  a 
Fleet  of  fifty  Sail  of  the  Line  of  Battle,  without  building  a  Ship. 
A  Power  fuperior  to  any  thing  Trade  ever  produced  elfewhere ! 

The  Weft- India  Company  was  at  the  Beginning  as  great  and 
as  fortunate,  but  they  ruined  themfelves  by  making  too  large 
Dividends,  and  by  neglecting  Trade,  tlpt  they  might  attend  to 
their  Conquefts,  which  however  was  very  excufable,  while  they 
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were  Matters  *f  Brazil,  of  which  they  ttdfebt  ftnr  nrnthawd 
Mailers,  if  they  had  purfued  the  Exampleof  the  E aft- India  Com- 
pany, and  bad  confided  in  Count  Maurice  of  N*tfau>  to  wkmm 
they  flood  in  a  great  meafure  indebted  for  thofe  important Gc»» 
qucfts.  But  tho'  they  are  now  very  inconfiderabk  in  refpe&  id 
what  they  were,  or  in  regard  of  the  Baft-India  Company,  yet 
they  are  mil  poflefled  of  feveral  important  Place*  in  J/hcaf  of 
fome  Iflands  that  yield  a  great  Profit  in  the  W$-hSia+  and  of 
the  valuable  Settlement  of  Surinam,  with  many  new  EftabUih- 
ments  upon  the  Continent  of  South- America. 

If  therefore  we  refle&  upon  the  Grandeur  of  tbefe  two  Com* 
panics,  and  take  into  our  Confideration  alfo  the  vaft  Extent  of 
the  Dutch  Commerce  befides  in  *he  early  Days  of  this  Common* 
wealth,  when  the  Trade  of  Italy  was  funk,  the  maritime  Power 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  in  a  great  meafure  ruined,  the  Vigour  of 
the  Hanfe  Towns  in  Germany  vaftly  declined,  the  Commerce  of 
threat-Britain  in  its  Infancy,  ana  hardly  any  Trade  in  the 
Norths  we  may  very  eafily  conceive  how  the  Subjcds  of  the 
United  Provinces*  at  the  Beginning  of  the  1  aft  Century,  came  to 
have  more  Shipping  than  all  the  reft  of  Europe  together.  We 
may  likewife,  by  reviewing  in  our  own  Mbds  the  Changes  that 
have  iince  happened  in  the  Aflaii»af  Europe f  the  great  AppHoa* 
tion  of  this  and  other  Nations  to  the  promoting  Induftry  and 
encouraging  Commerce,  comprehend  without  any  Difficulty  how 
this  Proportion  has  been  altered  to  the  Degree  which  has  been  let 
forth  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Work ;  notwithstanding  which, 
the-Republick  of  the  United  Provinces  ftill  is,  and  has  ftiU  the  Ca* 
parity  of  maintaining  die  Rank  of,  a  very  gr At  Maritime  Power* 

But  befides  the  Reafons  before  affigned  for  the  fpeedy  Progrefs 
of  this  Republick  in  Power,  Wealth,  and  Trade,  there  are  a 
few  Points  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  becaufe  they  have  been  left 
observed  than  thofe  beforemcntiofied,  by  rooft  of  the  Authori  who^ 
have  treated  this  Subjc&.  .  The  Banennefc  of  the  Soil  and  want  of* 
Subfiftence  in  Holland*  and  tTeft-FrieJIaud*  was  a  priiwpal  Caufo 
of  Induftry  and  Wealth ;  for  People  not  being  able  to  live  there 
with  the  Pra&ice  of  ordinary  Labour,  were  compelled  to  join 
that  of  their  Head  with  their  Hands,  and  to  make  Frugality  the 
Steward  of  what  was  acquired  by  both  *.  which  fooa  ftrengthened 
into  fuch  Habits  of  Thinking,  Working,  and  Saving,  as  ren- 
dered thofe  Countries  famous,  and  drew  thither  all  who  had  a  Uttb 
Money  to  live  upon,  and  were  willing  to  improve  it  to  the  heft 
of  their  Power.  In  the  next  place,  a  gtaat  Part  of  the  People 
that  were  drawn  into  $*fe  Provinces  by  the  Reputation  of  the 
Liberty  enjoyed  thcaet  ao4  the  h&Mmk  of  the  Government, 
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came  thither  from  the  Walloon  Provinces  which  remained  fiibjeft 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  which  gave  them  a  double  Advantage,  by 
diminilhing  the  Wealth  and  Power  of  their  Enemy,  in  the  very 
fame  Proportion  that  it  ftrengthened  themfelves.  Add  to  all  this, 
that  their  Government  in  thofe  Days  had  really  great  Advantages, 
for  their  military  Power  by  Land  and  Sea  being  wholly  under  the 
Direction  of  their  Stadtholders,  and  Captain  Generals,  they  de- 
rived from  thence  all  thefe  Benefits,  without  feeling  any  of  the 
lnconveniencies  fometimes  borne  in  a  Monarchy ;  and  the  States 
General  having  all  Civil  Affairs  entirely  under  their  Direction 
and  Management,  they  were  very  wifely  conducted  :  for  the 
Safety  and  Power  of  the  Governors  depending  every  where  upon 
the  Succefs  of  their  Meafures ;  Probity  and  Prudence  were  fo 
much  their  Intereft,  that  it  was  next  to  impoffible  they  fhould 
neglect  them.  And  thus  private  Views  concurring  with  public*. 
Spirit,  things  for  the  firft  forty  Years  were  in  all  refpe£ts  carried 
to  as  high  a  Degree  of  Perfection,  as  the  Power  of  human  Wif- 
dom  could  provide,  or  indeed  that  human  Abilities  could  reach. 

But  upon  the  Demife  of  William  the  fecond,  Prince  of  Orange 
the  States  General  aflumed  the  executive  as  well  as  legiflativc 
Power  of  the  Government  into  their  Hands,  and  conceiving  the 
mod  violent  Apprehenfions  of  failing  again  under  the  Dominion 
of  a  ftngle  Peribn,  made  it  the  capital  Objeft  of  their  Policy  to 
provide  againft  it,  which  had  very  bad  Efte&s.  In  1651,  they 
held  another  General  Affembly,  in  which  the  Union  of  Utrecht 
was  ratified.  After  this,  the  Louveftein  Party  projected  the  per- 
petual Edi&  for  abolifhing  the  Stadtholderfhip,  that  is,  for  de- 
itroying  theConftitufion  which  had  been  the  Parent  and  Nurfe 
of  their  Liberties ;  they  diftniffed  their  beft  Officers,  they  dif- 
b?nded  their  old  Troops,  and  gave  the  Command  of  thofe  that 
wer^  neceflarily  kept  up,  to  their  own  Friends  and  Relations.  In 
_ihort,  their  ruling  Maxim  was  that  which  upon  fome  Occasions 
•Hhey  made  their  Motto,  Peace  and  a  good  Government ;  things 
very  compatible  for  a  time,  but  which  can  never  fubiift  long  to- 
gether. 

For  Peace,  in  Pfocefs  of  time,  introduces  Effeminacy  and 
Corruption,  which  of  courfe  debafe  and  infeeble  a  Govern- 
ment to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  render  it  incapable  of  refilling  ex- 
ternal Invafion,  or  inteftine  Commotions;  the  former  of  which 
it  invites,  aryi  feldom  fails  to  kindle  the  latter.  But  though 
thefe  Mifchiefs  might  have  been  obvious  enough  to  able  and 
difinterefted  Politicians,  yet  Concern  for  private  Advantage 
hid  them  from  the  Eyes  of  the  prevailing  Faction  in  thefe  Pro- 
ypices,  lyfoo  with  ail  their  Zeal  ^n4  Jncfuiby  laboured  to  pofleli 
1  them* 
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thdhfelves  of  the  Government,  which  they  very  fpeedily  effe&ddfj 
to  the  mod  ablblute  and  uncontroulable  Degree. 

When  I  fay  they  pofiefTed  themfelves  of  it,  I  would  be  under- 
ftood  to  mean,  they  filled  by  degrees  all  Pofts  of  Honour,  Truft, 
and  Profit,  withthofeof  their  own  Party,  excluding  fuch  as  were 
well  affefled  to  the  Family  of  Orange ;  notwithstanding  that 
Numbers  of  them  had  ferved  their  Country  with  equal  Fidelity 
and  Reputation.  This  produced  here  what  it  has  ever  produced 
in  all  Countries,  where  any  thing  of  the  like  kind  has  happened, 
Envy,  Difcontent,  Jealoufies,  Heats  and  Animofities,  equally  de-* 
ftru&ive  of  private  Peace  and  publick  Welfare.  Thofe  in  Power 
treated  fuch  as  they  had  excluded,  as  if  they  had  been  Enemies  to 
their  Country,  and  .thofe  that  were  opprefled  regarded  all  inPof- 
feflion  of  Employments,  not  as  their  legal  Governors,  but  as  fo 
many  Tyrants,  who  violated  thofe  Laws  they  pretended  to  admi- 
nifter,  and  treated  as  Slaves,  thofe  whom  they  ftiled  their  Subje&s. 

At  this  Jun&ure,  as  we  before  remarked,  the  Republick  was 
at  its  greateft  Height  in  refpeft  to  Power,  to  Wealth  and  Repu- 
tation ;  and  this  tempted  the  great  Men  then  at  the  Head  of  Af- 
fairs, to  fignalize  their  Adminiftration  by  entering  into  a  War 
with  England,  which  was  fuddenly  become  a  Republick  alfo; 
What  they  hoped  would  have  added  Strength  and  Fame  to  that 
Authority,  of  which  they  were  juft  become  ajrfolute  Matters,  had 
the  quite  contrary  Effeft,  for  it  exhaufted  their  Naval  Power, 
and  by  its  unfortunate  Iflbe  leflened  their  Credit  extremely.  This 
they  afcribed  to  the  Difaffefiion  of  fome  Officers  they  were 
obliged  to  employ,  and  to  the  Contagion  of  their  Principles 
among  the  Seamen,  which  acquired  fome  Degree  of  Probability, 
by  their  managing  with  much  better  Succefs  a  fecond  War  with 
that  Nation,  after  the  Reftoration  of  its  Monarchy,  and  when 
the  Louveftein  Fafiion  employed  none  but  their  own  Creatures, 
Their  good  Fortune,  however,  as  it  made  them  infolent,  fo  tt 
rendered  them  hated  j  for  tho'  John  de  ffltt,  who  was  at  the 
Head  of  Affairs,  lived  very  modeftly,  and  a&ed  with  great  Mo- 
deration, yet  his  Brother  Cornelius,  tho'  he  too  was  a  brave  and 
able  Man,  had  fuch  a  Tinftureof  Vanity,  and  conduced  every 
thing  with  fuch  an  Eclat,  as  raifed  the  Envy  of  the  better  Sort  as 
much  as  it  excited  the  Jealoufy  and  Averfion  of  the  Populace. 

This  Situation  of  their  Affairs,  and  the  extraordinary  Power 
of  Lewis  XIV.  made  it  neceffary  for  the  Governors  of  the  Repub- 
lick to  court  him,  which  tho*  they  fometimes  did,  yet  fuch  was 
the  haughty  Spirit  of  their  Adminiftration,  that  ty  a  wanton 
Difplay  of  what  they  took  to  be  the  Effe&s  of  their  great  Wif- 
dom  and  good  Fortune,  they  provoked  this  great  Monarch  to 
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falter  into  *  Confederacy,  which  aimed  at  ad  left  &an  tfie  iJe- 
itrudion  of  the  Republick.  This  produced  the  Invafion  of  1672  ) 
and  as  that  appeared  to  the  People  the  mere  EStQs  of  the  ofen- 
tatious  Pride  of  their  Rulers,  it  brought  about  a  fudd&s  and  in 
fane  Refpefts  a  bloody  Revolution,  the  two  £>/  WftTs  being 
murdered  by  the  Mob,  the  Lwvefitin  Syftem  entirely  dttfblved, 
and  William  the  third,  Prkoe  of  Orange,  by  the  Abolition  of  the 
perpetual  Edift,  reftored  to  the  high  Offices  which  his  Anceflorf 
had  discharged  with  fo  much  Glory* 

The  great  Coinage  and  Prudence  with  which  he  cnndn&ed 
that  War,  and  extricated  Ms-Country' from  Difficulties  very  little 
inferior  to  thofe  againft  which  his  Great  Grandfather  ftftiggled, 
procured  him  the  ftable  Poffeffion  of  thofe  Honours  which  the 
inclinations  of  his  Countrymen  had  bellowed,  and  fixed  bis  Au- 
thority upon  a  firm  as  well  as  legal  Balis.  When  that  great  Prince 
railed  himfelf  to-  the  Throne  of  the  Brrtijb  Dominions,  he  (HU 
retained  the  Dignity  of  StadthoMer,  which  in  cafe  he  had  been 
blefled  with  Children,  was  before  that  time  declared  hereditary  ; 
but  wanting  thb  Support*  and  being  obliged  to  be  often  abfent, 
his  Power  was  actually,  tho*  fecretly  diminifbed,  while  in  out- 
ward Appearance  it  was  at  its  greatcft  Height.  The  Remains  of 
the  Lauviflein  Fa&ion,  partly  by  Compliance,  and  partly  by 
dint  of  the  great  Intereft  of  their  Families,  crept  again  into 
Employments,  fo  that  at  the  Demife  of  King  William^  they  be- 
came once  more  in  fome  meafure  Matters,  and  being  taught 
Prudence  and  Moderation  by  Adverfitv,  ftrengthened  themfelves 
imperceptibly,  and  at  length  fettled  tneir  oligarchic  Sway  upon 
a.  much  broader  Foundation  than  it  had  ever  flood  before. 

It  is  not  known  to  many  People,  but  the  matter  of  Fad  is 
neverthelefs  true,  that  t he  protrafting  the  laft  general  War,  and 
the  continual  Oppofition  given  by  the  Field  Deputies  of  the  States 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  more  efpecially  at  his  firft  Entrance 
upon  his  Command  of  the  Army  of  the  Allies,  was  owing 
entirely  to  this  State  of  things.  The  Louvtfiein  Fa&on  were 
afraid, ,  that  if  either  a  Battle  fhould  be  loft,  or  their  Troops  re- 
moved at  any  Diftance  from  their  Frontiers,  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  great  Cities  Would  difcover  that  Diflike,  which  they  knew 
they  bore  to  their  Proceedings.  The  happy  Progrefs  of  that  War 
made  them  eafier  by  degrees,  more  efpecially  after  the  unfortu- 
nate. Death  of  his  Serene  Highnefi  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
NafiaU)  Father  to  the  late  excellent  Stadtholder,  who  was  drown- 
ed in  his  Paflage  at  Morcdyke,  July  the  14th,  i7Xi»  as  he  was 
coming  to  the  Hague,  to  fettle  all  Points  in  difference  between 
the  King  of  Prujfia  and  himfclf,  in  relation  to  the  Succeffion  of 
x  the 
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the  late  King  William  the  third  5  the  Prince  being  Heir  by  Will* 
and  the  King  by  Defcent 

By  this  deplorable  Accident  in  fo  critical  a  Seafon,  when  the 
Claim  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange  descended  a  fecond  time  to  a 
pofthunious  Child,  the  Steps  taken  to  fupport  them  were  ren- 
dered abortive,  and  at  the  feme  time  it  ruined  in  a  manner  all 
the  Hopes  of  thofe  who  were  either  attached  by  Inclination,  or 
connected  by  their  Circumftances  to  that  illuftrious  Houfe.  The 
dominant  Party  taking  the  Advantage  therefore  of  this  favour- 
able Opportunity,  exerted  their  utmoft  Skill  and  Power  in  dif- 
pofing  of  all  Places,  in  fuch  manner  as  might  render  them  for 
ever  Secure,  and  prevent  fo  much  as  the  glimmering  of  a  Reco* 
very  to  their  Opponents,  in  which  if  they  did  not  ad  as  worthy 
Citizens,  they  certainly  behaved  wifely  upon  Party  Principles ; 
and  for  fome  time  their  Scheme  was  attended  with  all  the  Suc- 
cefs  they  could  with,  as  in  other  Countries  is  generally  the  Cafe, 
till  Party  Succefc  turns  upon  itfelf. 

In  this  State  things  continued  for  many  Years;  and  this 
Continuance  encouraged  fuch  as  were  Mailers  of  Power,  to 
believe  it  a  thing  inherent  to  theo^  that  they  had  an  cxdufive 
Right  to  enjoy  it,  and  that  whoever  fought  to  rife  without  their 
Confent)  tho  he  fought  it  in  ever  fo  honourable  a  manner,  was 
to  be  regarded  as  a  public  Enemy.  A  Man  might  be  learned, 
ihduftrious  and  rich,  might  live  in  what  manner  he  would,  build 
Palaces,  fet  up  Equipages,  keep  Aflemblies,  or  even  Operas  in 
his  own  Houfe  unmoleited ;  but  if  fuch  a  Man  lived  frugally, 
Was  kind  to  his  poor  Neighbours,  and  took  pains  to  be  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  better  Sort  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  held  in  Sufpi- 
cion,  and  if  he  attempted  to  get  into  the  Magiftracy,  he  was 
accounted  a  dangerous  Man.  Thefe  Apprehenflons,  grounded 
upon  the  known  Difcontents  of  the  common  People,  had  fuch 
an  Effedt  upon  the  Grandees,  that  inftead  of  regarding  the 
Welfare  and  Honour  of  the  Republick,  they  ftudied  only  to  pre- 
ferve  it  in  Peace ;  and  this  becaufe  they  fop  plainly,  that  when- 
ever War  was  declared,  or  entered  into  againft  any  Enemy,  but 
againft  France  more  elpecially,  it  would  fooner  or  later  make  a 
Breach  in  their  Syftem,  through  which  the  Stadtholder  would 
certainly  enter  and  bring  in  his  Friends  with  him,  which  they 
dreaded  as  much  as  they  did  the  Iaft  Day. 

I  may  fafely  appeal  to  the  Hiftory  of  Europe  in  general,  and  to 
that  of  this  Kepublick  in  particular,  for  the  Proof  of  what  I 
fay.  Treaty  after  Treaty  was  made  for  the  fake  of  preferring, 
or  rather  patching  up  of  Peace ;  the  military  Efiablifhment  was 
fuffered  to  run  into  great  Diforder,    their  maritime' Power 
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dwindled  extremely,  and  in  (hort  every  thing  funic,  except 
Taxes,  Debts,  and  the  private  Fortunes  of  thefe  great  Rulers* 
and  their  Friends.  By  this  means  it  came  to  pafs,  that  irr  a 
fliort  time  it  was  no  Secret  the  Strength  of  the  State  was  greatly 
declined,  fhe  was  in  no  Condition  to  undertake  any  thing  ex- 
traordinary to  deliver  her  out  of  this  Plight,  but  rather  obliged 
to  attach  herfelf  fome  way  or  other  to  her  Neighbours,  fo  as  to 
be  fure  of  Support,  and  to  be  kept  out  of  Danger  of  taking  up 
Arms.  Yet  even  in  thefe  Circumftances  there  wanted  not  Men 
bold  enough  to  profefs  themielves  Patriots,  to  compare  the  pre- 
fent  Condition  of  the  Republick  with  the  paft,  and  to  teftify 
their  Wifhes,  that  the  Pace  of  Affairs  might  change,  fo  as  to 
refemble  what  they  were  in  former  Times. 

In  1 722,  the  States  of  Gueldrcs  chofe  the  late  Prince  of  Orange 
their  Stadtholder,  notwithftanding  all  the  Oppofition  that  could" 
be  given  to  that  Meafure  by  the  Province  of  Holland  \  and  this 
alarmed  the  prevailing  Party  exceffively.  They  faw  that  this 
would  give  Life  and  Spirit  to  the  Patriots,  and  that  as  his  Serene 
Highnd's  grew  up,  and  difplayed  upon  all  Occafions  the  he- 
reditary V  irtues  of  his  Family,  the  Number  of  his  Adherents 
would  incrcafe,  and  thofe  who  difiiked  their  Management 
would  not  be  without  a  Head,  as  had  been  the  Cafe  for  many 
Years ;  and  this  heightened  their  Averfion  to  every  thing  that 
had  the  leafl  Appearance  of  Vigour,  or  of  Spirit,  at  the  fame 
time  it  drove  them  into  that  Complaifance  for  a  Certain  power- 
ful Neighbour,  which  was  fo  detrimental  to  the  true  Interefts  of 
Europe. 

When  in  fpite  of  all  their  Care,  and  after  a  long  Series  of 
temporizing  and  negotiating,  they  found  themfclves  obliged 
to  take  a  Part  in  this  laft  War,  their  Conduct  was  fo  fluc- 
tuating and  irregular,  that  it  gave  no  fmall  Difiatisfa&ion  to 
both  Parties,  On  the  one*  hand,  the  Allies  knew  not  how 
to  depend  upon  them ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  Service  they  rendered  to  the  French  by  their 
Ficklenefs  and  Irrefolution,  they  were  alfo  at  a  lofs  how  to 
deal  with  them.  In  the  firft  place,  they  tried  by  the  Intrigues 
of  Fenelon ,  and  his  Succeflbr,  to  engage  them  in  a  Neutrality, 
to  which  they  (hewed  at  once  an  Inclination  and  a  Reluc- 
tance. ^The  former  was  the  Effects  of  the  true  Spirit  of  their 
Government,  which  was  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  and  let 
what  would  become  of  the  reft  of  the  World ;  the  latter  pro- 
ceeded from  their  Fear,  for  it  was  now  evident  enough  that 
the  People  abhorred  (o  difhonourable  a  Meafure,  and  were  in- 
clined to  hazard  any  thing,  rather  than  fink  into  fo  fhamefui  a 
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State  bF  Dependence  bh  that  Power*  which  of  ill  others  they 
had  mod  Reafon  to  fear: . 

To  bring  the  Matter  therefore  to  fome  Iflue,  the  French  Court 
took  the  Refolution  of  making  ufe  of  Force,  and  this  in- 
duced them  to  transfer  the  War  into  the  Low-Countries^  and 
to  attack  the  Barrier,  which  certainly  was  no  Part  of  their 
original  Defign,  and  which  neither  could,  or  did  contribute 
much  to  the  facilitating  their  Views.  In  this  Invafion  they 
had  all  the  Succeis  they  could  defire  in  the  Field,  but  none  at 
all.  in  the  great  Point  of  the  Neutrality,  which  by  this  tim£ 
was  become  more  difficult,  and  more  dangerous  for  thefe  great 
Statefmen  to  undertake;  fince  their  Syftem  was  now  tho- 
roughly manifeft,  and  from  the  flxange  Manner  in  which 
the  War  had  been  conducted,  their  Forces  were  fo  much  weak- 
ened that  they  were  as  little  able  to  impofe  by  Violence  upon 
their  Subjects,  as  to  oppofe  their  Enemies*  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Length  of  the  War  grew  infupportable  to  the  French,  and 
they  found  themfelves  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of  coming 
to  Extremities,  and  trying  what  might  be  done  by  falling 
upon  the  Territories  of  the  States,  which  hitherto  had  been  re- 
fpeded.  There  is  but  too  much  Caufe  to  believe*  that  this 
was  not  altogether  unforefeen  in  Holland,  and  the  French  Ge- 
nerals, from  the  natural  Infolence  and  Impetuofity  of  that  Na- 
tion, made  fo  little  a  Secret  of  the  Expectations  of  their.  Court, 
when  they  fell  upon  Dutch  Flanders >  that  the  Populace,  who 
had  long  before  opened  their  Eyes,  were  tempted  by  Defpair 
to  open  their  Mouths  too,  and  to  declare  in  plain  Terms  againft 
that  Government,  which  either  by  Connivance  or  Contrivance 
had  facrificed  them. 

The  only  Expedient  they  could  have  recourfe  to,  was  fet- 
ting  up  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  Najfaii 
for  Stadtholder;  and  therefore  there  is  no  kind  of  Wonder, 
that  they  had  recourfe  to  it.  But,  however,  the  Spirits  of  the 
Nation  were  funk  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  whatever  Figure  the 
Mobs  might  make,  that  brought  this  important  Event  about, 
in  our  Gazettes,  I  can  affirm  that  they  were  in  themfelves 
very  inconfiderable,  and  that  two  or  three  good  Troops  of 
Horfe  might  have  difperfed  them  with  great  Eafe.  The  Rea- 
der muft  have  a  care  of  conceiving  from  hence,  that  thofe 
who  wiflbed  well  to  this  Revolution  were  only  the  Dregs  of 
the  People,  for  there  is  nothing  lefs  true  j  but  thofe  who  wifli- 
ed  well  to  it,  contented  themfelves  wi£h  thofe  Wifhes,  and 
were  afraid  to  give  any  publick  Signs  of  their  Satisfaction  till  it 
became  dangerous  not  to  do  it  j  and  then  feeing  the  Strength 
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$f  their  own  Party,  they  were  amazed,  it  bad  not  been  brought 
about  long  before.  Yet  they  buffered  themfclves  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  Appearances,  and  to  believe,  that  the  Facility  with 
which  this  great  Change  had  been  inftantaneouily  produced, 
was  a  good  Omen  of  ks  proving  as  effe&ual  as  they  could  de- 
fire  it ;  and  therefore  either  from  a  Return  of  Indolence,  or  an 
unreafonable  Timidity  of  acting  againft  thofe  to  whom  they  had 
fo  long  fubmitted,  they  left  the  Accomplishment  of  this  great 
Work,  to  the  Populace  who  had  begun  iu  Accordingly  the 
Prince  was  declared  Stadtbolder  of  the  Union,  June  4, 174.7. 

It  is  very  certain,  that  if  thefe  poor  People  had  known  as 
well  how  to  go  about  their  Affairs,  as  they  knew  what  they 
would  have  been  at,  they  would  have  performed  the  whole 
Buiinefs  of  a  Revolution  to  a  Miracle ;  and  as  it  was,  they  pro- 
cured thofe  Refolutions  which  have  been  the  Balis  of  aU  that 
has  been  done  fince,  and  which  will  in  the  End  become  the 
fundamental  Principles  of  the  Belgic  Liberty,  either  by  a  Re~ 
ftoration  of  the  old  Conftitutbn,  or  the  conftru&ing  it  a-new. 
But  how  upright  foever  their  Intentions  might  be,  the  boifte- 
rous  Manner  in  which  they  purfued  them,  was  mantfeftly  in- 
continent with  any  kind  of  Government,  and  therefore  iniiearf 
of  countenancing  them,  the  Prince  Stadtholder  found  himfelf 
under  a  Neceffity  of  retraining  them. 

This  very  neceffary  Step  had  two  veiry  unlucky  Confe- 
rences ;  the  firft,  that  it  encouraged  the  fallen  Rarty  to  form 
jiew  Schemes,  and  the  next,  that  it  not  only  damped  the  Spirits 
of  the  Populace,  but  induced  thofe  who  fecretly  approved  their 
Proceedings,  to  fufpe£t  that  things  would  take  another  new 
Turn,  and  that  the  Faction  would  avail  themfelves  of  the  Stadt- 
holder's  Authority.  Thefe  Notions  floating  in  People's  Heads, 
produced  for  fome  time  a  Confufion  that  no  Words  can  de- 
scribe, and  of  which  it  is  impoflible  that  any  foould  form  an 
.  Idea,  except  thofe  who  faw  and  obferved  its  Effc&s.  By  de- 
grees all  Ranks  of  People  returned  to  their  original  Sentiments, 
the  Patrons  o£  the  old  Syftem  found  themfelves  rather  fright- 
ed than  hurt,  they  were  ftill  in  the  quiet  Pofleffion  not  only  of 
their  private  Fortunes,  but  of  their  Poft6  ki  the  Government, 
and  this  tempted  them  to  make  their  utmoft  Efforts  to  procure 
fiieh  a  Countenance  to  their  former  Proceedings,  as*  might  make 
ft  appear  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  what  they  did  was  with 
the  Confent  of  the  Nation, 

While  they  had  this  great  Point  in  view,  they  forgot  the 
Promifes  which  thty  had  made  to  the  People  in  the  Beginning  of 
the  Year,  and  to  the  Performance  of  which  they  expected  k 
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Vtfuld  be  impofilble  to  call  them,  on  the  fcore  of  a  Mry  <taff«' 
gerous  Diftemper,  with  which  4his  Serene  Highnefe  was  theii 
aiffided,  the  lffueof  which  being  very  doubtful,  kept  the  Hopes 
of  foroe,  and  the  Fears  of  others  in  fufpenfe ;  by  which,  as  th* 
domeftick  Oeconomy  of  the  Rcpublick  fufFered  exceedingly,  fo 
k  is  to  be  feared  the  common  Caufe  met  with  irreparable  Da* 
mage,  by  the  NegleS  of  a  War,  as  important  in  its  Confe- 
rences, as  in  its  Nature  it  wasjuft  and  neceffary. 

Human  Policy  may  be  compared  to  the  Image  of  Jdnus,  ex- 
cept that  the  Eyes  in  the  Head  looking  backward,  are  infinitely 
better  than  thofe  that  refpedt  prefent  cfr  future  events;  It  is 
very  certain,  that  good  Patriots  at  this  Juriftttre  were  under* 
violent  Apprehenfiora,  and  I  dare  fay  there  was  not  a  fingle 
Man  in  Holland,  who  forefaw  the  ftrange  Effe&  of  this  dull 
and  indolent  Supinenefs,  at  a  Seafon  that  required  the  utmoft 
Afiivity,  as  well  as  the  greateft  Circumfpe&ion.  It  had,  how- 
ever, good  EfFe£b ;  for  the  People's  Patience  being  quite  wore! 
out,  and  no  Sign  of  the  Performance  of  what  had  been  promifed 
them,  they  refumed  the  Work  of  Reformation,  and  refolvcd  to 
demolish  the  Farms.  When  once  this  Humour  broke  out,  it 
fpread  like  Wildfire.  Publicans  were  ever  hated  in  all  Coun«* 
tries,  and  by  all  Nations ;  that  is,  thofe  who  fpoil  their  Neigh- 
bours  under  colour  of  -executing  the  Laws,  but  in  reality  to  en- 
rich themfelves.  This  was  plainly  and  undeniably  the  Cafo  of 
the  Farmers*  from  the  greateft  to  the  leaft ;  and  whatever  Au * 
thority  they  might  derive  from  the  Laws,  there  is  no  doub:  that 
their  Infoience,  theis  Luxury,  and  their  Profufioiij  wa$  their 
own ;  and  for  thefe  they  were  moft  juftly  punifhed. 

One  would  have  imagined  that  the  (norteft  and  moft  natural 
Way  of  putting  a  ftop  to  thefe  Diforders,  had  been  to  have  com- 
plied with  the  Promifes  made  to  the  People  In  the  Month  of 
Jarmary ;  and  this  was  the  very  Method  to  which  the  Magi- 
ftrates  in  fome  Cities  were  inclined  to  have  recourfe ;  but  the 
Lovers  of  the  old  Syftem,  who  could  not  bear  the  Thoughts 
of  lofing  the  Farms  and  the  Farmers,  which  afforded  at  once  a 
large  Revenue,  and  a  numerous  Militia,  interpofed,  cancelled 
the  publick  A&s  of  thofe  Magiftrates,  and  endeavoured  to 
maintain,  as  efllntial  to  the  Government,  what  was  become 
an  infupportable  Burthen  upon  the  People  j  towards  which  they 
made  a  very  free  Ufe  of  his  Royal  Htghnefs's  Name,  endeavour-* 
ing  to  entrench  their  Meafures  behind  his  Titles. 

This,  tho*  well  contrived,  proved  but  a  very  feeble  Expcdi-* 
ent.  Weak  and  infirm  as  his  Highnefs  was,  he  ihewed  the  true 
Spirit,  and  generous  Resolution  of  his  illuftrious  Family,  he 
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taixtc  In  Perfon  and  offered  that  Propofition,  which  gave  heW 
Life  to  the  Republick,  by  (hewing  the  Plan  upon  which  he 
meant  to  proceed,  and  that  he  was  in  earneft  refolved  to  put  the 
Government  upon  its  old  and  right  Foundation*  the  Love,  the 
Fidelity,  and  Confidence  of  all  its  Subjects. 

His  Highnefs's  fubfequent  Behaviour,  in  regard  to  the  Tu- 
mults at  Amflerdam^  the  Pains  taken  to  fatisfy  the  People  of 
Friefland  and  Groningen>  his  Care  in  reference  to  the  Difturb- 
ancc*  at  Leyden,  his  being  content  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of 
holding  the  fuprcmc  Direction  of  Affairs  belonging  to  the  Eaft* 
India  Company,  and  difcharging  it  in  *fueh  a  manner  as  to  ex- 
cite a  Defire  in  the  Proprietors  of  the  Wejl-ln£a  Company  to 
veft  the  like  Meifure  of  Authority  in  his  Hands,  plainly  proved 
that  he  inherited  the  Virtues  >and  great  Qualities  of  his  illuftri- 
ous  Houfe,  and  feemcd  to  be  raifed  up  by  Providence  to  deliver 
tha  Republick  from  the  Jaws  of  Corruption  (a  Monfter  lefe 
hideous  indeed,  but  more  fubtle,  and  to  the  full  as  inexorable 
as  Tyranny  herfelf)  by  his  Wifdom  and  Virtue; 

The  whole  of  this  Prince's  Adminiftration  might*  without 
Partiality,  and  with  great  Propriety,  be  ftiled  a  continual  Dif- 
play  or  his  Affection  for  his  Country,  and  for  his  Country- 
men, and  a  clear  Demonftration  that  his  high  Dignities  were 
no  otherwife  pleafing  to  him,  than  as  they  afforded  torn  an  Op- 
portunity of  removing  Evils  and  doing  good  to  the  People.  It 
gave  him  inexpreffible  Concern,  that  with  indefatigable  Atten- 
tion, and  the  beft  Inclination  in  the  World,  he  could  do  but 
little.  Like  a  Hufbandman  employed  in  the  Cultivation  of 
a  degenerate  Soil,  he  ploughed  and  fowed  without  receiving 
any  Return,  or  at  leaft  a  very  fmall  one,  in  the  Harveft.  Under 
thefe  Difficulties  his  Spirit  rather  rofe  than  fell ;  and  he  was  al- 
ways offering  fome  new  Expedient  for  the  Benefit  of  the  State, 
or  for  the  Service  of  the  People,  notwithftanding  they  were  al- 
moft  always  rejected.  He  puflied  with  the  utmoft  Vigour  the 
Performance  of  thofe  Promifes  that  had  been  made  to  the  Pub- 
lick  j  and  in  all  human  Probability  he  would  at  length  have 
prevailed  Co  far  as  to  have  feen  them  executed  in  their  utmoft 
Extent,  of  which  the  prefent  Generation  have  now  but  weak 
Expectations. 

At  the  time  when,  for  certain  Reafons,  he  thought  proper 
to  make  a  Tour  to  Aix  la  Chapelle^  he  caufed  the  great  Scheme 
for  the  Revival  of  Trade  to  be  laid  before  the  States  in 
his  Abfence,  that  they  might  deliberate  freely  upon  it,  and 
take  what  Share  of  Merit  to  themfelves  they  pleafed.  If 
this  had  been   the  only  fliining,  as  it  was  almoft  the  laft  Jd 
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of  his  Admrntftratlon^  it  ought  to  have  rendered  his  Memory 
immortal,  as  it  was  indubitably  one  of  the  worthieft  andnobleit 
Actions  his  high  Dignity  enabled  him  to  perform.  He  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  underftand  Commerce,-  as  a  Merchants  he 
never  affedted  any  kind  of  Knowledge  that  did  not  become  him. 
He  underftood  it  however  as  a  Prince,  he  knew  that  it  was  the 
fole  Foundation  of  Maritime  Power,  he  faw  that  the  State  rofe 
as  it  rofe,  and  that  it  declined  as  it  decayed.  He  judged  there- 
fore, and  he  judged  wifely,  that  the  moft  fpeedy,  certain,  and 
effectual  Method  to  reftore  the  Affairs  of  the  Rcpublick,  was  to 
revive  Commerce ;  and  having  formed  this  great  and  falutary 
Project,  he  did  next  what  Princes  are  leaft  inclined  to  do,  he 
fought,  he  obtained,  and  he  followed  the  beji  Advice. 

It  had  been  glorious  for  him,  and  happy  for  his  Country,  if 
he  had  lived  to  purfue  and  perfect  this  great  Defign,  which 
procured  him  the  folemn  Thanks,  of  the  City  of  Jmflerdam, 
and  the  univerfal  Attachment  of  the  whole  mercantile  Intereft 
in  Holland.  But  Providence  otherwife  decreed ;  and  tho*  at  his 
Return  from  Aix  la  Chapelle,  his  Highnefs  appeared  in  a  better 
State  of  Health  than  for  many  Years  before,  yet  he  foon  after 
fell  ill  of  a  Fever,  which  in  a  very  fhort  time  bereaved  the 
United  Provinces  of  their  Bejl-beloved  Stadtholder;  for  that 
was  the  Epithet  bellowed  on  him  by  the  Voice  of  the  People  ; 
and  deprived  Europe  of  a  Prince,  whofe  Virtues  added  Luftre 
to  his  Dignity,  in  the  Prime  of  his  Life ;  for  he  was  but  in  the 
fortieth  Year  of  his  Age ;  ana"  when  be  was  moft  in  a  Condi* 
tion  to  execute  the  great  and  good  Defigns  he  had  ever  medi* 
tated  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Republick. 

Immediately  upon  his  Death  the  States  General  chearfully> 
punctually  and  honourably  executed  the  conftitutional  Settle- 
ment, in  acknowledging  the  Count  de  Buren  his  Son  for  their 
Hereditary  Stadtholder,  and  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  o£ 
Orange^  his  Widow,  in  Quality  of  Governefs  General  during 
the  Minority.  What  will  follow  is  in  the  Womb  of  time, 
and  may  it  bring  forth  propitious  Events  to  the  Peace  of  this 
Country,  the  Profperity  of  the  Proteftant  Intereft,  and  the  In* 
dependency  and  Tranquillity  of  Chriftendom  ! 

All  the  feniible  and  difinterefted  Part  of  the  Dutch  Nation; 
are  by  (his  time  convinced,  that  the  Notion  of  a  perfect  Demo<- 
cracy,  and  a  Form  of  Government  founded  on  an  Equality  of 
Wealth  and  Povicr,  is  mere  Delufion,  invented  and  preached  up 
by  fuch,  as  mean  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  as  much  of  both  as 
they  can  poffibly  grafp,  and  then  cover  themfelves  and  their 
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Aflbciates  with  the  fpecious  Titles  of  the  Rulers  of  a  free 
People,  when  they  are  in  fact  no  more  than  Leaders  of  a  cer- 
tain Faftion.  The  Nation  muft  be  fatisfied  from  Experience, 
that  fuch  a  Regimen  as  this  participates  of  both  Extremes,  of 
Tyranny  and  An  arch  v  ;  inclining  to  the  former  in  a  Seafon  of 
full  Peace,  and  declining  towards  the  latter  in  a  time  of 
Trouble.  The  Dutch  Nation  muft  by  this  time  apprehend, 
that  the  only  natural  Poize  in  their  Conftitution  is  the  Power 
pf  a  Stadtholder,  in  whom  an  Excefs  of  Authority  can  never  be 
apprehended,  while  that  innate  Love  of  Liberty,  for  which 
they  have  been  ever  famous,  continues  to  glow  in  their  Bo- 
bbins, and  whofe  Authority  will  by  degrees  extinguish  thofe 
Attempts,  that  crafty  and  feditious  Men  may  infpire  their 
Tools  to  make,  in  order  to  create  freih  Confuiions.  Harmony 
and  Perfection  are  the  Works  of  time,  as  well  as  Wiflom,  and 
fhe  Continuance  of  Peace  will  without  doubt  bring  them  to 
that  Maturity,  which  will  effectually  reftore  the  domdftick  State 
of  their  Affairs. 

As  to  the  foreign  Interefts  of  this  Republick,  they  conilft  in 
living  upon  good  Terms  with  her  Neighbour^,  in  the  ftrift 
Performance  of  Treaties,  and  in  the  Maintenance  of  the  Bal- 
Jance  of  Power.  A  good  Correfpondence  with  her  Neighbours 
is  an  effential  Point  of  Policy  with  refpe&  to  this  State,  becaufe 
the  chief  Dependence  of  her  Subjects  is  on  Commerce,  which 
is  incompatible  with  an  un fettled  State  of  Things.  This  Maxim 
Jwvvever  muft  not  be  adhered  to*,  without  due  Deference  for 
the  other  two,  fmce  Peace,  like  Gold,  may  be  bought  too  dear, 
and  nothing  can  be  fo  prejudicial  to  Commerce,  as  to  make  it 
a  Pretence  for  betraying  the  Dignity,  and  finking  the  Credit  of 
the  State,  by  which  it  muft  in  time  be  weakened,  and  in  the 
ercl  loft.  Alliances  and  Treaties  of  a  defensive  Nature  arc  to 
J>e  made  with  great  Deliberation,  but  are  facred  when  once 
concluded,  and  muft  be  at  all  Events  fulfilled,  that  the  Repub- 
lick may  have  a  clear  Title  to  the  Afliftance  of  her  Allies  when- 
ever her  Circumftances  may  require  it.  But  that  Peace  may 
produce  thofe  Fruits  that  are  expected  from  it ;  that  the  fndea- 
vours  of  the  Republick  may  prove  fuccefsful  in  the  Caufe  of  her 
Friends ;  and  that  her  Allies  may  never  be  deterred  from  com- 
plying with  their  Engagements  in  her  Favour  j  it  is  abfolutely 
pecefiary  that  the  Ballance  fhould  be  preferved.  For  this  Maxim, 
as  it  gave  Being  to  the  Republick,  which  was  fupported  ia  its 
Infancy,  in  order  to  lefien  the  exorbitant  Power  of  Spain  ;  fo  if 
e-ver  the  Balia^cc  jhould  be  loft,  it  is  fure  \q  feel  the  bad  Effects 
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of  it  firft,  and  in  the  moft  imminent  Degree.  At  thefe  arc 
Truths,  which  may  be  demon  ft  rated  from  Keafon,  fothey  have 
been  more  than  once  juftified  by  Experience,  fince  the  Affairs 
of  Europe  were  never  at  a  Crifis  in  this  refpeit,  but  thofe  of 
the  United  Provinces  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger,  as  the  Reader 
has  already  feeafrom  a  Deduction  of  Fa&s.  ' 

In  the  Ntrth,  it  is  apparently  the  Intereft  of  Holland  to  Jitp- 
port  the  Independency  of  the  feveral  Powers  in  that  Part  of 
Europe.  Her  wifeft  Statefmen  have  always  maintained  this^ 
and  when  her  Affairs  have  been  beft  managed,  Ihe  has  a#ed 
accordingly.  Her  Fleets  have  more  than  once  fecured  the 
Kingdom  of  Denmark  from  being  totally  overwhelmed ;  and 
ihe  has  frequently  felt  in  return,  the  good  Effects  of  her  wife 
and  laudable  Concern  for  the  Danes.  At  the  Clofe  of  the  laft 
Century,  ihe  joined  with  Great-Britain  in  fending  a  Fleet 
under  the  Command  of  Sir  George  Rooke,  to  the  Affiftance  of 
the  Swedes i  ujton  which  Occafion  (he  acted  againft  the  Danes  % 
and  this  too  was  a  wife  and  prudent  Meafure,  which  anfwered 
very  efieftually  the  end  it  was  calculated  to  anfwer,  and  pre- 
vented that  Defign  from  taking  Effect ;  which  was  contrived  to 
weaken,  if  not  to  fubvert  the  Ballance  in  the  Norths  which 
can  never  fufler,  but  the  Commerce  of  Holland  mult  fuffer 
likewife. 

It  is  impofible  to  reflect  on  the  Situation  of  the  Territories 
of  the  Republick,  without  perceiving  how  great  an  Intereft  (he 
has  in  prefervmg  the  Ballance  between  the  Houfes  of  yfu/fria 
and  Bourbon^  and  of  what  Importance  it  is  to* her  Safety, 
as  well  as  Profpcrity,  that  the  former  mould  not  be  opprefled. 
She  is  likewife  obliged  to  have  a  conftant  Attention  to  the 
Princes  of  Germany^  who  on  the  other  fide  have  very  powerful 
Reafons  to  lire  upon  good  Terms  with  her,  and  when  her 
Affairs  require  it,  to  yield  her  any  Afliilance  that  fbe  wants. 
But  above  all,  ihe  is  bound  to  maintain  a  pcrfeft  Friend  (hip 
with  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  as  well  on  account  of  the  vaft  Ac- 
ceffionof  Power  which  that  Monarch  has  obtained,  as  his  being 
her  near  Neighbour,  in  confequence  of  having  Part  of  Guelder- 
land  yielded  to  him  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht ;  the  Duchy  of 
Clevesj  by  his  Treaty  of  Partition  with  the  Elector  Palatine  ; 
the  Diftri&s  that  fell  to  him  asjoint  Heir  or  King  JVilliam  111. 
and  the  Principality  of  Eaft-rriefland,  which  is  acquired  by 
ihe  Extinction  of  the  Line  of  its  ancient  Princes.  With  all 
thefe  Powers  the  Republick  is  under  Engagements  by  folemn 
Treaties,  and  it  is  by  an  exact  Performance  of  thele,  that  fhe 
mull  maintain  her  Rank,  her  Reputation,  and  the  Benefits 
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ffhich  refult  to  her  Subje&s,  from  the  Conftitution  of  her  Ge- 
yernment ;  which  in  virtue  of  thofe  Treaties,  all  thefe  Power* 
are  bound  to  maintain. 

In  reference  to  the  Ballance  in  Italy,  (he  has  alfo  confider- 
•  able  Intereft;  refuking  from  the  large  Share  of  Commerce 
'  which  her  Subjedte  enjoy  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Levant, 
and  which  will  always  depend  on  the  preferving  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  Princes  and  States  in  that  Part  of  Europe  ;  fo 
that  {he  is  bound  to  promote  that,  as  far  as  in  her  lies ;  and  in 
Times  paft,  has  (hewn  a  due  Regard  to  this  Obligation.  She 
has  befides,  fome  particular  Engagements  with  the  S%vifs  Can- 
tons, and  their  Allies ;  and  has  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  bad 
a  confiderable  Corps  of  their  Infantry  in  her  Service,  who  with 
great  Courage  and  Fidelity  have  fought  in  fupport  of  her  Li- 
berties, whenever  they  were  in  Danger. 

Laftly,  there  is  nothing  clearer,  than  that  it  is  her  true  In- 
tereft to  live  in  perfect  Harmony  with  Great-Britain,  inafmuch 
as  both  Countries  have  continually  reaped  the  greateft  Ad- 
vantages, when  this  Union  has  fubfifted ;  and  have  both  felt 
and  (till  feel  the  bad  Effefls  of  being  at  Variance,  and  em- 
ploying their  Maritime  Forces  againft  each  other,  through  the 
Intrigues  of  their  common  Enemies.  It  is  indeed  true,  that 
each  of  thefe  Powers  have  an  equal  Intereft  in  Commerce  j  but 
while  they  We  upon  good  Terms,  and  confult  their  refpetfive 
Intei  efts  only,  they  can  without  any  Difficulty  regulate  the 
Views  of  their  Subje&s,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  claming  with 
each  other,  and  for  the  common  Benefit  of  both,  which  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  things  is  far  eafier  than  in  former  Times; 
and  perhaps  too  of  greater  Confequence  than  ever,  confidering 
the  new  Schemes  that  are  every  Day  formed,  and  are  ftill  form- 
ing in  different  Parts  of  Europe,  with  a  Tendency  equally  pre* 
judicial  to  the  Trade  of  both. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

OJ  the  true  lntereft  of  Great-Britain,  with  refpett 
to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe. 

TH  £  gradual  Changes  that  have  happened  in  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  this  Nation,  may  be  very  rationally  fuppofed 
to  have  had  a  ftrong  Influence-  upon  its  Interefts,  and  yet  this 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  fufficiently  confidered  j  for  if  it 
had,  we  ihould  fcarce  find  to  many  People  as  there  really  are, 
9?ho  adhere  to  the  old  Notions  laid  down  by  fome  of  our  Pa- 
triots in  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century,  that  the  true  ln- 
tereft of  this  Nation  corlfifts  in  keeping  their  Affairs  as  diftuiA 
from  thofe  of  the  Continent,    as  their  Country   is  removed 
from  it  by  Nature,  who  by  furrounding  it  with  the  Sea,  feems 
to  have  made  it  a  World  by  itfelf.     It  muft  be  confefied,  that 
many  plaufible  things  have  been  advanced  in  fupport  of  this 
DoOTine,  as  well  as  great  Authorities  alledged,  more  efpecially 
th$t  of  die  learned  Antiquary  Sir  Robert  Cottony' who  wrote  a 
Treatife  to  this  Purpofe  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I.  with 
a  View  of  convincing  Henry  Prince  of  Walts*  that  he  ought 
not  to  pay  any  refpe&  to  the  Arguments  which  had  been 
infinuated  to  him,  againft  the  pacifkkMeafures  that  were  then 
in  fafluon,  but  ought  to  regard  whatever  was  faid  of  Foteign 
Wars,  and  Foreign  Acquisitions,  as  calculated  to  gratify  the 
Spirit  of  ambitious  Men  at  the  Expence   of  their  Country, 
which  had  been  often  exhaufted,  but  never  received  any  real 
Benefit  from  fuch  Kind  of  Expeditions,  as  he  undertook  to  (hew 
from  Hiftory  and  Records. 

But  whatever  Truth  there  might  be  in  this  Do&rine,  as  it  is 
laid  down  by  him,  and  how  well  foever  it  might  be  fupported 
by  thelnftances  which  he  has  produced,  it  has  no' 1  ting  to  do 
with  the  prefent  State  of  our  Affairs;  and  the  oniy  Life  that 
can  be  made  of  it,  is  fo  far  to  examine  it,  as  that  we  may  be 
convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation.  The  Expeditions 
made  by  our  ancient  Princes  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Coun- 
tries they  poflefled  in  France^  or  in  fupport  of  their  Claim  to 
that  Crown,  might  very  probably  impoveriih  this  Nation,  and 
how  much  foeyer  their  Succcfles  might  enlarge  the  Power,  or 
p$alt  the  Glory  of  thofe  Monafchs,  they  might  be  far  enough 
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from  being  ufcful  to  their  Subjects.  It  is  however  very  poffible 
that  they  might  be  in  fome  meafure  neceflary,  as  our  Confti- 
tution  then  ftood ;  and  we  (hall  have  the  more  Reafon  to  credit 
this,  if  we  confider  that  fuch  of  our  Princes  were  always  moft 
popular  at  home,  as  made  themfelves  renowned  by  their  vie* 
torious  Arms  abroad,  and  that  fuch  as  purfued  a  contrary  Con- 
dud,  were  very  feldom  free  from  domeftick  Infurre&ions,  or 
foreign  Invafions. 

The  only  Objections  that  can  be  railed  to  this  Pofition,  muft 
be  taken  from  the  Condud  of  Henry  VII.  who  was  indeed  a 
very  wife  Prince,  and  yet  is  reported  to  have  meddled  let 
with  foreign  Affairs  than  moft  of  his  Predeceflbrs.  Yet  upon 
a  more  ftri£t  Examination  it  will  be  found,  that  his  Happinels 
refulted  chiefly,  not  from  the  confining  his  Cares  entirely  to 
his  own  Dominions,  but  from  his  prudent  Management  of 
that  Share  he  thought  proper  to  take  in  the  Tramadions  of 
the  Continent.  It  has  been  thought,  that  as  a  true  Politi- 
cian he  fliould  have  prevented  the  French  King  from  an- 
nexing die  Duchy  of  Bretagm  to  his  Crown ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  this  was  at  all  in  his  Power.  He  made  ufe, 
however,  of  the  Jealoufy  which  the  Nation  conceived  upon 
this  great  Acceffion  to  the  French  Power,  and  a&ually  en- 
gaged in  a  War  againft  France^  for  the  Profecutian  of  which 
he  had  vaft  Supplies  granted  him  by  Parliament*  Yet  he  did 
not  after  all  this  carry  on  the  War  in  the  Manner  that  was 
•xpefied,  but  contented  himfclf  with  making,  from  the  Terror 
of  his  Arms,  a  Peace  upon  very  advantageous  Terms,  that 
lafted  during  his  Life,  by  which  he  fecured  to  himfclf  an 
annual  Tribute  from  two  French^Menstchs  fucceffively,  and 
which  left  them  at  full  Liberty  to  porfue  their  Defigns  in 
Itafyy  that  exhaufted  their  Treasures,  and  weakened  their 
Forces  as  much  as  a  War  with  England  would  have  done,  and 
proved  confequently  more  to  his  Advantage.  He  took  care 
likewife  during  that  Peace  this  Meafure  proevred,  to  enter  into 
a  ftri&  Alliance  with  die  Houfe  of  Ai$ru*>  which  was  a  very 
right  Connexion  at  that  time,  cemented  that  Alliance  by  a 
Marriage,  and  married  his  own  Daughter  to  the  King  of  Sots* 
which,  at  he  forefaw,  united  in  Procefe  of  time  Hie  whole 
Ifland  into  one  Kingdom.  The  true  Inference  therefore  from 
his  Condu&  is  this,  that  the  intermeddling  more  or  kfs  with 
the  Affairs  of  the  Continent  is  right  or  wrong,  according  to 
the  Judgment  the  Prince  who  intermeddles  forms  of  the  Situ*-  » 
fcon  and  Circumftances  of  things. 
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The  Figure  that  Great-Britain  makes  at  prefent  in  Europe, 
arifes  from  her  being  in  a  Situation  very  different  from  that 
£he  held  in  times  pan ;  but  we  owe  our  prefent  Greatnefs  to 
Maxims  very  different  from  that  of  neglecting  every  thing 
that  pafles  without  the  Bounds  of  our  own  Ifland.  The 
wife  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  that 
Wealth  and  Power  which  wc  now  pofleis,  a&ed  upon  quite 
different  Principles,  and  was  fo  far  from  paying  no  Attention 
to  foreign  Affairs,  that  it  plainly  appears  they  were  never  fo 
well  underftood  or  managed  as  in  her  time.  She  it  was  that 
prevented  Philip  II.  from  accomplifhing  his  Scheme  of  uni- 
verfal  Empire,  not  barely  by  providing  for  the  Security  of 
her  Dominions  at  home,  but  by  employing  both  Money  and 
Men  to, occupy  him  with  perpetual  Diveriions  abroad.  She 
prevented  France  from  becoming  a  Province  to  Spain,  which 
muft  have  been  fatal  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe ;  and  (he 
afforded  that  Affiftance  to  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces* 
that  enabled  them  to  become  an  independent  Republick,  which 
has  in  fuccecding  times  contributed  fo  much  to  preferve  the 
Independence  of  the  European  Powers  againft  the  ambitious 
Views  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

It  is  true,  that  flie  likewife  promoted  the  Navigation  and 
Commerce  of  her  Subje&s,  opened  a  Paffage  for  them  into 
both  the  Indies,  and  excited  that  Spirit  which  afterwards  in- 
duced us  to  make  Settlements  in  the  mod  diftant  Parts  of  the 
Globe ;  and  by  a  wife  and  happy  Conjun&ion  of  our  Labour* 
both  there  and  in  Britain,  at  once  extended  our  Wealth  and 
Power,  without  the  leaft  Diminution  of  our  People,  contrary  to 
the  Eflefts  of  Plantations  made  from  other  Countries,  which 
have  fuffered  at  home,  by  aggrandizing  thetnfelves  abroad  % 
whereas  our  domeftick  Power  is  conftantly  augmented  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  Advantages  derived  from  our  Settlements  abroad  ; 
and  to  this  Circulation  of  our  Commerce  it  is  in,  reality  own- 
ing, that  our  Strength  is  fo  much  greater,  our  Lands  fo  much 
more  valuable,  and  our  intrinfick  Wealth  fo  much  increafed. 
as  it  is  fince  that  time ;  and  this,  in  (pite  of  long  Wars,  and 
other  intervening  Accidents,  not  at  all  favourable  to  our  In* 
tercfts. 

This  may  look  like  a  Paradox  to  fome,  and  there  may  be 
others  who  perhaps  may  regard  it  as  a  thin^  taken  upon  Truft. 
But  in  reality  the  Fa£b  are  abfolutely  certain,  and  it  is  to  the 
wonderful  Growth  of  our  Plantations  that  we  owe  the  Srrength 
and  Populoulhefs  of  this  Ifland,  which  could  never  orneivtife 
have  attained  its  prefent  Condition.  A  very  little  A  .*nt'>ri 
Will  make  this  plain.    The  Commodities  ana  Manufactu^.  of 
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any  Country  have  a  certain  Limit,  beyond  which  it  is  impof* 
fible  they  fhould  extend  without  an  Alteration  of  Circumftances, 
that  is  to  fay,  when  they  are  carried  fo  high,  as  that  no  new 
Markets  are  to  be  found,  domeftick  Induftry  can  proceed  no 
farther.  Now  it  is  owing  to  our  Colonies,  that  hitherto  we 
have  not  been  very  fenfible  of  this  Truth  $  for  the  People  fet- 
tled there,  frofh  a  Variety  of  Caufes,  into  which  I  have  not 
room  to  enter  at  prefent,  take  off  much  greater  Quantities  of 
bur  Commodities  and  Manufactures,  than  if  they  had  remained 
at  home.  So  that  one  of  our  Countrymen  eftablifhed  in  Amc- 
rica,  finds  full  Employment  for  feveral  Hands  here  ;  and  as  full 
Employment  will  always  draw  People,  it  plainly  follows  from 
thence,  that  our  Settlements  abroad  muft  increafe  the  Number 
of  People  at  home.  As  this  Method  of  arguing  {hews  the 
Reafon  of  the  thing,  fo  the  Truth  of  it  may  be  Kkewife  de- 
monftrated  from  Experience.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Number 
of  People  in  the  City  of  London  is  about  five  times  as  great  as 
at  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  and  tho'  it  cannot  be  fup- 
poied,  that  the  Number  of  People  in  this  Ifland  hath  increafed 
in  the  fame  Proportion,  yet  it  is  certain  that  they  have  very 
much  increafed,  as  is  .apparent  from  the  Growth  of  other  great 
Cities,  the  fwelling  of  fmall  Villages  into  large  Towns,  and 
the  railing  on  our  Coafts  of  many  new  Sea  Ports.  It  may  indeed 
be  objedted,  that  if  People  remove  out  of  the  Country  into 
great  Towns,  this  augments  the  Number  of  their  Inhabitants, 
but  not  that  of  the  Nation,  but  then  the  Fa&  muft  be  proved, 
which  is  a  thing  impoflible  ;  for  fuch  as  dwell  in  great  Towns 
confumc  a  larger  Quantity  of  Provifions,  and  all  other  Necef- 
iarics}  than  fuch  as  live  Scattered  up  and  down  the  Country, 
they  muft  confequcntly  be  fupplied  with  thefe,  and  therefore  the 
Growth  of  Towns  muft  increafe  the  Number  of  People  in  the 
Country  about  them.  Thus  the  farther  we  trace  this  Matter, 
the  clearer  and  the  more  certain  it  appears,  and  therefore  what 
is  deduced  from  it  cannot  be  rationally  called  in  queftion. 

We  may  from  hence  likewife  difcern  how  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Britijh  Dominions  have  alfo  increafed  in  the  Number 
of  their  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  England,  and  have  reaped  a 
proportionable  Benefit  from  fo  happy  a  Change  in  their  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  which  as  it  demon  urates  how  much  they  owe  to 
that  excellent  Conftitution  under  which  they  live,  fo  it  is  like- 
wife  an  evident  Proof  that  it  is  the  Intereft,  and  ought  to  be 
the  Care  of  fuch  as  are  intruded  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Government,  to  fee  that  every  Part  of  the  Britijb  Empire 
enjoys  to  the  full  the  Advantages  derived  from  the  Laws,  and 
fhat  glorious  Freedom  which  is  the  Refultof  their  being  main- 

2  tained 

• 


[  509  ] 

fcllried  in  full  Vigour.  The  Subje&s  as  well  as  the  Soil  are 
ever  to  be  taken  into  our  Notion  of  the  Britijh  Empire ;  and 
as  Obedience  is  expe&ed  from  fuch  as-  are  ever  fo  remote,  as  well 
as  thofe  who  are  near  the  Center  of  Government,  fo  they  arc 
entitled  to  the  fame  Protedion  and  Encouragement;  which 
while  they  receive,  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  Affairs  will  con- 
tinue in  a  flourifhing  Condition,  and  the  Fears  which  many 
have  entertained,  that  fome  of  our  diftant  Colonies  may  fome 
time  or  other  throw  off  their  Obedience  to  their  Mother  Coun- 
try, will  be  but  Dreams  and  Vapours ;  for  in  the  Body  Politick, 
as  in  the  Natural  Body,  while  the  vital  Parts  are  ftrong  and 
found,  the  Circulation  will  be  every  where  brifk  and  lively, 
and  the  Effects  of  it  perfectly  felt,  to  its  very  Extremities.  *  In 
Theory  this  looks  very  fair  and  probable,  but  it  is  our  peculiar 
Felicity,  that  through  the  Piety,  Virtue,  and  Wifdom  of  our 
Anceftors,  we  know  that  this  may  be,  and  is  reduced  to  Prac- 
tice. •  We  need  only  look  into  the  State  ot  our  Affairs  at  pre- 
fent,  compare  them  with  what  they  were  i:-.  i  :mzs  paft,  and  re- 
fledT:  on  the  manner  int  which  thofe  Alterations  have  happened, 
to  be  convinced  this  is  all  Reality,  and  not  Vifion. 

It  is  the  maintaining  the  Britijh  Empire  in  this  Situation, 
and'  thereby  providing  for  the  Happinefs  of  this  Nation,  that 
as  I  faid  ought  to  be  the  fole  Point  of  View  to  our  Statefmen 
and  Patriots,  as  of  old  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Our 
Conftitution  like  theirs  is  of  a  mixt  Nature,  but  one  may  with- 
out Partiality  or  Vanity  affirm,  that  it  is  more  happily  com- 
pounded, fo  that  Majefty  and  Liberty  trefpafs  not  at  all  upon 
each  other,  the  Prerogative  of  the  Prince  being  without  Re- 
firaint,  where  it  may  be  exerted  for  his  Subjects  Good,  and  the 
Paramount  Prerogative  being  this,  that  the  Crown  can  do  no 
hurt  at  all.  It  is  mod  evident  therefore,  that  at  this  Day  our 
Princes  can  have  no  Temptation  to  enterprize  Wars  of  Con- 
t]ueft  as  in  former  Times ;  fo  that  a  true  Spirit  of  Patriotifm 
can  never  be  fhewn,  in  oppofing  Broje&s  that  will  never  be  fet 
on  foot  j  and  in  this  lies  our  great  Happinefs,  that  having  no 
Views  or  Pretenfions  upon  our  Neighbours,  there  is  no  folid, 
indeed  not  fo  much  as  a  plaufible  Ground  for  us  to  hate  them* 
or  they  us.  This  is  the  true  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Po- 
licy ;  that  in  refpeft  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Continent*  we  are  not 
to  be  governed  by  any  of  thofe  temporary  or  accidental  Conve- 
niencies,  which  very  often,  and  that  juftly  too,  pafs  for  Reafons 
of  State  in  other  Kingdoms ;  but  by  this  Angle  Rule,  qf  their 
adling  in  conformity  to  our  natural  Interests,  fo  far  as  is  con* 
fiftent  with  their  own* 
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There  is  a  Difttn&ton  often  made,  chiefly  hy  Foreigners 
between  the  Intereft  and  the  Commerce  of  Great-Britain  j  but 
in  reality  this  is  a  Diftia&ion  without  a  Difference ;  for  the 
Intereft  and  the  Commerce  of  the  Britijh  Empire,  are  (b  inse- 
parably united,  that  they  may  be  very  well  codidefcd  as  one 
and  the  fame.  For  Commerce  is  that  Tie,  by  which  the  feve- 
ral,  and  even  the  mod  diftant  Parts  of  this  Empire,  are  con* 
nested  and  kept  together,  fo  as  to  be  rendered  Parts  of  the  feme 
Whole,  and  to  receive  not  only  Countenance  and  Protection, 
but  Warmth  and  Nourishment  from  the  vital  Parts  of  our  Go- 
vernment, of  which,  if  i  may  be  indulged  fo  figurative  an  Ex* 
preffion,  our  Monarchy  is  the  Head,  and  our  Liberty  the  Soul* 
Whatever  therefore  affcfta,  promotes,  and  extends  our  Coo** 
jmercc,  is  confident  with  our  Intereft;  and  whatever  weakeos* 
impairs,  or  circumfcribes  it,  is  repugnant  thereto.  We  may 
cafily,  confidcriog  things  in  this  light,  (and  if  we  confidef 
them  in  any  other  we  fhall  deceive  ourfelves)  derive  from 
thence  a  true  Notion  of  the  Intereft  of  Great-Britain*  with 
lefpeft  to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe ;  aad  be  able  to  judge 
when  that  Intereft  is  really  purfued,  and  when  it  is  either  ne- 
gle&ed  or  abandoned.  ' 

The  firft  Point  di&ated  by  our  IrrtereA,  is  the  maintaining 
others  in  their  Rights,  or  to  make  ufe  of  a  more  known  Term, 
to  fupport  the  Independency  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  j  becaufe 
the  engroffing,  fubjc&ing,  or  fubduing  feveral  Countries  under 
one  Potentate,  naturally  and  even  neceflarily  contributes  to  lef- 
fen  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  to  extinguish  lnduftry  amongft 
them,  and  confequently  to  enfeeble  and  impoverish  them,  which 
muft  be  detrimental  to  us,  if  we  correfpond  or  trade  with  them. 

Another  Point  is,  the  Stipulating  with  foreign  Nations  pro* 
per  Terms  of  Security,  Indulgence,  and  Refpeft  for  "our  Sub- 
jects, and  for  the  Eii"e£b  which  from  time  to  time  they  {hall 
carry  into  other  Countries,  in  return  for  which  we  mult  cove- 
nant on  our  parts,  to  do  and  perform  what  fiball  be  though? 
Jeafonable.  When  thefe  Kind  of  Alliances  are  made  with  due 
Deliberation,  they  become  facred  Ties  with  refped  to.  us,  and 
we  are  bound  to  fulfil  them  punctually  ;  fo  that  whatever  differ 
lent  Form  Appearances  may  wear,  the  true  Intereft  of  Greut* 
Britain  is  always  to  comply  with  her  Treaties. 

A  third  Rule  is,  to  refent  Wrongs  done  us,  vigoroufiy  and 
without  delay,  more  cfpecially  where  it  is  in  our  Power  to  do 
it  by  employing  our  Maritime  Force,  fince  in  this  Cafe  it  an- 
fwers  a  double  End  ;  firft,  it  redrefles  the  Mifchief,  whatever  it 
is,  for  the  prefent;  and  next,  it  raifes  our  Reputation  for  the 
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future.  We  ought  likewife  to  be  ready  to  affift  any  Nation 
that  is  unjuftly  attacked,  or  in  any  danger  of  being  opprefled,  tbac 
it  may  be  feen  we  are  true  Lovers  of  Freedom,  and  are  as  mw 
willing  to  behold  the  Necks  of  others  put  under  a  Yoke,  as  to 
fubmit  our  own. 

Thefe  Rules  conftantly  attended  to,  are  fafficient  to  keep  ut 
upon  good  Terms  with  all  the  World,  and  to  make  it  the  In- 
tercft  of  every  Potentate  and  State  in  Europe,  to  court  as  well 
as  to  refpeQ:  our  Friendship ;  which  ought  to  be  freely  beftow-r 
ed,  and  not  either  purchafed  or  proftituted.  It  may  fametimes 
happen,  that  a  ftrid  Compliance  with  thefc  Rules  will  interfere 
with  fome  Branch  or  other  of  our  Commerce  $  neither  in  fuch 
a  Cafe  muft  that  be  regarded,  for  it  is  not  this  or  that  particu- 
lar Branch  of  Commerce,  which  coincides  with  the  general 
Intereft  of  this  Nation,  but  the  whole  Circle  of  our  Com* 
merce;  and  therefore  there  is  nothing  abfurd  or  contradictory 
in  affirming,  that  the  Whole  muft  take  place  of  a  Part,  any 
more  than  it  is  ridiculous  to  affirm,  that  whatever  refpe&s  the 
Intereft  of  a  Nation,  becomes  worthy  the  Concern  of  a  Mo* 
narch,  let  its  Nature  be  what  it  will.  And  therefore  they  are  in 
an  Error,  who  think  the  Royal  Character  any  way  lefiened,  by 
being  obliged  to  attend  to  Trade,  a  Thing  already  acknow- 
ledged in  many  Parts  of  Europe,  and  which  by  degrees  will  be 
found  true  in  all  ;  to  which  let  me  add  another  Truth,  that 
Trade  is  ?  mean  and  tnconfiderable  thing,  irf  thofe  Countries 
only  where  this  Error  prevails. 

It  appears  in  fome  meafure  from  our  Kftory,  and  much  intra 
from  our  Records,  that  we  have  always  interested  ourfelves  very 
much  in  the  Affairs  of  the  North.  Our  old  Treaties  with 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Poland,  fpeak  this  plainly,  and  our  Al- 
liances with  Ruffia  are  elder  than  thofe  of  moft  other  Powers* 
We  have,  as  Occafion  required,  acted  either  as  Mediators  or 
Allies,  in  favour  of  all  thefe  Powers.  The  Swedes  in  partkru-* 
lar  have  been  frequently  indebted  to  us  for  Affiftance,  and  in 
the  laft  Century,  they  detached  themfelves  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  Interefts  of  France,  for  the  fake  of  our  Friendfhip, 
which  was  a  Meafure  very  beneficial  to  all  Europe.  At  prefent 
we  are  clofely  connected  with  Raffia,  and  with  very  good  Rea-» 
fon  ;  neither  can  our  Alliance  ever  be  flighted  by  the  Northern 
Potentates,  while*  the  Bahick  remains  open  to  our  Fleets,  that 
is,  while  we  remain  a  Maritime  Power.  This  Confutation, 
joined  to  thofe  important  Points  beforementioned,  will  always 
hinder  us  from  entering  into  improper  or  inconfiftent  Treaties, 
cannot  fail  of  keeping  up  our  Reputation  in  this  Part  of  the 
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World,  and  confeguently  prefervingthat  Refpec?  to  thofe  Pri- 
vileges, and  that  Attention  to  our  Demands,  which  the  Situa- 
tion either  of  our  Affairs  or  theirs  may  require.  For  as  we 
can  never  have  any  Intereft  fuperior  to,  or  inconfiftent  with  the 
Care  of  the  Ballance  in  the  Norths  fo  that  mull  aJfo  remain 
the  great  Objeft  of  all  the  Potentates  there,  and  is  not  likely 
therefore  to  fufler  any  great  Alteration  within  the  Compafs  of 
that  Period,  to  which  human  Forefight  or  human  Policy  can 
extend. 

As  to  the  Affairs  of  the  German  Empire  in  general,  and  of 
the  feveral  Princes  in  particular,  we  have  always  maintained  a 
fair  Correfpondence  with  them,  and  manifefted  when  it  was  ne- 
ceflary,  a  juft  Concern  for  their  Liberties ;  the  fame  Conduct 
will  be  ever  incumbent  upon  us,  fo  long  as  we  preferve  a  Re* 
fpe&  for  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  for  that  great  Principle  of 
Independence,  which  has  been  no  where  cultivated  fo  much  as 
in  Germany*  and  where  it  ftill  continues  to  make  a  confider- 
able  Figure.  It  has  been  thought  alfo  the  Intereft  of  this  Na- 
tion, to  Ihew  an  extraordinary  Zeal  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlriay  notwithstanding  the  Reditude  of  that  Meafure  hath 
been  at  different  times  controverted,  if  I  miftake  not,  by  both 
Parties*  It  is  indeed  true,  that  in  reference  to  our  Commerce 
we  have  no  lefs  Connection  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftriay  than 
with  .many,  I  may  fay  with  molt  of  the  great  Powers  in  £*- 
r*pe\  as  alfo,  tfv^t  we  have  fupported  her  in  times  paft,  at  a 
vety  large  Expence  to  ourfelves,  without  any  vifible  View  of 
reaping  any  immediate  Advantage  from  the  Effe&of  thofe  Sub- 
sidies, which  were  fo  liberally  granted.  To  this  it  has  been 
$dded,  that  by  this  wonderful  Attachment,  we  have  greatly 
promoted  the  Power  and  Influence  of  that  Houfe  over  the  Gcr- 
mankk  Body,  which  how  ufeful  foever  it  might  be  to  the  So- 
vereigns of  that  illuftrious  Family,  might  turn  in  fome  meafure 
to  our  Prejudice,  as  it  could  not  fail  of  giving  Offence  to  many 
of  the  Princes  in  Germany \  who  for  that  very  Reafon  had  reccurlc 
to  another  Power,  at  a  time  when  if  we  had  dealt  more  equally, 
they  would  huve  relied  folely  upon  us. 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  if  we  confider  that  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria  is  on  one  Side  the  great  Bulwatk  of  Chriften- 
dom  againft  the  Turks?  and  on  the  other,  the  natural  Ballance 
againft  France?  and  alfo  a  near  Neighbour  to  us  in  Part  of  her 
Dominions,  it  is  no  Wonder  at  all,  but  rather  an  Honour 
to  us,  that  we  have  adhered  fo  clofely  to  our  Engagements. 
In  fupporting  that  auguft  Family  in  three  feveral  Wars,  we 
juftified  our  Fidelity   to  our  Treaties,  which  in  itfelf  is   a 
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Point  ever  of  the  higheft  Conference,  as  it  is  a  lfind  of  na- 
tional Hpriouf,  which  once  loft  can  hardly  ever  be  regained, 
Aa  to  the  Judgment  of  Parties,  they  are  not  always  to  ke 
relied  upon*  but  if  they  were,  it  would  be  no  difficult  things 
to  (hew*  that  all  Parties  have  in  their  turns  approved  this. 
Meafure,  which  when  prudently  purfued,  is  certainly  right  ^ 
and  though  immediate  Advantages  may  not  fpring  from  it,  yet' 
if  there  be  no  other  way  than  this  of  fupporting  the  general 
Ballance  of  Power,  and  maintaining  that  Independence  which. 
is  the  primary  Point  in  oyr  foreign  Syftem,  we  a£ted  well  and, 
wifely  in  fcftaining  it;  neither  could  any  Offence  be  juftly. 
taken  at  this  by  any  of  the  German  States,  fince  if  they  had 
confident  it  in  a  true  Light,  it  was  as  much  their  lntereft  as  ours  ^ 
and  many  Inftances  might  be  produced  to  prove,  that  they  have 
injured  and  weakened  thenafclves  by  a  contrary  Condud.  If  in- 
deed our  Partiality  to  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  had  ever  carried  us 
into  the  Breach,  of  Treaties  with  other  Powers,  or  put  us  upon 
fupporting  the  ambitious  Schemes  of  that  Houfe,  or  any  other 
Houfe*  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Neighbours,  the  Charge  would 
be  juft,  and  the  Adminiftration  culpable  that  had  led  us  into- 
thofe  Mcafures.    . 

An  inveterate  Hatred,  or  a  perpetual  Oppofttion  to  France, 
is  a  Maxim  that  never  was  laid  down  by  any  wife  Englijh  Mi- 
nuter, and  ought  never  to  be  received  or  countenanced.  In 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time  we  affified  the  prefent  reigning  Fami- 
ly, and  Medak  were  (truck  with  the  Arms  of  England*  France, 
and  Hvllond*  as  Powers  wbofe  Interefts  were  thoroughly  united, 
and  fo  at  that  time  they  were  ;  and  our 'Regard  for  the  French 
as  well  founded  then,  as  that  which  we  teitiry  for  the  Houfe 
of  Au/iria  is  now.  But  precifely  at  that  Jundure,  when  our 
Conduit  ought  to  have  changed,  we  miitook  our  Meafure, 
and  Gramme//,  by  embracing  the  Interefts  of  that  Crown,  faci- 
litated the  Execution  of  Schemes  that  have  been  fince  fo  de- 
trimental to.  Eurppe  in  general,  and  this  Nation  in  particular. 
The  Miftake  was  quickly  difcerncd,  but  not  to  foon  redified  ; 
on  the  contrary,  two  of  our  Princes  perfifted  in  that  Miftake, 
as  welt  againft  the  Intereft,  as  againft  the  Voice  of  the  Na- 
tion. When  we  recovered  from  our  Error;,  we  found  it  very 
difficult  to  retrieve  what  had  been  loft  by  this  ill  Conduit  % 
-we  managed  a  long  and  very  expenfive  War  with  little  ap- 
parent Succefe,  but  ibis  War  however'  weakened,  and  wore 
out  the  Strength  of  Frrnia  fo  much,  as  to  make  way  for  the 
glorious  Victories  that  were  obtained  in  that  which  quickly 
lucceeded  it,  which  is  fu$icient  to  confolc  u*  for  Lories  and 
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Expences  in  a  juft  Caufe.  It  is  that  Caufe  that  we  fiipport» 
and  not  an  innate,  hereditary,  and  groundlefs  Averfion  to  the 
French  Nation ;  for  whenever  their  Statcfmen  (hall  abandon  that 
Plan  whioh  is  dangerous  and  deftruflive  in  its  Nature  to  them- 
felves  as  well  as  others,  they  will  infallibly  difann  us,  and  ex- 
tinguifh  that  Animofity  which  their  boundlefs  Ambition,  and 
not  our  Obftinacy  or  Perverfenefc,  has  excited.  There  have 
been,  within  the  Memory  of  the  prefent  Generation,  certain 
Seafons,  in  which  the  French  Minifters  either  really  or  ieem- 
ingly  laid  by  thofc  Schemes,  and  affcded  to  ad  upon  other 
Principles,  that  very  foon  produced  an  Alteration  in  the  Con- 
dud  of  other  Powers  towards  them,  which  fully  juftifies  this 
Obfervation ;  and  therefore  their  Politicians  have  no  juft  Grounds 
for  imputing  to  the  Fiercenefs  of  our  Manners,  that  Ala* 
crity  we  have  fhewri  in  entering  into  all  Alliances  againft  them, 
but  ought  rather  to  afcribe  it  to  that  Re&itude  of  Judgment 
which  is  natural  to  a  free  People,  and  which  will  always  appear 
amongft  us  as  long  as  we  continue  free. 

The  Ballance  in  Italy  is  thought  to  concern  us  more  remote- 
ly, notwithftanding  which,  we  have  hitherto  fliown  a  juft  and 
laudable  Regard  to  that  likewife;  and  indeed  Diftance  in  this 
Re(pe£t  is  of  little  Coniequence,  more  efpecially  to  a  Mari- 
time Power.  Our  Commerce  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  in 
the  Levant,  is  of  very  high  Importance,  and  we  cannot  but  be 
fenftble,  that  whatever  Alterations  have  been  felt  hi  the  Italian 
fiallance,  have  likewife  affeded  thofe  Branches  of  our  Com- 
merce in  a  very  fenfible  Degree ;  fo  that  whatever  Steps  we  have 
taken,  either  during  the  Continuance  of  Peace  by  Negotiations, 
or  in  time  of  War,  by  fupporting  the  only  Prince  in  Italy  who 
declared  for  the  common  Caufe,  and  was  true  to  his  own  In- 
terefts,  which  were  likewife  ours,  were  right  and  juft  Meafures, 
and  have  no  doubt  left  thole  Impreffions  which  will  never  be 
effaced  by  any  Arts  or  Intrigues,  whatever  may  be  given  out  to 
ferve  their  own  Purpofes,  at  certain  critical  Junctures,  by  fuch 
as  wifh  they  may. 

The  recent  Injuries  our  Merchants  have  fuftained,  and  the 
great  Infults  offered  to  the  Nation  by  the  Corfairs  of  Barbaryy 
'will  not  allow  us  to  doubt,  that  it  is  our  true  Intereft  to  keep 
;tfie  Italian  States  firmly  united  to  us,  that  when  Occafion  re- 
'quires  they  may  afford  us  all  the  Conveniences  in  their  Power 
Towards  chaftifing  thefe  Infidels,  as  our  ufing  vigorous  Mea- 
sures in  fuch  Cafes,  and  (ending  a  powerful  Fleet  into  the  Me- 
diterranean, will  contribute  not  a  little  to  make  us  refoe&ed  by 
the  Italian  Potentates,  as 'well  as  to  obtain  Juftice  from  thofe 
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pyiatical  Governments,  tho'  for  the  prefent  things  have  been 
adjufted  by  milder  Meafures. 

Our  Affairs  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  have  been  long  in  a 
perplexed  Situation,  notwithftanding  that  it  is  generally  though): 
the  Spanijb  Ministers  have  fuch  true  Notions  of  their  own 
Intereft,  as  to  be  perfuaded  that  nothing  concerns  them  mofe, 
than  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with  Great-Britain.    Wixhout 
any  Queftion  it  is  our  Intereft  likewife  to  live  in  a  perftd 
Correfpondence  with  that  Court,  and  therefore  no  Pains  ought 
to  be  fpared  that  are  requifite  to  remove  all  Jealoufies  and  Difcoa- 
tents  on  both  Sides.    It  was  hoped,  that  this  would  have  been 
cffe&ually  done  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle ;  but 
it  feems  that  the  Neceffity  of  reftoring  the  Tranquillity -of  EuT 
rope,  made  it  requifite  to  conclude  that  Treaty  without  adjuft- 
ing  the  Differences  between  the  Britijb  and  Spanijb  Courts, 
which  were  left  to  a  particular  Negotiation,  which  in  part  has 
taken  place,  and  in  part  is  ftill  depending.     It  is  from  this  re- 
maining Negotiation  that  we  are  yet  to  exped  an  abfblute 
Conclufion  of  this  important  Bufinefs,  which  as  it  has  proceed- 
ed flowly,  we  have  good  Grounds  to  apprehend,  whenever  it 
is  brought  to  a  Determination,  will  fettle  the  Terms  of  Cor- 
refpondence to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  both  Nations.    De- 
lays are  very  difagreeable  in  all  Points  of  national  Concern,  but 
more  efpecially  fo  in  Points  of  great  Confequence,  fuch  as  this 
undoubtedly  is  both  to  us  and  to  them.     Yet  after  all,  if  by 
bearing  with  thefe  Delays,  things  can  be  entirely  adjufted,  fo 
as  to  leave  no  Grounds  for  future  Difputes ;  inftead  of  patch- 
ing up  expedient  Agreements  to  ferve  a  prefent  Turn,  which 
never   afford    Content  to  either  Party,   and  are  feldom  long 
obferved,  we  (hall  have  good  Caufe  to  excufe  thofe  Delays, 
and  to  be  well  pleafed  with  the  final  Ifliie  of  them.     In  the 
mean  time  we  have  the  Comfort  of  knowing,  that  at  length 
the  Syftem  of  Expedients  is  exploded ;  for  if  there  had  been 
the  leaft  Intention  of  returning  to  that  Sort  of  Pra&ice,  we 
might  have  had  a  Convention  long  ago.    It  was  certainly 
better  to  treat  with  Clearnefc  and  Dignity,  to  explain  and  go 
to  the  Bottom  of  Grievances  on  both  Sides,  that  both  old  and 
freih  Wounds  might  be  thoroughly  healed,  and  npt  fkinned 
over,  and  that  fucceeding  Minifters  may  have  a  full,  explicit, 
and  well-concerted  Treaty  for  their  Guide,  upon  which  the 
Subjects  of  both  Crowns  may  rely,  without  any  Doubts  as  to 
the  Senfe  of  the  xcfpe&ive  Articles,  or  any  Fears  of  their  not 
being  punctually  executed. 
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We  have  lived  fo  long,  and  in  fo  ftrid  a  Friendflnp  with  the 
Crown  of  Portugal*  that  I  mention  it  here  only  for  the  Sake 
of  (hewing,  that  there  ftill  fubfifts  an  Inftance  of  that  kind  of 
Connexion  which  it  is  moft  our  Intereft  to  have  with  every  fo- 
reign Court.  Our  SubjeAs  trade  largely  with  thofe  of  Ptnrtu- 
rJy  to  their  mutual  Benefit  and  Advantage ;  we  have  all  the 
Privileges  there  that  we  can  reafonably  deiire  in  favour  of  our 
Merchants ;  the  Portuguefe  *re  confidered  here,  upon  all  Occa- 
fions,  as  our  faithful  Friends  and  Allies.  Thefe  have  been  the 
Rules  of  Behaviour  to  both  Courts  in  time  of  perfect  Tranquil- 
lity, and  when  nothing  farther  was  rieceffary  to  evince  the  Cor- 
diality of  Efteem  on  tx>th  Sides.  But  when  a  Difference  arofc 
between  the  Spaniards  and  the  Portuguefe  which  fwelled  fo  high, 
as  that  the  latter  were  threatened  with  an  Invafion,  we  made  no 
Difficulty  of  fending  in  due  time,  and  without  any  Delay,  fuch 
a  fleet  to  Lijbonj  as  ferved  to  protedt  the  Subjcdfcs  of  the  King 
of  Portugal  from  any  Infult. 

We  feem  at  prefent  to  be  univerfatty  perfuaded,  that  it  is  our 
Intereft  to  live  not  only  on  good  T erms  with  the  Republick 
of  the  United  Provinces,  but  alio  in  the  clofeft  and  moft  perfefi 
Harmony,  in  which  it  is  certain  that  we  aft  comformable 
l*)di  to  the  Lights  of  Reafon  and  Experience.  Trade  is  in- 
deed the  common  Miftrefs  of  Maritime  Powers,  but  at 
'the  feme  time  they  have  many  other  Rivals,  of  whom  they 
have  no  Grounds  to  be  afraid,  while  a  drift  Union  fubfifts  be- 
tween them ;  and  a  due  Senfe  of  this  ought  to  induce  them  to 
prefer  the  joint  Intereft  of  both,  to  the  private  and  particular 
Views  of  either.  Another  ftrong  Reafon  for  their  living  always 
upon  good  Terms,  is  the  Samenefs  of  their  foreign  Intereft, 
that  is  to  fay,  thofe  who  are  Friends  or  Enemies  to  one,  are 
likewife  Friends  and  Enemies  to  the  other;  which  is  a  Point 
that  ought  always  to  kept  in  View,  by  fuch  as  are  cntrufted 
with  the  Administration  of  either  Government.  In  a  word,  the 
Conformity  that  there  is  between  the  Religion,  the  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  natural  Inclinations  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
both  Countries,  is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  to  any  intelligent 
and  difinterefted  Perfon,  that  nothing  can  contribute  fo  much 
to  their  Joint  Happinefs,  as  fupporting  each  other  npon  all 
Occasions,  and  that  nothing  can  bring  about  their  Deftruc- 
tiort  fo  foori,  as  fowing  the  Seeds  of  Diflention  and  Divifion 
between  them. 

The  many  Alterations  that  happen  daily  in  the  World,  afford, 
and  will  always  afford  fufficient  Reafons  for  our  exerting  our- 
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fclves,  not  without  Hazard  and  Expcnce,  in  favour  of  fome 
or  other  of.  our  Allies ;  which  however  muft  be  done,  and  done 
with  Spirit  and  Chearfulnefs,  if  we  will  remain  a  free,  a  great* 
and  a  refpe&ed  People.  It  is  in  vain  to  hope  to  maintain  our 
Charaders  by  a  felfifh  and  furly,  or  by  a  lazy  and  inactive  Be- 
haviour j  if  we  reafon  ever  fo  little  with  ourfelves,  we  may  be 
fatisfied  of  this ;  if  we  confult  Hiftory,  Hiftory  will  convince 
us ;  if  we  have  recourfe  to  Experience,  Experience  will  read 
us  the  fame  Le&ure.  Neither  ought  we  to  confider  what  we 
do  as  any  Burthen  or  Inconveniency,  fince  it  arifes  from  the 
Rank  and  Figure  we  make  in  the  World,  from  thofe  Connec- 
tions which  have  been  the  Fruit  of  our  Significancy,  and  by 
which  that  is  upheld  and  fecured.  In  fliort,  when  we  fuccour 
our  Neighbours,  we  do  it  from  a  Principle  of  Juftice  to  our- 
felves ;  we  flourifh,  in  part,  from  the  Commerce  that  we  have 
with  them  5  and  having  thus  a  Stake  in  their  Welfare,  it  is  really 
confuting  our  own  Ifrtertft,  when  we  fulfil  thofe  Engagements 
that  were  entered  into,  on  account  of  that  Stake  j  and  therefore 
inftead  of  repining  that  we  are  obliged  to  it,  we  ought  to  rejoice 
that  it  is  in  our  rower,  and  fixew  by  our  Alacrity  how  much  it 
is- in  our  Will. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Principles  of  Britijb  Policy,  deduced 
from  thofe  Tranfa&ions,  which  after  having  been  often  and 
ferioufly  examined  in  the  wffcft  and  greateft  Aflemblies,  have 
received  repeated,  as  well  as  pubiick  Sanations  j  fo  that  if  pri- 
vate Men  err  in  adopting  them,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
eftabliih  another  Rule  attended  with  clearer  Evidence,  and 
Supported  by  better  Authority. 
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